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Hiovember 3, 1950

i) 3 Kr. G. ¥, Meye, Acting Chief, Vestern Hesdquarters,
San Franelises, Gelifornis.

From : BHugh A, Stoddart, Division Enpinser, Junssu, Alasks.

 Subject: Confidentisl Monthly Report for Division Ten for

Detoher 1950,

The weather continued faverable for construction during the
firet thres wveeks of the month but it then becsme much ocolder with
$empersturss being generaily below freszing on the Kenai Peninsula.
It 444 not result in delay to highwey construction in that ares,

The rate of progress on the Resd and Mertin contrset st
Ketahilkan continues 46 be very slov and sppears bto be cauged slmost
entirsly by inadequate topside supervision by the partnsrs in the
firm. Inspection made lete in the month shows that the guality of
the work is good mnd the completed portion of the rosdway presents
e very good appearanve, About one-half of the southerly preject
hee been opened up but iz very rough and not eesily mainbained for
traffic. Apprepriste netion will be ¢aken to require the contractor
$o finish this portion of the work before opening up additional
mileage to aveid csuping undue inconvenience to passing traffic and
to make winber snow removal prasticslble,

The Lytle and CGreen oparation on Project 5-B2 on the Kenai
River Highwey has thown aceslerated progress. The dlearing is well
advansed and driliing and blasting operations will begln #oon on the
roek ezeavation on the projsei,

The progrese ¢n the Kunsy ocontract on Section F-2 of the
Turnagsin Arm Project bas been sided by better weather end fewer
breskdowns with the result that at the end of the month there remained
lese than 125,000 oubis yerde of excavation on the project. It is to
be axpected that with another full menthts operstion this seeaaz&'ﬁhét
the excavetion remsining to bs moved nsx$ season will be not over fifty
$o seventy-five thousand yerds, Oontrary to the comment in the District
Enginesr!s report, stisched herewith, it is expected that work will be
subgtantially completed by July 1, 1951, although it is guite possible
thet & portion of the rosfway Pinishing will remein {o be completed
sfter that date.
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Four of the bridges on Ssction ¥=3, being consiructed by
J. J. Badraun, are practically complete but the remmining sirusture
at Bird Cresk has been delpyed bty Kuney's slow progress on the approach
£111 construstion although on October 28 driving of the steel piles for
the end bent was started, It is sxpsoted thaet the sub-structure will
bs completed and tha} the struetural stesl will be placed in two or
three wesks., The contracter will probably then shut down, leaving the
deck to be poured next spring.

The Copper River location survey will be completed within a
weak, Qualified personnel from the location pardy will be stationed
in Junesu during the winter to male the rosd design and prepare an
estimate of cost for the work, Hesvy snows fall in the ‘Cordova area
at the end of October showing that the completion dste originally
establ ished represented & very close estimate of the working season
avallable,

The Seward %o Mile 58 location survey is al so substantislly
complete with only ons ani one-half miles of alternate line remaining
t0 be run after the first of November, Designs for this work are
being advanced as rapidly as the taking of the field data psrmits.
The seotions from Mile 5 %o Mile 12 and from Mile 14 to Mile 17.5
heve been completed and were advertiged in z single oontract on
Nevembeyr 1 for opening of bids on NHovember 29, DNesign for the mection
from Mile 50 bto Mile 58 is also substantielly ocompleted and it is now
aszured that the advertising dabe of November 15 for this project will
e met., It 4e planned to open bids for this szection on December 6.
Design work is in progress alss on the section from Mile 33 to Mils 50.
It sppears that the plans for this ssction can b2 completed by January 1
which should make 1% possille to advertise not later than January 20.
While design work has not yet begun on the last segtion, it appears
probable that the tentative date of advexrtising of March 1 can be easily
met and in 21l probability the sdverbtising of this section can he advanced
two or three weeks from that originally scheduled, Rspresentatives of
the Road Commission requessted this office to consider adoption of Road
Commission bridge deeigns bubt lnagmuch as our bridge designs for the
firet section were well sdvanced and it is guestionable whether the Road
Oommigsion designs would meet our standerds, this scheme was given only
brief considerziion,

