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Junesu, Alaska

Dear Mr. Niemi:
Situation Renort

Weather conditions during the four week period ending
December 30, 1951, generally normal for this time of year., However,
a strong wind with gusts uwo to 67 MPH prevailed throughout the day
and evening of Thursday, December 27th. This type of storm is very
unuenal for the Fairbanks vicinity and caused considerable driftine
throughout the roszd system. Through roads were kevt oven to treffic
during the storm but many of the Feeder and Locsl Roads were not
onened until a few days later.

Mr. X. ¥. Gocdson, Disitriet Enesineer, left the employ of
the Aleska Road Commission on the night of December 14th and Mr. M. C.
Zimmerman, Asgistant District Engineer, assumed the position of Digtrict
Engineer on December 15th.

Tisitors in the Fairbanks District durineg this veriod
included Mr. B, D. Stewart, Jr., Chief Cperations Division, who visited
the Fairbanks Office on December 3rd, and Harry White, Master Mechsnic
on December 7th,

Survevs and Plans

Fairbanks~Nenana Survey =

Office work continued on this nroject and by the close of
the veriod (2) Coordinate computations were complete to Station 1961 £ 00
(1) Profile was plotted from Station 701 £ 00 to Station 1747 4 00
(c) Layout on hardshell was completed between Station 701 4 N0 to
Station 1321 -} 00 and (d) Contour sections were vlotted from Station 701
# 00 to Station 17004 00.

Glenn Hishway-Soils Survey P

n
¢

The Soils Survey renort wes completed durine this neribd ”.’

and transmitted to Headquarters?! Office by cur memorandum of .-
December 11, 1951,
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Miscellaneous

Work was conducted on the following listed projects durins
this veriod:

{2) A survey and report was made on conditions of the decking of the Tansna
River, Yerrlck Creek and Johnson River bridges of the Alaska Highway.

() ‘Plans of living Quarters of Maintenance Camps received from Headquarterst
Office were reviewed and regommended changes were noted thereon,

(¢) Cutting and bending schedules were set uv and cutting and bending was
carried out by the shop forces in cooperation with the engineerins departe
mant for reinforcing steel to be used in the Truck Weighing Statlion.

(4) Prevared 2 vlot vlan showing recommended sites together with a foundet-
ion detail for the refrigeration unit which is to be moved from the old
warchouse, '

(e) Compilatidén of brideze location and road mileage date continued during
this veriod.

(f) Additional studies were made of provosed road locations and connections
in the Slaterville-Graehl area.

£l

Construction

Kv By Contract

Contract I-arc-4352, Fairbanks Werbkhouse. A. E. Waxberg
Construction Company. Field inspection and suoervision continued throushoub
the period. It is exvected that all work will be complete with the excention
of overhead doors, outside vainting and thermopane windows by December 3lst
which is the completion date of the contract.

Contract I~-arc-4339, Richardson "C" Bridges. Munter Con-~
struction Company, Inc., A meeting between members of the Munter Construction
Co. and the Alaska Road Commisgion, was held in the District Office on
December 1l4th and 15th. Those present included M. P. Munter, A. W. Roles,
Phil Siekawitch, M. C. Zimmerman and Robert R. Smith. The object of the
meeting was to discuss variance existinz between District records and
Contractor records on Force Account work covered by Chanse Order 2 and 3
for this project.

B. By Torce Account ) PR

Four cars of lumber materials for Alder Creel, J‘ack‘.Wadeﬂ,
King Solomon, Sears and Columbia bridges arrived in Feirbanks and unloading -

L
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overations were started on December 29th. The lumber is presently beins
stored at the Fairbanks Depot and will be transported to bridge sites at
a future date,

Reconstruction.

Yo work accomplighed during this weriod.

Tarm & Industrial Roads

~ No work accomplished during this period.

’

Mzintenance and Gensral

Snow removal and winter maintenance was cerried out satis~
factorlily during this period.

Considerable water is oondine ebove the winter crossing
at the Big Tok River. If this continues it may require repocuting of
traffiec over the old route,

. Seasonal revair and overhaul of equivment progressed
throughout the periocd.

Administration

Mr, Gunderson, Administrative Officer, attended the Admin-
istrative Conference in Juneau, returning to Fairban%e, December 14, 1951,

Considerable extra work to the normal operation is being
experienced in prevarine year-end reports. This extra work and being
understaffed, due to six resiesnations in the Administrative devariment,
will cause considersble difficuliy in processing the normel workload
until revlacements ere obtained.

The new regulations which decrease leave accrual and
which reguire a year!s service for wmromotion have defirnitely thrown a
hardship in retaining classified versonnel and may also be a handicav
in obtaining new employees.

Very truly yours,
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Alasks Road Commission  }p (
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Dear Mr. Nlemi: .
Situstion Report

«

Temperatureg during the four week period ending December
2, 1951 were above normal for this time of years Warm weather
during the first part of the period caused icing on the roadway
gurface at varlous locations and congiderable sanding was Tequireds
Snowfall hes been light and very little drifting hag ensued. All
roads winter maintained by the Fairbanks Distriet were open to
traffic at 2ll times,

Visitors in the Fairbanks District during this peried ineluded
the followinge Mrs Ae. To Ghiglione, Commissioner of Roads, Mr. B. D.
Stewart, Jrs, Chief, Operations Division and Mrs Ted Fitch, Labor
Relationsg Advisor of the Lebor Relations Department, Office of )
Territories, Washington, D. Ce Mr. Fitch spent severzl days in the
District gathering information pertzining to labor policies, labor
problemg and other matters spplicable to labor relations for this
BTECa .

_ By letter of November 12, 1951 I advised Hesdouarterst
office to the effect that I was resigning a2s Distriet Engineer,
Fairbanks District, effective December 15, 1951. Mre M. Ca
Zimmerman, presently employed as Assistant District Englneer of the
Fairbanks Distriet, will assume the position of District Engineer
after December 13, 1951,

Surveys & Plans

Fair‘banks—Nenana Survey = Mre 7. Hugh Wilson, Locating Engineer,

0ffice work consisted of reducing field notes, computing
quantities and plotting of plan and profile. A T

L
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Glenn Highway « Soilsg Survey = Mr. Harvey Dunham, Materials Engineer

Laboratory work, drawing sketches and complling of notes
has advanced steadily and the materials report should be ready for
distribution approximately December 8, 1951.

Contract Engineering « Mr. Harvey Dunham, Resident Engineer

Fairbanks Warehouse, Contract I~are~4352 — A. B. Waxberg
Construction Companys A shipment of Insulation material was delivered
on November 28, 1951 and work on the project has stepped up considerablys
Progress of the work is satisfactory and at present the project ig
964 completes

Noyes Slough Bridge -~ Contract I~arc~4299 and
Richardson "CY Bridges - Contract I~are-4339., IEngineering
work on these two projects is primarily at a standstill,

Miscellaneous

Construction drawings and materials lists for the Weighing
Station have been reviewed and sketches are being prepared for field
layouta

Compilation of bridge location and road mileage data, which
wag obtained last summer, was started during this period.

Construction

By Contract.

A1l contract work, except the Fairbanks Warshonge project,
was suspended during the early part of October,

Contract I~are~4352, Fairbanks Warehouse ~ A. E. Waxberg
Construction Companys As noted under Surveys and Flans, construction-
work on this project is proceeding satisfactorilys Alaska Road
Commission forces intend to occupy the warehouse the first part of
December., Several itemsg of work which are unfinished are to be
completed later on when weather conditions are more favorable.

By Ferce Account

e

A1l Forece Account work, except a few days apent on the
Taylor Highway, was suspended prior to the close of the last report
period, e

#
i

Taylor Highway — Tetlin Junction to Eagle. TFrom November
Lth to 8th a small crew remained a2t the Forty Mile River Camp for
the primary purpose of constructing a passable road along ths frozen
hillside coming into the Forty Mile River, This was completed to -
a twelve (12) foot width on November 8th and construction on this

route was closed down for the wintere
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Faim and Industrial Rosda

No work accomplighed during this period.

Reconstruction and Improvement

A four (4") concrete slab was placed over the entire
floor srea in the heavy duty equipment ghop at the Tok Depot. Six
(6) railroad rails were placed in each twenty (20) foot stall and
g0 gpaced to support the weight of heavy equipment brought in for
repairss This installation, plus the added feature of florescent
lighting which will be installed when the fixtures arrive, will
definitely create hetter working conditions and enhance the value
of this shop materially. :

Maintenance and General

Snow removal and winter maintenance wag carried on satis~
factorily during this period. land ice areas have developed at
various locations but to date have given no serious trouble.

Two trucks have been equipped with a snow plow on the front
and a blad attachment on the rear, These units are actively engaged
in snow removal work and have proven to be very effective,

Repair work on the Tanana Bridge, located on the Alaska -
Highway, consisted of removing broken sections of the deck and
replacing with native lumber. .

Seasonal repair and overhaul of equipment of both the
Fairbanks Depot and Tok Depot shops is progressing satisfactorily
and all equipment should be in good condition for next seasonls
operations.

The Tok Depot isg presently housing and feeding approximately
20 employees of the Mortensen Construction Company and housging
approximately 40 employees of the Wiggins Construction Companye.

Administrative

The functions of the Administrative Division are relatively
current at this time. Mr. Gunderson, Adminigtrative Officer, lefl
Falrbanks on November 29+h to attend an Administrative Conference
at the Headguarters 0ffice, Juneau,

Very truly yours,

/1

K. F» Goodson
District Engineer
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¥r. Wlldem J. Wiemd
Chief Enginser

Alasks Road -Jommission
Junean, Alaske

Dear Hr, Flemi;

qg}jnauan Repord

Teuperatures during the four week period ending Dscember -
2, 1951 were above normel for this time of years; Varm weather
during the first part of the period eaused ioing om the rosdway
surfacs at various locations and considerable sanding was required,
Snowfall has been light and very 1ittle drifting has ensued. ALl
vonds winter maintained by the Pairbanks Diatriet were ocpen 3o
traffie at all times. -

Tisitors in the Feirbanks Didtrist daring this period ineluded
the following: Mr. A. . Ghiglione, OCommissisnsr of Roads, Mr. B, D,
Stewart, Jrs, Chief, Operations Division and Mr. Ted ¥iteh, Iaboy
Relations Advimor of the Labor Relatiens Depariment, Office of
Territories, Washington, D. €, ¥r. Fiteh spent several days in the
Distriet gethering information perteining te labor policies, ladbor -
problems and ether matters applieabin 40 labor relations for this
area, )

By latter of November 12, 1951 I ndvised Headquarters?
office to the effeet thot I was resigning ax Distriet Enginser,
Failrbanks Distriet, sffective Desember 15, 155). Mr. M. C.
Zimmerman, presently employed ss Assistant Diatrict Enginesr of the
Fairbanke District, will amsume the positidn of Distriet Enginser
after December 15, 1951,

Burveys & Flans

Teirbanke-Renana Survey -~ Mr, T. Bugh Wilson, Lodating Enginesr,

Offiae work consisted of redueing field notes, computing\
quantities and plotiing of plan and profile. o oo

- .
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]

Glenn Highway - Soils Survey — Mr. Harvey Dunham, Materials Inginesr

Laboratory work, drawing sketohes and eompiling of notes |
has advansed ateadily and the materials report should be ready for
distridution approximately December 8, 1951. ‘

Contract Engineering — Mr. Horvey Dunham, Resgidsnt Engineer

Fairbanks Warshouse, Contract I-are-4352 - A. B. Waxberg
Constraction Company. A shipaent of insulation material was delivered
on November 28, 1951 and work on the project has stepped up considsrably.
Progress of the work is satisfactory and at prcunt the project ia
964 completes

'R

¥oyes Slough Bridge — Contract x-m-azsg and -
Riehardson *CF Mridgss ~ Oontract I-are=-i329, Engineering
work on thews two projeets is primarily at a .standatill. ; '

'mscalunom

Construction drawings and materisls lists for the Weighing
Station have been reviswed and sketches are being prepared for field
lnyouts

.- fempilatien of bridze loeation and road milesge dats, whieh
was ochtained last summer, was started during this pssiod.

Qonstyustion
b e ]

3By Contraet.

A1l contract work, exsept the Fairbanks Warehouss pro,jont,
was guspended durinz the early part of October,

Contract I-are-4352, Fairbanks Warshouse - A. E. Waxberg
- Qonstruetion Qompany. As neted under Surveys and Plans, construction
work en this projeet is proceeding satlsfactorily. Alaske Road ]/
Commission forgces intend to occupy the wareshouse the first part of
Decspber. gSeveral items of work which are unfinished are to e
completed lmntsr on vhen weather sonditions are more favorable.

By Porce Aecount

All Fores Account work, sxeept & few days apent on the
Taylor Highway, was suspended prior to the elese of the last report
periocd.

Taylor Highway = Tetlin Junetion to Hagle. From November
Lth to 8th a amall srew remsined st the Forty Mile River C8mp for
the primary purposs of constructing a pessadle road mlong the froze
hillside coming into the Forty Mile River, This was sompleted to
2 twelve (12) foot width on November Bth and construction on tnds /

routs was cloned down for the winter, ) ;y
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Faim and Industrisl Ronds

‘¢ ‘Yo werk mecomplished during this peried.

Reconstruction and Im

provensiy

A four (L") gonerste slab was placed over the entire
floar mrsa in the heavy duty eguipment shop at the Tok Depot. Six
{6) railread rails wers placed in sach itwenty (20) foot stall and
80 spaced t0 suppert the weight of heavy equipment brought in for
repeirs. This installation, plus the added featurs of florescent
14zhting which will be installed when the fixtures arrive, will
definitely ereats better working conditions snd enhance the value
of this shop materially,

i

Vaintenance and Qensral

- ) /- ‘ r" L
Suow removal and winter maintsnanes wag carried on satis-
factorily during this period. Yand ice Arsas have developsd at

various locations but to dats have given no serisus trouble,

Two trucks have hesn eguipped with A gnow plow on the front
and a blod attachment on the rear. Thess units are actively snzaged
in snov removal work and have proven to ba very effective.

Repair work on the Tanana Bridse, loeated on the Alaska
Hizhway, consisted of removing broken sections of the deck and
replaeing with native lumber.

Seasonal repair and overhaul of squipauent of both the
Tairbanks Depot and Tek Depot shops is progressing matisfactorily
and 81l squipment should be in goed condition for next seasonls
sperations.

fhs Tok Depot ia presently hounsing and feeding approximately
20 smployees of the Mortensen Construction Company and housing
approximately 4O employses of the Wizgins Construction Company,

Adminisgtrative

The functions of the Administrative Division are relatively
corrent Bt this time. Mr. Gunderson, Administrative Officer, lefd
Fairbanks on Rovember 29th te attend an Administrative Conferenge
At tha Seadwuarters 0ffice, Junesu,

Yery truly yours,

*}M‘“M%\
Lt 3
X. ¥» Goodsoa i N s kY
-~ o s %
o ALy f
District Ingineer | 4
1 - P ‘:;:‘2 !
LY B \»{:g H
oW O A
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Mr. ¥illism J. Nieml o
Chief Engineer CS Fosrsss

Alagka Road Commission e s
Junesun, Alasks

Dear Mr., Niemi:
Situation Hepert

-

The four week' period ending November 4, 1951, has been marked
by the rapid termination of construction and reconstruction within the
Falrbanks District end the chenge~over from summer maintensnce to winter
maintenance. During the early portion of the period, extremely cold
weather prevailed with occasional light snows but during the latter port-
ion of the period, warmer wezther brought very slinvery highways requir-
ing considerable sanding snd drainage problems, All roads maintzined by
the Fairbanks District were open to traffic at 2ll times, Maintenance
on the Steese Highway north of Chataniks was discontinued on October 15,
1951. The maintensnce of the Richardson Eighway from Mile Post 249 south
was discontinued October 12, 1951, Maintenance of the EBlliott Highway
west of Olnes was discontinued October 15, .

Mr., L. L. Fichole, Area Superintendent at Tok, was terminated
Cctober 15, 1951, for the ressons as reported in the previous Situation
Report. Mr. Claude Rogers has sssumed the duties and responsibilities
of Generzl Foreman in the Tok Ares and his progress toward reorgenizat-
ion of the mersonnel and work under nrogresss has been noteworthy. Mr.
Rogers very definitely has filled a need within the Fairbanks District
for a man capzble of suvervising a comolete operation without detailed
sunervision from his supervisors. It is gratifying to me to know the
gituation in Tok is at last in cepable hands,

During the past veriod, officials both of the Headquarters?
Office, Junesu, and Washington, D.C. were visitors within the Pairbanks
District. Mr. ¥m. J. Niemi, Chief Engineer, in company with Mr, Dale
Doty, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, were here during the neriod.
The Assistant Secretary was driven over gseversl fatm roads in the
Fairbanke District and made a brief tour of the Fairbanks Demot. Mr,
A, F. Ghiglione, Commigsioner of Roads, was & visitor during the esarly
portion of the neriod and was shown the comnleted farm roads within
the Pairbanks Area.
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Surveys & Plans

Farm and Industrial Roads

Steese Hishway Reconstruction — Work suspended.,

¥airbanks-~Nenana Survey - Mr. T, Huzh Wilson - Locating Engineer,

Mr. Wilson returned from annual leave on QOctober 28, 1951, and
progresg on the Fairbanke-Nenana Survey has been limited to October 29
to November 2, 1951, Mr. Wilson, together with Mr. Brown, has started
office calculations on fleld notes primerily checking the lbavel notes
which included a closing an error near Nenans end carrying the U.5.E.D.
coordinates from a tie near Nenans back to Nster.

Taylor Hishway ~ Mr. Robert R. Smith = Resident Engineer.

Mr. Smith has commenced the tagk of plotting many vertical and
horizontal line changes accomplished on the Taeylor Highway from Chicken
to the Forty Mile os well as the provosed alisnment bheyond Liberty
Creek toward Hagzle, It is planned &8s near as vossible to have a come
vlete working olan for the Forty Mile Road for the next season as a
result of Mr. Smithls labors during the next two months.

Contract Ensineering — Harvey Dunham, Resident Engineer,

Fairbanks Warehouse — Contract Iwsrcai’52 « A, B, Waxbers
Construction Commany. The contrazctor has made a ravid vrogress on
this construction snd it is vpresently 90% comnleted. With the
excention of the ceiling insulation, sheathing, and interior painting
the building is ready fer occuvancy. During the past month, the
electrical wiring, heating and ventilating, concrete floor slabs,
interior wall sheathing, insnlation, etc., were completed. The
contractor has agreed to suppnly at no extra cost to the Alaska Road
Commigsion doors of sufficient utility to pmrovide occupaney of the
building during the veriod we are aweiting delivery of specified
exterior canopy~tyne doors and interior sliding dcors. Cooperation
received from this contrzctor is considerable and we are gratified
to have A. B. Waxberg Construction Company doing this work,

Noyes Slouzh Bridege -~ Contract Iwarc~44299., Munter Construction
Comoany. All work suspended on this contract. Discontinued weekly
revorts on October 7, 1951.

Richardson "C" Bridges w Contract Iw-arc-4339 — Munter Con-
struction Company. Comoleted progress estimate #4 and #5. Checking
field notes, Work suspended as of October 5, 1951,
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Force Account Ensineerings

During the past period, the engineerins group set slope stakes
over slough for fill at Dawson and Front Streets in Graehl, This is in
connection with the authorized access to Bentley Island,

In addition in sccordance with Work Order #351, the engineers
surveyed and plotted the Kenneth A. Murray gravel pit.

The Materials grouo accumleted samples brought to the Fairbanks
Laboratory where all the samples are being enalyzed and determinations
relative to the proposed surfacing of the Glenn Bighway are basing
formulated, The magnitude of thie work is considerable and the progress
made by this group has been most satisfactory. It is expected that this
phase of the work will bhe completed vrior to December 1 and that a
revort czn be assembled shorily thereafter,

Personnel - Clasgsified 9

Construction

By Contract. As oreviously noted, Contract I-arc-4299, Noyes Slough
Bridge, Contract I~are-4339, Richardson "C" Bridees, and the Bichardson
Section "C" are presently suspended for the winter sezson. ¥No progress
has been noted on any of these projects, *

Contract Iearc~4352 — Fairbanks Warehouse « A, B. Waxberg
Construction Company. As noted under Surveys and Plans, construction
work on this oroject is proceeding satisfactorily..

The Alaska Highway, Section A,Bl, under contract to Rogers
Construction Company and Babler Bros, is still in operztion on a limited
gcale, The contraector is hauling imoorted borrow from the Johnson River
borrow pit and is making very good progress, It ig anticipated thet
in the very near future, before November 15, the line change toward the
south end of the job will be open to traffiec., Neither the contractor
or the Bureau of Public Roads have Ziven me information that this is
their attemnt, but from observation, believe it is entirely possidle,

By Force Account.

Taylor Eighway - Tetlin Junction t6 Begle. During the peried
the construction on this project was curtailed to the extent that only
15 people are presently engaged in construction work, This personnel
is housed at the Forty Mile River camp and their every effort is being
extended toward constructing a passable road on the gidehill coming into
the Forty Mile River, As of this date, there is espvwroximately 175%
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remaining to be built. Progress is discouragingly slow but I have no
criticism to offer since I cannot come up with a faster method for accome-
vplishins the work. It 1s heartbrealting to see men lebor as diligently

as these men hove done and orogress so very, very slowly. A big day

for either of the erews is 157, 15 sounds like hard-rock tunnel work

but in this terrain, 15Y - 8! to 10Y wide is & long, hard day's work for
eight men with a comoressor, D-8 Caterpillar tractor, stesm thawing boiler,
three jackhammers, five steam points and 4OO¥ of powder,

Ag noted in the nrevious revort, the Taylor Hishway is in a
very good position to be rapidly built next season. There are saveral
dirty jobe to be done but the majority of the work is ready for constructe
ion at a ravid pace, There were no revorting features to be noted this
period and the same repert submitted last month is submitted agzain this
month. One subject of note may be revorted at this time, We have employed
a Mr., Jess Davis ag bridge foreman., Mr. Davis has had previous experience
with the Alagka Road Commission in the Anchorage District a8 well as in the
Valdez District as carpenter foreman and bridge foreman. He answers a
very definite need within the wageboard structure of this District and i%
is planned that Mr. Devis will head up the bridge consiruction forces as
well 28 the maintenance of devots and other wooden structures., With
equipment on order from the Excess Property List, it is planned to
egtablish at both the Fairbanks and Tok Devots & small carnenter shov
that can furnish to the field pre-cut forms or other requirements 4in
lumber to minimize the hand labor necessary on any of our construction. Mr.
Davis will have employees in his group who can be assigned this work
whenever it is required.

Cleared and grubbed previously revoried 131,6 miles

" " " this perioed 0 "

" " " to date 131.6 ¥
Graded and drained previocusly reported 125,3 "

n " " this period n

ft n f to date 125,35 #
Surfaced mreviocusly revorted 88.8 M

" this period 0 "

" to date 88,8 ¥

Personnel ~ Wageboard 15

Glenn Hishway « Section "CY,

With the excention of itwo frost humps near the Log Cabin Inn,
the orimary gradings snd draining of the Glenn Highway, Section "CV", from
the Little Tok River fo the Alaska Highwaey is comnlete, Phenomenal progress
was made in grading the last three days of the work which wes completed
October 17. Thers wers seversl days of clean-up work zs well as blading
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end shaving the graded roadway but essentially on the 17th, the yardage
had been placed. There are two minor construction jobs to be comnleted
next yesr in comnection with this vroject in addition to the dridges not
yet completed. The previously mentioned frost humps will have to be

graded down to the plen grade and alignment and can eagily be dons in the
early spring of 1952.

On Ogtober 31, 1951, a temporary ice crossing of the Tolk River
wag made and treffic was routed over the new construction of the Glenn
Highwey from Mineral Point Landing Field to- Clearwater, There are detours
at the two fresh water sloughs, Trail Creek and Tolt River where the
bridges are not yet installed. Piling has been driven at all locations and
the backfills have been made. The orimary requirement now is stringers
and decking to complete all of these hridzes. Traffic is crossing the
0ld Iittle Tok River Bridge without difficulty. The total length of this

construction is 33.27 miles from the Custom Station to the Little Tok
River:

Cleared and stripped previously reported 31,6 miles
" n " this period 7.12 "
" " H to date 238,72 #
Graded and drained previously reported 21,2
.oon " this period 11,3 ¢
"o " 4o date 32,5
Surfaced previously reported ‘ 12,45 M ‘
" this period 0 f
" to date 12,45

Personnel -~ Wageboard O
Clzssified 0

Yarm & Industrial Roads

Progress was made on the Chena Hot Svnrings road dbeinz constructed
for the residents of the Steel Creek. In addition to the 43 miles along
the vproposed Chena Hot Springs road, a spur road two miles in length
connecting this rozd to the 0ld Steel Creek Road was constructed., This
gsour road was nothing more than a cleared trail about 20F wide and gave
access to four homestsaders in the area., These homesteadsrs provided
$200.00 to pay for the wages of the men and the fuel used. - The Alaska
Road Commission furnished the equipment at no cost to the interested
partiegs, The Chena Hot Springs road is not comvlete throughout but all
nersons concerned have access now to a hizhway. On the east end of the
road there is a section of about 600! across z boggy slough that will
involve considerable material and could not pessibly have been built
with the funds avaeilable.
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Under this heading, it is noted the connection to Bentlay
Island, Work Order #1345, was comvleted. This required a2 f£ill of about
3200 yards and a 36" culvert, 80! long. The completed work was very
gatisfactory and created considerable comment. The efficiency of the
crew workinz on this was very notable,

Reconstruction and Improvement

No work was accomplished during the past month on sny items
of reconstruction and improvements as defined by the budsget items. Howe
ever, many hizhwsys were improved by incressed drainsge or eliminastion
of brush alongside the highway.

Maintenance and General .
Snow removal and other winter maintenance was progressing with a

minimum force, The equipment employed by the Fairdbanks District is zdequate,

No marticular requirements sare noted. Exveriments were madg during the

past month to try connecting engine driven arc welders to small diameter

steel pive susvended within culverts where land-ice sections jJeopardize

the drainare, The exveriment was a complete failure., The principal

difficulty was creating enough heat to thaw the ice without burning the

arc welder leads first, With greater amperace arc welders, this exneriment

counld possihly be sudcessful but it is the opinion of this Office that

results would be of doubtful value, all things congidered. I am satisfied

now that this 1s not the answer or a substitute for contimued thawinsg by

steam boiler culverts where land-lice areas accumulate,

Administrative

The functions of the Adminigtrative Section are current at
this time. The mersonnel of this group has stebilized and 1% is
anticivated that we will not require additional help. Misgs Pauline
Johnson was transferred from the Headquarterst Office to the Fairbanks
District Office as Pgyroll Supervisor and is doing a very creditable
Jobs Personnel recently employed have learned their functions very
Well.

Very truly yours,

k.

K. F. Goodson
Digtrict BEngineer
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Mr. ¥illism J. Wiemi
Chief Engineer .
Alagicn Boad Commiseion
Junesun, Aleska

Desr Mry. Nlemis
Bituation Revort

. The four week pericd ending November &, 1951, hus been marked
by the ranid $ermination of construction and reconstruetion within the
Fairbanks District and the change-over from summer maintenance o winter
maintenance, During the early vortion of the period, extremely celd
weather prevailed with ocecasional light snows but during the latter mort-
ion of the period, warmer westher bronght wery slippery highways requir-
ing consideradle sanding end drainese nwroblems. All roade maintained YWy
the Prirbanks District were open to traffie at ell times. Maintensnce
on the Stesss Highway north of Chatanike was dincontinued on October 13,
1951, The maintenance of the Richardson Highway from Mile Post 239 south
was discontimed Octobder 12, 1951. Maintensnce of the Blliett Highway
wast of Olnes was dipcontinued Cctoder 15,

Hr. 5. L. Hichols, Area Sunerintendent at Tok, was terminated
October 15, 1951, for the resscne ms revorted in the previcus Situstion
Repoert. H¥r. Clande Rogers has assumed the duties and responsibilitiesn
of Qesneral Foreman in the Tolt Area and his vrogress toward reorzanizat-
ion ef the personnel and werk under prograsr has been noteworthy. Nr.
Rogers very dafinitely has f£11led o need within the Fairbanks District
for & man canable of sunervising a comnlete sperstion without detailed
supervision from his supervisors. Tt 4s zratifying to me to know the
gituation in Tok is at last in cavable hands,

During the past period, officials both of the Headquarters'

Office, Junesun, and Washington, D.C. were vinitors within the Pairbanks
District, Hr. Wm. J. Fiemi, Chief Engineer, in cemvany with ¥r. Dale
Doty, Assletent Seorstary of the Interior, wers hare during the neried.
The Assistant Secretary was driven over asversal faim roads in the
Fairbanks District and made a brhef tour of the Fairdbanks Depot. Nr.
AT Shiglione, Commissioner of Roands, was a visiteor during the sarly

Aportion of -ths period pad was shown the commleted farm roesds within

/ the Falrbanks Area.
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Burvov! g & Plans

Farm and Industrial Roads

Stesse Hishway Reconstruetion - Work suspended.

