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November 7, 1952

Tos Bre Ge We Bayo, Acting Chief, Western Hendquarters,
San Francieco, Csiifornia

Ferm Hugh A. Stoddart, Division Engineer, dumeau, Alaska

Subject: Confidential, Nonthly Report for October, 1951

Following the atverse weather which prevailed in Sepbenber,
conditions were considerably bebber during Gatoher. Fragress on ali.
work improved except in arene where an early froare-yp securred. The
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Major atrusture work plamed fer construction thia season hae bene
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exiebingpleted except for the Tradl River Bridge where
2 on the eld read te be used as 4 ators he entéve mileage
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eontiime for the balance af Nevenber 4% appears that the only major section
Geld weatherof heavy grading will. be from Hile 30 to Hile 33.
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prevent fine] shaping and finishing this season on any of

Forest Highway work progressed satisfactorily during the months
Frajgeet5 oR River Highway was completed and projects in
the vis ty of Juneau end Ketehiken are nesring completions,

Bids for s Forest Highway grading project sonth of Ur
be opened onNovener

15 and bide on the Glacier aud Dougise Highwaybit rear Juneau will be ope d on Deceuber; * The Chty
of Jmeaa p +e open bids for similar shrest work on the same date
andit is heped ‘t+ the dnereased volume of work wil result in more
favorable prines both for Publie Reade and for the city.

The offielsl opening of the Seward-dnohorage Highway was held at
firdvood under the direction of the Alaska Read Comission, The serenony
was brief bub appropriate, credit bein gives te the three agencies par
tieipating 4n the work« ine Bureau of Public Reads, the Alaska Kead
Commission and the Alaska Reiiroad, Assietant Beeretary of the Interior
Dety, and Alaska Delegate Bartlett, were among those present.
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Menthiy Report of Distriet Engineer ¥iylier
Progress Chart for the Seward to Milev3 Section
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Division Ten
dunsau, Alaska

November 7, 1951

Tor Mr» As O» Olark, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, De Ces

From: Hugh A. Stoddart, Divieion Engineer, dumeau, Alaska

Subject: Excerpts from Confidential, Monthly Report for October, 1951

Fellowing the adverse weather which prevailed in September,
conditions were considerably better during October. Progress on all
work improved except in areas where an sarly freeze-up occurred, The
only project shutdown for the winter was Section 0 of the Richardson
Highway, where from one te three feet of snow fell early in the months

Work conbinued on the Seward to Mile 58 construction and i+ sti21
appears that substantial completion will be accomplished this season,
Majer strvebure work planned for construction this season has been com
pleted except for the Trail River Bridge where there is an adequate
existing bridge on the old road te be used as a detour. The entire mileage
Will be in excellent sondition fer both passenger vehicles and truck
traffie during the winter. If weather conditions permit operations to
continue for the balance of November it appears that the only majer section
of heavy grading remaining will be from Mile 30 to Mile 33. Gold weather
wild undoubtedly prevent final shaping and finishing this seagen on any of
the contracts,

Forest Highway work progressed satisfactorily during the months
Project 5«B2 on the Kenal River Highway was completed and projects in
the vicinity of dumean and Ketehikan are nearing complebions

Bids for a Forest Highway grading project soubh of Wrangell will
be opensd on Noverber 15 and bids on the Glacier and Douglas Highway
bituminous paving near Juneau will be opened on December 1h. ‘The City
of Juneau plans to open bids for similar street work on the sane date
and it is hoped that the increased volume of work will result in more
favorable prices both for Public Roads and for the oltys

The official opening of the Seward-Anchorage Highway was held at
Girdwood under the direction of the Alaske Road Commission, The ceremony
was brief but appropriate, credit being given to the three agencies par-
tieipating in the work ~ the Bureau of Public Roads, the Alaska Road
Comission and the Alaska Railroad, Assistant Secretary of the Interior
Doty, and Alaska Delegate Bartlett, were among those presente
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MONTHLY REPORT
On

ACTIVITIES IN THE JUNEAU DISTRICT, DIVISION TEN
FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 1951

It appears that we shal] have an early winter in Alaska this year.
We had freezing weather all over Southeastern Alaska in the middle of the
month, and in the Junean area the temperature has been down to 20 above,
with severe Taku winds, which ig a condition we usually do not have before
late in November. The cold weather was generally of advantage to construc-
tion progress, and much to be preferred to the usual heavy October rains,
although in the Juneau area the frost was so heavy that it, to a certain ex-
tent, hampered the progress of the project under construction. The weather
moderated somewhat towards the end of the month but, with the early start
of the cold weather, it ie probable that the winter shutdown of construction
will be comparatively sarly this year.

