
Decambor 8, 1950

To + Mr. G W. Mayo, Acting Ghief, Westerm Headquarters,
Ban Franciscs, California.

From : Hugh A, Stoddart, Division Engineer, Janeav, Alaska,

Subject: Ooenfidential Monthy Report for Novenber 1990
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Mr. G. W. Mayo, December 8, 1950

The Coprer River Mehmay survey Was Closed down and design
will be started in the Division Office én duneau in January follov-
ing completion of the Seward to Mile 58 plans which hava priority.

Bids were opened on the first unit of the Seward te Hile 58
construction on November 29 and favoreble priceswere received, the
Low bid being $1,054,413 as compared with the engineer's estimate of
$1,183,776. Ghe four bids received ranged from the Low bid of the
Manson Construction and Engineering Oompany and Osberg Gonstruction
Company to a high of $1,453,180. Award of contract has been recom
wnended, The second section has been advertised for bid opening on
Decenber 12 and design of the remainder is well shead of schedule,

On Novembar 8 bids were opaned on Section 0 of the Richard-
b6n Highway and Lytie and Green were low with a figure of $3, $771,091,
as compared with the estimate of $2,156,784, Five bids were received,
raneing up to $2,243,537, This contract has been awarded by the
Alaske Road Commiss4on.

On November 29 a low bid of $430,456 was received on the
Gaoler Highway project 2D4,F6 north of Juneau. The five bide
raneived ranged from the low up to $552,690. ‘The enginserts
estimate wes48h,(511.80.

.

Good competition and gatisfactory bide were received on the
threes projects tientionad above, Anticipated increases in prices
because of unsettled world conditions and the resultant expected
shortage of labor so far have not materialized to any noticeable
dagres. Predictions are made that substantial wage increases wild
be in effect next spring but the bide being received do not seem
to reflect these predi¢tions.

Enelesuras:; Monthly Report of District Engineer French (2)
Monthly Report of DPigtrict Engineer Wyller (2)
Progress Chart (1)
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ACTIVITIES IN TRE JUEEAU DISIRICL. DIVISION Tey
FOR THE HONE OF BOVEMBER 1950

fhe generally mild weather and heavy rains experienced during the
first few days of the menth changed abruptly te unusnaliy celd tempera-
tures for this tine ef year and the cold weather prevailed threugheut the
rest of the month. The temperatures have run from below sero in some lo-
ealities to 20° above in other lecalities, accompanied by very light pre-
clpitation. Beemuse ef the saturated condition of the ground due te the

‘heavy rains preceeding and S&iso due te the lack of snow coverage, the frost
hes already penetrated the ground te considerable depths. Distortion of
the road beds of the various highways due to frost heave are Already in
evidence te a degree thet usually is not apparent before in January or
February.

The relatively celd and dry weather has been of decided adventage
te the contractors work on Projects 1~B7.@3 and 1-P6,B4 in the vicinity
of Ketchikan. [In spite of the relatively favorable weather conditions
the contractor is ac far behind his construction schedules, submitted dur-
ing October, that for all practical purposes the echedule is of ne value.
As mentioned in our October report, the contractor was instructed not to
epen any further cute on Froject 1-26,B4 until the section en which he
had performed rough grading had been finished to a degree which would
make it safe for traffic with a reasonable minimum of inconvenience to
the traveling public. In this area the weather can be expected te change
any time and heavy rains or snowfall may be anticipated. For this reason
it is aleo important that the portion ef the project which has been rough
eraded be placed, as soon as possible, in such condition that winter main-
tenance can be performed. During the month of Eovember the contractor has
made an effort te finish the rough graded section and the latest reports
from the Resident Engineer, Hr. MeOann, indicate that the grade ia being
finished to a reasonably good traveling condition.

fhe progress on Project 1-27,@3 has heen practically at a stand
still during the last month. Some cleanup work was done during the month
and most ef the old structure across Wards Oreck was renoved. The major
portion of the project has been opened fér traffic and is in suitable
condition for winter maintenance, With the early and severe winter wea-
ther already experienced, it is probable that both Projects 1-B7,¢3 and
1-Bé,EY will be olosed for winter within a short time. If and when the
werk is clesed, it is not expected that work on either one of the pro-Jects will be resumed before April of next year.

