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Fo + Hr, C. ¥, Hayo, Acting Chief, Yestern Headquariers, San Fraseiscoe,
Gslifornia

Frem Hugh A, Stoddard, Division Engineer, Junesu
Subject: Oonfidential Honthly Repord for Februwary, 1951

Yagther for the month of Pebrunry was shout normsl for Alsckas and
wap somewhal warmer with heavier precipitation than for the preceding
month. Hngwfell wns guite heawy on the Eoonl Pebinewls reguivisy such
additionsl £ffort bo kesp rosdusys open for travel. It is wnderstood
thet the Ruad Commissien wee sble %o kesp the Thompson Poss secilon of

he Richardson Highway open throughont the mendh except for ome 30 hoor
period ooy g pear The end of the menth., The rosfl vas blosked by
ﬁrifﬁng snow carried by heavy winds.

rring o ihe comment of the last report on the Resd & Hertin

Katehilen, adyics vwas yoveived from the covbrachor fhat 1%

. th sub-conirack the remainder of the work $o & largs res~

: ifornia aonk o, Fepvbiotione with this firm fsiled bo
be mﬁa& ot and notid on was received later thatd an experienced
Shete of Hnehingbon cont¥actor would nhderiske to tomplebe the sontract,
It is expevied that the necessary sud-sonbract will be submitted for the
approvel of $his office in the near Tulure.

Burineg the mombh the Junesy District Uffice bas bYeen achive in
earsying on negobisbions for additienn] right-ofeway required for the
Zetehikan %o %amﬁ Gove highweys ¥hat ia probebly the first one thal
will be wnderiaben shevld sm appropristion be made wnder the suthorize-
tion of the 1950 Federal Hishwsy Aot for i;hs Pongags Batlonsgl Forsst.

& yrogrem Iether wan stimidted for Funds apporiioned %o Alasks by

the regﬂﬁz* ?gmgt Eighway Eﬁﬁﬁ i‘a&ﬁs t@ ;:ravi&s for the migtmss

: ,%.m; gméeﬁ%a. }?ﬁ s grs;aaaa& ts gefer gsﬁfm unbil 1% 1s
m whet rer %the speoial fonds will be appropriated.

%&g far congbruction of Segtion B2 of the Sewsrd-Anchurage High-
¥sY were opened on Eobruary 8. The projeot includes vlesring, grading
and grading sirostures for the portion of the highway exbending from
mile 32 %o mile 50. FThree bids were recelved for the project with the
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low bid being received from the 0. F. Lybtle Gonstructien Oo, and bhe
green Oomstruction Go. of lowa, iu the amount of $1,2%6,307. ¥ith sle-
quate competition heing obimined and the low bid being subsﬁantially
uvnder the englnser's estimete, the low Wil was recommended for sward
with the conowrrence of the Alaska Road Oommission, TFormal accephance
of the low bid wos made by Deputy Commissioner Glark on February 16,

Plang, mpecificoations and estimate for section AS-B3 of the Sewsrd-
Anchorage Highway were completed and project was advertised on Pebrusry
1% for bids te be opened on Marghi6., Thle sschbion exten&s from mils 13,

to mile 16 and from mile 18 to mlile 33,

fhe Territorial Legislature is now in session. GConsletent with
the Governor's recommendation thet legisglation be passed to remove him
- from membershlp on %wenty or wmore boards snd commigsions of the Terri-
tory government, legislation was inbroduced to place the Attorney Gen-
eral on the Board of Road QGommimaioners o replace the Governor. There
seemed to be every prospsct thet the bill will be passed during the
sesaion, bui the change is nol expeoted to impreove the Board's operations.

It wes announosd during the month that Don Wilsen, formerly City
Hanager of Anchorage, hss been appointed Direchor of the Alaska Public
Works preogram. HMr. Argetsinger, Distriot BEngineer, formerly thé adminis-
trative hoad, will conbinue o supervise the enginesring sctivifles.

Eenneth Kadow, (hairmen of the Alasks Field 3teff, announced his
resignation during the month, It has besa Mr, Xadow's resporsibility
to cooxrdinate the activities of the sgencies of the Depariment of the
Interior operating im Alasks, Alsco during the month Dr. James §. Ryan
resigned an Director of Hducsilon for the Territory.