The progrese on Project 1-D6,E4, between Bugge Beach and Mountain
Point on Tongass Highway south of Ketchikan, continued te be slow. However,
the project reached a stage towards the end of the month which permitted
some acceleration of progress and, depending on the weather during the next
month, it ie possible that the project may be completed by about December
First..

Project 1-A5,B8,G4,12, north of Ketchikan, recently let te Manson-
Osberg, was started on October 2nd. The clearing and grubbing on the Pro-
ject has been subletto Mr. Arthur Almquist of Ketchikan, and progress on
this phase of the work is satisfactory. fhe contractor has also started
drilling some cuts immediately adjacent to the present read. The contract-
or's general plan for this project is to prosecute only the clearing and
grubbing, stripping, ferce account work and what drilling it is possible to
do this fall. The project will be shut down for winter when conditions be-
come such that reasonable progress is no longer possible, although some
drilling and force account work will be continued when it is possible dur-
ing the winter. Full scale operation on the project is not expected before
early next spring.

Kell & Peterman Company, Contractore on Project 2-D4,F6 in the vio-
inity of Juneau, were caught by the unusually early winter weather. Under
normal conditions there would have been no question about the project's
being 100% complete this fall. With the existing conditions, it 1s doubt-
ful if the contractor can entirely finish the project, although what will
remain to be done next spring will probably only consist of finishing slop-
es and fine grading of the subgrade. There is still a possibility of com-
pleting all the work on the project this fall if there should be a change
in weather conditions, and the final freezeup holds off until the latter
part of November.
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On Project 11-A4,B4,D in Sitka, olearing and grubbing were started
on October 25th. It is probable that Little will be done on the project
this fall aside from clearing and grubbing,

A hearing wan held in the U. S. District Court in Ketchikan on
October 15th and, at that time, a Temporary Injunction was requested from
the Oourt by the U. &, District Attorney in the case between the U. 8. Gov-
ernment and Messrs. Schanb and Zaruba who have staked a mineral claim cov-
ering the gravel pit at Whipple Creek, The olaimants did not oppose a
femporary Injunction, and it wae therefore granted the same day. The hear-
ing for the final decision as to a Permanent Injunction is to be held in
the U. 5. District Court at Junean immediately after the first of the yaar,
at which time representatives of both the Forest Service and the Juneau
District of the Bureau of Public Roade may be requested to testify in the
matter, With thie in mind, all possible deta in connection with the use of
the gravel pit and the work done towarde investigation and testing of the
gravel in that area by the Forest Service and this office is being assembl-
ed to be prasented to the Oourt., A brief on the matter ia aleo being pre-
pared by the U. 8. Forest Service Solicitor for the uee of the U. 5. Dig-
trict Attorney, The original plan of Menson-Osberg, Contractor for Pro jest
1-45,38,G4,12, for which the Hhipple Creek Gravel Fit is designated as a
source of material, was to clear and strip this pit immediately after begin-

