December 8§, 1950

To t Mr, G. Y. Mayo, Adbing Chief, VWestern Hesdquarters,
Ban Franciges, Ool ifornisa.

Erom : MHugh A, Stoddart, Divigion BEnginser, Junsan, Alaske.
Subject: Oonfidentisl HMHonthly Report for November 1950

EBad wenther conditions bowar@ the end of the month resulted
in the suspension of a1l major fleld work, beth conwtriction and
engineering, 1In the Yemal Peninsula aves cold temperaiures were
the genersl ruls with 1ittle enow accnrrinﬂ%n‘hil the end of the
month. In Southesstiorn Aledis inﬁemittenﬁ rain and gnow prodliuded
the possibility of muth productive sork.

Prograss on the Road and Marbin contract st Kelchilan falled
%o improvd pnd st the present $ime the conbrachyr is éngaged in
gloanup work prepeyatory ho suspending opersiions for the season.
Degision will be made durins the winter shubdown period as to com-
pletion of this work tiexd year, It is possille thet i% will be
necessary to terminste the confractorts right %o progeed and make
ather arraﬁgemsﬂﬁs for finighing ihe work,

York on the Lylle ond OGreen contract on Project 5-B2, Kensl
Biver Bighwny, was suspendsd ab the middle of the periocd. {learing
fa pragticslly complete and some drillisg anf Hlasting operations
werh carried op with excellent resulis,

The Turnagein Arm work continued to show good progrens. 4s
pradleted Tast month, i% 4in svident now bhat not over 75,000 yards
of major toafiway éxeavstion will remain on the Section F-2 centract
when this pfojsct closes down for the season, Labest advice indicabes
that moderstsly hesvy snow within the Llash few days will probably
gonse a sugpension of overations. Bridge work remsining on Sectien
P=3, the Ji I Badraun gontract, consieds of placing the deck &b
Bird Orsek snd painting on severel of the other bridges. Thare
should be no 4ifficully inm complebing 211 remaining strucbure work
early nexd seaoson.
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The Coprer River Highway survey vwes closed down and design
will be started in the Divislon Offlce 4in Junesu in Jdununry follow-
ing complebion of the Soward o Mile 5B plmns vhich have priecrity.

Bids were opaned on the first unit of the Sevard te Hile 58
conpirucbion on Hovember 29 and favorable prices were rsoeived, the
1ow bid boing $1,054,019 ae compared with the sngineerts estimate of
$2.,183,776. Tre four bids received ranged Irow the low hid of the
Manson Uonstruction and Bnginsering Oompany and Osberg Construction
Company to a high of £8,453,180, Award of contract has been recom-
uended, The second sectivn had been advertised for hid opsning on
Docembar 12 mod desgign of the remsinder is well shead of schadule,

On Hovembay 8 bids were ovened on Section 0 of the Hichard-
son Highway and Lytle and Green wers low with a figure of $1,771,091,
28 gompared with the estimate of $2,156,784%., Tive bids wers received,
renging up bo 32,243,537, This contrnot hag beon awarded by the
£ ngks Road Commission.

On November 29 a lov bid of $430,456 was Teceived on the
flocier Highwey vroject 2-D4,¥6 north of Junesu. The Tive bids
regeived ronged frow the 1ov up bo £552,690. The enginserts
estirats wes $464,%511.80,

Goed compstitlon and satlisfectory hids were received on the
three projechs mentioned sbove. Anticipated increases in prices
batause of wnsetiled world conditions and the resulbant expeoted
ghortage of laboy go far have not materislized to any noticesble
depgres. Predichions ave mede that substentisl wage increasses will
be in sffect paxt spring bul ihe bide being received do not seem
te reflect these predictions.

