Februayy 3, 1950

To ! Hr. A. . Qlsvk, Depuly Commissioner, Yashingten, D. C.
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IFrom 8 H, A. Stoddert, Divieion Enginser

Subjesty Bxesrpbts from Confidential Honthly Report for Januvary 1950 for
Division He, 10
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During the month of January the wasther was slmost conbinuously
fair, with temperatures ranging Irom zerc to freezine for the porition
of %the Territory bordering on the Pocifio pcean ond 0ulf of Alasks., It
is congidered notewvorthy sinee it was in such marked conbrast o the
extramely storny westhey ooourving et the same $time over the Pacilic
Herthwest siates. Alr Yvansporbaiion delnys causing cancellestion of
airmail sarvice for pericds as long as a week resulted from conditions
2t the Sesitle alrport rather than st the northern ierminnls,

*K11 econstruction projects were shubdown as of the firet of the
month but work was resumed on the EKetchilkan projeete and the force was
ild o o 40 men or mors by the end of the month. ki is hoped thet
imprevenent of progress may be nobed in the near fuburs.

Tagineering sobivities were concentrated on design for sections
of the Bichawison highway being performed for the Alesks Road Gomnission
wnder $he Hemerendum of Understondine dated August 17, 19488, It is
oxpaotad thet 211 plens for Ssoifon F will be completed by February 24.

The pertiel program for 1951 Forost Highwey funds wag prepsrved
and submitted to the Veckarn Headguarbers. The program indiuded only
ons lerge projedt on the Flecier Highwey in the vieiniiy of the Junsau
eirpord v sddition to the weusl survey =nd maintensnce setivities.
snother largs nroject on the Kenak Highvway eystem wes vnlder consideration,
bub oving $o0 the reluctancs of the Regionml Forester $o approve it for
{adiusion vntil the attitude of Congress becomesd kmown regarding additional
specisl funde for these projechs, 1% wee omidted from the program at this
$ime. 1% is, however, expected to be hondled in snother incrsment bo
the program early enough to permii comsiruction during ths comipng season,
Tha $entstive aporovel for 2 projsct on the Eensi system has been
indicated by the Territorisl Board of Boad Commissioners and slseo the
Forgat Servies. Unler present conditions it eppesrs desirable to program
vether large proJjocts to develop adequate competition, It is anticiprted
thet in another vear or two, il the funds sveilsble for the Territory
ars nel incremsed mabderially, it mey be preferrile %o provide a larger
number of smaller projecis.
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Approval of the system lsiter, which providss for inclusion of
the Tormagein Arm Project on the Alasks Torest Highwsy systom, was
obteined from representatives of the Forest Service =nd the Territorisl
Board of Road Commissioners during the month, and the system letter
docoments wers forwardsd to Veshern Headquariers for transmitbal $o
¥ashinston.

During the month Hr. D. J. Sheele, Materianls Engineer of Division
7, studied sceumulated %est data on meterials need for the large paving
projeets on bthe inferior road gystem being supervised by the Bureau of
Public Boads. Ee zlso reviewed the reports which had been preparsd on the
subject snd discussed the problem with our snginesrs znd the technigiang
with the Corps of Engineers! DMstrlct office laberstory personnel. The
stidy wae made st the request of this offilce, since thers weas indication
in previous reperts thet some progressive stripping of bituminovs materials
from ths ageragales being used was to be anticipated. It was Mr, Sisslels
opinien that sggregates were not widely differsnt from thoss successfully
uged en similar projesis on Forest Highvays in the western region and no
unuszpsl exiensive failurs difficwliy will vesmlt. Eis sugeestion will be
followed that additionsl samples bs furnished to the Washington headguarters
testing leboratory to check ths results obtained by the field laboratory.
Sazmles will be dhlpred ag scon es westher conditions permit in the spring.

