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Divigion Ten
Junesn, Alaska
January L, 1952

Tot #re G. ¥, Mayo, Acting Chief, Western Headquarters,
San Franciseco, Celifornls

Froms Hugh A. Stoddexrt, Division Fngineer, Juneau, Alaska
Bubject: Confidential Monthly Report for December, 1951

Winter westher prevailed over the entire grea causing all con-
struction projects to be shut down except for some incldental work
verfarmed on the projects st Ketehikan.

Weather conditions were not particularly severe on the Kenal
Peninsulae go thal snow removsl activities were less than normal, bub
on the othey hand, heavy snow falls in Boutheast Alaska required that
this activity be corried on almest continuously.

Bids were opened for Forsst Highwsy projects 2-D5,F'7 and 31-48,B3,
that provide for paving of 2 section of the Dlacier Mighway from the
airport to Auke Bay and for 2 seotion of the Douglas Highway between the
Gastineau Channel Bridge and Dowglas. On Decamber 1l tuwo bids were re-
ceived with the low bid at 2895,876. being 12% under the enginser's
estimate ab §331,428.50. It was recammendsd that sward be made to the
low bidder, the Pacific Sand and Grevel Qompany of Centralis, Washingion.

The City of Juneau enlled for blds for similar work in conjunction
wibth the Buresu projedt and tied in the award with the award on the
Govermeent work. Owr low bidder was second on the City Projest bunt
mﬁh,@é@. HWigher than the low bidder so that the olty will sward iis
contrast to the emme firm.

It is inberesting to note that in spive of Lhe increasing brend
of prices during the last yeay that prices for this work were substan~
tially lower than 2 similar project contracted in the fall of 1948, It
is believed that initiating tLhis type of work in Southeast Alaeska has
given the bidders a yard stiek ic be applied %o prices and that the
benefits received are now belng realized on this project and will be
reflected on the work proposed at Kebchikan scheduled for next year.
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It was noted in the last report that negotiations have been
mdertaken with the labor unions looking toward a generzl wage inorease
for the construction industry. Information has been recsived bhat the
contractors have agreed to a 25¢ per hour (across the board) increase,
aubjesct te approval by the Wage Steblligstion Board. The increase will

be effective January 1, 1952 or whenever approved by the H&ge Stablliza-
tion Board.

Programuing of the 1953 Forest Highway Funds has bee;x deferred wntil
February dus to the sbsense of the Territerial Highway Engineer, whe is
in the States on an extendsd trip. The mabtber willl be t.aghn up immedie
stely won his returne. There is no indication so far whether there will
he any ciifficulﬁy t0 obltain the concurrence of the Territorisl repre-
gentatives in the programming of projects Lo be proposed % the Farest
Service and the Bureau of Public Roads,
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Enalosures: Monthly Report of District Enmgineer French
Honthly Report of District Engineer Wyller
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NARRATIVE RUPORT FOR

December 1?51
CONTRACT CGONSTEUCTION PROJECTS

411 construction work is now closed down for the winter.

The last of the borrow materlal on the north end of the
Seward-Anchorage A-1 project was placed during the last days of
November, and this project was left in very good condition for
winter. Substantially =11 material has been moved and the project
should fipish rapidly in the spring. Practically no glaclering
elong the new grade is evident.

. Work on Seward-Anchorage A-3 Resurrection River Bridges
contimied untdl Dec. 7 and heat was kept on the recently poured
gonorete until Dec, 10. when work was puspended s8ll substructure
sonerate for the middle bridge bad been poured, and pier founda-
tions had been poured for the other two bridges. Five plors amd
four shuimente remsin to be poured next year before sll siructural
steel car be placed. Until a day or two belore suspension of work
the contractors plans apparently were to complete all substructure

conerete this year.
| ]

MATRTENARCE ACTIVITIES AND GENERAL

Before work was suspended on the various construction pro-
jeots &81) were pleged in 2 conditlion that was satisfactory for
winter travel and meintemance, Snowfall to date has Leen very
light, but even the small amount of gnow has improved the antirs
Seward~Anchorage reoute very msaterlally by smoothing ocul some of
the rougher sections ag the anow packed on the now grade. ILittle
trouble has been experienced wiih glaciering on the mew road, and
it now appearz that very 1little trouble should be experienced
when the road is completed, Some lce forms on the B-1l section
between Mile S0 and 58 where the cuts are nmot 21l cut and & diteh
does not yet exist. This ice ls taken off with little difficulty
by a patrel equipped with an iece bit. Oome glaciering is evident
through the invomplete section aleng Upper Summit Leke but there
bes beep no difficulty in keeping the ice bladed off sc the road
is in geod condition for traffic. This section on the old road
wag very iroublescme, and even in ite present incomplete state the
new rosad is much easler to keep clzar of ice than the old ome.
There has been no 1lce on the new grade between Hile 50 and Mile
%2, which was the worst section for glaciering on the old road.
The worst section for glaciering now is the section of the old



Eenai River Highway which is still in use between Hile 41 and
#ile 47, This will bs eliminated by completion of the 5-B3 pro-
Jeot next year. )

There is little snow anywhere in this area, about 6 in
Seward; 10" at Mile 123 4" at Moose Pass) 127 at Mile 52; sbout
20" on the Ingram Greek Bummit; snd about 6% st Girdwood. Weather
has been comparatively mild with litile sub zereo temperature any-
where on the Kenai Peninsula. If snowfall were normal it is
believed there womld be practically no glacier action on the new
road.