Enelosuras: Monmthly Report of Distriet Engineey French (2)
Monthly Report of District Hngineer Wyliler (2)
Progress Chart (1)
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HOETHLY REPORY
OF
ACTIVITIES I¥ THE JUEEAU DISTRICT DIVISICE TEH
FOR THE MOHTE OF ZOVEMBER 1950

The generally mild weabher and heavy rains experienced durimg the
first few days of the menth changed abruptly te urpusuzlly celd tempers-
tures for this time ef year aud the cold weather prevailed througheut the
rest of the month. The terperatures have rua from below gere ix nome lo-
oalitise to 20° sbove im other lecalities, nccompanied by very light pre-
elpitation. Reosuse of the snturated condltion of the ground due to the
- heavy reins preceedlng and alep due to the lack of snow coversze, the frost
hag already penetrated the ground to considershle depths. Distortion of
the road beds of the various highwaye due to frost heave &re flready in
evidence %o a degree that usually is not spoarert befors in Jamuwsry or
Fobruary.

The relatively cold and dry weather hag been of decided advantage
to the contractors werk on Projects 1-B7.83 and 1-D6, BN in the vicinity
of Kotchiken. In spite of the relatively favorable weather cenditions
the oontractor is so far behind his comsitruction echeduls, submiited dur-
ing Qctober, that for all practical purposes the schedule is of no valiune
As mentionsd in cur Oectober report, the eoniracter was instructed met to
opern mny further cute on Froject 1-B5,BY4 until the section on which he
had performed rough grading had been finished to & degree whick would
make it safe for traffic with a reascnsble minimum of imponvenience to
the traveling publie. In this area the weather can be expected to change
any time amd heavy rainp or snowfall may be antiecipated. For this reasen
it is zlse important that the perdien ef the project which hms been reugh
graded be placed, a8 scon as poessible. in suoh condition that winter mein-
tenance can be performed. Durinmg the month of Eovewber the contracior hee
made an effort te finish the rough graded section snd the latest reports
from the Resident Engineer, Mr. MoOann, indieate that the grade is being
finished %o a remscmably good travelinz condition.

The progress on Project 1-B7,83 has been practiocally =t a staad
still during the last month. JScme cleanup work was done éduring the month
and most of the old structvre acress Wards Oreck was removed. The major
portion of the project has been opened Tfér traffic and is in suviisble
condition for winter malmtensnce, With the early and severe winter wea-
ther already experisnced, it is probable thet both Projectes 1-B7,83 and
1-D6, B4 will be closed for winter within & short time. If snd when the
work is clesed, it is not expected that work on either ome of the pro-
Jecte will be resuvmed before April of nexi year.

In our Octeber report it was mentioned that Mr. J. B. Davis, in
charge of & small survey party, was trensferred to EKetchikan from the
Juneau area. This varty was &ssigned to the lsertion of the designed
line on the Ketchikan-¥Wards Cove preoject as well as on the gsection be-
tween Befuge Cove and Totem Bight. Both these projects sre on the
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spacial pregrem for Forest Eighways in Boutheastern Alagks and scheduled for
construction next ssason., Puring the years since the constiructien of the
roed between Ketchiken and Vards Oove, there heg been oconsiderable fevelep-
ment of the land adjacent and residences, garages &rd other builldinge have
been constructed a2ll aleng this sectiorn im very clese proximidy of the high-
way. The acquisition of righi-of-way for reconstruetion purposes is there-
fore going to be & gomplicated and diffioult matter and considerable opposi-
tion from property owners ls anticipated. For this reagen it is essentinl
that the center 1ine be locmted in 14s fipsl positior making it vossible 4o
determine &and locate in the fisld the right-of-way parcels whieh 1% will e
neoensary to aocquire.

Bomaetime ago & petition was received, signed by 811 residents adja-
cent to & mection approximstely one mile long of the project, in which fres
right-of-way was offered for the oconstruction of & new road in back of the
existing houses &nd improvements, providing that the line could be desigmed
g6 that no damsge cooured to the structures or developed areas in the rear
of the lets. This new read world take the plaee ef the reeonstruction of
the present road in front of the properties. Preliminery investigations
made previensly indiested that a re-loestion of the highway was femsible
along this section and that a survey c‘ﬁyhe propesed line wag Justified.
Hr. Davip &nd his party have completed survey of this proposed re-loestion
snd the deta will be forwarded to the Design Section of the Diviasion Office
within & short tims. 1In erder to expedite this survey work, ¥r. Leroy ¥.
Davla, Loeoating Engineer, has been losned to the District Office from bthe
Bivieion Office and Mr. Davis is now in Retchikan supervising this work.

