December 19, 2011
RS 2477 Research—Chena Hot Springs Area
Prepared by Charles L. Parr, SR/WA

Oversimplified, RS 2477 was a congressional provision allowing for the construction of
roads over vacant, public (Federal), unreserved lands. RS 2477 was repealed in 1976.

George Wilson located and staked the major part of what is now the Chena Hot Springs
Resort on May 16, 1908, and recorded his “Location Notice” May 28, 1908 in Volume 6
at Page 615 in the Fairbanks Recording District. The staking had the effect of
segregating the land from the public domain so that the establishment of an RS 2477
right of way could not occur after that. There is no evidence of any such right of way
being established before 1908.

When the property was surveyed as USS 1247 in 1916, a road is shown on the plat
thereof as entering the west boundary of the property approximately 1356’ south of the
northwest corner at a location south of Monument Creek (field notes at page 202). The
road is shown as continuing southeasterly approximately ¥ mile and terminating at a
group of cabins.

When a portion of the property to the west was surveyed as USS 3129 in 1954, the
entire west boundary of USS 1247 was retraced. The plat and field notes for USS 3129
how a “dozer trail” entering the west boundary of USS 1247 approximately 600 feet
south of the northwest corner of USS 1247 which is north of Monument Creek and
about where Chena Hot Springs Road is today. Neither the plat nor field notes
reference the road shown on the USS 1247 plat.

When a portion of the property to the east was surveyed as USS 4228 in 1964, the
entire east boundary of USS 1247 was retraced. The plat and field notes for USS 4228
show a runway in the approximate location of the existing runway, but make no
reference to any road “exiting” USS 1247. An “unimproved” access road is shown and
referenced as crossing the east boundary of USS 4228, but there is no reference as to
where it begins or where it goes. That access road is also shown on the plat of USS
4146 (also surveyed in 1964) which is contiguous with USS 4228. Again, no additional
information is provided in the field notes. A “tractor trail” is shown crossing the northerly
boundary of USS 4146 and mentioned in the field notes without additional information.

Right of way drawings prepared by the Department of Highways in February 1967 for
the “Chena Hot Springs Road Mile 55 to Chena Hot Springs” project were for the
present alignment of Chena Hot Springs Road, and terminated the right of way within
USS 1247 just before the Monument Creek Bridge. The Department eventually
acquired that portion within USS 1247 in 1971 by initiating the condemnation process
and being granted a “Declaration of Taking”. Monument Creek is shown on the right of
way drawings and court related documents, but no reference is made to a road or trail
south of Monument Creek as indicated by USS 1247.



Access to the state mining claims along Monument Creek may exist by means other
than RS 2477 (e.g., section line easements, prescription, permission, estoppel, etc.).
The first state claims that were located in the entire township (T3N, R9E) were in 1981
and 1983, and all of them have been closed since. The currently active claims on
Monument Creek were located in 2003 and 2005. No record of federal claims on
Monument Creek located prior to State ownership was found.

Attachments:
Wilson 1908 location notice
USS 1247
USS 3129
USS 4228
USS 4146

Chena Hot Springs Road Mile 55 to Chena Hot Springs Right of Way plat
Declaration of Taking filed 8/6/1971
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IN TIE SWHRIOR COURT FOR TIBE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
FILED ia the Supcrior Comt

_ STATE OF ALASKA,
g : ’ State of AMaske, Fowth Distict
Plaintiff,

VS.

14,930 Acres, more or less;
CHENA BT SPRINGS, INC.; ALASKA
TITLE QRARANTY COMPANY; UNTTED
STATES, SMALL BUSINESS ATMINI -
STRATION; FATRIBANKS NORTH STAR
OO

Kot Doty
-

.
(S

Ifendant s,

Tttt sttt St st st sl sl “wunt “wnt? owst s vt

Civil Action No. 71
IICLARATION OF TAKING

I, the wndersigned, Charles S. Mat lock, Deputy Commissioncr
of Highways of the State of Alaska, on behalf of said State, do hereby
make the following declaration:

I. ’

(a) The property hercinafter described is taken mdor the
authority of and in accordance with AS 19.05, AS 19.10, AS 19.20,
and AS 09.5%, which authorize the acquisition of property by the
Nepartment of Highways, State of Alaska, deemed necessary for the
public use of the State of Alaska.

(b} The public use for which it is necessary to take the
property is for ‘the right of way forfu Foderat Aid Highway designated

as Alaska Project No. $-0050(13), GUENA HOT SPRINGS ROAD, MILE $§ T0

| GENA HOT SPRINGS. This highway will form a part of the State secondary

‘highway system. The property hereinafter described is deemed necessary
by the undersigned for said public use of the State of Alaska.
i,

The property to be acquired aggregates 14.936 Aém. more
or less, located in the Fairbanks Recording District,




i
!

