
Division Ten
Juneau, Alaska
August 3, 1951

For Me, G Wa Hayw, Acting Chief, Western Headquarters,
San. Francisco, Sxlifornia

From Hugh Aw Stoddart, Division Engineer, duneau, Alaska

Subjents Confidential Monthly Report for duly, 1952

With the best coustruction weather of the season,
construction operations on most prajeets were carried on

at
a
0 see wrectRy

rates However, on three projects little
& wes mode dve te the contracboret soncentration

of ettart on other projects. Activities on BI) construction
projects ore described in seme de in the attached reports
submitted by the Metrict Engineers.

Te difficulties encowiterad in ebtelning Tersiterial
concurrence in approval of a program to allocate the 1951
fiserl] year fumis for the Tongass Forest were noted in the
last report. Advlee was reeoived immediately aftex sulsciasion
of tha June Confidential Menthly Report which stated that this
part of the norasl, Forest Highway procedure wag unnecansary’s
A cemuniceation was eddresesd te the Texcitexial Board te
inferm thet group of the simplification in procedure. No
reply has been received.

The two at Ketehiken a in om contract

Par
1=A5,B8 wrich extends from Ketekikan te Wards Cove and FHP
eL@ extending from Refuge Cove to Whipple Greek, ware

ware ised om July 20 for
carlie

be received onAugust odThe project at Sitka, FHP iesh, >B, extending2
three miles

southeasterly
from the eLbty liwits WAS advertised

on duly 27 for bid apening om 4ugast 21.

T% was expe ed thet Forest Highway Prejest FHP
3leBsconsi. of 2.7 miles of grading and surfacing, Pn

north fron the end of the present road on Douglas Island, will
be advertdsed Inte in Auguste The other principal profecte
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to be financed from the 1951 Tengass Forest Highway
appropriation, the surfacing and peving of 322 miles
on the Glacier Highway and 266 miles on the Douglas
Highway, are expected te be advertised late in Septen-
her thus obligating practically all the special funds
now ayallabies

sé
Plans are being made to advertise the surfacing and

RE paving of the portion of the Turnagein Arm projeat from the
begimiing at Mile S86 te Girdwood on August 15, Tite work

Vey is to be finenced from 1992 artment of the Interior funds.
Tt ia one of the projects ineluded in the extension of the
August 17, 1918 agreement vith the Read Commissions

4s noted in Bietrict Enginser French's report, the
eompletion of a useable roadway under the railroad: ractfer the improvement ef the Tydien to Potter section willdy
not be ompleted unbil sometime in the fall, probably late
Ocbeber, and for thia reason the road opening celebration

a8 whi.eh
had been plane

SEARS

ed for August 13 is now postponed
=telye4
fhe Forest Service announced late in the month that

| ig nancing of the proposed mill at Ketchikan had been definitely
3

assured and that the contract for the purchase of timber had
been songummeted. Tt is understood that the contract requiresa dig completion ef the first stage of the devele
Lox production of 306 tens of ptilp, to be put into

ee), operation not later than 1 2b ie locally expacted that
consbrastion of the millwill begin late this fell.

it was neted in the last report that Colonel
Jona &

Re
Noyes, who served as Cameissioner of Reads for Alaska, had
been recalled to active military Services Late in the

tp it was announcedby the Dep ent of the Interior that Hrs
As F. Ghiglione, who had been Sdllonel Noyes! principal assistant,
was appointed Commissioner of Reads to serve as the adeinistrative
head of the Alabka Road Comission, It is believed that relations
between the Bureau and the Road Commission will. beceme more
harmonious ag & result of a directive to Mr. Ghiglione on telcing
office and @lse, dus in part, to the difference in the persotq
alities of the two mete
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During the month the Governor actively inabigated

an effort among a few local citizens to divert the three

and one-half million dollar appropriation for Fiscal. year

1952, Tongass Forest Highways to construction of a lov

standard road up the Taku River. After it was pointed out

to the lecal civie leaders that such an effort would

seriously jeopardize the appropriation,
the local Chamber

of Commeres which had considered sponsoring the movenent

decided 44 would be umise to give its support and probably

the effert will be direated through other channels.

