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October &, 1950

Tog ¥r, A. C, Ulsrk, Deruby Commissioner, Vashington, D. G,

Froms Hugh A. Stoddart, Division Enginser, Junssu, fAlaska

Subject: Conffidential Monthly Report for Division Ten for
September 1950,

Zarly 4in tho month the fine westher thet had continued
through August deteriorated snd s period of rainy westher began
vhich contimued through most of September. The ralny venther
gffeched the Resd and Hartin contract st Kstchiken adversely
g9d made the opersition more difficult and even slowsr than
previously reported. The only other large astive operation,
the Euney erading =nd Bedraun bridees on Ssctions Fe2 ond F=3
of the Turnagein Avm project sypears not to have been seriously
delayed.

The Lytle and Green operation on 5=B2 on the Xensi Rivar
Highway becanms achive, with the coatrector building camps, clesring,
and moving najor greding eguipment ondo the Job., The rainy vesther
slowed the work on the Copper River location survey but 14 is sbill
expected thet the survey can be complebed this seangon with design
vork to be advenced to completion during the winter, Thers are
inddestions thet the Alsske Rond Oommission would like to construct
this project by demy labor as = demonsirvetion of the alleged economy
to be mede by this wmethed,

The Seward o File 58 location survey has contimved withoud
incident sud chould be completed this f2ll without diffieulty,

Public Lew 843 mpyroved Septewber 27 provides $7,500,000 for
reconstruction grafing snd surfecing of the Seward to Hils 58 section
of the Sewsrd-Anchorage Eiphway. Public Roads has been requested bo
underdieke the work unier the terms of the asreement nsgotisted between
the Lleska Road Cormission and the Buresu of Public Resds for improve-
rwent of roeds in the Chugnch Forest, effective dale of the sgreement
being Juns 28, 1950. The understanding is thet the firet stege of
the work including regrading snd probably gravel surfacing is to be

?




#r. A. €. Qlark - 2 - Cotoder 4, 1950

completed in the eslendar year 1951, Flens have been made for
advertising the four contracts, into which the work will be
subdivided, on Hovember 1, Novenmber 15, February 1, 1951 and
Harch 1, 1951, These dstes are tentetive snd subject 4o some
ad justment but represent the schedule thset is expected to be
meinbainagd,

It is further undersiocd that the Inberior Department wiil
request necessary funds for congbruction of plant mix pavement over
the entire highway from Seward to Anchorage, %o be constructed in
1952, The funds are expectod to be nede svailsble mexb year in the
1952 appropristion bill. The portion from Seward to Girdwood is
included in the seope of the work provided in ths extension of the
Augvst 17, 1948 agreement with the Road Commission for construction
of surfacing end pavemenis om roads in Alagha.

With the passage of the Pedersl Highwey BILl preparations
ars bolng made o placs a number of fthe projecits under contyacts
which are %o be financed by the First increment of the specisl
appropriation for rosds in the Tongess Forsub,

Designs for the work are substantislly complete and it is
expected thet if funds become available before the first of the
year or if the winter is not oo sevare that the conbracting of
the work can e schedulisd in Jenvary or Februayy. It is beliaved
degirable to place ths projects under contract as early asg pose
sible o obtein the full besnefit of the 1951 construction ssason,

Since funde are being made avallable for the highest
priority vrojects on the Forest Highway sysier during the next
two or thres ysars, 1% will be nscessary to review and reconsider
the thrse—year and ien~yesr programs since these progzrams wers
pradicated on the availability only of normel Forest Hizghway
funds. The next submission will therefore be radicslly modifiesd
from the form in which they vere presenied in the last su'nmisgien.

Bids were received for Seetion A, Bl of Alaska Highway gn
Beptember 20. Ths project 19E +75 miles long, =
southeast from Big Delta on the Alasks Highwey. It inciudes lk‘
niles of regrading parily on new slinement, subgrade reinforce—
ment and necesssry widening over the vemainder of the project
and eonstruction of = bituminous plant mix surface 20 fest wide
and 11 inches thiek. FKeen competition was daveloped with five
bids 'heing received, renging from the low bid of the Rogers
Construction Company end Babler Bros., ab $1,884,391.00, %o the
high bid sobmitted by 8. Birch & Sons and Horrisor—Knudsen
Company in the smount of $2,190,029.50, with 211 bids being
under the Engincerts Ratimate of $2,217,59%.00. The low hid
was accepied snd contract swarded io the lov bldder the dsote
of the bid opening.
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On September 21 the Alesks Road Commisnion reeceived bids
on 34,69 miler of the Bichsrdsen Fighwey, extending north from
Yaldes, for & preject designed by the Bureen of Public Roads,
The work incluilee grading of tiro line revieions tobeling aboud
ten miles and regrading of the present road over the Thompson
Poos somndit to improve the asnowr rempvsl dharacteristies of the
roed ond particulesrly So correct the extremely short sight dis-
tence on the existing road =% the summit. The project also includes
enlarging the Keyebone Conyon tummel do g rosdwvey width of 2bh feet
to permit two-way operstion. On $Hhis project fhree bids were re-
celved with Helisughlin, Ine. being lovw with & bid of £3.790,141.00;
S. Birch znd Sons =nd Morrisen-Tanudsen Company second $3,826,076.00;
snd Lytle and Green Construction fompany high with 2 bid of
$4,112,788.00, ¥hile the low bid is maberisily in excess of the
Engincer's Egtimete of §3,268,267.00, the contract hns been swsrded
to the low bidder..

