
Division Ten Juneau, Alaska
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Zo % Mr, 0. ¥. Mayo, Acting Chief, Western Headquarters, San Franciace,
Gallfornia

Fron 3 Hugh A. Stoddart, Division Engineer, Juneau

Subject: Gonfidential Monthly Report for February, 1951
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low bid being received from the G6. F. Lytle Gonstruction Go. and the
Green Construction Go. of Iowa, in the amount of $1,286,207. With ade-
quate competition being obtained and the low bid being substantially
under the engineer's estimate, the low bid was recommended for award
with the conourrencs of the Alaska Road Gommiseion, Formal acceptance
of the low bid was made by Deputy Commissioner Glark on February 16.

Plans, specifications and estimate for section A&-B3 of the Seward-
Anchorage Highway were completed and project was advertised on February
13 for bids to be opened on Manghié., This seoation extends from mile 13,
to mile 15 and from mile 18 to mile 83.

fhe Territorial Legislature is now in session. Oonsietent with
the Governor's recommendation that legislation be passed to remove him

' from membership on twenty or more boards and commissions of the Yerri-
tory governnent, legislation was inbroduced to place the Attorney Gen-
eral on the Board of Road Gommiseionera to replace the Governor. There
seemed to be every prospect that the bill will be passed during the
session, but the change is not axpected to improve the Board's operations.

I$ was snnownoed during the month that Don Wilson, formerly City
Manager of Anchorage, has been appointed Director of the Alaska Public.
Works program. Mr. Angetsinger, Distriot Engineer, formerly thé_adminis-
trative head, will continue te supervise the engineering activities.

Kenneth Kadow, Chairmen of the Alaska Field Staff, announced hie
resignation during the month. It has been Mr, Kadow's responsibility
to overxdinate the activities of the agencies of the Department of the
Interior operating im Alaska. Also during the month Dr. James 6. Ryan
resigned asDirector of Hducation for the Perritory.

fhe Road Commission announced the appointment of Eugene White to
the post of District Engineer for the Road Commission at Anchorage to
fill the vacansy caused by the death in an automobile accident of F. I.
Rivenes. Mr. White had been employed at intervals over several years
by the Burean of Public Roads at Jumean, and also in the San Francisco
office between 1930 and 1940, He had been Ohief Locating Engineer for
the Read Commission for two years.

it was reported that the Sub-committee including Senators Hunt,
Saltonstall and Morse of the Armed Services Sommittee of the Senate,

- Rave taken the position that the Seward Branch of the Alaska Railroad
should not. be abandoned without Congressional approval, which probably
means that services on the Seward Branch will not be abandoned for the
period of the present emergency, at Least.
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Mr. John W. Gibbsa, the first of the group of twelve engineers
being transferred to Alaska from Denver, Sen Franciseo and Portland
arrived in Juneau on February 27, 16 1a expected that all of the
other engineers of this group will arrive in Alagka by the 16th ‘of.Mareh.

My, Edely, in cherge of the rearuitmont of engineering assist-
ants in the Seattle area reparte a very sotiefactery show of interest
jn the work and is confident that it will be esrrisd ont successfully.

Dorling the past three months applications for issuance of D0
ratings fer searce naterisin required in bridges and minor structures
on the Seward te Anchorage projeet, and also the two scentrests to be
supervised by the Bureau on the Interler highways heve been requested
of Hationsal Production Administration by our Washington Office, While
priorities have not yet been obisined 4¢ is understood that the manu~
facturere are prepared to supply the necessary unteriale with the
underateanding thet the ratings will be made as soon as they cen be
procssgad, Jt La wnderetood that the febrientory are reluctant to make
shipments until priorities are actually established. While there has
been neo deley aquusad in the field so far, 1¢ in apparent that umiess
early action Ls taken failure te heve the materials on hand at the
beginning of the constxucbion seegon will certainiy resul$ in non~-sem-
pletion of the werk thig senceon. The progress mde in the nex} month
or aiz weeks on delivery of usterlals will probably determine if this
Organizntion is $e mast its commitment te finish the reconstruction of
the Seward to mile 58 seqtion this year.

