April 7. 1950

i s Er. G, V. Hayo, Acting Chisf, Western Hesdquarters, Sen Francisco
From H. A, Stoddart, Division Bnginser
Subjeachy Confifentier)l Monthly Report for March 1950 for

Dlvision Fo. 10

Hezther for the mondh hes continued te improve and ths frost
regegsion is well advenced at the lover elevablons in Southessisrn
Al pskn, Reports from the jnbterior indicete thot snow is dissppearing,
but that the spring breskup has not begun 3o dzte,

Of the Forest Highwey projects the Ketchikan job is showing
improved progress, Vhether the chenge in management will reesult in
the minimuwm neeessary improvement in progress is sbill %o be determined.
Progroge bes opntinusd on Forvest Hipghwey project design in the Divielon
office =nd most of the prejests in the program are now spproaching the
plan completinn simge.

‘The Regionsl Ferestor hae besn in Yeshingbton For the nonth on
Dopertuent of Apriouvliure business. Iiformstion bas been received
whith indicabtes setion will be taken in the nesr fubvure o rub inte
sffeet ths propesal for eliminntion of arecs from the Hational FPorest
s@jacent and parellel to the Hetionsl Forost bhighwars of Southecstern
.é;i'gs,"t:_g.

To aveid possible confnsion and misunfersiending in pressniing
the cees for the pulp mill asppropriedion a revised Forest Eighwey
Progrsm Letter has been submitted $o substitute a project on the Kensi
Highvay, not on a 1ist of specisl projects, for the project on the
Flacier Highwsy which had besn nreviocusly programmed for resgular Foresh
Eighway funds, but which had been included in a 1ist of projecte 6 o
finaspesd vith gpeciel funde,

Refervence is made to the discussion regerding englinsering
gervioes reguasted by the Community Faeilities Ssrvice in comnsotion
with its Publie Works progrem for Alaske. A preliminary review was
nade of provosed projects in Ketohilmn involving improvemsnts of city
atracts bud the srrengement is apparsrfly to be levminsted as n resuld
of & Yaghington office ruling by the Community Facilitiss Service.

It was nobsd in the 1laszt resort that an esreemernt had besn
negebisted by the general condrectors with the lebor wnions fer wage
rotes to govern for the coming construction season. Iaformeiion has
basn veeeived that the agreement has been executed and was made

effective Karch 13. The minimum wage establlished for commen lebor is
$2.40 per hovr, On o basis of a 60 hour week the labersr's sernings

will be approximetely 5168,




= waED

Hr. 8. V. Hayo -l April 7, 1950

The bids for Section F of the Richardgon Bighwsy, exiending Trom
Tonsina $to Guikana, were opened by the Alsoks Bozd {Jommigeion on Horch
20, 1950, with C. F. Lytle Company and Green Congtruction Co. being low
bidders b $2,339,810. The second bidder was 5. Birch & Sons Consbruction
Company and Morrison-Knudssn Compsmy, Inc. =t $2,169,350. Thers vwere
four more bidders with the high bid being $2,913.560 submitted by 2
combination of Pori{land, Orsgon bidders. The engineer's estimsie was
$2,776,080, ©On March 15 the Rozd Commission opeded bids for two projects;
ons being locsted between Anchorsge and the new internstionsl airport at
Lzke Spenard, 2.83 milss in length, with s low bid of $195,297; the
sacond project was belween Falrbanks amd College, with a total length of
5.?14' milea, the 1ow bid Eing $3891?l3tlﬁ!