Early in the month an inapestion trip was made poverting

active construction projects supervised by the Ruvean of Public

Roads on the Kenai. Peninsula and in the Big Delta areas The

opportunity was taken toe inspect road construction commecting

with the min syatem, Inoluded in the inspection wag the road

extending northwesterly fron Palmer on the Glem Highway toward

Willew on the Alaska Raliroads the Forty Mile road extending

north from Tetlin Junction about three miles southeasterly

from the Alaska Highway bridge over the Tanana River toward

the mining commeities of Chicken, Jack Wade and Eagle on the

Yukon Rivery the read connecting with the Forty Mile Road maz

Boundary
and extending eastward toward Dawson Ciuy on theSukons

ane the (oti Highway extending northward fronFairbanks to

Vengo

The Palmexr-<Willew road ia very low standerd fsellity,

emept for three or four miles lying in the Matbanuska Valley

adsecent to Palmer.

The Forty Mile Road hag been constructed to reasenably

. good alinenent and grade stenderds, The most significant

. fegture of thig road observed on our inspestion wae the emme

paratively rapid shublligation of thé roadway foundation

through permanently frozen ground that has resulted from the

thawing which hae eccurred progressively overcthe past three

years. Observation of the effect of thawinghas been noted

on earlier inepectiiona of this construction and results in a

growing conclusion that construction through frozen areas may be

faciliteted and simplified by a consbmetion program which would

provide for clearing and stripping from three to five years in
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advance of the grading operation, Obviously this relatively
long time interval would require a long range senstruction
program such as hes not been available for adoption in the
paste It 29 intended te consider this problem further and
work out the desirable construction plan.

Information was dbtainad that the Oenadian road
conneching the Forty Mile road with Dayson was all constructed,
including the portion within Alaska, by Canadien forces. The
standard of construction is very low, with the road helng not

tremendous smeunt of rise and fall as it fellows @ ridge fran
muth more than a truck trail, one lame in width, It invelves a

LVGx"« It remtizves threeapoint near the boundary te the Yukon
and one~half hours to traverse the 45 miles from the boundary™bo
the Yukon River, the road being full of high centers as a rest

Thereof inadequate maintenance, sara to have been a reason
able anopnt of traffic, particularly traffic originating th

*mining activity on the Forty Mile River and with the Road
gion persomel. employed on read constructions Mrs French has @

photograph of a typical section of this road in his report.
The road from Falrbanke to Livengood represents generally

higher quality of conetruction and geometric standards with
wniform readway widths. The alinenernt and curvature are consis
tantwith the topography traversed for the section of the newly
sonstructed pertion of the highway, It was particularly noted
that the read side cleamip, which is quite often very objection
able in appearance on ALaske roads, wes very satisfactory on
this highway. There wore no windreva of debris or unscreened
borrow pits that are normally so much in evidences While there
ie but Mttle local development or population adjacent te the
road beyorml the first tom miles, the mining operation at Liven
good appears te be quite atidve with at least one large dredge
operating and from al] appeerances the eperation is being carried
on at a level equal te that which hes usually been maintained in
the paste

The trip over the Glenn Highway was made on Sunday and
4t was noted that traffic has increased remarkably in the Last
three yeare and, algo, that the better surface has attracted
a great desl of recreational traffie from Anchorages While
lesg txaffic was encountered between Mile 162 on the Richardson
Highway and the Tok Cut-Off, 14 was still many times greaber
than hag bean previously observed.
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Diseussions with the contracters operating in the
Kenal. area indleate that, as a result of the increasing
level of construction activities, there is a growing
shortage of skilled equipment operators, particularly
shovel opevatars and blademan, as well as a shortage of
drivers for large truckeae At least two of the contractors
are finding it necessary to transfer competent or experienced
operaters frou their going operatious in the States.

Enclosures Monthly Report of Distries Engineer French
Monthiy Report of Miatrict Enginasy bylLes
Progress Chart for the Seward to Mile 58 Section

of the Seward-Anghorage Highway

HiS:rle
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Division Ten
duneau, Alaska
August 3, 1951

To: Mro A. C. Clark, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D. C.