EnGlosures: Monthly Repert of District Imgineer Wyler
Monthly Report of District Engineer Frensh
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Divisien 10
Seward District

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR

February 1951

CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

' ALL work remains closed down for the Winter, as previously reported.
Some work is expected to start in March. The extent of this work started in
March will depend to a considerable extent upon the weather and depth of
enw,

Bids on the Seward-Anchorage B-2 project were received on February 8
and award was subsequently made to the C. F. Lytle Gc. and Green Gonstruc-
tion Ce. on their low bid of $1,236,207.00. ‘The second bidder was Stock and
Grove of Anchorage with a bid of $1,327,880. The lew bid was about 10% be-
lew the engineers estimate.

The Seward-Anchorage A2 B3 Section was advertised February 153 and
bids will be received on Merch 6. Provision has been made for bidding the
project in two different units if bidders so elect.

LOGATION SURVEYS AND DESIGN

The survey on the Seward-Mile 3 section was started the first week
in February and is now practically complete. This project consists of 3
major bridges and a £111 of borrow material. Relocation on the west eide
of the Alaska Railroad will eliminate two grade crossings that exist on
the present road, All of these streams are of glacier origin and subject
to violent flceode which oceur every 5 to 10 years,

Additional foundation investigations are being made at the Quarts
Greek bridge site on the B-3 section of the Kenai River Highway. This
section is expected te be placed under contract this year.

Some additional survey data are being obtained on the Kenai River °

Highway, Section A, between Coopers Landing and the Forest Boundary. it
is planned to start the foundation investigations for the Kenai River
Bridge at Schooner Bend and the Cooper Creek bridge within a short time.

GENERAL

Considerable snow fell between Seward and Mile 18 on February 20,
making the snow at Mile 12 about 5 feet deep. There is a depth of about
24 feet at Wile 52 and about 53 feet on the Ingram Creek Sumit. Tempera-
tures have not been extreme and glacier action on all of the roads is still
troublesome. The truck mounted boiler is in use practically every day
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thawing culverts. Considerable difficulty would have been experienced
this winter in keeping the road epen if the old boiler had not heen re-
placed last winter. All motor patrols are required to keep the ice off
the surface of the read where giaciering ecocurs. The use of serrated
grader bits has proven highly satisfactory in blading off the ice and
keeping the road surface scored and less slippery.

It is planned to open the Mile 18 camp on March 1 and start as
much staking as possible. The caup is practically ready fer ercupancy.
Most of the experienced men being transferred from the States will arrive
en March 15, and engineering work on all prejects will be started as soon
after that date as possible.

Photographs are enclosed.
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BOF «.f. 6 - 1103. Sewaxé-Anucheraga, Tarmagein Am Section 6, Yiew from
newly construeted Seatien 6. Shave caw.att tell moece in deep anew
along Granite
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Sewerd-Auchorage, Settion 42, 33. View of Alaska
Bellrosd sleng Trail Lake, Mile 28, Picture is teken from 014 roed
on sidehil? abeve the railroad. At thie point the rallxvoad slignmentwill be changed and the new highway will fallew the railroad along

| the lake shore between the reilrosd and the hf12,
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BMF c.f, 1% - 1122. Sewavd-anchorage, Section 42,33, Yiew of gleciering
along eld rosé immediately northof Moose Paes, Ine has caused censid-
erable trouble at this point all winter ani Ab one time threatened to

_

damage the henge, Constant york was doné=in an effert te keep the onl-”
vert pipes open ond the ine bladed off the road surface,
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BMF 2-2 - 1111. Seward-Anchorage, Section 42, 23. View north from along
01d read at about Mile 18.7 This sidebill sention is typical of Unit 2
of the AZ, 33 section. The Alaska Indlrond is eleng the shore of Kenai
Lake left of the road,

FEBRUARY, 1952
HARRATIVE REPORT
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ACEIVITIES IN THE JUNEAU DISTRICT. DIVISION TW
FOR THE MOWZH OF FEBRUARY 1951

There were no construction projects active in the District
during the month of February. The two Ketchikan projects, 1-B7,63
and 1-D6,84, rewained slosed and no further arrangements had been
made concerning the reopening of these projecte. The proposed meet-
ing between representatives ef the sontracting company and the
bonding company in the Division Office did not materiplize, a9 the
contractor has as yet not been able to make any arrangements to be
presented to the Bureau of Public Roads at the meebing. £
other construction project under sontract at the present tine a8 Pro-
ject 2-D+,F6, under contract to Keil & Feterman, The contracting
firm has made arrangements for shipment of materials and equipment te
the project, and the bulk of this is to srrive in Juneau éarly in March.

ealy

Nr. John W, Gibbs, Highway Engineer, 68-9, arrived the latter
part. of the month from Denver to take charge of Projeat 2-D4,#6, The
staking of the project will begin early in March.

