TPo 1 Dr, L, 1. Howes, Ohief, VWestern Headguarters, Son Pranoiaco

Fromg H. A. Btoeddert, Divislon Enginesr
Subject: Gonfidenticl Honthly Report for Februsry 1950 for

Division Ho, 10

Lete in the month ths westher moderated nnd with rising
temperztures snovw is rapidiy dissppearing zit lower elevetions in
Gouthesstern Alaske, and indiestions are piven thot the spring
seagon will nod be a0 reterded s wes the erge m year ago,

The Zetchiken projeact being the only oms nov achive, the
nore fevorabvle westhar has had ne affsct on progrees in the field.
Ingineering scbivities on Forest Highway prejecis sre pressanily
Limited %o 2 single loeabion swurvey from Jupesy to Thone, and offios
design for seversl projechts involved in ths pulp mill progranm.

During the winiter Governor Gruening has initialed & movemend
30 effect the elinminetieon of Terest reserve arems afjscant o the
cities of Junesn, Pelersburg, Yrancell, Kelchiken, znd B8itks. His
plas sposerg o conbemplede withdrawing p sirip of from & mile to
two miles in width parsllelins the prineivsl Foreet Highweys in the
ares. Yhe ostensible purposs of the provossl is to permit more rapid
sebflement of the most socegsibie srass by settlenent tnder privete
oymereship. To gein swport of the prepesyl it hse been suggested
thet lerger sppropriations fer highway sonstruciion could be obieined
throuzh the Dapartment of the Interior, vwhich would be permitted to
canastrnet ropds vwhen the ayrees were transferrved inbe the public domein,
This argument does not apoeer to be paritinent sinee there ssams to be
no legsl obstacle under the existing arrenzement. It is indlcpied thei
the Forest Ssrvice is not strongly opposed se its ranclion is that
herefits, vhich would acorus to that organization, would induds
rotuced cost and effort in sdminlstretion of forest aress nov cocupied
as home gites of various types. They slso note thst the burden of
mzintensnee of the Forest Highweys might be shifted to cther organize-
tiona, permitting more emphesis on construchtion in the febure. 11 is
“net dlesr thet important chenges wowld rosult to the Public Roads!
setivities in the sree but it spoears possible that our vrogram might
be very definitely effecthed,




Dr. 1., 1. Heves -2 Brarch 2, 1950

It has bean previously noted thet the Community Facilities
Servicets local office has Dbeen resctiveted Y0 sdminisber a progrem
of Public Works in Alasks. The program inciudes public tuildings,
schools, severs, roads aznd streets, bridges, st cetera. A request
has been recelived frem the District Znginesr, Hr. Jdohn D. Argetsinger,
for assistence in revieving plans of previously designed vrojects =nd
assistence in supervisiom of construction projeets involving strest
iwprovements ond pevemenis. The importance of this work invelvad will
be apprecisted when 1t is borne in mind that the plens were origimally
made a8 a portion of the Publioc Vorks planning program which was baged
on the pasumption that the sponsoers would sdminister the contracts,
Under the present program the Community Facilities Service is required
to adminisher the consbtruction vnder govermment condrects and with the
direct recponsibility resuliing, is quits anxions to have the design
and gpeecificztions conform to wsunl government precties. It hes been
indicrtsd to Nr. Argetsinger thei Publie Roads is in a position o
reminr the typs of engineering sssistrnee required, buf thers sre some
cusstions of scope of the work =nd responelbility to be assvmed which
mist be resolved bvefore s memorandum of understending epvering the
workK ezn be drafted.

Durinz the 1=at monih the genersl contraciors operabting in
Alpska have been negobiating with Laber unions for wege rates To be
inguded in the labor agreement vhich will gevern for the coming yeer,
The principsl objective of the counbractors hes been to aliminnde =5
many of the fringe benefits previously granted as possible, o be ofiset
by souivalend wege incresses. Information has been rsesived that an
egraemant has been roached by providing a 57¢ an hour across the board
wage incresse with an increasse in subsistence charges to the men from
£1.50 to $5.75. The exisbing sgreement providing 2 $5.75 cost per day
for subsiestence on army projects contrals the nsw charge for thail
expanse. It 1s understood thet plumbers and eleciries] workars unions
have sought = more liberel wage seals, but the A.5,0. is hopsful thad
these uniong will £2l11 in line,

On February 20 plans, specifiostions, and eskimete vere complebed
for Section F of the Richardson Bighwey, extending from Tonsins o
Sulkane, and forwarded to the Alacks Roed Commission, On the some day
the Roed Commission adveriised the preject, with bids to be opened in
Junesn on HMerch 20, They had previously advertised for hids or sections
of rozd exbtending from Fsirbenks to College end from Ancherage to the
ricinity of Spensrd Lake., DBids for these twe projects will be opened 2
day or two in advence of the Richardson Highway project.