Fairbanka-Nenana Survey « Mr. 7. Huzh Wilson -~ Locating Engineer.

Mr. Wilson returned from annual leave on Qctober 28, 1951, and
progrese on the Fairbarks-Nensns Sarvey has been limited to Qetodber 29
to November 2, 1951, Mr. Wilson, together with My, Brown, his started
office osleulations on fisld notes primarily cheelking the level notes
which included & closing an error nesy Nenana #nd gsrrying 'khe U.S.E D.
coordinates from & tie neer Nenens dack to Bster.  °

r
A}

Taylor Hishway - Mr. Rebert R. Smith — Resident Enzineer.

¥r. Smith has commenced the task of nlotting many vertical and
horizontal line chenges accomplished on the Tarfor Righwey from Chioclken /
to the Forty Mils 28 well an the provosed aliznmsnt beyond Liderty
Creek toward HDagle., It 48 nlanned &8 near he noseidble to have 3 com-
vlets vorking olen for the Forty Mile Road far the next season st a
result of Mr, Smith's labors during the next fwo months,

gontract Bnsineerine - Harvey Innham, Resident Engineer,

Feirbanks ¥Warshouse - Contract I-arcaids2 - A, B, Waxberg
Construction Company. The contractor has mads a revid orogress on
this construction and 1% is nresently 90% comnleted. With the
axcevtion of the ceiling insulation, shesthing, and interior painting
the building is ready for oeccuvancy. During the vpast month, the
electricel wiring, heating and ventilating, concrete floor sladbs,
interior wall sheathing, insulation, ete., were comnleted. The
contractor has agreed to fupply &t no extra cost to the Alasks Road - //'/
Commission doors of suffieient utility te provide occupaney of the
building during the pericd we are swaiting delivery of specified
exterior canopy-tyve doora and interior sliding doors. Cocpsration
received from this contractor is considerable and we are gratified
to have A, ¥, Waxberg Construction Commany doing this work,

Foyes Slough Bridee - Contract I-are-4299., MWunter Construction )/
Comoany. All work gusnended on thie contrmct. Discontinued weekly
reverts on Gcto'bor 7, 1951,

o, Richardson 80" Byldges « Contract I-arc-4339 - Hunter Con~ /
A/atmctien Comvany. Completad progress estimate 44 and 45, Checking
¢ fleld %otjss. ¥ork suppended ms of October 5, 1951,
f'%; - Ry
g bt ‘fg‘f ’,”",j }
/
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romre

Forcs Account Ensinecring

During the past period, the sngineering group set slove stak;s :
over slough for £ill at Dawson and: Front Streets in Grashl, This 4ig in
egonnection with t.he authorized acceens to Bentley Island,

In pddition in nccerdance with York Order #1351, the ongineern
gurvayad and plotted the Kenneth A. Murrsy gravel pit.

The Materials group accumulated samnlen ’omught %o, the Fairdanics
Laboratory where all the samoles are being analyzed and determinations
relative to tha prepossd surfacing ef the O8lsnn Highwey are being . .. |
formulnted. The maznitude of thies work is eonsidersbls .and the progress
mads by this group has baen most satisfactery. I% is expsctsd that this
phase of the work will he tomoleted mrior to Desember 1 and that =
revort can be assemhled shortly thersaféer, ’

Parasonnel - Jlassified 9

Construetion -

By Contract. As oreviously noted, Contract/f-are-8209, Noyes Slough

Bridge, Contract I-arc-4339, Richardson *§f Bridges, and the Ric}mrdsonﬂ(
Bection "C0" are presently susvended for the winter season. . Vo 'prograss

has been noted mn pny of theae projests,

Contract I-arc-4352 — Pairbanks ¥Warehouss = A, B. Waxbers
Construction Comoany. As noted under Surveys and Plans, comnstruction
work on this nreject ia proceeding sstisfacterily.

The Alaska Highway, Bection A,Bl, under contract to Rogers
Construction Comvany and Babler Bres. is atil) in operation on a limited
scale. The contractor is hauling imported borrow from the Johnaon River -
borrow pit and is malking very good vrogress, It is anticipated that
in the very near future, before November 15, the line chanze toward the
south end of the job will he open to traffic. Neither the contracter
or the Buresn of Public Roads have Fiven me informstion thet this is
their sattemot, but from obmerwvetion, beliave 1% is entirely possidle.

By Fores Acgound, : i
.«l'),_ Yy >

‘.l’a,vlm- Bighway - Tetlin Junction to Eagzle. During the perioed
the construction on this vproject was curtailed to the extent thet omly /
15 paople are presently engaged in construction work. This personnel

is housed.at the Ferty Mils River gamn and their every effort is dbeing

extended toward constructing a passable road on the sidehill coming into

the Forty Mile River. As of thia date, theres is snoroximately 175
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‘remaining to be built. Progress is discouragingly slow but I have no
criticism to offer since I cammot come up with a faster method for adcom-
plishing the work. It is heartbrealing to see men labor as diligently

ag these men have done and vrogress so very, very slowly. A big doy

~ for #ither of the orews ie 157. 157 gpounde 1liks hard-rock tunnel work .

- but in this terrain, 157 - 8F to 10! wide is a longz, hard day'es work for -

oight men with-u commressor, D-8 Catervillsr trsctor, stesm thmrin.g boiler,
thres ,jnckhnmmars, five steam points and 1&00# of new&-r.

S Aa notmi in the previous renort, tho Ta,vlor Rig‘nnv is 1n u U
very good position to be ranidly built next season. Thers.are severa) =
dirty jobe to be done but the majority of the work ip resdy for conastructe
ion at a ravid pace. There wers no reporting feetures to be noted this .
period.sand the same Fevert sutmitted last month is submitted mgein this
month. One subjeet of note may ds renorted at this time. We heve employed
~ 8 Mr, Jees Davis as bridge foreman. Mr. Davis has had prsvious exverisnce
with the Alaska Rond Commission in the Anchorage District as well as in the
Valdes District me carpenter foreman and bridge foreman., He answers s
very definite need within the wageboard ztructure of this District and it
is nlanned that ¥r. Devia will head up the bridge conetructisn forves as
wvell @s the maintensance ¢f denots and other weoden structures., With
equivment on order from the Excess Properdty List, it is planned to
establish at both the Fairbankas and Tok Denote & small osarpenter shop
that e¢an furnish to the field pre-cut forms or other requirements in
lumber to minimize the hand labor necessary on any of our sonstructign. WNr.
Davis will have employees in his grouv who can be mssigned this worke
whenaver it in requirs_d,. , : _ 4,

' 1332 = M
Gleared sind grubbed previocusly ranortaa -131.6 miles " f
n

\1%;3

L L] this neried 0 ,-a 7
A w4 date AT i
R ' R o
graded and drained previously renmorted 125,49 ¥ .
L LA this vperisd 0 f : -
R " " to dats . 125‘3 4 ‘ l‘r/
Surfasced previsusly renerted 88.8 #
L this vneriod 0 "
w to dmte ' 88,8 1

Personnel - Wageboard 15
Glenn Highway = "Boction ugn,

; ,a”,"ﬂth the excention of two frost humvs near the Loz Cabin Inn,
the primary gradine snd dreining of the Glemn Highway, Section "CY, from ,
the Little Tolk Hiver %o the Alaska Highway is complete. Phenomonul progress
wag made in grading the last three days of the work which was completed
Octeber 17. There wers several days of clean-up work ss well as blading
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and shaving the graded rosdwiy but essentinlly on the 17th, the yardage
had been placed. There are two minor construction jobs to be comnleted
next year in connsction with this nreject in addition to the bridges not
yet comnleted. The oreviously mentioned frost humps will have to be

graded down to the nlan gm&o and” nlignmen'r and can ennily be done in the
early spring 6:! 1952.

On Ostober 31, 1951, & temparary ice crossing of the Tok River y
was made mnd treffic wee routed over tha new construction of the Glenn
Hizhwey from Minaral Point Landing Fisld te Dlesrwatsr., There are detours
at the two fresh water slourhe, Trail Oreek and Tok River where the
bridges are not yet installed. Piling has been driven st all locations and
the backfills have been made. The vrimsry requiremsnt now is sirinzers
and decking 1o commlete all of these bridges. Traffis is crossing the
old Little Tok Biver Bridge without 4ifficulty. The total length of this

construction is 33.27 miles from the austom Btation to the Littla Tok
River:

Gleareé. fmd stripped previously revorted a1,6 mile!
n " this veried 7.12° & 5,7 “’fgﬁiﬁ»zﬁ*‘(
R N “ a tﬂ a‘te ‘.! 38.73 '
' Greded and drained previously reported 21;2 "
nooo " this peried ILT WLy "*4“" })ugu"’
# L] n to date 32!5 n mzuﬂw
' Burfaced wreviously raported 12,45 *
4 this peried 0 "
# to date 12,45

Personnel - Wazebeard 0
Clagaified 0

Tarm & Inﬁustriai Ropds

L3

Progreas waa made on the Chena Hot Springs road being construeted
-#or the residents of the Stesl Oreek. In sddition to the 4% miles along
the proposed Chene Hot Springs road, & spur read 4wo miles in length ’
connecting this rosd to the 014 Stesl Oreck Roed was constructed, This -
sovur roed was nothing more than a cleared trail about 20V wide and zave
access to four homestendarz in the ares. These homestesaders nrovided
$200.00 to pay for the wazes 0f the men and the fuel used. The Alaska
Road Compissiop furnished the equirment at no cost to the intesrested
parties. The 0K Hot Springs read is not cemnlete throughout but all

npersons concerned thave access now to & hikhwey. On the emst end of the j’
road thepe,is a sestion of about 600 mcross 2 boggy sleugh that will g ""{
involve coreddérable material and could not pessibly bave been bmilt _ A7 L
with the funds nvaila‘ble. e /,/ ]
“h ,-’“ @.‘\, N . ;Y&,, " t}»} \--(4 (“f‘ -‘/ o ‘L
' LA T A P il
<A ""M-—' i~
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Under this heading, it 4s noted the conneetion te Bentley
Island, Worlk Order #345, was comnleted. This required & f£ill of about )
7200 yards and a 36" culvert, 80! lonz. The comnleted worlk was very
satisfactory and created considersble comment. The sfficiency of the
¢rew working on this was very notable.

Reconstruction snd Imorovemsnt .
b

No work was sccomplighed during the past month on any items
of reconstruction and improvements as defined by the btudget items. How-

ever, many highwasys were improved by increased drainsge or elimination
of brush alongside the highway,

Maintesnance mnd General

Snow removal and other winter maintenance wes progressing with a
minimum force., The equivment employed by the Fairbenks District is adequbte,
Ko particular requirements are noted., XExveriments were mads during the
paet month to $ry connecting ensgzine driven are welders to small diameter
steel pine suspended within culverts whare lsnd-ice sections jeopardize
the drainege. The sxveriment was a complets failure. The vrincinal
difficulty was ereating enough heat to thaw the ies without ¥Ymrning the
are welder lesds first. With greater amperasze arc welders, this experiment
could nossibly be sufcessful dut it 4s the ovinion of this 0ffice that
results would he of doubtful value, all things considered., I am satisfied
nov that this is not the answer or a substitute for contimued thawing by
ateam boller culverts where land-ice arsas sccumulate,

Administrative

The funciions of the Adminigstrative Section urs gurrent at
this 4$ime. The personnel of this gr-up has stabilized and it 4i»
anticivated that we will not raquire additional help. Minms Pauline
Johneon wag transferred from ths Headquarters! Office to the Fairbanks
Diagtrict Office asg Pgyroll Superviser and is doing a very creditable

Job., Pearsonnel regently empleved have learned their functions very
w&lll

Very truly yours,

. K. F, Goodson
e g
s m\“ District IAnginasr
> f;"‘ nl.-\i
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Mr. Willian J. ¥iemi
Chief Engineer .
Alaskza Read Commiasion
Juneau, Alasgka

Deer Mr. Niemi: -

S4+tnation Renort

At the close of the remortine peried, October 7, 1951,
the FPairbanks District was exmeriencinz the besinning of winter. Snow
and ‘extremely unsessonable cold weather prevailed throuszhout the Distriet,
During ths majority of the renorting neriocd, the bvrozress on the cone
struction and reconstrnetion on the hizhwars nroceeded with continued
progress, In the Fairbanks Arez, the majority of the work in‘nrogress
was discontimed durinz the close of the neriod.

There were no notable occurrences during the vast verliod
axcent Mr, L. L. Nichols, Area Superintandent at Tok, was ralived from
duty beeause of a rednction of force in the cla@sified persomel brought
about by the limitation of nermanent emnlovess immosed hy the Congress,
¥r. Claude Rogers, formerly General Foreman in the Cantwsll area of the
Anchorace Digtrict was transferred to the Fairbanikrs District and will
assume resnonsibility and authority as General Toreman in the Tok Aren
after Qctoher 13, 1951,

Thers were no interruntions to traf ie during the opast
neriocd. All rozds maintained by the Fairbanks District of the Alasks
Road Commission were omen to traffic &t all dimes. '

Several officials of the Headaquarter's O0ffice, Juneau,
naid official visits vertaining to their several duties within the
Fairbenks District. Mr. A. ¥F. Ghiglione, Commissioner of Roeds,

Mr. ¥m. J. ¥iemi, Chief Enzineer, Mr., John Hudert, Chinf Construction
and Maintenance, Mr. W, C. Sharnles, Classification Analyst, Mr.

Harold B. Schuliz, Chief, Bridee Degsizn Branch and Mr. %eor=e Russell
were among those who mede offlcial tving within the Distriet. Wr.

John Tudart and myself made a Toot raconnaisance of the Tavlor Highway
from Iiberty Cresk to the Fority Mile River from the 17th of Seontember
throuzh the 19th., This trip was hoth 1illuminatinz to me and instructing
to ¥Mr, Hudert., Results of this foot reconmnaisance are detailed nnder
the Taylor Hishway congtruction elsewhere in thls renort.
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Survevs & Plansg

Talrbankg=-Venena Survey = Mr, 7. Hugh Wilson = Locatinz Engineer

Ferm and Industrial Roads

Steege Hishway Reconstruction

No mnrogress was made on these jJobs during the nast weriod
and no personnel were emnloyed toward this end., My, T. Hugh Wilson
went on ammual leave and My. Richard Stack went on extended annual
leave and wrobadbly has resigned due to the 111 health of his Mother.

Mr. Harold B. Schultz contacted this Office concerning the
adviseability of eertain enzineers beinsg transferred to the Headquarterls
Office during the winter months. Several of our engineering members
have indicated a desire to avail themselves to this opportunity and
will be transferred when their present assigmment is commleted,

Contract Engineering - Harvey Dunham, Resident Engineer

Under the general sunervision of ¥r, Harvey Dunham, the
contract engineering has "rogressed on the followinz nrojects:

Noyes Slough Bridee - Contract I-arc-4259
Fairbanks Yarsehouse - " Twarc-4352
Richardson "C" Bridges - I-arc-44339

¥

This work conzists nrimarily of insmection engzineering and
layout recuired in the construction of the werehouse and bridges
under contract. On October 5, 1951, the contractor on the Richardson
"% Bridges, Munter Construction Company, and Lytle & Green Construct-
ion Comnany, contractor, on the erading on the Richardson "C" ceased
oneration for the season. ¥ngineering foreces assiened to this work
moved into Fairbanls, October 6, 1951.

Material Fneineering

Materials survey and samnling in nmroaress on the Glenn
Highway, Section "C", nrogressed very satisfactorily. All fleld
work was commleted October 5, 1951, and the material samnles have
been transnorted to Falrbanks for the analvsis and determinations
required. In adfition to the semmling of the roadway, samnles were
also taken from the borrow »its throughout the thirty six miles of
the highway in the Fajirbanks Digstrict, Ten nmiles of the roadway in
the Valdez Distriet to anvroximately the besinnineg of the Mentasta
Cut=off were also sammled by the engineers of the Falrbanks District.
It will be at least 45 days bofore comnlete results of this samnling
will be tahulated and forwarded to Headquarters.

Personnel -« 5 classified
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Construection

By Contrect. Contract I-arc-0299, Noyes Slouch Bridge = Munter Cone
struction Co.,Ine. No further work has been accomnlished by the
contractor during the past renorting meriod. Commuhications from the /
contractor concerning the joint filler was received and forwarded J
to Headquerters for thelr decision. The bridge is considered to be

99% comvlete, but definitely is not a completed wroject at this time,

Contract I-arc-4352 - Fairbanks Warshouse — A, %, Waxberg
Construction Company. Stesl erection continmed during the early portion
of the meriod to a satisfactory commletion desnite the fact that certain
membere necessarily were altered. Fabrication of this steel was cone
sidered %0 be very good but necessarily thers were two or three moor
fabrication features, The steel erection was commleted.and immediately
the aluminum siding was nlaced. The placement of crushed material
for the ton 12" of the floor area of the warehouss wes completed
wsetisfactorily. The contraetor mlaced conerete for the lozding and
unloading dock as well as half of the floor area within the warehouse
itoelf. Ceiling joints, stringers and wood sumwnort work together with
the wmajor nortion of the roof was comnleted Sentember 20, 19514 Progress
has Been ranid on this wrojeet during the vast four weeks and if
the contractor continues his nresent rate of nrogress, it is believed
1t will be noseible to move into this warehouse before December 1, 1951.

Contract I-arc-4379 - Richardson "C" Bridges = Hunter
Construction Commany. The contrzctor has made sstisfactory orozress
on this econtract during the nast veriod. The Bridee at Mile 270.4 '//
is essentially commlete., The Darling Creek Bridee piline and siructural
stesl is in nlace. The Bear Creek Brideze niling and structural steel
is in nlace btut not comnletely bolted. The nlankine 1s in »lace on both
ahutments of this bridee. The Bridee at Mile 226,8 has had the concrete
deck and abutments vlaced bhut the forms are not stripved zs yot., It
wae necessary to anply curing heat at both bridzes at Mile 276.8 and
Mile 270.4 to vreclude the possibility of this conerete freezineg during
this curine neriocd, As nraviounsly noted the contractor ceased omerations
for the season on Cctober 5, 195l.

The Alaske A,RBl saction under contrzet to Rogers Con-
struction Commany and Babler Brothers vrogressed satisfactorily during
the veriod. The additional eaquivment added to the job during the .
previous mweriod aided in this accelerated rate of nrogress. The ¥
contractor 1s experisncing consideradls difficulty in construction
through and over frozen terrain., His efforts toward this end have
hean a matter of exveriment to date but some mrogress is now noted.
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The Richardson "C" Hizhway under contract to Lytle and Green
Commany smmervised by the Burean of Public Roads aceelerated in orogress
congiderably during the past véeriecd. Additional equinment was resceived
from other Jobs the contractor has and it was-noted the majority of the
line chanze was comnleted durinz the neriod,

The Bureau of Public Roads continue to occury the Alaska Road
Commission cemp at Big Delta, 2t 2 tremendous cost to the Alaska Road Com=
mission. Thie camm was not intended to be a winter eamp. There is no aonar-
ent remson now that the contractor has ceased overations why the Bursaun of
Public Roads insists on maintaining & large staff of engineering versonnel
on this nroject. It is too cold to do field survey work economically and
their office work could very readily be accomnlighed by not more thasn three
peonle. If they would reduce their forces, it would be mossible for the
Alaska Road Commission to shut down the mess hall at Big Delta and utilize
the roadhouss facilities for messing. In any event, it is the »plan of
the District HEnzineer to shut down the mess hall at Bigz Delta camm on
October 1R, 1951, regardless of the numbaer of vmerzons then in the eamm.

Congtrnetion

By Torce Account.

The vainting of the Tanans River Aridze was commleted. Signs
along the Richardson Hichway from FTalrbanks to Big Delta Junction are .
now comnlete. Dismantling of the old Woyes Slough Bridee nrogressed
to the voint that all stringsers and deckine have been removed and the
steel members have been marked for dismsntline. TFurther work on this
bridee will not be comnleted until ice is in the slouch.

favlor Hisghway (Tetlin Junction to Fazle)., Durinz the meriod,
Wyman Pritgch movad cam from Liberty to Columbia Creek. Trom Columbia
Creek back to Liberty there is verhaps 6000! that is not either rongh
graded or strinmed. This 6000 is in isolated sections varying from
100! to 2500' but does mreclude the vossibility of driving from Col-
umbia Creek to Wazle on the highway, A comoressor crew wzs gstarted
on the highway on the north end of the frozen stretch south of the Forty
Mile River, workinz toward the original crew coming downhill from Polly
Creek Camp. Thig work is very slow due to the steen frozen terrain and
nrogress is limited to ahout 20' ner day for each crew., Jackhammers
and thawing equivment are both employed on this work but nrozress is necw
esgarily very limited, When the compressor crew does complste a 20!
gection, it is only wide enouch for one truck and is in no way & finished
or vnartly finished readway. It i9 not more than a nlace to start building
a road. The widening of the section from the Polly Cresz to the Torty
Mile River canyon continues utilizing the ghovel and anzle dozers.
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I+ is now possible to drive on the asenterline to Statlon 5618 from
the mouth of O!Brien Cresk. 4t this noint there is 450! of rcckwork to do.
Trom this noint to Alder Creelk, Station 5836, the over-burden of hlack muclk
is heaped up on the eenterline and 1t is homed %o level thig off this fall
in vreparation for surfacing next soring. ¥North of Alder Creek to Station
5901, there are two stratches totallins 2000' requiring similar treatment,
From Station 5901 to 5912 there is a frozen sidehill on which the thawing
crew with Doc Cripes are now working, It is mossible to drive from Station
5911 to 5950. Trom Station 5950 to Station 5961 there is about 900f of
hlack muck heaped on the centerline and anvroximately 100! of extremaly
hazardous rockwork. The rockwork on this- section has been abandoned for -. -
this meason because of its extrsmely hazardous nature due %o overhanging

rocks and the men and equinment ere emnloyed on other work closer to
2 base of sunvly.

From Station 3961 to 5990, it 4s mnossible to drive on the eenterw
line, Prom Station 5690 to 6006, thers is a frozen section of 1600f, A
temnorsry road was made around this section but becanse the ground on the
temnorary road is wet, the road will be tmilt on the eenterline next year.
From Station 6006 %o Station 6111, it is vossidble to drive on the centerw
line but from thére to Station 6118 is 700! of sidehill cut in dry material
that must be made, From Station 6118 to 6136, it is vossible to drive on
the eenterline but from Station 6176, there is 400! of rockwork and 200f
of fill to be made. As soon 28 these two sections 2re comnlete, and it is

nosaible it will be done this sesgon, it will bhe vocsidle to drive Eo-~

Station 6227 (Columbia Creek), s

A line chenge from Station 6245 to Station 6203 sround a elide
erea in a burnaed over section on a hillaside will be made. This line
chance will involve avnroximately 2000 fill across a nisgarhead flat
and another LOOO! of rosd that may be made by heaving uo materials on
the flat. Trom Station 6303 %o 6600 (Xinz Solomon Creek), a passable
road has been consiructed and 18 in no way considered to he completed,
From Station 6670, or the Junction of %he new road and the old road
from Razle, there is about 1000' of wet zround that will be ditched
and heasved un this fall and later surfzced next year,

The construction of this romd has not followzd the orlginal
plan due to severzl senarate determinations. Tirst of 2ll it beecame
goparent that the Forty Mile River Bridsze would be immossidble to construct
during the summer and therefore desnite any ef“orts of the Alaska Road
Commission to ranidly comnlete a rozd to Baszle, i% wonld be imnossible
to utilize this road. Therefore, no attemnt was mande to doublé-shift
the equinment during the construction season and a =2low and deliberate
affort of ovening un the ground and prevaring as mnch roadway for L
surfacing was instituted. In this manmner it was not neceseary for us -~ .
to emnleoy many trucks and shovels to attemmt to surface this roadway L
and make the necessary fills, Rather all the ground nossible was S e
ovened wv and nrevared for ranid commletion during the construction
season of 1952, During this coming season it will be necessary %o
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utillize shovelsz and trucks to a great extent and the tractor work will be
minimized. The btridge over the Forty Mile River will be built durine the
coming winter as well as the bridze over O'Brien Creek. Other small bridges
on Alder (reek, Columbia Creek, King Solomon Creel and the North Fork of
¥ing Solomon Creel will be built in sequence when the road gzets to thenm.

The concrete for the atutments and cone footings for the crossing
of the Forty Mile River Bridge were complseted during the vast neriod. I4
wag necessery to use boildr heat for the curing of the concrete. The
straightening of the steel for the old Matanmaska River Bridgse was come
pleted and all the steel is racked un ready for erection. It 4i¢ noted
that the Headguarter's Office has ordered those vieces delermined to be
loet or not useable. Talsework is beine driven at this time on both the
north and south benks. There will be additional falsework driven throush
the ice but this 1s & matier of very small nronortions for ice iz easy to’
thaw bot frozen ground s difficult.

Cleared and grubbed wreviously renorted 171.
1

31.6 miles

" # this meried 1.7 #

" f " to date 133.9 ¢
Graded and drained oreviongly rencrted 125.3 "
" " . 4his meriod . 0,0 "

f " " 4o date 125.,3° ™
Surfaced nreviocusly renorted ’ 88.8
" this neriod 0.0 "

" to date 88.8 ¢

Personnel - Wage board 57

Classified 2

Glenn Highway - Section "C"., The construction of this route
proceeds with satisfactory vrogress. A majority of the roadway from the
commencement of the construction in 1950 to the Little Tok River is 95%
comnleted now. There are a few ffozen humme that have not been commletely
removed and thers ars a few sections of fills that will reauire addit-
jonal material after a normal veriod of subsidance. From the Custom
Station to the commencement of aconstruction in 1950 nrogress has been
slow. There has been annroximately three miles of this sedtion come
vleted to date and with the coming of cold we=ther, it is doubtful that
all of this eight miles will be completed this year. )

There has heen some moor terrain to cross on this job hub
essentially all of it has been relatively easy constrction. A few
frozen sidehills and noints have slowed down the work some bui by and
lares the construction has been simmle. A tremendous volume of yardarce
has been moved tut when one considered there have bBeen twenty TD-24Llg
one D-8, four TD-14fg and sixteen carry-all scraners assigned to this
job sinee late June, a tremendous volume of yardaze shonld have bheen
moved. The slismment both horizontal and vertical of 4this nroject
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has bsen maintained throughout as a throush road standard and while there has
been some criiicism from Headguarter's Office conecerning the smparent high
standards established, 1t is the ovinion of this 0ffice that it is as easy

to tuild & straicht roed with slight curves utilizing rolling horizontal
alignment and minimizing the amount of yardasme moved as it ig to build a

road with many curves both horizontal and vertical with a result in high

cost in maintensnce and moor traveling conditions fot the public, and the
cost for the government will be very nesrly identical., What they do not
realize is that the majority of the section of the Glemn Highwsy in the
Fairbanks District is in the Tolk River Valley and the hillocks and sm=ll

depressions seen are very slight and a majority of the material encounte
ered is suitable for roadway.

Cleared and strinned.nreviously revorted 71,6 miles

" " " this neriod 0 "
" " # to date 21,6 ¥
graded gnd drained previously rervorted 20;2
" i " this veriod 1.0
" " # to date 21,2
Surfaced mreviously renorted 1,7
n this period ,75
f to date . 12,45 %

Persomnel =~ Wagehoard 41
Clagcified 2

Tarm & Industrial Roads

Construction of the Farm and Industrial Rozds in the Fairbanls
are was essentially completed during the nest renorting neriod. Work
Order #1349 was completed during the veriod. The extention %o the Peger
homestead is sbout 50% comnlete but since this terrain is very moor, it
will be necessary to surface this throughout 1ts entirety before 1t has
any semblance of a good road.

Wo vrogress has heen made on the Chenz Hoit Svprings Rozd dbeing
constrmected for the residents of the Steel Creek.

Under thls hesding, it 1s noted we have commleted the surfacing
of the Tanana Vallpy Svortsmen's Association Road, Work Order #348. Also
we comnleted the cleering and strioning of the eagt shore road at
Salchaket Lake,
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By telegram the Hemdquarter's 0ffice was informed the City 4id not
intend to secure right-of-way for the Graehl anpnroach to the Chena River
Bridze and Work Order #3473 is being held in ebeyance until this reguired
righteof=-way ia received. The crossing of a slough to Bentley Island
with a fill over a culvert will commence the latter vnart of this week.