¥ith referenca to the note on the last report that ii was
desired to placs Sesbion £ of the Richsrdson Hishwsy, which sxzbenis
from Big Delta te Bledk Rapide, unisr conbract, verbsl asdvice has
been received thet ths Depariment of Interisr. has ordered z ryeduc—
tion in expondibdures of $1,500,000.00 to be made by the Homd Come
mission to conform with the savine stipuliation of bhe aporopristion
bill. The Road Commission has decided Yo meke the saving on Seo-
tion € and accordingly this project will probably be deferred uvntil
noxzt year or until subseguent Tunds become aveilable for itz cone
struction. 4n offort is belng mede Ho restore the project to the
program due o iis defense charackeristies, with the expsctstion
thet final decision will bz reachsd in the near fubure.

Avout the middle of the month an inspsction trip was made
over the Masks Highway from Davson COrsek te Yhitohorse, the Alacks
Highway conmections to Zdmorton, ths Hart Higaway %o Prince George,
and over the propoged connection inko Junssu by way of ALin end
tha Toku River, by the writer in company with Oolonel Howes of the
Alasks Road Commission. It wes Founl that on the Fdmonton to
Dewson Crecl conmection by way of $he present road thet substentisl
progress is baing made to roise the rozd to nn gll-wezsther surface
type, although there siill remsins 2 section betvesn Valley Visw
pad the eroscing of the #lz Smoky River thst 1s undoubbedly d3ffi-
eult fo travel during wet sscsonz by reason of slwmost complets
lack of any surfacing on this section. Construction on the Hard
Eighwey, perticulsrly on the 30 nile ssction having the Peraniy
Biver as its widpoirt, is progressing seticfactorily with the
probability thet the road vwill be open for Lraffic by the =nd of
the 1951 construction ssssen. Thers remains, howsver, about 70
miles of lov stoxdsrd unsurfeecsd rosd in intermittent ssetlene
adjacent to Dawson Creek on vhich construction hzs bean deferred
=nd vhich will be difficult to travel during wet periods,
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The new construetion which has been completed represents a very
satisfactory improvemend with ressonsbly good slinemsnt and with

a vary subshantisl roadbsd, %he alinement inciundes slmost con-
tinvons curvabore for many miles that will refuoce the traffie
cgpacity tud sglthough pobentisl traffic volume is not forsgseezble

at this time, 1% does not appear to he large enough to bes seriougly
affscted by the genersl absense of sufficient passing sight dlstance.

The Alagka Highvay appears to bs well-mainiained sl though the
heavy traffiec in the southerly poriion hos caused the wearing surface
of grushed grevel or stone Ho beaome slmost compleiely vorneoud, It
1s indicated by ths present Acting Commanier of the FNorthweet High-
vey System that seriouns consideration is belng glven to programing
of funds for improvemsut of the highway snd preference will probably
e given $o surfacing and paving of the southerly 75 miles and re—
pinpament of the Fisullin Bey bridge,

A rather low type of rosd has been constructed from Jukels
Corner on the Kasiks Highwsy t¢ the %own of Atlin nr Aflin Lake, a
digbonce of mbout 63 miles. The work hos been dons by the Censdisn
Lrmy, nsing Provines of British Columbis funds, with a botal cost
estimebed 3o be $145,000, The rosdwsy width is 14 feet between
ghonlders on top of the native meteris]l surfacin general
slinement snd gradient are quite s=tisfactory“sSnd;stesp grades and
sharp curvatures have been used te effect economies in gvoiding
ruskeg sresns. From Aflin fe fideweier on the Taku River the trip
vas made by plane, I% was found the$ a very lov type rosd exists
for sbout 30 miles out of A81in to & point near the divide between
the drsinoge down ABlin Lia¥e and the dreinsge down the Teku River.
The most foversbls roule appesrs to follovw the Silver Salmon and
Helting River t¢ the Telm River although thers are fen miles im-
medistely below the conflumnce of thesze two givesams vhers the
canyon slopes are extromsly steep andl construction will be very
diffioult snd expensive. It is understood thet the Canadisns ave
giving the construction of the road merious consideration,
although the Tirst construection would cerbeinly be to provide an
outlet for the mines s% Tulseqush to ildewster, 2 distence of
about 17 wiles, Probally the most szerious obsiadle results from
the westerly portion of the route being in Alagks,

Incident to the voml inspsctlor {rip informstion was
received that the Conedisn Chember of Commerce at its convention
a2t Banff passed g resclution urging that irmediate Joint and
eooperative action he isken Yy the Dominion wavermnent andt the
appropriate Provinels]l Govermments to:
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{a) Complete the John Hart Eighway connectlon betwesn
Prince Bsorge, B. 0. znd Dawson Cresk, B. €. within the nexi
three months for uss during the coming winter.

