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Kerch 2, 195)

To 3 Dr, L. I. Hewes, Ohief, Western Headquarters, San Francisce

From HK, A. Stoddart, Division Bngineor

Subjects Oonfidentiel Honthly Report for Pebruary 1950 for
Division Ho. 10

Lete in the month the weather moderated and with rising
tenpergtures snow is rapidiy disappearing et Lower elevetione in
Southerstern Alaske, and indiestions are piven that the spring
season Will not be so retarded as was the case a year ago,

The Keichiken project being the only one now active, the
nore fsvorable weather has had oo affect on progress in the field.
sineering activities on Forest Highway projects are presasntly

limited to a single loestion survey from dunenv to Tanne, and of fiae
Gesign for several projects involved in the pulp mill program.

During the winter Governor Gruening hes initiated s movement
to effest the eliminetion of ferest reserve arens adjecant to the
cities of Junesu, Petersburg, Wrangell, Ketchikan, end Sitka. His
plan aposers to contemplate withdrawing a strip of from « mile to
two miles in width parelleling the principal Forest Highways in the
ares, The ostensible purpese ef the propossl is te permit more rapid
settlement of the most eceessible sreas by settlement under private
ovnership. To gain support of the prepesel it hee been sugeested
thet lerger appropriations fer highway construction could be obteined
through the Department of the Interior, which would be permitted te
constrnet ronds when the areas were transferred into the oublic domsin,
This argunent dees not apnsar to be partinent since there ssems to be
no legel obstacles under the existing arrangement. It is indicated that
the Forest Service is not strongly opposed es its reaction is that
penefits, which would accrue to thet organization, would include
reduced cost and effort in administration of forest areas now occupied
as home sites of various typss. They also note that the burden of
maintenance of the Forest Highways might be shifted to other organiza-
tions, permitting more emphasis on construction in the future, It is
not cleer thet important changes would resul4 to the Public Roads!
sctivities in the area but it appears possible that our program might
be very definitely effected.
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It has bean previously noted thet the Community Pacilities
Service's local office has been reactiveted to administer a program
ef Public Works in Alaske, The program includes public tildings,
schools, sewers, rozds and streets, bridges, et cetera. A requast
hes been received from the District Angineer, Mr. dohn D. Argetsinger,
for assistence in reviewing plans of previously designed projects and
assistance in supervision of construction projects invelving street
improvements end pevements. The importance of th& work inyelved will
be appreciated when it is borne in mind that the plans were originally
made as a portion of the Public Works planning program which wees based
on the assumption that the sponsors would administer the contracts,
Under the present program the Community Facilities Service is required
to administer the construction under government contrects and with the
direct responsibility resulting, is quite anxious to have the design
and specificstions conformto usual government practice. It has heen
indiceted to Nr. Argetsinger that Public Reais is in a position te
render the typs of engineering assistence required, buy} there are some
avestions of scope of the work and responsibility te be assumed which
must be resolved before a memorandum of understending covering the
work can be drafted.

During the last month the geners] contractors eperating in
Alaska have been negotiating with aber unions for wage rates to be
indluded in the labor agreement which will gevern for the coming yeer.
The principal objective of the contractors hag been to eliminate as
many of the fringe benefits previously granted as possible, te be offset
by equivalentwage increases. Information has been received that an
agreement has been reached by providing a 57¢ an hour across the board
wage incresse with an increase in subsistence charges to the men from
$1.50 to $5.75. The existing agreement providing a $5.75 cost per day
for subsistence on army projects controls the new charge for that
expense. It is understood that plumbers and electrics] workers unions
have sought a more Liberal wage scaie, but the 4.6.6, is hopeful thet
these unions will fell in line.

On February 20 plans, specifications, end estimate were completed
for SectionF of the Richardson Highwey, extending from Poneinsa to
Gulkane, end forwarded to the Alaska Read Commission. On the seme day
the Roed Sommissicn advertised the project, with bids to be opened in
Junesu on March 20, They had previously advertised for bids on sections
of read exteniing from Fairbanks te Collsge and from Anchorage to the
vicinity of Spensrd Lake. Fids fer these twe projects will be opened a
day or two in advance of the Richardson Highway project.