Cleared and grubbed nreviously renorted 6,25 miles

" " " this meriod 2 "
" " " to date 8.25 H
Gradsd previously renorted 5.75
" this veriod 1 "
" to date 6.75 "
surfaced vreviously revorted 0,0 *®
" this meriod b
" to date Jooou

Personnel - Wazeboard - 6

Recongtraction and I'mrovement

As nraviously revorted last month the reconstruction and imnroves
ment of the Sieesze Highway was commlsted. We might note here the WManley
Hot Sorings system was imvwoved throughout ites length during the nast
summer, There was no marticular nrogram of surfacing institubted but snot
graveling was accomnlished throuzhout as well ag euttine bdrush in the
heavily wooded sections. The Ruby system was also imnroved with the
establighment of well defined diftches and improved drainace throunzghout
the lensth of the Ruby to Monument Creelt rozd and the road to the Ruby
Ajirfield., Thare is no revorting festure that we may stete here but it
gshould bhe noted that both Mr. Harry Bronson from Manley Yot Springs and
¥Mr. Lester Sweetslir from Ruby have done &n excentlonally outstanding
Job this mast summer. Mr. Bronson vmarticularly is worthy of smecial
commendetion as he sisvned into a mlace that has been nersnnially a
hot svot of local conitroversy, All residents of the Manley ares have
informad me they ars well nleased with ¥r, Rronson's nersonal conduet
and hie determination of the necessary work zs well g the accomplisghe
ment of 2ll the worlr., Mr. Sweetsir accomnlished a tremendous amount
of work with a smell erew and every mortion of his work wss itcward the
final and ultimate comvletion of the ro=d from Rubvy to Monunent Creek,

Maintenance & General

Staking of the outline of the road for snow removsl has
commenced and a very small crew is heine wutilized on this worky bub
it is renidly coming to 2 conelusion., The enlverts and other waterwsy
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structures ars ready for the winter and subsemuent a@vring and we anticinate
ne trouble due to land-ice arsa snywhere within the District. Show removal
squinment 1g not yet availzble in all cazses tut there is adeguate equinment
on hand to maintain the roads in the Pairbanks District. Some of the eguipe
ment intanded for snow removal is emmloyed on construection work but will de
either brought into the Fairhanks or Tok Area for conversion very soon,
Presently, there are two large dlesel trucks with plows and five Mormone
Haerrington Fords with nlows and two Ford 6 Dump trucks with nlows as wall

a8 seven motor graders, and eight underbody dlades. It is the ovinion of
thig Office that we have adsgudte equirment for snow remodal,

Adninistration

The functions of the Administrative Division are relatively
current at this time. A considerable turnover of administrative
personnel has been experienced and will undoudbtedly result in a loss
of afficisncy until such time as new and inexmerienced mersonnel can
be fully trained.

Replacement of two resigning employessg at this time ia
not contemplated in view of the 8xvected seasonal shutdown of construction
onverations. Their duties will be either eliminated or assigned to other
emloyees.

Prasently, an overall review of suomly and nroverty nrocedures
i3 being made with the object in mind of determing if all phaseg “of
pronerty control meets the reouirements of the Proverty Menual, and at
the gsame time streamlining the omneration and eliminsting as much red
tane as vossible,

Very trmly vours,

. 7. Goodson
District Fngineer



UNITED STATES | TG
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 4 {0t Eer i,
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION e ——
JUNEAU, ALASKA [ L —
October 8, 1951 & Eng,rg.u.gl‘é'
At
PerSe e veenenans L
Supply e, !
Faivesd - CC
Mr. William J. Niemi é

Chief Bngineer . e .
Alaska Roaed Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Niemi:

Situstion Revort

At the close of the reporting neriod, October 7, 1951,
the Falpbanks District was exveriencinz the beginning of winter. Snow
and extremely unseasonable cold weather prevailed throughout the Distriet.
During the majorlity of the reporting meriod, the progress on the con=-
struction and reconstruction on the highways vroceeded with continued
progress. In the Fairbanks Area, the majority of the work in progress
was discontinued during the close of the period.

There were no notable occurrences during the vast veriod

exceot Mr. L. L. Nichols, Area Suverintendent at Tok, was relieved fronm
duty because of o reduction of force in the classified personnel brought
sbout by the limitation of mermanent emvloyees immosed by the Congress.
Mr. Claude Rogers, formerly Generzl Yoreman in the Cantwell area of the
Anchorage District, wes transferred to the Fairbanks District and will
assume responsibility and aunthority as General Toreman in the Tok Area
after October 13, 1951,

/11 /AQ:S?

There were no interruntions toc traffic during the vast
veriod, All roads meintained by the Fairbanks District of the Alaska
Road Commission were oven to traffic at all times.

Several officials of the Headquarter's Office, Junesu,
vald officizl visits pertaining to their several duties within the
Tairbanks District., Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Commissioner of Roads,
¥r. ¥m. J. Niemi, Chief Bngzineer, Mr. John Fudert, Chief Construction
and Maintenance, Mr. W, C, Sharples, Classifieation Analvet, Mr.
Fezrold B, Schultz, Chief, Brid«e Design Branch and Mr, Georze Russell
were among those who made official trips within the District. Mr.
John Hudert and myself made a foot recomnsisance of the Taylor Highway
fron Libverty Creek to the Forty Mile River from the ITth of September
through the 19th., This trip wes both i1lluminating toc me and instructing
to Mr, Hudert., Results of this foot recommaisance ars detailed under
the Taylor Highwey construction elsewhere in this revort.
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Surveys & Plans

Tairbankg-Nenana Survey - Mr, T, Huch Wilson « Locating Enginesr

Ferm and Industrial Roads

Steese Higshway Reconstruction

Ro progress was made on these Jobs during the past period
and no personnel were employed toward this end. WMr. 7. Hugh Wilson
went on annual leave and Mr, Richard Stack went on extended annual
leave and probably has resigned due to the ill heamlth of his Mother,

Mr. Harold B, Schnltz contacted thig Office concerning the
adviseability of certain engineers beingz transferred to the Headquarterls
Office during the winter months, Several of our engineering members
have indicsted a desire to avall themselves to this opportunity and
will be transferred when their present assignment is completed.

Contract Encineering - Harvey Dunham, Resident Engineer

Under the generzl supervision of Mr, Harvey Dunham, the
contract encineering has progressed on the following projects:

Noyes Slough Bridge - Contract I-arc-4299
Fairbanks Warehouse - " T—arc-l4352
Richardson "C" Bridges - " I-arc-4339

This work consists primarily of inspection engineering and
layout required in the consiruction of the werehouse and bridgese
under contract, On October 5, 1951, the contresector on the Richardson
#C0" Bridges, Munter Construction Company, and Lytle & Green Construct-
ion Comparny, contractor, on the grading on the Richardson "C" ceased
operation for the season., ZEngineering forces assigned to this work
moved into Fairbanks, October 6, 1951,

Meterial ¥nsineerings

Materials survey and sampling in orogress on the Glenn
Highway, Sectlion "C", vrogresesed very satisfactorily. All field
work was commleted October 5, 1951, and the material samoles have
been transovorted to Falrbanke for the anslyvsis and determinations
required. In addition to the samoling of the roadway, samvles were
also taken from the borrow pits throughout the thirty six miles of
the highway in the Talrbanks District, Ten miles of the roadway in
the Valdez District to aporoximately the begimming of the Mentasta
Cut-off were also sampled by the engineers of the Fairbanks District.
I+t will be at least 45 days before complete results of this sampling
will be tabulated and forwarded to Headgquarters,

Personnel - 5 classified
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Construction

By Contract. Contract I-arec-1t299, Noyee Slouch Bridge — Munter Cone
struction Co.,Inc. No further work has been accomvlished by the
contractor during the past revorting period. Communhicetions from the
contractor concerning the Joint flller was recelved and forwarded

to Headguarters for their decislion. The bridge is considered %0 dbe
99% complete, but definitely is not & completed project at this time,

Contract Imarc-lt352 - Fairbanks Warehouse = A. B. Waxberg
Construection Company. Steel erection continued during the early portion
of the perlod to a satisfactory completion despite the fact that certain
members necessarily were altered. Fabrication of this steel was con~
sidered to be very good but necessarily there were two or three poor
fabrication features. The steel erection was completed and immediately
the alumipum siding was placed. The placement of crushed material
for the top 12" of the floor ares of the warehouse was completed
satisfactorily. The contrazctor placed concrete for the lozding and
unloading dock as well as helf of the floor area within the warehouse
itself. Celling Joints, stringers and wood support work together with
the major portion of the roof was comvleted Sevtember 20, 1951, Progress
has been rapid on this project during the past four weeks and if
the contractor continues his vpresent rate of progress, it is believed
it will be posgidle to move into this warehouse before December 1, 1951,

Contract Iwarcei4339 - Richardson "C" Bridges = Munter
Construction Company. The contractor hes made gatisfactory progress
on this contract during the vast period. The Bridge at Mile 230.4
is essentizlly complete. The Darling Creek Bridee viling and structural
gteel is in place, The Bear Creck Bridge viling and structurel steel
is in place but not completely bolted, The mlanidnz is in place on both
abutments of this bridee. The Bridge at Mile 276,.8 has had the conerete
deck and abutments vlaced but the forms are not stripved as yet. It
was necessary to apply curing heat at both dridzes at Mile 236.8 and
Mile 230.4 to preclude the possibility of this concrete freezing during
this curing period. Ae previously noted the contractor ceased operations
for the season on October 5, 1951.

The Alaska A,Bl section under contract to Rogers Con-
struction Commany and Babler Brothers progressed satisfactorily during
the period, The additional equipment added to the Job during the
previons veriod aided in this accelerated rate of progress. The
contractor ig experiencing considerable difficulty in construction
throuch and over frozen terrain. His efforts toward this end have
been a matter of experiment to date but some progress 1s now noteds
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The Richardson "C" Bighway under contraect to Lytle and Green
Compeny supervised by the Bureaun of Public Roads accelerated in vrogress
consideragbly during the past period. Addltionezl equioment was received
from other jobs the contractor has and it was noted the majoriity of the
line change was completed during the period, ‘

The Bureau of Public Roads continue to occupy the Alaska Road
Commission camp at Big Delta, at a tremendous cost to the Alaska Road Com-
mission, This camp was not intended to be a winter camp, There is no appar-
ent reason now that the contractor has ceased overations why the Bureau of
Public Roade inselets on maintaining a large staff of engineering personnel
on this project. It is too cold %o do field survey work economically and
their office work could very readily be accomplished by not more than three
veople, If they would reduce their forces, it would be possibdle for the
Alaska Road Commission to shut down the mess hall at Big Delta and utilize
the roadhouse facilities for messing. In any event, it is the plan of
the District Engineer to shut down the mess hall at Blg Delta camp on
October 13, 1951, regardless of the number of persons then in the camp,

Construction

By Forece Account,

The vainting of the Tanana River Bridse was completed, Sizns
along the Richardson Highway from Falrbanks to Big Delte Junciion are
now complete, Dismantling of the 0ld Noyes Slough Bridze progressed
to the point thet 21l stringers and decking have been removed and the
steel members have been marked for dismantling. PFurther woric on this
bridze will not be completed until ice is in the slough,

Taylor Highwey (Tetlin Junction to Bagle). During the period,
Wyman Pritsch moved camp from Liberty to Columbia Creek. Trom Columbis
Creek back to ILiberty there is verhaps 6000% that is not either rough
graded or stripped., Thie 6000! is in isolated sections varying from
1007 to 2500 but does oreclude the possibdility of driving from Col-
umbia Creelk to Eazle on the highway. A compressor crew was started
on the highway on the norith end of the frozen stretch south of the Forty
Mile River, working toward the orizinal crew coming downhill from Polly
Creek Camp, This work is very slow due %o the steep frogen terrain and
progress is limited to about 20! per day for each crew. Jackhammers
and thawing equipment are both employed on this work bmt progress is nec~
essarily very limited., When the compressor crew does comvlete a 207
section, 1t is only wide enough for one truck and is in no way 2 finished
or partly finished roadwey. It is not more than a place to start building
a roed. The widening of the section from the Polly Creek to the Foriy
Mile River canyon continues utilizing the shovel and angle dozers,
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It is now possible to drive on the centerline to Station 5618 from
the mouth of O¥3rien Creek. At this point there is 450 of rockwork to do.
Trom this point to Alder Creek, Station 5836, the over—burden of black muck
is heaped up on the centerline and 1% 1s hoped to level this off this fall
in vreparation for surfaecing next spring. North of Alder Creek to Station
5901, there are two stretches totalling 20007 requiring similar treatment,
Prom Station 5901 to 5912 there is a frozen sidehill on which the thawing
crew with Doc Cripes are now working, It is possible %o diive from Station
5911 to 5950. TFrom Station 5950 %o Station 5961 there 1s about 900Y of-
black muck heaped on the centerline and aporoximately 100! of extremely
hazardous rockwork. The rockwork on this section has been abandoned for
this season because of its extremely hazerdous nature due to overhanging
roecks and the men and equimment =re employed on other work closer to
a base of supply.

From Station 5961 to 5790, it is possidle to drive on the center~
line., From Station 5990 to 6006, there is a frozen section of 1600, A
Yemporary road was made around this section but becaunse the ground on the
temporary road is wet, the road will be built on the centerline next ymar,
From Station 6006 4o Station 6111, it is vossible to drive on the center~
1ina but from there to Station 6118 is 700! of sidehill eut in dry material
that must be made, From Station 6118 to 6135, it is voesidle to drive on
the eenterline bdut from Station 6136, there is 200' of rockwork and 300%
of fill to be made. Ag soon a8 these two sections are complete, and it is
nossible it will be done this season, 1t will be vossible to drive fo-
Station 6223 (Columbia Creek).

A line changse from Station 6245 to Station 6303 around a slide
area in a burned over section on a hillside will be made. This line
change will involve avproximately 2000T fill across a nigzgarhead flat
and another 4000' of road that may be made by heaning up materials on
the flat. TFrom Station 6303 to A600 (Kingz Solomon Creek), a passable
road has been constructed and is in no way considered to be completed,
Trom Station 6670, or the junction of the new road and the old road
from Bagle, there is about 1000' of wet ground that will be ditched
and heaped up this fall and later surfaced next year.

The construction of this road has not followsd the original
plan due to several separate determinations., First of all it became
aoparent that the Forty Mile BEiver Bridgze would be impossible %o consiruct
during the summer and thersfore desplte any efforts of the Aleska Rosd
Commission to rapidly complete & road to Bagle, it would De imvossidle
to utilize this rozd. Therefore, no attemnt was made to doudblé~shift
the equipment during the construction season and a slow and deliberate '
effort of opening up the ground and preparing as much roadway for
surfacing was instituted. In this manner it wag not necessary for us
$0 employ many trucks and shovels to attempt to surface this roadway
and make the necessary fills. Rather all the ground possible was
opened up and vrepared for rapid completion during the construction
seagson of 1952, During this coming season it will be necessary to
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1tilize shovels and trucks to a great extent and the tractor work will be
minimized. The bridge over the Forty Mile River will be built during the
coming winter as well as the bridze over O'Brien Creek. Other small dridsee
on Alder Creek, Columbia Creek, King Solomon Creelk and the Worth Fork of
King Solomon Creek will be duilt in sequence when the road gets to them,.

The concrete for the abutments and cone footings for the crossing
of the Torty Mile River Bridge were completed during the past period. I%
was necessary to use boller heat for the curing of the concrete, The
straightening of the steel for the old Matanuska River Bridge was come
pleted and-all the steel is racked up ready for esrection. It is noted
that the Headgquarterls Office has ordered those pieces determined to he
lost or not useable. Falsework is being driven at this time on both the
north and south banks. There will be additional falsework driven throush
the 1ice but this iz a matter of very small vroporiions for ice is easy to
thaw but frozen ground is difficult.

Cleared and grubbed previously reported 131.6 miles

" f " this period l.,7 "

" " " to date 133.3
Graded and drained oreviously reported 125,3 "
" " " this veriod 0.0 "

n n " to date 125,3 "
Surfaced previocusly reported 88,3 "
n this period 0,0 "

n to date 88.8 "

Personnel -~ Wagze board 57
Classified 2

Glepn Highway - Section "C", The construction of this route
proceeds with satisfactory progress. A majority of the roadway from the
commencement of the construction in 1950 to the Little Tok River is 95%
comnleted now. There are a few ffozen humps that have not been completely
removed and there are a few gections of fills that will require addit-
ional material after a normal period of subsidance. From the Custom
Station to the commencement of construction in 1950 progress has been
slow. There has been avproximately three miles of this sedtion come
vleted to date and with the coming of cold weather, it 1s doubtful that
2ll of this eight miles will be commleted this year.

There has been some poor terrain to cross on this Job but
essentially all of it has been relatively easy construction. A few
frozen sidehills and points have slowed down the work some but by and
larze the construction has been simple, A tremendous volume of yardage
has been moved but when one considered there have Been twenty TD-24rg
one D-8, four TD-1l4tg and sixteen carry-all scrapers assigned to this
Job sinee late June, a tremendous volume of yardace should have been
moved., The alignment both horizontal and vertical of this project
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has been maintained throughout as & throush road sienderd and while there has
been some criticlism from Headuuarter¥s Office concerning the apparent high
stendards established, 1t 1s the opinion of this Cffice that it is as eagy. .

t0 build a straight road with slight curves utilizing rolling horizontal Qﬁm“
eligmment and minimizing the amount of yardage moved as it is to build a k}\‘&_@ Qr4r~
road with many curves both horizontal end verticel with a result in high ﬁ
cost in maintenance and poor traveling conditions fot the publie, and thea u@& gg.t
cost for the government will be very nearly identical, What they do not !

realize 1s that the majority of the section of the Glenn Highway in the ;’L
Foirbanks District is in the Tok River Valley and tre hillocks and small IV

dwpressions seen are very slight and a majority of the material encount- U"‘:&L
ered is suitable for roadway, .&\w

Cleared and strivped previously reported 31,6 miles

" n " this period 0 "
" " " to date 3,6
Graded and drained previously reported 20,2
n n " this period 1.0
" " " to date 21.2
Surfaced previously reported 11,7 "
. thie period 75 "
" 4o date 12,45

Persomnnel «~ Wageboard 41
Clascified 2

Tarm & Industrial Roads

Construction of the Farm and Industrizl Roads in the Fairbanks
are was essentially completed during the past reporting period. Work
Order #349 was completed during the period. The extention to the Peger
homestead is about 50% complete but since this terrain is very poor, it
will be necessary to surface this thronghout ite entirety before it has
any semblance of a good road.

Yo progress has been made on the Chena Hot Springs Rozd being
constructed for the residents of the Stesel Creek,

Under this heading, 1t 1s noted we have completed the surfacing
of the Tanana Valley Sportsmen's Association Road, Work Order #348. Also

we completed the clesring and gtripping of the east shore road at
Salchaket Leke,
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By telegram the Headquarter's Cffice was informed the City did not
intend to secure right-of-way for the Greehl avproech to the Chena River
Bridge end Work Order #7343 is being held in abeyance until this reguired
right-of-way is received. The crossing of a slough to Bentley Island
with a fill over a culvert will commence the latter part of this week.

Gleared and grubbed previcusly reported 6.25 miles

n " this period
" " n to date 8.25 #
Graded previously reported 5.75 "
" this period f
" %o date 6.75 ¥
Surfaced previously revorted 0.0 ¢
" this period Ao
# to date Jooom
Personnel — Wageboard - 6 N ‘iﬁ d:
ok ciasee
Reconstruction and Improvement M“’“”Mm sandid ug
/
-

/
As previously reported last month the reconstruction and improvew

nment of the Steese Highway wes completed. We might note here the Manley
Hot Springs system was improved throughout its length during the past
gsummer., There was no particular program of surfacing instituted but spot
graveling was accomplighed throughout as well ag cutting brush in the
heavily wooded sections. The Ruby system was aleo improved with the
establishment of well defined ditches and improved drainage throughout
the lenczth of the Ruby to Monument Creck road snd the road to the Ruby
Airfield. There is no reporting feature that we msy state here but it
should be noted that both Mr. Harry Bronson from Manley Hot Springs and
Mr, Lester Sweetslr from Ruby have done an exceptionally outstanding

Jjob this past summer. Mr. Bronson warticulerly is worthy of special
commendation as he gtewvped into a place that has been perennially a

hot spot of local controversys. All residents of the Manley area have
informed me they are well pleased with Mr. Bronsonts versonal conduct
and his determination of the necessary work as well &g the asccomplishe
ment of all the work., Mr. Sweetsir sccomnlished 2 tremendous amount

of work with & small crew and every portion of hig work was towerd the
€inal and ultinate completion of the road from Ruby 4o Monument Creek,

VWaintenance & General

Steking of the outline of the road for snow removel has
commenced and a very small crew is being utilized on this work, but
1% is rapidly coming to 2 conclusion, The culverts and other waterwsy
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structures are ready for the winter and subsequent spring and we anticipate
10 troubls due to land-ice area snywhere within the District. Show removal
equipment ie not yet avallable in 211 cases Hut there is adequate equipment
on hand to meintain the roads in the Fairbanks District. Some of the equip-
ment intended for snow removal is employed on construction work but will be
either brought into the Fairbanks or Tok Area for conversion very soon.
Presently, there are two large diesel trucks with plows and five Mormonw
Harrington Fords with plows and two Ford 6 Dump trucks with plows as well

ag geven motor graders, and eight underbody blades. It is the opinion of
thieg Office that we have adequate equipment for snow removal.

Administration

The functions of the Administrative Division are relatively
current at this time., A considerable turnover of administrative
personnel has been experienced and will undoubtedly result in a loss
of efficiency until such time as new and inexperienced personnel can
be fully trained.

Replacement of two resigning employees at this time is
not contemplated in view of the &xpected seasonal shutdown of construction
operations. Their duties will be either eliminated or assigned to other
employees,

Presently, an overall review of suvply and property vrocedures
is being made with the object in mind of determing if all phases of
property control meets the requirements of the Property Manual, end at
the same time streamlining the operation and eliminating as much red
tave as possible.

Very truly yours,

ik,

XK. F. Goodson
Distriet Engineer
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Mr. William J. Niemi

Chief Engineer

Alsska Road Commission

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr, Niemi:

Situstion Hemort

The four weelk meriod endine Sevtember 9, 1951, has seen the
work in orogress in the Pairdbanks Distriect continue at an accelerated
rate. There has been no notable occurrance with the excention of the
nreviougly revorted fire at Donnelly Dome in which we lost the bunk=
houze, mess hall, washroom and meat house. This loss is being renorted
gg soon a8 nogsible. TFrequent licsht rain with some wind hes occasioned
2 small amount of additional mzintenance work but by and large the rains

have been nmsoually light in the Falrbanks Area, x
g

There have been no wsghouts. There was one dridege failure at ..
FPerhans Creelr on the Steese Hichway. This small native timber structe -
ure collapzed under a heavy load and required comnlete reconstruction. -

During the vast meriod the Teirbanks District had visitors from
the Hapdquarter!s Office as well as several visitors from Weshington, D.C.
Amone thoge who have visited the following are included: Yr. A. F.
Ghiglione, Commissioner of Roads, ¥r, Wm. J. ¥ieml, Chief Bngineer,
My, ¢. ¥. Panley, Chief, ¥nginerring Division, Mr. Klochenteger, Chi~f,
¥aterials 3ranch, My, J. I. Woble, Chief, Contracts Divigion, ¥r. 8. 1L,
Iundwall, Chiesf, Cost EIngineering Branch, Mr. Pincus, Ascistant Chief,
Administrative Division, Mr. Harry Bates, Safety Bnzineerr, all from
Hezdquarter's Office. From Washington, D.C. were the followine: Hr.
Godding, Aseistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior and Mr.

~Jemea Davie, Director of the Division of Territories.

v General James B. Steese, former President of the Alaska Road
‘Commirssion, was an informal visitor of the Pairhanks District end while
in this®vieinity he renresented the Alaska Road Commission at the
.caremony nlannad an executed by the Canzdian officizls, Yukon Territory,

*.in ornening the spur road on the Tavlor Eighway to T)awsi!m, Yukon Ter+itory,

Thie~otening was held on August 16, 1951, at the houndary of Alaska and
Canade annroximetely ’3 miles W.X. of the roadhouse at Boundary, Alaska,
in conjunction with the Tukon Celebration of "Discovery Day", Awsust

17, 1951. Avpyroximately 150 meouvle were in atterdance. General Steese
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was the orincival smeeker and the main theme of his tallkt concerned the
deserved recogsnition of the many years of work for which Ike B. Taylor
wagz beingz honored by neming the highway from Tetlin Junction to Eagle
with his name, It was a very colorful ceremony and wea marked with
most cordial relations between .the Canadians and the Americans.

Survers & Plans

Tairbanks=Nenana Survey — Mr. T. Hugh Wilson, Locating Bngineer,

During the mast meriod the survey was tied to the old survey
made last yezr. The descent from Xgter ridge to the valley was very
difficult since there wes considerable frozen terrain and 1t wes /
neceseary to avold this if nossible. The survey now-requires only a /
very minimum of field work teo tie it at both ends to the old survey,
The squinment and men havemmoved into Fairbanks commencing on
September 7, 1951, and the survey is now closed,

L4

o

Fersonnel = 3 eglassified
2 wageboard

Term and Industrial Roads

Under the direction of Richard A. Stack the survey for Farm
znd Industrial Roads continued. This survey amounts to locating the
aliomment, referencing the Burezun of Lend Mannsemeni section corners, v
astablishing the construction slone stakes, Alse it is neecessary for
this groun to make search at the Recorder's Office for titles sf the
nronoged 2ligznment and then obtain right-of-way from the several land
ovners. ¥We have occasgloned no marticular difficulty in receiving these
from anyone tut necessarlly it does take considerable time to accomplish
on these several labors.

Perconnel = 3 clascified

Steese Hichway Reconstruction

The construction staline on the Steese Hishway has bheen
commlated, The narty formerly enzased in this worl under the direction /
of Jemes Anderson has been assigned the resnonsibility of accomnlighing
the information concerning the milease end bridge data on 3ll roads in
the Fairbanks Distriet. This accumulation of all dats recuires consid-
erable time but at the end of the meriod it wes Q0% comnlete for all
roads in the irmediate vicinity of Fairhanks but does not include those
roads in the Tok Area.

Personnel =~ 2 clagsified.
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Contract Enzineering « H. Woodrow Johansen, Hesident Enszineer

The nrincinal work during the meriod was performed on the
Richardson "C" Bridzes, contrect I-arc-4329, and some work on the
comnletion of the Noyes Sloucgh Bridge. This work consisted primerily
in enzineering insvection and layout reauired for the construection of v//
the Bridges under contract. In addition at the end of the meriod, the )
A. BE. Waxberg Construction Commany commenced congtruction again on the
Fairbanks Warehouse regquiring insnmection and engineering layout on
this vroject. All the engineers assigned to thie contract work in-
clndinz Mr. Johansen have cdmnleted their contracts snd are no longer
in the emvloy of the Alsska Road Commlesion.

Personnel ~ 0 elassified. *

Materinl BEneineoring

Under the direction of Mr. Harvey Dunham, the materials
gsection continues with the insmection of force asccount and contract
naterial., During the onast meriod, Mr. Dunham establiched & branch
material lshoratory at Tokr for the soils investization in the Tolr Ares.
The roadway of the Glenn Highway, Seetion €, 1t »rerently being ine
snected by the materials branch zt freguent intervals, not more than v
500! apart. Churndrill holes are beinz made in ths romdway. These
sammles are beins analyzed for the desirability of rosdwey construction.
The magnitude of this endeavor is zrester than one would normally*think,
The gimnle mrocess of drilling and accumilating these sammles becomes a
major undertaline when one considers that some 50 or 75 sarmmles sre taken
each day and each one 1s subjected to sieve analveis, soils tasts,
nlasticity determinztion and standard Proctor density tests. The lab-
oratory work involved ig¢ iremendous,

Personnel = classified 3
wzgeboard 1

Construction

By Contract. Contract I-arc-l2099, Noyes Slough Bridze ~ M. P, Munter
Construction Co.,Inc. This bridge was commleted and omened to traffic j////
at 2:00 PM August 15, 1751, There remains 2 small amount of work to be
accomnlished by the contractor before this nrojeet is considered comvlete.
The Alaska Road Commiseion wlaced the hackfill a2t the abutmentas and the

0il cake on the roadway surface,

Contract I-arc-lt352 -~ Pairbanks Warehouve., A, W. Warxbere Con-
struction Commany. The contractor besgan nlacing the Final crushed 2
material on the =2labd backfill, On Batnrday, Sevtember 8, 1751, and L/#
structural steel began to arrive on the job and the subwcontractor,
Snarline Stael Commany, began ersction immediately. Proeress on this
nroject is very slow and 1t is believed thet the contractor will not
conmmlete by the ssheduled date.
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Contract l=arc-4339, TFour I-Ream Bridges on Richardson "C",
Vunt8r Construction Co.,Inc. DTuring the nast neriod, the contrzctor
eubstantially commleted the mnile driving, mlseing cavs, »ile buildum,
all the ebhutment mlankine and other subestructure worlz. "™here remains
to be comletad the concrete deckingz, backfill of the ahutments and
the erection of the hendrails. Worlkt on this nroject nrozressed very
satisfectorily durineg the month.

The Alaska A,21 section under contract to Rogers Construction
Comany 2nd Pebler Brothers surervised by the Bur=su of Publie FRoeds
nrogresses with some noted acceleration, Additional eguinment has been L
azdded to the job but the frozen terrain encountered by the contractor
hamoers mrogress., This contractor is & very cavable crusher onerator
and oiline man but his knowledse of earth moving is definitely limited.

