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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
FAIRBANKS ALASKA

May 24, 1946

Mr, Robert W. Cranston,Foreman,
Alaska Road Commission, :
Ruby, Alaska,

Dear Sir:

Reference your letter of May 23rd and previous
letters.

According to them, you have the right ldea as
to what 1s to be done, so the best I can say 1s "go ahead
and use your own Jjudgment,"

Efforts are being extended to secure additional
equipment but so far nothing has shown up that would be
of any use to us down there. We will continue to be on
the lookout for any suitable equipment, '

Your orders have been placed with the garage
and warehouse and if not received as expected, advise
me accordingly and efforts will be made to speed up thelr
delivery.

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash
FN/d Superinten&ent
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
FAIRBANKS = ALASKA
June 3, 1946

Alaska Roed Commission,
Juneau, Alaska,

Gentlement

Reference your letter of May 10, in regard to bids for
groceries at Ruby. After giving this mat{er considerable thought,

it has been determined that in view of all conditions, it is
advisable to accept the bid of the Northern Commerciai

Company.

From past experiences it 1s known that considerable
difficulties and no end of additional work would arise from
confusion if the bid was split item by item.

I feel confident that under present and probable future
uncertain conditions that all three bidders are not anxious for
the business and that there will be no resentment on the part of
the other dealers,

Very truly yours,

" Frank Nash
Superintenéent




Yl

ADDRESS REPLY TO

ALASISA ROAD .LOMMISSION

.

© @
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

May 10, 1946.

Alaska Road Commission,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Gentlemen:

We return herewith all bids forwarded with your letter
of the 8th, for groceries at Ruby. The normal procedure, of
course, is to make award by item on bids of this sort, but
if you feel that the confusion would be too great 1f we split
the order among the various dealers then you are authorized to
accept the bid of the Northern Commercial Company who offer
most of the items at the lowest aggregate price. In that case
show on Form 1036 for the btoc“man bid that he offered too few
items to render bid worthy of consideration.,

We do not know how conditions are at Ruby and how anxious
the dealers there are for this little business. We should
risk some inconvenience for our foreman and make award by
item if award as a whole is likely to cause resentment on
the part of the other dealers.

Very truly yours,

4
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE@WR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSI
FAIRBANKS ' ALASKA

May 8, 1946
Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemens

Enclosed herewith you will find bids as submitted by the
Northern Commercial Co., A. J. Stockman and Stanley Nichols of
Ruby for the purchase of groceries at that point during the coming
Season.

These bids total as follows: N, C. Co. $3007.23, Nichols
$3089,12 and Stockman $1740,02, In checking over these bids, you
will find that both Nichols and Stockman failed to give a price
on several items which are very essential in the feeding of men.
In view of this, it was believed necessary to accept the N, C.
Co. bid. You will note that the N, C. Co. gave us & price on 113
items, Stockman 94 items and Nichols 94 items, including fresh
vegetables which will probably never be obtainable at Ruby.

Please advise us by radio as soon as possible of this
is OKay.

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash
Superintenéent




. to guess as to when 1t will get

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMIBSSION
FATREANKS ALASKA ‘
April 19, 1946
Mr. Albert M, Yrjana,
Ruby, Alaska,
Dear Sir:

Reference your letter of April 9, in regard to
timber for bridges on the Ruby-Poorman Road. .

As no one from this office has been over the
Ruby-Poorman Road for years, it is impossible for us

. to state as to how many logs we will raquire& as we
4

do not know the condition of all the old bridges.

Our intentions for work during the coming
supmer are to get the road fixed at least to Long Creak
for use by trucks and from Long Creek to Poorman for
tractors, '

We have considerable lumber ordered for Ruby
but due to wvarious circumstances, it is impossible
%here. :
In view of this, I suggest that you use your
own judgment and if possible get out for use between
Ruby and Long Creek about 100 logs, 16 to 20 feel long,
6 4nches at the small end, Payment to be later on a
1lineal foot basis.

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash
FN/d Superinten&ent




Ruby, Alaska,
April 9,1946.

Mr.Frank Nash,
Superintendant Alaska Road Commission,
Fairbanks, Alaska;

Dear Jir:-

In raference to your letter of April 2, to Stanley Nichols
regarding bridge timbers for bridges on the Ruby = Poorman Road; we
would like more details .

Does the Alaska Road Commission want us to take a contract
to furnish them and if so, what length and size wanted- and whether
peeled or with the bark left on; also how many required and what
would you expect to pay for them. Would also hire out to to the work.

The timbers for Monument, Ophir, Slough ,Spangle and Spruce ,
also 4th July Bridges would have to come out of the Salatna Flats and
would have to be gotten before breakup as the flats will be flooded and
thawed out later on making it impossible to get them out. Timbers for
Bear Pup and Long Creek Bridges ean be gotten from Glen Gulch which is
approximately three miles from Long Creek. For the 13 ead 14 mile bridges
Possibly enough timbers could be found on the 11 wile - if not- the could
taken on the Yukon River and hauled there.

Thanking you for an early reply,

I am, Yours sin-cerely,

o8



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

April 10, 1946

Mr. Frank Nash,
Superintendent, A. R. C.,
Fairbenks, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

A small supply of salvaged lumber, made
up from a list of availeble sizes, has been
ordered for the Ruby bridges, together with a
few items for Fairbanks. This is covered by the
attached requisitions Nos. 2971 and 2972.

This lumber will be shipped to you if and
when transportation is available.

Very truly yours,

Ior 7

Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer.

Encs.




BISHOP MOUNTAIN TRADING CoO.