In our October report it was mentioned that Mr. J. B. Davis, in
charge of @ amail survey party, was transferred to Ketchikan from the
Juneau ares, This varty was assigned to the leertion of the designedline on the Ketchikan-Wards Geve project as well as on the section be-
tween Refuge Cove and Totem Bight. Both these projects are on the
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special program for Forest Highways in Southeastern Alaska and scheduled for
construction next season. Boring the years since the construction of the
road between Ketchikan and Yards Oove, there hag been considerable develep-
ment of the land adjacent and residences, garages and other buildings have
been constructed all aleng thia section in very clese proximity of the high-
way. The acquisition of right-of-way for reconstruction purposes is there-
fore going to be a complicated and difficult matter and considerable oppesi-
tion from property owners 1s anticipated. For this reason it is essential
that the center Line be located in 1ts final position making it vossible to
determine and locate in the field the right-of-way parcels which it will be
necessary to acquire.

Sometime ago a petition was received, signed by ail residents adja-
cent te a section anproximately ene mile long of the project, in which free
right-of-way was offered for the construction of a new road in baek of the
existing houses and improvements, providing that the line could be designed
eo that no damage occured to the structures or developed areas in the rear
of the lets. This new read would take the place of the reeonstruction of
the present read in front of the properties. Preliminary Lavestigations
made previously indicated thet a re-loestion of the highway was feasible
along this section and that a survey of, bhe proposed line was justified.
Mr. Bavie and his party have completed survey of this proposed re-lLocsation
and the deta will be forwarded to the Design Section of the Division Office
within a short tims. In erder to expedite this survey work, Mr. Leroy F.
Bavia, Locating Engineer, has been loaned to the Bistrict Office from the
Bivieion Gffice and Mr. Bavis is now in Ketchikan supervising this work.

Oonsiderable time was spent by the District Office on the acquisi-
tion of the remaining rights-of-way pareels necessary for Project 2-BD4,F6.
Most of the parcels have not been obtained, but it appears that it will be
necessary te go through condemamtion in three cases. The data on these
c&ses will be forwarded to the Division Office within the next few days
for further action. fhe right-of-way as yet to be obtained consists of
narrow strins adjacent te existing right-of-way and while the acquisition
ef these parcels is essential to complete the project to design standards,
@ delay in acquisitionwill not prevent the contractor in proceeding with
the work.

Bide on Project 2-Di,5% were palled for during the month to be opened
by the Division Engincer on Bovember 29th. Representatives of several con.
tracting firms contacted this office during the menth and were shown over
the project by the Bietrict Engincer. Fhe District Office also assisted
the prespective bidders by answering questions in regarde te interpretation
of apecificationa and plans.

Mr. Paul Robinson, who was in charge of the Oepper Biver Survey, re-
turned to Juneau the first part of the month and is now assigned to the de-
sign section of the Bivisien Office.
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Seeretary to the District Engineer, went to the States
he month of Gctober, having been granted annual leave of
bnth duration. During the first ef the month we received
thet it will be necessary for her to undergo a major

formed during the first part of December, but that she
shortly after New Years. Kirs. Mallory, who was employed
ish during the latter's vacation, has conaented to re-
pnded. absenoe of Mra. English.

Office was sometime ago advised thet it is the intention
ee to assign a greater portion of the Gost Accounting
gs and thet it te expected to make this change shortly
his will make it necessary to empley additional clerks
ce. The work in connection with acquisitien ef rights-
ore and more extensive and complicated and therefore
engineering aseistants, particularly in view of the
am for next se@son. It will therefore be necessary to

r space of the District Office. Baring the month of
srefore investigated the possibilities ef obtaining
B there is no possibility of obtaining additional espace
e the District Office is now leceted. We have ascer-
querters may be ebtained elsewhere and bids for space
y have been emlled for. It is the intention to more
4f and when obtained, shertiy after Rew Years.

