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Tos Hre Go Ve Heye, Aoting (hief, Western Hesdguarters,
San Franoiseo, Osiifornia

Forms Hugh A, Stoddartd, Mvision Engineer, Jumean, flagks
Subjectt Confidential Monthly Repart for Oetober, 1951

Foliowing the advorze weather which prevailed in Sepbenber,
sondibions were complderably bebber during Oalsbers Progress on =l
work improved exoept in sress m #n early froage-up stourreds The
only project shubdown for the winter wos seotion § of the Righardson
Highwey, ﬁmeﬁmam@thﬁafastafawi&llﬁmmt}:emth

Hork continued on the Seward to ¥Wle S0 construction mmd 4t st4)d
appeare thal subgtentdal complebion will be scocplished this sesson.
Hajor strusbure work plammed for consteuchion thie seasom has been cope
pleted sxospb for the Trall River Bridge where thers ie sn adequale
axisting bridge on the old road to be wwed as & debowr. Ths enbive mileage
will be in exoclieont sondition for babh passenger vehicles and truek
treffic during the winber, If weather condltiens permil operstiens
gorbime for the balm of Nevenber it zppesrs thet the only major section
of hesvy grading ramsining will be from HMile 30 Yo Mils 33. Ggld wesbber
wizlﬁ %&m&m&%ﬁé&y gvﬁm fine) shapineg and finishing thie seascn on oy of
he aon 1Y

Forest Bighwsy work progressed satislssborily durdng the month,
Frojeet S-B2 m the Kenal River Highway was complebes snd prajeets in
the viecinity of Jumesu snd %ﬁzﬁiﬁm sve nosving sompletion,

Bids for o Forest Hichwey grading project south of Wrangell will
be cpened on Hovember 15 and bide on the Glacler and Dowplas Higway
bitumineus paring near Junean will bo wpensd on Doceber lhe The City
of Jwem plang bo gpen bids for similar strest work on Lhe some dude
and it is hoped that the incrensed volmme of work will resuld in more
favorable prices both for Publie Roads and far the eity.

The offieisl epening of the 5&%&@3@?&%& Highway was held st
Sirdwood wmder the direction of the ﬂ@k& Rosd Comudssione The ceremony
wes brief bub appropriste, crodlt being given o the tiwes szencies pare
tledpabing in the wirk - %é:e ﬁmﬁeazz sf Public Roads; the Alaskas Read
Commission and the ilaska Reilresd. Assiastant Becrstary of the Interior
Doty, and flaska Delegabe Hartlett, were among those present.

Enclosures; Honthly Repert of Dstrict Engineer French
Honthly Report of Distriot Engineer Wyller
Progress Chart for the Sewsrd to Mile 58 Section
Ii:ﬂjﬂ{; na, of the SewardwAnchorage Highway
1
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DMvision Ten
Juneau, Alaska
November 7, 1951

Tos HMre Ae 0w Clark, Deputy Gommissioner, Washington, D. Ce
Froms Hugh A. 3toddart, Dvision Engineer, Juneau, Alaska
Subjectt Excerpts from Confidentis) Monbhly Report for October, 1951

Fellowing the adverse weather uhich prevailed in Septanber,
conditions were congiderably better during October. Progress on all
work improved except in areas where an sarly freesze-up ovourrad. The
only project shutdown for the winter was Section 0 of the Richardson
Highway, whore from one to bthree feel of snow fell early in the month,

Work continued on the Seward to Mile 58 construction and it still
appears that substantisl completion will be accomplished this season,
Mgjor astruwebure work plamned for consbruction this season has besn come
pleted except for the Trail River Bridge where there is an adeguabe
exlstbing bridze on the old road to be used as a detour. The endire nileage
will bs in excellent condition for both passenger vehicles and truck
traffie during the winter. If weather conditions permit operations to
continue for the balange of November it appears that the only major section
of heavy grading remaining will be from Mile 30 to Mile 33. Cold weather
will undoubtedly prevent final shsping and finishing this season on any of
the contracts.

Foresgt Higlway work progressed ssbisfactorily during the menthe
Project 5~B2 on the Kensl River Highway was sompleted and projects in
the vicinily of Junean and Kelohikan are nearing complobion.

