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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO:

FROM:

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

"OD" Odsather DATE: Qctober 21, 1987
Chief Right of Way Agent
Northern Region FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO: A74W2413

John F. Bennett SUBJECT: Archives
Right of Way Engine oy g
Northern Region

The determination of the existence of rights of way requires extensive research
into both recorded and unrecorded information. One of our prime sources of
unrecorded information are the Department of Transportation and Public Facil-
ities (DOT&PF) archives.

A 1983 memorandum from Dave McCaleb regarding historical records indicates that
there was at one time a very organized and available collection of maps, plans
and field books dating back into the 1920's.

Presently, the archives that were not purged are stored either in cold storage
or in a crawl space in the Maintenance and Operations building. Due to their
present locations and organization they cannot be considered available for
research.

While I realize that warm storage space is at a premium within DOT&PF, we are
now in a situation where we may have to purchase right of way because we can
not document it's existence.

An example of the value of these archives is as follows:

Public Land Order 601 established rights of way 50 feet on each side of the
centerline of "Local" roads constructed with public funds across unreserved
public lands. The effective date of this PLO was August 10, 1949. If public
funds are used to construct a read subsequent to the PLO effective date but
prior to homestead entry date, then we can establish a "local" road right of
way. However, in order to justify this claim of right of way, we must document
the expenditure of public funds, location and date of construction to verify
that it falls within the window of availability. The sources of this documen-
tation may be maps, plans, field books and memos from the records of the Alaska
Road Commission, Bureau of Public roads and others.

Needless to say, information of this type would be extremely valuable in
documenting assertions of RS2477 rights of way.

The solution to this problem requires that warm storage and temporary personnel
be made available for review and indexing of the archive materials in order to
return them to their former state.
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TO:

FROM:

MEMORANDUM Staite of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

Elizabeth L. Engle, P.E. DATE: October 22, 1987
Director, Design & Construction
Northern Region FILE NO:

.

TELEPHONENO: 474-2402

Richard L.ee SUBJECT: Archives
Chief Right of Way Agent
Northern Region

Recorded and unrecorded information verifying the existence of rights of way
requires extensive research. Implied in this statement is.an understanding that
the material is located ina

place
that is:

1) suited for proper storage (heat, lights, electrical, halon fire protection)
2) accessible
3) maintained on a regular basis
4) controlled by one group/person

Presently there is not a single large warm/electrified room ta integrate and store
the mess of archive material presently on hand. I believe it is critically needed.
At one time the material was well indexed and maintained, but because of increased
"people" space required, “premium” warm storage space to house archived material
for Highways, Airports, Buildings, and other public facilities is no longer avail-
able. New space must be found and the material stored must be:

2}
adequately identified and indexed for rapid retrieval
properly maintained and repaired

3) updated with new material on a regular basis
4) segregated by type (highways, buildings, airports, other)
5) computer program: DataBase to store/recal] general project information.
6) easily refiled
7) visually color-coded-
I would estimate it would take at least two dedicated people several months to get
everything together. To do this properly, about $40,000 to $55,000 would be
required to purchase additional equipment as well as index, catalogue and store
this information. A computer program such as the one developed for buildings but
updated could serve as a model.

Attached is a memo by John Bennett. In it, he brings strong positions to the
front, namely, information, time and money for such an archives system.

The advantages of such a system are many j.e.,
Design reference
Data verification
Right. of. Way. determination
Historical documentation
RS 2477 assertion material
and many morete

e

-Funding-and finding a-space Targe enough for a warm storage facility with expansion
capability could be a problem. However, personnel may be available that are
knowledgeable in part from the seasonal construction group. Others could be made
available on a part-time basis for system development, specialty organization or
for.just. helping getting it together. I suspect that Design should continue to
control this function.

The objective is to not reinvent a system that is available, it is to organize
again the requisite information into a single place. The fruits of this labor
could pay for itself immediately in reduction_of purchases of Right oF Way land
alone on a single project.

Any ‘comments you may have would be appreciated.
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