Oconsiderable time was spent by the Dlastrict 0ffice on the moquisi-
tion of the remeining rights-of-wey pareels necessary for Project 2-D4,F¥5,
¥ost of the pareels have not been obtained, but it appesrs that it will be
necessary te go through condemmption in three eases. The data on these
ceces will be forwarded to the Bivision 0ffice within the next few days
for further mction. The right-of.way ne yet to be obizined consists of
carrew atrips adjacent to existing right-of-way and while ths meguisition
of these percels 1s essential to complete the project te deslgn standards,
2 delay in acquisition will not prevent the econtractor in proceeding with
the work.

Bids on Project 2-D4,F6 vere palled for during the month to be opened
by the Division Bngineer on Hovember 29th. Representatives of several con.
tracting firme contacied thisg eoffice during the month and were shown over
the project by the Pistrict Engineer. The District Office alsc assisted
the prespective bidders by answering gquestions in regards to interpretetien
of specifications and plens.

Hr. Paul Robinson, who was in charge ef the Oopper River Survey, re-
turned to Junesu the first part of the month and ie now assigned o the de-
elen section of the Bivielen Uffice.
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Hre. Bnglish, Seeretary to the District Bngineer, went to the Biales

(e for & viglt during the month of Qctober, haviag been granted mnnual leave of

#pproximately one month duratien. During the first eof the month ve received

‘{nformation from her that it will be neecessary for her to underge a major
eperation, to be performed during the first part of December, bui that she
expected to return shortly after Few Years. Krs. Mallory, who was employed
46 replnee Hrs. Bnglish during the 1stter's vaeation, has consented o re-
ﬁain_during the extended abgence of Mra. Hngllish,

: ﬁhe Diptrict Office was sometime ogo advised that it is the intention
af the Divigion Office to mseign m greater portion of the Oost Accounting
‘work to the Disitricte and thet 1t is expectsd io make thie change shertly
after Hew Years, This will make 1t necessary to empley addlitioma] clerks
4n the Distriet Office. The work im connectior with acguisition of rights-
of-uay is beaoming more snd more extensive and complicated and thersfors
requires additional engineering assistants, particvlerly in view of the
lsrge propesed program for next seascn. It will therefore be neocsssary o
inereage the working space of the District Office, During the month of
Hovenber, we bad therefore investigated the pessibilities of obiaining
-ﬁﬁher qu&rters since there is ne poesibility of obtaining additiensl sptcs
in the building where the 3istriﬁt Office is now loceted. We have ascer-
tained that guitable guarters may be cbiained elsevhere snd bids for space
of the mize necessary bave been celled for. It is the lntention %o move
to the ney guarters if and when obialped, shortly after Bew Years.

As mentioned sbove, thers has been consliderabls distortion of the
rosd beds in this Aistriet dve %o the long, celd wenther and the mbsence
of snow coversre. This is alse true of the paved asetiga beﬁween Junesu
and the Juneamu Alrpert. The distorbion on this sectien 1d, however, nob
sericvs mnd if the npavement is protscied from overloading during the Spring
breskup, it is not believed thei any permanent demege will ecomr. Iue to
the abgence of gnow, a number of glociers began to bduild up along the road
ditches, The pondition, however, did not rench major or serious propor-
tions and Suring Thankegiving Week some snow fell which seemed to have
stopped further glacistion. With ths roads frogen and very little snow
to oontend with, maintensnee crews have been &ble to spend considerable
time in clearing brush on the rights-of-way.

The Post fonestruction Projects a2t Cordova were shutdown during the
month dvue to the westher. These projects are practically complete, with
the exception of the large eulverts to replace old hox culverts. Fhese
euvlverts will be insitalled lete this winter or early nert spring, before
the snring thaw raiecs the water level in Eysk Lake sbove the winter low.

(5

CHR ¥. WILLER,
Distriet Bncineer.