From: Hugh 4. Stoddart, Division Engineer, Juneau, Alaska

Subject: Excerpts from Confidential Monthly Report for July, 1951

This report was sent on the above dete but the file copy

was sent by inistake along with the original copy sent to Mr. Clark.

PAS srle



DEPARTMENT OF SORMEECE
BUREAY OF PUBLIGO ROADS

Division 10
Seward Dietrist

HARBATIVE REPORT FOR

July 1951

QURBAGAIN ARM PROJEOTS

Section F-2; 19 Kiles
Peterson Creek to Indian

Nex J, Enney Company

foe specified enmpletion dete for thie praject 1a dune 30, 1951.
Werk has not been completed and the project has bean on penalty time,
$200 per day, during all of July, Substantially all ef the roadway
excavation has been removed. Soma cushion berrow material remains to
be placed from the pit st Infien and a small quantity remains to be
placed from the pit at Girdweod, Backfill of tha subgraded swampy ares
between Sta. 1816 and 1837 ia complete. The last bridge deck was poured
gduring the third week of duly and ie not yet ia service, Oonsiderable
enivert pipe remains to be installed and there iv a large amount of
Cleamip, sloping, ete. to be done. The read has been open and passable
nince the end of June, and is new in good shape for publics travel, The
Potter-Indlian seotion, being handled by The Alaska Railroad, has not
yet been opened for publie use so the only treffie-now using this sec-
tion is thet originating on the Kenai Pennineula te the south. ‘There
are till two large shovel and truck outfite, three patrols and coneid-
arable tractor aquipment on the project, se completion should be accom
plished in August or early Ssptenber.

Seour from Turnagein Arm tidal currents hes ereded the Turnagain
Arm 611% on which the reck £111 for the new readway is canstrected to
depths 10 to 15 feet belew the original elevation of the afit. This
hes occurred at a point about 2 miles south of Girdwood between Stations
1177 an@ 1190, Zhe mein tidal channel hee shifted toward the yoad from
its former lecation and has taken the allt out of an area of at leant
100 sores to depths of 10 te 15 feet below the original elevation of
the silt. FPhotegraphe are enclosed which show the 211+ bank during the
process of tidal eresion. Not lesa than a million yerds, and perhaps
eeveral million yeraa, ef silt were moved by this one change of the
tidal current. Plate are now belng made to provide material in a future
contract to backfill the embankment and protest the road at thie point.
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Section F-3
(§ Bridges en F-2)
J. J. Badraun Gompany

All work is complete in substantial eccordance with the contreat.
All bridges are in service. Thie project will net be carried on future
repertea, ; . .

Section @, 12 Kiles
indian to Pebter

Alaska Ralirosd Preject
MeK, Birch and Eiewlt

Heagex reports received on this project indicate that meat of
the work in progress is still north of Rainbow on the north part of the
project. The project appears te be amply equipped but the yardage re-
maining is aiffiewlt ae all of it ia rock alongside the railroad. There
has not been a representative of this District ever the project during
the past month but present indications are that the road may not he in
satisfactory condition fer public travel by August 13, which is understood
te be the tentative date est fer ite epening for limited public use.

SEWARBL.ANCHORAGE HIGHWAY

Section A~-1; 9) Miles
Mile 5 te Hile i2; end Mile 15 to Mile 12

Meneon and Osberg

Progress has improved considerable, Clearing hes been substan-
tially completed from Mile § to Kile 12 end ie now in progresa on the
Mile 12 to 15 section of adjesent preject 4-2, B-3. Most of the borrow
bag been placed on southerly ? miles of the project. Placing cushion
berrow on the reat of the project hee not started, Grading is subatan-
tially sowplete, except placing borrow, sleping end some excavation
along the ditoh lines from the south end to about Mile 10. Some work
hes been done and wark is in progress with two shovels, healing units,
tractor equipment and drilling equipment from Mile 10 to Nile 12 and
good progress is being mode. A dragiine and a fleet of 6 cy. trucks
aré exoavating and hauling borrew material from the pit at Mile 6.
Progress of thia operation has been fair. All substructure conerste
at Salmon Greek hae been poured, end structural steel ia at the site.
Timber benta at Dear Oreek and Grouse Oreek sre complete. Pilea designed
for Grouse Oreck were found to yield inadequate bearing and it wae neces-
eery to provide longer piles than those shown on the plans. Hort of
the present stringers for thie project and the adjacent 4-2, 3-3 pro-
ject have been poured at the contracter's camp at Mile 20. No work
ef any kind hes deen done on the part of the project between Mile 15
and Mile 18. Most of thie materiel is roak and this section is consflered
to ba good work for cold weather this fail.
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Bection A-2, B-3; 16% Miles
Mile 12 to 15; and Hile 18 to 33

