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On tuesday, March ;a7, 1959, Mr. Andrew Drance submitted to
Mr. Booth a proposed revision of section 20 ef the Alaska Omnibus Bill
with the request. that the same be reviewed and comments or suggestions
be submitted to:tim,

‘The major ghanges:‘were deletion of the transfer date of July 1,
1959, and the additionof language which would permit retention of lands
needed for purposs other than or in addition te read purposes and the
imposition of', conditions ‘upon

the transfer of easements. ‘The inserted
Language whateonesrned us. is as followss

(4a) except guch Lands or interests in lands that
were withdrawn frem the public domain as the Secretary of
the Interior may determine are needed for continued reten~
tion in Federal omership for purposes other than or in
addition to read purposes. In connecbion with the transfer
under this section of any easement over public lands of
the United States, the Secretary of Commerce shall impose
such conditions as the head of the agency administering
such lands! may prescribe for the adequate protection and

utilization of suth public lands.

The matter! was discussed with Mr. Krevor and the following ques-
tions raised: =

|

Ll. Why should the lands to be retained be limited to those "which
were withdrawn fron the public domain." This would exclude acquired
lands and

qands
which have not been withdrawn from the public domain.

2. If this. is a desirable provision, why limit the sane to lands
determined by the Secretary of the Interior to be needed for continued
retention in Federal omership.

3. ‘The purpose of the sentence pertaining to imposition ef con-
ditions ls not clear.

4e The language used in the sentence pertaining to imposition of
conditions would indicate that additional conditions could be impesed
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upon existing e¢asementa prior to their transfer. ‘This could lead to
renegotiation or reopening of controversial negotiations relative to
existing easements.

Se If these changes are desirable should they not apply to all
lands’ to be transferred under the Omibus Bill rather than solely te
lands, etco., transferred by the Secretary of Commerce under section 20.

At Wir. Booth?s request, I called Mr. Drance and presented to him
the questions which T have outlined above. Mr. Drance advised that
Mrs. Van Cleve of the Office of the Solicitor of the Department of the
Interior (new axting for the Bureau of the Budget) was then in con
ferenee with Mr. Harold Seidman of the Bureau of the Budget and
suggested that I call her. JI did so and outlined the questions set
forth above. Mrs. Van Cleve suggested I contact Mr. Irving Senzel of
the Bureau of Land Management, which I did. Mr» Senzel had no objec-tion to broadening the provisions relating to retention of lands which
would otherwise be transferred but opposed any change in the sentence
relating to imposition of conditions upon the transfer of easements.

Following thess telephone calls, I discussed the matter with
Mr. Frank Turner and, with his concurrence, prepared a proposed revi~
sion. A aopy of the proposed revised section is attached hereto for
your information.

Following my discussion with Mr. Turner, I again sonbacted
Mrs. Yan Cleve and read to her our suggested revision. She stated
that she was in full sympathy with our objectives and indicated that
she viewed our suggestion with favor, She stated that she would dis-
cuss the matber with the appropriate persons.

Subsequently, I discussed the matter with My. Drance who advised
me that during the interim he had discussed the problem with
Mr.» Seidman of tha Bureau of the Budget. In view of the problems
involved and the urgency of submitting the Omibus Bill to the Congress,
it was tentatively agreed between Mr. Seidman and Mr. Drance that the
sentence in the first revised draft referred to above which relates
to imposition of conditions upon the transfer of easements would be
deleted and that otherwise the seetion would be subnitted as revised
in the draft submitted by Mr. Dranee to Mr. Booth on March 17.

Attachment

ec: Mr. Turner; Mr. Booth
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3BMe (2) ‘The Secretaryof Commerce shall transfer to the

State of Alaska hy appropriate conveyance without canpensatdon, but

wporn auch terms aml conditions aa he may deem deairable, 211 lands or

interests in landa, including buildings and fixtures, all personal

property, including mishinery, office equipment, and supplies, and all
recoris paxtalning to roads in Maske, which are omed, held, adnin-

istered by, or used by the Secrebaxy in connection with the astivities
of the Eauveaa

of Publis Romie
in Alaska, (1) exeapt such lands or

interests in lands, including buildings and fixbures, personal property,

including machinery, offies equipment, and supplies, and receris as the

Secretary may determine are needed for the operations, acbivities, ani

functions of the Boreas of Public Roads in Alaske after euch trandfer,

dinchuling services or functions performed pursuant to section of
this Achy awit (14) except euch lands or interests in Lends as he or the

head of any other Federal agency may detersine ere needed for continued

retention in Federal ownership for perpoaes other than or in addition
te road purposes, Within 90 dara after the date of enactment of this

Act the head of any Federal agency wha determines that any lands or

interests in lands which would otherwise be transferred pursuant to
thia eention are needed for retention in Federal oxerkhip, or deta
tines thet conditions should be imposed upon the tranefer of auch lands

shall so notify the Seoretaxy of Camerce.

(be) Nobyithstanding any other proviston of this section, any cen-

tract entered Into by the Federal Government in connection with the

~/O~
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activities of the Bureau of Publis Rouda in Alasia which hae not been

conpleted om the date of the tranefer provided under subsection (a)
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