Bids for a Forest Highway grading project soubh of Wrangell will
be opened on November 15 and bids on the Glacier snd Dovglas Highway
bituninous paving near Juneaw will be opened on December lh. The City
of Junsan plans to open Wdes for similsr strest work on the some date
and it 1s hoped that the incresged voluwe of work will result in more
favorable prices both for Publie Roads snd for the eitye

The officigl opening of the Seward-Anchorage Highway was held at
Girdwood wmder the direction of the Alaska Road Commlssion. The ceremony
vas brief bul appropriste, credit being given to the tlwree agencies par-
ticlpating in the work - the Buresn of Public Roads, the Alaska Road
Commission and the Alasks Railroad. Assistant Secrstary of the Interior
Doty, and Alaska Delegate Bartlett, were among those present.

IMF i ng
file



MONTHLY REFORT
Ox
ACTIVITIES IR THE JUREAU DISYRICT, DIVISION TEW
FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 1951

It appears thht we ghall have an early winter in Alagke this year.
We had freezing weather all over Southeastern Alaske in the middle of the
month, and in the Juneaw area the iemperature has besn down t¢ 20 sbove,
with severe Taku winds, whioch ies & conditlon we usually do not have before
late in Hovember. The cold weather was generally of edvantage to conetruc-
tion progress, and much to be preferred to the usual heavy October rains,
although in the Junesu area the frost wae so heavy that it, to a certain ex-
tent, hampered the progress of the project under construction. The weather
mederated somewhat towards the end of the month but, with the emrly siari
of the cold weather, it ie probable thet the winter shutdown of construection
will be comparatively early this year,

The progrese on Project 1-D6,EW, betwesn Bugge Beach and Hountain
Point on Tongass Bighway south of Ketchikan, continued to be slew. However,
the projeot reached & siags towards the end of the month which permlitied
some acoeleration of progress and, depending on the weather during the next
month, it is possible .that the projest may be completed by about December
Firsgd..

Projeot 1-A5,B8,G4,12, north of Ketchikan, recently let to Manson-
Osberg, was started on October 2nd. The clemring mnd grubbing on the Pro-
Jject has been sublet to Mr. Arthur Almguist of Ketohikan, and progress on
this phass of the work is satisfmzetory. The contreotor hae aleo started
drilling some cuts immediately adjascent to thes present road. The contract-
or's general plan for thisg preject is to prosecute only the clearing and
grubbing, etripping, foree account work and what drilling it is possible to
do this fall. The project will be shut down for winter when oonditions be-
come guch that reasonable progress is no longer possible, although some
drilling and force accouni work will be continued when it is possible dur-
ing the winter. Full scale operation on the project is not expected before
early next spring.

Kell & Peterman Company, Oontractors on Project 2-I4,F6 in the vio-
inity of Junean, were saught by the umisuvally early winter weathsr. Under
normal oconditions there would have been no questlon about the project's
being 100% complets this fall, With the exlisting oonditions, it is doubt-
ful if the contractor can entirely finish the projeot, slthough what will
remain to be done next spring will probably only consist of finishing slop-
es and fine grading of the subgrade. There is still a possibility of com-
pleting all the work on the project this fmll if there should be 2 chenge
in weather conditlons, and the finml freezeup holds off until the latter
part of November. '
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On Project 11-A4,B4,D in Sltka, clearing and grubbing were started
on Oatober 25th, It is probable that little will be done on the project
thie fall aside from clearing and grubbing,

A hearing was held in the U, S, District Court in Ketohikan on
October 15th and, at that time, a Temporary Injunction was requested from
the Court by the U, B, Distirict Attorney in the case between the U. 8§, Gov-
ernment and Messrs, Schaub and Zaruba who have staked s mineral claim cov-
ering the gravel pit at Whipple Creek, The claimants did not oppose a
Temporary Injunciion, and it was thersfore granted the same day. The hear-
ing for the final declision ag to a Permanent Injunciion is to be held in
the U, 8, District Oourt at Junesn immedimiely after the first of the year,
st which time representatives of both the Forest Service and the Juneau
District of the Bureaun of Public Roads may be regquested to testify in the
matter, With thie in mind, all possible datz In connecdion with the vse of
the gravel pit and the work done towards investigation and testing of the
gravel in that area by the Forest Service and thls office is being assembl-
ed to be presented to the Qourt, A brief on the matter is also being pre-
pared by the U. 3. Forest Servine Solleitor for the wse of the U, 5. Dis-
trict Attorney. The original plan of Manson-Osberg, Contractor for Project
1-45,B88,64,12, for which the Whipple Creek Gravel Pit is designsted as a
source of materlal, was to clear and sirip this pit immediately after begin-
ning .the work on the project, but dus to the delay in obtaining legal right
to enter the pit, the plan has been changed and no work will be done in the
pit ares before next spring. A4 that time the ownership of the pit will
probably have been determined.

