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RS 2477 Research—Chena Hot Springs Area 
Prepared by Charles L. Parr, SR/WA 
 
Oversimplified, RS 2477 was a congressional provision allowing for the construction of 
roads over vacant, public (Federal), unreserved lands.  RS 2477 was repealed in 1976. 
 
George Wilson located and staked the major part of what is now the Chena Hot Springs 
Resort on May 16, 1908, and recorded his “Location Notice” May 28, 1908 in Volume 6 
at Page 615 in the Fairbanks Recording District.  The staking had the effect of 
segregating the land from the public domain so that the establishment of an RS 2477 
right of way could not occur after that.  There is no evidence of any such right of way 
being established before 1908. 
 
When the property was surveyed as USS 1247 in 1916, a road is shown on the plat 
thereof as entering the west boundary of the property approximately 1356’ south of the 
northwest corner at a location south of Monument Creek (field notes at page 202).  The 
road is shown as continuing southeasterly approximately ¼ mile and terminating at a 
group of cabins. 
 
When a portion of the property to the west was surveyed as USS 3129 in 1954, the 
entire west boundary of USS 1247 was retraced.  The plat and field notes for USS 3129 
how a “dozer trail” entering the west boundary of USS 1247 approximately 600 feet 
south of the northwest corner of USS 1247 which is north of Monument Creek and 
about where Chena Hot Springs Road is today.  Neither the plat nor field notes 
reference the road shown on the USS 1247 plat. 
 
When a portion of the property to the east was surveyed as USS 4228 in 1964, the 
entire east boundary of USS 1247 was retraced.  The plat and field notes for USS 4228 
show a runway in the approximate location of the existing runway, but make no 
reference to any road “exiting” USS 1247.  An “unimproved” access road is shown and 
referenced as crossing the east boundary of USS 4228, but there is no reference as to 
where it begins or where it goes.  That access road is also shown on the plat of USS 
4146 (also surveyed in 1964) which is contiguous with USS 4228.  Again, no additional 
information is provided in the field notes.  A “tractor trail” is shown crossing the northerly 
boundary of USS 4146 and mentioned in the field notes without additional information. 
 
Right of way drawings prepared by the Department of Highways in February 1967 for 
the “Chena Hot Springs Road Mile 55 to Chena Hot Springs” project were for the 
present alignment of Chena Hot Springs Road, and terminated the right of way within 
USS 1247 just before the Monument Creek Bridge.  The Department eventually 
acquired that portion within USS 1247 in 1971 by initiating the condemnation process 
and being granted a “Declaration of Taking”.  Monument Creek is shown on the right of 
way drawings and court related documents, but no reference is made to a road or trail 
south of Monument Creek as indicated by USS 1247. 



 
Access to the state mining claims along Monument Creek may exist by means other 
than RS 2477 (e.g., section line easements, prescription, permission, estoppel, etc.).  
The first state claims that were located in the entire township (T3N, R9E) were in 1981 
and 1983, and all of them have been closed since.  The currently active claims on 
Monument Creek were located in 2003 and 2005.  No record of federal claims on 
Monument Creek located prior to State ownership was found. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 Wilson 1908 location notice 
 USS 1247 
 USS 3129 
 USS 4228 
 USS 4146 
 Chena Hot Springs Road Mile 55 to Chena Hot Springs Right of Way plat 
 Declaration of Taking filed 8/6/1971 
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Fairbanks Fear « 4

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA
,

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ALASKA ) PILEDia the Superior Count) State of Maske, Fourth Unsteiet

Plaintiff,
vs.

}
Aug § 1971

cres, more or less; )
IP SPRINGS, INC; ALASKA ) T.

SUEGER,
Clerk

SARANTY COMPANY; UNETTED ) Wt
SMALL BUSINESS AIMINI- ) “SO
$; FATRIANKS NOW STAR ) yyook, v
; ) Qo

) aad . o
Ieefondsaunts. ) " i

sol
|
@

. ” é +8
\

Civil Action No. 71
t| hin _

DECLARATION. OF TAKING >
15° 1, the undersigned, Charles S. Matlock, Deputy Commissioncr

Mt i of Highways of the State of Alaska, on behalf of said State, do hereby
- iiIs t make the following declaration:
ib , l. e

ie (a) The property hereinafter described is taken under the

in
| authority of and in accordance with AS 19.05, AS 19.10, AS 19.20,

10 1 and AS 09.55, which authorize the acquisition of propertyby the
.=

’ Department of Highways, State of Alaska, deemed necessary for the

=i public use of the State of Alaska.
“=

tbh) The public use for which it is necessary to take the

=f mioperty is for the right of way for a Federal Aid Highway designated

‘ ~b as Alaska Project No. 5-0050(13), QHENA HOT SPRINGS ROAD, MILE SS 10

i :
a

; CHENA HOT SPRINGS. This highway will form a part of the State secondary
- $4 me ot,
Dil

“f highway system. The property hereinafter described is deemed necessary
“$a . : ay

r diy -
4

by the undersigned for said public use of the State of Alaska.