A repori was prepared on the proposed rord commection from Poriage
to the port of Whitiler and discussed with staf? officers of the Alasks
srmy forees zi Anchorega., The sbudy lead to the concdlusion that only the
chzapeet Tacilidy, vwhich would include one lane roadwsys through the exist-
ing vellrond tunnels, deserves further comsiderstion. Alse if the emercensy
is cposidered %o e sufficiently ariticel by the miliisary to Justify
conshruction of the nocess road, it would require a speeizl appropristion
as nedithor army or civilian funis sppear $o be presonily aveilable for this
DPUFDOES.

During the month n canvass of the best gqualifisd iemporary enginser-
ing asgistents, employed on the construction projsets in the 1949 ssason,
rewul ted in the acespboance of offers by meveral of these men. 1% appears
that a substanbial nvmber can be rehirsd snd that the recruiting program
vhich was so oritical o year ago ¢am be solved this year by loesl hiring
or ve-spployment of the best of last yesrls employees, It will apparently
s necessary to reeruit 10 to 15 of the higher grede enginesring assistants.

Raperts have heen recesived during the month that the snov removal
operation mentionsd in the report for the month of September 1949 for the
seetion of the Richsrdson Bighway evtending north from Valdez and including
the Thempson Pass sree hes been sucecessful o date. ¥While the condi$ions
havs not been =0 savere z2s for most previous years, thers have been two or
three sborms of such severity =s %o lead to the conclusion that the eguip~
ment has sufficient capeelty o cops with the most severe conditions. The
major units arve two of the largest size truck mounted rotary plows. Bach
Mow is driven by diessl power plente of a2t lsast 400 h.p. and is mounted
on & 20-%ton truck, The rotary plows are supplemented by truck mounted WVH
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plovs and motor pairels, and brElldoszers have a2lso been used %o move thes
ascoumulated snow oul of short deep throvgh cuts. 2 renreseniotive of
thig office will make 2n inspection of the operation during the next
menth, with the inspection being timed with the westher conditicns %o
permit firet-hand observations under Qifficvl$ conditlons,

A Temort of 2 reconnsigsance survey on the Cordove to Chitinls
section of the Copper River Higlwey hes been recaived from the &lasks Rond
Commission. The roport Includes an estimate of 4 million deilors fowp
ponstruetines 2 single lene road on the pressnt reilread roule fvom Cordowa
$o Chitinda. This egtimele indivdes replacement of existing or destroyed
timber Irestiles and provision for timbar decks on the existimg stesl
through truss bridges. For construction of = 24 feot rordwsy at finlshed
grade following the railrosd greade providing single lane bridges the
sstimeted coat is $6,325,000. For construction of a twe lone road following
the veilroad grade vith 211 tresiles constructed to two lane width, bub
with one lone eon the sieel siructurs, the egtimsted cost is increamsed Ho
$9,665,000, It is understood an economic mnslyeis is %o he developed %o
support a depislon by the £loske Road Commiseion whether 4% will suppord
the proposed nroeject. It is 2leo vnderstood the project has Forest Service
support. However, 93 miles of the highuey are oubside of the Forest ares
sc the mejor shers of the construction mey become the obligablon of the
Bond Commission.

Heferring again to the Septembsy 1949 report it zpparently bhag been
degided mot to reconsiruel the sawmill at Juneaun destroyed by lire early
in September. The proveriy has besn sold nmd & much smoller mill; with
oxly sbout 20% capaeidy of the previous plant, will be instelled during
the coming congoDh.

HASsom
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To H br, L. 1. Heves, Chief, Vestern Headguariers, San Franecisco,
A8 Californis

From H, 4. Steddprt, Division Brgineer ’

Bubject: Confidentisl Monthly Beport for Janunry 1950 for

Divielion Ho, 10

During the month of Janusry the weather was zlmost continuouvsly
falyr, with lempesrsiures ranging from zero Lo freecsing for the portion
of the Territory bordering on the Pacific ocoesn and OwWif of Alssks, It
iz considerad nodevorbthy sinee it was ip such merked condrsst o the
extremely siormy vwenther cocurring st the same time over the Pacifie
Horthwest states, Ajlr tronsporitstion delays ceousing cenesllation of
sirmeil servics for pericde npg long e & weelk rasulted from eondijions
gt the Bestile airport rether than at the nerthern terminsle,