Immediately after the hearing in open Court on October 15th, an in-
formal meeting was held in the office of the U, S. Dstrict Attorney at
Ketchiken, at vhioch representatives of the Forest Service, %. C. Stump, At-
torney for the claimants,and myself were pregent. During this mesting Mr.
Purdick of the Forest Service attempied to bave HMr. Stump agree t0o a royaltiy
charge if it should appear thet the claim of his clients is valid, and a Perman-
ent Injunction would not be granted. This HMr, Stump refused to do and it ap-
peared from the conversatlon thai in omse a Permanent Injunction is not granted,
the royaliy will be very high and all the traffic can bear., This appeared from
the fact that Mr, Burdick mentioned a $2,00 per cubic yard charge as an exhorb-
itant exmmple. Mr, Stump replied thet the price did not seem sc exhorbitent
to him, although they had not discussed & royslty charge so far, and refused to
de 8o until the oase has been setiled.

We had a serious accident in Kstehikan during the month which resulted
in the death of our Maintenance Foreman, Mr, C, F, McKenzie. During a heavy
rainsterm which caused floods and glldes, &an old log culvert about 5 miles
nerth of Ketchikan washed out on October 1lth, and it became necessary to make
immediate emergency repairs. Mr, FHcKengle and 3 of his men went to work at
about 5:00 o'clock in the afterncon, immediately after receiving word about the
washout, A trench for the new culvert had been practically completed shortly
after 7100 P, M., when & crescent shaped segment of the roadbed caved into the
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trench and caught Mr. McKenzle and one of the men, Mr, McKenzie caught the
full brunt of the slide, and died slmost immediately duse to & skull fracture
and sericus imternal injurles, The other employee, who was only & few feet
away from Mr, McKenzle recsived only asbdominal brulses and was not serious-
1y injured, Hr, Mcfenzie cmme to Ketehikan on a transfer from Divieien
Eight in November 1947, Ee had proved himself to be a very capable Foreman
who had not only the full confldence eof ihis office, but also was very high-
1y regorded 1n the communigy for his indvetry and the conetant attention he
gave to his work., He leaves a widow and four minor children, 13 years oldg,
amd younger. This is the first fatal accident causing the death of a Buresu
of Public Roads employee in Alagka at least for the last 25 years.

The maintenance operations were direoted mainly toward preparing the
roads for the coming winter. Ditches and dralnsge systems were checked and
olesned and an ef fort made to have the roade as smooth as poasible when the
freezeup comes. In the Cordova area work wae continued on the sxtraordinary
maintenance in repsiring the flood damage which ovecurred in September, Barly
winter weasther, snow and froet have hampered this work io a certain extent.
The Foreman reports finding a2 good source of riprap materisl, and the placing
of this materisl can be contimied even though the weather msy preveni further

work in the gravel pit.

CHE F.WILLER
October 31, 1951 District Engineer
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TEPARTHERT OF COMMEROR
BUREAY OF PUBLIO ROADRS
Divigion 10
Beward Diestrict

FARRATIVE REFQORT FOR
Osctober 1951
TURNAGAIE ABM PEOJEQTS

Ssotion C-1, D-1, 51, F-H; 74 Miles
Hille 58 %o Girdwnod

Work has started on drilling end blasting rook for the bank pretectien
south of @irdwood vwhere tifal currents are erpding the silt on which the rock
fills are bullt, An overrun in this item of borrow slready appears imminent.
Erpsion by the tidee is continming. Additlonal photographe are enclesed which
show the condition. The contractor placed some 24P pipe culverts on this pre-
Jeut during Ocitober but has new discontinued thie work dus to frosi., The cen-
tractor has culvert pipe on hsand which was ordered for the F.2 projeoct znd not
reguired on that project.. A crusher may be moved inbto the Fortage pit for the
production of hese course and plani mixz aggregate later in the ¥Fall,

Section P-2; 19 HMiles
Peterson Oreek to Indian
Hax J. FKaney Qeo.

This project ig nov complete and the f{inal inepection has been made,
It will net bve esrried on future reports. It presents a nest end workmanlike
eppearance, and is entiafsctory in every detmil., The part of the project north
of Girdwood was coneiruoted almost entirely through an ares where the materisgl
was either solid rosck or some kind of unsultable materisl. The only borrow avail-
eble for Finlehing was very coarse telus materisl with e conaidershls percent-
age of particles being 6" or larger, with many particles larger than 1 em. ft.
For this resson thoe read surface is somewhat rougher than normally sxpected on
a project of this kind where finer and more wniformly graded borrow is available,
Threugh this section sdditionzl base coursee is to be provided nnder the surfac-
ing contrect %o provids gn adeguete cushion between the very ecoarse borrov ma-
terial and the plent mix paving.