: Hel = If.
)

e 3 ay |e a. The property to be acquired aggregates 14.936 Acres, more

; £ 40
| or less, located in the Fairbanks Recording District,

‘ a |
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‘ Parcel No. 1).

noxAGL. raceILL,
falrbunks Rewudi:s y Detett

State of Alaska. The property being taken for public use is
more particularly described in Schedules "A", "B" and "C"
attached hereto, and by this reference made a part hereof.
This is the description of the same land described in the

Complaint filed in the above-entitled action.

* Schedule “NH attached hereto is a plat showing the

property tuhken. Schedule “C" attached hereto is a parce}
vicinity map which shows the location, route, and termini of
said project, on which the property taken is designated as

IV.
The estate or interest in Parcel No. 11 taken for

public use is an estate in fee simple, excepting all oil, gas
and other minerals lying below 100 feet vertically in depth
beneath the surface of the highway right of way within Parcel
No. 11 of Alaska Project No. $-0650(13), CHENA HOT SPRINGS ROAD,”
MILE 55 TO CHENA HOT SPRINGS,

Vv.

The amount of money estimated by the undersigned as

just compensation for the real property or the interests in it
being condemned is $7,450.00.

VI.
The persons or entities who, as disclosed by a diligedt

search of the records, may have or ciaim an interest in the sei
property are:

CHENA HOT SPRINGS, INC., an Alaskan
Corporation;

ALASKA TITLE GUARANTY COMPANY;

UNITED STATES, SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

4FALRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH



sox 24/ race JIZZ,
Fairbanks Reesiiey Ustiet

vil.
By reason of the provisions of the above-mentioned

» the estate or interest described in Paragraph IV

oes immediately vest in the State of Alaska.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1, the undersigned Charles S. Matlock,

omaissioner of Highways of the State of Alaska, on behalf of
te, have

hereunto
subscribed my name this RL day of

\ «
“4

» 1971, at ere Alaska.
Ju AL e4

i
\

§

f *
.
4

vemeeGIARLES STMATLOCK
Deputy Commissioncr of Highways

. “4
_

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to
before

me this day of

park
4

» 1971, ataaggre» Alaska.

bre ‘ Yee
Pes NotaryaS lic in

and
foreek
*

My Comm:ee Fogheah |

w
e
ac

ye
m
et

W
A
ie

m
ar
t

Sh
ee
ar

ca
m

Bani sion expires: a
+ uo emp a

7
1. ay . Messed ‘

i
|‘

we

. statutes

«8
~X

.
3

.
x

.
‘%

‘
»

&
<

3
Aw

w
s

3

=
e«

x
=

+
m

ay
~

~~
~

on
re

et
oe

a
m
m

m
ie

te antonanes

SARA
RS 2



pe
ge
ee
im

et
er
s

Se
th
e
bi

ht
of

H
R
RG

O
O
RR S H

e
Ky

Fo
ie

pe
PR

sook 26/. race. PLE.
Fourbants Readies Utne *

Parce
in Uaited States Survey TAT in Unsurveved Section 26, T. a NL,84 bots bourth Judicial Piatriet, State of Alasia. Thetheya caler of satd tract of Land are a. arpbed a fob lesn*

Do at Cereer Sea, Toot Urated states fecea ye SPM
Q7 Capt oe dl oa ala taece ef fae fh

bese Ge wfi ‘ 4 .
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a tk ET ra? qa

gp fat
; bs Poth ya BG dard ha a. AR eb TE tee gw! .

eb te fb te a eb tae
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onty theuee 8, Fh
Me

8

epee a PRPC fer ty Perce 5. PR OPT eget a bat ant
: eed Ty hte gedne Stat Sor Song # BOG cap gotid aa

tEAM b, aw eton ae tee porat being
cet feel traus Cerger ae. of United States Surveys SPL, tience

Ccbtiiaiete. pe TP PEE Tbe Wy oa distance of 100.00 fect ta a point
Cote Outherdy riygas of way Tine af said Alasha Project; thence

a a stance of feet to a pernt wf curves
Rertiaesderiv a@ieng 61°48 20" curve te the Le tt tradjus

tots les facta threu,h an are of A a distance of 1855.05
foe te the Ghtersectian with the westeriy boundary bine of
pte States Survey i247 and the southcriy right ef way line of

woid Pradects thence A. OO'4S'ES" WL along said we-terly boundary
tan a distance of 274.70 feet to the point ef beginning.the above described tract of Jand contains 14.936 acres,
more or Less.

PROJECT NO. S-0650(15)
PARCEL NO. 11

f
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ll. A tract of land for Alasha Project Na, §-06050(413) situate —
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