
February 3, 1950

To : Mr, A. G. Glark, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D. 6.

From 3 EH, A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subject: Excerpts from Confidential Monthly Report for January 1950 for
Division Ho. 10

During the month of Janusry the vwoather was almost gonbinuovely
fois, with temmeratures renecing from zoro to freesine for the portion
of the Territory bordering on the Pacifica ocean and Gulf of Ainrakn. Tt
is considered noteworthy since it was in such marked contrast to the
extrenely stormy werther

ooourring ¢
at the same time over the Pacific

Heortinvest states. Air transportation deloys causing cancellation of
nivmeil service for pericds as long as a week resulted from sonditions
et the Seattle alrport rather than at the northern terminals.

‘ALL construetion projects were shutdown as of the first of the
month but work was resumed on the Ketchikan yrojects and the force was
pills wu to 40 men or mora by the end of the month. 34 is hoped that
imprevenent of prograss may be neted in the near fubure.

Engineering
activities were concentrated on design for sections

of the Bichanison highway being performed for the Alaska Road Commission
ander the Memorandum of Understanding dated August 17, 1948. I6 is
expected thet ell plans for Seation F will be completed by February 24,

fhe partiel program for 1951 Forest Highway funds was prepared
heend siulmi ted to the Western Headguerters. The program inoluded only

one Lergze project on the Glacier Highwey in the vicinity of the duncan
elrport in addition to the usuel survey and maintenence activities.
Another large project on the Kenak Highway system was uniler consideration,
bub owtne to the reluctance of the Regional Forester to approve it for
4uclusion until the attitude of Congress becomes known regarding additional
gpecielfunde for these projects, 1% was omitted from the program at this
time. Tt is, however, expected to be handled in another increment to
the program early enough to permit construction during the coming season,
The tentativeeprrovel for a project on the Kenai system has been
indicatad by the Territorial Board of Road Oommissioners and siso the
Forest Service. Unier present conditions it appesrs desirable to program

rather large projects to develop adequate competition, It is anticipated
thet in another year or tyo, if the funds aveileble for the Territory
area not inereased materially, 14 mey be prefersble to provide a larger
nunber of smaller projects.
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Approvel of the system istter, which provides for inclusion of
the Turnagein Arm Project on the Alaska Forest Highway system, was
ebtained from representatives of the Forest Service ani the Territorial
Board of Read Commissioners during the month, and the system letter
documents were forwarded to Western Headquarters for transmittal to
fashington.

During the month Mr. D. Steele, Materials Engineer of Division
7, studied accumulated test deta on materials used for the Large paving
projects on the interior road system being supervised by the Bureau of
Public Reads. He also reviewed the reports which had been prepared on the
subject and discussed the problem with our engineers and the technicians
with the Corps of Engineers! District office laboratory personnel. ‘The
study was made at the request of this office, since there was indication
in previous reports thet some progressive stripping of bituminous materials
from the ageregates being used was fo be anticipated. Wt was Mr. Steele's
opinion that aggregates were not widely different from those successfully
used on similar projects on Forest Highways in the western region end no
unusual extensive failure difficulty will result. His snggeation will be
followed that additional semples be furnished to the Washington headquarters
testing Laboratory to check ths results obtained by the field laboratory.
Samples will be shipned as soon es weather conditions permit in the spring.

A report was prepared on the proposed rond commection from Portage
to the port of Whittier and disqesed with staff officers of the Alaska
army foress at Anchorege. The study lead to the conclusion that only the
cheapest facility, which would include ons lane readwayes through the exist-
ing railroad tunnels, deserves further consideration. Also #f the emergency
is considered to be sufficiently critics! by the military to justify
consfiruction of tha necess road, it would require a special appropriation
as neither army or civilian funis appear to be presently available for this
purpose.

During the month a canvass of the best quelified temporary enginser-
ing assistents, emplayed on the construction projects in the 1949 season,
resulted in the acceptance of offers by several of these men, It appears
thet a substantial number oan be rehired and that the reerviting program
which was so critical a year ago can be solved this year by local hiring
er re-employment of the best of last year's employees. It will apparently
be necessary to recruit 10 to 15 of the higher grade engineering assistants.