Section G, 12 Eiles
Indien to Potter
Alagks Bailroad Project
M-K, Birch and Kiewit

@rzding is substentiplly complets throughout the project. Host of the
borrow has been placed. A trip wee mede over thias project on OQctober 17, snd
again on October 19. At that time most of the base course hed dbeen placed north
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of Rainbew. Borrow and base couree were belng placed between Rainbow and Potter.
Some finishing work on slopse and shoulders remeined. A4All work should be com-
pleted in early November. Finel inspection by The Aleske Baillroad and Alaska
Road Commisslon is scheduled for NHovember 3,

SEWABD-ANCHORAGE HIGHWAY

Section A-1; 9§ Miles
Mile 5 to Mile 12; and Hile 15 to Mile 18
¥anson and Osberg

Progress during the past month has been good with most of the contractor's
equipnent and personnel working on this project and the part of the A-2, B-3
project between Mile 12 and Mile 15. The project is now about 80% complete.
Borrovw has been placed on the south end of the project from MHils § to aboul Mile
10 from the pit et Mile 6, and from Mile 10 to Hile 12 from the Bnow River pit.
Grading work including slopesn, ditchee, eto., is substantislly complete from
Hile 5 ¢ Hile 12. A limited smount of work remaine on the short sectiom on top
of the Mile 12 hill. Good progress ips being méde on the rock work betwaen Mile
18 and Mile 18 with a € 0.y, shovel and heevy haulling units., It now appesrs that
the grading will be mabstantially complete and mest of the horrow placed by the
end of Kovember if present fevorable weather cemtimues. About October 20 the
eontractor obtained the wee of four Tournspulls with serspers from Stock and
Grove, and two Teurnmpulls with wazone snd four Koehring dumptors from Bumier.
Theso unite and additional hemling uniis owned by the contractor srs novw hauling
borrow out of Show Hiver to this project and the Kile 15 to 18 ssctien of A-2,B-3.
One 2 e,y, shovel, one dragline and & push cet are loading in the pit, and with
the lerge number of heuling units, excellentd progress is being mede, It appesrs
that the rogk bstween Mile 15 mnd Mile 18 will ehepe up fast encugh for ths borrow
eoperstion to follow immedietely behind the grading. It now appears that slopes
znd ditches between Hile 15 mnd Mile 1B cannot bhe completed until next year,
Considerable work is alse expected to remsin on clesnup of elsaring spoilsa, finsl
blading, obtc. Bridge work is sabetanitislly complete and sll hridges are in ser~
vice. The finsl coet of painit on some of the steel may not be applied this yesr.

A new superintendsnt was placed in charge of all the contracter's field
operations in Oetober., Progreass on the job and relations bhetween cur engineers
and the contracter's organization has improved noticesbly.

Seetion A~2,B-3; 16% Kiles
Kile 12 to 15; and ¥ile 18 to 33
¥anson, Osherg znd Halvorson

Vary 1little progress was made on this preject in October except on the
Mile 12 o 15 section on the north side of the Mile 12 hill, and on the bridges.
¥Host of the borrow has been plnced beiween Hile 12 and Mile 15. As previgusly
stated the project will not be completed this yesr. The one 1} o.y. shovel on
this preject north of Trail River wes down for repairs until the 20th of the
month, worked 4 or 5 days and ie new down for the rest of the semson. A small
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orew with a 3/8 o.y. back hoe and necesssry @rilling and blasting equipment has
besn inetalling eulvert pipe on the midehill section sbeve the Alaska Bailrasad
betwaen ¥ile 18 and Mile E% all momth, Good pregress has been made on this
vork, Bridge work is substantieslly complete, except at Trall River where the
deck hee not been poured, DPecks and curbe were poured at Piermigan Oresk end
Hoose Oreek in Qctodber,

Fost of the aptivity on this project has been on the secilon between Hile
12 and Mile 15. Most of the readwey excavation has been moved and borrow materisl
from Snow River has been pleced. 4As sisted above in dieouseing the A-1 section,
the contractor has rented additional hanling units and le new sdeguately emipped
t0 place borrow ae fest as grading work is completed. It mppears that the ssc-
tlon frem Mile 12 to 15 should be substentislly completed thie year, together
with the edjacent paris of the A-1 seciion,