Manson, Gaberg and Halverson

Progress ia fair. Ho further work has been done on the clearing
except on the Mile 12 to Mile 15 section. Clearing has progressed from
Mile 12 to about Nile 13) and fair pregress ie being made with a crew
ef about 15 men and 2 dozers, Grading ie still progressing northward
from Mile 18 along the shore of Kenai Lake above the railrosd. Most
of the material has been moved between Mile 16 and Mile 22 but consider-
able work remains along the ditch lines and on all slopes. Grading
work ie progressing between Mile 22 and Mile 23 with a shovel, Tourna-
rocker hauling units, drilling and blasting equipment, and 2 dozers.
Borrow is being placed between Mile 24 and Mile 26. Some borrow is
being hailed from the pit ai Falls Creek (Mile 26) across Trail River
to provide an access road from the eld read down the sidehill to the
nerth approach to the new Trail River Bridge. The heavy rock ssotion
nerth of the bridge will be drilled as soon as drilling and blactingis completed from Mile 22 to Kile 233. The old Boulder Greek pridgs
has been renoved and the excavation made for the box culvert. Steel for
the box is not yat on the projest. A detour bridge has been aonstructed
at Ptarmigan Greek and ail bents for the new bridge are complete. Ate-
quate bearing was obtained on the piling, fhe detour bridge at Falls
Qreek has been constructed and work ig in progress driving piles for
the new bridge. Adequate bearing is being obtained. Kost of the precast
stringers have been made at the contractor's camp at Mile 20. Part
of the culvert pipe has now been delivered to the project.

Section A-3; 2 Miles
Mile 1 te Mile 3

Resurveption River Bridges
Bteck and Grove

Roadway clearing is practically complete and placing borrow is
in progress. The matervial ig heing handled with Tournapuile from the
southerly pit. Water in the pit wll wake it necessary to use a dragline
befere any appreciable depth is reached. The contractor plans to use
a dragline to excavate the material from below water level, and then
pigk 4t up end haul 1+ with Tournapulis. All bridge work hee been mib-
sontracted to N. FP. Munter. Ne work on the bridges has been started,

Section B23; 17 Hiles
Hile 33 te Bile 50
Lytle and Green

Qlearing is substantially complete. Some burning of clearing
spolle and stumps grubbed from excavated areas remaine to be done.
Grading is substantielly complete from the south end at Mile 33 to about
Mile 354. About % mile of grading on the Mile 38 hill beginning at
Station 415, and about 4 mile of grading along Jerome Lake, be#inning
at Station 485 are reasonably well advanced. ‘The 2} o.¥./Baclid haulingshovel and
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anite are in operation on the Anchorage-Eenai wye connection. Brilling
and blasting is in progress between Station 425 on the Mile 38 hill and
Stetion 500 at Jerome Lake, and on the Anchorage-Eenad sonnet tion.
Grading with four tractor unite 1s in pregrese around Station 400 south
of the Kenai junction, Another tractor outfit consisting of 4 units
ie in operation around Stetion 465, between the Kenai junction and Jerome

-heke. Considering the favorable weather, end equipment on the projest,
progress during the past month on the grading is considered only fair.
Wet ground end the neseseity of etripping ahead of the grading ia re-~
gponsible to seme extent for the unfaverable showing en the grading,
The Quarts Creek box culvert ia complete except rubbing concrete sur-
feces, clesmup, ste. Footing is somplete fer the Suwamit Sreek box, anf
the walle should be poured by the end of July. Bxcavation is comlete
for the Colorado Greek box, and the feoting should be poured early in
August. Progress; on the structures ia considered good.