The Road Commission awnounsced the appointment of Fugene ¥White to
the post of Distriot Engineer for the Rosd Commizsion st Anchorage %o
fill the vacaney csused by the death in an subomobvile amccident of 7. I,
Rivenes. Hr. Vhibte had beon employed at intervals over several years
by the Bursau of Public Roads abt Junean, and alse in the Ssn Franciseo
office bejween 1930 and 1940, He had been Chief Locating ZEngineer for
the Road Comnission for twe years.

1% was reported that the Sudb-commititee including Senabors Humi,
8altonetall and Morse of the Armed Services Jommittee of the Semate,
have taken the position that the Sewsrd Bransh of the Aleska Railroad
should not be absndoned without Gongressional epproval, which probadly
meang thai services on the Sewsrd Branch will not be szbandoned fer the
period of the present emergency, at leash.



Hr. John ¥, Glbba, the firet of the group of twelve engincers
being Stransferred bo Alapka from Denver, 5en Froncispo end Portland
grrived in Junean on February 27. 1% in expected that all of the
other enginesrs of this zrowp will arrive in Alesks by the 1b6th7of Mareh,

Er, Hiely, in cherge of the reamuitment of engineering sssist-
ente in the Seattle area veports e very antlufactory show of interest
in the work and is confidend that it will be earrisd out sucoespfully.

During the past thres menbhs mpplicstions for fssusnes of DO
ratings for searce materials reqnired in bridzes snd minor stractureg
on the Seward %o Anchorage nreject, and slso the two contracts to be
supervined by the Durasw on the Interdoer highways heve besn rogussted
of Hational Produstion Administrabion by our ¥Washington O¥fice, Vhile
prioritices have not yob been oblisined it 4s undepstood thet fhe manu~
factupsre are prepured to supply the nessessery usteriale with the
wifleratanding thet the rebtings will be mads es soon as they can be
progessed. Yt iz understond that the fabriestory are reluchtont to make
shipments until pricridiss sre scbuslly ocubablished, While thare hus
been ne delsy omuned in $he field so fay, 1t 48 appavent thet unlees
early notion 1s tsken fsilure %o have the moberisis on hsnd ad the
baginning of the construchion semeon will serdainly roguld in non-gol-
pletion of the work thie senson, The progress muls in the next month
or zix wesks on dslivery of mskerlaels will prodebly detormine if thie
Organization is %o moed its commitment te finiah the reconstrusilon of
the Seward to mile 58 sscbion this yenr.

Enclesurass  Honthly Heport of Diatrict Engineer Wyller
Honthly Report of District Vngineer French

HAS: vo



PEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
Division 10
Seward District

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR
Pebruary 1951
COKIRACT CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

All work remains closed down for the ¥inter, as previously reporied.
Some work is expected to start in March. The extent of this work started in
March will depend te s considerable extent upon the weather and depth of
snow,

Bids on the Seward-Anchorage B-2 project wers received on Februsry 8
and award was subsequently made to the C. F. Lytle Cc. and Green Construc-
tion Co. or their low bid of §1,236,207.00. The sesond bidder was Stock and
Grove of Anchorage with & bid of $1,327,880. The low bid wmas about 0% be-
low the engineers estimate.

The Seward-Anchorage A2 B3 Section was adveriised February 13 and
bids will bs received on Merch é. Provision has been made for bidding the
project in two different units if bldders sc elect.

LOCATION SURVEIS ANRD DESICR

The survey on the Seward-Mile 3 section was started the first week
in February and is now practically complete. This project consists of 3
major bridges and a fill of borrow material., HRelocation on the west side
of the Alaska Bailroad will eliminate two grade crossings that exist on
the present road., All of these sireams are of glacler origin and subject
$o violent floods which occeuwr every 5 to 10 years,

Additional foundation investigstions are being made at the Quaris
Cresk bridge site on the B-3 section of the Kenai River Highway. This
section is expected to be placed under comiract this ysar.