In making detailed designs for Alaske Highwey prejocisn, Sectiong A
ard 4, = sumbsr of revislons wers proposed by this offies and =poproved
by the Alaska Rosd Commission which contemplete correction of some
sections with the most dsfliclent 2linement of the highwsy, vhich reculied
from Army infivence sb the time the rosd was comsiructed. It has heen
quite gratifying %o incorporate thess wvary desivmble improvemenis in the
work noy proposed, On Sectien 4, at spproximste Mils 1364 and bepinning
one snd one-helf miles west pf Johnson River bridge, by consbructing a
mila =nd one-balf on ney siinement 3% is poseible bo save one wmile in
dighancs and eliminste mewy very sharp and objectionable curves. In this
same section the rsconsbtruatien gr&&i:@ will be erisnded s mile ond one-
hol? wesh %o improve both line sud grade. The lmprovemenmt will have the
effect of raising bo n sebisfactory siendard the fivst 230 miles sxtending
sonthessberly from Feirbeonks., ©n Ssction G, st zpproxzimste Kile 130873, the
enet approach to the Tanens River bridge will be improved by siinineting
the reversad enrves =% the excht epprosch de this fine struchture. The
meberisl will be ueed bo climinale the dlp 4n the grede nt the other end
of the bridge snd mske some other minor grade corrections, AL approximetsly
¥ile 1248, at Gerdner Oresk, n howsrdous sharp, horizontel curve ot the foot
of » cteep grale will be elimineted, with a soving of 600 fest 3n lepgth of
line, At Hile 1233, at 2 point loeslly knewn as Seabtonts Corners, by
consbrueking 3,800 feet of now rosdvway, requiring omly sbount 8,000 yards
of sxeavation quantities, & saving in 1,800 feet of distance is made with
s very substanklal Ymprovement in ecurvaiure,

In the spring of 1949 a snow glide ssriocusly demeged the super~
structure of the upper crossing of Lowe River in the Keystone Canyon on
Secticn H of the Richardson Highwsy., I% is found that, by reconstructing
the road on the cpposite cide of the ganyon and crossimg further wpstresm,
the hezerd of demsge from slides may be mvoldell with no 2dditional cost of
reconstructing the bridge in ifs present posiiion and following the slinement
of the present road, The ssction to be built on mevw alinement is 2,86 miles
in langth,

Abbreviated plans were aompleted in June 1949 for the improvemsnt of
Ssction € of the Richerdson Highway extending from Big Delta Ho Black Replds
rosdhotse %o meet the origine]l schedule of pleR completien., The Road
Commission heving rovised its sequence of project construstion, with the
result tbat this project hes been deferred unbil early 1951, we have been
requestsd to make a more elabbrate survey and prepars debzlled plansg for
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the work, This request hns beon sporoved, as deit=lled plavs will mors
dlosaly define the work and we sgres such plsne chould be preparsd vhen
the tims necessary for prepanration is svsilsble.

In connectlen with the Road fommissionts revision of its seouence
of yroject construction, we are informed that it is vlannsd Ho pleos
Section B of the Richardson Highwsy, extending from Veldez to Hile 36,
end Section & of the Alesks Highway, extending from Big Delia e Jdohnson
River, under contract shortly afbtsr the begisning of ths nsx} fisesl pear.
It iz further proposed to place Section G of the Richardson Eighwey under
contract early in the spring of 195L. It is also probeble that s pordion
of Sechiion D, extonding north from Gllens on the Richardson Highway, will
be placed under contrast for grading and surfecing only sometime after
July 1. Incidenily, plans for Section D zre bused en surveys mnd design
by fhe Bond Commission, while the designe for the others mentlened have
besn prepared by this office,

- In preparation for the ssasents werk, conbractors on the iwe
projects near Falrbanks are plamning te fill their storegs feellities on
tha preject in sdvencee of a1y possible eppliceiion of rosd restrichions
due fto e6T% conditions during the spring breskup period. The contrachors
zre plammivg to commence the work =t as sorly s date ns poseible Yo take
sdvantope of the most faverable consirueiion wenther vhich often ocoours

e study of the snow removal project on Thorpson Peus section of
the Richardsen Highvey wes meds during the month and & repord will be
subnid¥sd in the nesr fudurs., Ine primarily to the nild winbtsey, isterruptions
o traffie hove not exosedsd two or three days =t any one tinme.

Infermation ressived from the Territoricl EBmloyuent Servies indicsiaes
that dhare sve 4,000 vuswmploysd persons registered =t this $ime, which hng
glvey concern that should thers be 2 large influx of workers thers will not
be sufTicient Job offerines to mbsorb the sveilzble lsber. Buloynent
officisl ¢ are discouraging pdditionsl poople from coming Lo the Territory
st this bime since the construction sctivities will not remch the pesk for
30 3o 60 days.

A reaview of reguirements for engimesring wmorsornel hes been complested
and & conclusion resched that only 10 or 12 englinsering sssishants in the
(85 =nd GS-6 grades need be recruited in the States, as £11 necessary Jower
grade assisbands are sveilzble in the Alasks ares.