Degerber 1, 1950
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DUEPARTESHT OF COMKERCE
BUK BAU OF FUBLIC ROADBS
iHvision 10
Seward District

NARBATIVE REPORT FOR

Hovember 1950

TURNAGAIN ARE PROJHCTS

Section F-2
Faterson Creek to Indian

Good progress has been made during the past month. ieather has been
clear with minimus temperatures of about 5° below at Girdwood, The contracior
now has two 2-1/2 c.y. shovels, each working 2 shifts per day, in an effort to
complete the grading work to a point where he will have access by highway to
all of the remaining work. The road 1s in good shape from the south end at
Feterson Creek to a point about 5 miles north of Girdwood, Substantially all
of the material has been moved in this section. The road can be iraveled
with a 4 wheel drive vehicle to & point about 8 milss morth of Girdwood. If
favorable weather continues and the contractor can keep his two large shovels
operating for another two or three wesks, substantially all of the project
will be provided with suitable highway sccesa from the Birdwood camp, This
access should accelerate operations in the Spring.

The Bird Creek Bridge at Sta. 1916 has not been completed so the
northerly portion of the project from Sta. 1837 to the northern terminus at
Sta. 2013 is not travelsble, although the grading is substantially complete,
and the road surface is entirely satisfactory for travel.

The decks have been poured on 2 of the 4 trestle bridges. The other
2 decks will be poured next year.

#ven with progress better than previously reported, it appears un-
likely that the coniractor will complete sll work on the project within the
time limit of June 30, 1951, However, if progress continues to improve, it
appears that the project may be in & condition to pass traffic by the time
the highway on Section G is opsned for traffie, Section @, from Indian to
Fotter, 1s being constructed by the Alaska Railroad.

Section F-3
{Bridges on Section F-2)

All bridge work 1s substantially complete except at Bird Creek. On
this bridge the substructure is complete, structural steel is in place and
the deck forms are partially set. %ork was suspended early in kovember due
to weather unsuiteble for pouring the deck.



Section G
Indian to Fotter

This contract is being handled by the Alasks Railroad. Ties, ballast
and steel are in place. Traine started operating over the new railroad grade
on Hovember 15, Work is now shut down. Construction of the highway, which
follows generally the old railrocad grade, will be done nexi year.

OLENN RIGHWAY

fections B-1, B~2, and B-3
Falmer 4o Glen Allen, abont 141 miles

These projects are being handled by the Alaska Hoad Commlssion, ko
representative of this office has been over the projects during the past
month, It is understood that the status is as previouwsly reported, and that
all work is suspended for the ¥inter.

RICHARDSOR HIGHWAY

Section ©
Big Delta Junction to Rapids 38,5 ¥iles

Bids were receaived Hovesber 8 and award has been made to 0. F. lLytle
and‘ﬁreen Consiruction Co. on their low bid of 1,771,091, The next low bid
of 1,992,278 was submitted by Stock and Grove of inchorage.

Freliminary engineering work on the project was carried forward through
practically all of lovember from camps at Big Delta Juncition and Donnally,
This work has now been suspended for the Finter, and engineering crews are
enrout.e Lo Seward.

ALABRE HIGHWAY

Seetion A
Blg Delts to Johnson Hiver, 47.9 ¥iles

Ko engineering work was performed during Hovember. The contractor
has not moved any equipment to the preject. Contract work is expested to
start early in the Spring.

KENAI RIVER HIGHWAY
Sec. 5-B2 from Seward-4nchorage Highway
at ¥ile 38 to Kile 41 and from ¥ile 47
to ¥ile 50, 54 miles

All work was suspended on khovember 18, On that date clearing had been
substantially completed and the first 3 rock cuts on the project had been
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drilled and shot. irogrese is considered satisfactory, Hith clegring co-
pleted and considerable rock shot ahead of the grading eguipment the contractor
ie in a position to make excellent progress when work is resumed.

The easterly section of the project, abowt 3 miles in lemgth, has been
slope stesked. bLngineering personnel has been moved to other projects and to
Lhe Distriet office.

Location Survey from Coopers landing
to Forest Boundery at Hentone lLodge

Field work is complete and survey personnel has been {ransferred to
other projects. Very little work on the field plans hes been done.