{(b) Proceed with the comstruction of & class ons highway
bebween Tdmonton, Alberts, and Dawson Cresk, B, (., znd

{¢) Improve the Feines Highway to the some standard as
the Alaska Highway, keep it open the year sround, »nd provide

its approach with improved port facilitics bo bes undertaken by
the United Sisbtes Govermment at Paines, Alaska.

Enclosure:; Greph showing prograss on mejor prajects,

HAS:mb
Pilesr
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To: Mr, G. ¥, Mayo, Acting Chief, Yestorn Hsadguerters,
San Franciseo, Oz=iifornis,

Froms Hugh A, Btoddart, Division Hnglnser, Junssu, Alaska.

Subject: OConfidential Monthly Report for Divigion Ten for
Ssplembar 1950,

Barly in the month the fine wepther thsat hod continusd
through Avpust deteriorsbed and g period of rainy weather began
vhich continued through most of Septewber. The reiny weather
affected the Reed and Mariin conbtract at Ketchikan asdversely
end made the operstion more Aifficult =nd even slower than
previouvgly reported. The only other larpe azchive operation,
the Tunsy pgrading and Badraun bridges on Scotions F~2 and F-3
of the Turnagsin Arm project sppesars noet to have beon serioudly
dglayed.

The Lytle and Green operstion on 5-B2 on the Eenai River
Highway become aetive, with the contractor buillding cemps, learing,
sod moving major gradine equivment onto the Jjob, The rainy weather
sloved the work on the Oopper River loecation survey but it is still
expooted thet the survey can be completed this seasson with design
work %o be advanced o completion during the winter, Thers are
intications that the Alasks Road Upmmission would 1like to construct
this project by day labor as a demonstration of the slleged economy
%0 be made by this method,

The Seward to Mile 58 location survey hag continued without
inecident and should be complebed this fall withoubt difficulty,

Public Law 843 apvroved Sepitember 27 provides $7,500,000 for
reconstroction grading end surfseing of the Seward to Eile 58 section
of the Sewasrd-Aunchorage Highway, Public Roads has been regquested to
widserbake the worlr under the terms of the agreement nepotinted beiween
the Alaske Road Commission sind the Bureauw of Public Roads for improve-
ment of roeds in the Chueach Forest, effective date of the agreement
being June 28, 1950, The undersbtanding is that the first stapge of
the work including regreding end probably gravel surfecing is to be
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completed in the cslendar year 1951. Flans have been made Tor
advertising the four contracts, inko which the work will be
subdivided, on Hovember 1, Novewbsr 15, Tebruamry 1, 1951 and
Harch 1, 1951, Thess dstes are benbative znd subject $o soms
adjustment but represent the schedule thet is expoctsd to bs
maintained.

I# is further understood thot the Interior Department will
request necessary funmds for consiruction of plant mix pavement over
the eniirs highway from Seward %o Anchorsgs, to be constructed in
1052, The funis ave expected to be made available next yeer 4in the
1952 sppropriation bill, The portion from Seward to Girdwood im
included in the scope of the work provided in the extension of the
August 17, 1948 agresment with the Road Commission for construction
of surfacing and pavements on roads in Alsska.

¥ith the passage of the Federsl Eighway BRIl preparabtions
sre baing made o plaes a2 nurber of the projects unler sontracts
which zre to Do finsnced by ths first increment of the spacial
aporopriation for roads in the Tongass Forssgh.

Desigzns for the work are substanitislly complste amd it is
sxpachted thet if funis become cvailaslle before the Tirst of the
year or if the winiter is not ¥oo0 ssvere thet the conbracting of
the work ¢an be schedvled in Jamusyry or Pebruary, It is believed
desiratle to place the rrojects under contraet as es?ly =5 pos-
sible to oblain the full benefit of the 1251 construciion season,

Since funds are being made svailable for the highest
prierity projects on the Forest Bighuay system during the next
twe or three yoars,it will be avcessery to reviaw and reconsider
the thres-yesr snd ten-year programs since thess proprams were
pradicated on the aveilability only ol normsl Forest Highway

Punds, The next submission will therefore b2 vadiesTly modified
from the form in which they wers preossnted in the laszt submission.