han

‘ning the work on the project, but due to the delay in obtaining legal right
to enter the pit, the plan has been changed and no work will be done in the
pit area before next spring. At that time the ownership of the pit will
probably have been determined.
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immediately after the hearing in open Court on October 15th, an in-
formal meeting was held in the office of the U. §. District Attorney at
Ketchikan, at which representatives of the Forest Service, #. C. Stump, At-
torney for the claimants,and myself were present. During this meeting Mr.
Burdick of the Forest Service attempted to have Mr. Stump agrae to a royalty
charge if it should appear that the claim of his clients 45 valid, and a Perman-
ent Injunction would not be granted. This Mr. Stump refused to do and it ap-
peared from the conversation that in case a Permanent Injunction is not granted,
the royalty will be very high and all the traffic can bear. This appeared from
the fact that Mr. Burdick mentioned a $2.00 per cubic yard charge as an exhorb-
itant example. Mr. Stump replied that the price did not seem so exhorbitant
to him, although they had not discussed a royalty charge so far, and refused to
de so until the case hae been settled.
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We had a serious accident in Ketchikan during the month which resulted
in the death of our Maintenance Foreman,Mr. C, F, McKenzie. During a heavy
rainstorm which caused floods and slides, an old log culvert about 5 miles
nerth of Ketchikan washed out on October llth, and it became necessary to make
immediate emergency repairs. Mr. McKenzie and 3 of his men went to work at
about 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon, immediately after receiving word about the
washout, A trench for the new culvert had been practically completed shortly
after 7:00 P. M., when a crescent shaped segment of the roadbed caved into the

if

a

ths
cont

a



-3-
trench and caught Mr. McKenzie and one of the men, Mr. MeKengie caught the
full brunt of the slide, and died almost immediately due to a skull fracture
and serious internal injuries, The other employee, who was only a few feet
away from Mr, McKenzie received only abdominal bruises and was not serious-
Ly injured. Mr. McKenzie came to Ketenikan on a transfer from Division
Bight in November 1947, He had proved himself to be a very capable Foreman
who had not only the full confidence ef this office, but aleo was very high-
ly regarded in the community for hia induatry and the conetant attention he
gave to his work. He leaves a widow and four miner children, 13 years old,
amd younger. This is the first fatal accident causing the death of a Bureau
of Public Roads employee in Alaska at least for the last 25 years.

The maintenance operations were directed mainly toward preparing the
roads fer the coming winter. Ditches and drainage systems were checked and
cleaned and an effort made to have the roade as smooth as possible when the
freezeup comes. In the Cordova area work was continued on the extraordinary
maintenance in repairing the flood damage which occurred in September, Barly
winter weather, snow and frost have hampered this work to a certain extent.
The Foreman reports finding a good source of riprap material, and the placing
ef thie material can be continued even though the weather may prevent further
work in the gravel pit.

ie CHE F.WYLLER

; October 31, 1951 District Engineer



DEPARTMENT OF OOMNEROR
BURHAU OF PUBLIO ROADS

Division 16
Seward District

WARRATIVE REPORT FOR

Osteder 1951

TURBAGAIR ABM PROJEOTS

Section 6-1, D-1, B-1, Ft; 34 Miles
Mile 58 to Girdwood

Work has etearted on drilling and blasting rock for the bank pretection
south of Girdwood where tidal currents are ereding the 811+ on which the rock
fille are bulit. An overrun in this item of berrow already appears imminent.
Erosion by the tidee is contimeing. Additional photographs are encleaed which
show the condition. The contractor placed some 24" pipe culverts on this pro-
joot during October but has now discontinued thie work due to frost. The con-
tractor has culvert pipe on hand which was ordered for the F-2 project and not
required on that project... A crusher may be moved into the Fortage pit for the
production of hase course and plant miz aggregate later in the fell.

Section F-2; 19 Niles
Peterson Greek to, Indian

Max J. Kuney Ge.

Thie project is now compiete and the final inspection has been made.
It will net be carried on future reports. I¢ presents a neat and workmanlike
appearance, and is satisfactory in every detail. The part of the project north
of Girdwood was sonetructed almost entirely through en erea where the material
was either solid rock or some kind of unguiteable material. The only borrow avail-
able for finishing was very coarse talus material with a considersble percent-
age of particles being 6" or larger, with many particles lerger than 1 cu. ft.
Fer this reason the read surface is somewhat rougher than normally expected on
a project of this kind where finer and more wnifermly graded borrow is available.
Through this section additional base scouree is to be previded under the surfac-
ing contract te previde an adequate cushion between the very coarse borrow ma-
terial and the plant mix paving.

