December 19 1928
Mejor D.H.Gillette,

Engineer (Officer, A.R.C,,
Juneau Alsska,

Dear 8ir;
Enclosed herewlth standerd report on Snowshoe-Beaver trail,

“Route 23A, submitted by Framk Nash after recent trip by dog team.

Dbject of the trip was primarily to bring in Chas. Mayben and cook

frdm Beaver.layben was foreman of project in the Chandalar district during the

past season snd did aot gét work completed there in time to catch the last boat.
Enroute from Beaver two new shelter cabins were constructed on this tfﬁu*

trail as shown in this_report.

This report supercedes a similar report dated December 12 1927.

My opinien is that no further improvement or even maintensnce is Justified on this
trail as long as the present lack of travel continues.This trail waz built{ several
years ago when it looked as though there would be considerable mining activity in

%he Chendelar,
the Chandalar, aznd e mail service, from Fairbanks would be required,

Since the trail was builg mining has declined and = monthly sevice
from F{. Yukon to Beaver meete the requirements.It is poseible that if there is
& meil sevice to Beazver it will be by elrplane.

As Mr, Yash states there has been no travel exc
ept a8 few trappers
and Road Commigsion.dgg teams during the pastyear,nor s there 1lisble to bepp

Y

anything furtheQ, dur&ng the coming year.

W

Very truly yours

H.G.Haslenm
Supt .

-




Bubject; Standard report on Enowshoe Beaver trail;

To H.G.Haslem Supt., Fairbanks Alaska,

1
2

4ARE THERE ANY UNUSUALLY DIFFICULT GRADEE OX THY® ROUTE No

December 17 1028

LENGTH OF THAIL 117 kiles.

DISTANCES BETWEEN SHELTER GABINS OR OTHER SHELTER.

Snow shoe to Bend {Beaver Bluff) 20 miles

Bend to Trappers cabin - ' H L
Trappers Cebin to Fossdl creek cebin 6 " R
Possil creek to Moose Johns g =
licose Johns to New cabin (Summit Creek) g 0 e
New Cabin to Victoria Creek cabin 13 * e
Victoria Creek csbin to Bull creek cabin 10 # : s
Bull creek to larsons #1 12 AR
Larsons #1 to A.R.C. Cabin 7 " s
AR.C.Cabin o Lepsons #2 5 " S
Larsens #2 to Beaver 12 * S

The cabin referred to as trappers cabin ie not &n A.R.C. cabin This cabin was
built by Billy Gates but is now owned by John Millovitch (Moose John).This
cabin is not right on the trall but 1« about 1000 feet off o the right of
the trail at the first crossing of the Beaver River.This cabin is always open
and any one Gesireing to stop is slways welcome.

The cebin referred to as loose Johns is not an A.R.C.Cabin.This cgbin was built and
is owned end meintzined by John ¥illovdtch, & trapper and prospector, who

cccupies it during both the winter and summer months.This cabin is always oven and
any one caught out is welcome to stop in it.

The cgbin referred to =@ Lacscﬁs #1 45 not an A.R.C.Cabin.This cabin was bullt
and is owned by Gus Larson who uses it during thw winter.This cabin is about
off of the trail.

At this point only on the opposite side ahd close to ths trail a cabin was
erected this winter.For description etc. see item#ll.

The cabin referred to as Larsons #2 is not an A.BR.C.Czhin.This cabinn also
belongs to Gus Larson who occuples it during both the winter and summer months.

ANY BRIDGZ'S REQUIRE RENEWAL

Between Larsons f1 and the A.R.C.Cabin two bridges weee washed out last spring
and between the A.R.C.Cabin and Beaver One bridge was washed out and enother one
1e in such poor condition that it 1s not safe to use 4t .Each of these creeks
would require a span

—
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of approximately 30 feet.They are herd creeks to cross especlally if one
has a long sled as they are about 10 feet wide at the bottom end the banks
are rather etecp.istimated cost to replace these four bridges $500,00,Put
considering the fact that there is no travel over this trail they do not
really need replacing.Last year the only travel over this trail was when
Lieut. Itschner and I went to Beaver after Chas. Meyben and his cook and

two men who walked over the trgil in sarly November.The first 30 miles ¥orth
of the Onowshoe is used by one trapper as & trap line and the first 35 miles
South from Beaver is used by znothre trapper as & trap line. :

ANY NE¥ BRIDGEE REQUI RED XO,
I8 GRADING REQUIRED OF STETP APPROACHEE NOT REQUIRING B*{IDGIETG XO.

IF BRIDGES HEQUIRED STATE TYFE, OPAN, DISTANCE TC WHAREST SUITARLE BRIDGE TIMBERS
AND ESTIMATED COST OF BRIDGE None required.