Bids were received for Ssction A, Bl of Alagks Highway on
September 20, The project is 51.75 miles long, spproximately
southeast from Big Delia on the Klasks Highway., It includes 4
miles of regrading partly om nev slinement, subprade reinforcem
ment and necessary videning over the remaninder of the projsct
snd constrection of = bituminous prlant mix surface 20 fest wide
end 1} inchas thick, FKesn competition was doveloped with five
bids heing reecsived, ranging from ths low bid of the Rogers
Construction Company and Babler Bros. ab $1,8684,391.00, to the
high bid submitbed by S. Birch & Sons and Horrison-EKnudsen
Company in the smount of $2,190,029.50, with all bids being
under the Znginecer's Retimate of $2,217,59%.00. The low hid
woe sceepbed and contract swarded to the Jow bidder the date
of the Did opening.
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On September 21 the Alasghe Rond Commission rsceived bids
on 34,69 milee of the Richerdson Eighwey, exbendine north from
Veldez, for a project desipgned by the Burssu of Publiic Ronds,
The work indlvdes grading of two 1line revisions tetsline about
ten wiles and regraiing of the present rosd over ihe Thompson
Pass summit to improve the snow removel cherscteristics of the
roal and perticvlarly to cerrect the exirsmely shert sight dio-
tance on the existing road at the soomit, The project slse includes
enlerging the Keysione CGeuyon tuunel to 2 roadwny width of 24 feet
to permit two-way operation. On this project three dids vers re-
coived with MoLeughlin, Inc. being low with a bid of £3,790,151.00;
S. Birch znd Sons snd MHorrison-Enudsen Company second $3,826,076.00:
and Lytle and Green Construction Compeny high with a bid of
&4 112,788,000, thile the low bid is maberislly in excess of the
Bopineer's Gstimste of $3,268,267.00, the contrzct has been awarded
to the low bidder.

¥ith referenes %o the note on tha last report that 1t was
desired to plees Seetion ¢ of the Richeardson Highwoy, which oxtends
from Big Dalta to Black Rapids, unfer contrzct, verbsl advice bag
been received thet the Department of Interior.hs¢ ordsred a reduc—
tion in expenditures of $1,500,000.00 to be mede by the Road Come
misgion to conform wifth the saving stipulstion of the spprovriatiosn
bill. The RBozd Cowmmission hss deeided o meke the savimpg on See-
tion C and scecordipgly this project will probsily be deferved uvniil
next yemr or uniil subseouent funds booome avallable for ibs cone
struction, An effort is being mode ¥ restore the projsct o the
progrem dus $6 itg defense cherscteristios, with the ezpeeintion
thet final decision will bs renched in the nesr fulure.

About the middle of ine month an inspection $rip was msde
over the Alsske Highway from Davson Uresk to Whitehorge, the Alaske
Highusy comnsctions to Hdmonten, the Heri Highway to Prince Goorge,
and over the proposad comnnection into Jumesu by way of Atlin snlt
the Teku River, by the viriter in company with Colonsl Boyes of the
flaskes Road Commission. It was fouml that on the Zdmonton to
Doweon CGresk counpechion by wey of fhe present rond Thed substaniial
progesss is baing rmafe bo raise the rosd o an gll-westher surfzes
type, 2 though there eiill remsine 2 szction hetwsan Velley View
and the crossing of the Biz Smoky Tiver thei is undoubledly 4iffi-
ourt to trevel during wed sesoons by vesszom of elmest complete
l1zek of =py surfacing on this gection, Qfonstruction or the Hard
Highway, pariicularly on the 30 nile section heving the Prrsunip
Biver =s its nmidpoint, is vrogressing saiicfactorily with the
probabitity thet the rosd will be open for traffic by the end of
the 1951 construction season. There remsing, however, sbont 70
riles of lovw sianderd unsurfaced rozd in intermitient seetlons
adjacent %o Dawzon Oresk on vhich consiruociion hes been deferred
and which will be difficult to trewel during wet veriocds.
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Tha mey consbtrociion vhich has been compleled repressuls 2 very
satlgfactory improvement with ressonebly good alinement and with

2 very subshential roadbed. The slinement includes slimost con-
$invons curveturs for many miles that will reduce the $raffic
cepacity but 2l though potentlal traffic volume is not foresesable

et this time, 1% does not asppesr %0 be large enough %o be seriously
affected by the pensrs]l sbsence of sufficient passing sight diasbance.

The Xapkn Highwey appesrs b0 be well-msintained al though the
hesvy traffic in the southerly portion has caused the weering surface
of crushed gravel or stone to bseome zslmost complebsly worn-ount. It
is indicated by the pressnt Acting Commsnder of the Eorthwest High-
vay Bystem thet serious consideration is belng given to programing
of fumie for improvement of the highwsy and preference will probsbly
be given to surfacing amd paving of the southerly 75 mlles and re-
piacement of the Hisullin Bay bridge.