IEncdlosarent Herrative Bapord by Disbrict Hagineer ¥yller
Harrative Beport by District Sngzinser French
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TUREAGLIE ARM PRDJROTS

£11 work remsins suspended on the G&D, E, nnd F-l projects, The &irdwsod
sngineering eomp for projecie F=2 gnd F=3% wes regpenad Morch 21 with on englaeer=
ing crew of svoud 12 men, Enginesring work on the sboking is in pregress, The
contractiors have been recpsblpg emmp, Working on emaipment, ste, preperstoery to
reswaing operetions, Uontrset work ie expecisd o start within o week on both
the grafing snd bridge operstions, ¥r, Reranen, the District Bridgs Bnginesr is
nov Resident Bnginser on the FazZ gnd Fe3X prejsebs,

The econtrachor on Seetion ¢ from Indlan %o Pobter which ¢ being handled
by the Alngka Apilrosd ip drilling end bleeiing hoavy rock outbs,

GLEEE 28D BICHAHDSOE HIGEWATLS

£11 vork remsine insetive as previously Teported, An inspection trip was
mafte of these projecte during the pest month, Oontract work on the Richerdson B
and Blenn EBighway projects ies expected %o edery sboubt Bey L. Oontrect work on
the Bichardson & project will probebly sterd sbout Hay 10 te Msey 15, Eaglneering
erewe will be moved %o the Richsrdeon B project sboui &pril 13 snd to the Glenn
Eighway sboub April 15,

KEEA1 EIVHR EIGEWAY
Section 5=B1 ZXensi Biver Bridze

York on this projeet mey be resuwmed within s wesk depending upon the
aveilebility of unfrozen berrov to complebe the grading, The nev grsde is giill
frozen sxoept sbowt the top Y inches which heos thawed and dried oub setisfeciorily,
The new grede is in satisfnctory condition fer trevel, All borrew pits are
frozsn and it mey be Aifficuit to Tind svitable unfroren meterlsl for borrov,

The contrascter is geiting soripment reedy to resmme operstions but hes mot estale
lished s osmn, 5hn engineering crew of B men will be esbnblished st Rentons Lodge,
b miles west of the bridge site, within g veek,

Ssction B ouertez Creck Loeritlon Burvey
411 Tield plans heve been completef and forwerded to the Divislon 0ffice

for completion of the design, Some right of wey secouisitlon igingcgsgéﬁy‘en the
west end of the project betveen Sopere snd the enst snd of the BBl projest,
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SEYARD BIaBEAY
3 A9 Eile 3 to Hile 5 Grading

Host of the snow has melted of f the hillsides vhere rock excevetion is o
be amccomplishsd, An snginesring orew will be esteblished =t Elle 5 and clops
gtaking stsrted April 10, ZThe contraetor has not zisried vork but is expested $o
stert limited operations in 10 days or 2 weeks,

Sea, 383, Il, Snow River Bridge

York on this projeet ie not expected %o start undil sboud June 1. Piling

were dwriven lsst Fell, A1l other bridge msterials heve been ordersed by the

contrechor,
Forest Boundary te Hile 12 Location Survey

211 field plans have been completed snd forwerded %o the Divicion Ufflce to
be ueed on the design, Practieslly ell of the necessery essements for Tight of
wey have besn obtzined, The projeel can be designed gnd built without =dditions]
epsemants,

GERERAL

Speufsll ie eiill far below normes), The maximum smov on the ground is shout
L0 inches et Hile 12 snd a similer amount at Eile %2, There is zbout 20" ot Hile
H8 snd about 10Y at Coopers Lending, Host of the snow and lee are off the romd
sarface from Seward io Hile 35, snd west of Eile #l on the Opepers Landimg Road,
From B5le %6 to Sunrise the rosd i3 generally covered with heavd peched snow,
Reznde zenerslly sve in gZeod comiition, Hsintensnpe forges have been removing
ice from some bed curves between Hile 10 =nd Bile 1M, #nd detveen Hile 38 and
File kb on 3he Qoopers Londing read, On this lobtbsr seetion glociering is csusing
some Qifficvdsy, Tempesrcbures have besmn mo low thet frost is coming ent of the
ground zlewly, Hecsnt mights heve veried from =62 4o #159 =% vorieous points on
the Renzi Peninsuls resds,

