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Honorabla Waltey J. Hiackel
Govarnoy, Stats of Alaska
gtats Capitol

Junsau, Alanka 99811

Deay devarncy Hiokal:

On August 37, 1992, Alasks Attorney General Charles Cola wrots

advising me of the state's intent to file real property qulat title

actions on certain submerged lamis within the State of Alaska.

Attached, to the.. 2:\:“;.:7, 19932, lettaer as "Appandix A" wam a

listing otwiuhhhrg' lands vhich the State of Alaski:contands have

g:--.d into Bimts ownexship at statahood »y virtus of thair lying
neath navigable waters,

Mambers of my ataff hava discussed the state's proz.oud action with
Attorney Genarxal Cole and John Xautz on yoeur immediats stars,
Additiomally, . sthe Alaska offices of the Depprtaent's  land
management aganaiss hava. been reviewing the list of streams and
watsrrBodies 1istud in the attachient.

I propose that appropriate representatives of tha Departmant and
the ‘state weut”to deternina which, stresns and watai’ bodies on the
ugpm}dzq,,- listy we'do in faot agres upon as being nayigadble. I am
dirssting tHe Buresu 6f Land Nshagement, the National Fark Sarvice
and the Piabh’ and wildlife Bervice to work dlosely with the
Soliciter'y office ¢ apply oriteria in a uniform manner to each of
thoss streams and vater bodies on the dppended list. wWhile I do
not prewuzs that we will have complste agrsemsnt, I am oconfident
we aan agrse oh nany, thus reducing the nuaber of instances vhezre
ths S?h- might conclude it nacessary to pursue appropriats lagal
renediss. ' ’

— o

cc/ Attorney Gensral Cols

, (124;/
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ( '
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Tot Soliciter
Director, Bureau of Land Management
Director, National Park Service
Directar, Fish and Wildlife service

From: Secretary e o’
,«" Q‘w&’)’ v

Subject: Navigability of Stroans and Water Bodiaes in Alagka-’
8tate Qwnership of 8Sane :

on August 237, 1992, the Attornay deneral of the Btate or Alaska
vrote to me mdvising of the. State's intent to f{le real property
quiet title actions in federal court on certain landa in Alaska
which the State contends ara hensath navigable waters.and theraefora
owned by the Btate of Alaska pursuant to the Alaski: Statehood Act,
the Submerged Lands Aot and other applicable faderal statutas. - A
copy of that communioation and.the Appendix "A" 1{at of streans and
water bedies is attached, 4 :

. " A .
I axm advising Alaska Governer Walter Hickel of the Department's
desire and commitment to work vith the &tate to identify which of
those streans and water bodies on the appended listing we mutually
agreo are navigabla. The goal of thispgoint etfort should be to
clear rron contention beatwesn the partiea those streams and water
bodies we mutually ugree ars navigable, and which streams and water
hodies we do not agrae upon, Deoing mo in a cocoperativa and
expeditious manner will afford the BState the opportuniei to
axarcige i{ts options vith raspect to whatever claim of cwnaxship it
night nake on thoae streans and water bouias we find in dispute.

Eagh of your bureaus should carefully reviaw each strean and water
bedy on the State's listing which travarzes a conmexvation system
unit or other fsderal public lands under your jurisdiction. Wwhile
each managing agancy will ba ultimataly responsible for nmaking the
determinations on the lands it manageas, the Solicitor's orfice
should provide guidance to each 0f the managing agancies as to how
they should proceed on a uniform bamis.
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Tha Assistant ta tha Secretary- for Alaska will provida genarail
ov.x:izht on this effort and will bring any policy decisgions to my
attention whlen may require Secretarial consideration,

Attachmant

oct Assistant Secretary=- Land and Kinersmla Managemant
Assistant Secretary=- Fish and Wildlife and Parks
Acsalstant to tha Seocraetary fov Alaska



