
December 19 1928
Major D.H.Gillette,

Engineer Officer, A.R.U.,
Juneau Alaska,

Dear Sir;
Enclosed herewith standard report on Snowshoe-Beaver trail,

Route 234, submitted by Frank Nash after recent trip by dog team.

Object of the trip was primarily to bring in Chas. Mayben and cook

from Beaver.Mayben was foreman of project in the Chandalar district during the

past season end did not get work completed there in time to catch the last boat.

Enroute from Beaver two new shelter cabins were constructed on this geht

trail as shown in this report.
This report supercedes a similar report dated December 12 1927.

My opinion is that no further improvement or even maintenance is justified on this

trail as long as the present lack of travel continues.This trail wax built several

years ago when it looked as though there would be considerable mining activity in
the Chandclar,the Chandelar, and © mail service, from Fairbanks would be required.

Since the trail was built mining has declined and a monthly sevice
from Ft. Yukon to Beaver meets the requirements.It is possible that if there igs

a@meil sevice to Besver it will be by airplane.
As Mr. Nash states there has been no travel except a few trappersand Road Commission. dog teams during the pastyear,nor 4s there liable to be
x

anything further ; during the coming year.
wo

Very truly yours

H.G.Haslem
Supt ° =



Subject; Standard report on fnowshoe Beaver trail;
To H.G.Haslem Supt., Fairbanks Alaska,

1

2

ARE THERE ANY UNUSUALLY DIFFICULT GRADES ON THR ROUTE Wo

December 17 1928

LENGTH OF TRAIL 117 Miles.
DISTANCES BETWEEN SHELTER CABINS OR OTHER SHMLTER.
Snow shoe to Bend (Beaver Bluff) 20 miles
Bend to Trappers cabin - " sgn he

Trappers Cabin to Fossdl creek cabin 6 #

Fossil creek to Moose Johns gs
Moose Johns to New cabin (Summit Creek) gH eee
New Cabin to Victoria Creek cabin 13 Cf on

4

Victoria Creek cabin to Bull creek cabin 10 4 Ve
Bull creek to Larsons #1 le 8 on
Larsons #l to A.R.C. Cabin 17 poe
AReC.Cabin £0 Larsons #e 5 Hi eos
Larsens #2 to Beaver 12 4

The cabin referred to as trappers cabin is not an A.R.C. cabin.This cabin was
built by Billy Gates but is now owned by John Millovitch (Moose John).This
cabin is not right on the trail but 1s about 1000 feet off to the right of
the trail at the first crossing of the Beaver River.This cabin is always open
and any one desireing to stop is always welcome.

The cabin referred to as Mosse Johns is not an A.R.C.Cabin.This cabin was built an¢
is owned end maintained by John Millovdtch, a trapper and prospector, who
occupies it during both the winter and sumer months. fhis cabin is always open and
any one caught out is welcome to stop in it.

The cabin referred to ag Leesons #1 4s not an A.R.C.Cabin.This cabin was bullt
and is owned by Gus Larson who uses it during thw winter.This cabin is about
off of the trail.
At this point only on the opposite side and close to the trail a cabin was
erected this winter.For description etc. see item#11.

The cabin referred to as Larsons fe is not an A.B.C.Cahin.This cabinn also
belongs to Gus Larson who occupies it during both the winter and summer months.

ANY BRIDGE'S REQUIRE RENEWAL
Between Larsons #1 and the A.R.C.Cabin two bridges weee washed out last spring
and between the A.R.C.Cabin and Beaver One bridge was washed out and enother one
4e in such poor condition that it 1s not safe to use 4t.Each of these creeks
would require a span _



ip

of approximately 30 feet.They are hard creeks to cross especially if onehas a long sled as they are about 10 feet wide at the bottom and the banksare rather steep.istimated cost to replace these four bridges $900.00.Butconsidering the fact that there is no travel over this trail they do notreally need replacing.Last year the only travel over this trail was whenLieut. Itschner and I went to Beaver after Chas. Mayben end his cook and
two men who walked over the trail in early November.he first 30 miles Northof the Snowshoe is used by one trapper as a trap line and the first 35 milesSouth from Beaver is used by snothre trapper as a trap line.

ANY NEY BRIDGES REQUI RED NO,

18 GRADING REQUIRED OF STEEP APPROACHNS NOP REQUIRING BRIDGING NO,

If BRIDGES REQUIRED STATE TYPE, SPAN, DISTAICE TO NUAREST SUITARLE BRIDGE TIMBERS
AND ESTIMATED COST OF BRIDGE None required.

