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Honorable Walter J. Hiekel
Gevarnor, State of Alaska
State Capitol
Junaau, Alanka $9811

Dear Gevernor Hickel:
On August 37, 1992, Alaske Attorne General Charles Cola wrota
advining me of the State's intent to lle veal property quiat titleactions on certain subuerged lands within the State of Alaska.
Attached, to at..37, 1992, letter as "Ap} ndix A” wan ia

listing ;

Daertediands which the State of Ala a: contends have
eaed into Btate ownership at statehood py virtue of their lying

Eeneath navigable. waters,
Members of my staff hava discussed the state's pro osed action with
Attorney General Cole and John Katz on your iymadiate starr,Additionally,ithe Alaska offices of the Depaxtnent's land
maAnagonsent (a andies haya.been reviewing the iist o etreams and
water:Hodies: Listed

inthe attachinent.
I propose that appropriate representatives of tha Department and
the State miatto. deterntna which. streams and water’ bodies on the
a pend 4, iish ‘we'do in fact agree upon as being ‘nayigable. <I am
agrecting the.+YoiUxeen 6f LandMatiagement, the National Park sarvice
and the Viah and Wildiife service to work dlosely with the
Boliciter's officeto apply oxyiteria in a uniform manner to each of
those streams and water bodies on the appended list. While ft do
not presume that we will have complete agreeasnt, Iam conrident
we aan agree on nany, thus reducing the nunber of inatances where
the State ni
renediss, ght

conclude
it necessary to pursue appropriate lagal

Sincerely,

Tofino A
cc/ Atterney General cols
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XEMORANDUK

To: Solsedtor
Director, Bureau of Land ManagementDirector, National Park Service
Direatar, Fish and Wildlife service

From: Secretary bei :

Subject: Navigability of Streanus and Waterpoh
State Ownership of Sane Bodies in Alaska’

On August 27, 1992, the Attornay General of the Btate or Alaska
Wrote to ne advising of the, State's intent to file real property
quiet title actionsin federal court on certain lands in Alaska
which the State contends ara beneath navigable waters-and therefore
owned by the state of Alaska pursuant to the Alaska: Statehood Act,
the Submerged Lands Act and other applicable federal statutes. A
copy of that communioation and.t
water bodies is attached,

he
Appendix

wan iiat of
streans and

I an advising: Aleske Governor Walter Hickel of the Department'sdesire and commitnent to work vith the State to identify which of
those streams and water bodies on the a ended listing we mutually
agree are navigable. The goal of thiseoint effort should be to
clear from contention batween the arties those streams and water
bodies we mnutuall ugree are navigable, and which streams and water
podiexwe do no ‘agrae upon, Deing so in a cooperative and
expeditious manner will afford the State the opportuni

nip ieexercise its options with raapect to whatever claim of ownars
wight make on thoae streams and water bodies we find in dispute.
Each of your pureaus should carefully review each stream and water
body cn the State's listing which travarses a consexvation syste

Whileunit or other federal public lands under your jurisdiction.
each managing agancy will ba witimately responsible for making the
determinations on the lands it manages, the Solieitor's office
should provide guidance te each of the managing agancies as to how
they should proceed on a uniform bamis.
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The Assistant to the Secretary~for Alaska will provide genarai
oversignt

on this effort and will bring any policy decisions to my
attention whlen may require Secretarial consideration,

Attachment

oc: Aeaistant secretary~ Land and Hinersla Managenant
Assistant Seocretary- Fish and Wildlife and Parks
Acalstant to the Seoratary for Alaska