Section G, 12 Miles
indian to Potter

Slaeka Railroad Project
M-K, Birch and Kiewit

Grading is subetantially complete throughout the project. Most of the
borrow has been placed. A trip was meade over thia project on October 17, and
again on October 19. At that time most of the base course had been placed north
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of Rainbow. Borrow and base course were being placed between Rainbow and Potter.
Some finishing werk on slopes and shoulders remained. All work should be can-
pleted in early November, Fins) inapeestien by The Alaska Hailroad and Alaska
Road Commission ia scheduled for Hovember 3,

SEWAED..ANCHORAGE HIGHWAY

Section A-1; 9 Miles
Mile 5 to Mile 12; and Nile 15 to Mile 18

Manson and Osberg

Progress during the past month has been good with most ef the contractor's
equipment and personnel working on this project and the part of the A-2, 3-3
preject between Mile 12 and Hile 15. ‘The project is now about 80% complete.
Berrew has been placed on the south end of the project from Mile 5 to about Mile
10 from the pit et Kile 6, and from Mile 10 to Mile 12 from the Snow River pit.
Grading work including slopes, ditches, setc., is substantielly complete from
Mile 5 to Mile 12. & Limited amount of work remains on the ehort section on top
of the Mile 12 hill. Good pragress is being mde on the reck work between Hile
25 and Mile 18 with a 2 c.y. shovel and heavy hawling unite, I+ now appesre that
the grading will be substantially complete and most of the borrow placed by the
end of Kovember if present favorable weather continues. About October 20 the
eontractor obtained the use of four Tournapulls with serapers from Steck and
Grove, and two Teurnapullsa with wagons and four Keehring dumptore frem Bunter.
These unites and additional hanling unite owned by the contractor are now baling
borrow out ef Show Hiver to this preject and the Kile 15 te 16 section of A-2, 3-3.
One 2 c.y, shovel, one dragiine and a push cet are loading in the pit, and with
the large number of hauling unite, excellent progress is being made. 1% appeara
that the rock between Mile 15 anf Mile 18 will ehape up fast enough for tha borrow
operation to follow immediately behind the grading. 1+ now appears thet slopes
afd ditches between Hile 15 and Mile 16 cannot be completed until next year.
Considerable work is also expected to remain on cleamtp of clearing spoila, final
blading, ete. Bridge work is substantially complete and all bridges are in ser-
vice. The final coat of paint on some of the steel may not be applied this year.

A new superintendent was placed in charge of all the contracter's field
operations in Gstober. Progress on the job and relations between our engineers
and the contractor's organization hae improved noticeably.

Section A~2,B-3; 164 Hiles
File 12 to 15; and Mile 18 to 33

Maneon, Osberg and Halvorson

Vary little progress wan made on this preject in Osteber except on the
Mile 12 to 15 section on the nerth side of the Mile 12 hill, and on the bridges.
Host of the borrow has been placed between Kile 12 and Nile 15. Ae previously
stated the project will not be completed this year. The one 14 s.y. shovel on
this project north of Trail River was down for repairs until the 20th of the
month, vorked 4 or 5 days and ie new down for the reat of the season. A emall
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crew with a 3/8 c.y. back hoe and necessary drilling and blasting equipment has
been inatalling culvert pipe on the sidehill section above the Alaska Railread
between Mile 18 and Mile 234 all momth. Good progress has been made on this
work. Bridge work is substantially complete, exoept at Trail River where the
deck has not been poured. Decks and curba were poured at Ptarmigan Oreek and
Hoose Oreek in October.

Most of the activity on thie project has been on the esction between Mile
12 and Mile 15. Hoet of the roadway excavation hae been moved and borrow material
from Snow River has been placed. As stated above in diescuseing the A-1 section,
the contractor hae rented additional hauling unite ané da new adequately equipped
to place berrow as fest as grading work is completed. It appeare that the sex-
tion from Nile 12 te 15 should be eubstentially completed this year, together
with the adjacent parts of the A-1 section.

