September 7, 1930

Te : Mr., G, Y. Mayo, Acting Chief, Vesgtern _Beadquari;ers;
S8an Francisoo, Oalifornis.
From : Hugh A. Stoddart, Division Engineer, Junsau, Alaska,

Subjoeh: Oonfidentizl MHonthly Report for Ausust 1950 for Division Ten,

About the beginning of the month the vrainy pericd which began in
late July ended and pooll weathor began which continued thronghout the
month, The generally favorable conditions permibted good progress to
be made on construction and several mejor projects were complsted, if-
dluding the three 0., F. Iytle Compawy and Green Construction Company
contracts on the Turnagein Arm for Sections §, D, % axd Fi, and ths
8. Birch anl Sons and Horrigon.Koudsen Company conbtract for Bection 3
of the Richprdson Hirhway and virtusl completion of Section A of the
glenn Eighway. Vith the completion of Seotion &.0f the Richardson
Highway in July the originsl program of four projects for surfacing on
Interior ronds is nov complebs, :

The slow Drogress proviously noted on the Read and Mertin contrach
in ¥abchikan continves and while the contractpr will overrun the comple-
tion dste by 2 substantisl period it ssems probable fhet the work will be
substantislly completed in this cslendar year.

Coniractes were awarded Tor painting ¢f three bridges; the Junssu-
Dovgl as and Lawsen Orsek bridzes, Project 31, snd the Sslmon River bridgs,
Project 18, Work wag bsgun on the Juneau bridges late in the month ut
the work was temperarily shui down me 2 result of heavy rain storms.
Afhor saversl days the confvasior decided %o shut the work down zs hg
coneluded thet the rainy sesson head set in for the winter.

Recongtruction grading on Kenel River Highwsy Froject 5-B2 wag
readvertised., Bids were opensd on Auvgust 23 with the low bidder, G, P.
Lytle Company end Green Consiruction Compeny, submitiing a bid in the
amount of $459,695, Innsmuch ps the low bid was very close o the
revised Fngineer's Estimate, it was recommended for awerd and notificam
tion was received before the eni of the month from Vashington that the
lov bid wae accepted, The conbrastor plans to prosecule the work
vigorously and complete zll the cleering end a subsbantial amount of |
the grading this sesson.
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Mr, Mayo - September 7, 1950

The field party working on the Cepper River looabtion survey
has mede good progrese and has completed mboub Lorty-five percent
of the work with complebion expected asbout Hovember 1, Work is
being carried on under severs conditions of which the furnishing of
camp supplies end transporitation to the work is the most difficuld
to overcome, With high weber and warm weather the currvent in the
rivey is abou} ten nmileg per hour and as it carries a largs number of
small iosbergs from the Childs Glacler 4% reguires skillful operation
of the river boats, Thove are known to be n large number of Alacka
brown bear and grizvlies in the arem, attracted by ths fish in the
streams, but so far they have not caused any actual difficulty or
interferance with the werk

The Sevard o Mile 58 location survey has bsen carried on
throughout, $he month with gzood progress noted and 48 nov complete
from Mila 3B $o Nile 58. This survey slso should be finiched aboud
Hovember 1.

Although the genersl appropriajlon bill has not besn passed,
authorization was received ¢o advertise Section A of the Alaska Highway,
Bida will be opened in the Division office on September 20, The contract
for improvenment of Section A indludes reinforcemsnt of the base on
intermitient sections at the west end of Section B with the 1} imch plent
mix to be carried conbinuougly over both the surface treatment and the
newly reinforced sections. The reinforecment will correct the onmly
weaknesses which have bseome svident on the entirve mileage of the firgt
four projects %o bs completed.

Conbrayy %o the agresment previously resched with the Road Come
misgion, that Sechbion B of the Richardson Highway would be supervised
by the Buresu of Public Noads, the Road Commission decided it would
suparvise this project with its own forees and the work vas sdvertised
for bid spening on Sephembsr 2.,

The HKoad Commission, having re~axamined its budget, requssted
the Bureau he advance the completion of the design for Section ¢ of
the Richardson Highway, which axbtends from Big Della to Flack Rapids,
to parmid sdverdising and contracting of the work this fall if possidle,
Aceordingly, the projech will be advertised aboui Cobober 2 with bid
opening to be scheduled for the first week in Hovember.