STANLEY NICHOLS, OWNER
GALENA, ALASKA

RUBY

Mareh 20, 1946

Mr, Frank Nash, Supt.
Alaska Road Commission,
FPairbanks, Alaska.,

Dear Frank: ‘

Albert Yrjana came into town yesterday from
the ereeks, he has asked me to write you. As long as
you are planning work on the road this summer he thought
you would like to know the condition of the bridges.

Only the Salatna nd the 13 mile bridge can
be erossed by a small cat or truck.

Monument, Ophir, Spangle, 4th of July and Spruce
are in bad condition.

Without temporary bridges Poorman will be
isolated, they would have to follow the ridges with thelr

cats.

Albert suggests that if the timbers to fix the
bridges were cut and hauled before the thaw, it would
greatly simplify matters, as they are obtainable one to two
niles below the bridges, in swampy ground,

The above notes are from conversation with Albert,
and I trust they will be of use to you.

With kindest persoenal regards,

Stanle;ﬁ m




' ‘ - N
e . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER&K X
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
FAIRBANKS ALASKA

April 2, 1946

Mr, Stanley J, Nichols,
Ruby, Alasksa,

Dear Sir:

Reference your letter of March 20, in regard
to bridge timbers,

As our intentions are to get a passable
tractor road through to Poorman during the coming
fummer, several bridge timbers and considerable lumber
will be required. If they sre cut and landed alongside
the road before the breakup, 1t will be of considerable
help to us. In view of which, 1t is requested that you
contact Albert Yrjana and adv{se him that we will use
any and all suitable timbers that he may land at bridge
sites or alongside the road.

Arrangements for payment will be made at as
early a date as possible,

Please advise as to whether or not any sawed
timber will be available at Ruby. We will require
considerable lumber for bridge work, camp, ete, We
have contacted the Army in efforts to secure lumber
from them, but to date have met with no success,

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash
FN/d : Superinten&ent
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Rk}i"ARTﬁﬁ.:. NT OF THE INTERIOR .

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
FAIRBANKS ALASKA

September 27, 1945

Ruby Lumber Company,
Ruby, Alaska.

Gentlements

Mr. Ole Romunstad advises that he secured 5 pieces
12" x 16! planks from you.

Please forward your bill for this at your earliest
convenience.

Enclosed herewith you will find one woucher. If
the check is to be made out to the Ruby Lumber Company, write
that in on the line arter the word "Payee" which is designatea
by 2 pencil crossmark and the individual signing it shall write
his name on the line after the word "Per" which is designateda
by two pencil crossmarks; on the same line after the word
nTitle® write in owner or partner, whichever the case may be.
It the check is to be made out to an individual, all that is
necessary is for that person to sign the voucher on the line
after the word "Fayee." In signing be sure to use pen and ink.

Please do not put any other writing or figures on
the voucher,

Very truly yours,

FN/a Frank Nash,
Encl, Superintendent







. DEPARTHENT OF THE INTHRI
ALASKA ROAD COMIISSION
FAIRBANKS ALASKA

October 5, 1945

¥r, Ole Romunstad,
Ruby, Alaska,

Dear Sir:
Your attention is called to the last paragraph of my letter of

Seprember 14,

{
: Again we are enclosing herewith two of Form W-4. You are

requested to have Attilio Kenet fill out and sign both of these Forms
and return them to this office ab as early a date as possible.

It is absolutely necessary that we have these Forms before
Mr, Kenet can be paid, We are holding up your August and September
Time Sheets until the requested Farms are received,

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash,
Superintendent




. DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
FAIRBANKS ALASKA

September 1, 1945

Mr. Ole Romun: tad,
Ruby, Alaska,

Dear Sir:

: Your time for August received and checks will be forwarded as
soon as possible, However, before this can be done a little more
intformation is necessary.

It is noted that during August you worked 22 days, Sweetsir
22 days and Kenet 22 days. I believe thatsome of this time was put
in on the Ruby Airfield and scme on the road. Please advise how many
days each one worked on the Airfield.

- Enclosed herewith you will tind 2 of Form W-4. Please have

Kenet £111 them out, sign them and return them to this office at as
early & date as possible.

Very truly yours,

PN/d Frank Nash,
Superintendent



DEPARTMENT OF THE . INTFRIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISS ION
FATRBANKS ALASKA

[\uguat 22 3 19 L5

Mr.0le Romunstad,
Ruby, Alaska .

Dear Sir:

Inderstand our grader and possibly a truck has been used at
Ruby during the summer., Please advise how many days the grader was
used, stating separately how many days on the road and how many on
the airtield, The same applies to the truck or any other equipment
we have down there, -

Another thing that I would like to know is: how much
gasoline have we at Ruby? Alsco, are there any drums there marked
S. Hs G0.7

Please advise in regard to the above at as early a date as
possible,

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash,
Superintendent




EPARTMENT OF TE INTERIOR .
ALASKA ROAD COMMISS ION ‘
FAI BANKS ALASKA

P.0. BOX 1600

August 21, 1945

kr, Harry B, Leonard,
Wiseman, Alassla.

Dear Sir:

. Ref'erence your letter of Augurst 18, in regard to the
rental of tractor by citizens of Wiseman for hauling wood,

Please be advised that this can probably be arranged,
however, I cannot authorize it without first securing approval
from Juneau Headquarters. If such a rental is autho rized, it
will have to be under the following conditivns: Someone must
furnish this office with a sworn statement to the effec t that
there is no other means available to move the necessary fuel,
interested parties will have to furnish all fuel and an
operator and pay a rental charge of $15.00 per eight hour day
for the use of the tractir and some responsible person will
have to assume the obligation of collecting rental charges ,

: This matter will be taken up with Juneau for approval;
upan receiving their reply you will be advi.seu_ accordingly.

