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To £ Mr. 6. ¥W. Heyo, Acting Chief, Vestern Headguarters, San Frenclsoo
Prom @ H. A, Steoddari, Divielon Bngimeser
Subjeet: fonfidentinl Monthly Report for April 1049 fop

Division Bn, 10

The spring aosson is now 89 advanced thot construction can bogin
ot 2 large amcele for those projects vhioh heve been e=rried throush the
winter, During the month progress was shepped up on the Ketahikan grad-
ing preject and construection setivities were resumed on Secotion F-2 of
the Turpsgain Arm. 3Bridss construction sctivibies were slap resumed on
the ¥-3 vroject locosted on the seme grzding unit rne F-2. The Mstrict
¥nginsers! reporis eftached hereto cover the sctivities in considerable
detail., The rete of progress for the Keotchiken projects is moterisily
improved but mensgement A8fTiculiies conbtinve, vith the latest chenge
involving the replacement of the vroject supsrintendent who had effsoted
mest of the Alrmprovement,

The progrem letier which carried the vroject on the Kensi
Pepinmle for congbruction with 1950 Persst Highway funds has bsen
eppreved. FProgress made in preparatisn of the plans inficetes thaet the
project can be advertised for bilds lets in Haoy.

Informetion has besn received thal the proposed legislation
avthorising funds for construction of Porest Bighweys in Scuthesstern
&l.eske has heen forwarded to Congress for considergiion, It is understond
that notificstion of sction taken will probebly not be recsived until the
end of the present seegsion, so thet sction regsrding contracting of mejor
projects in the Junesu ares will necesssrily e deferred until thet
epproxinete dotbe.

Freparatlion of wlans for Richerdson Highwey, Sectlon E, exbtending
36 niles north of Valderz slse coptinued through the month and 1s nov about
90 peresnt commlete. Flans sre being made to bepin the field survey on
Ssction 0 of the Richerdson Highwey, Big Delte %o Bapids, esrly in ey,
with soms of the perscnnsl from the desigh work being transferrsd to the
Tield survey.

The Alasks Rond Commiseion hes eslled for bids to bs oponed on
fey 4 for bridge construction of five stesl strucktures crossing stresms on
the Richrrdson, Glenn, =nd Tok Highways., The contract ie to bs lot on e
iusp sum basie, using govermment-furnished stsel. The bridges to be con-
stricted include tha Metanveke River bridpe near Palmsr, with the pressnt
bridge being replaced due to its substendard two~lsne vidth and the
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hezsrdous curve =t the Anchorsge appreach. Amother structure is the bridgs
over Eagle Creek also within the limits of Section 4 of the Glenn Highwey.
Steel for this bridge was previously ordered but was lost in the destruction
of a barge transporting the steel from Seattle %o Aunchorage in the fell of
1948, Another bridgze ineluded in the conbract provides for the comstruction
of a2 new bridge et Shaw Greek near Mils 289 on the Section B of the Richardeon
Highway., This bridge will replace a single lane struacture on substenderd
2linement on the originsl highway, Under the contrect the improvemsnt of
Section B gradineg snd surfacing of the neceessry szpprosches hag glreedy been
constructed,

An inspsction trip wes msde of the projeeks om the interior highweys
during the month of April ond it was found that surfaces completed in the
"last year vere in excsllent conmdition, with distress limited to aress of
very minor extent on the Ssetion B of the Alaske Eighvey snd Sechtion A of
the Glenn Fighway. Flzns are now being made 4o maintain 3 very close in-
speobion of 211 these projseds by guslified perponamsl during the nex$ six
wepks or two months.

Considerable publie interest has besn demonstrated in the proceedings
now hefore Gongress to obbsin Stetehood for the Ferritory of Alsaske. The
sernbiment in the Territory seeme te be divided a2nd %% is guestionsble whethey
more thsm a bere majority of the population is convinced thet Biaishood would
be of resl benefit. Ths chowing of reduced industrisl aetivities vhich hss
soourred over the leet 30 yeers, perticularly 4in mining, =nd the increaged
eost of Territorisl Government have besn important factors in ¢omsideraiien
of the issue, Gemerally speckipg, i1 appesars that the people in the Perritery
do not show ms much concern over the poesibilities of conflict in the near
futurs as might be anticipated or appears to be the prevelent thivking in the
eonfipental United Sisbes, Pousibly the sppsrent less coneern restlds foom
tha gbssnce of complete radio coverags or begsuse daily newspspers from the
Ststes are nol genmerslly availeble.

Sempling of public opinlon in the Southsast sres indlexztes that showld
rublic heerings be held during the summer on the propessl $o eliminnte
sdditionsl nress Trom the Hotionsl feoresis, this propossl might nod recelws
the msjority*s support. Some civic leadsrs heve been inclined to feel that
if this action is taken, Forest Highwsy funds mizht be lost o the area
vithont any assvrance being received $het other Federal funds would be mads
arailable.

A great many spplicatlons for employmesnt have been received from
inerperienced perscnnel, with applications from college students belng in
the majority. A notable change from the conditions of the last two years
regerding aveilebility of persomnel te staff the engimesring parties has been
observed, ne we now Tind that this type of ecurvey sstistant is aveilable at
" #11 of the prineipal centers of populstion.
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During the month John A, Heves, Higlwey Engimser G511, =snid
¥, B. HeDowell, Highwey Inginssr G5-9, decided to terminote their
employment in this Division snd ¥. E. Boyd, Highwey Bagineer (512,
arrived to zasume hils dobies =s Hsberizle Enginesr.