Section B-ly 7s Miles
Hile 50 te Hile 58
Mex Jd. Kuney So.

Slearing is substantially complete on the north 54 miles of the
projeot, Thies is mostly a hand isber operation and the right of vayis thoroughly cleaned up as the crew progresses southward, The grading
is progressing from north to south on the project. The grading of the
north mile of the prejest is substantially complete. The next mile is
probably $0% complete. Most of the oute have been pioneered with a
doger and partly excavated as fer south as about Station 1260, or Nile
S4. Most of the material moved te date did not require blasting but some
ef the material encounters® below will require blasting, Geneidering
the late stert on the project, and the mnsii amount ef equipment, feur
cate end one shovel outfit, pregrese is considered good. fhe sontractor
plans te move additional shovel and tractor equipment te the project
during sarly August, The sectional plate pipes have been delivered
for Pass Greek and installation work hae begun. fhe sectional plate
pipe for Donaldsen Greek, which is most urgently needed if favorable
progress on the south end ie to continue, has not yet bean shipped.
Consideration is being given to the installation of a sectional plate
pipe at Frenchy Qreek in lies of the water tunnel designed, on the basis
of a probable saving in cost and time, and the elimination of the dis-
tinet hagard to workmen working at the tunnel outlet under the high
aneteble north bank of Frenchy Greek. A change order is being processed
for a major grade ehange on the south 1$ miles of the project to avoid
excavation and waste of uneuitable material, and te provide a stable
reaibed that can be readily meintained during 211 seasons.



Beetion A-4
Victory Oreek Bridge at Mile 20

. Approach fille for the detour bridge have been senstructed.
There is no activity at the present time.

Section 3-83, 14
Snow Eiver Bridge
Keil and Peterman

All work is complete in substentieal accerdence with the eantract.
The bridge has been in service eines Last year. This project will not
be carried on fature yeporte,

KENAT HIVER HIGHWAY

Section 5-B2; 5% Miles
Mile 38 te Mile 41; and Mile 47 te Mile 50

iytie and Green

Progress has retarded considerably during the past month, Fracti-
Gelly all tracter equipment was moved te the adjacent Beward-Anchorage
B-2 Project late in June, Activities during the month have been limited
to drilling and blasting the remainder of the large rock cut at Station
W7O, moving the two cuts on the extreme eact end of the project, placing
& enel] amount of borrew and inetelling the 150" pipe in Davee Oreck,
Most of the contrastor's activity during the month was on the adjacent
Seward~Anchorage project. Late in the month a 1} c.y. shovel was moved
te the project and le in operation moving the reck cat at Statien iho,
imnedietely east of the Daves Oreek oulvert. The 2) e.7. shovel that
operated part of July in the eute at the eaet end of the project has
now been moved te the adjacent Seward-Anchorage Be? Project, Present
indieations are thet the contractor will complete the £111 at the Daves
Qreek culvert; open the firet three miles ef the project to traffic;
end then move the 14 s.y, chovel to Station 470 to complete the heavy
reck out. However, plens for this projeet have been changed so many
times that future progress cannot be predicted with any reasonable re-
liability.

Seetion 5-383; 5 Miles
Mile 41h te Mile 46h
Lytle and Green

Gontract time started July 4, No contract work has yeb started.
Considerable engineering work has been dene, and additional engineerine
work ig being done ae contractor's operators on the 5 B-2 project permit.



HIQHARDSON HIGHWAY

Section C; 39 Milas
Big Delta Junction to Repids

lytle and Green

Progress is poor, Work done during the paet month hes consisted
of placing seme borrow in the fill north of Darling Oreeky placing borrow
in the vicinity of Station 44 near the north end of the line changa;
and excavating a small amount of frezen material from the oute between
Station 214 and Station 221. Three tractors with desere end sarapers
are the only pieces of mejor equipment on the projefit. The totel average
force does not exceed 15 men. ‘The project is about2% complete. There
still renains ample time te complete the project within the specified
time limit but in view of the poor showing made te date, progress is con-
sidered unsatisfactery.