A11 sonstrucilon yrojechs wera shutdown as of the Tirst of ths
month but work was rveswmsf on the Ketohilsn projecis snd the forece was
built up o 40 men or move by the end of the menth., It is hopad thet
improvenent of progress may bs noted in the near future,

Engimsering setivities were poncentrated on desizn for sechions
of ths Richardson highway being performsd far the Alasks Road Commission
undey the Homorendum of Undersbanding dsted sugust 17, 194B. It is
erpected thet a1l plans for Section F will be completed by Februery 24,

The pertial progrsm for 1951 Fersst Highwey funde wasg prepared
snd submitied to the Western Heandouerbers, The progrsm included oy
one large project orn the Blacier Highwey in the vicinity of the Junesn
alrport in addition to the wsusl survey =nd meinbensnce activities.
Another large projest on the Tensi Highway systenm wes under considerstion,
et owing to the relucksnce of the Regionsl Porester Yo spprove it for
indiluvsion until the stiitude of Congress bsoomes kuown regarding sdditionsi
gpacisl funds for thess projecis, it was omitted from the program nt this
time, I% ig, hovever, szpected to be hondled in snother increment v
the progrem eavly enough to permii constrvetion during the coming sesson,
“he tentntive aperovel for & project on the Kened syctem has been
Lented by the Territorisl Bosrd of Rozd Comniselonsrs and slso the
Servica, Unfeor present econditioens it sppears desirable bo program
irrge projects to develop =deguebe competlition., It ie amnbicipated
ﬁh,t in enother yesr or two, i ihe Tunds sveiledle for the Terrilory
sre net incrsassd meterizlly, it msy be prefersble Lo provide a larger
number of mmsller projechsa.
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Arprovael of the sysiem letter, vhich provides for incdlusion of
the Turnagein Arm Project on the Alazske FPorest Highwsy system, was
obbained from representstives of the Forest Service snd the Territorial
Board of Rosd Commissioners during the month, zand the system letter
documents vere forwsrded o Western Headouarters for transmitisl to

Yeshinston.

Puring the month Mr. 1, J, Steele, Huterials Enginser of Division
7, studied secumulated test dabm on materisls used for the largs paving
projects on the interior road system being supervised by ths Buresn of
Public Boads., He nlse reviewed the »eports vhich had besn preparsd on the
suhjeel snd discussed the preVliem with our spazinsers smd the techniclans
with the Gorps of Zngineery? District office laborstory persomnel, The
sbudy was made at the request of this office, since there was inGloeatien
in previouns reperts that some progressive stripring of bituminous materisls
from the agegrerabes baing used wes to bs anticipated, It was ¥r, Steels's
opinion that sporegates were not widely differenat from those suscessiully
umed on similer projechs on Foreet Highweys in the western reglon and no
wmzusl extensive failurs diffiowlty will resuli. His sugpestion will be
followsd that sdditions] sesmles be furniched to the ¥ashington headguarters
testing Isboretory bo check the resulis obieinsd by the field laborelory.
Samples will be shipped =5 soon a8 weather conditions permit in the spring.

A report was prepsred on the proposed rosd comnection from Foriage
to the port of VYhittier apd discussed with steff officers of the Alaskes
army forces at Anchorsge. The siudy lead to the conclusion that only the
chespest faeility, which wonld inciude one lane rosdweys through the exist-
ing railroed tunnels, decerves further considerstion. Also if the emergency
iz censidered to b sufficisntly critieal by the militery to Justify
sonstrustion of the asovess rond, it would rsquire o specisl approprisiion
29 nelther ermy or civilian Tunds ayoear to be vresently svailabls for this
PRETPOSE,

During the month a eanvess of the begt quslifisd Somperary engineer-
ing assistents, emplayed on the comatruction projects in the 1949 sezson,
restlied in the accephenee of offers by seversl of these men. It sppoars
that a substentlsl number ¢anm be rehired snd thet the recruiting vrogrem
which was so crifical » year =250 eon e solved this ysey by locsl hiring
or re-suployment of the best of last yeartls employees. If will apparently
be netessery H0 recruld 10 to 15 of the higher grads engineering sssistants.