Late in September the Road Commisgion advised that it wes unlikely
that funds could be made available for contracking of Seetion O of the
Richardson Highway since the Jonmission was required to make & gaving of
over $1,000,000 of the funds sppropriated by the 1951 appropriation bill.
The Road Commission being quite anxious %o go forward with the projsct
eince iis relosation neay the south end places the roadwsy in a position
protected from the recurring flood waters of the Big Delte River and also
becauss the military are guite anxious to haxe the pavement consbructed
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over the northerly itwenty miles which serves the achbivitles sbbendand

o thelr militery instellation at Big Delta, it was later arranged to
transfer contract authority e finsnes this project from the paving

of the Tok Cut-Off which hams been unuged for two cr three years, pending
completion of the grading, Accordingly, the project wes advertissd on
the 13th of October for bid opening on November 8.

The Senate subcommittes that is studying the defense foroces,
ingtalletlons and related subjecks in Alaska, was in the Territory
from October 15 to Cctober 21. Senztor Lester Hunt of VWyoming is
cheirman end Senator Leverett Saltonsbtall of Massachusetds and
Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon sre the other two members, The com-
mittee visited Anchorage, Sewerd, Kodiszk, Felrbanks, Junear and Eebolikan,

A public hearing wes held in Juneau on October 20, Loesl
citizens testified to the neceesity of extending the runwey of the Junean
sirport to provide a facility thet would be capable of handling militery
pireraft in an emergency. It apparently was foreseen that the sotuml
air transportetion use would be for evecumblon of civilians or dependents
of militsry personnel. Testimony was slso offered 46 Jusiify the improve-
ment of the Eaines Highway and the sechion of the Alasks Highwsy from the
Hoines Junction t6 the Boundary to a2 dustless surfmoe stsge. The cost was
eatimated at not to exceed $26,000,000.

Jeommenting on the bestimony, Senator Morse suggested that s brief
be submitted to show the availability of Pedersl funds for highway improve-
ment in the Terrifory, apparepily %o confirm his impression that the
territories have not been as libersliy favored with Faderal funds in the
past 28 have been the states.

A ropresentative of Skegwey recommendsd that conelderstion be
given to construction of a highwey comnmneation from Skagway to Caroross,
Ee estimated that the cost would not be excessive and that the connection
to ths Alnske Highwsy would bs shorisr than by way of Haines., He stated
that =28 & result of his own sxperience, working with the Utsh Congtruction
Jompany maintaining the Hainee road open for traffic during the winter of
194344, that the snow removsl problem would not be more difficult than
over the White Pass route., His mest convincing stabtement appeared to bs
that there sre slresdy in existence adequate vharf facllities =t Skagway
epnd also a petroleum storage tank of about 250,000 barrels, whsreas full
uge of the Haines rosd would require costly terminsl installations.

Senator Hunt stabted in closing that the military supports the nsed
for improvement and yesv-long maintenanne of the Halnes rond, This ampsers
%0 be a stronger eupport for the read than has besn tsken previously and
may result either from lessone learnsd in recsnt months or may be due %o
the changse in the Alasks Commend,
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Mr, A, E. Carter, Mansger of the Highway Contructing Divigien
of the Associsted Gensral Oonbtraclors, was in Junesu late in SBeptamber,
He hog been making an ingpection trip covering all highway construotion
in Mleeks and sesmed very interssted in all contractors! operations
and slse the day labor grading cperations being carried on by the Alasks
Boad Commisaion. He seemed quite impressed with the comparasively heavy
evarage quantities of roedway excavebtion per mile involved in the day
1abor operations on Inberior ronds.

The Terribtorial elections held on Octodber 10 resulied in e
geln in number of seats hsld by the Republican Parby in the legis-
1sbture with ths upper house now being egqually divided beiween the
$wo parties and the Democratic majority in the lower house being
gsomevhat reduced.