SERARD ANCHORALE HIOGHWLAY
Forest Righwey Froject 3-£3,I4, Snow River EBridge

ork has been substantially completed except painting, which will be
done next year. Opersilons were suspended for the season on Bovember 1.

Logstion Survey from #ile 12 to Eile 58

Field work has been completed, except bridge foundation investigetions,
and sent to the Division office. The location enginesr, ¥r. Furuseth, has
transferred o Juneau to work on the design. #r. inderson, Assistant Division
Haterials ingineer, with e crew of two men is handling the bridge foundation
investigations, and making some further investipstion of materisl sources.

drilling is being done with a 4" Kirk-Hillman churn driil powered with
a one cylinder gasoline engine. A photograph of the drill rig is included
herewith. This work i slow as at least a full dey's operation of the drill
is required for a hele 15 to 20 fesl deep.

Section A<l
Hile § to 2ile 12 and #¥ile 15 1o ¥ile 18

This project is advertised and bids &re to be received Hovember 29.

ingineering persomnel which has been working on ths ¥ile 12 Lo 58
survey is now staking clearing on the sonth end of thls projesct; retracing
old "F" lines between Mile 10 and ¥ile 12, and between Mile 15 and Yile 18,
and setting and referencing "L" line ¥.I.'s. There is no snow on the ground
but weather has been fairly oold. Bulldings for an engineering camp ab kile
18 have been sheeted on the outside and roofs are on, 4ll subsurface pipe
lines, well, cesspool, etc. are in. Some interior work has been done. This
work has been performed by maintensnce personnel. The work remaining to com-
plete the camp will be done during the winter as maintenance personnel is
availabie from other work.
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Section B-l
Hile 50 to ¥ile 58

This project is advertised and bide are to be received on Jecember 12,

ho preliminsry engineering work has been performed excert the #PF line
survey. Pngineering work will start esrly in ihe spring frem the camp at

¥ile 58,
GENERAL

Coneidersble interest is being shown in the work to be let between
Seward and ¥ile 58, Representatives of the following contracting firms are

known to have gone over the work:

Lytle and Oreen

5. Bireh Sons

Stock and Grove

Feter Kiewlt Soms (o,
Horrison~Knudsen
Ramstad and Gallagher
¥, F. ¥unter Co,

Osberg Construction Co.
Brown and Hoot,

Hax J. Kuney Co.

Heither Molaughlin Inc. or Babler and Hogers have looksd at the work,
as far as we know.

Fairly cold westher, minimum 10° below ai Moose Fass and ¥ile 47, has
provailed during the past three wesks, Thers has been no snow since Octobaer
22 and the road is practically all bare of snow, Glaciering has bsen very
bad, armd it has besn with some difficulty that the road has been Kept passsble.
Glaciere are dispersed from near the mouth of Ingram Greek on Seotion D to
Seward, snd the full length of the Kenai Hiver Highway. It has becoms necessary
to disgontinue all work on the Hile 18 camp to make personnel available to thaw
culverts and blast and blade ice off the road., The truck mounted boiler has

been operating 2 and 3 shifts per day,

Fhotographs and a progress chart of the Turnagain Arm work are enclosed.
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FuR-12, 938. Hcherison B, View of completed paving =t
Panans ¥iver Bridge sbout 13 miles north of Big
Belis Junction,
e

; B¥E-12. 936. Richardeon B, View of completed paving,
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EI¥-18, 1916, Seward-inchorsge, 5ils 12 bo Hide 58 Surwsy, Vies
of saiiroad bridge asrous Trail Miver ot ¥ile 26, The 614 road
is on the sidehill lefi. Survey line erogses river parsllel %o
raiivost bridge. An slternste site down stresm aboud 1/2 nile

_is siso being considersd.