above, thera has been considerable distortion of the
atrict dye to the long, cold weather and the absence
frig ig alse true of the paved sectipyhebween Juneau
byt. Fhe distortion on this section ig, however, not
avement is protected from overloading during the Spring
believed that any permanent damage will ecour. Bue te
a nosber of glaciers began to build up along the road
jon, however, did not reach major er serious propor-
mnkeriving Week some enow fel] which seemed te have
4jation. With the roads frogen and very little snow
ntenance orswa heave been able to spend considerable
sh on the rights-of-way.
struction Projects at Gordova were shutdown during the
ther. hese projects are practically complete, with

Pp large milverts to replace old box culverts. hese
tailed liste this winter or early next spring, before
sea the water level in Eyak Lake above the winter low.

Cv
OHR #. WYLLEE,
Ristrict Engineer.
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DEPARTHENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF FUBLIC ROADS

Division 10
Seward District

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR

Hovember 19506

TURNAGAIN ARM PROJECTS

Section F-2
Feterson Greek to Indian

Good progress has been made during the past month. eather has been
clear with minimum temperatures of about 5* below at Girdwood. The contractor
now has two 2-1/2 c.y. shovels, each working 2 shifts per day, in an effort to
complete the grading work to a point where he will have access by highway te
all of the remaining work. The road is in good shape from the south end at
Peterson Creek to a point about 5 miles north of Girdwood, Substantially ail
of the material has been moved in this section. The road can be traveled
with a 4 wheel drive vehicle to a point about 8 miles north ef Girdwood. If
favorable weather continues and the contractor can keep his two large shovels
operating for another two or three weeks, substantially all of the projectwill be provided with suitable highway access from the Girdwood camp, This
access should accelerate operations in the Spring.

The Bird Creek Bridge at Sta. 1916 has net been completed so the
northerly portion ef the project from Sta. 1837 to the northern terminus at
Sta. 2013 is not travelable, although the grading is substantially complete,
and the road surface is entirely satisfactory for travel.

The decks have been poured on 2 of the 4 trestle bridges. The other
2 decks will be poured next year.

Even with progress better than previously reported, it appears un-
likely that the contractor will complete all work on the project within the
time limit of June 30, 1951. However, if progress continues to improve, it
appears that the project may be in a condition to pass traffic by the time
the highway on Section G is opened for traffic. Section 0, from Indian to
Fotter, is being constructed by the Alaska Railroad.

Section F-3
(Bridges on Section F-2)

All bridge work is substantially complete except at Bird Creek. On
this bridge the substructure is complete, structural steel is in place and
the deck forme are partially set. ‘ork was suspended early in November due
to weather unsuitable for pouring the deck.
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Section G
indian to Fotter

This contract is being handled by the Alaska Railroad. Ties, ballast
and steel are in place. Trains started operating over the new railroad grade
on Noveaber 15, Work is now shut down. Construction of the highway, which
follows generally the old railroad grade, will be done next year.

GLENN HIGHWAY

Sections B-1, B-2, and B~3
Palmer to Olen Allen, abont 14] miles

you |

These prejects are being handled by the Alaska Noad Commission. No

representative of this office has been over the projects during the past
month. It ie understood that the status is as previously reported, and that
all work is suspended for the Winter.

con

Pel
of

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Section C
Big Delta Junction to Rapids 38.5 Ziles

Bide were received Novenber 8 and award has been made to C. F. lytle
and Green Construction Co. on their low bid of $1,771,091. The next low bid
of $1,992,278 was submitted by Stock and Grove of Anchorage.

Preliminary engineering work on the project was carried forward through
practically all of November from camps at Big Delta Junction and Donnelly.
This work has now been suspended for the Winter, and engineering crews are
enroute to Seward.

ALASKA HIGHWAY

Section A
Big Delta to Johnson River, 47.9 Kiles

No engineering work was performed during November. The contractor
has not moved any equipment to the project. Contract work is expected to
start early in the Spring.