With the completion of the larger oconstruction projects the fleld
engineering forees have been much reduced, In considering the 19451
¢zlenday year operations end eptimeting owr fuburs personnel requirements,
5% 1g eptimated that 4% will be necessery to recrult 18 enginsers in
grades GS 9 or 11 to bas asaigned as District, 0ffice Enginesrs, Resident
Ingineers or Assietant Resident Engineers on large projects involving
sontracts of $1,000,000 to $2,000,000,

Enclosuress Honthly Report of District Enginesy French (zg
Monthly Report of District Engineer ¥yller {z
Progress Chert (1)

HAS:mb
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DEPARTHENT OF COukeE
BURESU OF FUELIC ROARS
tivision 10
Beward Dstrict

TURKAGAIN A% PROJIQTS

Sections € snd D, B, and F-1
¥ile 58 to Feterson Creaek

#ork on these three projects is complebe and aceepted. Haintenance
is veing performed by Fublic lleads forces, Iresent plans contemplate snow
ramoval at least as far as Periage this winter. ¥ork is in progress at
Girdwood on the final estimate,

These projects will not be carried on future narrative reports,

Zection F=-2
Peterson Creek to Indian

fest of the meterial is in place and the project is in good iravel-
able condition Irom the south end to a point sbout 43 miles north of Gird-
wood. Good progress is being made with the two large shovels, one of which
is working in the rock cut at Sta. 1658 near Bird Feint, and the other is
in the first cul south of the Bird Creek bridge. Considerable progress has
Lbeen made on the grading with cate and scrapers between Bird Creek at Sta,
1916 and the north end of the project at Sta. 2018, Both of the approach
fills for the Blrd Creek bridge are complebe, but heavy rock for slope pro-
tection is reguired on the outside of the south spproach fill., The 3/4 e.y.
shovel has been execavating the small amount of additional borrow nesded to
bring the section south of Girdweod up {o grade.

A1l plling for the 4 trestles has been driven and capped. The deck
has been poured on the first bridge north of Girdwood, Sta., 1338. Loncrete
stringers are in place on 21l bridges, and the deck for the bridge south of
Cirdwood, Sta. 1265, has been formed.

It is unlikely that the project will be completed within the time
limit anrd progress continues to be reporied unsatisfuciory.

Section F-3 {Bridges on F-2 Section)

Four of the 5 bridges are substantially complete. DBird Creei bridge
remains to be completed. On this bridge both pilers are completed, siructural
steel on ithe main span is in place and deck is formed on the main span. Ythe
north abutnent is complete, steel is in place, and the deck i1s formed on the
north appreach span. The south approach f£ill is substentially complete. It
appears thst all work on this bridge will be completed this year vdth the
possible exception of pouring the deck,



feotion G ~ Indlan to Potter

This work is under construction by the Alaska Railroad. It 1s under-
stood that steel, ties and ballast are in place between the aouth end at
Indian and Rainbow, which is about the center of the project. It 1s under-
slood that the contractor is attempiing to complete the rallroad grade so
railroad operation on the new grade can be started this fall,

GLERN HIGHWAY
Seg¢, A -~ Anchorage to FPalmer

All work is complete and the project has baen accepted. The Hesident
ingineer aml one assistant are working on the final estimate. This work is
expected Lo be complete during Nevember, This project will not be carried
on future narrative reports.

fections B-1, B-2 and B-3
Falmer to Glen Allen, about 1) Files

Sectlon B~1 is under oontrasct to Melaughlin, Inc, fngineering work is
bsing handled by the Alaska Road Commission. It is understeod that this pro-
Ject is complets except for a fewx miles of paving and most of the seal coat
and cover aggregate.

Gections B-2 and B~3 are under contract to Babler snd Rogers. ingi-
neering work is being handled by the Alaska Hoad Commission. ¥Work on B-2
has not yet started. It is understood that grading and base course are
complete on B-3; and that about 20 wmiles of plant mdx paving has been placed.

KICHARDSON HIGHWAY
Sec. C - Big Delta Ject. to Rapids, 38.5 Hiles

This preject was advertised October 13 and bids are to be received
Hovember 8. The wark consists of 38,55 miles of grading and base courss
surfacing and 21.3 miles of plant mix paving. %ork is to be completed by
lovember 30, 1952.

Znginesring work is in progress by crews stationed at Donnelly and
Big Delta.