In going over previous letters, noticed that you
wanted some more ditching powder. We have none so that will
have to wait until next season. '

Heference my letter of June 7, did you get the sleighs
tixed up so that you can get the gas up from Bettles this
winter? If not, believe it would be a good ldea to get them
fixed up at an early date, Also, if you need another drum of
£38 or two, can send them over by plane,

Very wwuly yours,

FN/a Superintendent




Ruby, Alaska,
July, il, 1945’

Mr. Frank Nash,
Alaska Road Commission,
Fairbanks, Alaska,

Dear Mr. Nash;j

We have asked Ole Romunstad if there was going to be any
work done on the Road to Long Oreek and he said that there was not— as
there was not enough money appropriated so we wish to explain a few
things and ask if some could be appropriated or else grant us permission
to use th e dump truck and the small cat at Long Cresk and the grader
which is out there beyond Long a ways. It is this ~ there are a number
of old fellows who live at Long and Trail Creek whose homex are there
and now the Dodson airways wont land at Long or Trail as the fields
are not safe- and these old fellows need some grub soon also if they
should become unable to get to town how would a fellow get there =
unless the road is made at least a little passable~ There are not
many places to fill - but the ones that are wash outs do n=ed fills.

The Long Creek end- the last five miles to Long Creek uis tough-
We would do the work for our own use as we fesl we should see that they
are taken care of at least a little. We have the business from them
when the camp is mining= but now the roads are tough and would like
to help them if you will grant permission to use soms of the Road
Commission machinery.The road is dry and ndt"souped up " so would be abl
to get the gravel to the bad places alrite.

Would appreciate and early answer, please.

Sincerely,

'Ruby Freight & Lumber Co.,
Ruby, Alaska.



. DEP ARTHENT OF THE INTERIOR.
ALASKA ROAD C(MMISSION
FAIRBANCS - ALAS KA

August 1; 1945

Kr. Albert M. Yrjana,
Ruby, Alaska,

Dear 8ir:

Reference your letter of July 31, in regard to using
Alaska Roaa Commission equipment that is now at Ruby or Long.

Please be advisea that it will ‘be permissable for
vyou to use any and all Alaska Road Commission equipment dn
that section for any road or trail work betweéen Ruby and Lorg
and Trail Creek., It will also be permissable for you.to use
any gasoline, diesel, lubricating oil or grease that we have
there,. None of the arove ¢an be used for any other than road
or trail work,

If any equipment is used, it is recquested that you -
forward to this office a statement showing the milee run,
gallons of fuel used, gallons of oil used, pounds of grease
used and mumber of days worked by each piece of equipment,
degignating them by the ARC numbers which ure on eacl. and
every ltem of equipment.

Very truly yours,

¥Frark ‘Nash,
Fii/d Swerintendent




. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI L’
ALASKA ROAD COMMI 33 ION
FAIRBANKS - ALASKA

P.0. BOX 1600
July - 6, 1945

Mr, Ule Romanstad,
Ruby, Alaska.

Dear 8ir:

Reference your letter with your June time, wierein
you state that the roaa v the Alrfiela is very humpy.

Is there someone at Ruoy who can operate the motor
grader? . How about Tommy Long? Ii ne is there he can do 1lt,
Will pay him -.at the rave of $1.60 per hour for any time he
puts in grading the road, Also, there is a man who I believe
is 1lying ror the Alaska Fire Control Service, who is in ana
out of Ruby and who can operate a grader, and who now has
authority to use our grader on the C.A.A. Roan, If he should
be available, he cando the work and we can pay him for it,

providing he is not already on & Qovernment payroll, His
name 1s Seeas., :

If there 1s anyone else there who can operate the
grader, 4t will be permissable to hire them and have them
make as.umany trips as necessary over the road between Rupy

and the Fleld to put it in good condition.

Very truly yours,

Frank Nash,
FN/d Superintendent




& | )
WAR DEPARTMENT

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

DISTRICT OFFICE
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Rwby slasika Dee 12 1935
Frark Nash
" Falrbanks alaska

Dear Sir: Your letter of Dee¢ 6 at hamd im reply will say I have gose ovaer
the vaclosad shsets carefully axd im the (@rogsery sheet I have iluserted imeolwun
No 6 the imereses 1 think we will need for the gumimg se@som with the same amount
of mem we hud for this sumuer,

I think I have eovared the Cooking gear fully in my order last QOet
yow will mota I have ordered 1 roll Oileloth for the tubles om the encliosed sheet,
! Now im regard to the Seetiom No 1 ia Faragraph 12 , also 13,14,15,16
seetion £ im Puragraph 17,
About Bayo Beams imvemtory of 1935 shows 37# being om hamd at end of the
season gorreet, I thimk if yoa will look at imvemtory for 1934 yowu will fimd about
45 # of Bayo beams gcarried thru the wimtar axd mnsed with those ordered for 1935
This is also trwe for the Red liexicam, and for the Snaall white beans
our @Oo0ks mevar use many beawns during the ss.som and we have beem carryimg them
over amd storimg them at Jalatma and Lomg.
£md abomut the lixtraet of Lemom 1 case was earried over last year at
Salatma also some of the Vamilla too but mot & full case amd that is why we had
1l case of Lemom extraet left this fall.
I have pmt the spices mustard “te im Colunm & om the sheat yo somt
me
Now im regrard to ordars for bridge matsrial such as bolts driftbolts
Ete, 1 suppose you will order all the material such as this for the Span at
Salatma Bridge we will msed drift bolts for oms more bridge to be replaces at
or msar Lomg om 4th July Creek I imtemded to do this this saasom but did not have
time to do so.
We have emough bolts for the X bruaces but will meed probably 50
5/8 x 22" Driftbolts
we will &lso meed for this bridge