Section A-%; 2 Hiles
Mile 1 %o Mile 3
Resurrection Eiver Bridgsee
gtock and Grove

Grading iz substentially complete. This work consisbe of bridge appreech
filla whioh aggrezate about 150,000 cu. yds. of borrow, BRock borrov for pretec-
tion of the sand and gravel fills hes been drilled, Dblasted epd parily placsd.
A1l greding work will be completed snd closed down early in Hovember. All epeven
sofferdame for the bridge plers heve besn set, and most of the sitructurs sxcava-

 tion hae been moved, Untrested foundetleon plles have been driven for the five

plers on the two south bridges end gool progrese is being mude, Plsan lengths
ars adequate. No ©aals have been poursd. The coniractor plansg %o nomplete all
piling and sudbstructurse concrete befors work 1s suspended for the winter. Thise
is expucted to tmkte until sbout Ohristmas.

Beotion A-H
Yietory Cresk Bridge at Hile 20
Mennen, Osherg and Halverson

‘The detour bridge hag been completed and ie in wse, The old bridge has
besn removed, snd usable paris stockpiled for govermment uze. Cofferdsme bmve
been sot, excavatione made, foundeition piles ériven, and sesls poured for piers
1 and 2, Bome work hes been done on the ¢offerdsm for pier 3, vhich is the last
of the piers. The contractvr tentetively plans (o pour ths three piers, and
poesibly the two sbutments, befere winter forces a timt down. Relnforeing steel
for the piers ie on hand, The stesl frem the Frenchy Oreek and Pses Uresk old
bridges on the Seward-Anchorage B-l project ism not yet available for uss, Fass
Cregk stesl end pesgibly ths Frenchy Creek sisel eiould be avalleble in Hovem-
bear,



Section B-2; 17 Hiles
Mile 33 %o Mile 50
Lytle pnd Green

Progress during the month has been godd. The 2% e.y. shovel has worked
on the Anchorage-Kensl leg of the Mile 38 wye during most of the menth, Con-
widersble progress vas made btut this section is not yet opem to traffie,

This work is about 509 complete. This shovel sutfit is nowv being need to
place borrow in an effort te get =8 much mileage of new road graded and opened
to traffic as possible. The Anchorage-Eenail part of the wye will not be com-
pleted until next year., The south part of the projest from Hile 23 o Kile

38 is pubstantially complete, snd le in excellent condition for traffie.

Some borrow remuins to be plaeced. Substantislly all roadway exogvation hap
been removed throughout the project with the exception of the northerly mile.
About 355 of the borrow has been pleced, At the present time beth shovels
and most of the hauling unite are on the bhorrow operstion, znd if weather con-
tinues favoreble during November, probadly 50,000 te 60,000 e.y. of the re-
meining 200,000 o.y. of borrow may be placed before winter weather forces o
shmt Gown. MNost of the work on ditches mnd slopes, finsl blading and clean-
up cannot be done until next year. A1l concrete structures are somplete and
open %o traffie. Large dismeter sectionsl plate culverts have been instal-
led in Johng Creck and Freszno Oreek. The prejeet ie sheping up satlefacter-
ily for winter trgvel and maintenancs., Oompletion mhould be rapid wvhen wesiher
becomer favorable in 1552,

Section B-1; T3 Hiles
- Hile KO to Hile K8
Hax J. Euney O,

Pavoreble weather during Octeber bas helped & grest desl in lwproving
progress on this preject. Work is about 65% complete snd ie progressing TRD~
i4ly. ‘The large fill over the 150" pipe a% Donnldson Oresk is now practiesily
complete. The 3 o.y. shovel thal wae on this work 4s nov operating in the
area just south of Dommldson Oresk, Delsy in the arrival of this pipe retsrded
vork on the norih end of the projeéct until the pipe wee placed in lote Beptenm-
ber. Both 150" pipes are in place st Paes Orsek pnd the £ill is being pleced
with & 2% c.y. shovel and Buolid trucks, The other 2} e.y, shovel has placed
most of the borrow on the somtherly mile eof the project, snd s maling good
progrese, working teward {he north on thia operation. The 1207 pipe for Frenchy
Greek 18 on the project, work on the installation is in progress end should
be complete by the end of the firet week in Fovember. If faverzblie westher
tontimnes the eontrsetor shonld be able to move most of the rosdway yardsge
this year. HMest of the finlehing, cleamup, and probably some of the berrov
will remain for completion next year,