- DOES TRAIL DRIFT OR GLACIER BADLY IN PLACES

Practically three guarters of the entire length of this trall is subject to
drifts.

Between snowshoe end the bend cabin on the lsft limit of Wickersham creek

the trail 1s on the side hill.on this side hill there are four glaciers forming
but they will not interfore whith vwhat little traffic there is.

The Beaver river, Victoris creek and all lgkes on this trail are subject th
overflows.

IS TRAIL LOCATED IN PART ON A STREAM OR LAKS

Yes. About 5 miles from the bend cadin the trail hits the Beaver river and
follows it for zbout three miles, then takes a portege for about 2 miles,

then follows the river azsin for sbout a2 mile to the Fossil creek cxbin,

There are varous trails cut here. Une crosses the river and folows the right
limit to the Fossil creek cabin.This piece of trall has been gbandoned

as it was much longer snd was very rough.

Eince this trall was cot the river has changed its cheannel in two places and

has washed out the trail so that now it is impasszble on asccount of the

steep banks of the river it being impossidle to get up or down then with o

Aoz eled of any size.

Another trail which crosses the river three times in as many miles is sometimes us
used.late 1n the winter the river is traveled as much as possidle,but this is .
rather indefinite ms the Beaver river is full of warm springs which czuses much op( -
open water and thin ice. , : ‘
Between the Hew cabin and the Bull creek cabin the ¢rail follows Victoria creek
for gbout 1 mile. _
Botween Larsons cabin #1 and the A.R.C. e¢abin 17 miles South of Beaver the
trail the trall crosses three lakes for an entire distance of gbout one mile.
Between Larsons cabin #2 and Beaver the trall the trail follows lakes and
sloughs for ebout four miles.?nd crosses end follows up the Yukon river for
gbout three miles,




1§ LAXRE THERE NIGGERHEADS, ROCKS, STUMPS, BRUSH ETC WHICH REQUIRE RTMOVAL
There is a plentiful supply of niggerheads on this trail, the cost of :
remeveing same would be prohibitive the amount of travel would not Jjustify
spending any money removeing them.
There are no rocks.
Stumps are quite numerous especially on the section from Snowshoe to the
bend cabin.This plece of trail was evidently cut in the winter time when
the snow was deep.The trees were not cut off at the ground as the stumps stand
up in places as high a8 & foot and in places more.This condition mekeg toush
going over this trall especially when there is 1ittle snow on the ground.
The under brush willows etc are getting pretty thick down in the Tukon flets.
iIn another year or so tiis brush will have to be removed or else the section of
the trail from Larsons #1 will be Impassable,

11 WHA? IS CCRDITICY OF SHELTER CABINS AND STOVES. i\
. Snowshoe (formerly a road house) L
tocation On top of a ridge at the haad of Wickersham Creck. ¢ ¢
Cabin good
gtove "
Pipe L L
Bsnd cebin Sl o
Location Left limit of Beayer river.
Size 12xil gabled roof
Condition TNow
Has door cloth window no floor
Bunk room for four.
Etove good
Pipe N &
Headroom 6 ﬁeet.
This cabin was dbuilt in the spring of 1928 by John Millovitch for the A,R.C. ;
Cost $150.00. The old cavin located in this vicinity was washed into the river |
lust spring. The new cebin is in a different location co there is no danger of E
its being washed into the river.It was built sbout a half mile farther along on t
trail and is fully 2 quarter of a mile from the river.

rappers cabin. |
I was not in this cabin and sow it only in the d-rk so cannot givc any descriptiol
wf it.

Fossll Creek cabin v

Location Right limit of the Beaver river about 7 mile below the mouth of Fossil
creek.

Sige 10x12 Gzbled roof

Condition good

Has door no windows no floor

Punk room for two -

Stove and Pipe good




Moose Jolms (Owned by John milloviteh)

Location Right 1limi$ of Beaver river sbout 7 miles below the Fossil creek csbin
B8ize 12x13 Gabled roof

Condition good

liss dsor windows ond floor

Cne buniz, plenty of room on floor for travelers.

Etove good

Pipe f#

Yeow Cabin. {fo called becnuse it 4s & new cabin which was built two or three

years ago by Cus larson for the ARC. To replace a cabin which
wge close to the sumnit of Winceton pass whick burnt down)

Location Vouth of Summit oreek Right 1limit Left limit of Beaver river

fize 12x14  Gabled roof '

Condition good

Hag door cloth windov  ne floor.