Furthar study was continued on Section 0 of the Alaska Highway,
of material sources and subgrade conditions, looking toward compleilon
of the design during the coming winter. It is now sprarent that while
the exlsting roadway has an untreated gravel surface, sablsfactorily
carrying existing light traffic, theit it will be nscessary to provide
genersl reinforcement of the bame to insure satisfactory performance
of the provosed bituminvous surfasing., A larger investment in roadway

roposed 1 surfoolng. savestent 1
guzfacs vill prosunably Juptify norg exbengive gitponont wi mprove-
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Hr. Maoyo - September 7, 1950

An ingpoction trip over all the rosds in the Inberior and the
Kenanl Peninsuls was made late in the month. 1% was intervesting to
note thet the Road Commission is oarrying on extensive reconsiruction
and improvemeni of portions of the Sherling Highway, which were con-
structed in 1947-48, and for considersble mileage of the Tok Cub~0ff
on which the initlsl reconstruction was done in 1947-48, There is
clear indicetion that stendards of construction and degign have besen
raissd materislily. The highser standerds apparently result in reduced
rote of progress since it was obmerved that on Section G of the
Richardson Highway, reconstruction hos beon completed on only ten
miles exbtending between Mile 40 and Mile 50 and reconstruction of the
Tok Cut-Off is subsbantiaslly complete only from Gulkana to & poind Just
sast of Slana and for ten miles extending westerly from & point seven
miles west of Tok Junetion.

To sum up, there remaing on the Richardson Highway 140 miles of
recongtruction and on the Tok Cul-0ff zbout thirty miles of recougtrueciion,
indicating that the completion of these portions of the sysben Yo dustless
gurface type will not be comnlebed until long after the expiration of the
originel three~year construction pericd planned in 1948,

A proposal to add a distillation plent to the tank farme eperated
by the Rozd Commiesion tp produce asphaliic csment of parhsns 150 %o
200 penstration from the RU=3 that ocan be delivered hy ocasnzuing tanker
has besn under considerabtion., The operation wes disgussed with contrachtors
interested in the work both from the road constrnetion angle and as pos-
aible operators of the plants but 4% has been concluded that the cost of
operetion, estimated te be 520 per ton of sephzltic coment produced,
excesds the valpe of the benefits which may be derived and accordingly
the propossl hos boen elininsbed from further consideration, at leaedt in
the near fubure.

It 45 understood that funds heve been requssted to finance main-
tenance on the bridpes on the Sewardbranch of the £laska Railroad for the
next twe winters with the understanding that an adequate road will be
constructed DY thet time, This information is of importance in our design
for ths Seward to Mile 58 seciion since we srs nov assuming thet no value
con be attmched bo elimination of exigting railrvoad gradé oroseings, As
noted previously, the Depariment of Inmberior will attempt to secure funis
for the work in the sppropriation requested for the Road Commission.

Encdlosures: Harrative Report by District Bngineer French
Haerrative Reporit by District Engineer ¥yllewr
Oraph showing progress on major projscis
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MOETELY REFORT
oX
ACTIVITIES 1M THE JUNEAU DISTRIOT, DIVISIOH TERN
FOR THE NOETH QF AUGUST 1950

The weather during the month of August was generally favorable
for construction and maintenance, &lthough the lest week was qulte
wet end stormy. Progress on Projecte 1-B7,63 and 1-D6,E4, the only
two active construetion projecis in the Digtrict, improved somevhat
during the month. Project 1-B7,03 ie now about 85% ecomplete., All ex-
cavation 1s completed sxeept for some aleanup, and the placing of
select borrow cushlon has been simrted. The Bridge moross Wards Creek
is substantially completed, the only work remmining to be done is the
pouring of curbs and the erection of gusrd rails.

Work on Project 1-D6,T4 is now in full swing., There is still
2 poesibkility that these projeocts may be ocompleted this season.

The work on the Copper River Location Survey is progressing
satisfacterily. It 1s expected thet thlg work will be completed about
Fovember First,

The Post OConstrvction Project on Routes 4 and 32 =t fJordove was
contimied during the month 2nd is progressing satisfactorily. It ig
expected that this project will be completed by the end of Cetober.