KENAI RIVER HIGHWAY

Sec. 5-B2 from Seward-Anchorage Highway
at Bile 38 to Kile 41; and from Mile 47

to Mile 50, 54 miles

All work was suspended on November 18, On that date clearing had been
substantially completed and the first 3 rock cuts on the project had been
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drilled and shot. frogress is considered satisfactory. ‘ith clearing COR:
pleted and considerable rock shot ahead of the grading equipment the contractor
is in a position to make excellent progress when work ia resumed.

The easterly section of the project, about 3 miles in length, has been
Slope staked. bngineering personnel has been moved to other projects and to
the District office.

Location Survey from Coopers Landing
to Forest Boundary at Hentons Lodge

Field work is complete and survey personnel has been transferred to
other projects. Very littie work on the field plane hes been done.

SEWARD ANCHORAGE HIGHWAY

Forest Highway Froject 3-23,14, Snow @iver Bridge

fork hes been substantially completed except painting, which will be
dene next year. Operations were suspended for the season on November 1.

Loration Survey from Mile 12 te Rile 58

Pield work has been completed, except bridge foundation investigations,
and sent to the Vivision office. The location engineer, Mr. Furusath, has
transferred to Juneau to work on the design. ur. Anderson, Assistant Division
Katerials ingineer, with a crew of two men is handling the bridge foundation
investigations, and making some further investigstion of material sources.

Urilling is being done with a 4" Kirk-Hillman churn drill powered with
a one cylinder gasoline engine. A photograph of the drill rig is included
herewith. This work 1s slow as at least o full day's operation of the drill
is required for a hele 15 to 20 feet deep.

Section A-1
Eile 5 to Mile 12 and #ile 15 to Kile 18

This project is advertised and bids ere to be received November 29.

ingineering personnel which hes been working on the Kile 12 to 58
survey is now staking clesring on the south end of this project; retracing
old "¥" Lines between Mile 10 and Male 12, and between Mile 15 and Hile 18;
and setting and referencing "L" line #.I.'s. There is no snow on the ground
but weather has been fairly cold. Huildings for an engineering camp at Mile
18 have been sheeted on the outside and reofe are on, All subsurface pipe
Lines, well, cesspool, ete. are in. Some interior work has been done. This
work has been performed by maintenance personnel. The work remaining to com-~

plete the camp will be done during the tinter as maintenance personnel is
avaliable from other work.



Section B-l
Mile 50 to Mile 58

This project is advertised and bide are to be received on December 12,

io preliminary engineering work has been performed except the "P" Line
survey. Engineering work wil] start early in the epring from the camp at
Wile 58.

GENERAL

Considerable interest is being shomn in the work to be let between
Seward and Wile 58. Representatives of the following contracting firms are
known to have gone over the work:

Lytle and Green
5. Birch Sons
Stock and Grove
Peter Kiewit Sons Co.
Morrigon~-Knudsen
Rametad and Gallagher
HM. FP. Munter Go,
Osberg Construction Co.
Brow and Hoot
Max J. Kuney Co.

Heither MoLaughlin Ine. or Babler and Regera have looked at the work,
as far as we know.

Fairly cold weather, minimum 10° below at Moose Fass and Nile 47, hus
prevailed during the past three weeks, There has been no snow since Qotober
22 and the road is practically all bare of snow. Glaciering has been very
bad, and it has been with some difficulty that the road has been kept passable.
Glaciers are dispersed from near the mouth of Ingram Creek on Seotion D to
Seward, and the full length ef the Kenai River Highway. It has become necesgaryte discontinue all work on the Mile 18 camp to make personnel available to thaw
culverts and blast and blade ice off the road. The truck mounted boiler has
been operating 2 and 3 shifts per day.

Photographs and a progress chart of the Turnagain Arm work are enclosed.
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EI¥-15. 1016, Sewaré-lachorage, Bile 12 te Nile 58 furvay. View
ef veilroad bridge asress Pratl Biver.at Mile. 26. hs old road
is on the eidehill] left. Survey Line cregges river paraliel to
relirosd bridge, An elternate site down streas about 1/2 atleis zleo being considered.

of highvay and raiirosd at Kile 21, At this point both highvey
and rallread are occaniansily Dlecwed by snev slides whith cone 1

down hill on the right «né extend into Kensi Lake on the left.