EEEAT RIVER HIGRWAY

Sectlon 5 B-2; %1 Miles
Mile %8 %o Mile M1; and Mile U7 to Mile 50
Lytle ané Green

This project is now complete znd the final ingpection hae been made,
All slgpes, ditches and shoulders ere caut acourately te grade snd the projeet



presents & very good eppearance. Borrow uesed for finieshing the surface is
& slaty material from the telue slopes which compects 4o = smeoth dense éur-
face. This project will not be carried on fulure reports,

Section F-B3; 5 Kiles
Mile Ylg to Mile UG}
Iytle and Green

The box oulvert wae sompleted early im October, and no work was in
proegreas mogt of the month., A limited amount of work is now being done on
the elearing, If favorable westher prevails during November the contractor
ney mpke considerable progrese on this item before unfaverable weather foreee

e shnt down,

Section A; © Hiles
Cooper Landing, Mile K2,
to Henton's Lodge, Mile 58

During the past month an slternate line has been run o provide a right
angles groesing of the Eenal River near Bchooner Bend., This new line is in-
tended to afford s shorter bridge at & conslidersble msving without compromis-
ing alignment standarde or inoreasing grading guantities. ¥ork has boen stasrs-
ed en foundation investigations al Cooper Oreek, This work will be completed
in November. Thia project 1s schaduled for construction in 1962, The old
untreated timber truss acress the Kenai River at Bchooner Bend is 22 years
eld, ie in guestionshle oondition and is on very poer elignment, It shounld
be replaced at the earllest practicable date, as loss of the old bridge would
cut the only winter transpertation reuie {o the west sids of the Eenzi Pen-
insula., Beth defense instelleations end eivilian communities are entirely
dependent upon this route during the winter months when Cook Inlet iz clesed
to navigation,

RICHARDSON BIGEWAY

Section O3 39 Hiles
Big Delts Junction to Bapids
Lytle and Green

- Very litils progress was made during Octodber, as all work was suspended
for the winter on Ootober 4, On that date 1 £i, of snov fell at Domelly.
By the 6th snow had reached a depth of 2 £4. at Donnelly, ebout 2% ft. at
Replde and 6% to §Y nt Big Deltn., The minimum temperature to date has been
ebout 10 below, Rough zradipng is subetantially completed on most of the line
change between Station 202 and Stetion 600, Part of the grading remsiring
to be done im on bridge approaches which csnnot be completed until the bridge
work is advanced %o 2 point where backfill cen be made. The bridge work is
not being hendled by the Buresu. The percent cosplete, sbeut 13%, is still
far behind the percent of time used, about 3%%, but it appears the contractoer
oan 84111 complete the work during the LOF2 season ss provided in the contract.
Mejor equipment now on the project which will be placed in opsration next
yesr includes tw 2} ¢.y. thovels, eeventsen Caterpiller D-8's and thres smaller
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tractora with dozers or sorapers, seventeen Enclid bottem dump trucks, ten
end dump trucks 6 to 10 o.y. capacity, end a grevel plant with crushers and
soreens, All necegsary smell eguipment, serviecing units, ete., iy aleo on
the project. ,

Enginesring vork contimued for about two weeks after the contractor
suspended work, but has now been closed for the winter, and remsining per-
sonnel moved bto the Dietrict office, mnd to other projects where field work
is still metive,

ALABEA EIGHWAY

Bection A, B-1; 52 Miles
Blg Delts Junction o 11 Miles South of Johnsen River
Rogers (onetruction Oo. end Babler Bros. .

Progress gontinues %o be slow with only ebeut 2% of the contresct being
performed during the paet wonth. The project im about 119 somplete. Work
on the froeen vute north of Johneon River contimned thronghoud the month
with & 3/4 e.y. shovel, one smell compressor drilling the frpzmen materisl,
and ene or two hawling units. Progress has been poor and ig fot expecied
to lmprove with the approach of winter westher. A 21 c.y. shovel, seven
Euclid botton dump end Omterpillar DVW-10 bheuling unite, one D-§ dozer and
two patrola vere added to the eguipment durimg the month. Borrew is being
placed north from the Johneon Blver bridge frem the pit in Johnson Hiver,
The mrea south of the river which the contracter reguested anthority to use
hes net been secupled. Borrow pits on the northerly 19 miles of the project
heve been clearsd and stripped, =nd sbout 204 of the culverts heve been in-
stalled. The stripping of pite end installation of culverbts has been dls-
continued as the ground is now frozen baerd. The contractor plans to work
ae long ag praciicsble. With the lov temperatures which preveil in this
area engpenslon may be expected at any time. The minimin tempersture to
date has besn sbout 10 below. . '