ALASEA HIGHWAY
Sec. A - Big Delta to Johnson Hiver, 47.9 Miles

The contract for this work wes awarded to Babler and Rogers in
lgptember on the basis of thelr low bid of $1,884,391. Bo contract work
9111 be done until next spring. Conslderable engineering work has been done
on establishing center line, slope staking, etc. This work has now been
suspended and the engineering personnel has bsen transferred to the Division
¥fice and to other projects.
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AL RIVER LIGHGAY

Sec. 5-B2 from Seward-snchorage Highway
at ¥ile 38 to dile L1 %nﬂ Trom Hile 47
to #ile 50, 53 miles

Good progress 1s beling made on the clearing., The sasterly section
hee peen cleared. ibout half of the 23 mile westerly section has baen
cleared., & very workmsnlike Job is being performed and all necessary work
on clearing snd dispossl of spoils is belng complebed &5 the crew progresses
along the staked area. Drilling wes started on October 25 in the cubt at Sta.
49 mear the east end of the project. in access road has been consiructed
elong the cleared right of way through the easterly section of the project.
Clesring is expected Lo be complebed during Hovesber. Ubrilling and blasting,
and possibly a limited smount of grading, will be performed as long this Fall
85 weather psramits,

4 5 man engineering crew under kr. Preshaw as Hesident ingineer is
haendling the preject from the contrsctors camp at laves Creel,

Lecation Survey from Coopers Landing
to Forest Boundsry ai lentons Lodpge

Jurvey work is practically complete. 3Jome work remains in taking
topography 1n the Yenai Wiver sl the Schooner Bend crossing and near Uooper
(reek, whore a channel change may be considered. The crew on this project
will probably be used on preliminary stalkding on the ¥ile 5 te ¥ile 12 section
of the Seward-inchorage proejeclt during November.

SEHARD-AHCHORAGE HIGHIAY
Forest Highway Frejeot 3-23,14, Snow Biver Bridge

dork is substantiaslly complete except painting. Iainting will have
te be done next year as weather now is unsuitsble, The econfractor encountered
considerable difficulty in obtaining paint, which will result in the project
ast being completed this year. Ample time resains Lo complete palnting next
year.

Logation Survey from Hile 12 t. Vile 58

Yost of the field work has been ecomppleted., Considerable additional
topography is being taken along the Trail Hiver belew the railroad bridge in
an effort to determine the preferable location for and minimum length re-
guired for a bridge at this leecation. It is hoped that considerable clearing
can be staked by bLhe survey crews this fall for the two projects between
Seward and Moose lass.
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An englineering camp is being conatructed at Yile 18 on the west
shore of Yenal leke below the Snmow River Bridge. The buildings are up,
water and sewer lines are in. The interior work on the buildings will be
done in Hovember. Hegular maintenance employees are being used on this
work without help of any additional men,

The present pay scale of these maiotenance employees is considerably
below any similar workers in this part of Alaska and dissatisfaction is in-
evitable. Action hae been initlated leading toward s pay relse for these
employees,

Snow on the night of October 22 blocked the Granite Creek-Ingram
Creek pass with about 18 inches of snow. The road was closed Uctober 23.
It was reopenesd October 2L by crews working out of Hope.

Haintenance work during the month consisted chlefly of blading to
maintain the roed in satisfactory conditlon for travel. Host of the main-
tenance employees have been employed on construction of the enginsering
camp.

Photographs snd a progress chart for the Turnsgain Arm work are
sneloued,
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ERO-40, 4945, Purnsgalnm Arm, Seotion €. View of Canyon Cresk Bridge on
south end of Section €, Bridge is on a 20~degree eurve about 70 feet gbove
stream bed.

61-14-%0

\ BMF-18. 4$9bl4, Seward-Aunchoraga, ¥ile 22.5. View of wrecker pulling car
' back on the road. Om this narrow road accidents of this kind are frequent.
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BJP-8., #9500, Seward-snchorage, Hile BlU. View of old Pass Creek Bridge
from upgtream side. The approsch speans on one end of bridge are on a Hb=
degres curve, and on the other end are on a Ri~degree curve,

HBJF-Q, 4903, Seward-Anchorage, Hile 58, View of Frenchy Cresk Bridge from
the south approach, ZPridge is on a U5-degrse curve. There are 325 degrees
of curvature in less than 500 feet on these bridge approaches,