7 Bridge washers

3/ 4 Bridge washers for pPile driver

Jet single and dowuble steaeal shell bloeks

600 . TFeet 3/4 " prope for the Pile driver as the ouss ) have are work omt X
100 # Keg 6" spikes

o O
= CiO

100 # " 12" gpikes

25¢ 20 D aails We have 4 Keg 1004 40D spikes at Salatra &ll we will meed
256 10 D muils TOr mext season

25 8 D Nails

we showld have 2 gaw Log Chaims about 16 feet lomg =8 those we have ara
@ll wore out or brokem and tied wp with wire.
I have filled ixr the parts list for the eluteh fur Cat 186 so ] thiuk
you will fimd it 0O K.
Ome ¢f our batteries for the trucks has hole lm top thiuk bast to
have one Or two Dotueries ia reserve all others seam Ok,
‘ Yours Truly

~ , : L, B 7188 ; o
7 Ed Wilkimson é&(/ A TCeend O,




JMFJ- HO}" \4 l.l I;.LI.[&T

FAIRBANES ALASKA

July 29, 1935,

lre.iid."41kinson,
Foeremm, f«ReCey
mby. Alaﬂk.ﬂ.

Deer Sirg
Reference our recent convorsation in regard to yowr finonciol standing,
the following is a statemont of your available money as of July 1, 1935;

Routes $8A & U8R Rub!f-lon{‘;. long=FoormMBNesssssssssssssnssne kI0,000.00
oute 38EA Foormm Fioldeeeescecssscsssvessecssceccssssnse 1'100000
Houte 36AB Imc—'firch Cro0essssssssssssssssssenssessnanas _.___.3‘00!09
Total ellotmontoeeeesses 11,400,00

less lay I’U,Vrouﬁ OlCessncsssensnscssssssssnssssnasenssncs G{)Dg%
Balance o of June 1, 1935¢eessssee 110,700,006

g July Faurolls, liosdhouse bills, Inmbor bill,

0&1’13 bill Deveno and 1\0?1-10]'1101’...l...t...!lt.o...‘.i.‘. 3.5?8,11
Balance ag of -Tuly l. 1035400 evanse 8,031-95

At tho present tino you have eight men employed and Flanagcen hes six
men employed, this meame that your dally payroll will amount teo sprroximetely
80,00, this meens that ycu could continue on at this rate for 190 days, which
mould be until about Uctober 8., But this doos not leave any money to take care
of your local billas for freighting, purchases fram DeVone, loadhovse bills ete.
So if you figure on working that late you will have to lay off scme of your men,
in order to mave como money to take care ofyyour local billa,

Out of the above amounts rmst be saved sufficient money for the repair
of bridgos on route 381E, Your sllotment for the Foorman field iz as noted tbove
11100,00. This amount muat be spent on the fileld only none of it can be used on
any other route and none of the other money ¢an be used on the fileld, the same
applies to the long=Birch Creek Road. Vith the (300,00 alloted for khe BEirch
erock road you can work yourself, a cat driver end 1 laborer for 17 days.

You could increse this by one laborer end work 14 deyn.

Any worlk performod on Houte 38EB Groonstono Croek will habe to come out
of thie allotmont for routes 38A and 38E. See special lettor of thias date.

A revised statement as of August firsg will be forwarded as soon as
possible after your July timebooks end bills have boen recelved.




ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

FAIRBANYS ALASKA
July 3, 1935,

ir, Vme Growdem;
Ruby, Alaska,
Dezr Sirg

Reference your letter of June 15, in rogaxrd to Poorman Aviation Field
ete, According to your letter end one received from Wilkinson there is only
one place at or near losmmen to build a field and that 15 near the road in
the vicinity of the §4 mile vost, :

I will agreeo with you on the locetion btut do not agree tn the vroposed
size of 700 x 1000, Personally I believe that a fleld 2850 or 302 x 1800 would

be more suiteble, All fliewxz thet I have telkod too 1a regard to thils say "cut
down on the width end zive vz more lensth,®

Can a field 300 x 1280 that layes lengthwiece with the prevailing windas
be securad at this loecation,Pplesse advice by telogram.

Glad to hear that you sre coing to be the next camrlsssioner up here.
/e need a feow more good citizens up horo also noed a fow more lcids oround to keep
the schoole poing,

But what I cemnot ficure ont 18, how in hell is Wilkinaon going o lkeep
the trucks going down there if he camot wire up hore for paris.Guess he will
have to ordor evexy thing we have in the shop, in the spring of the yeer so
hat he can get by for the summer,

Havent hed a chance to look for a house wet Mt will do mo risht affser
the 4th,

Very truly yours

¥Yrank Nash
Supte




ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

FAIRBANKS ALASKA

July 3, 1985,

Mp, Ed Wilkineon,
i“ore:rmm, ARCo
Ruby, Alaska,

Doar Idj

Reference your letter of June 13, in regard to the I'oormean Aviation Field,
According to your letter and one from Mr. ime. Crowden dated JunelS, there is
really only oae place to build a field et or near FPoorman, The Creek field on
tailing piles is absolutely out of the question on account of not being able to
secure quit claina Pgdf deed to the graund, the hill top iocuiion on sccount of
no road, So from the looks of things the place for it 12 near ithe road in the
vieinity of the 054 mile posta

ity lpsse, Torrdvorial Highway nglneer was here whon your lotter arrived,
his opinion is that that is the only place to construct the field,

