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Proposed rei?iaimn m:f Alaska Omnibus Bil‘l

On Tuesday, March l?, 1959, Mr. indrew Drance submitted to
Mr. Booth a proposed revision of section 20 of the Alaska Qunibus Bill

with the request that the same be reviewed and comments or suggestions
be submitted to him,

- The major changes were deletion of the transfer date of July 1, .
1959, and the addition of language which would permit retention of lands
needed for purposes other than or in addition to road purposes and the
imposition ef gonditions upon the transfer of easements. The inserted
language whish ﬁ:oncamed us is as follows:

{iﬁ.} map’t. such lands or interests in 1&nds that
wers wm’chdram from the publiec domain as the Secretary of
the Intari@r may determine are needed for continued retens
tion in Federal ownership for purposes other than or in
addition to road purposes. In connection with the transfer
under this section of any easement over publiec lands of
the United States, the Secretary of Commerce shall impose
such conditions as the head of the agency administering
such lands may prescribe for the adequate protection and
i utilization of such public lands.

The mat‘her was discussed with Mr. Krevor and the following ques—
‘ ' moms raiseds : :

1. Why should the lands to be retained be limited to those "which
were withdrawn from the public domain.® This would exclude acquired
lands and la.nds which have not been withdram from the public demain.

2., If th:m, is & desirable provision, why limit the same to lands
determined by the Secretary of the Interior to be needed for continued
! retention in Federal ounership.

3. The purpose of the sentence pertaining to imposition of coni~
ditiens is not clear.

Lo The lainguag& used in the sentence pertaining to imposition of
conditions would indicate that additional conditions could be imposed
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upon existing easements prioy to their transfer. This could lead te

rensgotiation or recpening of controversisl negotiations relative to
existing easements,

50 If these changes are desirable should they not apply to all
lands to be bransferred under the Ommibus Bill rather than solely to
lends, eto., transferred by the Secretary of Commerce under section 20.

At ¥r, Booth's request, I called Mr. Drance and presented to him
the questiens which I have oubtlined above. Mr. Drence advised that
Mrs. Van Cleve of the Office of the Solicitor of the Department of the
Interier {now acting for the Bureau of the Budget) was then in con-
ference with Mr, Harold Seildmen of the Buresu of the Budget and
suggested that I eall her. I did so and outlined the questions sebt
forth sbove. Mrs, Van Oleve suggested I contaet Mp. Irving Senzel of
the Buresu of Land Management, which I did. Mr. Senzel had no cbjeg-
tion te broadening the provisions relating to retention of lands whish
would otherwise be transferred bubt opposed any change in the sentencs
relabing to imposition of conditions upon the transfer of easements.

Following thess tolephone calls, I discussed the matter with
Mre Frank Turner and, wibh his concurrence, preparad a proposed revi-

wlon. A copy of the proposed revised section is attached hereto for
your mfamatmn.

Following my diseussion with Mr. Turner, I again sonbacted
Mrs. Van Cleve and read to her our suggested revision. She stated
that she was in full sympathy with our objectives and indiested that
she viewed our sugpestion with faver, She stated that she would dis-
euss the matier with the appropriate persons.

mbﬁeqmnklf, I discusied the mabter with Mr. Drance who advised
me that during the interim he had discussed the problem with
Mr. Seidman of the Buresu of the Budgeb. In view of the problems :
involved and the urgency of submitting the Omnibus Bill to the Congress,
it was tentatively agreed betwsen Mr. saidman and Mr. Drance that the
sentence in the first revised draft veferred to above which relates
to imposition of conditions upon the transfer of essements would be
deleted and that otherwises the sestion weuld be submitted as revised
in the draft submitted by Mr. Dranes to Mr. Booth on Marech 17.

Attachment
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380. . s{a) 'The Secretavy of
State of Masks by sppropriats sonve

2 ghall branslar to the

nee without ampe:zmﬁm, b
wpon such terns m:i conditions as he may deem desirable, all lands or
interests in lands, incluting b

lings snd fixtwa. all personsl

praperty, including mechinery, office sauwipment, and supplies, and all
rtalning to roads in Alasks, which sre oumed, held, aduin-

by, or used by the Sscretary in comnection with the activitles

of the Dureau of Public Hosds in Alsska, (1) excapt such lands or

interestsy in lands, im:*.wiﬁng buildings and fixbures, personal property, ’

including meelinery, oflfice eguipment, and supplies, and reconls as the

Secrotery may determine sre nesded Lo the opsretions, activities, and

funetiens of the Buresu of Public Roads in Alasks after such transfer,

Jocluding services or Dunctions performed pursuant to section of
this Ack: and (11) sxeept sioh lands or interests in lends as be or the

aganey may detersine ars nesded for continved
robention in Pederal cwnership for parposes other than or in a.é:iiﬁim
to rosd purpose

s» Within 90 days after the date of emsctment of this
ict the head of =y Federal agency who deternines that any lands or
interests in lands whick would otherwise be transferred pursusnt to
thiz section are needsd Tor retantion in Federsl omerbhip, or deter
mines that sonditions should be imposed upon the transfer of euch lands
shall so notily the Secrastary of Cumsrse. ‘

{b) Netwithstanding any other provision of this section, any con-
tract entered Into by the Federsl Governmsnt in connection with the
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aubivitiss of the Bureauw of Public Rosds in Alasks whieh has not been
completed on the date of the transfer provided under subssotion {a)

hersof may ba conpleted according to the termstherest.
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