Seme additional survey data are being obtained on the Kenal River '
Highway, Section A, betwsen Coopers Landing and the Forest Boundary. It
is planned to start the foundation investigstions for the Kenai River
Bridge at Schooner Bend and the Cooper Creek bridge within a short time,

GENERAL

Considerable snow fell between Seward and Mile 18 on February 20,
making the snow at Mile 12 about 5 feet deep. There is & depth of about
2} feet at iile 52 and about 5% feet on the Ingram Creek Summit. Tempera-
tures have not been extreme and glacier actiom on all of the roads is still
troublesome. The truck mounted boiler is in use practically every day
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thawing culverta., Considerable difficulty wmould have been experienced
this winter in keeping the road open if the old boiler had not been re-
placed last winter. All motor patrels are required to keep the ice off
the surface of the road where glaciering eccurs. The use of serrated
grader bits has provee highly satisfactery in blading off the ice and
keeping the road surface scored znd less slippery.

It is planned to open the Mile 18 camp on MEarch 1 and start as
much staking as possible. The caump is practically ready fer encupancy.
Kost of the experienced men being transferred from the States will arrive
on March 15, and engineering work on all projects will be started as soon
after that date as pessible.

Photographs are enclosed.



BAF o.f, 6 - 1)03, Sswerd-Anchorage, Tarnngein fom Ssction 8, View from
nefly congiraolad Zestion 6. Bhows oow ed Pl moees in desp susw
along Grenite sraaza shout Hils 53,

L\- G4~ 6

B ¢ ¥, & ~ 1108, Sewerd-Auchorsge, Section A2, B3, Viev of Alasks
Bellyond eloeng Trall Lske, Hile Eé Pieturs is teicen from oid roed
on sidehill s%we ths railrosd, At this point ths rallroad eligmuent
will be changed and the new highwey will fallow the railrosd slong

{ the lmke shore betwaen the railroad and the hill,

PEBRUARY, 1951
BARRATIVE ERPORY
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¥ o.f, 1M - 1122, Bewawi-Anchorsge, Bmtien ﬁ 33. Tiew of glsclering
along @ld rosd immedlately north of Hoose Fasm, Ive hos camsed consld-
syable trouble at this point all wi}ztsr znfi 5% one {ime threatened to
Ms the houge, CUonetent work was domdzinm an effort te keep the enl-\
vert pipes open and the ice bladed off the road surfece,

b~ 6%

L

BF 242 - 1111, Seward-Anchorsge, Sestiom A2, B33, Tiew north from slong
014 Toad at about Mile 18.7 This sidehill seption is typlosl of ®nit 1
of the AP, B3 mection. The Alusks Builrond is elang the shore of Kemal
Lake left of the rood.

FEBNUARY, 1951
FARBAYIVE HEPORE
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O¥
ACTIVITIES IR THE JUNEAU DISYRICT.DIVISION TEE
FOR THE MONTH OF PEBRUARY 1951

There were ne consiruction projeats sctive in the District
during the month of February. 7The iwo Ketchikan projects, 1-87,063
and 1-D6,E4, remained oloved and ne further arrangements had btesn
Bade concerning the reopening of these prejects, The proposed meet-
ing bstwesn representatives ef the contracting cowmpany and the
bonding compsny in the Divielen Office did not materirlize, as the
contrpotor hae as yeb not besn eble to make any srrangemenis to be
presefitsd to the Buresn of Public Rosds at the meebing. [hé enly
other sonstruetion project under contract at the present time i%s Fro-
Jeet 2.D4,76, under contract to Eeil & Peterman., The contrasotbing
£irm hag made arrangements for shipment of materials and eguipment to
the project, and the bulk of this is %o arrive in Juneeu early in Harch.

¥r. John ¥, Gibbs, BRighwey Engineer, G8-9, srrived the latter
part of the month from Denver to take charge of Project 2-Db, Fé. The
gteking of the project will begin esrly in Harch.