The design far Sectien H of the Eicherdson Elghwey, extenfing
from Veldez to Mile 36, is in progréess a2nd is expected to be complated
lste in April. Designs are alse in progress for same shord relocstion
proposed on Sections A and £ of the Alaska Highway. As previously noted,
1% is planned to defer finsl selscblion of surface type om these two
spctiens until the behsvior of Section B cen be observed during the
coming spring breskup perioed.



Ir, L. I. Hewes -T= Berch 2, 1950

The RHosd Comuission has swerded ithe contrsect fo the Ebandard
031 Gompeny of Cslifornia to furnish aporoximsisly 120,000 barrais
of bituminous nmaberiels st the bank forms =% Velde:z and Anchorags
for uwse in roefd construction during the coming year. The low bid
unii pries for RC-3 was $16.92 per ton and for HO-2 wes 516,42 per
ton, f.o.b. tanks, = very substanbial refuction under lest yeanrls
unit priees for these meterisls of $23.60 mnd $23.10 per ton,
regpectively. The quantity involved is about the seme es wms purch-
szed lagt year,

Recently the Secretsry of the Interior averded o Ike P, Taylor,
who has been Chief Enginser of the Alepsks Hogd Commission for meny
Farrs, the award for distinguiched service. Also awerded, posthumouvgly,
the seme award to Hawley Sterlinsg fer meny years Hr., Taylorts assistant
¥with the Roed Commission,

Due te the mild weather preveiling throvghout the morth, an
ingnection end study of enow removel on the Thompson Poss sechtion of
the Bicherdson Eighweoy wes not msde, =s it was thourht $hst such an
inepection should be meds during shorm conditions, With the approsch
of sprinz 1% has been decided te melee the inspeckion esyly im Nerch
az there appesrs te be no adventsgs pained by weiting any longer.

¥otice bh=s been recaived thot Hr. ¥. K. Boyd has accepted the

offer tendered him to transfer to the Public Hosde from the forps of
Engineers, Tor sssigoment as Materiels Bngineer in thig Division.

Attechwenis; Ferretive Revort by Distivict Banginser Hyller
Narrative Report by District Engineer French
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HOWTHLY LREFORT
OF
ACTIVITIES IF PHR JUNSAU DISTRICT, LIVISIOH T3¢
FOR TH® HOWTE OF FRBRUARY 1950

A dsfinite change in the wsabher from the month of Jonunry
ves noied during the ourrent month, porticulesrly in the Hetehilmn
eren.  Snowfoll from Pebrusry 3rd o O3h oL Eetchilen was reporied
&t 49 inchess and =dditionsl snowfsll occurrsd seversl times during
the veriof up %o the 18th of the month., During this psriod the
PED Truck with mounted snowplow broks dovwn snd snovw removsl work
sines then hee been limited %o fwo motor patrols. As & resvli it
hes not been poscible o widen the roads nor to completely rameve
snov from the rondbed choulders. K11 resds wers, however, lapi
open, rlthough not to the degree ususlly meindained, During the
last vaek enother decided change in westher has ocetrred in Ketch-
$kom, with counsiderable rsinfell, and the frost is baginnling te
lesve the ground and 2 fev sofd spots heve developed.

Additionsl snowfall also cccurred at ¥rengsll and Petersburg
during the month, zlthough the totsl snowfzll has bsen considersily
balow that of last yeesr. Snowplowing souipment st Wrengsll and
ratersborg hes opernted sailsfnctordly untldl laet wesk, st which
tize & plston ia the motor of the robtoblsde st Psiersburg broks. Ho
additionnl danmege occurred io the moltor, however, snd the unit is
arpaoied to be back in operstion within the next fsvw deys. Roeads
zre roported =5 in good condition for ithis wneriod of the yoeor,.

Ho excessive amounts of snowfall occurred in Yths Juneau area
during the month, and 2ll highwaye havo been kept in geood condifion,
with spnov and ice commletely removed from the trevelled pertions of
tha rosdbeds, except for shord pericds of Yime., Considareable thawing
hes cocurred durine the pasit week, and it 1s anticipsied that blading
of graveled surfmce will be reguirved in the coming veok.