The Richardsen "C" Highway under contract to Lytle =and Green
Commeny sumervised by the Buresu of ®Public Roads is wrogressing =lowly,
Two nieces of heavy equninment have heen added to the job durinz the nast
neriod and some increased nrogress is noted. This wroject suffers from
lzck of equinment to nroverly execuite the mzomitude of the work involved. L;/f
Tesnite the “act ceortsin sections of this job will not be naved immed-
igtely, other sections will receive vaving, This maving will be vlaced
on unsitable fills to the detriment of the naving., Desnlite any amount
of tamnineg, rolling or stabilizing done mechanically, the embahtment
nlzaced over an old roadbed in some sectiona, and virgin terrain in
others will subside in veryinz desrees, Thig subsidence czuses con-
gidera®le mazintenance work and very unsatisfactory maving surface. It
is azain urzed and recommended that measures be taken by the Feadquarterts
0f<ice to alter the contracts on both Alaska Seetion A,Bl and Richardson
"C" 4o the extent that maving shounld not be mlaced on fills that have
not had 2t least one cvecle of freeze and thsw, This recommendation
very nossiblly will ceuse an overall delay in the mavinz of roads in
2laska but it 19 certainly justified when one conziders that several
tens of thousands of dollzrs will he sment on maintenance of unstahle
rozdway smbankments,

Conctrnction

2y Toree iccount.

During the mnast neriod the maintine of the Shaw Creelz Rridse
on the Richardson Bizhwey was cormlated and the mainting of the Tanana
River Bridze on the Richardson Tighway vrozracszed to 80% commlete.
Ldéitional cizng were mlaced alonz the Pichardcson Tichway from the Thew
Creek Brides t0 Big Dalta., The mnlacing of “ills on the z2tutments of
the YWoy=2s Slough Bridege as nrevionsly re~orted herein was accommlished.
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The dismantlinz of the 0ld Noyes Slough Bridgze commenced and wrograssed
during the neriod. The removal of the deckins was commleted and the
stringers are annroximately 509 comvlete. The finsl dismantling of this
bridege will not bhe accompnlished until freezs~un when equinment can be
worked off the ice, .
Taylor Highwey (Tetlin Junction to Bazle). Conatruction on

this route nroceeds with very deliberate vproszress, Considershles mrozress
was made in vpremaratory work but no remorting units have shown any marlzed
inereese. Trozen terrain and wet zround zs well as muich hard rock work
“hampers ranid nrogresa, A fly cemn was moved from the north bank of the
Forty Mile River to Station 5980 4 N0. Wxtra equinment wae moved from s
the Forty Mile eamm to Liberty. The equi-ment included two tractors, one )/f{
earryall and one opull blade. & dozer treil dewn Polly Creek was come !
nleted to Station 5543 4 00. A thawing crew worked from the end of

this dozer trail progressing 400! down the frozsn stretch into the

Forty Mile River csnyon. The nouring of the cone footinzs and north

pler is nroceeding slowly., Sufficient form material was disnatched to

the Tolk Area for the construetion of this Job, bubt never reached the

Jjobs However, this will be comnlsted within the next ten days. The
thawing crew hnder the direction of Otbo Bayless has comoleted to Station
5700 # 00 and will move ahead %o link un the roed to Alder Creekr, The
crev under the direction of Doec Crine with three dozers has moved to
Station 5980 o 00 and is roughing out roadway along this section. Good
nrozress 18 being made on dozer work. Several stretches of nigrerhead
flats have been heaned un by the dozers and will be covered by trucks

znd shovel when thiz materiel freezes during the next neriod.

The crew under the diredtion of Wyman Fritesch is gtill camped
at Liberty with a fly camm about four miles toward Forty Mile River.
Jxcent for a few wet areas, the ground between 6300 J 00 and the Zacsls
Road ig good. Some work is very zood mull blade work and in conjunction

with the earry-all screnmer this work has mrosressed satisfactorily. /
There is one section between 6300 4 00 and Columbia Creek that will ;j/
be extremely difficult to build, A forest fire last year burmed off

21l vezetation on the hillside and this lack of vecetation eaused the
ground to thaw, BSince this is glacial silt, the material has the con-
sistency of soun and it is most difficult fo construet sny tyne of
road acrogx this stretech. It is more than 000! in lensth.

To date the followins culverits have heen nlaced: 58! of
18% ¢ M.T., 90! of A0 C.M.T., 1407 of 30" 0.M.7., 120' of 10" hy-
drauliec nine and 55! of 10! x 5' elenhant hut.

Cleared and grubbed mreviously revorted 129,6 miles
n " " this weriod 2.0 ¢
# 1 n to date .o 171,6 M

Graded and drained oreviously revorted 125.3
" oo this neriod 0
— i n " to date - 125,3 "
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Surfaced nreviously renorted 88.8 miles
" this neriocd 0
H to date 8s,8

Personnal - Wagehoard 57
elagsified 3

Glenn Eighway (Tok Slana Cut=off). Progress on this con~
struction has been hampered by frozen wet gromnd. Along the Little
Tok River vwhere it was anticinated only the voints would be frozen
1t wes found that most of the terrain was frogzen solid. This required
shifting of equinment back and forth until thle frozen material could
be sghot and/or rinred up with a heavy rooter. Lack of culverts has
hamoered this wroject somewhaf and very definitely the fact there is
no bridee material for the Tok Hiver, the two sloucghs-and the Little
Tok River bridges has been costly in time and money. During the
next week it 1s anticinated suthority will be reeceived from Hepde
gquarterg to commence construction on the nortion of thie route from
the Customg Station to the hills. The Valdez District has moved to the
Tittle Tok River go 1t is felt 4t 18 not mdviseabls to move into this
grea since 1% is very evident their forees will do the reguired work
in the Valdez Distriet. Culverts have been mleced on Jobs in the
smount a2s listed below:

1858 Lin,ft. of 2% C.M.P,
o

75(‘) 1t # it qsl!
278 %W LM x L2W CWP arch tyne ’
58 noow [i] 18" ¢ 18" f n #
(leared and grubbed nreviously remorted 21,60 miles
" " n this veriod o)
f n n to date 71,6
nraded and drained previously renorted 18.7 *
" " " this meriod 1,5 #
" " H to date 20.2 "
Surfaced vreviously renorted 11.7 i
" this neriod 0
f to date 11,7 R
Porsonnel -~ wage board Ly
classified 7

The equivment throushcut the Fairbanks Disirict s in-excellent
condition and continues to onerate satisfazctorily. The.overhaul nrogram
accomnlished during the mast winter has -roven a disbtinet ‘suecess in the
oninion of the District Angineer., Tor the Ffirst time in my exverience
with the Alaeka Road Commission, the end of the resison is annroaching and
211l of our equivment is overating. This is not. normal. PFental reeceipts
have bes-n high and nreventative maintenance on the equinment has been low
indicating that the equinment is-omerating nrofitably. .-
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Farm and Industrial Roads

The Farm and Industrial Roads in the Fairbanks area mwrogressed
with great raovidity under the general sumervision of Mr. George Morton,
and the active gsupervision of Mr, 7. J. Brignole. Work Order #3139,

Otto Geist Road has been completed with the excention of surfaecing. Two
smell bridges, one 17! long and 20} wids and one 20! long and 20! wide,
hava been constructed on this nroject. The Beckar, Dale-Conn Boad,

Work Order #7340, has been comnleted excent motor grader work and -
surfzeing. Work Order #7349 was commenced and ig 50¢ comnlete. y////
Cleared and grubbed onreviously revorted 2.5 miles
* " " this veriod 3,75 ¥
" " " to date." . 6.25 U ‘
Graded nreviously revorted 2,5 ¥
" this mertod .25 "
%o date 5.75 "

Personnel = waszehocard 8

The road under construction for the residents in the vicinity
of Steel Creek iz 20% comolete in so far as the work we intend to do
under thig nrosram. It hes been renorted here only clearing and srubbding,
3.4 miles, and shou2d not he included in the sbove work.

It is noted that the Work Order 4343, Graehl Annroach Road,
is not undsr construnction., Throurh no fault of the Alaska Road Com=
migsion, right-of-way has not been obtained bv the City of FTalrbznks
and lacking this right-ofweway it seemed inadviseable to stert this
construction. Wo action hazs been taken dr the 0ity and it is Delieved
that no work will be accomnlishad by the Alaska Road Commission on the
Graehl Aoprosch Road this sezson.

Reconstrnetion and Immrovenent

ftemge Hichwav. The reconatruction and imnrovement of the
Stesse Highway was comnleted during this veriod. The immrovement we
have made on this reoad is conesiderable, Sections not contizuous with
one another were imnroved where the alisnment, horizontal or vertical,
wzs reguired. In additional a total of 22 miles of ditching and brush
removing was azccommlished during the »ast neriod:

Braded and drained vreviously reported 8.3 miles

" " " thig neriod 1 " Y
" " " to date ?.3
I
fravel surfaced nreviounsly renorted g, ¢ y/
f " this neriod é "
o to dats W3 "

Personnel - waze hoard 9
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Maintensnes and General

The roadside immrovement vrogram throughout the Falrbanks
Distriet vprogresces. The rehabilitation of the Taylor Highway from Tetlin
Junction to Checken was comnleted during the vast neriod with some beneficial
results, This rehahilitation will requirs considerahle work to accomnlish
the degired results commarables with the stendarde of the Alsska Road Commis-
sion. All roads maintained by the FTeirbanks District have heen omen to
traffic at 2ll times during the meriod,

The Wiseman system has shut down overations and the personnel
moved to Feirbanks,

fhe bituminous vavement metching nwrogram has vrosressed with
excellent results. Mr. Gordon D. Mazllock, foremen, has clearly demonstrated
hig ability and knowledge of bituminounsg navine and the results of his labors
are very evident. Time has not mermitted the sealing of all the npatches,
but where these patches heve been annlied and/or sections repaved, the results
have been most satisfactory.

Plang are being formulated snd disnatehed to the field for
winter maintenance and snow removal on the highways meintained by the Fair-
banks District. Eauinment necessarily unsed during the winter is being
rabuilt and remaired to wmreclude the nossibility of fregunent hrealdowns.

We have not mlaced any shoulder markers or culvert markers
yet but anticinate doing this work during the next meriod. We have
clesansd out above and below ezch culvert go the snring thaw water ean
vase beyond the roads without diffieulty. This occarioned the destruetion
of several dozens of beaver dems throunzhout the Distridt., These nesty
beavers, while a tourist attraction and a fine little animal, zre a
definite muisance to the maintenance of roads in the Fairbanks District.
Protection offsred these vermints by the Pigh & Wild Li“e Service makesn
it most difficult to cove with the sliuation. Thelir dams are ranidly
rebuilt and must be nontinually destroyed by maintensnce nersomnel, They
ars a very tenacious ereasture and refuse to leave their natural hsbitat
evan though surely they realize they are unwanted.

Administretion

The Administretive Division is reasonsbly current in all
functions. Considerable extra work is heing exnmerienced in vrocessing
geasonal enzineering nersomnel uvon commlstion of their azreements., It
is antieinatad that all mer diem oblications zovnliesble to tha seasonal
emnloyeas will be elesred nrior to Oetober 10, 1051, -
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Misg Shirley Barnes resigned during the nast neriod and no
revlacement iz contemmlnted unless additional unforeseen work is en~
countered, Mra, Eris L. Church has bBeen employed in the payroll section

ag a renlacement for Mrs., Helen Lamirand who hag siznified her intention
of resigning in the near future. °

Tery truly yours,

X. 7, Goodson
District Engineer
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
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Fairbanks, Alaska. (r
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- ACC e reeinrneans d
Mr., William J, Niemi TSt eeeeeeees svanmnans
Chief EnginEEI‘ Su plz __________________ 'f!
Algska Rozd Commission .fnﬂééééﬁuﬁ%Fl“
Juneau, Alaska k

Dear Mr. Niemi:

Situsation Revort

The four week vmeriod ending Sevtember 9, 1951, has seen the
work in orogress in the Fairbanks District continue at an accelerated
rate. There has been no notable occurrance with the excevtion of the
previously revorted fire at Donnelly Dome in which we lost the bunke
house, mess hall, washroom and mest house, This loss is being revorted
as goon as posgsible., TFrequent light rain with some wind has occesioned
a small amount of szdditional mezintenance worlt but by and large the rains
have been unusually light in the Fairbanks Ares.

There have been no weshouts. There was one bridge failure at
Perhans Creek on the Steese'Highway. This small native timber struct-
ure collapsed under g heavy lozd and recquired comvnlete reconstruction.

During the vast period the Fairbanks District had visitors from
the Headquarter's Office as well as severzl vigitors from Washington, D.C.
Among those who have visited the following are included: Mr. A. F,.
Ghiglione, Commissioner of Roads, Mr. Wm. J. Niemi, Chief Engineer,
Mr. G. M. Taonley, Chief, Engineering Division, Mr. Klochenteger, Chief,
Materials Branch, Mr. J. I. Nohle, Chief, Contracts Division, Mr. 5. l.
Iundwsll, Chief, Cost Engineering Branch, Mr. Pincus, Assistant Chief,
Administrative Division, Mr. Harry Bates, Safety Engineer, all from
Heedquarter!s Office. ZFrom Washineton, D.C. were the following: Mr,
Godding, Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior and Mr,
Jzmes Davis, Director of the Division of Territories.

General James B. Steese, former President of the Alzska Road
Commission, was an informal visitor of the Feirbenks District and while
in thig vieinity he represented the Alsska Road Commission at the
ceremony vlanned anrf execnted by the Cansdian officials, Yukon Territory,
in ovpening the svur road on the Tavlor Highway to Dawsdn, Tukon Territory,.
This omening was held on August 16, 1951, =2t the houndery of Alaska and
Coneda amoroximately 3% miles N,B., of the roadhouse at Boundary, Alaska,
in conjunction with the Yukon Celebration of "Discovery Day", Aucust
17, 1951. Avoproximately 150 veonle were in attendance. General Steese

yryas
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wes the orincival svezker and the main theme of his talk concerned the
deserved recognition of the many yeaers of work for which Ike B. Taylor
was being honored by naming the highwey from Tetlin Junction to Eagle
with his name. It was & verv colorful ceremony and wes marked with
moet cordiel relations hetween the Canzdians snd the Americans.

Survers & Plans

Tairhanks-Nenana Survey - Mr., T. Hugh Wilson, Locating Engineer,

During the mast vmeriod the survey was tied to the old survey
made last yezr. The descent from Ester ridge to the velley was very
difficult since there was considerable frozen terrain and it was
necessary to avoid this if wossible, The survey now requires only =&
very minimum of field work to tie it at both ends to the old survey.
The equivment and men have moved into Fairbenks commencing on
Sentember 7, 1951, and the survey is now closed.

Personnel -~ 3 classified
2 wageboard

Ferm and Industrisl Roads

Under the direction of Richard A. Stack the survey for Farm
and Industrial Rosds continued. This survey amocunts to locating the
alignment, referencing the Bureau of Land Manssement section corners,
establishing the construction slone stakes. Also it i1s necessary for
this groun to make sesrch at the Recorder's Office for titles of "the
vronosed alignment and then obtein right-of-way from the several land
owners. We have occasioned no merticular difficulty in receiving these
from anyone but necessarily it does take considerable time to accomnlisgh
on these geveral labors.

Personnel ~ 3 clescified

Steese Hichway Reconstruction

The construction steking on the Steese Highway hzs heen
comnlated., The varty formerly engeged in this work under the direction
of James Anderson has been assigned the resvponsibility of accomplishing
the information concerning the mileage end bridge data on 21l rosds in
the Tairbanks Digtrict., This accumulation of all data reguires consid-
ersble time but at the end of the meriod it was Q0% comnlete for all
roads in the immediate vicinity of Fairbanks but doegs not include those

— roads in the Tok &resa,

Personnel - 2 clagsified,
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Contrect Engineering — H, Woodrow Johansen, Resident Fngineer

The vrincival work during the neriod was performed on the
Bichardson "C" Bridges, contrzet I—arc~l739, and some work on the
comoletion of the Noyes Slough Bridge. Thie work consisted orimerily
in engineering insmection and layout required for the construction of
the Bridges under contract. In addition at the end of the meriod, the
A. B. Vaxberg Construction Comvany commenced construction agsin on the
Feirbanks Warehouse requiring insvection and engineering layout on
this vroject. All the engineers assigned %o this contract work in-
cluding Mr. Johansen have cémnleted their contrzcts znd are no longer
in the emwloy of the Alsska Road Commission,

Perconnel — N classified.

.

Mgteriel Bneineering

Under the direction of Mr. Hervey Dunhem, the materials
gection continues with the insmection of force account and contract
material. Durinz the vast neriod, Mr. Dunhem established & branch
material laboratory at Tolk for the soils investigation in the Tok Area.
The roadway of the Glenn Highway, Section C, is mrecently being ip-
svected hy the materials brench at frequent intervals, not more than
5001 amert. Churndrill holes sre beins made in the roadway, These
gamnles are being snalyzed for the desirability of rosdway construction,
The mzenitude of this endeavor is zreater than one would normally think.
The simmle vrocess of drilling and zccumulating these sammles becomes &
major undertaking when one considers that some 50 or 75 samwles are taken
each dsy and each one is subjected to sieve enalvsis, soils tests,
nlasticity determination and standard Proctor density tests. The lab~
oratory work involved is fremendous.

Personnel — clegsified 3
wagehoard 1

Construction

By Contract. Contract I-arc-14299, Noves Slough Bridee — M. P. Munter
Construction Co.,Inc., This bridge was comnleted and omened to traffic

at 2:00 PM August 15, 1951, There remains a small amount of work to be
accomnlished by the contractor before this »roject is considered comnlete,
The Alaska Road Commission mlaced the backfill at the sbutments and the
0il ceke on the roadway surface.

Contract I-src-l352 — Tairbanks Warehouse. A. E. Waxberz Con-
gtTuction Comvany. The contractor begennlacinethe—Ffinel crushed
material on the slzh backfill, On Saturdey, Sevtember 8, 1751, and
structurel steel bhegan to arrive on the job and the sub~contracter,
Svarling Steel Company, begzn erection immediately. Proeress on this
oroject is very slow and it is believed thet the contractor will not
comnlete by the scheduled date,
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Contract I-arc-47339. TFour I-Ream Bridges on Richardson "CY,
Muntér Construction Co.,Inc. During the past period, the contrazctor
substantially comnleted the »ile driving, vplacing ceos, nile builduo,
all the abutment nlanking and other subwstructure work. There remains
to be comnleted the concrete decking, backfill of the abutments and
the erection of the handrails, Work on this nrojeet vrogressed very
gatisfactorily during the month.

The Alaska A,Bl section under contract to Rogers Construction
Comvany end Babler Brothers sunervised by the Buresu of Public Roads
progresses with some noted mcceleration. Additional equipment has been
zdded to the joh but the frozen %terrain encountered by the contractor
hampers nrogress., This contractor is a2 very canable crusher omerator
and oiling men but his knowledge of earth moving is definitely limited.

The Richardson "C" Highway under contract to Lytle and Green
Commany sunervised by the Bureau of Publie Rosds is nrogressing slowly.
Two nieces of heevy eaquinment hzve heen added to the job during the mast
veriod and some increased progress is noted. This mroject suffers from
leck of equinment to vroverly execute the mazznitude of the work involved.
Desnite the “act certain sections of this job will not be naved immed-
iately, other sections will receive veving., This naving will be vlaced
on unstable fills to the detriment of the navine, Desnite any amount
of tamoing, rolling or stabilizing done mechanically, the embankment
placed over an old roadbed in some sections, and virgin terrain in
others will subside in varying dezrees, This subsidence czuses con-
siderable meintenance work and very unsatisfactory vaving surface. I%
ig zzain urged and recommended that measures be taken by the Headquarterls
Office to alter the contraects on both Alaska Section A,Bl end Richardscn
"CW to the extent that vwaving should not be nlaced on fills that have
not had at least one cvecle of freeze and thaw, This recommendation
very vossibily will caunse an overall delav in the navinz of rosds in
Alaska Dut it is certainly Jjustified when one considers that several
tens of thousands of dollars will he svent on maintenance of unztable
roadwasy embankments.

Construction
—

By Force Account.

During the vast veriod the maintineg of the Shew Creek Bridee
on the Richardson Highway was comnleted and the nainting of the Tanana
River Bridge on the Richardson Hishway wrozressed to 80% comvlete.
Ldditional siens were nlaced along the Richerdson Higchway from the Shaw

T Creek Bridze to Biz Delta. The wmlacing of tills on the svutments of

the Noyes Slousgh Bridge as nreviously reported herein was accomnlighed,
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The dismantline of the 0ld Noyes Slough‘Bridze commenced and nrogressed
during the neriod. The removal of the decking was commleted and the
stringers are anonroximately 50% comvlete., The final diementling of this
bridze will not he sccommlished until freeze-un when eaquinment can be
wvorked off the ice.

Taylor Highwey (Tetlin Junction to Eszle). Construction on
this route proceeds with vervy deliberate progress, Considerable wrogress
wags made in prevaratory worl but no revorting units have shown any marked
incresse. Trozen fterrain and wet ground as well azs muich hard rock work
hamvers ranid nrogrese. A flv camm was moved from the north bank of the
Yorty Mile River to Station 5980 J N0, ZExtra equivment was moved from
the Forty Mile camo to Liberty. The equivment included two tractors, ons
carryall and one mull blade., A dozer trail down Polly Creek was come—
pleted to Station 5543 4 00. A thawing crew worked from the end of
this dozer trail progressing 400T down the frozen stretch into the
Forty Mile River canyon. The mouring of the cone footings and north
vier is proceeding slowly. Sufficient form material was diswatched +o
the Tok Area for the construction of this job, but never reached the
Job, However, this will he comvleted within the next ten days. The
thawinz crew under the direction of Otto Bayvless has comoleted to Station
5700 # 00 and will move gzhead to link uvo the road to Alder Creek. The
crew under the direction of Doc Crive with three dozers has moved %o
Station 5980 % 00 and is roughing out rozdway along this. section. Good
nrozress is heing made on dozer work. Several stretches of nigeerhead
flate have been heaned up by the dozers and will bhe covered by trucks
and shovel when this materisl freezes during the next vweriod. '

The crew under the direction of Wyman Fritsch is still camned
at Liverty with a fly camm about four miles toward Fority Mile River.
Axcent for a few wet areas, the ground between 6300 J 00 and the Ragle
Road is good. Some work is very good pull blade work and in conjunction
with the cerry—all scraner this work has nrozressed satisfactorily,
There is one section hetween 6300 J 00 end Columbia Creek thst will
be extremely difficult to build. A forest fire last yeer burned off
21l vegetation on the hillside and this lack of vegetation czused the
ground to thaw. ©Since this is glacial silt, the material has the con-
gistency of soun snd it is most difficult to construet any tyvme of
road across this stretch. It is more than 000! in length.

To date the following culverts have been nlaced: 58' of
18" ¢.M.T., 901 of 30" C.M.T., 160" of 30" C.M.T., 120! of 10" hw—
draulic wmine and 55% of 10! x 57 elevhant hut.

Cleared and grubbed mreviously remorted 129,6 miles
" L L this veriod 2,0 "
i " n to date  _ 171,6 h

Graded and érained nreviously reworted 125.3 "
" " n this neriod 0
" " " to date 125,35
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Surfzaced nreviously renorted 88.8 miles
n this veriocd 0
n to date 88,8 n

Personnel — Wacebosrd 57
classified 3

Glenn Highway (Tok Slana Cut—off). Progress on this con~
struction has been hamvered by frozen wet ground. Along the Little
Tok River where it was anticivated only the vpoints would be frozen
it wes found that most of the terrain was frogzen solid. This required
shifting of equinment back and forth until this frozen material counld
be shot and/or ripped up with & heavy rooter. Lack of culverts has
hampered this vroject somewhat and very definitelv the fact there is
no bridee material for the Tok Rlvqgl thg;ggljgggggg_ggg;jgg\%izzle
Tok River bridges has been costly in time and money. During the
next week 1t is anticipeted authority will be received from Head-
quarters to commence construction on the mortion of this route from
the Customs Station to the hills. The Valdez Distriet has moved to the
Little Tok River so it ig felt it is not adviseable to move into this
area since it is very evident their forces will do the required work
in the Valdez District. Culverts have been nlzaced on Jobs in the
emount as listed below:

1858 Lin.ft. of 24" C,M,P,

750 noon i) 36" 1]
278 M MM 24N x LW CMP arch tyve i
68 n " 1" 18" x 18!! ft - 1

Cleared and grubbed nreviously revorted 31.60 miles

" " " this wmeriod 0
] n n to date 31‘6 #
Graded and drained vreviously revorted 18,7
" " " this meriod 1,5 "
" " n to date 20,2 M
Surfaced previously revnorted 11.7 n
" this neriod 0
" to date 11,7 "
Personnel - wage board Ly

, classified 7
The equivment throuchout the Fairbanks District is ih excellent

condition and continues to operate satisfactorily. The overhaul program
—accomnlishedduring—thevest—winter-hasorovena -distinctsuccess—4in the

ovinion of the Dietrict Bngineer, TFor the first time in my exmerience

with the Alaska Road Commission, the end of the season iz spproaching and

all of our equiovment is overating. This is not normal, Rental receipts

have been high and vreventaitive maintenance on the eguinment has been low

indicating that the equivment is operating nrofitably.
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Farm and Industrial Roads

The Farm and Industrial Roads in the Fairbanks area progressed
with great repidity under the general suvervision of Mr. George Morton,
and the active supervision of Mr. T. J. Brignole. Work Order 4339,

Otto Geist Road has been completed with the excention of surfacing. Two
smell bridges, one 17V long and 20T wide and one 20T long and 20V wide,
have been constructed on this »roject. The Becker, Dale~Conn Road,
Work Order #7340, has been comoleted excent motor grader work and
surfacing, Work Order #3490 was commenced and is 50% complete,

; \

Cleared and grubbed.oreviously revorted 2.5 miles
" " n this period 3,75 M
" " " to date 6.25
Graded vwreviously reported 2.5
" this meriod 3.25 "
" to date 5.75 "

Personnel — wagzehoard 8

The road under construction for the residents in the viecinity
of Steel Creek is 90% complete in so far as the work we intend %o do
under this nrogram. It has been reported here only clearing and grubding,
3.1 miles, and should not be included in the above work.

It i noted that the Work Order #3472, Graehl Awnroach Road,
is not under comstruction., Throush no fault of the Alasks Road Com-
migsion, right—of-way has noit been obtained by the City of Falrbanks u///
and lacking this right—of-way it seemed inadvisezsble to start this
construction. No action has been taken by the City and it is believed
that no work will be accomnlished by the Alaska Road Commis=1on on the
Graehl Annroach Road this sesson.

Reconstruection and Imnrovement

Steegse Hichway. The reconstruction and imwrovement of the
Steese Highway was comnleted during this weriocd, The imvprovement we
have made on this road is considerable. Sections not contiguous with
one another were imvroved where the alignment, horizontal or vertical,
wae reouired. In additional a total of 22 miles of ditching and brush
removing was accomnlished during the mast period:

Graded and drained wmreviously renorted 8.3 miles

" n " this meriod 1 "

" 1] il to date 9_3 fl
Gravel surfaced nreviously renorted 8.3 "
" " this meriod 6 L

f " to date .3 "

Personnel - wagze board 9
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Maintenance and General

The roadside improvement orogram throughout the Fairbanks
District procrescres, The rehabhilitation of the Taylor Highway from Tetlin
Junction to Chicken wzs commleted durine the past period with some beneficisl
results. This rehahilitation will require considerehle worz to accomnlish
the degired results commarable with the standards of the Alasks Road Commis— o
aion. All roads maintasined by the Fairbanks District have been omen to
traffic at all times during the meriod.

The Wiseman system has shut down overations and the personnel /
moved to Fairbanks.

The bituminous vevament vatchine »wrogram has oroeressed with
excellent results, Mr., Gordon D. Mallock, foreman, has clearly demonstrated
hig gbility and knowledge of bituminous vaving and the results of his labors
are very evident. Time has not nermitted the sealing of all the natches,
but where these patches have been avnlied and/or sections repaved, the results
have been most satisfactory.

Plans are being formulated and dispatched to the field for
winter maintenance and snow removal on the highways maintained by the Fajir~
banks District., ZHouinment necesssrily used during the winter is being
rebuilt and revaired to nreclude the possibility of frequent breazkdowns,

We have not mlaced any shoulder markers or culvert markers
vet but aniticipate doing this work during the next vweriod. We hawe
cleaned out above and below ezch culvert so the spring thaw water cen
nass beyvond the roads without difficulty. This occasioned the destruction
of gseveral dozeng of beaver dams throuchout the District. These vesty
beavers, while a tourlst attraction and a fine little animal, are &
definite nuisance to the maintenance of rozds in the Fairbanks District.
Protection offered thegse varmints by the Fish & Wild Life Service makes
it most difficult to come with the situastion, Thelr dams are ranidly
rebuilt and must be continuallyv destroyed bv maintenance mersonnel, They
are a very tenacious creature and refuse to leave their natural habitet
even though surely they reaslize they are unwanted.