But we do not egree wdth you as to the proposced dimensions which are 800" x
1000', It is believod that a field 200 or 300 feet wide Ly at least 1800 feet long
would be more sultables Can a ficld of thsse dinmsnslons be secured that will
lay lengthwise with the provailinf winds?7? Advise, All pillots that I have talked
to0 say that a field of those dimensions are more sultbeble then a short wide field,
if wind conditions are right, lowever if croses winds are encountered that alters
the situations

ihis matter has bean referred to Junsau and upon hearing from them I will
advise you, as 1o final detalls cic,

I was sorry to hear of irs. Viilkinsons deatli, 1% secns ae tho we heve to
mat up with such things as wo go thru life, so let us hope that it was for the best,

Very tmly yours

JYrenk Nash
Supla
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Ruby Alaska June 18 1935m

Frank Nash,
Sup't ARC
Falrbanks ilaska

Dear Frank;--- Enclosed herewith please find Reportv on Poorman asviation

fleld in ans to your letter of uay 7 1935,

ir Growden and I went over the fields as suggested in Mr Taylors Istter

on June 13 &£14 and we find that there is only one field that should be seriousl
-ly considered it is the ome that yr Taylor looked at when he was here last
summer,

let, No Quitclaim desad can bLe secured om the ground in the 1314 near Poorman
and the ground will be no doubt dredged sometime,

<nde ifiners mining want and will nesd this arsa for tullinge when sliuwcing
their winter dumps in doing so they sluice out the muck on the hillside

80 that all the muck and water will rum on to the proposed field and cannot

be kept off

drde Pilots absolutely refuse to try to landing there account high hill on ome
sideand smokestacks (Gin poles,and rigging on the other and Radio poles Bamrms, an
and town buildings on the emd making too much hazdrds on 3 sides , all pilots I
have talked withare & wuit against this fiseld.

lir Growden and I went over the other field and have come to the following
conclusions .

We believe wat & field 800 X1000 can be made balow the road there for the
monay you have set aside for wages and J P & L &il purchases this summer it will
be best done possibly last 15 days in July if it is dry.

Now this fisld can be extemded <tu 1500 fset in the form of & ~Y=~ oun the
divides botweem Duncan and Tamarack and Sprucs and Tamarack where the road now
tuhks most of the ground will be drybaut with possibly one or two moss hwaps
where the moss was not burmed in the forrest fires all this ground was burnad
over in the summer of 1913 with no green timber left standing all left is dry
stubsand not very thick it can bs easily clearsdof timbor and I think can be

and I think it can be plowed and scrgpedand I think it will bre in th: next y
year with the grader we can roll of the first 50 fest as I did on the Ruby fisld

1 Do not know now the rotary scraper will work in dragging off the moss
but I think it will be good for that purpose I surely hope so but I do know I
can take off a lot of tho moss with the grader,

There may have to be a loang culvert thru this fleld at ths turn in the road
there to carry off the water accwmlating in rogd diteh above ths fisld I
will advise after 1 strip off the moss as to this,

This field will start at the 54 mile post runuiung south 800 feat thence
1000 foeet east then north 800 feet thence 1000 feet to point of beginning

with an addition of 500 feet laver in the form of & Y- to the sastward
Thers is no nining ground negr this field and no Homeste@gds as far
as 1 know,

You will no doubt have the dope on this field by the middle of July
and can advise me in detail ans &s how 1 should proceea with my crew or keap
on with the truck in the maintenace work.

1 hope this report will Dbe clear to you Mr Growdsn will no doubt
also give his opinion as to the feasibility of this fisla,.

fours Resp't

Ed Wilkinson



/

WILLIAM N. GROWDEN
U. 8. COMMISSIDNER AND RECORDER
RUBY, ALASKA

June 15th, 1935.

Mr, Frank Nash,
Supt., .&IRIG.’
Fairbanks, alaska.

Dear friend Frank:

In regard to the location of the Poorman field question, as per
your letter, Ed and I went to Poorman yesterday and looked over the
various sites. To please all the folks out there would require three
fields and two new roads. So the question of trying to please them all
can be eliminated to start with, mo one ever expected to anyway.

The logical place for the field is on the South side of the road
at the 54 Mile. That would put their field just a trifle closer to
Poorman than the Ruby field is to Ruby, following the road.

The Creek location in town is "out®. Even if it were of possible

gufficient width, which it is not, there would be no means of keep1n§
it from being continually covered with muck and waste from the sluleing

from claims above the tenative location.

The hill-top location is a reasonably good place so far as ground
and approaches are concerned, but there is no trail or road to this
place, and is almost, if not, as far from town by the route a road or
trail would have to follow to reach the hiil-top.

Jesse's present winter field is dangerous at any time due to the
fact it is on a hill-side and very bumpy. To try to level off and take
out soft spots would incur unreasonable expense. As a summer field
possibility it does not seem possible to me.

At the 54 Mile post there is available plenty of ground for future
expension, no mining claims within a mile, no homesteads in the vicinity
and all approaches clear with the exception of a few trees which can
be removed in half a day by an ordinary road gang.

I would recommend this location, and a tenative plan of a fielad
of about mot less than 700 feet by 1000 feet. The lay of the land, in
my amateurish desceription, would be making the upper end line start
from the curve in the road about 900 feet above the 54 Mile Post, on
the South side, and then down the road at least 100 feet below the 54
Mile Post, extending a width of not less than 700 feet. On the upper,
or North, side of the road there is ample room for expansion later, and
also, there is unlimited room for expamsion in the lengthwise direction.
I really believe that this is the only place in the viecinity that gives
the required needs for expansion room.