HAIRTENANCE ACTIVITIES ARD GENERAL

Keintensnes forces have sll been moved cut of Hile 58 and back te
Hope, Hoose Fase, Hewsnrd, and to the nev maintenance station st Silver Tip.
The shop snd storagze bullding and four reeidences at Bilver Tiy are gsemplete,
Thres of the residences are scoupief and the other will be oeccupied in Fovem
ber., The foundstion for the second storaze shed hes bsen pouref., This shed
will be completed next year when lumber from bridgee to be dismantled i
available. The meintenance crews have been blading sll sections net actively
undey constraction, cleaning culvert pipes, and performing other work that
should be done before cold weather. Recent bleding placed the completed
sectlion from Hile 58 to Peterson (reek in excellent condition.

Wemther during October has been generslly elear snd progress on most
of the work was considerably better than during September when 1% reined
most of the month., Thare sppears to be no poesibility of any of the Seward-
Anchorege projects being completed for final inspection, acceptence and release



of the contractor this yesr. The ground is now frozen to depths which preclude
the final finishing of shoulders and slopes. Borrow freezes ns it is plsced,
eand finel blading to blue tops and removal of large oversize pariicles is not
poesible. Considerable clesnmp W 11 remain on all projects. It sppears that
all material should be moved on A-l, and it should be completed rapidly after
the snow meltw and the ground thaws in the Spring, The A-2, B-3 project likely
will be only slightly over 50% complete, and will require most of the seamson
ef 1952 before finsl agcepisnce and release of the contractor will be in erder.
Hoet of the roadway excevation on the B-2 project bas baen moved. ¥With favor-
able weather the contractor may place another 50,000 te 60,000 e.y. of berrow
this Fall. It appears now that sbout one mile of grading will not be complete
or open to traffiec, and that 100,000 to 200,000 e.y. of borrow will remain

to be placed next year., This project should finish repidly after the snow
melts and the ground thaws in the 8pring. The centraetor on ths B-1 project
hae great ospecity in his eguipment, two 2% ¢.y. shovels and one 3} o.y. with
ample hauvling cazpaclty. The Job is 21l opened wp end 1ittle drilling and blaet-
ing is necessary. Unless the westher becomes %00 cold to operate, the contras-
tor mey be gble to0 move moet of the remaining roadway emcavation this year.
Host of the ¢mshion borrow is expscted to be pleoed next year. The amount

of work te be sccomplished on any of the projests during the rest of the Fall
is guite largely dependent upon the weather.

Dedication and the officlal opening of the Bewerd-Anchorsge rouie was
held by the Interler Department st &irdwood on Geotober 19 at 2;00 P,M. Rep-
resentatives of the Divisien and Pistrict offiocss were in attendance, On the
night of Thursdey, October 18 a dinner sponeorad jointly by the Seward and
Anchorsage Uhambers of Qommerce was held in Anchorage., Assistant Secretary
Doty of the Interior Department and Delegate Bartlett were smong the speskers.
Immediately preceding the dedication ceremonies at Girdwood on October 19 a
dinner was held in the Funey Company's mess hall, About 65, incloding busi-
nesa and ceivic leaders of Seward znd Anchorage, representmitives of the mili-
tary services and varlous government agencies that operste within the territery
were invited guests st the dinmner. A program of the dedication which follewed
the dinner is atteched, Oonsidersbls interest in the octasion was evident,
There were sbout 600 from Anchorage and Seward, snd some from other Alaska
commnities In the erowd. ZRecordings of the program were made by the Aleskn
Brogdoasting Company, EFQD in Anchorange and the program was broedeast at two
different times later in the day.

About & week before the ceremony 21l contractors were reguested to place
their vsrlous seections of wrk in a setisfactory condition to tske care of
traffic by the opening date., It was also neceseery thet the road be suiteble
for winter trevel and in a condition 80 it can be meinteined through the winter,
and snovw removal performed. All contractors cooperated admirably, and traf-
fic on, =nd since, the ¢opening day was tsken care of without undue inconven-
ignoe or hagard, Some delay of traffic is inevitable in those areas vwhere
centractore’ equipment is working end there is no change of detouring sround
the work. Traffio on the Eenal Peninsula is noticeably heavier since the road
opening, snd gome of the confirmed sourdoughs sre steadfast in thelr convietions
that the febulous Kenai ie now ruined, The %trip can now be rsadily made between



-

Seward and Anchorage by car in alput M} hours, which is the scheduled time
for Alagks Bailreed pessenger trains, After paving is completed the trip
can be ensily made in 2 te 3 hours.