The design for Section H of the Richardson Eighvey, extending
from Valdez to Mile 36, is in progress and is expected to be completed
late in April. Designs are also in progress for same short relocetion
proposed on Sections A and C of the Alaska Highway. As previously noted,
4% is planned to defer fine] selection of surface type on these two

eections until the behavior of Section B can be observed during the
coming spring breekup period.
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The Rosd Commission bas avarded the contract to the Standard
641 Gompeny of California to furnish aporoximetesly 120,000 barrels
of bituminous materials at the bank farms at Valdez and Anchorage
for use in road construction during the coming year. The low bid
unit price for RC-3 was $16.92 per ton and for NO-2 was $16.42 ner
ton, f.0.b, tanks, a very substantial reduction unéer last year's
unit prices for these materials of $23.60 and $23.10 per ton,
respectively. The quantity involved is about the seme as was purch-
eased last year,

Recently the Secretary of the Interior avarded to Ike P. Beylor,
who has been Chief Enginserof the ALaska Road Commission for meny
Years, the avard for distinguished service, Also awerded, posthumously,
the same avard to Hawley Sterling fer meny years Nr. Taylor's assistant
vith the Roed Commission.

Dus to the mild weather prevailing throughout the month, an
inspection end study of snew removal on the Thompson Pass section of
the Richardson Hiphvay wes not meade, ss 14 was thoucht thet such an
inepection should be made during storm conditions. With the appraach
of spring it has beon decided to make the inspection early in Merch
ae there appears te be no advantege gained by waiting any longer.

Notice has been received thet Mr. ¥. K. Boyd hes accepted the
offer tendered him to transfer to the Public Roads from the Gorps of
Bngineers, for assignment as Materis).s Engineer in this Division.

Abtechments: Nerrative Report by District Engineer Wylier
Narrative Report by District Engineer French

HAS: pm



MONTHLY REPORT
OF

ACTIVITIES IX PHE JUNEAU DISTRICT, DIVISION Tax
FOR THE MONTE OF FEBRUARY 1950

A definite change in the westher from the month of danuory
vag noted during the current month, particularly in the Eetchikan
area. Snowfall from February 3rd te 6th «it Ketchikan was reported
et 49 inches and sdditionsl snowfell occurred several times during
the veriod up $o the 18th of the month, During this period the
FED Truck with mounted snowplow broke down and snow remove] vork
since then hes been limited to two motor patrols, As a result it
hag not been possibdle to widen the reads nor to completely remove
snow from the rondbsd cheulders. Al] reads wers, however, kept
epen, although not to the degree ususlly maintained, During the
last week enother decided change in weether has occurred in Retch-
Sken, with considerable rainfell, and the frost is beginning te
leeve the ground end a few soft spots heve developed.

Additions] snowfall also cecurred at Yrengell and Petersburg
during the month, although the total snowfell has been considerably
below thet of last year. Snowplowing eouipment ai Wrengell and
Petersburg has operntad satisfactorily until lact week, at which
time a pisten in the notor of the rotoblade at Petersburg broke, No
additional damage occurred to the motor, however, and the unit is
expected to be back in operation within the next few days. Roads
are reported as in good condition for this period of the year.

No excessive amounts of snowfall occurred in thes duneau area
during the month, and ali highways have been kept in good condition,
with snow and ice completely removed from the travelled portions of
the rosadbeds, except for short periods of time. Considerable thawing
has cemurrad during the past wesk, and 1t is anticipated that blading
of graveled surface will be required in the coming week,

Snowfell has continued to be lighter than normel in the Coniova
eres, and no blockage of reads has been reported. The new rotary
snovpLov has continuad to operate satisfactorily. The Foreman at Cor-
deve hes reported excellent results from the use of Shunk Sawtooth
Grader Blades, with the result that practically no sanding has been
quired.