A rather lovw type of rosd hes been constructed from Jakels
Sorner on the Alaskm Highwey o the itowm of Atlin on Atlinm Lake, =2
distence of ebout 63 miles. The work has been done by ths Canadism
Army, using Province of British Golumbia funds, with 2 totsl cost
ostimeted to be $145,000. The rosdwey width is 16 Teet batween
ghowlders on top of the mative maberis]l surfacing. The general
glinement and predient are guite sgiisfactory and steep grades and
ghorp curvatures have been ussed to effect sconomies in avelding
muskeg arsas. From Atlin te tidewsbor on the Taku River the trip
vas made by pleme. It wes Tound thatl & wery low iyps rosd exigts
for sbout 30 miles out of Aflin %o & point moar the divide between
the Grainsge dowvn Atlin Leke and the drainage down the Talu River,
The most faverable route appears to follovw the Bilver Sslnon and
Hekina River to the Takn Biver slthough there sve Ten mileg im-
mediately delow the confluence of thege itwo strsams vhere the
conyon slopes are extremely stesp snd construction will be very
d4fficult and expansive. I 1s undersiood that the Canadlians are
giving the construction of the road serious consideration,
plthough the firet construction would certainly be to provide =n
cutlet for the mines ot Tulsequsb to tidewster, a distence of
about 17 miles. Frobally the most serious obstacdle resulis from
the westerly portion of the roule heing in Alasksa.

Incident to the rosd inspection trip informstion was
recaived that the Cansdian Chanbor of Uommerce st i%s convenitlon
at Beuff vassed a resolubion urging thei immediate joint and
coopsrative sction be taken by the Dominion Govermment and the
sppropriste Provincisl Governments %oi
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(a) Complete the John Hart FBichway connection between
Frince George, B, (. and Dewson COresl, B. €, within ths next
three months for use during the coming winter,

(b) Proceed with the construction of a class one highway
between Fdmonton, flberta, and Dowson Creek, B, €., =nd

(¢) Irmrove the Eaines Highwsy %o the some stendard as
the Alasle Highway, keep 1% open the year around, and provide
ite zpproach with improved port farilities to be undertslen by
the United 8Btntes Govermment z% Habnes, Klashs,

Enclosures: Harrative Report by District Engineer French
Herrztive Repord by Districl Enginser Vyller
Graph showing progress on major projects
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TURBAGATE ARY PROJICTS

Sectiens € and I, B, and F-1
#ile 58 o Peterson Creek

411 werk ls complesbte and ths projects premsnt & very good appearance.
flding quaiitdies on © and L are excellent sonziderimg that selected material
only has been used 25 & surface. The surface materisl on the E and F-1
sections ie clean river ssnd and gravel., The material is an excellent base
but it becomes sorrugated ip a short time and ls difficult to malntain under
traffic. Until a blivalnocus asurfaoe is provided these sections will be
diffizult and expensive te malntain, Final blading of ths surfacs, some
diteh and eulvert cleaning, and minor cleanup on the projects was the only
work performed in September. The contractor is now cleanlng up eampsites
and moving equipmsni and buildings from these projects to nesrpy Forest High~
way project 5-02, on which he is now startiag work. VYork is ln progress on
the final estimate under ¥r. FKillewlch, who is now in charge of the F-2
ssetion at Girdwood.,

Zegtion F-2
tetarson Ureek to Indian

Fractiecally all borrow hes been placed and the project is in good
condition for bravel from about Sta. 1490, which is 3-1i/2 miies north of

‘Girdwood, Lo the south end of the project at Feleyrson (resi. This is about

half of the project. It appears unlikely that ithe coniracior wili complele
the work south of Girdwoed to the point whers this seciion csn be accepted
for traffic this Fall.

The 3-1/2 ©.y. Lima shovel that has been working south of Cirdwood
has bueen moved inte the rock work at avout Sta. 1600, o replace the Z-1/2
€.y, Borthwest., Practically all materizl to Sta. 1400 has besn moved. 'lhe
Horthwest hzs been moved Lo Bird Lreek and is working on the north approach
£ill. %he contractor may be able ie complete the Bird Creek fills in time
for the btridge contrachtor to complsie all bridge work this year,

Two D~8 tractors, one with scraper and one with dogzer, are working on
the north end of the project near Indian Creek. Little progress has been
made on this gradips work due bto lack of eguiumment,

Work on the 4 itimber and coencrets bridgss on this prelsct is progress-
ing satisfactorily, All piling have been driven and capped, and precasi
stringers nave been made. Foradng of decks is expected to start in the near
future,

o



it appsars umlikely that the work will be compleoted within the extended
completion date of June 30, 1951 and progress continues to be reporied unsatis-
factory. HNo additional equipment has been placed on the project in an effort
Lo lmprove progress.