Vork continued on the survey on the two seotiong of Tongass
Highway north of Eetehikan which are under the first yesr program to
" be comstructed by the proposed speeisl sppropristion for pulp roads.
Oonsiderable Aiffioulty hasg been experisnced in the location of the
line and in obtaining Right of ¥Wey. Uuring the month the estimmte on
the alternate line menticned ia previous reperts was completed, and
this line has now heen sdopied for the finsd lecation. It wes ssiimat.
ed thzi the oost of Right of Way on the section that has been relocated
will be rsduced by appreoximstely $10,000.00 by use of the sl ternate
line. BSince the Right of Way on thie project is to be paid for by the
Territoricl Engineer's office, the Territory has 2greed to contridbute
the §10,000.00 saved on Right of Way toward the construction of the
road.

Mr, ¥William A, Wood, Distriet Constructioen Englneer, spent
practically the entire month of February in XLetchikan in an effort to
sccelerate progress on the survey and alse obimla the necessary Rights
of ¥ey. Due to bad westher and diffioult terrailn, progress las been
rather slow, end in the matter of obtmining Rights of Way, due to the
close proximlty of houses and other improvements to the present road,
property owvneres have a decldedly negative cttitude toward grenting ad-
ditional Right of Way widthe, Some deeds have been obtnined without
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too much difficulty, bul it ie believed that come necessary Right of
Way parcels will have to be obimined by condemnaiion,

Mre, Bnglish, Becretary to the Dletrict Engineer, returned
February 20th, after several montbs gick leave in the States,

The meintensnce operations throughout the Digirict were more

or lesg routine Guring the month, In some sreas there wos convinual
snowfell, with resultant hesvy snow removal. During the middle of the
month we had & period of rather mild weather which washed away consider-
able of the snow and ocaused A major anow slide on the Thene section of
the Glacler Highway. fThe road was, howsver, opensd to traffie &p=in in
& muatter of about six hours, The latier part of the month, wintsr set
in again with freeging weather and snow, and the probabilities are that

we may still have another month of winter.

B

CER ¥ WILLER
March 2, 1951 District Engineer



Division Ten Jumean, Alacka

March 2, 1851
T ¢t Hr. A, 0. Clark, Deputy Commissionsr, Wazhington, D. C.
From H Hugh A. Sioddart, Division Engineer, Junesu
Subject Confidential Honthly Repor} for Februsry, 1851

veabher for the month of February waa sbout normal for Aladks and
was somewhat wermer with heavier presipitation than for the preceding
nonth., Snowfall was quite hoavy on the Eeonsl Peninsule reguiring much
additional effort to keep roadways open for travel, It is undersiood
thet the Boad Commission was shls %o keep the Thompson Pass sestion of
ths Richsrdeon Eighwey open throughout the month ezeept for one 30 hour
period ocourring near the end of the month. %Ths road was Bblocked by
drifiing snow curried by heavy winds.

Referring to the comment of the last ropork on the Reed & Hartin
sontract st Retshikan, advice wae received from the contractor that i%
was propused to sub-coniract the remginder of the work ¢0 & lsrge reg-
pongible Oalifornis contractor. Hegotistions with this firm failed %o
be esrried out and notiflcstion was reoceived labter thal an experienced
State of ¥Washingbon contrsctor would uwnderiake to complebe the contract,
1% is expected that the nesessery aub-~contrast will bo submitied for the
aepyroval of this offies in the near futurs,

During the smonth the Junesu District Office hes been aotive in
earrying on negobiations for alddisionsl right~of-uny reguired for the
Eeishikan to Vards Cove. highways that is probably the firet ome that
will be undertalen should an appropristion be made under the suthorize~
tion of the 1950 Federel Hishway sct for the Tongrss Hational Porest,

A program letter was eubmitted for funds spportioned to Alnska Ty
the regulur Porest Highuwsy 1852 funds to provide for the malntenante
and loeation swrvey astivities for the coming season. 7There remsins

sevsral bhundred thoussnd dollars of this class of funds for programming
1o consbtruction projecis, 1% is proposed to defer setion uniil it s
knows vhather the speclal funds will be sppropriasted, '

Bids Tor constyucilen of Heckion B2 of {he Sewsrd-Anchorsge High-
way vera opensd on February B. The project includes clearing, grading
znd grading structures for the portion of the bishwey exbending from
gile 32 to mile BD, Thres bids wore recelved for the project with the
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low bid being reosived from the C. F, Lytle Consbruction Co. and the
Gresn Conshruction o, of lowa, in the amount of $1,236,207, With ade-
quate coxpotition being obbsined and the lov bid being substaniially
wdey the engineerts omtbimate, the Low bid was recommended for sward
with the concurrence of the Alschka Rosd Commission, Yormal acceptmnoe
of the lov bid waes made by Deputy Oommissloner Ulark on Pebruayy 16.