Conetruction pregress on Prejects 1-B7,63 and 1.05,74 at Ketch-
iken continues to be very slow. Right-of-Way clearing. advance drili-
ing and shooting and some exeavetion have proceeded despite the heavy
gshowfall, with the result that Project 1-27,63 is reported ss 12.858
complete ae of this date. Practically ne additional work was pecon~
pliehed on Project 1-16,E4, The subcontractor on clenring the Right-
of.Way had § er 6 men at work for a few days the first of the month.
This work was halted during the heavy snowfall and gpparently hee not
been resumed. The Froject is reported 2s .003% complete as of this
dkia.

Rewident Engineer Hewes reporte that the contractor hae advised
him by long distance telephone that the present Superintendent, Grade
Feremen and the Office Henager on there projects will be removed on
Harsch first, and thet a Superintendent with seme 15 years highway een-
struction experience will be placed in charge on that date. Contract-
or eupervyision on these prejects has been entirely vneatisfactory to
both the Resident Engineer and thie office. It is, therefore, hoped |

that thie change in supervision will materially ineresse the construc-
tion progress and improve the methods and quality of the work.

Werk on Projects 3l<-A47,B2, Bouglas Highway and 7-A5,Bz, Mitkof
Highway, continues suspended during the winter,

Progress on the Jubemu - Thane Section of the Glacier Highway
has continued te be slow during the month because of adverse weather
conditions. The extremely cold weather, with several deys of Taku
Winds, was not suitable for work of thie nature and, in addition, large
amounte of ice and freren snow on the shoulders and cutslopes deterred
the work, As of this date the survey is reported as 52) complete. It
ie anticipated that 14% can be completed with appreximately two weeks of
favorable weather.

€. F. WELLER
District Engineer

by: Wm. A. Hood
Righway Engineermi ow
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DEPARTNENT OF GOMMEROE
BULEAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Mivision 10
Seward District

HARRATIVE HEPORF FOR

FEBRUARY 1950

FORNAGALTE ARH PROJECTS

All work on Sactions C&D, EB, Fel, and F-2 remains inactive as pre-
viously reported, The Alaska Railroad's contractor hss been driving coyote
holes for shooting some of the larger rock ante,

GLENN AND RIOHARDSON HIGHWAYS

All work remains inactive as previouely revorted. Extensions of time
have been granted on both of the Richardson Highway projects, Work will
probably be resumed on the B section late im April or early in Nay. Work on
the A section probably will be resumed early in dune. Work on the Glenn High-
way will probably be resumed in May.

FOREST HIGHWAY OORSTHOCTION PROJECT

411 Forest Highway construction on the Eenai Feninsule remains suependei.
Bue to the condition of the old Kensi River Bridge at Coopers Landing it was
necessery to open the new bridge end road on February 22, The condition of the
nev road in its present frozen condition is satisfactory, tut it may be necescary
to clote it in the spring when frost comes out of the ground,

EZEAI RIVER HIGHWAT
Section Quarts Greek Loerntion Survey

Field plans have been submitted on the Dave's Greek line and the lov
line down Quartz Oreek by S5opers to the cast end of the Kenai River Bridge
project. Work is in progress on the dohns Creek line and the high line thet
goes through the pass above Sopers,

SESARD HIGHWAY
Fores$ Boundary te Hile 12 Location Survey

Field plans are complete except some right-ofeway plats. The part of
this line thst occupies part of the Aleska Railroad right-of-way has been
submitted to the General Manager of the Railroad for approval. Right-of~way
where the new line departe from the o14 road is being acquired.

Snow fall is fer below normel on the EFeneai Peninsula for this time of
year, The depth of snow at various locations follows: Seward 12", Mile 12, 36%;
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Mile 42 to 50, 45"; Ceopers Landing, 15*. ‘The road is all coversd with hard
packed enow and chains are needed for safe travel, Minor accidents on the more
narrow sections are common,

Dering the past month a new 6 BP horizontal boiler has been put into
service for thawing frozen culverts. This equipment bas worked very well during
the rather limited use made of it to date. A picture is enclosed which shows the
boiler mounted on a truck before a shelter was constracted over the boiler.
Storage ie provided for beth coal and water within the shelter built on the truck,

Photographs are enclosed, As no constroetion work was active during the
month progress charts are not included.