Repports hove been received during the month that the snow removel
operstion mentioned in the report for the month of September 1S40 for the
secticn of the Richardson Highwey exisniing noerth from ¥Y2ldex snd including
the Thompson Pass aren has been succeessful te dsis, VYheile the condilbions
have not been so severe 28 for most prevlious years, theors heve been two or
three storms of such severity 23 to lead to the conclusion that the souip-
ment has sufflcient eopscity to cope with the most ssvere conditione. Ths
major unibs zre two of the largest size truck mounted rotary plows, Zach
ylow is driven by diesel power rlants of =% lesszt 400 h.p. znd is mounted
on a 20-ton truck. The rotary plovs ars supplemented by truck mounted WV
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plovs and mobor pabrols, =nd Dulldovers heve alse been ussd to move the
seomplated soow out of ghort desp through onbe. A repressnteiive of
this office will mske an inspeection of the operation during the next
month, with the inspection being timed with the westher conditions fo
pernit first-hond observations under diffiewdt conditions.

A report of a recomnsiunssnes survey on the fordove Yo Chitiniz
section of the Copper River Highwey hus bsen received from the Aladks Road
Cosmlssion, The repord includss an estimote of 4 million dollsrs for
constructing » single lane road on the present reilrosd ronke from Cordove
to Chitinis. This estimnte incdludes replacomsnt of exlisting or destroyed
tinber trestles and provision for timber decks on the existing steel
through truss bridges. For construciion of a 2% foot rosdwsy at finished
grada following the railroad grade providing single lane bridges the
eckimsted cost is $6,325,000., For construection of a two lsme rozd folloving
the reflireed srade with 211 trestles comsiructed to two lane widih, but
with one lene on the steel structure, the sstimested coet is inersssed to
$9,665,000. It is vnderstood sn economis anslysis ie fo be developsd %o
support 2 declsion by the Alasks Rosd Commimsion whether it will suppord
the proposed project. It is 2lso undsrsiood the projsot bas Foresl Servicze
surport. However, 93 milss of the highwey sre outside of the Foresi srea
sz the mejor shore of the consiruciion moy bocome the obligstion of the
Bosd Commission.

Referring agzin to the Sepbembsy 1949 report it apparently has been
denided not to reconstruct the sswmill 2% Junesy destroyed by fire sarly
in Sepbsmber. Ths oroperiy her been celd 2nd s mucdh smedler mill, with
only shout Zﬂé eepaclty of the previous plant, will be instslled during
the coming sexnson.

Enod osuress Terretive Beport by Distried Epglineer ¥Wller
Barvebtive Report by Distried Enginesr Franch

HAS:pm



MOETELY REPORT
on
AGTIVISINS IN THE JUNBKU DISTRICT,DIVISION T5
FOR IHE MONTE OF JANUARY 1950

| The wesnther during the month of Somusry was predominently clesr
sad cpld. Hresst for a shnow storm ismedintely after New Year, conly
spezsional light snowfalle were experiehoed, but the tempersiure remain-
sd very low.particslarly in the southern porticn ef the Distriet.