Reports have been received during the month that the snow removal
operation mentioned in the report for the month of September 1949 for the
section of the Richardson Highvay extending north from Valdez and including
the Thompson Pass area hea been successful te date, While the conditions
have not been so savere as for most previous years, there have been two or
three storms of such severity 2s to lead to the conclusion that the equip-
ment has sufficient capacity to cope with the most severe conditions. The
major units are two of the largest size truck mounted rotary plows, Hach
plow is driven by diess] power plants of at least 400 hep. and is mounted
on a 20-ton truck, The rotery plows are supplemented by truck mounted "Vv!
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plows and motor patrols, ani bulldesers have also been used to move the
accumtlated snow out of short deep through cuts. <A renresentetive of
this office will make an inspection of the operation during the next
month, vith the inspection being timed with the weather conditions to
permit first-hand observations under difficvlt conditions.

4 report of a reeonnaissance survey on the Cordove to Chitinia
section of the Copper River Highvwey has been reeeived from the Alaske Bond
Commission. The report includes an estimate of 4 million dellars for
constructing a single lene road on the present railread reute from Cordova
to Chitinia, This estimate indludes replacement of existing or destroyed
timher trestles and provision for timber decks on the existiag steal
through truss bridges. For construction of a 24 foot roadway at finished
grade following the railroad grade providing single lane bridges tha
estimeted cost 4a 86,325,000. Por construction of a two lene read following
the vailroad grade with all trestles constructed to two lane width, but
with one lane on the steel structure, the estimated cost is increased to
$0,655,000. It is unflerstood an economic anslysis is to he developed to
supports a dseision by the Alaaim Road Commission whether 4% will support
the proposed project. It is also understood the project has Forest Service
support. However, 93 miles of the highway are ovtside of the Forest area
se the mejor shers of the canstruction msy become the obligation of the
Rond Commission.

,

Referring again to the September 1949 report it evparently hes been
decided not to reconstruct the savmlil at Juneau destrayed by fire serly
in September. The property has been sold and a moch smaller mill, with
only about 20% capacity of the previous plant, will be installed during
the coming seasons

HAS: om
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Po : Dr. L. I. Hewes, Chief, Western Headquarters, San Francisco,
HAS

Celifornisa
From H, A. Stoddart, Division Engineer a

Subjects Confidentis] Monthiy Report for dJanunry1950 for
Division No. 16

During the month of Janusry the weather was slmost continuously

rely
with temperatures ranging from zero to freesing for the portion

the Ferritory bordering on the Pacific ocean and Quif of Alaska. 1%
te considered noteworthy since 14 was in such marked contrast to the
extremely stormy weather eceurring at the anme time over the Pacific
Horthwest states, Air transportetion delays causing oanealletion of
airmail services for perisds as Long ee a week vasvlted from conditions
at the Seattle airport rather than at the northern terminsis,

All conetraction prejects were shutdown as of the first of the
mnenth but work was resumed on the Eetchtiken projects and the forse was
built uw te 40 men or more by the end of the menth. It is hoped that
improvement ef progress may be noted in the near fubure,

Bnginsering activities were concentrated on design for sections
of the Richardson highwey being performed far the Alaska Road Commission
under the Memorandum of Understanding deted august 17, 1948. It is
expected thet all plens for SectionF will be completed by February 24,

The partial progrem for 1951 Ferest Highway funds was prepared
and submitted to the Western Headquarters. fhe program included only
one latge project on the Glacier Hiphvey in the vicinity of the Junean
sirpert in addition to the usual survey and maintenence activities.
Another Large project on the Eenei Highway system wes under congsideretion,
but owing to the reluctance of the Regions] Forester to epprove 14 for
indlusion until the attitude ef Congress becomes known regarding additions)
specie] funde for these projects, it vas omitted from the program at this
tims. It is, however, expected to be handled in another increment to
the progrem garly enough to permit construction during the coming season.
fhe tentative epyprovel fer a project on the Kenei system has been
indioated by the Perriteoriel Board of Rozd Commissioners and else the
Forest Services, Under present conditions 1% appears desirable to program
rather Lerge projects to develop eadeauete competitien. It is anticipated
thet im another year or two, if the funds eveilebdle for the Territory
are net incrensed materially, it may be prefereble to provide a larger
number of smaller projects.
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Acprovel of the system letter, which provides for inclusion of
the Turnagein Arm Project on the Alaske Forest Highvey system, was
obtained from representatives of the Forest Servica and the Territorial
Board of Read Gommissioners during the month, and the system letter
documents were forwarded to Western Headouarters for trensmitiel te
¥Yashington.