Kr, Paul B. Groven, whe had besn Reeident Engineer in the Juneau
area thies season resigned on August 5th and returned to Minneapolis
where he accepted a City Civil Service position. The District regrets
losing the services of Mr. Groven who proved himeelf to be a cepable,
pleasant and cooperative employee. The survey party in the wilcinity of
Juneau heg, since Mr. Groven'!s departure, been directed by Mr. James R.
Davis, GS-6. The party has been engaged in miscellaneous survey work
in connection with Rights of Way on Project 2-Di,F6; monumentation and
marking of center striping of the paved section of Glacler Bighway be-
tween Juneau and the Juneau Airport. For two wecks Mr. Davig and $wo
of his men were lomned to the design sectlon of the Division Office.



The Eridge soross the ontlet of Auk Linke, which has been schedulat
to be replaced by s trivle 6 ¥ & concrete culverid, under Project 2-Dk, 7z,
wag oubJect to pertisl ecollsepee the first port of the month.,. Examination
of the ptruectura, which hae been repeired agein and agnin over the lnet
& years by addition of false bente, fulse cops, fmlse strinpers, eic.,
reverled thet the condition was dengerous to any traffie except the very
lightest types of cars snd itrucke. Since the structure wns longer than
ie necded for the resvired waterway, seversl speans vere eliminated and
filled in with gravel. On the remsining spans, all e¢léd bents were replsc-
ed snd new stringers added, so 1t %# belleved that the structure ia safe
for ordinery iraffic for sueiher yesr. This iz, however, the last time
the structure can be repaired. If Project 2-D4,75 gheuld not materislize
within the next year, it i= our belief that it will be necessary to con-
struct a new bridge on the preesnt site during the next construetion
senecn.  IN opss it is necesssry 1o rebulld on the presant site, the work
done this year may be incorporated into the reconstruoetion.

The contract let to Mclinley Blsciric, Ine., for the rewiring of
the Douglne Bridge was started during the month =nd 1s progressing in a
sesiafactory manner. It is expectied that the work on %hie contract will
be commleted by the middle of September.

The contraect for pasinting the Douglss Bridpe and the Liawvaon Oreek
Bridge on Route 31 was initiated the last of the month., Mr., Runnels, one
of the principel eontractors, arrived in Juneau on August 29th with a full
cre¥ and equipment., The sand blasting reguired on the conirect has been
sublet to.Bergmen and Linderen of Anchorags, Alasks, and prepsratory work,
such as obtaining the wand, scresuning snd &rying 16, hee besn done. The
contractor expects 10 bave this preject completed in sbout four weeks,
provided wveather permits. It ic doubdbtful if we will have sufficlent goed
weather this fall te complete the work, and it is erpected that the pro-
Ject will have to be compleded next apring.

The project providing for painting of the Salmon River Bridge st
Hyder, which has been let to Anbonsen Painiing Company, will not be open-
ed before nexi spring, due to the lateness of the sesson, =»nd the reiny
weather which mey be szpected to generally prevaill Ffrom pow on.

The mzintenance in Auvgnst in the District etherwise was routine.
The p=inting progrem which wae delayed during the month of July becsuse
of unfsvorable weather whs resumed during the warm, dry svell in August.
The painting of traffiec center siripe on the paved zection of the Glacler
Highwey betwern Juneau snd the Juneau Alrport was started the last dey of

the meonth.

CHR F WILLER
Mugust 31, 195 District Engineer



BUBEAY OF PUBLIC RORDS
Division 10
Seward District

FARBATIVE REPORT FOR

AUBUST 1950

TURBAGALIK ARE PHOJECTS

Sections OG&D, E ang T=1
File 5§ to Peterson Oreek

Ixcellent progress contimmed during Auguet, end these three projectis,
vhich sre under contract to ILytle znd &reen, are completed in substantisl accord-
znce with the plans and specificatiens. All work throughout presents & very good
appearance, and riding gqualities are excellent considering the fact that surfeeing
consigts only of selected materisl., Dry weather during Auguet ancelerated the
vork, but the dry condition of the surface resulted in comsiderable dust snd rough-
ness during most of the month, Bain during the last week of Auguet retarded pro-
greegs on the final finighing,

Section F-2
Feterson (reek ito Infian

Progress sonth of Girdwood was retarded to some extenmt durinvg fngust by
breakdowns of the %% ¢.y. Lims shovel that has been working in the borrow plt at
Peterson Creek, The rozd from &irdwood to the routh end of the project ig in a
travelzble conditlon, but not all borrow has been plsced, All roeck cuts sre sub=
stentially completed, Some roek remsing in the ocuts, particularly along the ditch
line., Borrow should be completed on this section early in September if the Lims
shovel can be kept in contimuous operation., BEvery effort is being made to get
the pontractor to complete 211 work south of Girdwood this year seo this section
ean bs sccepied for traffic. Opening of the roed across the Ingram Oreek Summii
and sonth of Girdwood during the past month has greatly facilitsted zccess to the
entire Turnageln 4rm project.