MONTHLY REPORY
N
ACTIVITIES IN THE JUREAU DISTRICT, DIVISION TEN
FOE THE HORTH OF OCTOBER 1950
Chr, F, Wyller, District Engineer
November 3, 1950

The first part of the month of October was comparatively mild
with no uwnuenal amounts of pre¢ipliation. However, at approximslely
the niddle of the month, soms unseasonebly cold weather cocurrsd with
the result that freesing end thawing of the rosdbeds resulted in in-
creaged difficulty in providing satisfectory surfaces for Lravel, ifter
approximately s week of cold weasther the Feall rains sterted in enrnest
end as a resuli a gradusl shul down of summer activities has actuslly
begur,

Qur Septembeyr report commsnied in some deteil on the fact that
¥r, Larry Deed, Vice President of Reed & bartin, Inc., had taken over
direct supervision of corstruetion on Projects 1-87,063 and 1-DO,BEL ab
Ketehikan, BHesulte to date have been extremsly disappointing, In no
instance has the Progress Schedule submitted by Er. Heed been mst, Only
e small amount of borrow hss been plased on Frojeet 1-87,83 and only with-
in the last weok have sctual finishing operatlons prepuratory to borrow
placing on the balence of the project been sbarted, The Viards Creek
fridge, horever, was finished and at last reporte finel painting of the
gsteel hendrail was In progrese., Present indications are that under the
very best of cirocumstsnces Project 1-87,G3 can not poseibly be completed
before the middle of Dscember,

The amount of progress snd the sequense of operatlons on Frojest
1-06,E4 is even more unsatisfactory than on the other project., after
seversl maetings belween Lhe residents in the Hountain Point sres, the
sonbvractor and the Hesldent fngineer, pernission wes given the contrac-
tor to close the road to traffic for periods of spproximately forty eight
hours upon spscific writien request and notices glven over the radio and
in the newspspers., Fellure of the contrector to fully comply wlth ithe
sgredpent resulted In denisl of fubure permission to close the road main-
1y bedause of numerous complaints and the fast thst some damage had oe-
curred to private vehicles attempting to treverse the road. linder date
of October bth the contractor was instrueted not to perform any forther
excavalion work until arees already excavoted wiere more nearly finished
to grade and placed in better condition for traffic. Hecause of the fact
that the contractor has & large power shovel and considerable driliing
equipment, which can only be fully utilized on rough sxcevetion work,
the contractor has failed to comply with the instructions., He has now
been advised thet because of this fzilure future allowences on excava—
tion work would be dresticly reduced until and unless he finished the
aress to grade snd typical section and provide better traflfic conditions,
As of the present time there zppesre to be liitle poselbility, barring
an umsually mild winter, that thie project can be finlshed this season.
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" Advice has slso baen reecsived thet degpile assurances given by Mr. Reed
last month, logal bills at XKebtehilkan s$ill remain unpaid., It is unler-
stood that he now awes, in addition to previous bills, the Alaska Cone
orete Products Company mpproximetely $14,000 for berrow materisl placed
on Froject 1-B7,83 and that they refuse 3o furnish addiftionsl materizl
un$il this bi1l is paid.

Vork on the Poet Construction on Houtes 4 and 32 at Cordova was
shut down on the 3lst of October bscanse of an unusually heavy fall of
snow, There still remains soms considerable culvert installation to be
completed as well as various minor items. This work will be resumed in
the spring.

M1 field work on the Copper River Location Survey was complebed
gt the end of the month and the crew hes now been entirely disbanded.
During the last week in October the small remsining crev operated out
of Cordova resuming the work whers it was discontinued vhen camps vere
established and connecting with work done from the camps, Resident ¥n-
gineser Robingon will remain in Oordove for s few days to complete the
paper work, pay 211 bills, and ghip and stors equipment, IEmployses,
vho ware hired loeszlly =% Cordova, wers rsleased at that point while
employees btemporarily transferred from other work in Seward and Junsau
Distriects have returnsd to their previous positions sxeept two men from
the Juneau Digtrict who will be assigned on design work on this projsat.