in the repori for the month of December % was mentioned thet we
exvarted to hove 2 eonfersnce in the Detrist Office with reprecentutives
of Resf & Hardin,inc., sontracter for Frejeets 1-B7,073 znd 1-D6,B%, bo
discusy the peor preogrese which so for has been evidsnced on thesze nre-
Jeote. A short ceaference wup held on Jdomusry ¥ with #Br, Hartin, vhe
atnied thet he wished fo inspeet the prejecie with his Uhief Inginser,
¥r. Benzon, before enterisg inte o more complets dineussion. On Janvery
© Hr, Hartin reguecied authority, by telephons, t0 reopes the projects,
sinee the oclenr, cold weather then szperienced did met present sny 4if-
firaily in prozecuting the excavabion on these prejects, se it is prae-
sioslly JRtagaﬁhar in solid rock. Zhe projecte were, ithersfore,rsopened
dppuznyy 9. On damuary 10 Br. Bartin snd Bre, Honeop returned from
?e%eﬁikan, and & genernl flscoscion wee held on that day znd the next
eoncerning the pregress on the projects, 2nd whot could bhe done $o ineurs
completion within the contraet time, The Contractor submitted s revised
gonsiruetion schedule which appesred reasonsble 1f cufficlent additieonsl
esuipment i obizined. Ths coniractor sesmred that whsiever enuipment i
aeafed will be sent o the projests 2e the need becomes appmrent, =pd
thal every «ffert wlll be made fo speed up progress. Er, Banson exrpress.
ed some doubi 25 to the feasibility of imeresesing the progress materislly
during the month of Jenuery, bul assured thet by Februsry the men nnd eouip-
mont nesprpary to propecute the work to the full eztent would be availeble.

The general progres: durlng the meonth of Junvary 4id not improve
materially. On the weskly report for the week ending Jenuwry 28, Freject
137,63 was revorted s belng 3.9% complete, while Project 1-15,54 hed not
besn staried. Durisg the last few weeks thers heve, however, been indies-
ticne of increamsed sctivity on the contreaeter's part. The contract per-
sopnel har incressed from sbowt 16 men to M2, Sowe udditiensl scuipment,
guck ag & 500 o. ft. compreseor, hes been cbimined. During the last week



drilline wes being done in twe shifte. York wee inltiated on Jumasty
30 on Project l-D6, ¥4, upon which, herciofore, nothing hnd veen done.
Clearing 2nd grubbing on this project have, with the permission of
thie offics, beon subcontracted te Ddin Jensen Company, & legsl Eetch-
fkan firm which is well and favorably known %o this office.

In view of the apparent efforts of the contractor e increase
progress and notiviiles on these projects, it is belloved that we
shonld watch {he progress for the nert fevw weeke before zny sdditional
steps ere tzken from our side.

The other twe projects in $he Jonsau Distried, de., 7=435,E2,
Bitkof Highway, and 31.47,B2, Dougles Highway, which were ¢losed for
the winter during the month of Deeember, remziped closed for the month
of danuerg, It is not sxpected fthat elther one of thess projectes will
be spgned before April.,

On demuary 17 & survey of the dumesn - Thane Section wag begun
vy B. ¥. Bclann, Essident Englneer ip the Junesu ares. Thsre is sbout
¢hree foet of snew covering the ground st thies time. snd the survey 1s
sisc bempsred bo & grest exteni by the desp froet iz the ground apd the
ginecinted slopes. &t the end of the mopth (he survey was reporied as
being 145 eomplete, The progrese on this survey will, 4o & grsat ex-
tent, depend on the westher during ihe ne=i month.

The evld, clear wasther, with very liittle enowfall, was 2 great
advantege to the meintenance sctivities throughout the Dlsbriet. It
gzve the vericus meintenance units time snd opporiunity to remove the
show, which had previously fallen, completely off the traveled roand
rarfsee. On the wider roasde in the vicinily of Junesu it hse beern com-
vletely removed off the shoulders. %he bighyays throughout the Dietriet
are, therefore, in unususlly good condiiion for this time of year.