DOES TRAIL DRIFT OR GLACIER BADLY IN PLACES
Practically three quarters of the entire length of this trail is subject to
drifts.
Betveen snowshoe end the bend cabin on the left Limit of Wickersham creek
the trail is on the side hill.on this side hill there are four glaciers forming
but they will not interfere whth what little traffic there is.
The Beaver river, Victoria creek end all lakes on this trail are subject th
overflows.

IS TRATL LOCATED IN PART ON A STREAM OR LAKS
Yes. About 5 miles from the bend cabin the trail hits the Beaver river and
follows it for about three miles, then takes a portage for about 2 miles,
then follows the river arsin for about a mile to the Fossil creek cxbin.
There are varovus trails cut here. One crosses the river end folows the right
limit to the Fossil creek cabin.This piece of trail has been abandoned
as it was much longer and was very rough.
€ince this trail was cot the river has changed its channel in two places and
has washed out the trail so that now it is impassable on account of the
steep banks of the river it being impossible to get up or down then with a
fog sled of eny size.
Another trail which crosses the river three times in as many miles is sometimes us
used.Late in the winter the river is traveled as much as possible,but this is
rather indefinite as the Beaver river is full of warm springs which causes much op! .—

open water and thin ice. ,

Between the Hew cabin and the Bull creek cabin the trail follows Victoria creek
for about 1 mile.

.

Between Larsons cavin #1 and the A.R.C. cabin 17 miles South of Beaver the
trail the trail crosses three lakes for an entire distance of about one mile. |

Between Larsons cabin #2 and Beaver the trail the trail follows lakes and
Sloughs for ebout four miles.Znd crosses and follows up the Yukon river for
sbout three miles.



16 ARE THERE NIGGHRHEADS, ROCKS, STUMPS, BRUSH ETC WHICH REQUIRE REMOVAL
There {s a plentiful supply of niggerheads on this trail, the cost of
remeveing same would be prohibitive the amount of travel vould not justify
spending any money removeing them.
There are no rocks.
Stumps are quite numerous especially on the section from Snowshoe to the
bend cabin.This plese of trail was evidently cut in the winter time when
the snow was deep.The trees were not cut off at the ground as the stumps stand
up in places as high eas e foot and in places more.This condition makes tough
going over this trail especially when there is little snow on the ground.
The under brusi willows etc are getting pretty thick down in the Yukon flets.
in another year os 60 this crush will have to be removed or else the section of

|the trail from Larsons #1 will be Impassable.

ll WHA? IS CONDITION OF SHELTER CABINS AND STOVES. y
- Snowshoe (formerly a road house)

Location On top of a ridge at the head of “ickersham Creek. ©

Cabin good
Stove 4%

Pipe % gf

Bend cabin
Location Left Limit of Beaver river.
Size l2xih gabled roof
Condition New
Has door cloth window no

floorBunk room for four.
Stove good
Fipe " 6"
Headroom 6 weet.
This cabin was built in the spring of 1928 by John Millovitch for the A,R.C.
Cost $150.00. The old caoin located in this vicinity was washed into the river |

lest spring. The new cabin is in adifferent location to there ia no danger of |

its being washed into the river.It was built about a half mile farther along on ¢
trail and is fully ea quarter of a mile from the river.

lyappers cabin.
|I was not in this cabin ond

1

sew it only in the dork so cannot give
¢

any descriptio!
wt it.

Fossil Creek cabin
.

Location
Right

limit of the Beaver river about 4 mile below the mouth of Fossil
creek.
Size 1Oxle2 Gebled roof
Condition good
Has éoor no windows no floor
Bunk room for two -

Stove and Pipe good



Moose Johns (Owned by John millovitch)
Location Right limit of Beaver river ebout 7 miles below the Fousil creek cabin
Sice Loxlé Gabled roof
Condition good
Uss dsor windows end floor
One bunir, plenty of room on floor for travelers.
Eteve good
Pipe #

New Cabin. {fo called because it is a new cabin which was built two or three
years ago by @as larson for the 4.R.C. To replace « cabin which
wee Close to the summit of Kinseten pass which burnt down)

Location Mouth of Sumit oreek Right Limit Left limit of Beaver river
Give L2xih Gabled roof
Condition good
Bag Goor cloth window ne floor.
Bunk room for four |

Stove good |

-
Pipe 4 64

YAictoria Creek cabin
Location heft limit of Victerdc creek about 13 miles from the New cabin
Sise lext2 Gabled roof
Condition New
Hag door no window no floor
Bunk roon for five

