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Tom Pry, Director
Department of the Interior
Mineral Management Service
Mail Stop 4700
381 Hlden Street
Herdon, Virginia 22070-4817

Re: Rulemaking under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990

Dear Mr. Fry,
I have reviewed the "Special Information for Alaska,"

attached to the August 25, 1993 news release announcing proposed
rulemaking requiring all operators of facilities handling oil and
oil products to provide evidence of financial responsibility.

I am pleased to learn that the Department of Interior
believes that the term "navigable waters" traditionally has included
wetlands, among other water bodies. As the newa ralease states,
large areas of Alaska have been classified as wetlands. Therefore,
because title to all navigable waters passed to Alaska at statehood,
Lhe astate holds to much more submerged land than Alaskans
previously realized.

Now that the Department has nade this position clear, I
expect that the United States will disclaim interest in all Alaska’s
wetlands when the state formally asserts title to them.

Very truly,&by we lL © Gao hy
Charlco E. Cole
Attorney General
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August 27, 1992

Manuel Lujan, Jr., Secretary
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Lujan:
The State of Alaska intends to file real pactions as to the submerged lands described on

appendix A, and is providing you this notice pu
§2409a(m). Title to these lands passed to A
based on the equal footing doctrine, the Submer Act of May
22, 1953, P.L. 83-31, 67 Stat. 29, 43 U.S.C. §
the Alaska Statehood Act of July 7, 1958, P.L
339, 48 U.S.C. note preceding §21.

Sincerely,
CHARLES E. COLE
ATTORNEY GENERAL
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