For the most part maintenance on the various projscis within the
District continues to be largely routine. However, some additional work
was undertakeon at Hyder which included ineinllation of metsl oculverits re-
placing droken down log culverts, re-decking of a bridge, and a start was
made on placing riprap to protect a seotion of rosd st meven Mile whers
Selmon River is threatening to compleisly wash out a large £ill. On Qe
tober 23rd & 16" snow fall in this area shut the work down, At thils same
time snow was 267 de~p % the Premier Mine, OSnow removal at Hyder started
on October 18th last year, In the Kelchiken area seversl asctions of the
North Tongmog Highwey beyond lud Bay have been reinforced by placing con-
siderable borrov materisl which was loadsd on our trucks under a CoOpOTa=
tive arrangement. With the exception of the sections of Tongmss Highway
under construotion £ll ronds at Xebehikan heve heen pleced in good condi-
tion for the winter. Ditches have besn well ecleaned and brush cub to in-
crease sight distance and assist in snow romoval. An inspsaction of the
Wrangell and Mitkof Highways wes mhde during the month and these projecis
were also found %0 be in better than usual oondition fer the vwinter ssa-
gson, I% is slso felt that the rosds in the Junsaw arsm are in bebier than
normal condition for this peried of the year and sxeept for the fact thet
there 1s a shortage of aome types of snow removel equipmsnt at somes loca-
tions other than Junesu all projects are ready for the winter sesson,
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To t Mr., A. O, Olark, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D, C,
From 1 Hugh A, Stoddart, Division ¥pgineer, Junesu, Alasks

Subjeot; Hxocerpts from Oonfidentisl Monthly Report for Divigion Ten
for Octoder 1950,

Tha progress on the Kuney coniract on Seotion F-2 of the
Turnagein Arm Project has heen egided by better weather and fewer
breakdowne with the resuvlt thet at the end of the month there
remeined lese than 125,000 cudbie yards of exzcavation on the project.
It 42 to be expeched thaet with another full month's operation this
ssason thay the exesvetlion remaining te be moved next ssmson will
be not over fifty to seventy-five thoueand ysris. Conirsry %o tha
comment in the District Engimneer's report, attmched herewith, it
is sxpeoted that work will be substanbtially completed by July 1,
1951, slthough it ia quite possible that & poriion of the roadway
finishing will remain to he complebed after that damte.

Four of the bridges on Section F-3, being constructed by
de J. Bedraun, are practically complete tut the remaining structurs
at Bird Creek has besn delaysd by RKunay's slow progresz on the approach
£111 construction mlthough on October 28 driving of the steel plies for
the end bent was etarted, It is expected that the sub-giruoture will
be completed and thet the structural steel will be pleeed in two or
thres veeka., The contracter will probsbly then shut down, leaving the
deek Yo be poured next spring.

The Copper River locatlon survey will be complebed within a
wesk, Quelified personnel from the location party will be statloned
in Junean during the winter to make the roed design and prepare an
estimate of cost for the work., Heavy snows fall in the Cordova area
at the snd of October showing that the completion date originsily
established represented n very clese estimate of the werking semson
aveilable, ‘

The Bewsrd -te Mile 5B looation survey is sleo substantielly
complete with only one and one~half miles of sliernate line remaining
te be run after the firet of November., Decigns for this work arse
being advanced as rapldly as the taking of the field data permite,

The sectione from Mile 5 to Mils 12 and from Mils 14 ¢o Mile 17.5
have besn completed and were mdvertissd in a single contract on
November 1 for opening of bids on Hovember 29. Design for the seotion
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from Mile 50 to Mile 58 is also substantially completed and it is now
assured that the amdvertising dmte of November 15 for this project will
be met. It is planned to open bide for this ssction on Decembar 6.
Design work is in progress also on the section from Mile 33 to Mile 50,
It avpenrs that the plans for this section ean be completed by Januery 1
which ghould make it possible to advertise not later than January 20.
¥hile design work has not yet begun on the last section, it appears
probable thet the tenbsntive dste of advertising of March 1 can be emsily
met end in all probability the advertising of this sectlon can be asdvanced
two or three weeks from that originslly scheduled, Representatives of
the Road Commission requested this office %o consider adoption of Road
Commisslion bridge designs but inasmuch ag our bridge designs for the
Tirst section were well advanced and it 4s guestionable whether the Road
Commission designs would meet our standsrds, this aschems was given only
brief conslderation.