With the inerease in traffic which the new road opening will mesn
%0 this ares and the dependence of publie motor vehicle carriers s well as
individurls on the romd for transportation our responsidilities for mainte-
nance, pariiculsrly snov removal during the winter months, have incressed
naterially. It is now considered necesasry to patrol the entire rosd daily
during the winter months, and to begin enow removal as scon as snowfall starts
in order %o adegquately maintein the rosd. Orewe and eguipment are being or-
ganigsd to provide adeguate servige,

There ie m shoriage of engineering pereonnel but the Reasident Englnesrs
have be#en able to keep the necessary stakes shead of the gontractor., Some
men have been iransferred from the Richardson 0 projeet to help om the various
Beward-Anchorage projects. As gold westher will likely begin in Bovember and
will cause a slow down of all contract work, ne sericus shortage of personnel
will eccur this year. It is now planned te obiain use of the U, 8, fourt
Boom in Seward for use ae 2 drafbing room again this winter,

Photographs and o progrese chort sre anttached,
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2:00 p.m. Ostober 19, 1951

Wm, J. Fiemi
Oblef Engineer, Alesks Rond Commiesion

The Honorable B, L. Bartlett
Delegate to Congress for Aleska

.Hugh A. Steddsrd

Division Englneer, Bureau of Public Roals,
represented by B. ¥. French
Distriet Engineer, Buresn of Public Hosmde

Lt, Gen, ¥William E. XKepner :
Gommander-in-Chief, Alssken Commaend,
reprevented by Osptain John B, Reoney, U.B.N,
Deputy Chief of Bteff, Alaskan Jowmand

Hanjor fen, Jullsn W, Cunninghsm
Comnanding Genersl, U.8, Army, Aleska
reprecenbed by Oolonel Jumee ¥, Higging
Transporiation Officer, U,8, Army, Alagka

Hejor Gen, Williem D. 0l4

Qommending Generel, Alasken Alr Commend,
represented by Colonel Vieter 1. Andersen
Deputy Ohief of Staff, Maveriel

Larry A. Heoore
Henager, Anchersge Chepter, Assscisted
General Contrsetors of Americs

Jlarence Eeating
Fresident, Sewsrd Chamber of Commerce

Jack Anderson
President, Anchorsge Chamber of Commerce

Judge Anthony J. Dimond,
represonted by HMorrie A, Brunnelle

Qolonel J. P, Johneon

General Manager, The Alaska Reilroad,
represented by Blroy F. Hinman
Apgistant to the Genersl Hansger

¥m, J. Elemi
The Honorable Dals J. Doty

Asgipgtent Deorebsry, Department of the
Interior
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Glevn Highwey, Sec. B-l. View from the sir scuth of the hi
The river in the foreground is the Mabtanusks, (Z1893)

G]_,'G?-Llf’ig

ghway et about Hile 90.

Hemn Highway, Sec, B-l. Shsep Mountain G.4.4, etation, sbout 100 miles east of

Anchorege, as seen from the air emrcute to Anchorage from Bi
Glacier is in the background, (#1890)

g Delta., Metanusks
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“Purnagaip Arm, Sec, F-2,
V!!E phowing tidal ero-
£ sbout 3 miles south
of Girédweod. The bank
is about 14 feet high
snd 1ls constantly ocaving
under the sotion of the
tidel ourrenis, espe-
cially during ebb tide
when the tide ls low, as
ghown in the ploture,
Kote splash from a large
ochunk drepping into the
water, Road apd reil-
road in left background,
railroad ebove mnd baok
of highwey. High tides
oover entire area be-
tween bank and highway
£411. (#1897

Turosgeln drm, Sec. F-2,

& closeup view of the eroding
gilt bank ebout 3 miles
gouth of Girédwood. 3ee slso
picture #1897 above.

(#1898}
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Seward-anchorage Highwey, Sec. B2, View north from sbout
fhows ney grading ures in place, (¥1924)

with borrow cour.

T
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View of partially completed Trail River

B3,
0ld reoad is on the

i _

. Seward-inchorsge Highway, Sec. A2
Bridge from the south, slaska R&ilreaé. is on the right,
sldehill left and sbove the new bridge, (£1908)