Section A-3; 2 Hiles
Mile 1 to Mile 3

Resurrection River Bridges
Steck and Grove

Grading is substantielly complete. This work consists of bridge appreach
fille which aggregate about 150,000 eu. yds. of borrow. Reck borrow for protec-
tion of the sand and gravel fille hes been drilled, blasted en@ partly placed.
411 grading work will be completed end closed down early in November, All seven
eofferdams for the bridge pliers heve bean set, and most of the stracture excava-
tion has been moved. Untreated foundation piles have been driven for the five
piers on the twe south bridges and good progrese is being made. Flan lengths
are adequate. He seals have been peured. The contracter plana to somplete all
piling and subetrusture concrete before work 1s suapended fer the winter. This
ia expected te take wntil ebout Christmes.

Section A-4
Victory Creek Bridge at Mile 20

Manson, Osberg and Halvorson

The detour bridge has been completed and is in use, The o1d bridge has
been removed, and usable parts stockpiled for government use. CGofferdame have
been sot, excavations made, founiation piles driven, and seals poured for piers
1 and 2, Seme work has been done on the cofferdem for pier 3, which is the last
of the piers. The contractor tentatively plans te pour the three piers, and
pessibly the two abutments, befere winter forces a simt down. Reinfereing steel
for the pisra ie an hand. The steel from the Frenchy Greek and Pass Creek old
bridges on the Seward-Anchorage B-1 project is not yet available for use. Fass
Greek steel end possibly the Frenchy Greek steel should be available in Hoven-
ber,

i
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Section B-&; 17 Hiles
Mile 33 te Mile 50
Lytie and Green

Progress during the month has been geod. The 2) s.y. shovel has worked
on the Ancherage-Kenal leg of the Mile 38 wye during most of the month, Gon-
siderable progress Was made tut this section ia net yet open te traffic.
Thig work is about 50% complete. Thig shovel outfit ie now being used to
place borrow in an effort te get as much mileage of new read graded and opened
to traffic as pozwsible. The Anchorage-Kenai part of the wye will not he con-
Pleted until next year. The south part of the project from Mile 335 to Mile
38 is aubstantially complete, and ie in exeslient condition for traffic.
Sone borrow remains te be placed. Substantially sll roadway exosvation has
been renoved throughout the preject with the exception of the northerly mile.
About 35% of the berrow has been placed, At the present time beth shovela
anf moet of the hauling unite are on the borrow operation, and if wenther con-
tinues favorable during November, probably 50,000 te 60,000 o.y. of the re-
maining 200,000 o.y. of borrew may be placed before winter weather forcen a
eiat down. Moet of the work on ditches end slopes, final blading and clean-
Up cannot be done until next year. All concrete etructurea are complete and
open to traffic, Large dismeter sectional plate culverts have been instal-
led in Johns Oreek and Fresno Oresk. The project is shaping up satiefacter-
ily for winter trevel and maintenanes. Oompletien showld be rapid when weather
becomes Laverable in 1952.

Seation B-1; 7} Hiles
' Mile 50 te Mile 58

Max J. Euney Qe.

Favorable weather during October bas helped o great deal in impreving
progress on this project. Work is shout 65% complete and is progressing rap-
idly, The large £111 over the 150" pipe at Donaldson Oresk 48 now practiesliy
eomplete. The 3 c.y. shovel that was on this work 4g now operating in the
area just south of Donaldson Greek. Delay in the arrival of this pipe reterded
work on the north end of the project until the pipe wee placed in late Septem
ber. Beth 150" pipes ave in place et Pass Greek end the 7111 is being placed
with a 23 c.y. shevel and Euclid trocke, ‘The other 2) ¢.y, shovel has placed
moat of the borrow on the southerly mile of the preject, and ie making good
progress, working teward the north on this operation. The 120" pipe for Frenchy
Greek 1s on the project, work on the installation is in progress and should
be complete by the end of the first week in Rovembker. If favorable weather
contimees the contractor should be able to meve most of the roadway yardage
this year. Host of the finishing, cleanup, and probably some of the berrow
will remain for completion next year.