ALASEA HIGHWAY

Section A, Bly 52 Miles
Big Delta Junction to 11 Miles South of Johnsen River

Regera Gonstruction Oo. ond Babler Broa.

Frogresa is poor, No work has bean opened up except the section
nerth of delmgon River where the new line departs from the old read.
Clearing on thie 43 mile section is complete, and some stripping, end
excavation hes baen performed. Two unfrozen sand and 611% mits have
been moved. The contractor 1s apparently reluctant to tackle the frosen
cuts on this seetien, although he has been instructed to waste the un-
suitable material, The tetal equipment on the prejeet consiets of three
tractors with degers end eerapers. No sincere effort has been made to
move the frozen material with the equipment at hand, and apparently no
éifferent kind of equipment ia being seriously conaidered by the contractor.
duple time still remains to complete the project within the specified
time limit, but if the new grading on the 44 mile section north of John-
son River is to be completed s0 a winter eseason shall elapse before pav-
ing is placed on this section as previded in the contract, construction
operations will have to accelerate considerably. Compliance with this
provision will require completion of the grading of this 42 mile section
thie year. Progress is considered unsatisfactory.

GLENT HIGHWAY

Faimer to Richardson Highway Junction

These projects were observéd on July 15. The B-1 section was
complete; B-3 wae practically complete; and good progrese was evident
on B-2. Brief discussion with the contractor regarding the B-2 section
indicated completion of the grading by wid August and completion of all
work this year. This work is being handled by the Alaska Road Oommie-
sion,



MAINTENANCE AOTIVITIES AND GENERAL

Meintenancé personnel have been working on construction of the
Bilver Tip maintenance station, and doing mechanical work on motor equip-
ment in the Seward Shop. Good progrees ie being made on the maintenance
station. One of the 24’ x 60' shop and storage buildings in practically
complete except for the concrete floor and interior sheeting and ineule-
tion. Walle are up and roofs are on the four residential bildings.
Water lines, sewers and cese pools are in, The well end well house which
is adjacent to the shop building ie complete, Moat of the equipment for
the station has been delivered and is either at the site or stered in
Seward. :

Some diffieulty is being experienced in keeping up with the neces-
gary mechanical work in the Seward Shop, Skilled mechanical man are
extremely difficult to emplpy at pregailing wage beard scales.

Untreated timber deake on the o14 Seward Highway bridges, particu-
larly the three immediately north of Seward which are being replaced by
bridges included in the Seward-Anchorage Ao-3 Project, are deteriorating
rapidly. 1+ hae become necessary to use a part of the meintenance forces
to repair and replace parte of these decks in order to keep these bridges—in eperation for traffic. Laminated deck planks are breaking frequently
under normel legel leads. Another year of service will be required of
the old bridges before the new A-3 bridges can be expected te be ready
for traffic. The minimem amount of work to provide an additional year
of service ie being performed. .

Weather during the past month has been as favorable as any that
will ever prevail in Aslisska for construction work. ‘Temperatures have
been mild with practically no rain. ‘The warm weather materially hae
increased flow in all glacier fed streams but pregrese on the structures
bas not suffered. ’

Several experienced engineering side have left our employ for a
variety of reasone during the past month. The personnel situation is
now serious but not eritical. On most of the projects engineering work
is considerably ahead of contract operations; but contract operations
are behind schedule. Any good experienced men available should be hired
and sent to thie Dietrict as soon as they are available. The personnel
@iimation ie expected to become critical after mid September when students
yeturn te school and all contractors bend every effort to complete their
projects this year,

It is still too early to forsee whether or not the Seward-Anchorage
projects acheduled for completion this year will be completed on time,
Yeather during the next three months will be a controlling factor. Pro-
gress on Manson-Oeberg-Hslvoreon work, A-1 and A=2, B-3 projects is im-
proving. Lytle and Green who seemed to have the best etart early in
the season appear to be slowing down in the wet material and rook on the



Mile 35 hill. Ewney on B-1 made the latest start but is now making a
very good showing for the equipment on the project.

The land formerly inside the Seward Oity limite north of the
lagoon adjacent to the Seward-Anchorage A-3 project war eliminated from
the City by a special election on July 16.