Plans, mpecificvetions nnd estimate for section AS-BE of the Seward-
Anchorsge Highway wers completed snd preject was sdvertised on Tebruary
13 f£or bids Yo be opened on May 6. This section extends from mils 12
to mile 16 and from mile 18 4o mile &3,

The Territorisl Degislaturs is now in session, Oonsistent with
the Govarner'y recommendabion that legislotion be passed to remove him
from membership on twenty or more hosrds and comnmissions of the Terri-
Tory government, leglslation was introdused to plage the Attorney Gen-
eral on the Bosrd of Road Commissioners to replace the Governer. There
seemed {0 Yo every prospect thet the bill will be passed during the
seselon, but the chanze is not expecbed bo improve the Bomrd's eperations,

1% was amnounced during the menth that Don ¥ilson, formerly 04w
Ranager of Anchorsge, has besn appolinbed Director of the Alagka Public
Works program. Hr. Argelsinger, District Engineer, formerly the adminis-
trabive head, will continue Yo snpervise the englnsering activities.

Kanneth Xaedow, Chairman of the Alagka Tleld Staff, announced his
resignetion during the month. It has been Mr, Kedow's responeidility
Lo soordinabte the actividles of the agencles of the Depariment of the
Interier operating in Alsska, Also during the month Dr. James (0. Ryan
resizned as Director of Eduestion for the Territory.

The Road Commignion snnownced the sppoinbment of Pugene White teo
the poud of Digbrict Fngineer for bthe Road Commission ab Anchorage to
4311 the vacanoy caused by the death in an subomobile acoldent of 7. I.
Eivenes, Hr,. White boad been employed =% inbervals over seversl years
by the Burssn of Public Roads st Junsaw, and slso in the San Francliasoo
office between 1830 and 1540, He had been Chief Locsting Engineer for
the Road Gommission for two years,

It wze reported that the Sub-commities including Senstors Huat,
Saltonatall and Morse of the Armed dervices Commithse of the Jenatbs,
have btaken the position that the Seward Branch of the Alaska Reilrosd
sbould not be pbandoned without Congressiomal approval, whieh probebly
means that services on the Seward Braneh will not be abandoned for the
period of the present emergency, at leash.
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Kr. John W. G4bba, the first of the growp of twelve engineers
being transferred to Alagka from Denver, Jan Franciseo and Poriland
arrived in Junean on Februsry 27. It is expoched $hat sll of the
other enginesrs of this growp will srrive in Alasgka by the 1Bth of March,

Hr, Eiely, in charge of the reoruitment of engineering asnistents
in the Zeattle area reporbs a very satisfactory show of interest in the
work and ie confident that 1% will Ybe carriasd ocud successfully.

During the past three monthe spplicetions for iseuance of DO ratings
for starce maberials required in bridges and minoy structures on the Sew-
ard Lo Anghorage projeat, and alme the two conbracts te be supervised by
the Bureay on the Interler highweye have beon requosted of ¥abiomal Pro-
duction Adminiebration by our Yashingion Office. While priorities luve
not yet heen obtained 4t is wmdarsicod thod $he menwfesturers are prepared
t6 avpply the necespary meterials with the understanding that the yeiiness
will be made ay moon as they can be processed. It 1s understood that the
fabricotors ave reluctant %o make ahipments unbil prioritvies are actually
esbablished. While thepe haa bson ne delsy caused in the £4¢l4 ss fay,
i3 is spparent that unless early actlon is ¢ aken failure %o have the
materials on hand b the beglnning of the consbruotibn seasen will ger-
tainly result 4in non-completion of the work ihis semson. The progress
mede in the next monih or aix weoks on delivery of materisls will prebably
deternine if this Organization is 4o mest 4its commitment %o Finish the
reconatruction of the Seward to wile 38 section this year,

HAS: wm