As no comstruction work has been acilve Gurimg the psst month, prograss
charis end photogresphs are not ineluded,




HONTHLY REPORT
: OR
ACTIVITIES IN THE JUNRAU DISTRICT,DIVISIOE TEE
FOR THE MOKRTH OF MAROH 1950

The westher during the month of March wae considerably warmer
than usenl. In some sremp in the Metrict considerable rainfell occur-
red, but generally the weather wans umusus=lly elear and warm, with the
result thet most of the snow siccumilated during the early part of the
winter has now disappesred, and the road surfaces partielly thewed.

Tha thawvinz proeesgs has, howevrer, been gradusl and unususlly few hreak-
vps of the romd gurface caused by frost bolle have occurred. In the
Eetchikan area, where the thawing process ususlly is very rapid, and
where we therefore usually have severe breskups, we had practically no
difficulty during the bdreskup pericd. In this arsz the roade are now
11l free of frosit snd the danger of severe breakup damage is past. On
the smallar projects, such ns Mitkof Highway apd Sitka Highway, soms
breakups ocourred but were minor in character. Due te the very light
traffic on these highways, the demage so far to the romdbed has been
negligible. Because of the gradus] thew there have, so far, been no
major snowslides on any of the highwaye in the Distriet, The danger
period is, however, mnot past either for glides or breakups, but it is
probable that any suech occurrences which may hesppen after this date
will be of minor impeortancs.

Particular attention has been given during the month to the
paved section between Junesu and the Juneeu Adrport. Isclated wneven-
ness of the pavement, and both transverse snd longitudinal epracks,
appeared in the pavement during the latter part of January and the
oarly part of February. There zre two transverse cracke extending over
the sntire pavement width, aund & number of sheort longitudinael oracks
over & section 500 to 600 feet long, immediztely nerth of Lemon Oreek
Bridge. The longitudinsl orecks are all loested in the Joint betwsen
the two lanes, It is believed that these cracks were cauvsed by conirac-
tion due to the long cold weather period in.the sarly part of the winter.
The unevennese in the pevement increased during the month of March and
sppears almost Invariably over culverts. ¥hile there are no signs any-
where on the pavement of serious subgrade feilure or breaking up of the
vavement lieelf, the unevenness is an indication of at least & temporary
weskness in the subgrade, and the Territorisl Bezrd of Highway Commie-
sioners has, therefore, imposed a stringent temporary load limitetion on
the paved seetion whereby 211 trueking with loeds in excess of one ton
hoas been prohiblted. The duretion of this severe load limitation will
depend on weather conditions for the next few weeks, and it may be
posesible to 1ift the limitatioen in ten dsys to twe weeks, Close observa-
tion of the condlitions will be continved and a detziled report submitted



vhan the road is completely thawed and the subgrade is again stabilised.

The progrees on FProjects 1.B7,83 and 1-D6,%4 hae improved somewhat,
tut is =411l zenerally unsotiefactery. The new superintendent tock over
avproximately March 6 and appears t0 be 2 ospedble and efficient operator,
Ee is, hovever, handlcapped by the inefficlent previous drilling a2nd
shooting operations, and also by the lack of sdequate eguipment. Project
1~B?.%§ is appreximately-2§§ complete, while FProject 1-D6,%4 iz less
than 17 complete, At the same time approximately 60% of the contract
time hag elapsed. The new superintendent believes that he cen finlsh sub-
stantially on time 4f he can obisin gufficient mdditionr) egulpmbnt. Kr.
Martin, one of the principals of the contracting company, is nov in Eetchi-
ken and ia expected in Junesu any dey for a conference with this office,
It will depend on the outoome of thlg conference, end on the contreacterts
willingness and ability to obtain sdditional eguipment, whether or not
more drastioc steps should be taken by the Government to ineure completion
of the contract within ressonable time.

Project 31-A7,B2, Douglas Eighway, and Project 7-A5,B2, Hitkof High-
way, continued in closedsdown stetus, It is expected that comstruction
of both these projecte can be resumed the latter part of April.