WILLIAM N. GROWDEN
U. 8. COMMISSIONER AND RECORDER
RUBY, ALASKA

"2"

In event, later, that a big field could be obtained, I am sure
that a field practically as large as the Ruby field could be built,
without the sag in the middle that characterizes the Ruby field., Would
not exactly call it a "sag'; to be more polite, I would refer to it as
"a glight swale”, The moss at the 54 Mile is not of a difficult nature
to handle, and the ground beneath shows to be of the same type as is in
the Ruby field and on the road in the vicinity of the 54 Mile, fairly
dry end excellent drainage available in three directions.

I am very anxious to see this work accomplished as soon as possible
due to the fact that the time I tried to extract the money for this
project I was No., 3 man on No. 4 attempt, John Dunn tried it twice and
Tom DeVane once for & thousand dollars. My getting the Two Thousand Five
Hundred as a mere Representative is a Jewel in my crown that I do not
want knocked out without ample justification.

I suppose Ike told you of the "ruckus" Hoffman of the Third,
Martin of the Second and a few others, made in the last Session against
the ARC and Territorial Funds? If you did not, you want to get the
"dope™ on it, and read it some week when the weekly Sunday pepers’
fail to arrive with thelr comic sections. They were at one time of the
idea of not turning over any more Territorial Funds for disbursement
through ARC administration! I almost fell from grace at that point by
arising to mention that with the entire amount of road funds made
available by that Session, if the Territory was going to adopt that
method of strictly Territorial road work, there would not be enough
money available to buy equipment to go to work; that to my personal
knowledge, I could not find any data in the Territorial offices to show
where the Territory even owned one wheelbarrow with which to start road
building., George Lingo tried to offset that wave of opposition, or
whatever you may call it; by emdeavoring to force his Nenana road bill
through at that time., I knew it was sunk before even the debating
started, although I voted for it and tried to help him get a direct
appropriation for that project. I think I was the only other member in
the House that did try to help him out on that, -but she went down with
a Bang! I had already seen rocks ahead for my Poorman field and had
taken the other tack before his floor fight came up, to save my field
project from the vengence in the air that existed at that time., In real
comparison, a good "tap step" dancer would be considered paralyzed from
the hips down to what a Legislator has to do to keep from getting mimed
up into one or other of the many cliques that exist in Legislature in
order to get his points through., I did not belong to any single one of
them, -and got everything I asked for except the Prospectors Aid money.
That was killed by the boys in the Fourth and Second, -I had not looked
for opposition there and had tied up more than enough votes in the
Firgt and Third to get it across with 75 percent aid from either the
Fourth or Second, The poor thing died on a tie vote of 8-8,.



WILLIAM N. GROWDEN
U.S. COMMISSIONER AND RECORDER
RUBY, ALASKA

l‘lsﬂ

I suppose you have heard that I am billed to be the next TU.S.
Commissioner at Fairbanks., I would not have even considered it had it
not been for the boys. Billy will be in Hi next year and Bobby the
following year, =-so I Just naturally have to go to where they can
attend High School., Were it not for them, I would not leave Ruby for
three times what the Commissioner's Job up there pays.

Now, having mentioned that, I will revert back to the same old
style of correspondence, I do not think I have ever written you without
asking for something, so I am going to keep my record clear. I wish you
would keep your weather eye open for an opportunity for me to get a good
house in PFairbanks, available the first of September, with not less than
four rooms, preferable five, and not more than six. absolutely on renting
bagis first, but if house proves satisfactory, would rather purchase than
rent. Undoubtedly, right now, houses are impossible to get in Fairbanks,
but in the Fall there are quite a few available every year. I sure will
appreciate anything you might be able to do for me in this line.

With best wishes to you, and Guimboe, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

R

To e
e

P.S., - as far as the house proposition is concerned, Frank, the
further out of town it is the more desirable, unless, of course, it
runs out of walking distance.

BG,




AEASKA ROAD COMMISSION

FAIRDANKS ALASKA

June 25, 1935,

Aleska Road Conmission,
Junoan, Alasln,

Gon tlemens

Refarenco ybur lettor of April 25, in regard to an aviation flecld at
or near inormasn.lUpon receipt ot that lotteor the mattor wes referred to Iy, Id
Wilkinoon and lre.'me(rowdon of ubye.

iho following is a copy of a lotier recieved from Mre Wilkinsonp

Buby Alaesla
June lﬂ, 1935.
Frank Nasgh
Tadrbanlkn #laska

Door Franks
inelosed hercwith please find report cn Foorman aviation field in ans
to your lottor of lay 7 1035,
Ir.Crowdeon and I went over the flelds as sugpested in Mr,Toylors
lottor on Juno 18 and 14 and we find that there is only one field that should be
soriously considered, it is the cne thet Mr, Teylor looked at when he was hore
last summor,
lst, lio quit elain deed can bo secured on the ground in the £ield near Foorman and
the ground will be no doubt dredged somotine.
2nd, Viners mining want and will neod this area for tailings when sluicing their
winter dumps in doing so they sluice out tho mmek on the hillside so that all
the muek and water will mm on to the proposed field and cannot be kept off,
drd, Filots absolutely refuse to try to landing there acecount high hill on one
oide and smokestacks gin poles ond rigging on the other and radio poles barns,
ond town buildings on the end meking too much hazards on 3 sides, all pilots
I have tallted with areo a unit against this field,
lrelromien and I went over the other field and hawe come to the followd
ing conclusions,
/6 believe that a field 2800 = 1000 can be made below the road there
for the money provided, it will best be done posoibly last 15 days in July if it
is dry.