Administration

The Administrative Division is reasonably current in all
functions. Considerable extra work is heine exmerienced in nrocessing
seasonal enzineering versonnel unon comvletion of their agreements. It
is anticinated that 2ll per diem oblizationg avnlicable to the sezsonal
emnloyees will bte cleared mrior to October 10, 1951.
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Mise Shirley Barnes resigned during the nast meriod and no
revlacement is contemplated unless additional unforeseen work is en—
countered. Mrs. Hris L. Church hss been employed in the vayroll section
ag a revlacement for Mrs. Helen Lamirand who has siznified her intention
of resigning in the near future.

Very truly yours,

¥. F. Goodson
District Engineer
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Oﬁ%e Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO * Ym. J. Niemi, Chief Engineer, ARC, Juneau

FROM

SUBJECT:

the Chena Hot Springs Road.

DATE:

X, F. Goodson, District Engineer, ARC, Fairbank%xe??j/
Situation Revort for Period Ending August 13, 1951

August 29, 1951

Reference is made to your memorandum of August 21, 1951,
concerning subject particularly the inquiry you have mede regarding

Contributions in excess of $500;00 from benefited
This fund pays for the operators' wazes

in&ividuals were received.

and the cost of fuel, oil and lubricants required for the equipment.
Bquipment rental charges were assigzned to Steese Locals W.0. #1313,
This procedure wzg in accordance wlth verbal instructions received
from Mr. A. ¥. Ghiglione, then Acting Commissiéner of Roads for

Alagka and Chief Engineer.
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR N%{\
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

August 22, 1951

MEMORANDUM TO: Wm. J. Niemi, Chief Engineer
FROM: G. M. Tapley, Chief, Engineering Division Wb

SUBJECT s Fairbanks Si%uation.Report dated August 13 —-
Deferment of paving Richardson C and Alaska A-Bl

In the Fairbanks Situation Report for August 13, Mr. Goodson
recommends deferment of paving on the green fills of Alaska A-Bl and
Richardson C. He makes reference to subsidence on Richardson A and
B line changes.

It was noted during my recent inspection of Richardson A
and B that the subsidence occurred on line changes constructed over
frozen ground. No subsidence was noted where the fills had been
placed on gravel base. Accordingly, it is believed that paving can
be undertaken during 1952 over fills placed this year or early next
year on gravel foundations. Thorough compactilon should be cbtained
and flat side slopes should be required not steeper than 1 on 3 for
low fills. It was noted that the 1 on li slopes used on the Glemn B-2
and B-3 were particularly stable, eliminating all shoulder sloughing
and settlement of the roadway.

The decision as to paving over any fills should be made by
the Bureaun of Public Roads with close review by Road Commission super-
visory personnel. It is the principal responsibility of the Resident
Engineer and the BFR construction and materials engineers. No action
to advise them of this difficult problem is recommended at this time.

T2 = 7
S N

/6!} -‘!’&Ff <
i
S— /3/n”»/£&

11}/ g



X, P, Goodson, District Bogineer, Falrbesks huguat 21, 1951
W, 'T-' Hm, Chield Eﬂginw!‘
Situatim Repord for Peried Eoding Auguel 13, 1G5L

I have read the subjeckt sltuation reperd with a grest desl of inberte
gat, It represents sonsgidernble time and thoughd in preparation and prezents
a pood pieture of District operations,

Refereing to the 5th Paragrath, Page 4, Yogarding asphald paving on
green £111s, Richardsen € w 17.1 milss of paving hea purposely been slimdnsted
from the present sontract Lo avoid just sueh n thing, However, the entire gocdw
tion is recoiving Torther study,

The 1st Paragrach of Page 5 indieates & lack of transportation in the
District., When your 1952 program iz knmown recommendations can be sulmitted fur
. 8By required trensportation to £it the program,

I% is noted under form and Industyrial reads that you received a oone

fribution of $50C to build sbout 3.4 miles of roads in the vieinity of the roce
posed Chena Hot Springe Read. Under what work corder wes this project Iinelnded?

WJIN: job

il
»
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UNITED STATES Z

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR @ TFC s
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION @ A . B ] N?{-\
« LDET. LN (f0en
{M:lmgbrict, rd
fairbanks, Alagis R L
(O L L —
August 13, 1951 @-/ Engrg./,%?.’?f?..fz .....
VI ———
03 £ R—
Mr. William J. Niemi Supsly P
Chief Engineer r A e
Alasks Road Commission , G "VPﬁWNCEQﬂz
Junean, Alaska e Farneeld]

Dear Mr. Niemi:

Situation Revnort

During the four week period ending August 13, 1951, con-
struction and meintenance work within the Pairbanks District continued
with great ranidity. The weather has been generslly clear and warm
with a few occasional showers, Streams from glacier orizin have not
caused any appreciable concern since the nights have normally besn
rather cool and thawing has been at an even rate. The Delta River
near Black Rapids rose to flood pronortions; the finger dikes constructed
this past spring confined the waters to the river channel and the flood
waters did not destroy any of the Richardson Highwey. All highways
within the Fairbanks District maintained by the Alsska Road Commission
are open to traffic and in zood travellinz condition.

-

Yo notable occurrence during the four week period i1s worthy -
of comment. Progress of all work has deen satisfactory with the excevtion
that 1t is believed the Forty Mile construction and the Tok construction
are lagging when one considers the quantity of equipment employed on these
nrojects., The equipment on all the jobs is performing satisfactorily and
the maintenance forces required to keev the equinment in operation are
at & minimum, Bgulvment rental receipts indicste that the overhanl
vrogram that the Fairbanks District wes engaged in during the past winter
and spring was highly successful. There has been a minlmum of down-time
and the equipment 1s producing splendid results.

e

During the vpast period, the Falrbanks District had visitors
from the Hesdgquarter's O0ffice as well as visitors from Washington, D.C.
Amongz those who have visited, the following ars included: Mr. Xen Kugel,
Bureau of the Budget, Washington, D.C., Mr. William Hackett, Consul for
the House Committee on Territorial and Insnlar Affairs, Interior Devart—
ment, Mr. William J. Nieml, Chief Overations Division, Mr. Wm. S,
Xlochenteger, Chief, Materials Division, Mr. Harry O. Whits, Master
Mechenic, and Mr. J. G. Shepard, Contracts Branch.
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Survervs and Plansg

FTai rbanks~Nenans Survey - Mr. 7. Hugh Wilson, Locating Engineer.

During the past period, Mr. Wilson was on temporary assigmment
for a period of eight days to the Nome District to accomplish a reconn-
aigance survey in the vicinity of Lost River. Durinz Mr. Wilson'!s
absence, Mr, Rex Palmer assumed the responsibilities and authority of
location engineering on thie project. This location has become a major
undertaking since it has carried us into very, very heavy timber. To
project a line through this heavy timber requires a zreat deal of clearw
ing with tractors and considerable hand cutting. Bxcept for a short
distance of approximately two miles throuczh an o0ld burned section, this
survey has been extremely difficult. Progress has been satisfactory -
considering the terrain, .

Personnel - Classified 7
Wege-board 3

Parm and Industrial Roads

During the past period, the field work on the location and
construction staking on three farm roads was accomplished, The (eist
Road (339-122), the Dale-Becker-Conn Road (340-122) and the Chena Hot
Springs Road (9312-3). The field engineering work consisted of locating
the survey lines, slope stzking and obtalning easements for rights-—of-
way through the property of land owners., Work has been satisfactorily
gccomplished under the direction of Richard A. Stack,

Personnel - Classified b

Steess Hishway Reconstruction and Miscellaneous Work

Undar the direction of James D. Anderson, the necessary
construction survey required on the Steese reconstruction and miscell-
aneous work in the vicinity of Falrbanks was accomplished. This work
included the construction steking for widening and surfacing the
Steese Highway in several locations, layout of bridges on the Farm
Rozd program and the obitainine of easements for rights-of-way in
connection with the Farm roads.

Personnel -~ Classified &

Contract Engineering - H. Woodrow Johansen, Resldent EBngineer

During the immediate past period, this grouv has been engaged

—in the supervision and insvection of contracts under the sumervision—

of the Al=sska Road Commission in the Tairbanks District. This includes
the Noyes Slough Bridge, Contract I-arc-4299, Richardson "C" Bridges,
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Contract I-arc-4339, and the Feirbanks Warehouse, Contract I-arc-4352,
The engineering work consists princivally of inspection and layout work.
It requires some overtime since the contractors are very often placing
concrete and runs into considerable overtime. The inspection required
on contracts under construction by the Munter Construction Co. is conw
siderable. While this contractor is considered to be well versed in the
construction of bridges, he is also well versed in short-cut methods
and is well supplied with excuses and alibis for non-conformence with
specifications and plans. This requires a great deal of vigilance on
the part of the inspectors and oceasions considershle arguments on the
Job. In order to accomplish setisfactory work with this contractor, it
is necessary to constantly remind him of his duties and requirements,

The A. E. Waxbergz Construction Company has not done any
aporeciable amount of work during the past month and their vroject is
at a couplete stendstill. There is no occasion for the contrzctor to
receive any considerztion for an extension of time and this time limit
is repidly diminishing now,

Personnel ~ Clascified 6

Material Engine erire

Under the direction of Mr. Farvey Dunharm, the materials
section of the Fairbanks District continues the inspedtion of force
gecounte and contract materials. Mr. Dunham has done inspection work
on the Noyes Slough Bricge, Porty Mile River Bridge, Richardson "CH
Bridges, Tok Slana Cut-Cff Highway, the Alaska "B" highway and the
Richardson Highway, Fairbanks District. He has aleo directed the traffic
count within the Fairbenks Area.

In addition to these accomplishments, Mr. Dunham closely
coordinated the repalr and rehebilitation of the asphalt paving within
the Falrhbanks Area where 1t was accomplighed by the maintenance forces
of the District. The Tok Laboratory is apvroximately 70% comolete and
Mr. Dunham will move a small group into Tok early this week to make
teste on the roadway embankment in place on the Tok Slana Cut-Cff,
This moteriel sampling is required to determine the balast necessary
in preparation of paving Section "CY of the Tok Slane~Cut-Cff,

Personnel «~ Clasgsified 2

Construction

By Contract, Contract I-arc-4299, Noyes Slouch Bridge - M. P. Munter

~ Comstruction Co.,Inc. This contract is considered-tobe 99,5%-complete —
and will be open for traffic August 15, 1951, &t noon. During the past
period concrete was vlaced for the Xast and West roadway deck svans,
the back and wing walls of the Bast abutment, the sidewalk slabs, the
safety curbe and the rail posts. The hand rails were bolted in place.
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Contract I-src-4352 - Fairbanks Warehouse, A. B. Waxberg
Construction Company - 36% complete, Gravel backfill has heen commleted
but the crushed material for the last foot of the baclkfill has not been
placed anfl the contractor is experiencing difficulty in obtaining this
material., Slow delivery on the steel and other neceseary building materizls
will occzsion a late completion date on this warehouse. :

Contract I-arc-k339., Tour I-Beam Bridges on Richardson "CH, .
22,24 comvlete. The contractor comnleted abutment excavation at Darling -
Creek, Mile 230.4, Bear Creek and Mile 236.,8. Drove and cut off the piling
and painted the piling with one coat of red lead paint and comvwleted the
erection of structural steel at Mile 236.8 bridze. Completed driving and
placed the cap on the soutk abutment at Mile 230.4 bridge. The wing piles
were driven on the north abutment but the bearing plles although built up
end driven have not reached bearing, Applied one cozt of paint on bearing
piles and two coate of paint on wing piles of this bridge. All plles were
driven and south cep was placed but not bolted on Beer Creek Bridge. Two
coats of paint were applied to all piling., All piles were driven at Darling
Creek, The contractor set up a gravel plant on the Big Delta River st
Mile 232 and screened snd hguled concrete aggregate for the various hridges.

The Aleska "A" gection under contract to Rogers Construction
Company and Babler Bros, suvervised by the Bureeu of Public Roesds is
proceding with a little more rapidity. However, this job suffers from
the lack of equipment sand no appreciable amount of construction has been
completed to date. '

The Richardson "C" Highwey under contrazct to Lytle and
Green Compsny supervised by the Burean of Public Rozds is vrogressing
slowly. One 2% ton shovel has moved in on the job and progress is noted.
_ Bowever, considering the length of the Job and time limit, the accomplish-
GmT Lo uiment is very mesger.

A
Belicve e It is recommended that the contract on these two jobs be

/7.7 onibe, . extended by one year to preclude the possibllity of placing the final
: asphalt paving on the green f£ill with the occurrence of the subsidance we
OZZ <o 5%‘0 have on both the Richerdson A and B. It aprears to this Office that the

o Thien contractors will place the majority of fill next sesson and will immed-
'é:m;{r | iately bezln vaving on these green fills and the same trouble we have
Aarven ?,mmf had on Richardson A and B will occur on both of these projects, It is
ik Lty not known how the contracts can be changed, but certainly some recognition
a’/“ffﬂ&- of this fact must be taken. It is recommended and nrged that immediate
’g’:{i‘f:lﬁf.} \ action be taken by the Headquarter's Office in relation to this subject,

AN
N ‘,J"/ By Force Account

- L

£ e —
7z "/‘“’“A w/‘ The Security Fencing at the Tok Depot and the Fairbanks Depot

,Mu/d-» ff!— bas Yeen completed with a minimum of expenditures. I% is noted that con-
I3 ;,(*,‘}L; eiderable shorteage existed in the component parts of this fence but these
L4~ miseing parts were manufactured locally and installed.
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During the past periocd, the painting of the Salchaket River
Bridge was completed. A heavy coat of standard aluminum bridze vpaint
was gpplied to the steel siructure and hand and gusrd rails were painted.
New walkways decks were installed on the Chena River Bridge. A small
bunkhouse wes. completed within the Fairbanks Depot for the use of wege-
board employees worltlng on the Farm and Indusirial road vrogram in the é&&*a“"
immediate vieinity of Fairbanks. The painting of the Shaw Creek Bridge _..
was commenced during the periocd and progress has been very rapld. The gl
erection of signs slong the several highways has been very slow due to ag;t:,w i
shortage of manpower and vehicles for transvortetion., It is noted hers \ SLUJ
the Fairbanks District is desperately deficient in personnel transportat- s
ion, If we are to contimue with the accomplishments of so many varied c 254
and distant projects, 1t will be necessary next yeer to have at least Mk
aight more pickup trucks. We simply cannot continue to economically use A.Q%J ﬁ
the old pickups and augment this old equipment by using dump trucks and Ao
other maekeshift personnel transportation. JV‘L

5 ‘4

Towlr * “Glenr Highway - Tetlin Junction to Eagle. Construction of
this route proceede quite slowly. The impedus for rapid commletion is
lacking in the field., The terrain being traversed is difficmlt and
conditions are far from being ideal bhut with the amount of equirment and
manpower employed on this Job, more ravid progress can be expected.
Widening 2nd surfacing from Walkers Fork toward Uvver Jack Wade Creek
continues; the approsches to the Walkers Fork Bridge were filled to grade,
The falgework on the Walkers Fork Bridese has been removed and the bridge
" is substantially comvnlete. An elephant hut was placed at Jack Wade
Creek. This elephant hut replaces the vnrovosed bridge at Jack Wade Creek.
Culvert installations continme South of Polly Creek as well ag some pull
blade work. A passable trail is now punched out down Polly Creek to _
Station 5496, This section is particulerly slow golng because of the
large amount of rock work., Work on the avvroaches to the Forty Mile
crogsing was started; 3000 feet on the South bank was stripped. This
gtrioped ground is being worked as it thaws,

Worls on the section North of the Forty Mile 1s vrogressing
slowly. During the vast period, the boiler and Jackhammer crews were
reorganized and nrogress improved a little bit. Considerable immrovement
was made on the more difficult sections by attaching a very small boller
to a dozer and when frozen ground was encountered, this boiler was employed
to thaw it out. In this manner, the equivment could continue to operate
in sections where only a very small amount of frozen ground was encountered.
Most of the ground between Forty Mile River and Alder Creek have been
opened up in this manner and boiler and compressor crews are presently
engaged in drilling and shooting this sectlon. The section from Alder
~ Creek toward Iiberty is very slow in completion. TFrom Literty toward
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Alder Creek, there 1s a passable road for perhaps eight miles but in no
sense is this & finished road. It 18 helieved that very soon the conne
ection can be made from Liberty Creek and Alder Creek and the very e xpensive
supplying of the ILibverty Creek camp can be minimized,

Cleared and grubbed previously reported 127,6 miles

" n " thie period 2,0 "

" " U to date 129,6 #
Graded and érained previously reported 24,5 ¢

" Ll " this period B8 "

" " " to date 125,23 "
Surfaced previously reported gg.8 "

" this period 0

n to date 88. 8 "

Personnel ~ Wage board 53
Clagsified 9

Glenn Fighway -~ Tok Slane Cut-Off, Considerable amount of
frozen ground hasm been encountered along the hillside near the ILittls Tok
River. This frozen material has delayed construction somewhat and caused
inconvenience to the travelling public., This piece of road has been
maintained at all 4imes but unfortunately it was necessary at times to
pull traffic through the swampy sections. Progress has not been seriously
hampered by this frozen ground but necessarily sections oven in frozen
material can not be considered completed until stabilized., This condition
exists on approximately two miles on this route.

The camp at Little Tok River bhegan operation on the 5th of
Avgust and is presently operating as the main camp. The Clesrwater camp
is presently inoperative and abandoned,

Cleared and grubbed previously reported 31.6 miles
"

f this neriod 0 "

" " to date 31.6 "
Grzded and drained previously reported 18.7 "
f " this veriod 2,10 ¢

L " to date 20,8 "
Surfaced previously reported 11.7 n
" this period 0 "

" to date 11.7 ]

Personnel -~ wage board L3
" classified 10
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FYarm and Industrial Roads

A commencement wes made on the Farm and Industrial Roads
during the vast period under the general surer¥ision of Mr. George Morton
and active supervisiocn of Mr. T. J. Brignole. Progress was satisfactory
considering the terralin and considerzble worlt was accomplished. Not

vreviously reported but completed this period was the Country Club Road
Extension:

Clenred and gruhbed «75 miles
Graded .75 "

Personnel - Wageboard 3

Geist Road:

Cleared and strioped 1.75 miles
Graded 1.7 "

Personnel - Wage board 10

The residents in the vicinity of the promosed Chens Hot
Springs road petitioned the Alzska Road Commission and furnished a check
for aporoximately $500.00 to build about 3.4 miles of road to allow them
access to their homesites, An sgreement wes reached whereby the Alaska
Road Commission wonld furnish equipment and the residents would furnish
money to vay the operators and the fuel and oil exvenses of the equip-
ment., The provoesed road has been cleared and stripped the total distance
and is presently being graded. This is a very low standard road and is
hardly more than a trail but will serve the purpose.

Personnsl - Wageboard 5

Reconstruction and improvement

Steese Highway. The reconstruction near Chatanika and the
resurfacing near Fox on the Steese Highway continunes a8 well as the
widening and reconstruction of the hishwey across the Chatanika flatsa,

Work has been rather ravnld and is very good quality. Considerable comment
has been made by users of this road concerning the improvements made

during the construction season. It is believed that during the next
veriod, the section near Miller House and Central will be improved somewhat
by eliminating several very sharp-curves. During the past veriod

—corregated metal pipes were installed at several locations in place of

the log-type culvert. This improved drainage will be particularly
beneficial next spring.
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Graded and drained prev. reported 6.3 miles
" " " this period 2 "
" " " to date 8.3 ¢
Surfaced previously reported 2 H
" this veriod 6.3 ¥
" to date 8.3 0

Personnel - Wagzeboard 13

Maintenance and General

During the past meriod, the Falrbanks District received
new equipment as follows:

10 only 5 cu. yd. Reo dump %rucks

The rosdside improvement prozresses throughout the District
with beneficial affects. A new foreman, Mr. Gordon D, Malloch, was hired
in the States and transported to Falrbanks at the expense of the Alaska
Road Commission to sunervise the maintenance and repairs of asvhalt vaving
within the Fairbanks District. This work is progressing rapidly and sstis-
faetorily., On Wednesday, August 15, it is anticipated the erew will be
moved into Johnson River and begin inverted penetration patching of Alasks
"B# gection from Sears Creek to Tok,

During the past period, on July 25, 1951, a serious fire
occurred destroying 49 creosoted timber piling as well as the Rogers
Low-bed trailer. This fire has heen previously reported,

The U. S. Army moved a convoy of apvroximately 800 vehicles
throuzh the Fairbanks District on August 7 through Augmst 12, 1951, ¥o
damage waes done to the highways and the convoy was well supervised. With
this tremendouns amount of traffic it was necessary to employ additional
maintenance forces to ensure the travelling mublic a well maintained road.

The Tetlin-Junction Bagle Road from the Junction to Chicken
has been under reveir during the past period and the mejority of the
abrunt inequalities of grade has dbeen rectified., This required the use
of a shovel and three trucks as well as underbody blade to accommlish,
This work wes necessary and had been programmed.
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Adminigtration

The funciions of the Adminlstrative Divislon are reasonably
current in all sections. At present a $77,000,00 bi-weekly vayroll is
being expediently processed by the payroll section. The stores section
is making issuances to the extent of avrroximately $33,000.00 excluding
netroleum products every two week period. The cost accounting section
is functioning in a commendable manner in the processing of the various
cost documents, All factors teken into consideration, the situetion 1s
deemed to be satisfactory. '

¥Mrg. Patrieia Buffam has replaced Mrs. Dorothy Jemmings
as clerk-stenographer and is being assigned duties as clerk and typist.

Very ¢ ruly yvours,

K. ¥. Goodson
District Engineer
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Mr. A. T. Ghiglione
Chief Bngineer | eemlEEESL
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

..........................

Dear Mr. Ghiglione:
Situation Remnort

The four week period ending July 15, 1951, has seen the work
progress in the Fairbanks District with increased ravidity. Generally the
westher has been very warm, very few showers and the glacial streams have
been active but not to the extent that they are destructi¥e. There have
been no interruwotions to traffic on any of the highways maintained by the
Fairbanks Digtrict during the past period and all roads and highways maine
tained by the Tairbanks District are now ocven to traffic. The Ferry-Eva
Creek system has been ovened and is presently carrying its normel traffic:
load,

There has been no specific occurrance in the Fajirbanks Dis-~
trict worthy of notation during the nasgt four weekveriod. The progress
of all work has been satisfactory. The several suvervisors are accom-
plishing their assignments diligently and effectively. The orinciple
occasion for any vossible delay will be the lack of tracks and rollers for
Caterpillar Tractor equipment assigned to the Forty Mile job. Presently,
the Internafional Harvester equivment emoloyed on the Tok Cut—Cff is overat—
ing but still not to the comnlete satisfaction of all concerned.

During the vast veriod, the Fairbanks District has received
meny official visits from Headquarters? staff nersonnel as well as
Washington official versonnel. Among those who have visted the following
are included: Mr. D. H. Miller, Chief, Administrative Division accom-—
vanied by Mr. McClellan, General Accounting Office and Mr. Alley, Office
of the Secretary of Interior; Mr. H. R. Bates, Safety Engineer, Mr. S. L,
Lundwaell, Cost Engineer, Mr. Herb Reed, Mr. Wm. 8. Klochenteger, Chief
Materials Branch and Mr. George Russell, Assistant Chief of Surveys and
Investigations. Considerable time was exwended bty the personnel of the
Fairbanks District in famillarizing these visiting officials with pro-
cedures and conditions veriaining to the Falrbanks District. -

[/ /,:«’f:?

The District Pngineer was on official sick leave during the period

_for eight days.
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Surveys and Plans

Fairbanks-Nenana Survey -~ Mr. T. Hugh Wilson, Locating Engineer

The survey from Fairbanks to Nenana is vwrogressing slowly
due to heavy timber and ooor terrain. Mr. George Russell end Mr. T. Eugh
Wilson conversed at length in the field and it was decided to make a re-
connaissance flight to locate a hetter location for the pronosed hizhway
from Gold Creek to Berg. Some trouble hes been exverienced with equipment
on the job but all of the eguivment is presently in overative condition.
It ie recommended that as socon as the survey resches, Berg, a digtance
of apvroximately ten miles, the survey be aBzndoned, Progress has been
satisfactory.

Personnel ~ classified 6
wage-toard L

Steese Hizhway & Tarm and Industrial Roads

On July 9, 1951, Mr, John O, Wiggin, Resident Engineer,
resisned and in his ovlsce we have appointed Mr. R. A. Stack, Highway
Engineer, and Mr., James B. Anderson, Hichway Encineer, to direct the
two groups that Mr, Wiggin formerly directed. This groun of engineers
work interchangeably between the Steese Fighway znd the Farm and Induse
trial Roads orogram in the Fairbanks Area. Progress is very slow and
this is due t0 the difficulty in securing the rightg—of-wzsy of the pro-
nosed routes. None of this work has been done orior to 1951 and it is
now necescsary to secure the easements from the individusl vnroverty owners.
Very often it is only a matter of contacting the verson but this does take
time. TUntil such time that we have comvlete eagement for a pariicular
vroject, we have not made any attempt to do any construction work. We
have, however,. done the vpreliminary engineering including slope steking.

Personnel - 1l classified

Contract Bngineering - H, Woodrow Johansen — Resident Engineer

During the past meriod this growo has been engaged in the

layout and suvervision of contracts under the supervision of the Alaska
Road Commission in the Fairbanks Areza. The concrete vlscement, structural
steel erection and other vhases of construction work comvleted on both the
Fairbanks Denot Warehouse, Contract I~arc~4352, and the Noyes Slouzgh Bridge,
Contract Imsrc-4239. The four I~beam bridges on the Richardson Highway,
Contract I-src-4339, commenced slowly during the veriod but are now underway.
This Cffice is very well vleased with the performance of the contractors.

~ Both A. E., Waxberg Coustruction Comvany and Munter Construction Comvany
are executing very good construction.

Personnel -~ € classified
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The Materials Engineer, Mr. Harvey Dunham, continued the field
insvection 6f the Contract and Force Account materials. He has also been
engaged in setting wo the suoply data and vouchers for vayment on Contract
I~arc~4263. Mr, Dunham has done considerable field work in the past veriod.
In addition to his field work he has alsc egtablished a working force in
the Materials Lab in Fairbsnks and has commenced accumulating and requisit-
ioning materials for a Lab at Tok,

Personnel = Classified 2.

Construction

By Contract

Contract I-arc-4299 - Noves Slough Bridee - M. P. Munter Con-
struction Comnany commenced placing structural steel for the deck the early
vart of the veriod, They completed the conerete nlacement on the sbutmend
wing walls and paravet walls. The concrete on three of the deck slabs was
nlaced during the preceding period.

Contract I-arc-4352 ~ Fairbanks Warehouse. A. E. Waxberg
Construction Comvany wrogressed very rapidly on the construction of the
Tairbanks Warehouse. However, at the moment the vroject is at a standstill
awaiting the backfilling of the area uwvon which the floor slab will be
placed. Slow delivery on steel and other component marts will necessarily
cause relatively late completion. It 1les estimated now that the comnletion
date will be around November 5, 1951, The contractor has exhibited good
workmanship and close cocperation with the Alaska Road Commission.

Contract I-arc-4339 - Four I-Beam Rridges on Richardson "C!,
The contractor, M. P. Munter Construction Co.,Inc. is slowly getting under-
way. During the next period it is expected that the contractor will make
a showing on this job., Mo date the work accomnlished is nrimarily
engineering work in relation to the lavout of the bridse. Pile driving
commenced at Mile 2736.8.

The Alagka A section under conftract to Rogers Consbtruction
fo. and Babler Bros. suvervised by the Bureau of Public Roads is wroceed~
ing slowly, Very little sauinment ig on the Job and the contractor is not
meking any annreciable progress on the comnmletion of this job., Engineering
forces of the Bureau of Public Roads are doing their vart of the work and
this engineering force should soon diminish in quantity.

The Richardson "C" Highway under contract to Lytle and Green
Comvany suvervised by the Bureau of Public Roads is wrogressing slowly,
——There-is—a-small amount- of equivment _on the Job but it is being used

effectively on a line change from Station 280 to Station 410, Very 1ittle

nrozress is noted when one considers there is 38 miles under construction
on this Job.
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By FTorce Account

The Security Fencing at the Fairbanks District, Work Order #7341,
igs substantially 60% commleted at the moment. The Fencins was erected with
a minimum of effort and labor exwvended.

The Security Fencing st the Tok Dewot is presently beling con~
structed by personnel from the Fairbanks Area who have gained exverience
in the consiruction of the Fairbanks Depot Security Fencing. It is noted
here that many commonent parts for the fence are missing and it will be
necessary to canvas all the Districts to discover if they have surpluses
of several of these necessary varts.

During the past veriod certain improvements were made in the
Pairbanks Devot. Included is the painting of the Office Building and
the Warm Storage Buliding adjacent to the Highway and the erection of a
Denot sign. Also one of the small warehouses has been partially converted
tc a small barracks to house the necessary vpersonnel engaged in the con-
struction of the Farm and Industrial Roads in the immediste vicinity. It
is not contemolated that it will Te necessary %o maintzin a cook for this
DUTDOEE,

The painting of the Chatanika River Bridge on the Steese Highe
way was accomplished during this meriod. A vorime coat of red lead was
vlaced, then a very heavy cost of standard aluminum meint was sonrayved on.