WJF@1%. 10%4. #evard-Anchorece. Hile 12 to Hille 58 Sarvey. i
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PHE-12. 1009. Sevard~Aacherage, Bile iz te Mile $8 Server.
Teall River, lower eresging. View ef drili rig
uged for bridge foundation taraztigations.
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G\-A4-44

BHF-15, 1012, Seward~Anchorage, 3-E3,54%. View of
completed bridge over wast channel of Sniw
River at Kile 16, °
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Bel-20. 1052, Sewerd~Anchorege, 3-49: View of
eomplated project sheet frau about Bile 4,
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December 8, 1950

To ¢ Mr. Ae & Glavk, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D. ¢,

From : Hugh A. Stoddart, Division Engineer, Juneau, ALagka

Subject; Confidential Monthly Report for November 1950

Bad weather conditions toward the end of the month real ted
in the dugpansiion of sll major field work, both eonetruction and
engineering, In the Kenal Peninsula area cold temperatures ware
the gonerel rule with little snow ovctering nnitil the onl of the
month, In Sontheasterm Alaska intermittent rain and snow precluded

. the possibility of much productive work,

Prograts on the Read and Martin contract at Xetchiken falied
$o 4mprove and af the present time the contractor is engaged in
elepmup work preparatory to suspending operations for the seasen,
Dooleion will be mada during the winter chutdowm period as to com
pletion of thie vork next year, It is pessible thet i+ will be
necessary to terainahe the contractor's right to proceed end make
other urrangenerntts for finishing the work.

Wotk on the Lytle and Green contract on Project §-B2, Kenal
River Highway, was suspended at the middie of the period. Ulearing
43 prettically complete and some drilling and ULasting operations
were carried on with sxogilent results,

The Turnagein Ava work continued te show good progress, As
predicted last month, it is evident now that not over 75,000 yarda
of major rondwey sxeavation will remain on the Seotlen #«2 sontract
when this project closes down for the season. Latest advice indientes
that moderately hoavy snow within the last few days will, probably
ease a suspension of operations, Bridge work remaining on Section
Fe3, the J, J. Badraun contract, conslets of placing She deak at
Bird Oreek end painting on several of the other bridges. There
shovld be no difficulty in completing all remaining structure work
aarly noxtb seasons

iy



Mr. A. C. Clark —2= December 8, 1950

The Copper River Highway survey was closed down and design
will be started in the Division Office Juneau in January follow-
ing completion of the Seward to Mile 58plans which have priority.

Bids were opened on the first unit of the Seward to Mile 58
construction on Nevember 29 and favorable prices were received, the
Low bid being $1,054,413 as compared with the engineer's estimate of
$1,183,776. She four bids received ranged from the low bid of the
Manson Construchion and Hngineering Company and Gseberg Oonstruction
Gompany to a high of 61,453,180, Award of contract hag been recon
mended, Tha second sestion has been advertised for bid opening on
December 12 and design of the remainder is well ahead of schedule.

On November 8 bids vere opened on Sediion 6 of the Richard-
gon Highway end Lytle and Green were low with a figure of $1,771,091,
as compared with the estimte of $2,156,784. Five bids were received,
vanging up to $2,243,537. This contract has been awarded by the
Aleskn Rvuad Commission.

On Novenber 29 a lov bid of $430,456 was reanived on the
Glacier Highway project 2-D1,¥6 north of Juneau. The five bids
received ranged from the Low up to $552,690. ‘the engineer's
estinete was $464,311.80.

Good competition and satisfactory bids wera received on the
three projects mentioned above. Anticipated increases in prises
pecause of unsettled world conditions and the resultant expected
shortage of later so far have not materialised to any notieeshle
degree, Prediotions are made that subsbantial wage increases will
be in effect next ing but the bida being reasived do not seem
to reflect these prédictiona,

SDE

Raclosure; Progress Chart (1)
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