During the month Mr. 2, d. Steale, Hsterials Enginser of Division
?, studied sceumulated test data on materials used for the large paving
projects on the interior road system teing supervised by the Surean of
Publie Rosds. He also reviewed the reports which had been prepared on the
subject end discussed the prablem with our engineers and the techniclens

Thewith the Gerps of Engineers! District office laberatery personnel.
atudy was made at the request of this office, since there was indication
in previous reperts that some progressive stripping of bituminous mnterials

it was Hr, Steele'sfrom the agerezates being used was te be anticipated,
epinion that agcregates were not widely different from those successfully
uned on similer projects on Forest Highways in the western region and no
umistsl extensive failure difficulty will tesvlt. Hie sugeestion will be
followed that additions] samples be furnished to the Washington headquarters
teating leboratery to check the restilis chteined by the field laboratary.
Semples will be shipped as soon as weather cenditions permit in the spring.

A Zepert was prepared on the proposed road connection from Portage
to the port of Whittier and discussed with steff officers of the Alaska
eray forces ab Anchorage. The gtudy lead to the conelusion thet only the
cheapest facility, which would include one lane resdweys through the erist-
ing raiiread tunnels, deserves further consideration. Also if the emergency
ie considered to be sufficiently critical by the military to justify
construction of the access road, if would require a special approprietion
ag neithar aray er civilien funds appear te be presently aveileble for this
PUrpo sd.

During the month a canvess of the best quslified temporary engineer-
ing assistents, empleyed on the construction projects in the 1949 sazson,
resulted in the accephence of offers by several of these men. it appears
thet a substantial number can be rehired and thet the recruiting progran
whith was se criticel a year ago can be solved this year by lees] hiring
or re-employment of the best of last year's employees. It will aprarentiy
be netesenry to reerult 10 to 15 of the higher grade engineering assistants.

Reports heve been received during the month thet the snow remevel
operstion mentioned in the report for the month of September 1949 for the
section of the Richardson Highvey extending north from VYeldez and including
the Thompson Pass area has been successful te date, While the conditions
have not been so severe es for most previous years, there have veen tro or
three storms of such severity as to lead to the conclusion that the eaquip-

Thement hes aufficient capecity to cope with the most severe conditions,
major unite sre tvo of tha largest size truck mounted rotary plows. ch
Plow is driven hy diesel power plants of at least 400 hap. and is mounted
ona 20-ton truck. fhe rotary plows are supplemented by truck mounted *¥*
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plows and motor patrols, and bulldozers heve alse been used to move the
acoumlated snow out of short deep through cots. A representative of
this office will make an inspection of the operation during the next
month, with the inspection being timed with the wesether conditions to
permit first-hand observations under diffiewt conditions.

A report of a reconmmsissence survey on the Cordova to Chitinia
section of the Gopper Hiver Highway has been received from the Alaska Road
Commission, The report inciudes an estimate of 4 million deliers for
constructing a single lane read on the present reilrosd ronte from Cordova
to Thitinia. This estimate includes replacement of existing or destroyed
tinher trestles and provigion for timber decks on the existing steel
through truss bridges. For construction of a 24 foot roadway at finished
grade following the railroad grade providing single lane bridges the
estimeted cost is $6,325,000. For construction of a two Lanse road following
the reilroad grede with ell trestles constructed to two lane width, but
with one lene on the steel structure, the sstimated cost is imersased te
$9,665,000. 24 is understood an economic anslysis is to be developed to
augport a decision by the Alasike Road Commiresion whether 14 will support
the proposed project. It is also understeod the project bas Porest Service
simport. However, 93 miles of the highway are outside of the Forest area
go the major ghare of the construction may become the obligetion of the
Bozd Commission.