Section F-3 (Lrldges on F-=2 Section)

Four of the five bridges on this conbtract ars substantizlly complete.
Some painting remains to be done. The only bridge remaining to be built is
et ¥ird Cresk, where specificetions require the fills be placed before sbubment
piling are driven. The grading contractor has done some work on the north
approach £ill, The 2-1/2 c¢.y. shovel of the grading contractor is now working
at Bird Creek on the norbh approach fiil. If good progress can be made with
this shovel the approach fills may be completed in time for the bridge con-
tractor to complete hie work this year. BHoth plers atl bBird Oreek are complete,
and &ll materials wre at the site.

Section ¢ - Indisn to FPotter

This work is being handled by the Alasks Railread, The railroad grading
work was not completed by September 1, as provided in the countrsct. Hhalilrocad
grading work south of Rainbow is substantislly complete, but there remains con~
giderable grading work norith of HLainbow. ISteel and ties have been placed on
considerable mileage south of Rainbow. There appears litile chance that the
railroad will be placed in operation on the new grade thls year. Ho work can
be done on the highway grade until the railroad has been pleced in operation
on the new raeilroad grade.

GLENE HIGRHERY
Jec. & - Anchorage to falmer

This project has been completed and finsel inspeciion made. The resident
enginesr and three assistants are working on the final estimate.

Sections B-1, B-2 and B-3

This wrk is being handled by the Alaska Hoad Commission., On September
16 & representative of this District made & trip over ihese projects.

Helaughlin, Inc., contractors on project B-l, had about 18 miles of
plant mix paving remaining to be done. CGrading and base course did not appear
to be far enough shead of the paving work to assure completion this year. It
s understood the contractor concedes that he cannot complete the projsct this
¥ear., Appearance and riding qualities of the complebed paving are good.

Sections B-2 and P~3 zre under contract to Babler and logers. Lo work
hes been started on B-2., Irogress on BE-3 appears to be better than observed
previcusly. About 25 miles of bvase course and 19 miles of paving, and 12 miles
of seal cosl and cover aggregste had been completed. borrow material had been
placed for 7 or 8 miles ahead of the bmse course on September 16. Feather
during the latter pert of feptember was generaily good and considerabie addi-
ticnael progress should have been nmade.
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RICHARDSOE BIGHWAY
Sections A& and B - Fairbanks to Blg Delta Jet. 97.1 miles

Both of these sections have been completed, final inspection made, and
projects accepted. UGoth projects present very good appearances, and, except
for minor setilements caused by differential settlement of the frozen ground
under the fills, riding qualities are excellent. Ilctures attached to this
report show some of the completed work,

Sec. C - Big Delta deot. to Haplds 39 miles

This project is under design in the Divisicon office. It ls expected
that plans will be complete so the work can be advertised this Fall. Some
staking of the "L" line has been accomplished by the engineering crews
located on Ssctlon B.

ALASKA HIGHWAY
Sec. A ~ Big Delta to Johnson River

Bids were recsived September 20, Award has besn made o the low
bldders, Hogers Uenstruction Co. and Babler Broe. on the basis of their bid
of §1,884,391, bids on the project were surprisingly clese, the second
bidder, Lytle and Green, being only about #12,000 above the low bidder. The
spreag between the high and low bidders, 5 bidders total, was sbout 337,000
or 15%.

The contractor plans to de no work this year. Grading will be per-
formed next year, and base course and paving will be done in 1952.

Staking is belng done by englneering crews transferred from the
fichardson A project. These crews are operating from Eig Delta and from
Johnson River, the two ends of the projest.

EiHAL HIVER HIGHWAY

Sec. 5-B2 from Foose Pass Highway Jdunction
at Hile 38 to Mile 41, and from ¥ile 47 to
¥ile 50, 5-1/2 miles

The contractor has established camp at Daves Ureek on the east end of
the project and clearing work has started. A camp is being established at the
extreme west end of the project near the EKenal Hiver Bridge. The contractor
plans to elear; and drill and blast most of the rock cuts this Fall. There is
no shovel eguipment on the project al present. Three D-8 cats equipped with
dozers or serapers are on the project and s limited amount of grading work may
be done with this equipment this Fall.

An engineering corew of iwo men has besn established at Daves Oreek.
This crew will be increased as the work requires. Beard is being furnlshed



under contract with the construction contractor. Fresent plans are Lo slope
stake the project as fast azs the clearing is compieted.

Location Survey from Coopers Landing
to Forest Boundary at lientons lLodge.