Tiow this field can be oxtended to 1500 feet in thr form of a Y on the
divideds between Duncan and Tamarack snd Spruco and Tamarack where the road now
runs most of tho ground will be dry but with possibly one or two moss humps where
the moss was not burned in the forest fires all this ground was burned over in
the swmor of 1913 with no green timber left standing all loft is dry stubs and




o
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not very thick it can ecasily be eloarod of timber and I think 1% can be plowed
and seraped and I thinkit will be in the noxt year with the grader we cam roll
off the first 50 feot as I did on the Auby Tield,

% du not lmow how tho rotary scraper will work in dragging off the moss
but I think it will be good for that purpoce I surely hope so but I do lmow I can
tako off a lot of the moss with tho grader.

Thore may have to be a long culvert thru this field at tho twn in the
road there to carry off the water accumanlating in the road diteh above the field
I will advise after I strip off the moss as to this,

Thias field will sttt ot the 54 mile post rumning south €00 fleat thence

1000 feot cast then morth 800 feot thence 1000 feet to the point of bLegining
with em addition of U000 feet later in the form of a Y to the eastward,

Theve 1s no mining pround near this field and no homestoads as foar as 1
Imonr,

You wmill nc doubt have the dope on this field by the middle of July and
cen advico me in detail vs how I sbonld proceecd with my crew or keep on with the
truck in tho muintenance work.

I hope this report will be clear to you !, CGrowden will no doubt also
give his opinion &s to the feanibility of this Cield

Yours Hoap't
I ‘..1.'L§dnam.

The following 1s acopy of a letier receiwved from i, Crowden under
dato of June 15;

"In rezard o the location of the Foormen fiold quostlon, as por your
lotter, 4 and I wont to Foorman yesterday snd looked over tho various sltes,
To please all the folks out thore would require three fields and two now roads,
So the auestion of trying to ploose them all can be eliminated to stert with,
no one ovey expocted to onywaye

The logical place for the field is on the South side of tho road at
the ¢ miles Thet would put their field just e trifle closer to TFoorman than the
Ruby field is to Ruby, following thoe road,

The creek lecation in towm is "out", Cven if it were possible
puffuciont width, which 1t is not,thare would be no means of lweping it from
being continually covered with muck and waste from the sluicing from the claims
above the tenative location,

The hillton location is a reasonably good plage as far ap ground and
epproaches are concernod, but there is no trail or road to this place, and is
almost, if not, as far from town by the route a road or trail would have %o follow
to reach the hilltop., (See foot note)

Josse's present winter field is dangerous at eny time due to the fact
it ic on a hill side and very bumpy. To try to level off and taole out sof't spots
would incur unreasonbble expense./s a sumpr field posaibility 1t doea not seoem
poosiblo 10 mo.

At the 54 mile post thore is available plenty of ground for futdre
oxpansion, no mining claims within a mile, no homesteads in the vicinity and all
approachos cloar with the exception of a few froees which can be removed in half
a day by an ordinary road gange.

I would recommond this location, and a tenative plam of a field of
about not less than 700 feet by 1000 fett. The lay of the land, in my amateurish



%)
description, would be making the upror ond line start fiom the curve in tho road
about 200 foct above the 04 mile post, on the South sido, and then down the road
at least 100 feet below tho 54 mile post, uzitending a width of not less then
700 feets ‘nt tho upprer, or Horth, side of the road ﬂwr.z is ample room for
oxtonoion later, and also, there iz unlinmited roau for expansion in the longthe
wise dircotione] really bLelleve that this ls the only place in tho vicinliy that
clves the roguired nceds for oupuncion rodie
In ovent, later, that a big field cduld be ohtained, I am suve thet e

@iold proctically es large as the Ruby field equld be built, without the sag in

the middle that charccterizes the Huby fleld. Vould not exactly call it a "sed"
to be more polite, I would refer to it oo 8a sYlight swalo". Tho moss at the 54

mile s not of o (312ficult nature to handle, and the ground beneath :Jlj.u)us o be
of tie B ue is in the "u‘u £101d and on the road dn tho vicinity of the

54 mile, :‘:::’;L; dry and c¢xegllont drainepe available in three diroctions,”

W B
.;.\.

"

or to the "es -?:..ur:\‘. from Tomm of Poornmmtle

teoording to theso two Toporta thero is only one choice for a {ield at
or noar tho town of lfoorianehlter golnz over ihese e roporw wwl talking to
several vilots, I agean with hoth Tilldnoon ond rowden that this is tho best
locr.tion. T do notl, Lovevar aproo with them on tholr proposed dinensions of he
field, T beliove that the widih shonld be cut down to sgyr 250 or 300 foot end the
longth strotehed out w say at least 1300 feots ALl of the fliores I have talked
with say out dowa om the width Hut give us plonty of langthe

I have talked this matter over with !}, Hesoe and he is of the opinion
that if o run wey of the sbove dimondions (3502 or 300' x 1800') with suitable
wind conditions can be secured, that thet is the proper place for the field,

The matter will sgein be roferred to i, VWilkinson and if the above
conditiona can bo moot he will be instrueted to construct tho field cnthe
location noar the 54 mile posis

bare Toamnd v gy Npme—— - £17 & - PUPREE. . VS ONPIRE -l ;,
iltop lozation roforro tho hilltoy acwoss Foorian Ureek

Very truly yours

¥rank Hesh
Sllp t.
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DISTRICT OFFICE
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Ruby Alaska Sept 6 1935
Alaska Road Commission -