G -a4-15

H4F=13. 1038, Zowsrd-fnshorsge, ¥ils 12 fo Kile 53 Sarvey. Vi
of highesy snd reflrosd st Eile 21, 4% this polut botk highwey
snd reilresd are cooswicnelily Vieoksed by stitw sitdes which vome [
down hill on the right srd extend into Kensi Lake on the left,
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218, 1009, Seward-Anchovege, Hile 12 to Hils 55 Suregn,
Trail Hiver, louwer cressimg. View of drill rig
asgal for bridse fonndstion imvastizetions,

BEF-15, 1012, Sewsrd-fnchorsge, I-E7,I4. View of
compicted bridge over west chamnel of Snww
Biver at Kile 1B,



BuS-20. 310%2. Sewsrd-hnchorsge, 329, View of
conpleted project shesd frem abont Mls i,
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Dpcenber 8, 1950

To ¢ Mr. A, €, Clavk, Deputy Commissioner, Wasshington, D, €,
From &+ Hugh A, Sioddars, Division Enginser, Junesu, Alasks
Subjesty Confidential Monihly Report for Hevembsr 1950

Bail woathey conditions toward the und of the month resul ted
in the sugpanaion of s11 majtor field work, both construchion and
enginearing, In the Kenal Pentnsula avsas cold ferperatuvres ware
the goneral rule with 1itile snow ovowrrdns wntil thoe end of the
month, In Boubtheastern Alsske intermitient raln and esnow precluded

- the posaibility of wmuch produchive work,

Progrecs on the Read and Hardin contresobl ot Xetchiken falled
40 improve and st the present time the contractor is engaped in
clenmup work preparabory o sugpanding operstiong for the sesson.
Dopision will be made during the winbter chutdowm perlod as to come
pletion of thie work nszt ysar, It is pogsible that I% will be
necsssary o borninnde the conbractords pight Yo prowssd end nakes
other sxraogsments for Tinishing the work,

Wark on the lyils and Greer ponbract on PFroject 5-82, Kenai
River Hizhway, was suspended at the middle of the poriod. (learing
is praotically eomplets and some drilling snd bWlasbing oporationn
were carried on with sxceilent resul ts,

The Turnagein Sxm work conbinusd to show good progress. As
predicted lagd month, it is svident now thad not over 75,000 yards
of major romdwey exoavation will reanin on the Seoblen F-2 contract

when this project closaes fown for the season. Latest advice indiecates

that moderstely heavy snow within the leab fev days will probably
gause n suspension of operablovs, Iridge work remaining on Section
F-3, the J, J. Badramm pontract, conslsty of placing the dedk ab
Bixrd Oreck end painbing on saveral of the other hridges. There
ghould be wno difficully in complebing all remeining structure work
arily nexit seasoh,
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The Copper River Highway survey was closed down and design
will e started in the Division Office ia Jupeau in Jemuzyy follow-
ing completion of the Ssward to Hile 58 plans which have prierity.

Bids were opensd on the first unit of the Seward to Mile 58
construction on November 29 and favorable pricos wers rsoeived, the
low bid being 51,054,413 as compared with the enginserls estimate of
$1,183,776. The four bide veceived ranged from the low bid of the
Hanson Construction and Engineering Company and Osberg Qonsiruction
Gompany to & high of 51,453,180, Award of contract has been recom-
mendad, The second sechtion has been adveriised for bid opering on
Decembsr 12 and design of the remeinder is well shead of schedule.

On Hovember 8 bids wars opened on Ssgiion ¢ of the Richarxd-
son Highway end Lytle and Green were Low with a figure of 81,771,091,
as compared with the ssbimate of $2,156,784. Five bids were recaived,
reuging up to $2,243,537. fThis contreot has been averded by the
Alesks Hoad Commission.

Un November 29 = lov bid of $430,436 was recaived on the
(lacier Highwey project 2-D4,¥6 north of Junseu. Whe £ive bids
received ranged from the low up to $552,690. The engineer's
esbinete was $464,911.80,

Gootl compebition and setisfactory Dide wers recsived om the
three projechs menbtioned above. Antipipated inoresses in prices
because of unseltled world conditions and the resulient expescied
shortage of laboy so far have not materislined bo any noticeasble
Adegres, Predigtions ave mads that subsbantisl wage inereases will
be in effect next spring but the bide being recsived do nobt seem
to refiect thase predichicus,

Pndiosure; Progress Charl (1)
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