This work started about the middie of the month with a crewx of & men
working under Zr. Hugh Tylsr as party chief. Ths "I" line has been run and
work on levels and cross sections is in progress. Yost of the area traversed
by this survey is claimed by one individual as mining property. The claimant
is adverse to use of the land around Schooner Bendfor hiphway purposes snd
ordered the survey party off the land. The land is not patented. Some giffi-
culty may be encountered as the cleiment has threstened to institute & law
suit and places & prepostercns valuation on the land because of the geld it
allegedly bears,

SERAED BIDHELY
Section 3-£3,14 - Snow itiver Bridgs

Frogress is slow but awple time remeins to¢ complete within the time
limit. Structural steel has been set and work is in progress on the Limber
deck. borrow is being placed on the approach fills. The small amount of
roadwey excavatlion has been moved. Viork of a very good gquality is beling
obtained. Only 4 or 5 men are employed on the project.

Location Survey from ¥ile 12 to ¥ile 58

The main "FY line has been completed thrcughout and some short alber-
naztes are belng run. Several men are emnployed in the office in an effort to
keep the field plans up with the field survey work. Consideration is still
being given to alternate proposals to follow above, and below the railroad
from &ile 12 to Kile 14. lLack of decision as to the future of the Alaska
kajlroad complicates many of the decisions as to the highway losation.

GENERAL

l.oss of men returning to school and being inducted inte the Armed
Forces has left most of the projects short on engineering personnel. In-
cressed enployment on defense work in the Slates is expected bo make the
shortage of good men for highway work in Alsska more acule.

Mzintenance work in September consisted of repairing washouts, par-
ticularly on the lash Road, which resulted from heavy rains esrly in leplember,
and haullng and placing borrow material needed to reinforece the roadhed between
23le 5 and idle 12, The hesvy rains have made it impossible to effectively
blade the roazd surface, and the road has been rough durlng part of the month.
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GConsiderable difficulty is expected in keeping the £ and F-1 sections sabis-
factory for travel., The material is too clean to compact well, and the
surface bescomes corrugated within a few days after each blading.

Fresent maintenance plans, as previously reporited, are to opsrale one
rotary snow plow from Fortage to keep the Ingram Gresk summit, between Turna-
galn Arm and Hile 58, open.

Fhotographs and & progress chart for the Turnagain Arm work are
enclosed,



BHF-805 Bichewason Sigheny, Ses, 2, Tiew of conpleted
plant mix poelng shout 36 nilec seubh of Foivleris, The
railrend on 7380t de » spur fres Pelirbenks toe Dislons s%p
Foree Bass,

TiF-566 Rishovdson Higheny Sec, 4, Fhis pletuve shews the
genersl Yexburs of the surf-ce on this vrejoct rPter ssel
el 2u cover agerensis wers completed,
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EHC-851 Glenn Highway Sec. A. View of completed paving
after seal coat and cover aggregate were applied, Locking
toward Anchorsge from Mile 15,

BMF-816 Turnagein Arm Section F-2, View from downsirsam
of Peterson Creek Bridge., This stream flows into Turnegsin
Arm from the north sbout 5 miles west of Portage.
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MONTHLY REPORT
OR
ACPIVITIES IN THE JUEEAU DISCRICT, DIVISION TER
FOR TEX MONTH OF SEPTENBER 1950

The month of September is weuslly a period of high precipliistion
in Southesatern Almska., This year the month wes drier than ususl, but
oceagional hesvy rain storms occurred all over the Distriet orusing
some damage to eristing roades, =nd slowing progrees on consiruction pro-
Jects and surveys.

The two construetion projects, 1=B7,63 and 1-D6,ElL, in the vicinity
of Ketshikrn continued to 1&g, However, Hr, Reed, one of the principals
of Head & Martin, Inc., arrived cn the projects the middle of the month
and hae made drastic changes in the menagement and supervision., Hr.Stone,
the former Superintendent, has been releaged and Hr. Heed intends 1o
personslly supervise the projects until completion, A Frogrese Schedule
gubmitted by him indientes thnt the projects will be substantially com-
pleted by the end of Wovember. It ie believed thai thle schedule is )
somewhat optimistic, partievlerly since Project 1-16,74 ie only sbout 185
pomplete 2% the end of thie month,

Mr. Heed appesrs to be a very energetic personality, and the effect
of hls presence on the projecte is neticeable. He, of course, has full
authority to teke sny action necessary on behzlf of the company, an suth-
ority which it is believed the previous superintendents dié not heve.
Alsoe the slow and deleyed peymente of looal bille indicated that the fin-
ancisl stotus of the projects han been somewbnt tight which, we bellieve,
also has contributed tc the Blew progress. During a2 conference with Mr.
Heed, held on September 26, this phose of the work wes also discussed
and Hr. Reed nssured that{ the projects would bs adeguately financed,

Thie office has for some time felt that the very nnsatisfactory
progress on the projscis was sppreosnching & point wvhere it might be nec-
gesary to teke scme drsctic retion, such 2g reguseting the Bending Com-
pany to teke over. At the present time we feel that Mr, Reed chould dbe
given an opportunity to show whet he emn do, but that drastlic action
will be necessary unlesc he, within the next month, can show greatly in-
greased progress.