A very good Job was accomnlished and the bridge has 2 nice apvearance.

The vainting of vhe Salchaket Bridge on the Richardson Highway is aponroxd
imately 25% commleted, It was not necessary %o avnly a orime coat on this
structure and accordingly we are only applying the aluminum »aint. The
wood hand rails and steel aonroach rails on the Cushmen Street Bridee were
vainted during the pericd as well as the abuments were strived for warning.
The anvlying of a little bit of paint imoroves the avvearance of all of
these bridges ac, well as vreserving the structure.

v TAYLE
@555%%%5;;;;;;&:;;&et11n Junction to Bazle. The construction on
this route orocesds slowly. During the past four week veriod the strivping
operationeg workineg from Liberty to Forty Mile and from Forty Mile to Libverty
made a connection. A vortion of the lonz awaited drilling eauipment arrived
and ig being utilized effectively. The Catervillar equivmentd is not being
emoloved to the greatest possible votentizlities since ten of these tractors
are on very poor tracks and rollers, This condition has been remorted preve
iously to the HWeadquarters! Officé and all mossible means of securing tracks
has been investigated., The drilling and shooting work is hampered presently
by the fact that there are a limited number of compressors due to failure

of one recéived from Valdez., This machine is remorted to have been completely
overhauled but ran avvroximately 75 hours before it "blew un". The heavy
strivping of frozen ground immediately South-of-the Forty Mile River is
presently the most oressing reauirement. As Soon as this section »f
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avoroximately 9000' has been sirivped and a vioneer road constructed,
progress can be exvected on the construction of the Forty Mile River
Bridge, plers and alutments,

Cleared and grubbed this veriod 3,22 miles
" " " opreviously revorted 124.3 "
" n " to date 27,6
Graded and drained this period 2.0 *
i " "  previously remorted 122,5 M
n " " to date 24,5
Surfaced this neriod L2 N
" vreviously revorted 88,6
" to0 date 88.8 "

Personnel ~ wace board 61
classified 9

Glenn Highway - Tok Slana Cut-Off., Progress on this work is
fair. The heavy fill across the Tok River Valley has been substaniizlly
completed. The grading near the Little Tok River has gone into frozen
muck and requires a great deal of effort to maintain traffic through this
section of about 1000'. Stripving on the Jjob is largely completed now,
at least to the extent that the remaining nortion is relstively minor.

The actual suvervision of this job is directed by Rarl La~ |ﬁ3
Bree, He has done a very commendable Jjob and it ls recommended that
consideration be given the promoticn of RBarl LzBree to General Foreman“t'—‘
effective August 6, 1951. We request your concurrance and advisement

on this nromotion.

Cleared and grubbed prev. remorted 31.6 miles

L " to date this pd. 0

" " " to date 31.6 M
Graded and drained prev. revorted 1h,9 W

" " " this vericd 3.8

" " " to date 8.7 v
Surfaced - wrev. renorted 11,7

f thig period 0

n to date 11.7 "

Personnel - wage board 50
—————<classified 13
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Other Construction

The Big Delta Piring Renge Road. The Alaska Road Commisgion
has completed the construction of the Firing Range Road and Access Road
for the Army Arctic Training Center near Big Delta. FProgress was very
ravid and the cooperztion and coordination with the Army was very good,
During the course of the construction the Alaska Road Commission completed
17.2 miles of cleering and grubbing; 17.2 miles of grading and draining
and 14,9 miles of surfacing as well as constructing six tarzet bunkers;
an acess road of .1 mile and a Foul Line for the target bunkers of ,1
mile., The project has been accented by the Base Fngineer, Major Archer,
and a2 letter to that effect is exnected momentarily from the Military,

Mr, Georze Morton, General Foreman, and Mr. Allan Smith,
Foreman, are worthy of svecial commendation for their very good work on
this Job.

Personnel —~ wage-bhoard 6.

Farm and Industrial Roads

No progress has been made on the construction of Farm and
Industrial Roads other than surveys. An attempt 18 being made to securs
easement and right—of-way through and across the several land owners orop-—
erty. It is anticinated that early commencement will be made on the low
vpriority numbers as listed in the Annual Recommendations,

Reconstruction and Imorovement

The reconstruction at Chataniks continues as well as the

small amount of reconstruction necessary at Miller House and Central,
The work has orogressed very satisfactorily and a very good job is Deing
done. The Poreman, T. J. Brignole, has vproven to be a very capable fore-
man and runs a good show in all resvects., The line changes at Engineerts
Creek and near Chatanika are complete with the excenilon of a small amount
of surfacing on the Chatanlka line change. We have continued across the
Chetanilta flats raising and widening the grade. In addition we have used
motor graders beyong the Chatanika Bridge in cutting 2 new ditch redefining
the slope. In this manner we are able to cut brush and also vrovide the

é ¥ course. REventually this work will prozress throughout the length
of the Steese Highway. Near Miller House and Hear Central where sharp
curves are oresently a hazard, the rock voints are being drilled and
removed and there will be better sight distance and easier driving,

— Cleared-and grubbed this date 0
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Graded and drained orev, revorted L miles
B " this period 2,3 ¥
" " H to date &, 3 "
Surfaced vreviously revorted 0 "
f this date 2 it
" total to date 2 "

Personnel ~ 19 wage board

Maintenance & General

During the vwast meriod the Fairbanks District received new
ediipment as follows:

1 #550 Heavy Motor Grader

3 La Plante Choate scrapers
2 Reo 3 yd dump trucks

1 12 ton Isaacson rooter

1l Mobile lubricating unit

1 Gelion 5 ton trailer roller

§

The roadside improvement vrogram continues on the sccondary

roads within the Fairbanks District. This improvement v»rogram includes
reditching, brush cutting and svot gravelling on the zravel roads., Ths
new pavement on the College Road was sealed in several sections where the

seal had stripped off. ILateral craclks and a few longitudinal cracks were
vatched on this College Road, the Richasrdson A section and a short section

f the Steese Highway. This vatching by the available nersonnel is a very pee w
gsubstitute for experienced people. It is suggested and recommended that aégg_——
this Office be authorized to secure the services of a competent foremsn in

the States to direct the maintenznce of asvhaltic pavement. It is believed
that such a foreman could he secured and his knowledge vpassed onto a small

crew and the necessary repairs to vpavement would he decreased By constant
intellicent mainienance. It is well and good to say that the people can

be taught but it is necessary first of all to have scmeone who has the

knowledge to teach them. My experience in the maintenance of roads is
negligible although I have had considerable experience in the construction

of roads. I do not have the time necessary to devote to the education

of veovle to maintenance asphaltic revavement. The available man oower

guooly is such that this tyne versonnel is not incliuded.

Administration

The vnest four week meriod has seen considerable action on the

vart of the Administrative Division. It is estimated that the maximum
geasonal work load is now being encountered in sll sections of the Admine-
igtrative Division. This work load is being both exvediently and efficient-
1y handled and 211 vhases are current.
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Congiderable mention has been made in previous revorts
concerning the cost accounting section. This gectlion 1s now functioning
in & particularly commendzble manner and Mr. Nebel, Mrs. Roberts and Mrs.
Bethke are to be congratulated.

During the forthcoming vmeriod and in line with future »lan~
ning, attention is to be glven to the "Supovly and Property Section" in
order to incresse the efficiency of the operation and to have a more

satisfactory Property and Supply control within both the Fairbanlzs and
Tok Depot.

Personnel action during the period was as follows: Mrs. '
Billie D. Price has been employed in the Supply Section as a replacement
for Mrs. Donnie Brown and Mrs., Kathryn Urie has been vromoted to Pgyroll

Supervisor in the vosition formerly occuoied by Mrs. Evelyn Krafit.

Very truly yours,

1F

K. ¥. Goodson
District Engineer
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

WUNEAU, ALASKA ot

Fairbanks, Alaska.  Op'as. .

Col. Nayegm f
Cat, Engy,
Admiy,

June 18, 1951

‘‘‘‘

. 7 ﬂ\“nq“\h_‘“_‘ -
Mr: A, T, .Ghlglione Q«ﬁ...__ﬁgl o m/’ \ o
Chief Tngineer e,
Alagka Road Commission R ‘
Junean, Alaska _

Dear Mr. Ghiglione:
Situation Renort

The four week veriod ending June 17, 1951, broucht forth warm
goring weather with occasional showers and bright sunlizht for the
majority of the day. None of the rains were of suffiecient intensity to
occasion any drainase vroblems excevt in the Delta River near Black
Ranids, the ravidly rising water washed out a dike vnlaced in 1950-51l.
¥o damaze to the road was suffered. Continued rains in the Forty Mile
Area slowed work considerably but in the broad view, it assisted since
a majority of the roadwsy is frozen and the additional moisture will
aggist in thawing. The raing in the Forty Mile Area caused the many
creek and rivers to rise and hampered transvortation to the several

CAmPS.

The Walkers Fork, where a crossinz was being made by ferry,
rose to flood orovortions on June 11, 1951. On the evenine of June 11,
about 4:30 PM, a wage~board emnloyee, Mr. H. T. Stewart, together with
Ray Sicely, was attemnting a crossing of this créek on a raft, Several
factors entered into the subseouent fatal accident, and these circum~
stances are explaeined in senarate revorts. The outcome of the accident
regsulted in Mr. H. 7. Stewart beinz swent overboard from the raft end
drowned. To date his body has not been recovered and it is the oninion
of the Distriect Engineer that the body will not be recovered, When
this stream is in flood staze, larse boulders are moved dewn the stream
bed. It is very likely, Mr., Stewartls body was lodsed in a deen wvocket.
Subsecuently, large boulders lodesed in this vocket and his Dbody is likely
ninned under water doubtless never to be refloated.

/r/)/ifg“

All Hishways maintained by the Alsska Road Commission, Pairbhanks
District, with the excention of Ferry to Eva (reek are omen and in good
travellineg condition. The Richardson Fighway from Biz Delta Junction
to Plack Ranids reguires congiderable motor grader maintenance since
heavy traf©ic has caused the fines to be setiled below the lareer
azerécates and thisroad sirfzce isnow aulite-rousgh., Desnite twenty-
four hour mesintenance service with two motor sraders, comnlaints are

Al
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received from travellers over this route. No attemnt has been made %o

resurface this route as there is a contractor ensazed in its reconstruct-
ion. We heve, however, resurfaced an»roximately one and one half miles

~ between the Army Arciic Trainine Center and Big Deltz Junction at the

requeat of the Army.

The vaving on Aleska Hisghway Section B continues to disintezrate
to a certain extent. Revairs to the damaeed sections continuve. It is
the oninion of the District Bngineer that these minor rewairs are not
ineffective but rather that these revairs will be substantial and will
te a basis unon which we can vredicate future maintenance of bituminous
surfaced highways.

During the mast four week veriod, Colonel John R. Noyes, Com—
miseioner of Roads, Lt., Colonel Earl Familton, Transportation Corms
U. 8. Army, and Colonel Love, Royal Canadian Engineer, Commandant,
Worthwest Highway Syste, and myself made 2 trip to Dawson, Tukon
Territory, and into the Fority Mile country. Mr. ¥m. J. Fiemi, Chief,
Operations Division, Mr. G. M. Tapley, Chief, Hnginesring Division,
Mr. W. 5. Xlockenteger, Chief, Materials Branch, Mr. H. R. Bates,
Safety Engineer and Mr. J. G. Shepard, 0ffice Bnsgineer, all of the
Juneau Headquarters staff made brief official trivs to the Fairbanks
District.

Surveys and Plans

During the period, field work in connection with the location
surveys and construction work vrogressed satisfactorily.

Tairbanks-Nenana Survey., - Mr. T. Fugh Wilson, Locatins Engineer,

Fouinvment comhenced to move onto the project May 18, 1951,
and besgan running the line May 28, 1951,

Miles line previously revorted - 70
" "  located this veriod -~ 4.35
n f to date - 7,35

Location is in very heavy timber along a ridge from Ester to Berg,
and occasioned conziderable labor brushing a survey line.

Pergonnel - classified - 6
" wage~board - 3

Location Survey - Glenn Hishwav (Tok Slanse Cut-Cff). Robert W.
Temvleton ~ Locating Zngineer.

Miles located bBreviously reported - 26,5
i I this neriod - 0
0 t to date - 26.5
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(Does not include abendoned alignment from Station
685 to Station 1575 on left limits of Little Tok

River)

Personnel — classified - 7
n - wage~board - L

Glenn Highway - Tetlin Junction-Fazle. Robert R. Smith, Locating
Engineer,

Miles line previocusly reported - 157

f " located this veriod = 0

" " to date - 157
Personnel -~ classified - 8
" - Wage-board - 3

’

Personnel of this survey are orimerily engased in construction
gtaking as well as bridege layout. IEnsgineering forces moved onto the
project June &, 1951, in full force.

Mr. Harvey Dunham, Materials Engineer, has done considerahle work
in sampling and testing agerezates on the several projeéts under con~
gtruction in the Fairbanks Distriet both force account and contract con-
gtruction. This sampling includes Woyes Slough Bridege, Fairbanks Ware~
house, Tok~Slana Cut~0ff reconstruction, Tetlin-Junction Eazle construct-
ion, Alaska Highway Section B sub-grade material. During the period,

Mr. Dunham accomplished several swecific assignments including the location
of amzresate for the concrete piers on the Forty Mile River Bridge. Mr,
Wm. Niemi had suzgzested that the material near the crossgings of the Forty
Mile River at the mouth of O!Brien Creek would be suitable for concrete

and after intensive investigation in the field and subsequent analysis,
this material apoears to be accepiable.

Mr. H. W. Johansen, and party, have been engaszed in engineering
layout and ingvection of the several contracts under the supervision of
the Fairbanks Distriet of the Alaska Hoad Commission including the Noyes
Slough Bridge - Contract I-arc-4399, the Fairbanks Warehouse, Contract
T—arc-L752, and four bridges on Richardson Highway Section C, Contract
Twarc~4339, as well as laving out the Security Fence around the Failrhanks
Devot and the attendant reconstruction involved in erecting the Security
Fence,

Mr. X, 0. Jartun, Resident Eneineer, was transferred from the
Tairbanks District on May 28, 1951, unon receint of instructions from the
Headquarters Office. The princinle work has been encineering layout and
insvection of all construction work under contract as well as some invest-

igation on the Darling Creek Bridege relocation. Personnel -~ classified 5.
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Steese Hishway & Farm and Industrial Roads. John O, Wiggin,
Resident Engineer.

This group is engaged in the survey and construction staking
of the several line changes on the Steese Highway between Fairbanks and
Chatanika as well as 2ll the Farm and Industrial Roads in the Fairbanks
Area., Tarm and Industrial roads require primary survey, stakine for
gtrioning, construction staking and often require the acquisition of
easement on the nroverty of individusls., To date we have not required
any easement for any farm road work but exvect to have thig regquirement
in the near future, varticularly on the Otto Geist Road. The ensineer—
ing work involved on the reconstruction and realignment of the Steese
Highway is considerable and this demands constant attention of several
engineers, All of this varty is based at the Chatanika camm and

occasionally work in the Fairbanks Ares returning to Chatanika each
night.

Personnel - classified - 11
" wage~board - 3

Construction

By Contrect

Contract I~arc-4299 - Noves Sloush Bridge. The Munter Con~-
gtruction Company hes not done any further work on this contract since May
26, 1951. The contract is vwresently 35% complete with all substructure
concrete in mlace. The contractor is vresently without structural steel
and is exvecting delivery at 2 later date. The work performed by the
Munter Congtruction Company has been satisfactory and the concrete
varticularly looks very good. The form work ie excevntionally good and
indicetes the contractor is very vroficient in the construction of
bridges.

Fairbanks Warehouze., Contract I-are-4352, A. B. Waxberz
Construction Commany commenced construction on this contract on
June 3, 1951, All footine excavation and form work for footings is
comnlete as well as reinforcing steel for footinzs, columns, nilasters,
and walls., The Waxberg Construction Commany appear to be a very
workwise outfit and mroceeds with great ranidity. We are wall oleased
with the quantity and quality of work accomnlished.

Richardson Highway Section C Bridges - Contract I-arc-li239,
Percent comvlete — 0. The contractor, Munter Construction Commany has
not given notice as to when he will start on the job. At the sussest-
ion of the Resident Engineer of the Bureau of Public Roads, Mr. Delmar
Farley, action was initiated to relocate the Darling Creek Bridse. The

renort on this relocation is on the files in the Headquarters Office.
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The congtruction work under the suvervision of the Bureau of
Public Roads on Alaska Hirchway A,Bl under contract to Rogers Construction
Company and Babler Brothers is proceeding slowly. The contractor hzs not
moved any appreclable amount of equivment onto the job and a late start
is anticivated on this nroject.

Richardson Highway - Section C, under contract to Lytle & Green
Construction Company, supervised by the Buresu of Public Roads, is
orogressing very slowly. The contractor has moved only a very small
amount of eguivment on the job and it is consequently very slow in
accomplishing any avoreciable amount of work.

The several camws subsisting the Burezu of Public Road versonnel
are operating to the satisfection of all concerned. Particularly I refer
to the camvs at Big Delta Junciion, Donnelly Dome, Johnson River, Tok
Denpot and Gardiner Creek. The continued presence of so many Bureau of
Public Rozd versonnel as well as the Alasks Communication System versonnel
in our camns occasion considerable additional expenditure not normally
anticipated. Presently, we are serving more than 100 persons other than
Alaska Road Commission personnel in the Fairbanks District. The losgist—
ical supvport required is not reflected in the direct costs ver our
accounting orocedures., It is one of the several instances where desnite
careful managcement and vigilant administrative determinations, secondary
and tertiary costes of suovort very easily amount to several thousands of
dollars in a season.

By Force Account.

< Security Fencing at Fairbanks Denot - Work Order #341., In order
to construct the warehouse at the Fairbanks Depot and also to install the
Security Fence, i1t wezs necesssry o build a road at the North end of the
Denot adjacent to the Standard 01l Commany and alsc %o overcome the in-
egquities in vrofile required some filling to ensble us to install the
Security Fence a2t & uniform heighth. This fence is vresently 29 commlete.

CEEQfVVI\GIeﬂn\Highway —~ Tetlin Junction-Bazle. The construction on this
ro@te is vroceedins very slowly., As vreviously mentioned in this revort,
adverse weather conditions have been a contrituting factor as well
as the difficult terrain being crossed. The orimary object of this
construction is to build a road to Fazle massable by automobiles this
season. JLater this season or next, it is the olan of the District
Engineer to imvrove this primary pioneer construction but nresently the
object is to construct a vioneer rozd from the end of construction of
1950 to Liberty. It is realized that the rough construction completed
__ during 1950 was hardly mecre than a trail throush the wilderness from
Uvover Jack Wade Creelt to the head of Polly Creek but it is vasgsable and
no efforts should be exnended at this time to imorove this alisnment.
Accordingly we are mroceeding with the construction of this route from
the head of Polly Creek to the crossing of the Forty Mile River and(i?&’aumx
the North Pank of the Forty Mile River to Liberiy. TFoot reconnaisence
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made during the vreceding meriod by the District Engineer shows that 14 will
not be as difficult as anticipated. It is not believed more than 4000 lineal
feet of frozen terrain will be encountered South of the Forty Mile River.
The construction North of the Forty Mile River will be very difficult.

There is consideratle frozen terrain, many rock points and gulleys all of
which are in a steev canyon. Necessary drilline equivnment has not arrived
in Fairbanks at this dete. The lack of this drilling equivment is severely
hampering the drilling work on this construction ae we are comvletely out

of drill steel and cannot conitinue drilling and shooting where required.
Lackine/ necessary tools the cost of this rock work is very hizgh. I+t is
believed the tools will arrive at an early date.

. - B

§Jl%yf‘£"’ Cleared and grubbed this veriod - 5.1 mileg

ﬁﬂwgﬁ t " " oreviously revorted 119,2 "

Ezfiéjlf%b " " " to date - 24,3

— AP Graded and drained previously revorted 120,3

‘\* oo " %his veriod - 2,2 M

" n n to date - 122,5 ¢

Surfaced - previously revnorted - 88.3 "

" this neriod - 3"

" to date - 88.6

Wace hoard employees — 56.

Glenn Highway - Tok Slana Cut~Cff. The embankment crossiuneg the
Tok River Valley is amoroximately 90% comolete, The striovving of all this
nproject is avoroximately 60% complete. The strivoing is not martiecularly
hesvy but it requires considerable work as a vortion of it is on relative
steep sidehills and another vortion through low swampy ground. Very little
equinment is being employed in this clearing and grubbing and this vhase
ie vrogressing satisfactorily., Through no fault of suvervision or manage-
ment, the grading vortion of this Jjob does not vrogress to the complete
satigfaction of the District Engineer. The orimary tractor equivment
assigned to this mroject, an International Harvester TD-24, is failing
"to perform in the manner it is believed we are entitled to exvect from
such an sxpensive plece of equipment. Repeated failures occasioned by
design faults results in downtime and collectively this downtime amounts
to about 25% of the total tractor effectiveness beinz consumed in an
inoverative status. ZBEngines, vlanetary transmissions, ecylinder heads,
finel drive, vower control units, and other commonent varts fzil re-~
peatedly. Short of commlete redesign and rebuilding these machines, I
believe it will be necessary for us to continue to expect only 75%
effectiveness of any given number of tractors; in other words, I believe
that one out of four of our tractors will be down at any one time for any
number of reasons. The best available mechaniczl ability in the Road

Commigsion has_been utilized _to-attemnt to—rectify-the many desien
features that are nrovine to be failures but as yet we have not been able
to accomplish all these corrective measures.
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The Tok Cut-O0ff work is actively suvervised by Mr. Tarl LzBree and
the engineering is being accomplished under the direction of Mr. Robert
Templeton. 3Both of these employees have been exceedingly vroficient in
their direction of the worlk and are especially worthy of favorable comments
at this time. Darl LeBree has proven to be a very capable foreman and at
a later date this year, it ig believed Mr. LaBree should be wromoted to
General Foreman. Robert W. Templeton has accomnlished a very difficult
location under adverse conditions and in addition has so directed his
forces that he is able to keev in advance of construction all construction
gtelring, The alignment both horizontal and vertical which has been used
through thig section is very gcod and evidenced cdonsiderable foot

recommaisance, careful economic studies, and good engineering determine
ations,

It is anticivated that this construction will vroceed very ranidly
during the next period since the construction immediately shead is throush
relatively lisht going and should be adcomolished with rapidity.

Cleared and grubbed previously revorted - 23.3 miles
fl " "

this veriod - 8.3 "

" " " total to date - 31,6
Graded and Drained nreviously revorted - 12,2 "
" n " this veriod - 2.7 M

" " " total to date - 14,9 n
Surfaced previously revorted - 1l1.7 f
" this vneriod - 0 U

n total to date - 11.7 "

Parm & Industrial Foads

During the vpast pericd the Tok Townsite streets, a total of 2.1
mileg, were commletely graded and drained. This work is excentionally
good construction., The streets are well-drained with ditches. The
clearing was sll transvorted away from the Townsite and dumvwed in an
area away from the wroposed station., The Custom Station hes not been
moved and consequently the last 150 feet of the main entry street is
not completed. The Agéneibs~ occupFinz this Custom Station are most
reluctant to move and to date have not indicated when they exmeet to
move their building. ¥o other work hag TPeen accomplished on any Farm
‘and Industrial Reoad other than is reported under Survey and Plans.

Reconstruction and Imnrovenent

————The reconstruction—on—the-Steese Highway between Fairbanks and
Chataniks continues at a very ranid vace. To date we have comnleted the
grading and draining of the Engincer Creek realignment; a total of one
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mile. On the realignment at Chatanlka we have comnleted a total of three
miles of grading and draining. This construction work ig relatively simole
since it is largely through tailing niles with an abundance of material to
construct roads. Quite often near Chatanika the embankments have been

more than seventy feet in devth due t@%?ﬂe dredge monds encountered. It

is empected that all of the construgfdion work on these two line changes
will be constructed during the next’ period including the surfacing.

Cleared and grubbed total to date - 0 -

Graded and drained this veriod - b miles
Ul " " total to date - L n
Surfaced -~ total to date -~ 0 "

Ware~board mersonnel ~ 12,

Other Congtruction

The Firing Range Road being constructed for the Military near Big
Delta is rapidly coming to a conelusion. The exvected comvletion date is
avproximately July 15, 1951, including all surfacing. By cooy of a letter
written to Major Archer, June 11, 1951, you were informed of the provnosed
line chanee on this route. This line change is wvresently under construction.
The construction work that would have been involved had we procseded with
the original aligmment on the tangent at the North end would have involved
frozen hillocks above low swampy ground necessitating long hauls for all
material., With the limited funds availsble it would have been impossible
to complete more than 3/4 of a mile.

The supervision of the vroject has been excentionzally good. Wr.
Georze Morton, General Foreman, has indiceted his abilities to organize
and olan work very effectively. Alan R. Smith, Foreman, has been a very
czvable suvervisor.

Cleared and grubbed nwreviously revorted - 12.7 mlles
" " " this meriod ~ 1.0
" n f total to date - 13,7
Graded and drained wreviocusly remorted = 11,4 ¥
n " " this neriod - .8 1
" " " total to date - 12,2 0
_ Surfaced - vreviously renorted - 6 "
l ~ thig meriod - 6 "
n - total to date - 12 i

Wage~board mersomnel - 14,
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Mzintenance & General

The overhaul of heavy equivment within the Fairbanks District is
now congsidered to be comolete. During the vmast veriod the several wnieces
of remaining equivment not previously reported complete have been comnleted.
The results of this overhaul vrogram are exceedingly good in the ovwinion of
the District Bngineer. While we are having some failure in the International
Harvester equiovment, 1t 1s not the faillure of component units that were

revaired by the Fairbanks Distriet nor is it failure other than design
— failures.

During the vast period, the Fairbanks District received new equiv-
ment as followa:

2 — International Harvester LFD #402 - Truck tractors
3 - Chevrolet 1/2 ton vpickuns

3 - 3/4 ton Dodge 4 x 4 pickuos

1 — #550 Adams heavy motor grader

A1l of the equipment received azppears %o be excevtionally good for
the utility intended. The new motor grader has accomnlished work not
formerly vpossible with equivment on hand which includes #12 Caterpillar
Motor Graders. The ease of oneration and the nower possible in this unit
has demonstrated to us this machine is better than anything we have had.
The heavy tractor trucks delivered have eased the transvortation situation
completely. These units are the finest that it has been my pleasure %o
be associated with. The Dodge 4 x 4 powsr wagons will minimize the use
of tractors for transportation and freighting in the Forty Mile District.
All of these mower wagons have been agsigned to the Torty Mile construction.

Considerable roadside improvément has been accomvwlished during the
vast period on the Fairbanks-Ester Road, the Steese Highway, the Farmers
Loop and the Steel Creek Road. This immrovement consists of brush cubtting,
reditching, redefining the back slope ard the establishing of a uniform
shoulder width as well as normal surface maintenance., The avpearance of
the road imvroves considerably. The removal of brush will be beneficial
next winter when it will be necessary to remove snow., Sight distance will
be inereased by the removal of this brush as well as minimize the effect
of shade on the roadway surface. This vrogram of roadside imovrovement
will continue in the Fairbanks District maintained by the Alaska Road
Commisgion until all the roade have been imvroved.

Administration

At present all functions of the Administrative Division are current
T with the excention of --the cost-accounting branches. Considerable difficulty
is being exverienced in obtaining correct and adsouate cost data from the
field and in the preparation of renmorts nrenared from the field data. This
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difficulty is due Ttoth to the commlexities of the system and the lack of
exnerienced accounting personnel toc process cost data.

An appreciable amount of time has been exvended during the vast
month by the District Administrative Officer in familiarizing a new
Assistant Administrative Officer, Mr, Nebel, with the functions of his
assignment and with field personnel in the operstions of the cost
accounting system particularly in reswmect to the classification of
accounts. -

Mrs. Arlene Urick has signified her intention of resigning June
30, 1951, and is being renlaced in the cost accounting section by Mrs.
FElizabeth Eethke. Thig resignation was necessitated in as much as Mr.
and Mrs. Urick cannct obtain living accommodations in Fairbanks and vnlan
to return to the States.

The extensive increase in classified personnel in the engineer~
ing devartment has thrown an added workload on the personnel in the
payroll section. To date this increase has been absorbed by the
existing staff; however, the vreparation of per diem vouchers and
related records is requiring considerable time and it is bhelieved
additional persommnel will be required in this section.

i;;é;%%ulyiiours,

X. F. Goodson
District Engineer
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X. F. Ooodson, District Engineer, Alaskz foad June 12, 1951
Commission, Falrbanks, Alaska
F. ¥, Faires, Office Engineer, Uperatiocns Division

8ituation Heport - Total mileage on W

Refurence iz made to the recent telephone conversation with
Hr. Hiemi on this subjeet. In preparing the report for @ashington,
it was necosaary to adjust the fljures submitted on force sceount
work in order to show a cwsulative totsl ihat would be consistent
with reports previocusly submitbsd,

- Thers follows a tabulation of the totals incloded in the
Washington report for the period ending 4=y 20, 1951,

Glenn Highway - Tok Neconatruetion

N This Perdod Te Date
Clesred, grubbed, miles . -
Graded, miles 0.5 12,2
Surfaced, base, miles 0.0 11.7

Glenn Highwsy - Tetlin Juncilon to fagle

This Pariod To Date
Cleared, grubbed, miles 8.0 i19.2
Oraded, nmiles Sl 120.3
Burfacing, miles 0.0 B8.3

Big Delta Firlneg Rance fibad

This Perdod To Jate
Cleared, grubbed, miles Q.2 12.7
Oraded, miles 0.1 1.4
Surfacing, miles k.5 6.0 .