4 P
Fairbanks Alaska ! S e ¢
: a 1)/
A

Gentlement-=-«

I have recieved no letter from you in regard to the Poorman
Aviation field on the last boat or plane so I am preparing to move to the
Poorman Camp at mile 55 and commence as soon as the weather will permit
to clear this field I sent you the data on the prevailing wind which
seems to be Southwest Northeast as near as I can figure it out from the
data I have a copy of which I sent you with my last Aug Report
I have staked out the road from the Winter trail to the summer
road leaving the winter trail near the 41 mile post and joining the
surmer road + mile from the Monument bridge I was . much surprised at the
easy job it will be to get this road in condition for the winter traffic
it is approximately 1% miles in almost straight line with but very little
grade and good bottom of moss that will be level and frozen in winter
with no bad places that cannot be fixed easily one washout some gsix feet
deep and no lakes or glaciers of any kind to give trouble it is true it
will be longer by one mile or more than the old trail but will eliminate
all the trouble with the lakes and sloughs that give trouble in the early
fall so much so that the freighters have to wait for 40 below weather to
make them solid enough for teams or tractors,
Albert Verhonik absolutely refuses to co operate with us in
this Idea and says he will fix these bridges himself rather than to
even try ours, every one else who is familliar with the snow conditions
on the summer road in winter and with the winter trail thinks as I do
in this matter and I know positively that it cannot be any worse than
the winter trail, and I know it will be a thousand times better as regards
travel in the earlier part of the season account of the lakes not being
solid enough to hold the teams and tractors,
So I have staked out this road and made it fHENY Fairly
and honestly for all parties corncerned and will cut - it out if the weather
permits before I go to Poorman also fix the washout at Andrew Gulch and
Greenstone Bridge which needs'digging down the banks on either side to
an easier grade on to the bridge .
I have done all the work I can do with the Grader on the
Birch Creek road on both sides of the hill the center 2 miles is worse now
than it was when you were there I could not pull the grader over this part
of the road. A
In my last order for ford parts I'ordered a filler cap for
Gas Tank for Model -A- ford but I recieved Cap for Ford -V-8- cannot
possibly use it it has no thread inside, Other stuff 0 K only shy
on Grease plugs for Truck 379,
Inner tubes sent down all went flouie should have 2 moee
for Pick-up 379 Two Inner Tubes,
The Gas Cap No is No -A-9030,.

Yours Truly

B4 Wilkinsop
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’ Ruby Alaska Sept 1 1935
Alaska Road Commission

Fairbanks Alaska

Enclosed please find Bills and Vouchers Time-Books and the
supporting papers for Ruby-Long Road 38-A- Month of August 1935
We had a lot of rain but we have the road in splendid condition
with the Greenstone road finished to the mines there One mile seven
tenths(1.7). we have spent 4 days on the Birch Creek road it is finished
to mile 2,9 and one day on the Birch creek side of the hill the 2 miles
between is impossible to grade at this time as the ditches is full of
water, %
We also enclose thé® data on the Foorman Aviation field showing
prevailing wina is sSoutlawedy Northeast.
We will start on this field in a short time will try to finish
Birch Creek road if I can before moving to Foorman

I have tried to keep down the local purchases from De Vane
as low as possible,

I have the Gas and 0il hauled out to the Aviation field at
Poorman have been hopeing we might get the Dream Money in order to
build the field on the hill beyond Poorman but it looks now as if it
is indeed Dream money,

I also made an inspection of the Bridges on the winter trail
and find them in a terrible condition wou 1lé have to have new decking
and new stringers on the Me Ketchem DBridge,

I am going to Cruise the trail that will have to be cut out
to bring the winter trail out to the Summer toad near Monument bridge
in a few days Andrew Gulch will have to be dug down to allow teams
to Cross it is groundsluiced out about 6 feet deep and 20 feet wide
Greenstone Bridge is settled down but can be used as it ig level
both sides of the bank willhave to be dug down but that is a small job

The Ruby Creek Bridge will have to be built this fall I plan
to return to Ruby in time to build this bridge before closing down in

the fall,

With a little break in the weather think we can clear the field
in about 15 days with the present crew we have please let me have our
ballance soon as you get this will get it in the mail today if possible
outside of this there is no news,

Socket wrenches seems hard to get down here the one you sent
is not one wrench but a series of wrenches of different sizes I have
to borrow one quite often and send to Ruby to get it too please send
us one if poesible to get one,

This paper is the best I can get now you must be short on
writing paper or did you make a mistake in filling my order.
Se other side,

Yours Resp't

Ed Wilkinson
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ADDRESS REPLY TO . I

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

April 25, 1936
Mr. Frank Nash
Superintendent, A. R. C.
Fairbanks, Alaska

Dear Sir:

The Territory has allotted $2,500 for the construction of a
landing field at Poorman.

I looked over all available locations near Poorman last summer.
In my opinion, the only place a field of sufficient length, 1500 feet,
could be built within this allotment, is on the tailings in the creek just
below Poormen. I was told that the pilots who had looked at the site
objected to it because of difficulty in approaching from upstream due to
grade of creek and buildings.

The only other location to be seriously considered that I
looked over is along the road about two and one-half miles from Poorman
toward Long. This location would require a large amount of stripping and
leveling and is on that black dirt which would be very soft in wet weather.

Mr. Hesse has asked Mr. Growden to go over with the local
residents and pilots the various alternatives. It is requested that
Wilkingon be advised to discuss the location with Growden and others and
advise you what they believe to be the best location before any work is
done. We want to be sure the pilots will use the field if it is built in
the creek.

Also before any work is done a quit claim deed must be obtained
from the owners if the field is located on mining ground. Area quit-
claimed should be sufficient for future enlargement. If the field is located
on unreserved public land, sufficient description should be obtained so that
a reservation may be requested.

As the work will be done largely with equipment, please advise
your estimate of the amount to be allotted for field to bring the total
cost to $2,500. The balance will be allotted to J. P. or L & M. as
required. It is suggested that you send dowmn one of your one-yard rotary
scrapers if you have one that can be spared.

/ ‘ Very truly yogig,

(e w7

ke P. Taylop/
Chief Enginéer.