The Hatenuske Valley Bus Line now operates on a dally
scheduls both ways between Seward and Anchorage, leaving Arnchorage
at 8:30 A.M, and leaving Beward at 2:30 FP.Ji. The scheduled iime
is L hours and no difficulty is being experienced in msking the
schedule.

Haintonance work has consisted of lee remeoval, a limited
smonnt of snow removal and salvaging stock piled timbers from
bridzes removed by contract. Baterisl is being assembled fer
protection of the pler al the west channel of Snow River. It
is also planned to use salvaped trosted timber from the old
bridges to encase the timber bents of the third bridge acress
snow River and the Placer River Bridge. Existing timber pile
bents with crosssd sway braces in these rivers catch a lot of
heavy drifi when the rivers are in flood., Almost continucas
removal of thls drift is necessary when the rivers are in fleed
in order to properly protect the bridpes. It is believed that
encasenent of the pile bents will prevent iree trunks, siwmps,
reots, and other drift from gebiing caught between the piles and
sway braces. This trouble is partioularly noticesble om timber
bridges where bents are constructed with the centerline of the
bent not lined up with the current.

Photographs and a progress chart are enclosed.
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fyploal sountats aud glocier countey betwesn Seward mnd Ancherage
' 10 wdles northeash of 5?%‘&2‘3. In baskpromd

taken from the iy o
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Renel River Porest Highway, Sec. $-B2. Aerisl view of recently
climpleted ssgé west of iks Junetion with the Seward-Anchorage

Perbs of 2ld road mey be soen in the exireme
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MONTALY REPORT
OF
ACPIVITIRS IF THE JUNBAU DISTRICT, DIVIGION TRE
FOR THRE MOKTH OF DRGEMBER 1951

The consbtrachion netivity in the District was practieslly st
e sbandetil) during the month of December becaunse of the winter
weather, At Eetehikan, Wilder-Dawson, Inc¢., Agente Tor Reed &
Martin attempded to complete the borrow item en Project 1.D6,Eh
hetween Bugge Besach mnd Mt, Point, south of town, Only about 1000
on., ydis of borrow ramein be be placed, mnd mbout 3300 yds of erushed
gravel, The wanther, however, wae o bad that praetiocally snething
wes nocempliched and the preject has besn. completely clesed since

- nbout the middie of the month.

Project 1-A5,B8,04,12 between Eebchiken and wWhipple Creek
novth of tewn, under contreact teo Mansen-Osberg Oompany, has been
ghitdown since the middle of Hovember. Ir the first helf of the
menth of December sgme miner work was socomplished en the Foroce
Locount Ttem end alse en the olearing mnd grubbing., In the latter
part of ths menth the project was clesed entirely beesuse of westher.

Sa the Sitks Preject, under conlrsctd to 2toock & Grove, Ime.,
woTk was centinued throughout the menth en elaar%gg snd grubbing,
At the snd of the menth, however, the depth af fhe snow forced the
closing down of this preject, aleo.

Phe preject on Glacier Highwey between Duck (reek =nd Anke
Bay, under conbtract te Kell & Peterman remeined closed throughout
the month, '

There hss been ne farther development on the ¥Whipple Oresk
Grevel Pit case. A meeting wee held on December 1bth in the Assistant
Dietrict Attorneyls office, at which time 211 infermstien reguested
by the Bistrict Atterney wze furaished to the Asslietant Distriet
Atterney, Mr. Baskin, who is %o handle the ease, Mr, Baskin, at
thet time, indicated that due to other cmses with higher prierity,
he did net believe that the vhipple Ureek cese would ocome up fer
court before sometime after the first of the yemsr. Ue were infermed
that when he had a rough draft of the brief to be presented te the
Judge, we would be called te discuss the brief snd ¢ffer amendments
or nsrrectiocne if nescessary. .

Work has been initicted on the senuieition of Right-of-Way
parcele on the preposed project hetween Ketahiken snd Fugge-Beach,
south of town, It sppears that appreximstely 50 individual paresls
will be reguired for this 2 3/4 mile section, a number of which will
be within the native village of Baxman. Practioslly ell the people
living in Sazxman do not have title %o the ground en which their



e

houges stand and the lands section of the Alaska Hetive Hervice has
infermed us thet they are nov endeavering te clesr up the ownership
question. This msey, however, tnke considersble time znd we =re
therefore anticipating some trouble in getiing clear Deeds for the
negessary Right-of-Yay parcels through Saxmsn. We are assizning
all zvallable persennel to this werk in order tp clesr uwp the Right-
of -Wey mat$ers on this preject an soon ae prasible.

The meintenance operations were largely remtine, tut invelved
considersble pnow remevel, essnding of lpoy reade, ebe, During s couple
of deye of warsm vesther we had s miner glide on the Thane gestien of
the Glacler Wighwny, south of Junean. The slide cume dowr in the usual
place, immedintely routh of the parbage dump, but consisted of light,
fluffy snow and wzs only abeut = foot deep en the highway.

Mrs, Buglish, secretery te the Distriet Fngineer, whe has heen
in the giates for medlosl sttention hes informed us that the checkup
wan satisfactory and she expeots to be back to werk shartly after
Hew Yesrsa, -

Januery 4, 1962 W

CHR P, WILLER
Distrioct Foginesr