It is requested that the sbove "To Date® totals be incorporated
in the next dlatrict report. Any adjusiment necessary to accomplish this
may be nade in the figures for work accompllsned during the current
pa:s'iod and thus show a correct total for work accomplisbed as of June 17,
1951, :

FPPidaw

/1//7‘9(;

FEE
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Mr. A, F, Ghiglione Suonl
Chief Engineer )1 JR——

Alasks Road Commission ] et

Junesu, Alaska , Cga,Lézgz;géalm“.

Dear Mr. Ghiglione:
Situation Remort

Bright spring weather with clear sunshiny days hes hastened the
annual spring break-up in the Fairbanks Distriet during the preceding
four week period ending May 20, 1951, A very few minor drainage
problems were encountered during the veriod bhut edsentially the annual
spring bresk-up was unusually easy and did not oceasion any apprecisble
additional labor or exvenditures. The Steese Hichway was opened for
Ltraffie May 15, 1951. All the construetion jobs with the execepntion of
the Farm Industrial road program were commenced during the vast four

week period. The Manley Hot Sprincs road svstem was opened on May 4, 1951,

The Alaska Highway was opened to limited truek traffie May 4, 1951,
and opened to normal traffie May 8, 1951. A considerable amount of
damage was done to this inverted penetration paving seection despite
careful load and speed restrictions imposed. There are, of course,
geverzl miles of this project completely without damage, but there are
more than 7000 sq. yards of dameged roadway surface between Sears Creek
and Tok Junction. Maintenance forces sre now removing these damaged
gsections and where possible the eause of the failure is being rectified
end replaced with imported seleet material. T4 is plamned later when
the weather is somewhat warmer to avoly a certain amount of MC-0 road
0il to these vpatches with the small trailer distributor we have in
Fairbanks. It is the ovinion of the District Fngineer that this seetion
.0of road from Sears Creek to Tok will require an overlay of crushed
material for & majority of the distence and ultimately revaving will
necessarily be reguired. In addition to this overlay, shoulder meterial
must be added in sufficient quantities to stabilize the repidly deter—
iorating shoulders. In these very voor goil conditions, the ansgle of
renose of earth will very often exceed l% to 1 and it is believed we
should go to at lemst 3 to 1 on embankments 5' in depth and not less
than 2 %0 1 up to 15'. Certainly we should never accent less than
1% to 1 on any of our forece account -or contract work.

Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Chief HEngineer, Mr. George Tanley, Chief,
Bngineering Division, Mr. Wm.. Niemi, Chief, Overations Division,
Mr. Bates, Safety Engineer, of the Headouarters staff Alasks Road
Commission, and My, Hugh Stoddard, Division Bngineer of the Bureau of
Publie Roads, made official insvection visits mertaining 4o their
resvectlve resoonsibilities,

////fg
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Surveys and Plans

During the meriocd the field work in conneetion with the con-
gtruction of the Noyes Slough Bridge was commenced. The layout of the
new bridege and the abutments for the detour were staked. The Chena River

test holes were completed pnril 24, 1951, and a log of these findings were
transmitted to Headquarters.

Mr. Harvey Dunham, Materials Engineer, svent econgiderable time
on the study of the cause of failure on the inverted penetration pavement
between Sears Creek and Tok Junetion and his findings will be transmitted
as soon as all data is completed.

Fairbanks-Nenana. - Contours - 100% comolete

Fairbanks Depot — Fence - 1004 comnlete. Classified
personnel - 4, Wage board - 4,

Locaticn Construction Survey - Glenn Highway (Tok-Slana

Cut-0ff) :
Miles line located this period L) miles
" f " to date 26.5 f
Total wage board emvloyees )
" elassified " 5

Nenana survey equioment including three trailer wanigans, two
go-devils, and one D-U4 tractor were moved from Fairbanks to avpvroximately.
12 miles S.W. of Ester. The field work on this survey will commence apnrox-
imately May 23, 1951. The survey of the Teitlin Junetion-Basgle work will
commence amoroximately May 28, 1951. " C&%ﬂ?;gﬁ;¢mm

et Lot

Gleun Hishwey (Tok Slana Cut-Off). A very good alignment
hae been obtained connecting the reconstructed hisghway cormmleted in 1950
at aporoximately Station 685 and crossing the Tok River aomroximately
two and one half miles upmstream from the present ecrossing, continuing
gceross the Mineral Point landing field and in most cases below in elevation
of the nmresent road. The horizontal alignment is being held to a maximum
degree of curvation not to exceed nine degrees. In most cases where the
present road 1s rather tortuous in alignment it has been mossible by in-
ereasing the standard of vertical alignment to utilize the vortion of the
already constructed road. It is antiecivated that some of this alignment
will necesszrily shift shonld frozen ground be encountered. It is believed
that there are at least three points where the frozen material is very
cloge to the surface and it is doubtful it will be possible 4o make any
extensive exeavation in these vnlaces,



Mr. A. T, Ghiglione May 21, 1951

Construction

By Contract

I-are~4299, Munter Construction Comnany. The Alaska Road
Commission moved the o0ld Noyes Slough Bridee 45' upstream and 8' East
placing the struecture on temvorary native timber piles. The work was
accomplished with very expedient effieiency and considerabdle praise was
awarded the Alaska Road Commission by the vress and public for the
commendable manner in which the bridge was moved. The contractor
commenced construction by starting to drive nile on the Tast sabubment
on May 7, 1951, The contractor is swiftly accomnlishing the substrueture
construction and it is antieipated they will eomplete the piers and abut-
ments by June 10, 1951. Conerete was nlaced for the West abutment on
May 19, 1951. Classified employees - 2.

No progress was accomplished on any of the Richardson Highway
bridge contract.

The construction work under the supervision of the Bureau of /

Public Roads on Alaska A,Bl swarded to Rogers Construection Company and

Babler Brothers began operations during the period. A very small amount

of equipment is on the job and progress is corresvondingly slow. (
The Richardson Highway Section C reconstruction worlk under /

contract to Lytle & Green Construetion Comvany has not begun. There is

no equivment on the Jjob nor has any of the contractor's personnel estab-

lished resideney in the vieinity.

The Alzska Road Commigsion has built and established 2 ecamp at
Big Delta Junction for the Bureau of Public Roads personnel., An old X-D
building at Tok was moved to Blg Delta and re-erscted. A dunkhouse
housing at least 28 men and a2 mess hall cavahle of gervinz 32 men is
currently being used by the personnel of the Bureaun of Publie Roads, A
camn manzger was installed et this camw to oversee the manacement of thils
rather large ingtallation and to supervise the relatively small maintenanee
crew in this Area. This procedure hag proven itself to be very efficient
and effective. Wage~board personnel - L,

By Force Account

T~
«QWA[M" GTemm Highway (Tetlin Junction-Facle). All camns vrovosed for
this construction are oven and versonnel are operating from each. Physical
accomolishments of labor on commletion of this work have been very meager
since a majority of the accomlishments have been nrevaratory for the
_ coming construction season. During the latter portion of the preceding
neriod, strivping overations commenced from Alder Creek toward the Forty

~
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Mile River and from Forty Mile River toward Alder Creek. Crews from the
North bank of Liberty Creek are making an initial stripping operation to
conneet the two camps with a "tote" road. At the camp at Polly Creek,

the cutting of drainage ditches and installation of drainagze struetures
was the immediate necessity since none of this work was accomplished last '
fall., From the Lassen Field camp the ice and rock sidehills between
Walkers Fork and South Fork are being widened in certain seetions. This
work is slow and time consuming sinee not too many people can be engaged
in this operation., The road must necegsarily be kepnt open and we are
presently shooting twice a day thereby decreasing the possibility of losing
any loaded holes due to water or other causes. A very minimum compliment
of personnel is engaged in this work,

For all practical purposes the construction work on the Forty
Mile Road will not be underway in full forece until perhaps May 28, 1951.°
Some work of course is being accomplished toward the uitimate completion
of the rozd but our present concern is to be well prepared arnd in shape to
continue with the earth moving once we commence. The ground is s%ill frozen
in the Forty Mile and while it is the +time 4o strip, it is not the time to
attempt any earth-moving with any tractors or shovels.

Cleared and grubbed this period — 8 miles

Total to date -120,3 miles

Graded and Drained this neriod - .1 miles

Total to date - 107.2.°" -
Surfaced this period - o "

Total to date - 913 "

Number of wage-board emnloyees - 42

Glenn Highway (Tok Slana Cut-Off). Progress on this construction
has been Batisfactory. The heavy embankment section immediately adjacent
to the Tok River will require the use of 21l the equivment for another 7 or
8 days. During this interval immediately past the engineers will have an
opportunity to slope stake across the light construction work and be suff.-
iciently in advance of the construetion that they can keep ahead all summer.
Fortunately, we have uneovered borrow pits within tractor hauling distance
throughout the entire length of this rather heavy embankment section. It
is estimated that approximately 90,000 yards will be required to construct
from the end of the present construction to the hills on FBast side of the Tok
River. TFrom the hills near Mineral Point landing field and to approximately
the Loz Cabin Inn, there will be another 190,0N70 yards of excavation. We
have attempted to commence this Job in an organized manner and utilize the

__equipment to its utmost when it arrives on the projeet. We have made a slow

start but all of the accomplishments to date have been directed toward the
speedy comnletion of the construction,
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The Alaska Communication System hzs requested the Alaska Road
Commigsion to sirip an additional 20! for their utilization in the construct-
ion of the land telephone line from Anchorage to the repeater gtation at
Tok Junction. As revorted this work is being charged and billed on an
exchange of funds basis as detailed in Mr. Ghiglione's letter of August 16,
1950, The stripping for the Alaska Communication System does not occasion
a great deal of additional work for the Alaska Road Commission and since it
is very difficult for them to come behind our strivpirs and move our strip-
ing pile 20 feet, it is believed it ie advantageous to the Government for
the Alasks Road Commission to accomplish this work. -

Cleared and grubbed this vericd - 5' 7 miles \/ Mﬁfﬂ
Total to date - -18‘—%'* i

" Ay g}u A
Graded and Drained this period - 0.5‘> v &)( ;3 g”{ r
Total to date - IS0 " f W
Surfaced this veriod - o n Vv /},,,u j ﬁ, 7"

_ Total to date - I o poh 4
17 )

Number of wage-board emnloyees - 37

Farm & Industrial Roads

Duringz the past period the Tok Townsite streets were stripped of
bruch and overburden and the outline of the streets was established. ¥o
grading has been accomplished to date sinece most of the earth is frozen.
Priority #10, a branch road from the Yankovich Road consisting of one mile
of local road standard is 90% greded and drained. Wo other farm or indust-
rial road was commenced during the period.

Reconstruction and Improvement

Reconstruction on the Steese Highwey at Engineers Creek and near
Chatanika commenced during this period. The realignment across Engineers
Creek was begun on May 14, 1951, at the request of the Fairbanks Exvloration
Company. The Chatanika realigmment was underwsy on May 18, 1951, with a
very minimum of persomnel. Wage board persomnel - 6,

Other Construction

The Firing Range Road being constructed for the Military nesr
Big Delta commenced May 7, 1951, The Military has loaned the Alaska Road
Commission one D-8 tractor and one carry-all scravers for use in the
construction of this Militery road. ZProgress has been very satisfactory.
A new foreman is heing trzined on this job and is vproving to de a very
capable individual,

Cleared and Grubbed this meriod .2 miles v
Total to date a8 2 P
Graded & Drained this vperiocd .1 " /
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Graded & Drained total to date /.= 31051 miles %L

Surfacing this vericd 45 5 " A
" total to date é v
Number of Wage board emvloyees 15

Maintenanes & General

The overhaul program of heavy equipment within the Fairbenks
Digtrict is ravidly coming to a successful conclusion. The revair of the
tractors received from the Valdez Distriect continume but a minor amount of
work is involved on the remezining grouv. However, one of these %tractors
received from the Valdez District with a commletely overhauled engine
installed ran less than 20 hours before all the bearings burned out and
considerable demaze wag done to the engine. No criticism is offered the
repairing done by Vzldez, This information is passed with the idea of
informing you of the possibilities and probabilities of additional failures
of the International Harvester eqguipment. Desnite the careful and con~
scientions efforts of all mechanical forces and the utilization of their
gkills and abilities to revair end maintain this Internstional Harvester
equipment the basic design in several instances is guestionable and
therefore we can expect continued trouble with this equlvoment. I refer
svecifically to the following design features:

1. The 0il pump gear being driven by the spiral gear in the
center of the camshaft. The high speed of this engine
causes the camsghaft to tend to vull away from the driven
gear of the vump., When the geers are not entirely in
mesh due to the centrifical force of the rotation of the
camshaft, the gears wear very badly and this metzl is
introduced into the lubrieating oil and very soon damages
all bearing surfaces., In every instence that we have dis-
mantled a TD-2L, the camshaft has necessarily been revlaced
due to excessive wear of this oil vumo driving gear.

2. The earrier bearing upon which the vinion drive shaft rests
is not properly desicned., This bearing does not have an
inter-race and the torque of the drive of the ninion shaft
"hammers" sgainst the individual bearings causing the

shaft surface to rapidly deteriorate. After a comparatively
short time these »inion shafts are rendered useless at this
bearing noint due to the fact the metal has been pounded
completely awsy from the hard surfacing. An attemnt has been
made here to install a different bearing and correct thisg
failure., To date we have such little exverience with our
experiment that we cannot revort any losgiczl conclusion.

2. The finz2l drive housing cover is constructed of forged steel
and the final drive seal which is spring loaded wears badly
at the seal surface. After aporoximately 400 hours this
final drive cover must be removed and either revnlaced or
rebuilt, We successfully rebuild these but there is no
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reason the International Harvester vmeonle could not
accomplish the same thing in their manufacture.

I,Mhe cylinder heads continue to break in the water jackets.
Once they heve broken and we have repaired them, the
break does not reoccur.

5.Track pads, track rails, idlers, rollers and svrockets
all have excessive wear, It is realized this is a
tremendously heavy machine and wear can be exvected bulb
not to the extent that it is necessary to purchase new
nnits in less than 1000 hours of operation.
No one of these above listed design features within themselves ars
too costly or objectionable but when they are combined it resunlts in a
great deal of down time for the equivment. ¥Wo amount of mechanical

maintenance or careful overation will eliminate entirely the failures
that will occur.

The maintenance of 211 roads in the Fairbanks District continues
with & minimum foree engaged. With the exception of the road at Wiseman
and Ferry to BEva Creek, all roads are in excellent travelling condition.
The Steese Highway as nrev1ouslv noted herein was ovened on May 15,. 1951' 3
the Blliott Highway 18 in good travelling condition thisizhodt, There was

surnrisingly little damage done to the road during the winter and spring
run~8fL,

Administrative

The inecrease ln seasonal wage-board employment during the vast
neriod is now making itself manifested in all vhases of increased admind
igtrative details. At present all functions of the Administrative Division
are current with the excention of Cost Accounting., WMiss Alice Riley of
Hesdquarters gtaff, Juneau, is engaged in training one of the local peomle
in the operation of the cost accounting work. An additionzal emmloyee
will be required in the cost accounting section. The increased work in
this section can be handled by two employees it is believed,

Considerable nroperty which was located in outlying camps and
which was inaccegsible during the winter will be marked and tagged during
the next two months. XNo definlte wlans have been formulzted for the
accomnlishment of this work but it is believed that one person will he
agsgigned to this feature, Mr., Howard Lufkin, Promerty and Supvly Officer,
returned from furlouch and Mr. Tloyd Nebel revorted for duty as Assistant
Administrative Officer, May 17, 1951,

- Very trly yours,

X. F. Goodson
Distriect Engineer
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Dear ¥Mr. Ghizlione:

Situation Renort

The vast four week vmeriod ending Anril 22, 1951, has been
feetured by the annuel soring break~un in the Fairbanks District. The
ice and snow is largely gone and considershble water ies flowins throuzh -
the waterways., It has been an unusuelly easy break-un without any
appreciable hich water. Drainage structures have been capable of hendling
the run-off and we have had only one small washout in the Fairbanksd Dis-
triet. The normsl land-ice areas have been controlled nrior to the
gnring brezl-uv at a distance from the roadway whenever vpossible -and
consequently did not svvreciably effect the roads. A very conscientious
effort was made by a2ll versons concerned to remove z2ll ice znd snow from
the roadway brisms before the thaw. Some little additionzl work was
occesioned by this orogram but it is felt thet the exvenditure required
was in effect a saving since we have not had any water on the roadwsys.

The Alasgka Hiéﬁway from Tok Junction to Johnson River has

0\
X

~
~

given us considerable trouble. On April 6, 1951, at 6:00 P.M., restrictions ™~

were vlaced on this section of wavement. From April 6th until Aoril 20th
the Hizkway was under the following restrictions: 75% of the normal
groes load 2t 25 miles ver hour for trucks and passenzer vehicles at 35
milegs mer hour. On Avril 20, 1951, it became necessary 1o close the road
to all truck traffic. 5900 square yards of vavine surface was totally

damaged between Sears Creek and Tok., From Sears Creek to Johnson River .

a total of 5200 squere yards of vmavement was totally damaged. It is the
oninion of the District Enzineer thet the road from Sears Creek to

Johnson River will continue to deteriorate more ranidly in the next year -
as the asphalt zvnlied on the inverted menetration is losine ite life

due to sut-grade moisture conditions. It is further believed that the

only solution for this section is a2 commlete rebuildine which will include
stabilizing the shoulders and a deemer crushed base course that would he
imoervious to sub~surface waters. Other sections of mavine within the
Fairbenks District, that is w»lant-mix, have withstood the soring bresk-

~ 1p without failure.



-l
Mr. A. ¥, Ghiglione Anril 23, 1951

Mr. Ym. J. Wiemi, Chief, Overations Division, made a
field insvection triv throush the Feirbanks District Anril 2nd %o
April 5th., Mr. Niemi was able to travel in the Torty Mile Area and
gaw some of the voroblems and conditions in that sechtion. Planned
overations for the comineg construction season were discussed with Mr,
Viemi as well as other wroblems pertaining to the Onerations Division.

Surveve and Plans

Durine the meriod, the office plotting of survey notes
to nlans were curtailed and field work commenced., Planninz completed
to date is as follows:

Tetlin to Bazle. — Alignment nlotting commleted to
10 miles from Bazle. Tovnoeranhy plotting comvleted.
Grade computations comvleted and drainasge determine
ations 65% comnlete.

Livengood~Manley Hot Sorings, - Aliznment plottinz commleted.
Tonozravhy completed. Grade determinztions commleted.
Drainagze comnleted. Bridgze site comnleted. This
section comoleted includes the survey line to FEureka.

Fairbanks-Nenana. - Alignment nlotting — 80% commlete.
Profile vlotting — 80% comvlete. Drfainase deter—
minations - 50% comwlete. MTonosranhy mlotting
30% commlete. This survey is to 1R miles South
west of Ester,

TField surveys include the following:
Lavout for Noyes Slouzh Brideze 2t Illinois Street ~
60% comnlete includine the moving of the o0ld Noyes
Slouzh Bridge. 1 classified and 1 waze-board
mnersonnel,
Survey of the Chena and Minnie Street Bridges = 100%.
Insvection of %test holes for drilline Chena River

Bridge - 70%. 1 classified personnel,

Glenn Hishway (Tok-Slana~Cut Off). A commencement was
made on the new zlignment crossing the Tok River about 3 miles above

the nresent crossing; thence azlong the 0ld PRA line un the Little Tok
River Valley by the Log Cabin Inn and crossing the Little Tok River
at apnroximately the same vlace as the present crossing., Deen snow
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and laclk of engineering wversonnel hammered the progress of this survey
durine the early vpart of the season but swift wrosress is now being

made since the snow is largely sone and versonnel has been shifted to
assigt in this survey. A very good alignment, both horizontal and
vertical, is expected throusgh this section. Considerable earth moving
will be involved butbt the majority of this earth movine will be short~haul
and relatively inexmensive., Some frozen side hills are exnected zs well
ags some rock. Personnel — 5 classified 'and 6 waze~board,

Construnetion

By Contract:

e et e e V)

No orogress was made on any contract work excent drilline
of the test holes at the Chena River and Noves Sloucgh Bridze sites which
is 70% comolete,

By Force Account

F—/KAJ Gtean Highwey (Tetlin Junction-Eazle). The freightins of
all sunnlles for the work Worth of the Forty Mile River has been commleted.
Bnoueh supmlies of stanle groceries, fuels and other exvendable stores
for a2 crew of 35 wege-board versons for a meriod of 90 days has been
freighted over the ice to the mouth of O!'Brien Creek. The 0ld Matanuska
River Bridge wze also landed at its site at O'Brien Creek on the Forty
Mile River. The old South Fork camm was moved to the mouth of O!Brien
Creek as well z¢ the following listed ecuioment:

1 Oseood shovel

5 1944 — 3 yard dump trucks
5 D-8 Caterpillar tractors

1 D-7 fi n

1 D=6 " i

1 Chicago Pneumetic Air Commressor

1 Ford flat-rack truck

1 27 horse power bhoiler

1 Lisht olant

Other miscellaneous and sundry construction

ecguivment and materials.

A commencement was made on the drilling and chootine of
the rock and ice hetwBen South Forlt and Lasren Field., The drilline is
being done during the cold weather with Jaclkhammers., This method is very
efficient if it is vmoseihle to keev the ice from thawing and nlugeing

——+he-holes—Sincewe-are-doine-it - in cold weather there-is-very little
thawing =nd we arevrogressing very ravidly. We are movinz at the rate of
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more than 125t ver dsy with a crew of only four men. TFor the Ffirst time
in my exverience in Alzske which includes work with several contractors
in thie Area, drilling and shooting of rock is accommlished systematically

and efficiently. The accomplishment of this work is largely due to Mr.
Farry Peters, Foreman.

The moving of the 0ld Shaw Creek Bridege was accomnlished
during the meriod., This Bridee was moved in six larze vieces and

occasioned some careful consideration in hauling but was accomplished
with sveed and dispatch.

The movement of the 0ld Jack Wade camp to the site zt the
head of Polly Creek is vrogressing slowly. On the ridge near Steel
Creek Dome there are drifts of snow to 8'. Progress has been slow on
this particular work but only a very few vmersonnel are involved.
Personnel « Total waze board - 10,

Glenn Highway (Tok-Slana~Cut Off) A commencement was
made on Aoril 17¢h strivpping the new alignment near Minersl Point
Landing Field. This strioping vrogressed very rapidly with one
tractor involved. The resctivating of the Clearwater camm was
commenced on April 20th and is orogressineg ranidly and will be oven
Avnril 26th. Presently, the classified encineering emmloyees encased
in the survey of this route are housed znd fed at the Log Cabin Inn.

Manley Hot Swurings - Livensood. The equipment used on
the Livengood-Menley Hot Sorinzs Survey was returned to Feirbanks
durine the wericd. This same equinment cleared a trail along the
Tolovana River by way of Dunkin Creel to Beaver Creek for the Bureau
of Reclamsztion. This trail was avoroximately 22 miles long. The triv
from Bureks to Fairbanks was slowed due to heavy snows to Livengood
and then lack of snow on the road from Livengood %o Fairbanks. Difficulty
with the stove the last two days made it necessary to travel 28 hours
continuously. The men were very conscientions and took extremely
good care of the equioment on this return trip., Two of the trazctors
were 1n very bad condition, but arrived in Fairbenks under their own
vower. The accommlishment of Foremsn T. J. Brisgnole has been commended,

\

Reconstruction

Wo progress was accomvlighed on any reconstruction during
the period. .

Farm and Industrizl Roaéds

No onrogress was accomnlishgg on any Farm and Industrial
Rozds during the period.
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Mzintenance and General

As previonsly noted the Alsska Highwey was closed to all
truck traffic on April 20, 1951. The Fairbanks District cleared the
Richardson Highway to Blzack Ranids and then upon 2 reoquest from Mr. B. D.
Stewart, District Engineer, Valdez District, the Fairbanks District
continued with their eonioment and men into the Valdez District until the
two groups met neer Mile 196, The Richardson Highwey was oven to traffic
_April 21lst. The Steese Hishway is oven to Mile 52. The Livengood High-
vey is oven throughout. All other roads winter meintained by the Alaska
Road Commission are oven and in good condition. A serious deficiency
of thawing equivment exists in Fairbenks, and it is the owinlon of the
District Engineer that we recuire at least two more small thawing boilers
to effeciently open culverts rapidly. It was necessary to dothle-shift
and in some instances triple-shift the limited number of boilers on
hand, This doubling up is hard on this licht equivment and efficiency
is certainly minimized during the darkness,

The overhaul Droeram at Fairbanks and Tok is vrogressing
gatigfactorily. 3By the end of May 211 equipment orogrsmed for overhaunl
will be comvpleted except the Catervillar DLB's will not have new tracks
and rollers as anticinated. We will have this equivment in the field
but some of the unites will be limited in their gervices since their
tracks and rollers are in terrible condition.

Administrative

During the vast four week wveriod, the Administrative
Division has been able 10 carry out the normal functions of its
overztion and in addition considerable progress has been made towards
the elimination of back work loads carried over from previous veriods.
Thig diviesion has been zble to keep nace with the increzsed work load
es the season zdvances,

The overation of the new sccounting system continues to
imorove as versonnel become familier with ites omeration. Progress is
being made in streamlinins its overation and the nwrocessing of naver
worlz, Two new timeleeners and one foreman have been trained in the
overation and zre now functionine efficiently. The filine system is
in the nrocess of revision and is working out nicely. Considersble
improvement in the nrocedures of nroverty control have been accommlished.

A heavy turnover of of“ice wersonnel is beins exmerienced ,
thus necessitating the trainines of new mersonnel. At onresent two new
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clerk-typlsts and one clerk-stenographer are being trained in their
assiznments.,

Some time has been svent at the Tok Sub-devot training
personnel in the functions recuired of the administrative and nroverty
unit located there. It will be necessary for additional time to be
spent gt Tok in the nesr future.

Very btryly izurs,

X. F. Goodson
District Eneineer
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Dear Mr. Ghiglione:

Situstion Remnort :

During the past four weeks unnsually cold weather - record
breaking - with frequent high winds caused the Fairbanks District some
uneasy moments. Maintenance of the highways znd roads required conside
erable additional labor, and during such miserabdle weather the fact the -
roads remained open ig due to the untiring efforts of the foremen and
men. It was necessary to have the equivment travel in mairs to nre-
clude the possibility of a single unit becoming disahled and the overator
be forced to walk any distance. Usually cold weather is'not accommanied
by any winds, but even a wind of 15 mile velocity at 30 below zers bites
throuvzh any insulation or clothing. At the end of the veriod warmer
weather prevailed; that is, relatively warmer weather. The Throuch
Eighways are not particularly difficult to maintain nor are they hazard-
ous for omerators, but some of the Local and Feeder roads become very
difficult to remove the volume of snowfall we have had. It is immosse
ible with push plows to throw the snow very far because the trucks
can not maintain enough sveed due to moor vertical and horizontal align—
ment. Then, too, the brush encroaching the treveled way does not allow
the snow %o be completely thrown off the roazdway. All of these minor
difficulties are overcome successfully, but during the coming summer
vermanent remedies will be accomplished.

Mr, Robert Potter, Headguarters staff accountant, assisted
in the cost accounting and vayroll precedure installation while in Fair-
banks from March 15th through Mazrch 22nd. Mr. John Cooley, Headquarters
staff member, returned from annual leave on March 19th. Mr. Cooley is
oresently assisting the District Engineering gtaff in the desien of the
several surveys.

Survevs and Plans

All preliminary field work and necessary vlotting of alizn~
mant, nrofile, tomogranhy and contour wes comvleted for the Chena River
— Bridge—and Minnie Street Bridge of Noyes Slough. - The field work was _
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rather slow due to heavy snow in the immediate viecinity and cold weather.
Center line and strioping limits were estzblished on one mile of Farm end
Industrial Roads -~ Priority #10.

The engineering staff continue to design from the field survey notes
taken in 1950 of the several »roposed roubtes ag detailed below:

Feirbanks-Nenana (Survey Complete to 14 mileg S.W. of
Tster) Desizn is presently 75% complete.

Livengood-Bureka (Survey comvlete to Fureka) Design
is presently 75% complete.
I
Tetlin Junction-Bazle (Survey comolete to 10 miles
South of Fagle) Desizn presently is 75% com~
plete.

A mass diagram of earth work volumes involved in the contract con-
struction of Contract ARC 4263 - Fairbanks to College and a wortion of
the Steese Highway was comoleted during the veriod. The diagram and com—
vutations will be forwarded to Headguarters March 29, 1951.