EZHAL RIVER HIGHWAT

Section 5 B-2; 5 Miles
Mile 36 to Mile 41; and Mile 47 te Mile 50

Lytle and Green

thie project is now complete and the final inepection has been made.
All slopes, ditches and shoulders are cat accurately te grade and the project



Serene Fye
Xe ed USA OTR DE

ancines 2

-5-

presents a very goed appearance. Eprrow used for finishing the surface is
a slaty material from the talus slopes which compacts te a emooth dense éur-
face, This project will not be carried on future reports.

Section 5-53; 5 Hiles
Nile Wig te Mile 46}
lytle and Green

The box culvert was completed early in Octeber, and no werk was in
progress most of the month. A limited amount of work is now being done on
the clearing, If faverable weather prevails during November the contractor
hey meoke considerable progresa on thie item befere unfavorable weather forsee
a simt down.

at

Section A; 6 Miles
Qeoper Landing, Mile 52,
to Henton's Lodge, Mile 56

During the past month an alternate line has been ron to provide a right
angle crossing of the Eenai River near Schooner Bend. This new line is in-
tended to afford a shorter bridge at a considerable saving without sompremis-
ing alignment standerds or increasing grading quantities. ork hae been start-
ef en foundation investigations at Cooper Oreck, This werk will be completed
in November. Thia project is scheduled for construction in 1952. The old
untreated timber truss across the Kenai River at Schooner Bend is 22 yeare
eld, ie in questionable condition and is on very poor alignment. It should
be replaced at the earliest practicable date, as lees of the 014 bridge would
cut the only winter transportation reute te the west side of the Kensal Pen-
insula, Beth defense installations and eivilian communities are entirely
dependent upon this route during the winter wonthe when Cock Inlet is closed
to navigation.

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Section 0; 39 Hiles
Big Delta Junction to Rapids

Lytle and Green

| Very little progrese was mafe during October, at all work was suspended
for the winter on October 4. On that date 1 £4. of snow fell at Dennelly.
By the 6th snow had reached a depth of 2 f+. at Bonneliy, about 2 ft. at
Repide and 6" te 6" at Big Delte, The miniwom temperature to date has been
about 10 below, Rough grading is substantially completed on most of the line
change between Station 202 and Station 600. Part of the grading remaining
to be done ia on bridge approaches which cannot be completed until the bridge
work is advanced to a point where backfill can be made. The bridge work is
not being handled by the Bureau. ‘The percent complete, about 13%, is stii2
far behind the percent of time used, about 33%, but it appears the contractor
can 6ti1] complete the work during the 1952 season ae provided in the contract.
Major equipment now on the preject which will be placed in operation next
year includes two 24 c.y. shovels, seventeen Caterpillar D-8's and three emaller
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tractera with dozers or scrapers, seventeen Enclid bottom dump trucka, ten
end dump trucks 6 to 10 c.y. capacity, end a gravel plant vith ormshera and
rsoreens, All necessary emall equipment, servioing unite, eatc., is also on
the project. .

Engineering work continued for about two weeks after the contractor
suspended work, but hee now been closed for the winter, and remaining per~
sonnel move to the District office, and to other projects where field work
4e still active.

ALASKA HIGHWAY

fection A, B-1; 52 Miles
Big Delta Junction te 11 Miles Sonth ef Johnson River

Rogers Construction Qo. and Babler ros. .

Progress contimues to be slow with only about 2% of the contrast being
performed during the past month. The project in about 11% complete. Work
on the frezen cute north of Johnecn River continued throughout the month
with a 3/4 a.y. shovel, ane small compressor drilling the frozen material,
and one or two hauling units. Progress has been poor and is het expected
to improve with the approach of winter weather. A 2: c.y. shovel, seven
Euclid bottom dump end Caterpillar DW-10 hauling unite, one D-§ dozer and
two patrols were added to the equipment during the month. Borrow in being
placed north from the Johneon River bridge frem the pit in Jehnson River.
fhe area south of the river which the contractor requested authority to use
has not been occupied. Borrow pits on the northerly 19 miles of the project
have been cleared and stripped, and about 20% of the culverts heve been in-
Stalled. The stripping ef pite and installation of culverts has been dia
continued as the gronnd is now frozen hard. fhe contractor plane to work
as long as practicable. With the low temperatures which prevail in thie
area euspensien may be expected at any time. The minima tenperature te
Gute has been about 10 below. :