2mk roon for four

Btove good ' -

Pipe L

“Victoria Creek cabin

Location Left limit of Victorle creek abomi 13 miles from the New cabin
8ize 12212 Gabled roof

Condition New

Hag door  no window mno floor

Bunk room for five

- Btove good

Pipe LA L

This is 2 new cabin erected in December 1328 by the A.R.C. Estimated cost
$2§07'00~

Bl Creelr Cobin {referred o in ;ust yeers report as the Victoria creek cabinm)
Location Mouth of Bull creek 1eft 1imit, left limit of Vietoria creek, -
Size 12xll Qabled roof
Condftion good

Hag goor cloth window no floor
”m:kroom for two

stpve goo&

z‘ipw en
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Larsons Usbin #1 (Owned by Gus Larsond

Location Left limit of a small creek in the Yukon flats at the foot of the hills
Bize 12x12 Flat roof % féet of headroom.

Condition THRY POIR

Heg door no windows no floor

Bunk roon for dne

Etove ROTTIN

Pipe L

AWR.Ce Cabin

Location Practically the same as cagbin described zbove,.

Zize 12x12 Gsbled roof

Condition New

Eos door 0o windows no floore

Bunk roow for five

Stove good

Pipe "ogn

This ic & new cabin erected in November 1928 by the A.R.C.Estimated cost $200.00

LeR.C. Cabin ,}'18

uocation Right linit of a swmall creaz in the Tukon Flhte 17 wiles South of Beaver
Cize 12x1% Gabled roof

Condltion good

Has door windows no floor

Bunkroon for four

Etove good

Pipe " 6H

Larsons Cabin {2 (Cwned by CGus larson)

Locetion Left limit of tne Beaver river zbout 12 miles from Beaver
Bize 12x12 Flat roof

Condition good

Has door windows and floor.

Baalroon Jor one

Stove good

Pipe ,"' 5!!

D a0ITIONAL SZRLIUR CABINS WEEDED GIVE LOCATION ATD BSTIMATE OF COST.
Hone reguaired.

WHAT IS THE CHARACTIR AXD AMOUNT 0¥ THE TRAFFIC O THZ ROUTE L

This route con bs and is occapionaly used for o double ender trall from

Snowshoe to the bend cabif.From there to Peaver nothing but a sled and zoot trail.
mhrough ltravel is very light.

Cay BQUTZ BE USED A8 A SUMKER TRAIL AXD IS IT 80 USED
This route can be used as a sumser treil from maowshoe to the Dend csbin only.

/
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"in o wind storm it woulld be almost imbossible $o follow the trail.

- follow. In the open places the tripods are poorly located aud they are too

CAR ROZITE Zﬁx USED AE A SLED ROAD AND SHOULD IT BT IMPROVED FOR SUCK USE
Yo : '

I8 ROWL HELL MARKED A¢D EASILY POLLOWED

From Snowshoe to the Fossll creek cabin the route 1s well merked mnd essily
followed,

From the Foesll creek cabin td the New csbin there sre seversl large open places
which zre subject to heavy wind storme.Tripeds have been erecied on these
open places but they are too far apart.They range in distance of300 to 2000
feet apart.I¥ some instances they are 5o lacated that one cannot see from one
to smother even in broad deylight.If ezught out in one of these open places

Prom the New cabin to the top of Kingston Pass the trail is well blazed and
easy to follow,

From the top of Xingsion Pess to where the trall crosses Tictoris creek a
distence of about ten miles the grzil is iIn open country.There cre o few

tripods 4» thiz section but they also ere too far apart end the seme ccnditions | -

exist as these described sbove.

From where the trail crosses Victoria crsek teo the Bull creek cabin, the trail
is mostly in scrobby spruce timber, with an occasional lerze open vlamce,
Vhere the treil ic in the timber it 1s very poorly blazed emd is very hard to

far epart.This section of trall 1s in a flat coumtry being in the creek valley
Tor some unknown reason or other the trail zigzags back and forth across the

flats,adding considersble to the distence.This was provably ﬁene to evoid havein . -

to cut to mmch trail.
From the Bull creck cabin to Beamver dbhs trail is well blaged and merked except

in two places.About J wiles out from Beaver the trail follows a lake for about

three miles,Tuis lake 1s very nerrow and crooked.Thepe are no tripods or marks
of any kind {0 guide a person over this section.If one had never been over this
plece of trail before it would be irmozelbe for them to follow the trail
unless they had a guide.‘l’ne last three miles of the trail are on the Tukon
river.If sled or other tracke are not viclole on this section one has to depend
upon his own judgement and good luck to end up at Beever,

Considering the fact that travel is so 1éeht over this trail I woumld suegest
that no further worl whatever be dene upon it.

If such & thing should over come to Ppass that travel would get hesvy unon this
trail or was used ss 2 mell trall considerabls work would have to be done to
put it in first class condition.There would have to be a lot of new treil ocut
Kiggerheads removed, stumps removed,tripods erected in open places and brid,ges
built,

Yours very truly

Frank Nash
Jr.BEnzineer
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