Snowfell has continted %o be lighiter then normsl in the Cordova
sren, =i no blockage of reads has heen reporited. The navw rolary
snowploy has contimuad to operate satisfectorily. The Foreman ab Cor-
dove hog reported execallent resuwlis from the uee of Shunk Sawitooth
Arader Flaedes, with the resuld that praciicelly no sanding hss been re-
guirad,



Construction progress on Frojects 1-B7,03 snd 1-05,5 at Ketoh-
iken nontinues to be very slew. Righi-clf=Way clsaring. advesnce drill-
ing and shooting and some exeavetlion have prooseded dewpite the hesvy
snowfall, with the result that Project 1-B7,63 is revorbted #s 12,855
complete ap of this debe., Przotlicelly ne addlitionsl werk was pogom-
plished on Projeet 1-06,E4, The subsontractor on clearing the Right-
ef-¥Way hed 5 er & men at work for & few dapys the firet of the mopnih.
Thie work was halted during the heavy snowfsll snd apparently bes not
been resumed. The Froject is reported ne .003% complete ms of thie
dkta.

Resident ZEngineer Hewes reports thst the contractor has sdvised
hin by long distance telephone thet the present Superintendent, Grade
Pereman and the Offios Hanmger on these projecis will be removed on
Kazroh first, and that a Bupsrinisndent with some 15 years highwsy eon-
struction srperience will be pleced in chergs on thei dete. Contract-
or esupervislon on these prejects has been entirely unzatisfactory to
both the Resldent knginser and this office. It is, thorefors, hoped
that this chenge in supervision will meterislly incresse the consiruc-
tion progress snd improve the metheds nad guality of {he werk,

Hork on Frojecte 31-47.B2, Douglss Highway nnd 7-45,32, Hitkof
Highway . continues suspended furins the winter,

Progress on ibe Junssu - Thane Section of the Ulsclier Bighwny
bag continued to be slow during the monih becsune of adverse wemther
cenditions. The extremely cold weather, with geversl days of Taku
¥inds, wap not suiteble for werk of this nature and, in mdditien,large
amounts of ice 2nd frozen snow on the shoulders snd cutsliopes deterrsd
the work, &s of this 4z%e the survey ls reported as 525 complete. It
is anticlpated that 14 can be completsd with spprozimately two weeks of
favorable weather,

£, F, ¥YLLER
Bletrict Enginser

Syt ¥m, A, deod
Bighway Enpineer
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DEPARTHERT OF CGOHMERCGE
BURLAY OF PUBLIC RDADD
Division 10
Sewnrd District

HARKATIVE HEFPQEE FOR

FEBEUARY 195D

FUHHAGAIY ARY PEDIFECTE

£11 work on Bections CG&D, E, P-1, and ¥-2 remsine inszetive st pre-
viously reported, The Alaska Hailroad's contractor hss been driving coyete
holes for shooting some of the larger rock onts,

GLENN ARD RICHABDROE RICGHEYAYE

A1l work remains insctive as previcuely reported. Extensions of time
have been granted on both of the Richardscon Eighway projects, ¥Work will
probebly be resumed on the B section late in April or early in May. V¥ork on
the A section prebably will be resumed sarly in June, Work on the Glenn High-
way will probebly be resumed in ey,

POHEST HIGHWAY CORSTHROUCTIOE PROJECET

#11 Forsst Highwsy construction on the Eonai FPeninsuleg remains suspended,
Ive %o the condition of the old EKemsi River Bridge at Coopers Landing it wes
neceesery t0 open the new bridge and road on February 22. The condition of the
nev rosd in ite present frozen condition is satisfactory, Tt it may be necescary
$o cloee it in the spring when frost comes omt of the ground,

KEEAL RIVER HIGEuAY
fection B - QOunartz Greak Lneation Survey

Field plane have besn submitted on the Davels COresek 1lins and the low
line down Cuarte Creek by Sopers to the epst end of the Kenal Hiver Bridge
project. Work is in progrese on the Johne Creek line and the high line that
goes fhrough the pass shove Sopers,

SEHLRD HIGHWAY
Forest Boundary to Hile 12 Loczation Survey

Fisld plans are complste except some pight-sfewsy plats. The part of
this line thet occupies pert of the Alesks Eallroed right-ofewvay hazs been
gubmitted to the Generzl Hansger of the Hsilroad for approval, Eight-ofwwsy
where the nev line devarte from the o0ld rosd is being sequired.

GEHELAL

Snoyw fall is faor below nmormsl on the Fenei Peninsuls for this time of
year., The depth of snow at verious locations follows: Sewnrd 12%; Mile 12, 3g4,



-

Mle 42 to 50, 457"; Ceopers Landing, 15". The road is all coversd wiih hard
packed enovw and chaine are neeled for safe travel. HMinor sccidents on the more
nerrow sections are common,

Puring the past monih a new 6 EP horizonizl boiler hes been vat into
servies for thewing frozen culverts. This equipment hss worked very well during
the rather limitefl use made of it to date. 4 pieture is enclosed which shows the
boiler wounted on a truck before s sghelisr was consiructed over the boiler.
8%orage is previded for beth cosl and water within the shelter built on the truck,

Photographs are enclosed., A8 no constroetion work was active during the
monthk progress charts are not included.

