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- FISCAL YEAR, 1957
FEDERAL AID TO ALASKA

Public Roads has been active in Alaska since 1919, but until enactment of the
Federal-Aid Act of 1956 its responsibilities were limited to administration of the
forest highway. program within the Tongass and Chugach National Forests and to
assistance with special programs of military import. From 1919 through 1956, some
400 miles of forest highways were constructed at a cost of approximately $50 million.

Under the terms of the 1956 Act, Federal aid for highways for the first time
was extended to Alaska. The Alaska Road Commission, which had administered the
Territory's highway program outside the National forests since 1905,:- became a part

* of the Bureau of Public Roads, Created in 1905 as an agency of the War Department,
the Commission had become a part of the Department of the Interior in 1932. Ad-
ministration of-the 4,485-mile highway system developedby the Commission at the
cost of approximately $230 million and ali personnel, equipment, property and
unexpended appropriations were transferred to the Department of Commerce on September
16, 1956. The organization was combined with the existing Public Roads Alaska office
to form Bureeu of Public Roads Region 10. The regional office was established in.
Juneau, the Territorial capital, with district offices at Anchorage, Vaidez,
Fairbanks, Nome and Juneau.

eo
The 1956 act entitles Alaska to share in Federal-aid primary, secondary and

urban funds, as have the Territories of Hawaii and Puerto Rico for some years. past.
; iit provides the use of Federal funds for either construction or maintenance of

Aleskan highways.- In recognition that a large part of Alaska is relatively uninhabited
and to obtain an equitable apportionment of Federal funds relative to highway needs,
Congress modified the formula for computation of the apportionment of Federal funds .
emong the states and territories with respect to Alaska by using only one-third of
the area of Alaska instead of its full area. The law also provides that the Terri-
torial Government shall contribute to the highway fund an amount equal to 10% of

_the amount apportioned each year by the Federal Government. The net effect is that
funds available for Alaskan roads under Federal aid will permit a road building
program to be launched in Alaska with sufficient continuity to permit long-range |

planning.

Federal-aid highway systems, designated in accordance with provisions of Section
. 107 of the Federal-Aid Act of 1956 and totaling 5,152 miles, were established in
‘Alaska during the year. The 1,959-mile primary system, composed principally of
hard-surfaced highways, connects the Territory's principal interior cities and
military establishments with one another with the all-weather, ice-free ports of
Haines, Valdez and Seward and with the Continental United States via the Alaska
Highwey through Canada. The 3,193-mile secondary system is basically a feeder system
and except for a few hard-surfaced sections in the vicinity of population centers, .

it consists of gravel roads. Approximately one-half of the secondary systems is
connected to the primary network; the balance connects isolated communities with
rail, water or air transporation facilities. The entire primary system, except for
ferry connections and approximately

|

1,000 milés of the secondary system, are kept
open on a year-round, basis.

at ‘The 1957 fisc2l year construction and maintenance program totaled approximately
$30 million, including $23.8 million in Interior Department carry-over construction
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-end maintenance projects, $2.6 million in reimbursable work for other. agencies and
$4.6 million Federal-aid construction and maintenance. Contracts were let for the
‘eonstruction of the final section of the 160-mile Denali Highway to connect Mt. McKinley
National Park, which contains the’ Contineht's highest peak, with the Territory's con--
nected highway network and for paving the final section of the 365-mile Richardson
Highway which connects Valdez and Fairbanks, At the close of the year 115 Federal-
aid projects totaling $16 million were programmed and remaining Interior Department
projects valued at $5 million were active.

- The Territory of Alaska has not as yet established a working highway organiza-
tion of its own but, instead, has utilized the services formerly of the Alaska Road
Commission and now of the Bureau of Public Roads to accomplish its-highway program.
In Alaska, consequently, Public Roads, in addition to discharging its usual admini-
strative responsibilities, performs all of the funétions of a state highway depart-
ment,. including local surveys, design, contract administrationand highway maintenance,
all utilizing Government forces and equipment. At the end of the fiscal year, 1,008
employees were on Region 10 rolls and the automotive and construction

equipment fleet
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Mt. Katwei erupted, deposited 10" ash stat 100 miles away.
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acquired 90 miles on the Seward end and 50 miles on the Fairbanks.
end. of existing railroad built by private companies }
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