Progress north of Girdwood during the past month hag been Detter than al
eny time since work on this project begen., A pioneer rosd has been pushed ahead
to Station 1630, which is near the railroad quarry st Bird Point. The work shead
of 1630 is mot considered to be as difficvlt es thet between 1HO0 mnd 1630, where
the road is on the sidehill above the railread, Host »f the roadway prism maberial
has been moved to Etation 1555, the point reached by the 2% e.y. shovel,

Two tractors znd sorapers are working in the cut morth of Bird Oreek, and
the Bird Creek approsch fills may be completed early enough for the bridsze contract-
or to complete his work this year. ¥ork on the four treated timber bridges started
during August. Piling heve been driven for two of these bridges, and part of the
concrete stringers have besn poured,

It is very doubtful if the gontractor will be able to complele this project
by the extended completion date of June 30, 1951, Progress has been reporied unsat-
isfactory and thé contractor so notified. ¥o sdditionsl equipment or personnel
have been pleced on the job im an effort to improve progress,



e
hr. Killewich has been placed in charge of all work st Girdwood, and Kr,
fieeley has resumed hig duties with the Divigion Office,

Section F~3 (Bridges on F~2 Section)

Feterson, Kern and Clacier Creek bridges, including painting, sre sub-
etentizlly conplete. EKern Creek end (Glgcier EBiver bridges are in service. Indian
Uresk Bridge ls substentislly compleie except painting,

At Bird Creek, footinge have besn completed for both plers, and forms Tor
piers sre being constructed. ¥Ho work can be done on sbutments vntil completion of
the soproach fills, The greding contractor igs workting on the morth epproach fill,
Completion of this bridge snd this entire coniroet thie year can be socomplicghed
if the grading contractor completes the sppromsch fills withoul further delsy.

This contract provided for an erternsion of time i¥ the grading contractor
did not complete approach f£ills by July 1, 1950, Under this provision the con=-
tractor is novw entitled Yo z» exztension of $ime which will TDegin June 1, 1951,
The durzstion of the extension cannoi be delermined until the atproszeh fills are
completa.

Section & - Indiam to Potter

Grading end bridge work are active by contrectors, under supsrvision of
the Keske Reilrwad. Some ballast has been placed between Indiszn and Bolnbow,
Considerable -grading work remcine between Indien and Fetler before ballasi, ties
=nd steel can be placed, 1t appears doubiful if the reilroad section will be
completed by September 1, 1950, or if the new highwer on the old rellrosd car be
opened for one wey traffic by Sovewber 1, 1950, as provided in the contraet,

GLEEY EIQEWAY
Sec. A - Anchorage to Palmer
(4% mwiles including £ miles through Ft. Kichardson)

Zeal coat and cover aggregete were completed during fugusi, 411 contract
work hes now been completed in substantisl accordmnce wilk the plans apd specifi-
cetione. The work presents o very good srvearasnce, and riéing guelities of the
finished pavement are excellent. Traffie ithrongh the Ft, Flehardson gection is
quite heavy; and overloaded trucks, loaded Tourna-wagons and other sxcessively
heavy loeds are freguent. Due to the high urgency of the large military construc=
tion program ln the pert of ¥t. Plchardeon crossed by this project, the fessibvility
of limiting loeds appears remote. Tuture erxperience with this section may indicsztle
2 heavier pavement il justifiable,

Sections B-1, B=~2 and =3
This work is being handled by the Alaska Road Commliselon, 4 represerpistive

of this office drove ihrough the work on August 10, et which time it eppesred that
Frogrees was good on Section B=1, but wes lagging somevhst on Secilons B=2 and E-3,



Approximately 25 miles of work had been opened wp on Section B=3, with 10 mileg
paved; no work had been done on Section B~2; and 30 miles of pavement had been
completed on Bection B-l, This section mey be completed this year if favorable
wveather prevalls during Sepiembar,

BICHARDSOF HIGHYAY
Section & = Fpirbanks to Barding Lake (44 Miles)

The entire project has been sstlsfactorily completed znd sccepted, The
project presents a very good appesrance, Seal ooat and cover sggregate have hgen
uniformly pleced, and a minimum of black streaks and veristion in texture has re-
sulted, Some minor settlements have ogeourred dus to differentisl thawing of
permenently frozen ground uvnder the fillsg, but riding qualities have not besn
serionsly impaired. In some tases it was necessary to reseal short ssctions that
gufferel damage from hepvy rains occurring on freshly vlaced sesl ocont. Hozt of
the engingering orew that was on this project hae been moved to the Alagka "AR
project, and is doing preliminary sisking work.