Stove good
Pipe * 68
This 4s a new cabin erected in December 1928 by the A.R.C. Estimated cost
9250-00.
Bull Creel: Cobin (referred to in :ast years report as the Victoria creek cabin)
Location Mouth of Bull creek left limit, left limit of Victoria creek, :
Size L2x1h Gabled roof
Condfition good
Has foor cloth window no floor
Duni¢room for two
Stove good
Pip,

6"



le
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Larsons Cabin #1 (Owned by Gus Larson?
Location Left limit of a small creek in the Yukon flats at the foot of the hilis
Sive Lexl2 Flat roof § féet of headroom.
Condition VERY POOR
Hes door no windows ne floor
Bunk room for ane
Stove ROPION
Pipe f

65H

AWR.C. Gabin
Location Fractically the same as cabin deserlbed ahove.
Sice LOxle Gabled roof
Condition New
Hes door no windews no floor.
Bunk room for five
Stove good
Pipe " 68
This 4s a new cabin erected in November 1928 by the A.R.C. Estimated cost $200.00

AeoRsC. Cabin P13

Location Bight Linit of a small cregic in the Tukon Flite 17
x

wiles South of Beaver
Size 12x14 Gabled roof
Condition good
Has door windows no floor
Bunicroom for four
Stove good
Pipe " 68

Larsona Cabin #2 (CGwmed by Gus larson)
Locetion Left Limit of tne Beaver river about 12 miles from Beaver
Eige 12x12 Flat roof
Condition good
Has door windows and floor.
Bunlzrvoam for one
Stove good
Pipe x“ a
TP ADDITIONAL SueLiICa CAQIR NEEDED QIVE LOCATION AND MGTIMATE OF COST.
None reguired.

WaT IS THE CHARACTUR AND AMOUNT OF THR TRAPPIC ON THE ROUTE
This route can be and is occanionaly used for o double ender trail from
Snowshoe to the bend cabin.Irom there to Beaver nothing but u

gled
and Zoot trail.

Throvgh
travel is very light.

CAN ROUTE BE USED AS A SUNMEAR TRAIL AND IS IT 80 USED
This ‘route can be used as a sumer trail from eaowshoe to the Bend cabin only.

/
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“4n a wind storm it would be almost imbossible to follow the trall.

- follow. In the oven places the tripods are poorly loceted and they ere too

CAN ROUTEme
USED AS A SLED ROAD AND SHOULD If BE IMPROVED FOR SUCH USE

No

is ROURE WELL MARKED 40D EASILY FOLLOWED
From Snowshoe to the Fossil creek cabin the route 1s well marked and easily
followed,
From the Fossil creek cabin td the New cabin there are severel larce open places
which ere subject to heavy wind storme.Tripods have been erected on these
open places but they are too far apeart.They range in distance efJ00 to 2000
feet apart.IN some instances they are so lacated that one cannot see from one
to enother even in broad daylight.If caught out in one of these open places

From the Ney cabin to the top of Kingston Pass the trail is well blazed and
easy to follow.
From the top of Kingston Rass to where the trail crosses Victoria creek a
aistance of about ten miles the grail is In open sountry.There ore 2 few
tripods 6m this eection but they also are too far

apert
and the seme ecnditions |

.
exist as these described above.
Prom where the trail croases Victoria crsek to the Bull creek cabin, the trail
is mostly in scrobby spruce timber, with an occasional large open place,
Where the trail is in the timber it is very poorly blazed end 4s very hard to

far epart.This section of trall le in a flat comtbry being in the creek valley
for some unknown reason or other the trail zigzags back and forth across the
flats,adding considerable to the distance.This was probably tone

to svoid havein. ‘

to cut to much trail.
From the Bull cresk cabin to Beaver the trail ie well blaced ena merked except
in two places.About 9 miles out from Beaver the trail follows a iske for about ti
three miles.Tnis lake is very narrow and crooied.These are no tripods or marks
of any kind to guide a parson over this section.If one had never been over this
pleca of trail before it would de immossibe for them to follow the trail
mnless they hada guide.The last three miles of the trail are on the Tukon
river.If sled or other tracks are not visiovle on this section one has to depend
upon his own judgement and good luck to end up at Beever,

Considering the fact that travel is 50 léeht over this trail I would suecest
that uo further work whatever be done upon it.

If such « thing should over come to pass that travel would get heavy upon this
trail or was used as a mail trail considerable work would have to be done to
put it in first class condition.There would have to be a lot of new trail cut
Niggerheads removed, stumps removed,tripods erected in open places and

vridgesbuilt.

Yours very truly

Frank Nash
Jr.Engineer

1