) The field work on the Juneau-Thazne Survey was essentislly completed
during the month and the field plans wlll be ready for the Division Office
Design Bectien in the firyt week of April.  Thers 1is some 2dditional cul-
vert data io be obinined as scon 2z snow conditions permit.

CHR F WYLLER
District Englneer

March 31, 1950
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To f Hr, A 0. Qlark, Dsputy Commissicnsr, Waghington, I. (.
From @ K, A, Stoddart, Division Enginser

Subject:  Excerphs from Confidentlizl Monthly Repori for March 1949
for Divielon No, 10

Yeather for the month has conbinuad $o improve and the frosh
recsssion is well advanced 2% the lower elevations in Southeastern
Klaska., HReporbs from the interior indliomte thet snow is disappesring,
but that the spring breskup has not bagun 3o dsis,

0f the Porest Highwey projects the Eebchikan Job is showing
improved progress. VYhether the change in mansgement will resulit in
the minimum necsssary improvemsnt in progress is sdill to be determined.
Prograss heg continued on Porest Bighwey project desipn in the Divislen
offics end most of the projscis in the progrsm arve nov approaching the
rlen compleblon stage. )

The Reglonzl Foresfier hes baen ir ¥Washingbon for the mounth on
Depsriment of Agriculture business. Informetion has been received
which indieantes action will be teken in the nesy fuburs o pud into
effect the propossl fTor eliminstion of arees from the Nationsl Foresh
et jzoont and parallel to the Mationsl Forest highways of Southeasbern

To avold possible confusion snd misunderstending in presenting
the ¢szse for the pulp mill sppropristion a revised Porest Highwsy
Progrem Letter has beon subnitied to subgtitute a project on the Kenal
Hishway, not on a 1ist of specisl projecks, for the project on the
Gloeier Highway which had been previcudly programmed for regiler Forest
Highwey funds, but which hed been inciuded 4n a 1list of projects te be
finsneed with speeinl Funds,

Raferancs is made %o the discugsion regerding enginsering
services reguested by the Community Feeilities Service in connection
with 4ita Public Vorke program for Alasks, A préliminsry review was
mzde of proposed projects in Keichilmn involving improvements of city
stroets bubt the arrsnzement iz apparently to be terminated as a resuli
of & Yashington office ruling by the Community Fmcilities Servics,

It was noted in the last report thet an agreement had been
negotisted by the genersl contrectors with the laber unions for wege
raten to govern for the coming construction season. Information has
been recoived that the agreement hss been executed snd wes made
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affective Mavch 13. The minlmum vage established for common labor is
$2.40 psr hour, On a basis of a 60 hour week the lshorerls enrnings
vill bs spproximately $168.

The bide for Ssction ¥ of the Richardson Bighwey, exbending from
Pongina %o Gullkana, wers oponed by the Alssla Head Commisslion om March
20, 1950, with G, F. Lytle Compeny and Green Constiruciion fo. beling lovw
bidders 2t $2,339,810, The second bidder was 8. Birch & Sons Consitruction
Company snd Morrison-Knudsen Compsny, Inc. ak $2,469,350. There wers
four more bidders with the high bid being $2,913.560 submitted by a
combinztion of Fortland, Oveéezon bdidders. The enginserls estimate was
$2,776,860, On March 15 the Road Commission opensd bids for two projects)
one heing located batween Anchorege snd the new inkermationsl slrport ab
Lake Spenard, 2.83 miles in leunzih, with a lov bid of $195,297; the
second project was bstween Falrbanks and Gollege, with a bobal length of
5#?24‘ miles, fthe low bid helag 5389-1?131!10‘