Werk continued on the survey on the two seations of Tongass
Highway north ef Eetehikan which are under the first year program to
be constructed by the proposed special appropriation for pulp roads.
Considerable diffiewltyhas been experienced in the leeation of the
line and in obtaining Right of Way. Uuring the month the estimate on
the alternate line mentioned in previous reperts was completed, and
this line has now been adopted for the final location. It was estimat-
ed that the cost of Right of Way on the section that has been relocated
will be reduced by approximately $10,000.00 by use of the alternate
line. Since the Right of Way on thie project is to be paid for by the
Territorial Engineer's office, the Territory has agreed to ecorntribute
the $10,000.00 saved on Right of Way toward the construction of the
road.

Mr, William A. Wood, District Construction Engineer, spent
practically the entire month of February in Xetchiken in an effort to
accelerate progrees on the eurvey and also obtain the necessary Rights
of Way. De te bad westher and difficult terrain, progress las been
rather slow, and in the matter of obtaining Righte of Way, due to the
close proximity of houses and other improvements to the present road,
property owners have a decidedly negative attitude toward granting ad-
ditional Right of Way widths. Some deeds have been obtained without
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too much difficulty, but ie believed that come necessary Right of
Way parcels will have to be obtained by condemnation.

Mrs, English, Secretary to the District Engineer, returned
February 20th, after several monthe sick leave in the States.

The maintenance operations throughout the District were more
or lesa routine during the month, In some areas there wee continual
snowfall, with resultant heavy enow removal. During the middle of the
month we had a period of rather mild weather which washed away consider-
able of the snow and caused 4& major enow slide on the Thane section of
the Glacier Highway. The road was, however, opened to traffic Agsin in
& matter of about six hours, The latter part of the month, winter set
in agein with freezing weather and snow, and the probabilities are that
we May etill have another month of winter,

CER Y WYLLER
March 2, 1951 - District Engineer
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fo 4 Hy. A. 0. Clark, Beputy Commissioner, Washington, D. 6.

Frou t Hugh A. Stoddart, Divieion Engineer, Juneau

Bubject : Gonfidentiel Monthly Report for February, 195%

Weather for the month of February waa about normal for Alacke and
was somevhat warmer with heavier pretipitation than for the preceding
month. Snowfall wae quite heavy on the Eenai Peninsula requiring much
aiditional effert to keep roadways open for travel. It is understood
thet the Read Commission was able to keep the Thompson Pass seabien of
the Richardson Highwey open throughout the month exeept for ane 30 hour
period occurring near the end of the month. fhe read was blocked by
avifting snow carried by heavy winds.

Referring to the comment of the last report on the Read & Martin
contrast at Fetehtken, afivice was received from the contractor thet it
wasn proposed te sub-contract the remainder of the work to a large Tes-
ponsible Oalifornia contractor. Negotietions with this firm failed te
be carried out and notification was received later that an experienced
State of Vashington contractor would undertake te complete the contract.
It is expected that the necessary aub-conbrast vill te submitted for the
approval of thie effice in the near future.

During the sonth the Jimmeau Dietrict Office has bean active in
garrying on negotiations for additional right-of-way required fer the
Ketthiken to Warde Gove, bighvways that ia probably the first one that
will be undertaken should an appreprintion be made under the aubhoriza~
tion of the 1950 Federal Highway Act for the Tongass Hetional Forest.

A program letter was submitted for funie apporthiens’ te Alaska hy
the regular Forest Highway 1952 funds to provide fer the maintenance
ami location survey activities for the coming season. There remains
several hundred thousand dellate of this class of funds for programming
jo conatrucbion projects, 14 ia proposed te defer action until it is
knows whether the special funde will be appropriated.