Jairbanks Beeniding Distries

State of Alaska. The property being taken for public uscfﬁi‘
more particularly described in Schedules "AY, "B and "C“‘f
attached hereto, and by this reference nndQ a part hercof;u53
This is the description 6( the samekland dcscribed in the =
Complaint filed in the aBovc-eptitléd'action.
111, k
t Schedule "B 5ttachcd hcrcfo is h ?int showing ¢
property tahen.  Schedule “C" attached hereto is a parcel
vicinity map which shows the locatien, route, and termini of
said project, on which the property taken is designated as”:;
Parcel No. 11.
IV.
The estate or interest in Parcel No. 11 taken fdfi
public use is an estate in fco 5imp1c, excepting all oil, gas
and other minerals lying below 100 feet vertically in dept'
beneath the surface of the highway right of way within Par !
No. 11 of Alaska Project No. §-0650(13), CHENA HOT SPRINGS ROAD
MILE 55 TO CHENA HOT SPRINGS.
V.

“The amount of moncy estimated by the undersignedfas,

just compensation for the realfpropcrty or the interests in i
being condemned is $7,450.00.
VI. .
The persons or cntitﬁes who, as disclosed by a
search of the records, may havé or claim an interest in t

property arc:

CHENA HOT SPRINGS, INC., an Alaskan
Corporation;

ALASKA TITLE GUARANTY COMPANY;
UNITED STATES, SMALL BUSINESS ADMINTS
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH V



By reason of the provisions of the above-mentioned
the estate or interest described in Paragraph IV

:titu&s,
hereof docs immediately vest in the State of Alaska.
, IN WITNESS WEREOF, 1, the undersigned Charles 5. Matlock,
'I‘qmty Comissioner of Ilighways of the State of Alaska, on behalf of
'said State, have hemmto subscribed my name this 4 Z ik day of

(, \ ¢ . 1971, at \3}\_._ b, o Alaska.

AL

i

S
S
3

i

(”mu.r“ 5. MATLAOKN
deputy mnssnmcr of Highways

‘ e ol
_SURSCRIBED and SMORN to before me this 277" day of
prx » 1971, at \hd.@-fv\tk-b » Alaska.
a4 / J )
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_ ol a
e %f(-..“.‘ :_; ~ o g \T /\»
mnry"l i¢ in
e TR - m'“ﬁ"'“ !
H %@,@nxssxon e:qain-s “"l - ey

P i i i e VS

SR g e gt 2.
Srore i ey
Mende rp tone
"j’ ¥ rresd g




&

Parcel 11, A tract of land for Alaska Project No. 5-0650(13) 5%'
in United States Survey 1247 dn Unsurveyed Sectien 26, T. 3
2.8 &L, i, lourth Judicial Mstrict, State of ;\3:’!%&3 T’!ﬂ
Bovadaries of saild tract of Jand are desoribed as fo] lows

: eodnnine at Uerner No, 1 oof herted Stafes Sprvey 31248
oo e B A7%AR SR Ll g e tance of bhe i et ta g peait of
I RO e T Tt 2 U T BRSNS SEAPENNE R I EPTA S 2 3

5 P I U R Tine HEY < cfi:"( H %

H [T AT b teo b thrrofig e B b L AT S A R FTTE S 1 ]

PLuosd pe ot toa o poant o of taneenty thonee 5, 1794045 ¢ 0

Dot e e oo 1THOGL G0 Teet s thence S0 720y T0rnt W, oo di st sl o

Titeswer et lo centoriine Statien YO0 3004 ¢ 80,00 and porlnt on
.

cui, suad o porat aane boaing 5. 39706 TR0T L 4 distance of

NI Hm%x Corner No. 2 oof United States Survey 312900tk

SiRG L

continiing S. F2RTIUIST W, a distance of 100,00 fect teo a pois
i the wouthorly right of way line of said Alaska Project; theng
S.PTUASY A W, a distance of 1506.60 feet to a peoint of curve;

Dihence nerthuesterly oalong oa 01°48°20% curve to the left (radius
LiT5L05 fecty through an arc of 28%°47'34" a distsnce of 1595.08
Yoot 1o the antersection with the westerily boundary line of ,
Emrted States Survey 1247 and the southerly ‘right of way line of
sid Project; theace N, 007943718 W, along said m:wtcx}v boundar
fine g distance of 274,70 feet to the point of beginnin

The above described tract of land contains 1%,.’9361&_
morc or less, .

PROJECT NO. S-0650(13) -
PARCEL NO. 11

6&\@&@ [‘__, - 4’“: ’
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DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
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