:

MAINTENANCE AGTIVITIES ABD GENERAL

Maintenanes forces have all been moved out ef Mile 58 and back te
Hepes, Seose Pass, Seward, and to the ney maintenance station st Silver Mp.
fhe shop and storage building and four residences at Silver Mp are complete.
Three of the residences are ocoapled and the other will be occupied in Hovem-
ber. The foundation for the second storage shed has been poured. Thia shed
will be completed next year when lumber from bridgee to be diamantled is
avellable. The maintenance crews have been blading all sectiona not actively
under construction, cleaning culvert pipes, and performing other work that
should be dene before cold weather. Recent blading placed the completed
section from Mile 58 to Peterson Oresk in excellent condition.

Weather during October hase been generally clear and progreas on most
ef the work wae considerably better than during September when it rained
moat of the month. There appears to be no possibility of any of the Seward-
Anchorege projects being completed for final inepection, acceptance and release



of the contractor thie year. The ground is now frozen to depths which preclude
the final finishing of shoulders and slopes. Borrow freezes as it is placed,
and final blading to blue tops and removal of large oversize particles is not
possible. Goneiderabdle cleanup will remain on all projects. It appears that
all material should be moved on A-1, and it should be completed rapidly after
the snow melts and the ground thawe in the Spring, The A-2, B-3 project likelywill be only slightly over 50% complete, and will require most of the season
ef 1952 before final acceptance and release of the contractor will be in order.
Moet of the roadway excevation on the B-2 project has been moved. With favor-
able weather the contractor may place another 50,000 to 60,000 c.y. of dberrow
this Fall. It appears now that about one mile of grading will not be complete
or open to traffic, and that 100,000 to 200,000 e.y. of berrow will remain
te be placed next year. This project should finish rapidly after the enow
meite and the ground thawe in the fpring, The contractor on the B-1 pro jest
has great capacity in his equipment, two 24 ¢.y. shovele and one 3} a.y. with
ample havling capacity. The job is all opened up and little drilling and blact-
ing is necessary. Unless the weather becomes too cold to operate, the contrac-
tor may be able to move moet of the remaining roadway excavation this year.
Most of the cushion borrew is expected to be placed next year. The amount
ef work to be accomplished on any of the projects during the reat of the Fallis quite largely dependent upon the weather. -

Dedication and the official opening of the Seward-Anchorage route was
held by the Interior Department at Girdwood on October 19 at 2:00 P.M. Rep-
resentatives of the Division and District offices were in attendance, On the
night of Timrsday, October 18 a dinner spensored jointly by the Seward and
Anchorage Ghanbers of Commerce was held in Anchorage. Assistant Secretary
Doty of the Interior Department and Delegate Bartlett were smong the speakers.
Immediately preceding the dedication cerenonies at Girdwoed on October 19 a
dinner was held in the Kuney Oompany's mess hall, About 65, incleding busi-
nese and civic leaders of Saward and Anchorags, representatives of the mili-
tary services and various government agencies that operate within the territory
were invited guests at the dinner. A program of the dedication which followed
the dinner is attached. OQonsiderable interest in the occasion was evident.
There were about 600 from Anchorage and Seward, and some from other Alaska
commnities in the crowd. Recordings of the program were made by the Alaska
Broséeasting Company, EFQD in Anchorage and the program was broadcaat at two
aifgerant times later in the day.

About a week before the ceremony all contractors were requested te place
their varieus sectiona of wrk in a eatisfactery condition to teke care of
traffie by the opening date. It was also necessary thet the road be suitable
fer winter travel and in a condition so it can be maintained through the winter,
and snow removal performed. All contractors cooperated admirably, and traf-
fic on, and since, the epening day was taken care of without undme inconven-
dence or hazard. Seme delay of traffic is inevitable in those areas where
contractors!’ equipment is working and there is no change of detouring around
the work. Traffie on the Kensal Peninsula is noticeably heavier since the road
opening, and some of the confirmed sourdoughs are steadfast in their convietions
that the falulous Kenai is now ruined. The trip can now be readily made between
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Seward and Anchorage by car in atout 44 hours, which is the scheduled time
for Alaska Railroad passenger traine, After paving is completed the trip
can be easily made in 2) te 3 hours.