In making detzllad designs for Aleska Eighwsy projecis, Ssctions A
and @, a number of revicions were propossd by thie affice and approved
by the Alssks Rond Commission which contemglate correciion of some
sectiong with the most deficlient slinement of the highway, which rasulted
from Army influence at the time the rosd was consirpotad. It has been
quite grotifying to incorporats these very desirable Improvements in the
work mov propoged, On Seotion A, =t approximsts Mile 139 »nd begloming
one apd one<half miles west of Johnson River hridge, Y constructing a
mile and one~hslf on new alipemsnt 1% is possible to save one mile in
distence snd eliminnte meny wery sharp snd chjectionable curvess In thisg
same sechbion the vesonstruchlon grading will be oXitonded a mile and one~-
half west to fwprove both line and grade. The lmprovemsat will haws the
affect of raising fo a satisfoctory standsrd the first 250 miles extending
southeasteorly fron Fairbanks, On Sgetion €, ab approvimete Hile 1303, the
east ppproach $o the Tennna River bridee will be improved by elimimsting
the veverseid curves st the esst approsch o this fine structuve. The
meterisl will be vsed to elinminete the dip in the grade al the eother end
of the bridge and make soms ofther miner grade corrsctions. A% approximmisly
Hile 12L5, at Gevdner (rsck, » hazsrdous sharp, horizonbsl curve =% the food
of o steey greds will bo sliminsted, with a saving of 600 fest in length of
1ine. &% ¥ile 1233, at & point looelly kuown as Sesiton's Cornpers, by
eonsbructing 3,800 fest of mew rostway, requiring omly aboui 8,000 yards
of exeavation quantities, a msving im 1,800 feet of distonce 1e made with
a2 vary subsbtential improvement in curvalure.

In the spring of 19% a snow slide ssriously damaged the super-
gstructure of the vprer orossing of Lows River in the Xeystone Canyon on
Section H of the Richardson Bighway. I% is found that, by rseonstrueting
the Toad on the opposite side of the cemyom and orcssing further upstream,
the hazard of damage from slides msy bs aveided with no additional cost of
reconstrocting the bridge in its present position and following the alinement
of the present road. The seotlon o be bulli on new slinement is 2.86 miles
in length,
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Abbreviated plans were completed in duns 1949 for the improvement of
Section O of the Ridhardsom Highway extending from Big Delta to Black Rapids
roadhouse 30 meet the originsl scheduls of plan complebion. The Road
Commisslion having revised its segquence of project construction, with the
reguld that this project baos been deferred until early 1951, we have heen
requesied Lo meke s more elaborate survey and prepars detsiled plans foz
the vork. This recuvest has besn spproved, as detedled plons will more
dlogsly define the work amd we agree such plans chould be prepared vhen
the %ims netessary for preparsiion is svailsblie.

In conupcbion with the Rosd Commissients revision of its sequenscs
of projscht construction, we are informed thet it is plamned Ho place
Section H of the Richardson Bighway, exbending from Valdez to Mile 36,
and Seciion A of the Alesks Highwoy, exbending from Big Delis to Johnsen
River, unler contract shortly a=fter the beginning of the next fiscal year.
It is further proposed to placs Section € of the Richardson Highwey wnder
contract eerly in the spring of 1951. It is pleo probable that a portion
of Secbion D, exbending north fpyom Gulkana en the Richardson Highwey, will
bs placed vnder contract for grading snd surfacing only somebdime after
July 1. Incidently, plans for Secltion D are based on surveys snd design
by the Rped Commisgion, vhile the designs for the others mentionsd have
boen prapsred by this office,

In preperadion Tor the seasonts work, conirsobors on the. bwo
projectes near Fairbsnics are vlemming to i1l thelr storage facilitiss on
the predect in advance of any possibie svplication of roed rasirictions
due to soft conditions durlnz the spring breslup periel. The contrsctors
zre plamning o commence the vorl o% z2s saxly » dsle ag possible to iszks
edvandsre of the nost favoreble consirvetion westher which often ccours
in ¥ay and June,

The study of the saov removnl project on Thompsen Pass sechion of
the Ricdherdson Bighway was nede during the month and = report will be

submitted in the nser future, Due primarily to the mild winter, Interruptions

o traffic have nol excssded two or three deys st any ons time.

Information recaived from the Territorizl Zmployment Service indicates
thet there ars 14,000 unemployed porsons registered a% this time, vhich has
given concern that should there be & large influx of workers there will mod
be sufficient Job offerinzs to zbserd the awvailsble 1sbor. Imploymend
officiels are discoursging additicns] peopls from coming %o the Territory
gt thls tims slnees the construceliion aclivities will net »sach the pesk for
36 to 60 dags.

& veview of reguiremsnuis for engineering personnsl has been completed
snd o conclugion rsached thot omiy 10 or 12 snginesring assisitents in the
655 ond GS-6 grafes nesd be reorvitel in the Shatss, nre #11 necessary lower
grate opsistents are avellsble in the Aleskn sres.