The photographs submitted show ice breakers which were constructed upstream
from the Ganyon Oreek bridge foundations on Turnagain Arm Section C. A heavy
flow of ice in Ganyon Creok in December 1949 indicated a necessity for greater
protection for the tower footings than was afforded by the single concrete pedestals
which were designed ond constructed under each tower leg.



Seward Division Maintenance

He, 565 View of 6 H.P. horizontal boiler mounted on track.
Boiler is used for thawing culverts. A shelter was

. later constructed over the boiler and water and
o6al storage provided inside the shelter.



No. 571 Turnagain Arm Section 6. Side view of concrete ice breaker
at Ganyon Greek Bridge. Pedestal in background is protested
by rock bank and ne ise breaker was required,
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Ho. 572 Purnagain Arm Section 6, End view
from upetream of concrete ice bresker at
Canyon Creek Bridge.
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Bo. 575 Turnagain Arm Section 6. View of Ganyon Greek bridge from
upetrean. Shows concrete ice breaker upntrean from center
tower leg footing. 61d Forest Service bridge may be seen
in the background,



March 3, 1950

To 3 Mr. A. G. Qlark, Denuty Commissioner, Weshingten, D, C.

Front H. A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subject: Excerpts from Confidential Monthly Report for February 1950 for
Division Ho, 10

During the last month the general contractors operating in Alaska
have been negotiating with labor unions for wage rates to be included in
the lebor agreement which will gevern for the coming year. The principal
objective of the contractors has bean to eliminete as many of the fringe
benefits praviously granted as possible, to be offset by equivelent wage
increases, Information has been received that an agreement has been
reached by providing e 57¢ an hour across the board wage inerense with an
inereese in subsistence charges to the mon from $1.50 to $5.75. ‘The exist-
ing agreement providing a $5.75 cost per day for subsistence on army projects
eontrols the new charge for that expense. It is understood that plumbers
and 6lectricel workers unions have sought a more liberal wage scale, but the
A.G.0. is hopeful that these unions will fall in lins,

On Februsry 20 plans, specificstions, and estimate were completed far
Section F of the Richardson Highway, extending from Tonsina te G@ulkana, and
forverded to the Alaska Road Commission. On the same dey the Road Commission
advertised the project, with bids to bs opened in Juneau on March 20. They
had previously advertised for bids on sections of road extending from Fairbanks
to Goliegze and from AnGghorage to the vicinity of Spenmard Lake, Bide for these
two projects will be opened a day or two in advance of the Richardson Highway
praject.

The design for Section EH of the Richardsen Highwey, extending fron
Valdez to Mile 36, is in progress and is expected to be completed late in
April, Designs are also in progress for some short reloantion proposed on
Sections A and ¢ of the Alaske Highway, As previously noted, it is plannad
to defer final selection of surface type on these two sections until the
behavior of Section B oan be observed during the coming spring breakup period.

The Read Commission has awarded the contract to the Standard 047
Gomeny of Celifornie to furnish approximately 120,000 barrels of bituminous
materinls at the tenk farms at Valdez and Anchorake for uso in road constr-
uetion during the coming year, The low bid unit price for RG«3 was $16.92
per ton end for KO-2 was $16.42 per ton, f-0.d,. tanks, a very substantiel
reduction under last year's unit prices for these meteriels of $23.60 and
$23.10 per ton, respectively. The quantity involved is about the same as
was purchased last year.
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Recently the Secretery of the Interior swaried te Ike PF. fsylor,
who has been Chief Engineer of the Aleske Road Commission for many years,
the award for distinguished servics, Also avarded, posthumously, the same
avard to Hawley Sterling for many years Mr, Taylor's assistant with the
Road Commission.

Due to the mild weather prevailing throughout the month, an Inspection
and study of snow removal on the Thompson Pass section of the Richardson
Highway was not made, as it was thought that such an ingpection should be
made during storm conditions. With the approach of spring it has been
decided to mske the inspection early in March as there appears te be no
adventage geined by waiting any longer.

Rotice has been received that Mr. W. K. Boyd has accepted the offer
tendered him to transfer to the Public Roads from the Corps of Engincers,
for ascignment as Materials Engincer in this Division,

HAS:pm