Photographs and a progress chart are anclosed.
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SENARD-ARCHORASE, a2, B35. Preoast concrete stringers fer bridges.
Reinfercing eteel for additiens] stringers assembled on left is set
in form: with a exane for the naxt pour, (82592).
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SEVARI~ANQRORAGS, A2, B3. View north on nev lopetion 13 alies north
of Bevardg. The new read goes through lake shead about in center of
pleturs. (#2517).
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TURUAGATE AEM, 0 & 2,

HARRATIVE BRFOR? - JULY 195)

Genyon Orevk Bridges and road ahead, Hile 58
north of Seward at

the axtreue south
end of the Surnegain Arm

Projects. (#1526)-

({-T4- 36

RIGHARDSON HIGHWAY, SEG. B, View scress Birch Laks toward the north,
about 60 miles south ef Fairbanke. (m6)
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NARRATIVE REPORP - JULY 1951

61-14-37

fypieal Metanuske Valley farm scene on Palmer<Willew read. (£1606),

; aN

b\- 94-38

NN a
GLENS RIGHYAY, B-1, View east from Mile 85. Shows recently
completed paving. (#1608).
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typical view of single-lane, low-gtanderd road between the Alaska Boundary and Dawson,Yukon Territory, It was built by the Genadians for accese te Placer mineg in the area,This read conneots with a road under sonstruction from the Alaska Highwey near Tokvie Chiszes and Jack Wade te Bagle on the Yukon River. Practioslly this entire road“allows the ridges above the timber line. (#1617).

b(-T4- 40

View of Dawson waterfront along Yukon River. The stern wheeler rung between vhitehoree
and Deweon during the summer months. ‘There is no longer sny scheduled riverboat service
down river from Dewsen. (#1622),



|

|

an
e

HARRATIVE REPORT ~ JULY 1951

b-a4-

TURBAGAIN AEM, F=2, Two miles south of Girdwoed. View of gilt bank during the process
of tidal eresion, The entire srea in the background below the tide line haa now been
eroded to the level of the ares in the foreground. The vertical bexk is 10 to 15 feet
hivth, Average clevation of tide flat before scour was about 12,0; average elevation
& st scour wes 0.0. lLxeess rocky material in the fill slope prevented loses of road,
Brosion of the entire area including the materis] ebove the water in the background took
about ten deys. (#1503).
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TURNAGAIN ARM, F=2, Close wp view of silt bank during the process of erosion, (#1505).
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ACTIVITIES IN THE JUNEAU DISTRICT, DIVISION TEN

FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 1951

The weather during the month of July was fair, unusually warn,
and ideal for construction activities within the District, Of the two
Projects in the vicinity of Ketchikan under contract to Reed & Martin,
Ine., the north Project, extending from Wards Gove to Refuge Cove, was
sompleted during the month. The Project itself has a neat and pleas-
ing appearance, and the only work remaining is minor cleanup in the
gravel pit at Wards Lake and the final dressing of the waste material
dump on the beach at Wards Cove. The south Project between Buggze
Boach and Mountain Point pregressed satisfactorily during the month.
Wilder-Dawson, who are managing the work as Agents for Keed & Martin,
have suoceeded in keeping traffic meving with a minimum of delays and
discomfort and have, therefore, the full support of the general public.
Very little cleanup work hes eo far been done on the south Project,but
Wilder-Dawson expect to put men and equipment, released from the north
Project, on the cleamp work immediately.

The Sectiona between Ketchikan and Warda Oove, and between Re~
fuge Cove and Whipple Creek, were advertised by the Division Office
during the month, the Bids to be opened on August 8th. Two contract-
ere have approached the Resident Engineer's Office in Ketchikan for
information concerning the projects.

Daring the month it was announced that the Puget Sound Pulp and
Paper Company has entered into a contract with the U. &,. Forest Service
for Timber in one of the pulp areas in the vicinity of Ketchikan, ‘The
contract provides that the construction of the pulp mill at Wards Cove
will be started within a year. The cost estimate for sonstruction is
40 million dellears, and a showing of adequate financing was made by the
company before the contract was executed. It, therefore, now appears
thet the construction of a pulp mill in Southeastern Alaska is assured,
and the Forest Service is of the opinion that other mills will follow
within the next few years.