Section B = Harding Lake to Big Delta Junction {53.1 miles)

Hrzeellent progress was pade on thils project in August, and a2ll work is
substantially ecomplete except seal cegt. It is expected that sesl coat will be
completed by September 15. Indicetive of progress on this project this vear ie
the fact that the July progress payment was approXimstely $418,000. Coneiderable
settlement on this project oceourred om a section sbout half 2 mile leong where a
line change was made and a Till construcied on frozen ground last year. The dige
tortion 2nd setilement was corrected by applying =dditional plant mix snd sprezdi-
ing with & motor patrol te tzke out the unevennest czused by differentlal ssttle-
meni,

Section € - Big Delia Junciion to Bapids (40 miles)

The location survey and field plans have been completed, The project is
being designed in the Plvision Office at the present time, with the thought of
advertieing the work thig Fall,

ALASEL BICGHWAY
Section A - Big Delta to Johnson Elver (U8 miles)

This projeot is advertliced and bids will be recelved ip Juneau on
September 20, FKost of the engineering personnel used on the Richardson #af
project have been transferred to Johnson River 2nd are deing the preliminary
steking., There is little likelihood that the succeseful bidder will do any con-
struction work oun this project before the Spring of 1951,
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KEFAI RIVER BIGHAAY

Section H=52, Eensl River Highway from Hoose Pass Highway Junction
et Hile 3§ to Hile Y1, and from Hile U7 to Mile B0 (5} miles)

The project was readvertised en fugust 7, and bids were received August 23.
Lytle end Greem submitted the low Bid of $45g,695, The Division Office has recom-
mended eward to the low bidders. They have 11 eguipment reguirsd for the project
aveilable from the Turnagain &vm € & D projectes which are being completed, They
plan to move camp to the project and begin elearing operstions in the nesr future,
Cleering and groboing are slready stsed, snd & line D.1.%s are set and referenced.

SEHARD BIGHuAY
Section 3-E3, IN - Snow River Bridge

Frogress is slow, but the contractor should have ample time to complete
the work within the time limit. The concretes cansg have basn poured on the pier
and on zbutment Ho, 2. Abutment PFo., 1 hag besn partly poured, Clearing ies com-
rlete, £11 bridge materisl ie gt the gits or in Ssward.

Loestion Survey from Eile 12 to Hile 58

The loocation narty bas been moved from ¥ile 5% to Mile 20, and will complete
the survey from the Hile 20 camp. 411 line, levels and cross sscilons have been
completed from Mile 38 to Kile BE, Line hus been run from Hooge Fase to HMile 38,
and levels 2nd oress sections are being taken, Line is being ron from Hile 12
toward Mooss Page, The first line %o be run in this srea will follow generslly
the existing road from ¥ile 12 to Mils 1, then cross Snov Biver above the railroad
bridge and follow above the railroed to Kile 18, vhere 1t will iie back te the
rresent rosd., Aliernste lines zre under econsidsration,

LSEERRAL

tzintenance work in August conristed chiefly of heuling selected borrow
materinl bo reinforee the re=d surface belween Enose Past and Hile 38 and on the
Qonper landing rosd. ¥eatber during the first thres vesks of the month was dry
gnd the rozd became guite dugiy. Hein gince adout Augnst 20 hag enabled effsciive
blseding =nd sheping.

Fregent plans contemplate overating one snow plow cut of Fortege this
vimber if it is necesesary to keep the Eile 58 to Portage section open during the
winter, Guofficienlt favorable westher cannot be expected to construct & perman-
ent melintenence camp gt Eilver Tip thie year.