Turing this month we slso, for the first time, used Shunk's
Serranted Blades on both graoders snd enewplows., fLhe bladee huve so for
been uned to any srtent only ia the Junesu maintensnge aves. Our sxper-
fence with the Blades in Junesu has convinced us that they will be of
very great help in keeping the accumulated frosen =znow &nd ice on the
roadwnye down t0 n minjmum, I% is our intention %o obizinm sdditions] zup-
plies of these Blades a2nd keen then in steck for use or 8ll meintensace
nrejects.
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Dafall LainT oF GoUsBROL
BUREAU oF FUBLIC HOADS
Uivieien 10
Sewerd Distriet

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR

JANUARY 1950

TURNAGAIN ARY FRGJECTS
Jzctions C & D, B, F-1, F-2, and -3

£11 werk remains inactive. The snow abovs ¥lle 58 has not been
removed and the depth of the snow on the suwsit Ls not lmown.

Lo snow slides heve ceourred on the T-2 seetlen around Ardwood.
neavy slides in trls arew of denuary 1949 caussa the railroad consider-
ehile diffieuliy, sand the offpel such silass may have on operetion of the
nighway is not known. Siide and icing conditions in the Glipdwood area
are being carefully observed and icing is being photographically re-
corded for future reference. Uork on Section V-2 at Girdwood is expected
to bs resumad in March or Aprdl. About 247 of snpw 1s on the ground at
Clrdwood,

Seetion O ~ Indian to Fobier

The Alsewrs hallroad's contractor on this sectlon started moving
varsennel baok to thls project during the past month to start limdted
-4 &
operations on drilling coyote holes for blasting some of the larger rock
culs,

GLENR AND RICHARDSOR HIGHWAYS

A1 work remalns suspended, as previcously reported. The time
oxbension on the Rlchardson A projeet has been granted, end the time
extension on the Eichardson B project has been favorably recomuended.
The lilchardson B project is expected to be resumed in April or Yay. Vork
on the Hicherdson 4 and Glenn Highway projects will likely not be re-
sumed belore June, since the only work remaining is bituminouws paving
and seal cont,

FOREST HIGHHAY CONSTRUCTLCGE FROJECTS
A1l Forest Righway constructiocn on the Kenai Feninsula is sus-

pended, as previously reported. Some of this work is expected to be
resumed in Harch or April.



KANAI RIVAER HIGHWAY
Segtion B - Cuartz (reek Looation Survey

Fisld Plans have been submitted on the Dave's Crsek line from
#ile 38 to the Junction of the high and Jow lines east of Sopers site.
fork 1s in progress on the fleld plans for the low line through Sopers.

SEBARD HIGHWAY
Fporest Boundary te ¥ile 12 loecation Survey

Fleld Flans are practically complete and detall maps have been
submitiea for approval of a projected line through privately owned lands.
Upon approval of the lins, negotiations for right of way and use of
borrow material will be started.

Some short sections of this project are going to be guite diffieult
to construct., due to the very limited width of the canyomn that is being
followed,

tocidents on the highway north of Seward continue Lo oocur, and
oan be expected to inorease wlth the traffiec. buch of this road was con-
structed as a one way read and is far below present atandards as to wldih
and curvature, Several accidents have oscurred during the past month,
including one in which a Goverament vehlgle was involved on the section
between :ils 14 and #ile 18 whars the road is particularly narrow. At
the present time we are having warning signs made for what have proven
to be the most dangerous places on the road between Mile 14 and Hlle 18,

GENERAL

Photographs are enoleosed. As no censiruction work was perforned
during the past month, nc progrees charts are submitted,
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Fo. 506 - flose-up view of ner Bnofls rotery plow mounted
on Dekoeh truck. Jawmary, 1050.

i

By, B00 = Winter peane et Hile 52 Dewvard-Bope resd. The
$iev is narth and chows the typlesl rosd condl-
tion after the rotsry pleow hes psesed through.
danunry, 1950.



Bo. 504 - Looking east at Hile 73 nesr Hope.

Views of new SnofGo rotary snowplov in opsration widening
the road, Janwary, 1950
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He. 495 - Twenty ¥ile River bridge en Turnegain Avm Projest
Segcltion F-1l. The view is south snd shows the
revision &n the swny bracipe mafle on the scuth
end of the bridge in order to eliwmibzte damage
from lees zetion during bigh tides, Jamusry, 1950,
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