Referring agin to the September 1949 report i4 spparexntly hes been
decided not to reconstruct the sswmill at Juneau destroyed by fire sarly
in September. The property hes bean sold and a much emeller mill, with
only sbout 20% capacity of the previous plent, will be instslled during
the coming season.

Enclosures: Narretive Report by Mstrict Engineer Yyller
Harretive Report by District Engineer French

HAS: pm



MOHTELY REPORT
On

ACTIVIGIES IN THE JUNZAU DISTRICT, DIVISION LEE
FOR THE MOBTE OF JARUARY 1950

'

fhe weather during the month of Samunry vee prademinently ¢)ear
amd cold, scent for a anew sterm ismedictely after Nee Year, only
ecezsicnal light snowfalle were experienced, bub the temperature remain-
ed very low,pertieularly in the southern portion of the District.

in the report for the month of December it was mentioned thet we
exrperted to have a conference in the District Office with representatives
of Reed & Martin,inc., aentracter for Fre jecte 1-37,03 snd 1-06,84, te
diseases the peor nrogress which so fsr has been evidenced on these pre-
jeete. A short cenference vas held on January & with Hr, Martin, whe
ebated thet he wished to inspect the prejects with his Chief Engineer,
ir, Henson, before entering inte a more complete diseuasion. On January

Mr. Hartin requested authority, by telephones, te reapen the projects,
ainee the slesr, cold wenther then experienced did net present any aif-
fioulty in prosecuting the excavation on these prejects, es it is prac-
tieslly sltegether in solid reck. The projects were, therefore, recpened
dapunry 9. On damusry 16 Hr. Martin and Hr. Haneon returned fram
Ketehikan, end &@ general discussion wee held on that day and the next
eoncerning the pregress on the projects, and what could tbe dene te insurs
sempletion within the contract time. The Ceontracter submitted a revised
eonstruetion schedule whieh appesred reasonable if sufficient additional
equipment is obtained. The contractor seewred thet whstever envipment is
neeied will be sent to the projects as the need becomes apparent, and
thet every effert will be made to speed up progress. Mr, Henson ezprese-
ed some doubt es to the fescibility of increseing the progress materially
éuring the month of Janusry, but assured that by Februsry the men and esquip-
ment necessary to prozeente the work to the full extent would be avaiisbdie.

fhe general progress during the month ef Jenuary did net imrove
materially. On the weekly report for the week ending Jenuary 28, Fro jeet
1-37,63 was reported es being 3.9% complete, while Freject 1-D$,74 hed not
been started. During the last few weeks there heve, however, been indies-
tienes of increased activity on the contracter's part. ‘The contract per-
sonnel bar increased from about 14 men to #2. Some additional eauipment,
such as a 506 c. ft. compressor, hes been obtained. During the last week
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drilline was being done in two shifte. Work wee initiated en January
30 on Project 1<D6,%u, upon which, heretofore, nothing had been done.
Clearing and geraubbing on this project have, with the permission of
this office, been subcontracted te Odin Jensen Company, & Leoal Retab-
tkean firm which is well and fevorably known to this office.

In view of the anparent efferts of the contractor te increage
progress and activities on these prejects, it is believed that we
should watch the progress for the next few weeke before any additions)
steps are taken from our side.

fhe other two prejecte in the Juneau District, ie., 7=-A5,82,
Nitkef Highway, and 31-A7,B2, Devugles Hignway, which were closed for
the winter during the month of December, remained closed for the month
ef danuery. It is not expected that either one of these projects will
be opened before April.

On danuary 17 © survey of the duneau - Thane Section was begun
vy EH. ¥. HeCann, Resident Engineer in the Juneau area. Tiere ia about
three fect of snow covering the ground at thie time, and the survey is
alee hampered te a great extent by the deep frect in the grovnd and the
fiacinted slopes. &t the end cf the month the survey was reported as
being 14% complete, fhe progress on this survey will, to a e7eat ex.
tent, depend on the westher during the next month.

fhe eold, slear:weather, with very little enowfall, wasn a great
advantage to the milntenance activities throughout the Dietrict. It
geve the variour maintenance nnits time and opportunity to remove the
enow, whieh had previously fallen, completely off the treveled road
sarfare. On the wider roade in the vicinity of Junesn it has been com.
pletely removed off the choviders. fhe highvays thronghett the Metrict
are, therefore, in unuruelly good condition fer this time of year.