Bids for construction of Section Be of the Seward-Anchorage High-
way were opened on February 8. The project includes clearing, grading
and grading structures fer the portion of the highway extending fron
alle 33 ta mile 50, Three bids were received for the praject with the
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low bid being reasived from the 0. F. lytle dengtrusction Co. and the
Green Construction Oo, of Iowa, in the amount of $1,236,207, With ade-
quate competition being obtained and the lew bid being substantially
unter the engineer's ertimate, the low bid was recommended for award
with the conourrence of the Alaska Road Commission. Formal, agceptance
of the lew bid was made by Deputy Commissioner Clark on February 16,

Plans, spsctfications andi estimate for section ABS of the Seward-
Anchorage Highway were completed and prejest was advertised on February
13 £or bids te be opened on Mey 6. Thies section extends from miie 12
$o mile 16 ané from mile 18 to mile 33,

fhe Serritorial Legislature ia now in session, Oongisient with
the Governor's recommendation that legislation be passed to remove hin
from menbership on twenty or more hoards end commissions of the Terri-
fory government, legislation was introduced to place the Attorney Gan-
eral on the Board of Road Commiasioners to replace the Governor. There
geemed to be every prospest thet the bill will be passed during the
sesgion, but the change is not expected to improve the Board's eperations.

It wag announced during the menth that Don Wileon, formerly (ity
Naneger of Anchorage, has been appointed Director of the Alagka Public
Yorks program, Hy. Argebsinger, District Engineer, formerly the adminis-
trative head, will continue to sapervise the enginesring activities.

Kamneth Kadow, Chairman of the Alauka Meld Steff, announced his
resignation duxine the month. It has beon Mr, Kadow's reaponeibility
te Goordinate the activities of the agencies of the Department of the
Interior operating in Alaska. Aleo during the month Dr, James 6, Ryan
Yesigned as Direetor of Education for the Perritory.

The Read Commission announced the sppointment of Bugene White to
the pout of District Engineer for the Road Commission at Anchorage to
fi21 the yvaeanoy cauesd by the death in an automobile accident of T. I.
Rivyenes. Hx. White had been employed at intervals over severdl years
by the Burseu of Public Roads at Juneau, and also in the San Franciaso
office between 12850 and 1940, He hed been Ohief Loasting Engineer for
the Road Commission for two years.

it was reported that the Sub-committee including Senators Hunt,
Seltonstall and Merse of the Avmad Services Committees of the Senate,
haye taken the position thet the Seward Branch of the Alaska Reilrosd
should not be abandoned without Congressional approval, whish prebably
means that services on the Seward Branch will not be abandoned for the
period of the praesent emergency, at least.



My, A, 0, Glark woe: Mareh 8, 1952

Kr. Sohn W. Givba, the first of the group of twelve engineers
being transferred to Alagka from Denver, San Prancises ani Portland
arrived in Juneau on February 27. It is expected that all of the
other engineers of this group will arrive in Alaska by the 15th of March,

Rr, Kiely, in charge of the recruitment of engineering asaistente
in the Seattle area reports a very anhisfactory show of interest in the
work and 49 confident that it will be carried out successfully,

During the past three months applications for isauance of DO ratings
for ggarca materials required in bridges and minor structures on the sew-
ard te Anchorage project, and also the two contracts to be supervised by
the Bureau on the Interior highwaye have bean requested of Jabional Pro-
tustion Administration by our Yaghington Office. hile priorities haye
not yet been obtained 44 is understeod thet the nanwfacturers are prepared
to supply the neceseary materials with the understanding that the ratings
Will be made as soon ag they can be préedesee@. It is understood that the
fabricoters axe reluctant to make shipments untd) priorities are actually
established. While there has been ne delay caused in ths field eo far,it ig apparent that unlees early action is taken failure to have the
materiaia on hand at the beginning of the eonstreotibon season will eer~
tainly result in non-completion of the work this season. The progrede
nade in the next mouth or aix weeks on delivery of materials will probably
determine if this Orgenization 12 to mast ite commitment to finish the
reGonstruction of the Seward to wile 38 section this year,
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