Photogrophe end & Drogrees chert for the Turmegsin frm work zre entlosed.
Ko progress chert is included for the (lenn 2nd Wichardsen Highwsye ee 211 active
congirvction work is rpractically comvlete,



50 Kemet Kiver Highwey, 5-Bl, Goupers Landing Bridge,
¥iew west from ste, 6£30. Shows completed zreds, The semntry
in the Background Ls truversed by ihe Daves Orech-gusrie Oreck

t\-an-al

EHO~-688

View of completed bridze from north end of hridgs, Substrusture

is trozted timber; deck 1s reinforced soncrebe poursd on procsst
siringers,

Eon=i Fiver Elghwey 5-B1, Goopers Laonding Bridge,
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BHO-606  Sewerd Highvey Hsinbensnce. Shows printensnes
-anploysas puinting Smov Biver Bridee =t Bile 14,
ép \‘(E}_‘ L_l - “fj\‘ lx

JER-762  Glann EBighwey Seec., A, ¥Tiew of moter patrol pover
broom cnd roller spresding snd compecting shonlder meterisl
sftor peving bae boon completed, Ons end of the grzder bit

iz eut ont with & toreh fo leawe the loose showlder moterisl
shont 1Y Righ, £ fev pecsss with the roller compoots shoulder
mnteric] ond lesves finiched compaated shoulder surfege lavel
vith top of paving,
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BEP-520 View of icebergze in loke st the faod of Parbage
$lpoter, Beflresd gree thrveurh tosnel ¥y movnisin on 1lef%
te ¥htttiar #% for end of tusnel, 23y Tosd to ¥hlitier

would tupnel this movminisn or so mmﬁ the steep rooy
eideonhil) shove glacier,

BEF-£18 Tamagoin Amm See. P-1. View of Till sorose
Turn=cedn Avs tide flzts, locking towsrd Portnge sb the
hesd af Tornsgein Ava, Portsge lseler in conter bockground,
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=573 Turosgoin Aro Seo, D, Vi soubh togard Eils 58
frox o polat nerdh of Pin Gon Dreck <iuich crosses rosé in
)

R

BHE-828  Turoassin Ave See, P=2, View of Turssg=in Arm frem
»eint o8 nev loaction north of Givdeuced, Bir: Polnt juis into
_) Arm in The Dadkpround, Hele (361 murrents csused by Tust bbb,
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EEC-810 Richardson Highway Sec. 4. Shows completed

paving about 31 miles south of Falrbanks with seal coat
and cover aggregate in placse,

p\-aH 100

EHC-B14 Richardson Highway Sec, B, Shows compleied
paving about 92 miles gouth of Fairbanks with seal coat
and cover agsregate in place,
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Mr. A, C. Glark, Daputy Commissionsr, Washingbon, D. £
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From 3 Eﬁgh A, Stoddart, Division Ingpineer, Junsau, Alsgks

Subjeet; Exoerpta from Confidentla) Honthly Report for August 1930
for Divigion Ten

About the beginning of the memth the rainy perioed whieh baegen in
late July ended and good wepther begen which contimued throughout the
month., The gsnerslly favorsble conditions pormitted good progress to
be mads on sonstruction sni several major yprojeots were completed, in-
gluding the threes G, ¥, Lytie Compary and Grssn Construction Company
contracts on the Turnegain Avm for Seclions G, D, E axd Fl, and the
5. Birch and Song and Morrison-Kntdsen Qompany contract for Seetion B
of the Richardson Bighway snd wirtusl complstion of Section A of the
Glenn Eighway. With the completion of Sestion A of ths Richsrdson
Highway in July the originsl program of four projects for aurfacing on
Interior romds is now complete,

The £isld party working on the Copper River locstion survey
hag made good progrscs and has completed shout forty-five vercent
of the work with ecompledion expschbed sbout Hovember 1., VYork is
belng carried on under severs conditiona of which the furnishing of
camp supplies and transportation to the work is the most Giifiend
to overcoma. .With high water and warm weather the current in the
river is zbout ten miles per hour and am it carries z large number of
smell icebergs from the Childs $lazelsr it reguires skilliul speration
of the river boats. Thore are known to bs = large number of Alagks
brown besr and grigzliies in the area, atirached by the fish in the
gtreans, but so far they have not coused sny sctus) difficuliy or
interferance with the work,

The Seward to ¥ile 5B location survey has heen carried on
throughout the month with good progress noted and is now complete
from ¥ile 38 to Mile 58, This survey sleo ghould be finished about
Kovember 1,

Althotgh the genersl epypropristion bill has not been psssed,
asvthorization vas received %o advertise Ssction & of the Alasks Highway.