During the month Wilder-Dawson were notified by a group of in-
dividuals that the Herring Bay gravel pit was staked by them as a
Mining claim. The contractor was informed that he was trespassing,and
warned to move his equipment out of the pit. This pit has been used by
the Forest Service, the Bureau of Public Roads and other publie and pri-
vate users over a period of 18 years, and is specified in the contract
for the present construction. The Burean of Public Roads has a Special
Use Permit from the Forest Service for the use of this pit. The con-
tractor was directed by thie office to continue using the pit and, #0
far, there has been no reaction from the stakers of the claim.The same
group of individuals has also staked the Whipple Greek gravel pit which
has been used by the Forest Service and the Bureau of Public Roads for
the last 5 years, and is lecated near the terminus of the Project recent-
ly advertised by the Division Office. The pit is specified in the Spec—
4a) Provisions for the Project as being the sourne of select borrow, as
well as crushed surfacing material, A thorough investigation of this
pit was made last year by the Bureau of Public Reade, and @ request for
withdrawal of the area from all entry was made by this office last dJan-
wary. No official advice regarding this application has been received,
but we have informally been advised that the area recently was withdrawn
by the Secretary of the Interior. The gravel pit used by the Burean of
Public Reada on the Project between Wards Cove and Refuge Cove, near
Wards Lake and within the Forest Service Recreation Ares, was also stak-
ed by the same claimants.

It is apparent that this group of individuals, one of whom is the
manager of the only. commercial gravel plant at Ketchikan, is attempting
to obtain complete contrel of all gravel sources in the area. If success-
ful, they would be in position to demand a stiff royalty, not only from
the contractors on Burean of Public Roads work but also from the contract-
er having the construction of the pulp mill. The case has baen disauesed
with the U, S. Forest Service who is preparing to argue the case through
the courte if necessary.

The Project between the south city limite of Sitka and Siiver Bay
was advertised late in the month by the Divieion Office for Bids to be
opened August 21st. A few parcels of Right-of-Way will remain to be ob-
tained, the difficulty being in not receivingany reaction or answers of
any sort from owners who live in the States. dt:ie possible that condem-
nation will be necessary in a few cases. ‘
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The Project on Glacier Highway between Duck Creek and Auke Bay,
under contract to Keil & Peterman, was progressing satisfactorily dur-
ing the month, The material encountered in the subgrade excavation has
been somewhat less firm than anticipated. It is, therefore, probable
that there will be an overrun in select borrow to provide adequate depth
of stable materlal over the south sections. The private borrow pite de
veloped by the contractor were exhausted during the month, and he is now
excavating for borrow in the pit on the American Legion property. This
is one of the sources specified in the contract as being available for
the work.

The weather was ideal for the painting of the Douglas and Lawson
Greak Bridges, under contract to Anderson & Runnels, Hewever, an ac~
cident occurred on the Douglas Bridge on July 6th, whereby two of the
painters working on the bridge were seriously injured. <A truck passing
ever the bridge caught a spray hose and pulled the men down from the
scefifoiding. The contracter was, therefors, operating most of the month
with « reduced crew, and progress was slowed down considerably. At the
end of the month the Project wae about 76% complete.

The painting contract covering the Salmon River Bridge at Hyder
was not started at the end of the month, but we have been advised by the
Antonsen Painting Company who have the contract that equipment,materials
and men will be in Hyder on August 7th.

Maintenance activities throughout the District were routine dur
ing the month. Due to the unusual amount of construction activity in
Juneau and vicinity, we were not able to obtain the rental of a shovel
before the end of the month. This shevel is now being used on ditch and
slope cleaning on the Deuglas Highway between the Bridge and the Town of
Douglas, and also on the paved section of the Glacier Highway between
Juneau and the Airpert, The repair of the Eagle River Section of the
Glacier Highway was, by necessity, deferred because of our inability to
obtain a shovel and trucks. We hope, however, to be able to begin that
work the middle of August.

OBR F. WYLLER
August 3, 1951 District Engineer