With the inerease in traffic which the new road epening will mean
to this area and the dependence of publia motor vehicle carriers as well as
individuals on the read for tranaportation owr responsibilities for nainte-
nance, particularly snow removal during the winter months, have increased
materially. It is now censidered necessary to patrol the entire read daily
during the winter months, and to begin snow removal ap soon ae snowfall starts
in order to adequately maintain the road. Orewe and equipment are being or-
ganiged to provide adequate service.

There is a shortage of engineering personnel but the Realdent Englneors
have been able to keep the necessary stakes ahead of the contractor, Some
men have been transferred from the Richardeen 0 project te help on the various
Seward-Anchorage projects. As sold weather will likely begin in November and
will cause a slow down of all contract work, ne serious shortage of personne)will oscur this year. {+ ia now planned te obtain use of the U. 8, Court
Room in Seward for use as a drafting room again this winter,

Photographs and a progrese chert are attached.
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2:00 p.m. October 19, 1951

Wa. J. Kiem’
Ohief Engineer, Alaska Bond Commiasion

The Honorable %, L. Bartlett
Delegate to Gongresa for Alaska

‘Hugh A. Stoddard
Division Engineer, Burean of Public Roads,
represented by B. MN. French
District Engineer, Bureau of Publics Reais

it. Gen. Williem B. Kepner
Gommander-in-Ohief, Alaskan Command,
represented by Oaptain Jehn B, Reoney, U.8.H.
Deputy Chief of Staff, Alaskan Command

Major Gen, Julian W. Ounninghan
Commanding General, U.8, Army, Alaska
repretented by delenel Jamee W. Higgine
Transportation Officer, U.8, Army, Alegks

Mejor Gen. Williem D. Old
Gommending General, Alaskan Air Command,
represented by Colonel Victor L. Andersen
Deputy Ohief of Staff, Materiel

Larry A. Meore
Henager, Anchorage Chapter, Associated
General Contractors of Anerica

Glarence Keating
President, Seward Chamber of Semmerae

Jack Anderson
President, Anchorage Chamber of Commerce

dudge Anthony J. Dimond,
represented by Morrie A, Brunnelle

Gelonel J. P, Johnson
General Manager, The Alaska Railroad,
represented by Elroy F. Hinman
Assistant te the General Manager

Win, J, Blemi

The Honorable Dale J. Doty
Aseistant Secretary, Department of the
interior
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Glenn Highway, Sec. Bel. View from the air south of the highway at about Mile 90.The xiver in the foreground ie the Metanueke, (#1693)

bl-A4-14

jlenn Highway, Sec, Bel. Gheep Mountain C.4.A, station, about 100 miles east of,

Anchorage, as seen from the air enroute to Anchorage from Big Delta, MatanuskaGlacier is in the background. (#1890)
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“Purnagain Arm, Sec. Fe2,‘e showing tidal ero-
8 about 3miles south
of Girdwood. The bank
4s about 14 feet high
and is constantly caving
under the action of the
tidal currents, espe-
cially during ebb tide
when the tide is low, as
shown in the picture,
Note splash from a large
chunk dropping into the
water. Road and rail-
road in left background,
vellroad above and back
of highwey. High tides
cover entire aréa be-
tween bank and highway

(#1897)

NARRATIVE REPORT - OOTOBER 1951
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Turnageain Arm, See. Fe2,
4 cleseup view of the eroding
silt bank about 3 miles
south of Girdweed, See also
picture #1897 above.
(71898)
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al
Seward-Anohorage Highway, Sec. B-2, View north from ebout Mile 3%.
Showa new grading with borrow course inplace. (#1924) scowl
Llawh fox [90 fa flap

F AfGet BLfs |

Ll-a4-/8

he af
- Seward-anchorage Highway, Sec, A2, B3. View of partially completed Trail River
Bridge from the south, Alaska Raflroad ia on the right. Old read ia on theeidehili left and above the new bridge. (£1908)