Late in September the Road fJommission advised that it was unlikely
that funds could be made availabie for contraehing of Section § of the
Richardson Highway eince the Commission was reguired to make s saving of
over $1,000,000 of the funds appropristed by the 1951 appropristion bill.
The Road Commisegion being quite anxious bo go forvward with the project
sinee 1its relocation near the south ond places the roadwsy in s position
protected from the recurring foeod vwabers of the Big Delie River and aslso
bsenuge the military are guite anxious to have the pavement constructed
over the northerly twenty miles which gserves the activities sttendant
to their military installation at Big Delta, it wes later arranged to
transfer contract authorily to Finanece this project from the paving
of the Tok Cui-~0ff vwhich hes been unused for btwo or thres years, pending
complation of the gradinpg, Accordingly, the project was advertised on
the 13th of October for bid openisg on Hovember 8.

The Senote subcommittee that is studying the defenge forces,
instalisations and related subjecis in Alanska, was in the Tarritery
from Qecbober 15 %o Ootober 21, Senmtor Lester Hunt of VWyoming is
cheirman snd Sensior Levereti Sal tonsitall of Massachusetts and
Senntor Wayne Morse of Orepgon are the other %wo members. The com-
mittee vigited Anchorage, fsward, Xodilak, Falrbanks, Juneau and Ketchikan,

A public hearing was held in Junesu on October 20. ZLocal
citizens festified to the necessity of extending the runway of the Junssn
airport %o provifie a facility that would be capable of handling military
aireraft in an emergency., It spparently was foreseen that the actual
gir transportation uss would be for evacustion of civilimng or dependents
of military personnel, Testimony was also offered to Justify the improve-
ment of the Haines Highwsy and the section of the Alaske Highway from the
Haines Junction to the Boundary 4o & dustless surface stesge. The ocosi
was estimated at not to exased §$26,000,000,

Commenting on the testimony, Senator Morse suggeeted that a brief
be submitted to show the availability of Federal funds for highway improve-
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ment in the Territory, epperently %o confirm his impression that the
territories have not been ag liberally favored with Federsl funde in
the past as have besn the states.

A representative of Skegway recommsndsd thet consideration be
given to construction of s highwey connection from Skagway to Careross.
He estimated that the cost would not be exoessive and that the connection
to the Alaska Highwsy would bs shorter than by way of Halnes., He stabed
that as a vesult of his own experisnce, working with the Utzh Construction
Company meintaining the Haines road open for ireffic during the winter of
194344, that the snow removal probdlem would not be more diffioult than
over the White Pass route, His most convincing stetement appeared to be
thet there are already in existence sdequate wharf facilities at Skegway
snd mlso » petroleum storage tank of about 250,000 barrels, whereas full
use of the Haines road would require costly terminel installations.

Senator Hunt stated in closing that the military supporta the need
for improvement and year~long maintensnce of the Heines road., This sppears
to be a stronger support for the road than hag been taken previously and
may result either from lessons learned in rscent menths or may be dus to
the changss in the Alasks Commend,

Mr., A, N. Csrter, Mansger of the Highwey Contracting Divielon
of the Associated General Contractors, was in Junesu late in Yeptember.
He hze been making an inspection trip cevering a1l highway construsiion
in Alaeske ond seemed very interested in all contractors! operations
and also the day labor grading operations being carried on by the Aleske
Road Commission., He seemed quite inpressed with the comparatively heavy
averagze quantities of roadwsy excavation per mile invelved in the dasy
izber operetions on Interior roads,

The Territorizl slections held on October 10 resulted in a
gain in number of seats held by the Republiean Party in the legis-
iature with the upper housge now being equally divided beatwsen the
two parties and the Democratic mejority in the lower house being
somewhat reduced. ‘

With the ocompletion of the larger construction projects the field
engineering forces have been much reduced., In considering the 1951
oelendar year operations and estimating our fubture personnel requirements,
1% is estimated that 1% will be negessery bo recruill 18 suginsers in

 Grades 08 9 or 11 bto be assigned ss District, Office Engineers, Resident

Engineers or Assistant Resident Engineers on laerge projects invelving
contracts of $1,000,000 %o $2,000,000.

Enclosure: Frogress Chart

HAS:mb
Files