Hr, Clark P September 8, 1950

Bids will bo opened in the Divieion offipe on September 20, The
contract for improvement of Section 4 inclwlas reinforcemsnt of the
buse on inbermititent sections at the west end of Seotion B with the
1} inch plant mix to be carried comtinucusly over both the surface
treatment ond the newly reinforeed mections. The reinforcement will
correct the orly wealinesses which have bocome evident on the entire
mileage of the Tirst four projscts %o be completed,

ontrary to the agreement previocusly resched with the Road
Commi gslion, thet Seetion B of the Richardson Bighway would be puper—
vised Yy the Bursau of Pullic Roads, the Road Commission decided 1%
would supsrviass this project with i4s own foreces and the work waos
sdvertisel for bid opening on September 21.

The Rosd Commission, having re-sxamined its budgetls requesnied
the Bureau bo advance the complobion of the deslgn for Ssotion 0 of
the Bichardson Highwey, which sxtends frem-Big Dslia to Black Rapids,
to permit advertising and contraoting of the work this fall if possitle.
Accordingly, the project will bn advertised sboul October 2 with pid
cpening to be scheduled for the firgt week in Hevember,

Purther study wes continued on Ssotien ¢ of the Alaske Highwey,
of maierial aouirass and subgrade conditions, looking toward completion
of the desipgn during the ooming winter, It is now apparent that while
the existing voadway hos en unirested gravel surface, sefisfactorily
sorrying exiphing light tveffie, that it will be nacessary to provide
gonaral roinforcement of the bmes to insure satisfaciory performance
6f the propoged bitupinuous surfacing, A largsy iuvegiment in roadvsy
sorface will presusebly justify more exbensive alinemsnt and isprove~
menbs than had previcusly bsen censidsrsd justifiable,

An inspection trip over o1l the roads in the Interior and the
Fenzi Peninstls was made late in the month, It wap interssting to
nots that the Roed Commission is carrying on sxtensive reconsirvetion
snd Aimprovement of portione of the Sherling Highway, vhich vers tone
strusted in 194748, and for considarabls wilenge of the Tok Cul-Off
on which the initisl reconstruotion wag dons in 194748, There is
dlaar indiestion thet standards of gonstruction and dseign have been
réiced masterisily, The higher giandsrds spparvenily resuld in reduoced
rate of progress since it was observed that on Ssction G of the
Richardson Highwey, reconsbruchion has bsen compleled on oxly ten
niles extending bebtwesn Mile 40 and Mile 50 and recomsbruetion of the
Tok: Cul=Dff is substontislly compleie only from Owlkana %o s peind Jush
ezst of Slana and for ten miles exbending westerly from a point seven
miles wast of Tok Junction.

To sum up, thers remains on the Richardson Highway 140 miles of

roconstruction and on the Tok Cubt=0If about thirty miles of recenstructim,
indilgating that the completion of these portions of the system to dustless

surface type will not bs complebed until lomg after the expiration of the
originnl thres.ysar construchtion period plammed in 1948,
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A propossl to add = distilliztion plant to the tank farms
operated by the Rosd Conmission o produse asszhaltic cement of perheps
150 bo 200 penstvation from the Ri-3 that can be delivered by ovsengoing
tanker has boon under considerntion. The operation was discupssd with
sontractors interssted in the work both from the road construction angle
and 25 pessible operators of the plante bubt it has beon concluded that
the cost of operabion, estimabted %o be $20 per ton of espheltic cenent
vroduned, excssds the valus of the benafits vhich may be derived snd
aocordingly the propegs] hee bsen eliminsted from furthsr considarsblon,
at least in the nesr futurs,

1% is vederstood thed Tunds have teen rogvesied to finsnce maine
tensnce on the bridges on the Seward branch of the Alziles Raflrend for
the noxt two winbters with the uniersten@ing that an adeguete roand will
be constructed by that time, This information is of impordance in our
desien for the Seward to Hila 58 sechion sinse we nre now sspuning thet
no velus gan be abinched b0 elimination of exisbing reilresd grade
erossinge. . As noted previously, the Department of Interior will satiempt
6 gecure funds for the worlk in the sppropriation requested for the Road
Oommisclion,

Enclpoures; GCraphs showing progress on major projechts.
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