The Pont Conatruction Project on Routes 4 and 32 at Cordeve was con-
tinved during the month and progress is eatisfectory. Hr. Vanborg,
Haintensnce Foreman st Cordova, who hns been supervising the work, took
111 during the month and, after an examination and a periocd of hospital-
1o7ntion at Cordove, wee sadvised 4o proceed Lo the States for treatment and
noeeible operation. Wy, Mantila, Boulpment Operator, has taken over the
duties sne Foreman mpd hmg been carrying on very vwell, The Poet Construe-
tion work will be essentislly comypleted in the next month, with the excep-
tion that the large culverts, which are to replace sxisting box culveris,
will not be placed before late winter or early spring. The resson for the
delay in this work is thet the lower end of the culverts i¢ submerged by
the lske during the ocomperatively high weter level during the summer and
f8l1l. & hesvy rain gstorm, whioh cocurred on Seplamber 11th did some
damage to the reads in this viclnity, but the work done under the pest con-
struetion project esme through the storm in very good condition.

The work on the Copper River Location Survey is progressing satls-
factorily. As mentioned before, this survey is being done under very dif-
ficult conditions and the progress obtnined is very good considering the
difficulties under which it is necessasry to work. At the time of inspec-
tion, made in the middle of the month, the survey was completsd beiween
Gordovs and ¥ile 15 and between approximate HMile 20 nnd Mile 33. The
slashing of the line to Mile 40 had been cubstantislly completed. The
clearing of the line ig one of the heaviest items on the survey becauge
ef the very dense nlder =nd willow thickets through which the line traverses.
At the time of inspection the myjority of the crew had been moved up to the
camp at Mile B0 which, =% the time, was approachable only by ekiff with out-
hoard motor, The river iz very swif$ in the upper reaches and, st times,
ezrries 2 considerable amount ef ice, so that the svpplying of this camp
presents = problem. It 1s expected that the river will scon recede because
of the approaching winter in the interior. This will make beat travel on
the river still more diffiocult, but it will mske 1% possible o reach camp
by sirplanes landing on an adjacent river bar. Ineidentally, while the
survey orev hee se far been unmolested by berr, the erew hos had some trouble
with besr desiroying survey stakes, plekets 1eft on the line,snd even knock-
ing down a2 transit which was left temporerily on the line while the erew was
up shesd brushing.

The pro ject of rewlring the Douglas Bridge was started the last part
of August and comnleted September l4th, The work was completed in » ectis-
Pactory manner =nd waer sccepted zs of the above date,

snderson and Runnels, Painting Contreotors, who have the sontract for
peinting the Douglas and Lawson Creek ¥Bridges, begen the work the first
part of this month, and the Lawson Creek Bridge has been partially sand-
blested and coversd with red lead. However, it scon became evident that due
to weather conditions, progress on this type of work would be very slow at
this time of the year, and the conirsctor requested 2 shutdown which was suth-
orized on September 6th.



A smrll party nunder the jurisdiction of Mr. 7, H. Davie vontinued
to steke the ecenterline on Project 2-D8, 75, This work is belng pressed
rs repldly ns possible in order to secure the daia on which to obtnin
the Right-of-tay.

The neusl fall tuornover in engineering personnel took place this
month, due teo the number of employees returning te school. 8Sc far there
have been only ieolated cases ©f men belng drafted but, ne the draft con-
tinuea, it ig probedle that we will lose more employees for fthis rensom.

The maintenence onr the various projects within the District was
largely rouiine. Bui, beesuss of several szevere rein storms, thare was
some ertraordinary maintensnoe reguirsd on some of the projects. A
severs sborm hit the Junenw area on September 21, gmusing = number of
miner slidse 3nd washouts, ohe of the most severe being the washout on
the Thene Section, approximately 1/2 mile south of the town., fThe firm
of Heyes & Whiteley had previocosly dug 2 very deep hole in the A-J
teilings plle immediately below the rozd as part of their mining opera-
tions. The company had been werned that this hole must be filled nnd thet
they would be liable for any Gamage which pecvrred to the rosd bsoause of
their excavation. The wephout which cecurred this month wes definitely
ceuned by the company's operations snd the repair was, therefore, made by
them., Approximetely 230 cu.yds of rock was required to fill the washout.

Ag part of the malntenance operatione on the Glacler Highway, the
paved section between Junemu - Juneau Airpori wns center-striped during
the menth. 4 small hand-opersted etriping mechine was nsed, &nd it ap-
pesprs that 1t 1le rether difficult to operate a machine of thls tyve nnd
gel on absolutely true line, However, aftar » 1ittle exparience, the
grew woun able to obteln a sntisfactory result. Se far no "no-paseingt
stripes have been painted, and it ie doubtful whether this will be done
before next epring.
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