During this month we else, for the firet time, weed Shunk!
Serrated Blades on both geroders and snewplows. fhe blades have so far
been used to any extent only in the Juneau maintenance aren. Gur exper-
dence with the Blades in dunenn hes convinced ve that they will be ef
very great help in keeping the accumuleted frogen snow and ice on the
roadways down to a minimum is our intention te obtain additienel sap-
plies of these blades and keep them in steck for use on 211 meintenance
pre jects.

Cae.i
WES a Cc, F, WELLER

Februsry 3, 1950 Oae“ey 9 Diletrict Enginecr
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DSPrARIGEN'T GF GOUMERCE
BUREAU OF FUBLIC ROADS

vivision 10
Seward District

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR

JANUARY 1950

TURNAGAIN Ahk PROJECTS

cactions G6 &D, E, F+l, F-2, and F-3

§ll werk remains inactive. The snow above Bile 58 has not been
removed and the depth of the snow on the summit is not known.

bo snow slides heve cecurred on the F-2 suecvier around Girdwood.
heavy slides in tris arex of vanuary 1949 causeu the railroad consider-
able Gifficulty, and the effect such siides may have on operation of the
highway is not known. Slide and icing conditions in the Girdwood area
are being oarefuliy observed and ising is being photographically re-
corded for future reference, York on Section P-2 at Girdweed ls expected
to be resumed in March or April. About 24" of snpw is on the ground at
Gardwoud.

Section G + inddan to bkotter

The flacna Rellroad's contractor on this section started moving
personnel back to this project during the past month te start Limited
operations on drilling coyete holes for blasting sone of the larger rock
cubs,

GLENN AND RICHARDSON HIGHRAYS

Ail work remains suspended, as previously reported. The time
extension on the Richardson A project has been granted, and the time
extension on the Eichardson B project has been favorably recomuended,
the Richardson B project is expected to be resumed in April or May. Work
on the Hichardsen 4 and Glenn Highway projects will likely not be re-
sumed before June, since the only work remaining is bituminous paving
and seal coat.

FOREST HIGHHAY CONSTRUGTIGN FROQJECTS

All Forest Uighway construction on the Kenai Feninsula is sus-
pended, as previously reported. Some of this work is expected to be
resumed in March or April.



KGNAI RIVER HIGHWAY

Section B - Quartz Creek Location Survey

Field Plans have been submitted on the Dave's Greek line from
wile 38 to the junction of the high and low lines east of Sopers site.
ork is in progress on the field plans for the low line through Sopers.

SEVARD HIGHWAY

Forest Boundary to Nile 12 Location Survey

Field Flans are practically complete and detail maps have been
submitted for approval of a projected line through privately owned lands.
Upon approval of the line, negotiations for right of way and use of
borrow material will be started.

Some short sections of this project are going to be quite diffioult
to construct, due to the very limited width of the canyon that is being
followed,

Aceidents on the highway north of Seward continue to oceur, and
oan be expected to increase with the traffic. Much of this road was con-
atructed as a ons way read and is far below present standards as to width
and curvature, Several accidents have occurred during the past month,
ineluding one in which a Government vehicle was involved on the section
between Hile 14, and Hile 18 where the road is particularly narrow. At
the present time we are having warning signs made for what have proven
to be the most dangerous places on the road between Mile 14 and 18.

GENERAL

Photographs are enclesed. Aa no construction work was performed
during the past month, no progress charts are submitted.



Be. 506 - Olese-up view of ner Snofle retary plow mounted
on Oskeeh truck. damaary, 1950.

as
Bo. 500 - Winter scene et Hile 52 Sevarde-Hope road. The

Piew is north and shows the typicel rord conéi-
tion efter the rotary plew hes pasted through.
dantery, 1950.
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Bo. 50% ~ Looking east at Mile 73 necr Hope.

Views of new SnoGe rotary snowplow in operetion widening
the reed, January, 1950.
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Ho. 495 - fventy Mlle River bridge on Tornagain Ata Project
Section F-1, The view is south and shows the
revision {n the eway bracing made on the south
and ef the bridge in order to eliminate damage
from ice ection during high tides. January, 1950.