The photographe submitted show ice breakers which were construoted upsiream
from the Osnyon Creek bridge foundations on Turnsgain Arm Section C. A heavy
flow of ice in Canyor Creek in December 1540 indicated a necessity for grester
protection for the tower footings than was afferded by the single concrete pedestals
which were designed end comsiructed unnder each %ower leg.



Seward Division Msointensnce

Fe, 565 View of 6 H.P. horizsnisl boiler momnted on iruck,
Boiler 4e used for thawing culverts, A shelier was
later constructed over the boiler znd water and
eonl shorage provided inside the ghelter,



Fo, 571 Turnsgain Arm Section €, Side view of conorete ice breaker
at Canyon Cresk Bridge. Pedestal in background ies protected
by rock bank and no ice bresker was reguired,



Ho. H]2 Turnsgsin Arm Section U, End view
from uwpetreer of concrete ics brasker at
Canyon Creek Bridge.



Bo. 575

Turnagnin Arm Section C. View of Camyon Oreek btridge from

apstrean,

Shows concrete ice bresker npstresm from scenter

tower leg footing. O©1d Foresi Service bridge may be seen
in the background,



March 3, 1950
Te 3 Mr. A, C, Clark, Deputy Commissioner, Wweshinrien, D, C.
Froms E. A. Stoddert, Division Enginger

Subject: Excerpts from Confidential Honthly Repori for February 1950 for
Mvision Ho, 10

During the last month the genersl contractors opesrating in Alsska
heve baon negotiating with labor unliens for wage rates to be included in
the lebor agreement which will govern for the coming year. The principal
ehjsctive of the nonbracitors hes been Ho eliminste as many of the fringe
benefite proviously gronted as possible, 36 be offsst by soulvslent wage
inecrenses, Information has besn reeeived that an agresment has been
roached by providing 2 57¢ an hour scross the boerd wege inerense with an
jneresse in subsisdence chergss to the men from $1.50 to $5.75. The exish-
ing sgroement providing s $5,75 cosi per dey for subsistence on arry projects
cenbtrols the new charge for that expenss. It is understood thet plumbers
and sleatricel workers unions heve scusht = more libersl wage scale, bub the
A.G. 0. 45 hopsful that these unions will f211 in lins.

On Pebrosry 20 plans, specificstions, and estimzte wers completed for
Section ¥ of the Richardson Eighway, extendings from Tonsins to Gullkapa, and
forwerded to the Alsska Rond Commission. On the sams day the Boad Gommission
advertised the project, with bids to bs opencd in Junesu on Harch 20. They
hod previously advertissd for bids on sections of rond extending from Fairbsnks
to Colleze and from Anchorsge Yo the vieinity of Spenard Leke, Bide for these
two projects will be opened o dey or two 1n advance of the Richevdacn Bighuay
projoct,

The design Loy Sscbion E of the Bichardson Highwey, evbending from
Voldez %o Mile 36, ic in progress and is expected to be compleded lste in
April, Designs pre 2lso in progress for some shori rslecntion proposed on
Sechtions A and € of the Alasks Highway, As previocuvely nobed, it is DPlanned
0 defer finsl selection of surface %ype on these two gections until the
behovior of Section B osn e obessrved during the coming spring breskup period.

The Road Commission hns awarded the contract to the Standard 041
Commeny of Crlifornis to Furnich sporoximately 120,000 barvels of bituminouvs
materizls at the tenk farme st Veldez and Anchorake for use in road constr-
vetion during the coming yeer, The low bid uni$ pries for RO=3 wes $16.92
por ton nnd for MO-2 was $16.42 per ton, f.0.b, tonks, » very substantisl
reduction under last yearls unit prices for these moberizls of §23.60 and
$23.10 per ton, respeetively. The quantity involved is sbout the same as
wap purchesed lasgh year.



Hr, A. C. Qlark -l Harch 2, 1950

Recantly the Seeretery of the Interior svarded to Ike P, Taylor,
vho has been Chief Enginear of the Alasks Road Commission for mony years,
the award for digstinguiched servics, Also swarded, posthumondly, the same
award to Hawley Sterling for many years Mr. Taylor's assistant with the
Road Commission.

Due %o the mild weather prevailing throughout the month, =21 ingpection
and study of snovw removal on the Thompson Pass section of the Richardson
Highway vwas not made, as it was thought that such an inspsciion should be
mads during storm conditions. Vith the zpprosch of spring it has been
decided %0 mske the inspection e=7ly in March as there oppears o be no
advantage gninsd by waiting any longer.

Fotics hos been .reesived that Mr. W, . Boyd has accepted the offer
tendered him to transfer %o the Public Hoads from the Corps of Eaglneers,
for aseigrment as Heterials EZnginssr in this Division.
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