Glenn Highway (Tok Junction-Little Tok River). The design of the
alignment from the Alaske Highway intersection to the foothills where re-
construction began last summer is complete, The zs built plans of the
section constructed last summer, 12.65 miles, is being prepared now and
all will be forwarded as soon as completed. The estimated commletion date
of these plans is Aoril 30, 1951. Classified Fngineering Personnel at
end of period 8.

Construction

By Contract:

No progzress or work was accommlisked during the meriod on any con-
tract construction.

A small contract for foundation test holes of the bridze sites at
Minnie Street and Chena River was let during the month to Mike Trceg,
the only bidder. The bid price was $10.00 per lineal foot.

By Force Account:

Glenn Highway (Tetlin Junction-Bazle). The freighting hy contract
of the dismantled Matanuska River Bridge to the 40 Mile River crossing at
O'Brien Creek was completed durinz the month. The Alaska Road Commission
was unable to economically maintain a satisfactory wvehicular road on the

river ice the total distance. The contractor hauled as far as nossible -
Long Bar (15 milss from O'Brien Creek). Through no feult of the contract-
or and due entirely to the forces of nature all steel was not hauled %o
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the designated locastion by the contractor. The efforts of the contractor
and his willingness %o hazard the many dangerous ice flows precludes the
possibility of any determination other than fulfillment of his contract.
Freighting of 12,000 gallons of gasoline, 20,000 gallons of diesel fuel
0il, motor oils, two camps, eguipment end stavle grocery supnlies to the
north bank of the 40 Mile River continues. This work is progressing
slowly. ©Shell ice of varying thickness, extremely cold weather, long
distances, and other contributing factors necessitates a considerable
expenditure of labor and equivment time. Go devil freight sleds are
utilized, bdut even by this means the equipment continually breaks through
the ice. A tenacity of purpose and a satisfactory realization of a diff-
icult vhase of work accomplished assists in the completiocn of this
freighting. (Personnel - 10 wage board).

A commencement was made on March 22, 1951, to dismantle into eix
pieces the old Shaw Creek Bridge in preparation for the haul to its
new location on Walker's Fork. Three bents will be driven and the
majority of the dismantling will be done by truck c¢rane setting on solid
ice., The weat end of the bridge will be dismantled from the bank as the
ice is only 26 inches thick over 7 feet of water. (Personnel - 6 wage
board) .

A crew was flown to Tureka and the equipment left there after the
completion of the Livengood-REureka Survey will be returned to Fairbanks.
This equioment consists of the following:

1 7D 18 Tractor with dozer

1 T 14 Tractor with dozer

1 DL Tractor with dozer

3 EHouse trailers

2 Go Devils

411 camp supnlies and eguipment.

The estimated arrival date in Livengood is March 29th. The snow
is quite heavy - 3 and 4 feet — and the tractors are in vpoor condition.,
No trouble is anticipated. (Personnel - 5 wage board).

Reconstruetion

No nrogress was accomplished on any reconstruction project.

Farm and Industrial Roads

One mile of Farm and Industrial Roads - Priority #10 - was cleared,
grubbed, stripped, and rough graded during the period. One.man with one
machine accomnlished this work with a total exvenditure of 40 hours.

Maintenance and General

—— A3l hizghways -and roads winter maintained-by the-Alaske Road Coms=—
mission were omen for traffic at all times excent the Steese Highway
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beyond Cleary Summit on March 22and. High winds and two medium snowfzlls
during the immedizte past pneriod occasioned considerable snow removal.
Land ice areas have been active, but not too troublesome. Where ever
vogsible the land ice areas are being controlled as far as possible from
the highway. Particularly this ig true where maving has been accomnlishe
ed,

I+t is noted surface cracks in the navement due to contraction or
other reazsons are common throuzhout the District. Yo attemvt is being
made to correct this condition nor is any extra maintenance heineg consid-
ered at this time in relation to these cracks. ‘

Snow removal equipment presently on hand is adequate in utility,
but deficient in quantity. It will be vossible to finish this winter
with present equivment, but during the summer we plan to convert several
trucks for snow removal work. This conversion will not alter the
present utility of these trucks.

During the period additional ecuipment was obtained from the Valde=z
District. The equipment transporited to date from the Valdez District
includes the following:

7 only International Harvester TD 24 Tractors
L only Woolridee Cerryall Scrapers TCR Model

As previously reported this eouipment requires considerable repair
before it can be used. This revair is currently under way.

The overhaul of heavy equivment at both Fairbanks and Tok is vro-
cregsing satisfactorily, A few very necessary varts have not been
forthecoming from all available sources and lack of these few varts
has prolonged the overhaunl wrogram. All efforts by this Office and by
Headouarters have failed to vwroduce tracks, rollers, and bellows seals
for Caternillar ecuivment. By means best known to master mechanics
the tractors are being commleted satisfactorily without the necessary
varts. Daily these craftsmen nroduce evidence of mechaniczl ability
worthy of svecial commendation. Particularly and specifically I refer
to Frank Bagan, Lloyd Ives, John Gould, Harry McGhee, Andrew Nelson,
Eugene Westvhal, Rudolf Haritzell, Jacob Bagwell, A.B. Bicknell, and
others at Tok as well ag Lloyd Loundsbury, Henry Olson, Clarence Sund-
strom, Ivan Fredrickson, Asher Richardson, Fred Johnston, Louie Ohman,
and others at Fairbanks. All of the mechanical forces have heen
effectively coordinated by the District Mechenic, John Savela.

To list the many sinzle items of equivment commleted in their
overhanl program would require considerable space. But, during the
month the following major items have been comwnleted.
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Conversion of truck mounted shovel and truck tractor
to truck mounted crane.

D8 Catermillar Tractors.

Carryall Scravers

Motor Patrols

Heavy Truck Tractor

Reo Dump Trucks

Semi-Trailer

210 ¢.F.M. Air Comoressor

27 H.P. Steam Generators

2SI OV B SRV BV R

Adminigtrative

The comvletely new system of vayroll and cost accounting including
Work Order designation has been vut into effect in this District during
the past veriod. Some sdditional work has heen occasiocned at the commence-
ment of this system, but is presently becoming familiar to all concerned
and consequently less laborious,

Our present wage scale, both clsssified and wagze hoard, is below
comvetition., Our versonnel is leaving us very ranidly. As time prog-
resses our better emnloyees who have been our key personnel will 211 be
gone, Both orivate enterorise and the Military Bases offer substant-—
ially more money. Our employees are staying with us now out of loyalty
to the Alaska Road Commission. Fow long this loyalty can resist better
pay is the present question. It is imwosesible at this level to offer any
_information concerning any increment in either salaries or wages. It is
believed some increment will be required to commete successfully for
availehle labor.

Very truly yours,

(..

E. F. Goodscn
District Engineer
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¥r. &, ¥. Chiglione
Chief Engineer

Alacks Rosd Commisaion
Junesu, Alaskse

Dear ¥r. Ghiglione:

Situation Revort

g

4 Turing the four week weriod from Januasry 28 to

February 25, 1951, variable temverztures from extremely

cold to above freezinz compliceted the maintenance of highe

ways. On Februsry 2nd and 3rd, high winds closed Cleasry

Summit on the Steess Hlghwey to all traffie. A nerty of

Boy Seonts were skilng near Chataniks ncrth of the road

block. Rlade and rotary nlowe effectlvely ovmened the roazds

and brought the Boy Scouts back to Tairbanks after they had

spent 2 night in the oven. Azalw on Pebruery 2%rd. extremely

high winds 2nd blowing snow closed the Cleary Summit, but the o
rozd wese ovened for traffie on the 204h. lLand Iece areas on the ~3
Stesse Highwey snd the Hichardson Fighwsy caused z certein —
smount of difficulty during this merfed. On the Farmers -
Loon nesr Tairbanlks, the Permafrost Exverimental Station

hss z2n exverimentzl artesian well that overflows onitoc the

highwav. The vest amount of water from this well causes an

extreme smount of maintensnce snd the Permafrost peovle have

beenrrequested to more effectively contrel the flow of this

artesian well.

M¥Mr. H. B. Gunderson attended the conference nf the
Digiriect Administrative Officers in Junean from Fabruary Bth
through Febrnary 17th. The new cost secountins vroecedures and
other administrative functions were discussed. Problems re-
lating to the administiration of the cost vrocednre zs it ~er-
tains to the Fairbanks District were solved and this infor-
mation hes been nassed on to the several emvloyees engaged in
this funetion.

Surveys snd ¥lans

The engineering section of the Fairbanks District
is engaged in designinr from “ield survev notes, highweys as
follows:
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Tetlin Junstion to Zegle, varticulerly in
the eectlion from Liderty %o ZFasle., At the nre~
pent time this design 1s avproximstely 75¢ come
nlete. )

Talrlanks o Yenane engineering desizn is
armorixmately £0% comnlete on this eeation aa
sarveyed during the 1750 construction seseon.
The design is followinzg the ridge route rather
thsn the lower poute in socordsnce with the ene
gincering determinations,

Tok Junction £lsns  The angineeri-g deszigm,
#lotbing oroea goections, sad commitmtions of the
sarth work volumes of the B mile sselion from the
Cuoatom Bietion 4o the Rills, Thie information will
be “orverded to hesdimerters sw soon sa mosgidble.

Fiald work has oongiated 6° enrveye ~n the
followhigs

Paldrbanke 4o Stease Hisghuway vis Yendell Aveme
snd Begond fireed in Grashl. inglnding reloeation
of 4he Chena Slough Tridze.

furvey, crozs seoticn and tomogranhy of the
Hinnie Streat Crossing of the Yoyss Zlough and sure
vy for the tsmmerary erosginz -f the Yoyas Slough
st the slts of the nev Yoyas Slough Rridae.

The sngSnesrine tectlon has also scommletad de-
sign of the 'eled bridze ovar tha Yara Yefer “lonzh
of the Tensns Viver Tetwesn Tenane Villese snd Yante
fiald T41lare nesr Toki mronesad nlan for temmorary
houging at ths Tirtle Tole Plver Camn wgs dravn dure
inz this veriod ze well az zevers] small desismms.

Sonstruetion

Ny Contrset:

Thore hss Togn no work scsomnlished b sny contractor
daring the weriocd covered by this revert. On Tedbrusry 2lst, H.

P ¥unter Constmntion Comvany, Tne., wae low of “iw hddere

gt 3171,266.00 on the o nstruetion of four “ridwes on the “ichsrd-
gon Wighwsy locsted at Marlinz Oreek, Tesr Cresk. mila 237,14 snd
nile 234.8. “he Alaska Conzolidmted Trelght Commany was 10w o
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four bidders for the haunling »f dismantled Matanuskas “dver Tridaze
from iis etock oile nesr Tslmer to the arossing of tre Torbty ¥ile
Fiver nenyr O'Brien Crealt on the Tetlin Junction Zegls YMighwayr., The
contract price wes $68n8.50.

By Forca Apeounts

On Vabrusry 19th we hesan the removal of enow and anow
drifta on the Tatlin Junction Zanle Nighway in nrevavaticn for the
hanling eontract as stated abhove, Two iractore znd one motoy neérel
sra vrasently enzeped in thig wvork ant are abt thifd time 2% ths South
Tork Crossing of the Porty ¥Wile ®lver. Yigh winds and incasgant
gnows have negnsionnd consldarabhlyr nore work ihen saticinated owe
aver, cpuge f the drifis has bheen larzely sliminated Yy a*lowing the
gaow L7 vae’t on the hishwey.

The majerity nf the hizhwav 1g 4n esvwecinlly zood winter
traval condition »nd it is only an cecasionel “lzoe where snow mlow-
ing ig¢ required degnite tha fz2e4 that no snow rexevsl has been done
during thig winter.

Taegonstmotiony

There hies hesn no Hrogress or work sccommlished on the

reconetruction of any highwsr ¢f the Falrbanks Digtricet during this
neriod.

Tayn ond Tndnustrial

There hsz Lesn no nrogress oy work aceommliished on farm
or indugstrial romds. The Tiztriot Inzinrcer has made zeversal food
re¢omnpingances Lo scgusint hinmeelf with several of the wrrovesed
sonstruction rrojects. In the very near fMture, it is antieinated
# commancement will be made on the elearians and srulhinr of one
farw poed dasimsted "Prioritv To. 4" in the amal recmmendse
tions., The deterninsiion to clasy thiz roed ai this sartionlsr
time hes beo+w made hecsuse nf the welk terrsin in +the vieirity. Tt
is nelisvad we can olepr et this time & grest denl] less ayvenzively
than we can later {n the vear.

Yalintenanes and "ansrsl

All rosds winter msintsized sioent as noted were ooen
thyoughoud the neriod, Wany smell snow storms oren-red during
the nariod, but st ne time 438 mors than gn ineh snd 2 Wplf of
gnow a1l in anr & hour weriod. Truck mounted smovw ~lows and
“amder hodr hlales mort affectivaly and =ffigiantly voemnved thias
tvne of snow. The grnvereion of tra single drive Toard dumm tpucks
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to “ront end vlows hsa wroved moet suceessful snd two are now

in oreration in the FPeirtanke District. The six large dmm

frusks recelved frewm the Valdez District early 47 the winter snd
later eandivment with snow nlows heave been returned to Taldaez.

These nlowe are most efficlent, but unfortunatsly thare 1s not enough
gnow in the Tairbanke District to warrant the exnense of omerating
such & heevyy zescline iruck. We have fonnd that 1t i slmest 50%
cheever %o use the lighter frucks for our saow removal.

The overhaunl progrem in orozress st Tolirbenks end Tok
is nroceeding satisfectorily. Toldkte, work has hesn accomplished
#s noted on the followins eguinment:

2 « 08 Crtermillar Tractors comvletely rebullt 44 remainted.
2 = DB Trsotorr conmlstely retmilt sxecent for rolle«s znd ireeke
and oeinted,

2~ 38 Trectors rebuilt exeent rollere snd tracks,

2 « D7 Cetervillsr Tractors rebuils,

1 - 18 Tragtor reraired and renainted.

5 = TD2L Tntermationsl Farveeter Tresgtors comnleotaly vrebuils.

1 « TDI8 Intarnetions]l Harvester Tractors ovarheuled sad renainted,

2 « TD1E Tnternstionel Fervester Troctors gomvletely rehullt and

renaintad.

Carryail Secranare rebuilst.

Tow had trailers revaired and rersinted,

Beavy irack tractor rebuilt snd ronalinied.

¥o. 12 Cater~illar motor @mtrel rebuilt,

Mo, 12 Caternillar modor fmntral reneired and remainted,

Jager vokes relmili.

1l= Tozer moldbonrds rebuili,

8 - Reo irueks serviced by repnschking wheels, tuning snzine, minor
reneirs to ohrasis, body snd hreles.

L = Te0 trucks comnlstely rebuilt 4ncluding sngtine,, hydrslie oumon,
chassis, csbh snd brekes.

8 - Interncztions)l Farvesier trucks serviced by repackine wheels,
toning engine., minor revaire %o chaselg, dodyr snd drakes.

2 = Pord tricks remaired and revainited.

3 = Piokenn trugks rensirad snd remeinted,

1 « Pord Pletbed truck renpired and revainted.

[ I

el e R R A AV

[ |

A& total of 15 Catsrnillar stertinzg enmines 2nd 1? nower
sontrel units have been commletely rebuilit in zddition to the come
nletion of the rebtaildine ¢f a toial of 10 Later-illar DB sneines.
The conversion of the erawler momnted shovel znd hemvy truck tragtor
to s truck mownted cr-ne is annroximetely 85% cumnlate. Servicing

~ gnd revairing tools, —umms, ste. is vrograssing verv raidly,

Adminiatrabive

The new cost accountine nwrocedurag have bheen in onsration
since Jamary 1, 1951, and while its overmtion oceamsions s certsin
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anount of sdditlonsl work a#f the mement, 16 1z zndlcinatad this
orocedure scon will ba bvoth sconcmical end erfficient. All
prraoanal engzged in the overation of the nevw cout accmmtim;
nroeecurss sre ranidly lesrning its utiliw.

The Coet Swmmaries of all nrojects for the 17950 season
ate comnlate and will bhe forwarded 4o Wemdzusrtayrs Pobranrr 28th,
Some time was lost on the gomnletion of thess Cost Summariss due
4o the faet that the Distriet fdmindstrative OFPiomr wir shoent
as mentionaed shove, Mrs, Wschelle lazmnl Olerk-docowntent, 08«5
snd Mre. (olens Taster, Stencwravher, (8-, wers smnloyed in the
adninlagtirative aection. Nrs. Lera Fert "lane te rosign due t0 har

peracns)l health. o

Yery truly yours,

X. . ficodgon
Matriat Bnginser
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Dear iir. Ghiglione: _

Sitnation Renort

During the four weel weriecd from Jenusry 28 to
Tebruarvy 25, 1951, variable tvemperatures from extremely
cold to 2hove Treezinz comoliceted the maintenance of high-
wavs. On February 2nd end 3rd, high winds closed Clesry
Summit on the Steese Highway to all traffic. A »neriv of
Tov Scouts were skiing near Chatanika north of the roed
block. Blade and rotary nlows effectivelyr omened the roads
and brought the Boy Scouts hack to Tairbanks after thev had
soent a2 night in the oven. Azein on Febrmary 23rd. extremelyr
high winds and blowing snow closed the Clearyv Spmmit, but the
rozd was ovened for traffic on the 24th. ILand Ice areas on the
Steese Highwar and the Lichardson Hishway czused = certain
amount of diffienlty durinz this veriod. On the Farmers
Loon near Talrbanks, the Permefrost Dxwerimentzl Station
hzs an exverimentsl srtesian well that overflows onto the
highway. The vest amount of water from this well causes an
extreme amount of maintenancé and the Permafrost peonle have
been:'requested to more cffectively controcl the flow of this
artesgian well,

Mr. H. F. Cunderson atterded the conference »f the
District Administretive Officers in Junean from Felruvary 8th
through Tebruaary 17th. The new cost accountine mrocedures and
other administrative functions were discussed. Prohlems re-
latine to the adminisiration of the cost nrocedure ag it ner-
taing to the Tairbanks District were solved 2nd this infor-
metion has Deen nassed on to the several emmlovees encagad in

« this function.

Survesrs and Plans

The engineering section of the Pairbanks District

g encaged in desizninT Crom “leld snurvey nntes, hishwevess—

follows:
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Tetlin Junction to Zagle, varticularly in
the section from Lib berty to Bazle. At the nre-
sent time this design is avpnroximately 75% com-
nlete. —

Fairbanks to Venana enzineering design is
amorirmately 60% comvlete oh this section as
surveyed during the 1950 censtruction seseson.
The design is following the ridge route rather
than the lower route in accordance with the en-
gincering determinztions.

Tok Junction Slsna. The ensineering designm,
nlotting cross gectiong, and commutations of the
earth work volumes of the 3 mile section from the
Custom Station to the hills. This information wiil
Te forwarded %o heasdouariters ag soon ag mogsible,

Pield work has consisted of enrveys on the
followihg

Tairbanks to Steese Hizhwary 7ia Tendell Avenue
and Second Street in Graehl, includins relocation
of the Chens Slouzh Rridss.

Survey, cross section and tomoeranhy of the
Minnie Street Crossing of the "oyes Slough and surs
ver for tne temmorary crossinsz I the Woyes Slouzh
¢t the site of the new ¥oves Slouch hridee.

The encineering section has zlsc commleted de-
siga of the sled hridge over the Warm Teter Slongh
of the Yanena Biver between Tanane Villaee =2nd Mans—
field Villzze near Tok; nronosed nlan for temmorary
housing at the Little Toio Piver Camp was drawn dur—
inz this meriod as well as several smsll desiens.

Construction ;

Bwv Convracth:

-

There has " sen no worx sccommlished hv any contractor
during the meriod cowvered by this revort. On Tebrusry 2lst,
P. Munter Constriction Comvany, Tnc., wee low of fiwe hlﬂder=

nﬂﬂ

et 171,266,000 on the comsiriction f four "ridses on the Richsrd-

—son Highwev—locstedatTarline G ek, Feem—ureekA4m1¢,423£Tb snd

mile 276.8. The Alzska Consolidated Treight Cowmoany was low of
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four bidders for %re hanlinz of dismantled Mzitanuska Ziver Pridge

Trom its stock mile nesr Palmer to the crossine of tre Forty Mile

River nerr O'Brien Creek on the Tetlin Junction Zazle Tighwer. The
contract mrice wzs $6308.50.

Tv Torce Accounrn:

>

! On ¥ebrusery 19th we hezan the removal of snow and snow
drifts on the Tetlin Junction Eaxle Highway in vrevaration for the
haulinz contract as stated gbove. Two tractors znd one motor natrol
are voresently enzaged in this worlt &n’ are at this time a2t the South
Forkt Crossine of the Forty Mile River., Wigh winds znd incessant
snows lave occssionad considerahly more worlt than anticimated ”ow~
ever, ceusc ~f the drifts has been largely eliminated by al 10W1ng
snow to mact on the hishwav.

The majority cf the hishwayv is in esvecially zood winter

travel coqdition and it 1s only zn occasional nlsce where snow mlow—
inz is reduired desvite the fact that no snow removal has been done
juring this wiater.

Reconsuvruction:

Thiere has beer no nrozress or worm sccommlished on the
reconstruction ¢f any hichwayr of the Fairbanks District during this
neriod. '

Farin end Tndustrial

There has been no vrosress or work accomvlished on farm

o \Or industrial roads, The District Baginecer has mele several foob

reCunnalsqanceQ to scguaint himself with several of %t..e mroposed
%éb“ ‘construction rrojecss. In the very near future, it is anticivated
' a commencement will be made on the clesrinz end zrubbia~ of one
farm road desiznated "Priority To. LM in the awnual recrmmende~
tions. The determination to cleer this rezd at this wverticular
time has heen mede hecause oF the wet terrain in the viecionitv., It
is velieved we can clesr et this time & zrest deal less expensivelyw
than we can later in the wesr.

ralnbenence and Ceneral

All rozds winter meintzined excent as noted were onen
throuzhout the meriod. WMany smell snow storme oceuwrred durine
the nernod, b2t et no time did more than an inech znd 2 helf of
snow fall in ear 7L rour meriod. Truck mounted snow ~lows end
under hodxr hlades most effectivel~ and efficle il renoved this

time of enow. The conversion of the single drive Pord diman frincks

~
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to “ront end »lows has mMmroved most successful aqd two are now

in omeration in the Feirbanks District. The six large dumm

trucks received frem the Valdez District eerly in the winter and

later equivment with snow olows heve been returned to Valdez. —
These wlows are most efficient, but unfortunately there is nct enouch (ﬁ
snow in the Tairbanks District to warrant fthe exvense of overating

such a heevy =escline truck. We leve found that it is zlmost 50% — €
cheeper to use the lighter frucks for our snow removal.

The overhaul vrogram in nrogress at Tairbanks and Tok
is vroceesding gatigfactorily. To date, work has Teen accomplished
es noted on the following eouioment:

~ D3 Caternillzr Trzctors completely rebuilt 2l revnainted. /

D8 Tractors comvletely rebuilt excent for rollers znd tracls /

and nainted.

-~ D8 Trectors rebullv excent rollers and trzcks.

—~ D7 Caternillsr Tractors rebuilt.

— D8 Tractor renaired znd rensinted.

TDZL International Harvester Tractors comovletely revuilt.

- TD13 Internstional Harvester Tractors overhsuled and revainted,

~ TDlL Tniternational Farvester Tractors comnletely rebuilt and:
renainted.

- Carrya.l Scraners rebdbuiit.

- Low bed trailers revaired and revaintead.

- Hegvy triack tractor rebuilt and rcemainted.

- ¥o. 12 Catermnillzar motor pamirol rebuilt.

o, 12 Catermnillar m~tor panhrol reneired and revairnted.

- Dozer yokes rebuilt.

l- Dogzer moldbozrds rehuilt.

- Reo truckzs serviced by remscking wheels, tuning enzine, minor

revairs tn chassis, bodry and hrekes

- Reo trucks comnletely rebuilyd 1nc1ud1ng enzine
chasgis, cav ond Brekes.

8 - Tnuernaulopel Harvester hrucks serviced hw revaciting wheels,
" tunine encine. minor reoairs t6 chassis, body gnd brakee.

2 -~ Tord trucks reveired and rensinted.

3 - Pick-un brucks remsired snd revaluted.

1 - Ford Platbed truck rensired and revazinsed.
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f 15 Caternillar atartinz enzines wnd 12 vower

control wnits have Leen commletely rcbu 1t 1n ddition to the com-
nletion of the rebulldlnu of a total of 10 Ceternillar D8 encines.
The conversion of tre crewler mounted shov el end hesvy truct tractor
to 2 truck mounted crene is somroximctelv Q5w commlets Servicing

——and-renairins—tools, is-mrogressins —verl—reﬂlﬁJJ

Pa :q

Adnministrative

The new cost scecotmntins ™rocedures have b=en in onerzition
since Jenuarv 1, 12951, and while i+te oneration occasions z certzin
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amount of additional work at the m:menkt, it is anticinated this
orocedure soon will be both esconomical and efficient. All
p~reonnel encaged in the overztion of the new co=t zccounting
nrocedures azre remidly learning ites utility.

The Cost Summaries of all nrojects for the 1250 sesgon
dree comnlete and will be forwarded to Fesdouarters Februarr 28th.
Some time was lozt om the completion of these Cost Summaries dne
t0 the fact that the District Administrative Officer war zbsent
as mentioned shove. Mrs. Rechelle LamPi Clerk-Accountant, (8S-5
end Mrs. Colene Teste~, Stenoeravher, G5-4, were emmloyed in the
admiristrative section. Mrs. Lera Tart —lans to resign due to her
versonal health.
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Mr. A. F. Ghiglione -
Chief Engineer .

Alaska Road Commission N
Juneaun, Alaska -
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Dear Mr. Ghiglione: Surﬂ% ................... !
' TS L ;
Situation Revord {

Wﬂ,/zﬁf,r,bﬁ@w

Extremely cold weather prevailed in the Fairbanks
District during most of the month of Januarv. Very little snow
fell durinz the month, and land ice areas were inactive. All
roads and highways winter maintained by the Alaska Road Com-—
mission were kevt oven at 211 times. Low temperatures reduced
the efficliency of versonnel and equipment, but certain labors
progressed satisfactorily.

4

The Administrative Section of the Pairbanks District
ingtalled and is overating the new Cost Accounting vrocedures.
Some difficulties were encountered and a few minor revisions of
thege procedures are required, but it is believed this new
gsystem will eventuzlly be economical and accurate in operation.
Cost Summaries of the past years' operation continue. Some
lost time was exverienced due to the delay in receiving the
Outstanding Obligatione of Juneau Purchases as of Wovember 30, .
1950 from Headquarters. The deadline of February 15, 1951 for
the submission of the Cogt Summaries will be met.

l1e

The Engineering Section continues to design from the
field notes of the surveys the following highways: PokFunction-
Slana; Livengood-RBurcka-Manley Hot Svoringzs; Fairbanks-Nenanas-

—40 Mile-River-Bazle; and Farm Roads in the vieinity of Fairbanks.
Considerable work was accomplished toward the final estimzte of
Fairbanks to College and a wmortion of Steese Highway - Contract
I-arc-4263. Bridge materials were received for several bridges
and the enzineering forces at Tok have stockniled this material
in accordance with the requirements of the several bridges. Totzal
engineering nersonnel is twelve, with three absent on annual leave.

——Included in-the total of twelve -classified-engineers-are three65-9—
four GS-7, one GS-6, two GS-5, and two GS-L.
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The general overhaul of heavy equipment now in vrozress
at Fairbanks and Tok is proceeding slowly. The amount of work
accomolished is not yet reflected in completed units, but a partial
ligting of the completed units includes the following:

- D8 Tractors commletely rebullt and painted.

~ D8 Tractors completely rebuilt excevt itracks and rollers.

- TD24 Tractors are comvletely rebuilt.

- QCarryall scrapers are completely rebuilst.

- Dogzer yokes and dozer moldboards completely rebuilt.

TD18 Tractor overhanled and revainted. {

-~ TD14 Tractor rebuilt and repainted.

- D8 Tractor overhauled and revainted.

- Heavy Tractor truck overhauled and revainted.

- #12 Motor patrol rebuilt and repainted.

- Reo Trucks serviced by revacking wheels, tuning engine,
minor repairs to chassis, body, and brakes.

International Harvester Trucks serviced by revacking
wheels, tuning engine, minor revairs to chaseis, body,
and brakes.
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A total of 17 Caterpiller starting enzines and 9 Power
Control Units have been rebuilt. One Picltup and oné suburban
carryall were revaired and reoainted. One Pickup was completely
rebuilt and revainted.

From Jamiary 8, 1951 to Jamuary 13, 1951 I was in
attendance at the District Engineer's Conference in Juneau.
Many problems vertzining to the work in the Fairbanks District
were discussed during this conference.

Mr. R. ?. Irby, Personnel Officer, Headguarters, Juneau
visited the Fairbanks District January 24 through Jamuary 27, 1951.

Very truly yours,

K. P. Goodson
District Engineer
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