Enclosuresy Harrabive Report by District Engineer French
Harrative Report by District Enginesr Wyller



MOETHLY BEPORT
OF
ACTIVITIES IN THE JUNEAU DISTRICT,DIVISIOE TEN
FOR BHE MONTH OF APRIL 1950

The only construction motivities in the District during the
month of April were in Ketchikan on Projects 1-B7,63 and 1-D6,EL,
Progress on these two projects continned to be slow and laborious.
Since the change in personnel and field management of the projects
which took place the first part of March the progress on the projects
bas definitely improved, and wes greduelly accelerating as new equip-
ment arrived and efficlency of operations improved. However, dus to
some difficulty which arose between the contractor and the new super-
intendent, the latter left Ketchikan about the 24th of April and the
projects were wlthout 2 superintendent until the new man srrived on
April 28. Mr. Hanson, who is the Secretary and slso the Engineer in
overall charge of activities for the company, teok over the project
management in the interim between the two superintendents.

Hr. Stone, the new superintendent, is spparently a men with
conslderable previcus experlence and came {0 the projecte from the
Uteh Construction Company. While he has not been on the projects
long enough to mnke it possible to form any definlte opilnion as to
his ability and gqualifications, he gives the impression of being qual-
ified and it 1s hoped that he will be able to continue the improvement
in progress which was started by Mr, Fredericks, the former superinten-
dent.

The contractor also had some difficulty with Mr. Odin Jensen who
had the subcontract for clearing on Project 1-D6,E4, and also for driv-
ing the plling on Wards Creek Bridge. HMr. Jensen cancelled the sub-
contracts for both projects on April 28 due to nonpayment of previous
sarnings on clearing subcontract. The contractor has not 4indicated what
he intends to do to replace the cancelled subsontracts.

While the progress on these projects is still lagging, and the
management from the home office of the contractor still appears to be
somewhat inefficient, it is belleved that it is only fair to the ocon-
tractor to awalt results of the new fleld menegement before any drastic
action is taken from this office. As & matter of fact, the progress
and appearance of Projeet 1-B7,033 is, at the end of the month, better
than at any previous time, and continned improvement in efficiency of



management and operations may show satisfaoctory results within the
next few weeks, Incidentally, Mr. Martin, of Reed and Mariim,Inc.,
Contracters, who was, a2t the time of the writing of the last monthly
report, expected in Juneau for a conference with this office, never
dild appear for the proposed conference, nor has he indloated when he
will be able to appear.

The Resident Engineer on Projects 1~-B7,G3 and 1.D6,Ek, Mr.
John A, Hewes, requested to be released from hie present assignment,
and Mr, E. W. Mo0ann was assigned to the projectis on April 25. Mr,
Hewes remained on the projects until the snd of the month to assist
Mr, MeCann in getting acquainted with the work,

Project 7-A5,B2, Mitkof{ Highway, which ie algeo under contract
to Beed & Martin, Inc., is still in closed-down sitetus, Ve &re, how-
ever, advised by the contractor that the preparatory work to re-assenmble
the erushing plant will be started on the filrst of May, and a dragline
shovel and s D=8 tractor with bulldozer are te be shipped to the project
from Ketchikan on May 8th. Five new Internmtional 6 c¢c.y. trucks are
already at Fetersburg. It is expected that production of crushed gravel
will begin some time between the 10th and 15th of Mey. Since the frost
is still present in the subgrade at isolated pointas and the grade gener-
ally is etill in somewhai weskened condition after the spring thaw, it
would not have been possible %o reopen the project any earlier than now
planned,

Project 31-A7,B2, Douglas Highway, 8leo continued im 2 clossd-
down astatus during the month of April, The main reason for the con-
timned closing down of this preject is that there g still & load
limlitation on the paved section of the Glacier Eighway over whiech the
contractor for Projeet 31-A7,B2 plans to haul borrow and surfacing mater-
181, As soon as the load limitation is 1lifted, this project will de
opened for active consirnction.

Venther during the month of April wes generally coeol, with alter-
nating rain and snow showera. The thawing process has, therefore, been
very gradual and there is still some frost left in the subgrade in &
numher of the more shaded sections of the highweys adjacent to Juneau.
Tne to the gradusl thaw there were no brsakupe on any of the highways,
and all danger of serious breakups because.of frost boils ie apperently
past. There were no major slldes during the month of April, and it is
very unlikely any will ocour after thie date.



The paved section between Junsau and the Juneam Airport im-
proved somewhat during the month in that the unevenness disappeared
to a large extent, or was greatly reduced. There ie stil) some un-
evenness, particulerly in the shaded sections ¢f the highway, and it
is probable that some roughness of the pavement will remaln perman-
ently. The severe load and speed limite imposed at the beginning of
the month were partislly lifted on April 24. Speed limit on passeng-
er vehicles was raised to normal, while it is kept to 30 miles per
hour for trucks., The load limitation on trucks has been raised from
1 ton net load to one half of normal gross axle loading. A set of
precice levels was run the sarly part of the month on sections of the
most uneven portions of the pavement. The points on which these lev-
ele were taken were marked with paint, and it is the intention to rum
8 segond set of preclse lsvels over these points when iV 1s certain
that all the frost is out., Thie was done in order ito obtain a picture
of the behavior of the pavement during the thaw.

Work was resumed by the regular maintenance force at Peters-
burg, sugmented with two additionsl laborers, on Projeet 7-D2, This
project consiste of redeclking of the Falle Creek Bridge. At the end
of the month practicmslly the entire decking had been replasced and
the remaining work conseists of placing guard rail posts on one side,
and the rails and fellow guards on both sides. It is expected that
this work will take mnother week to ten days to ocomplete.

Ctherwise the maintenance operations were routine throughout
the Distriet.

_—

OBR ¥ WYLLER
District Engineer

Kay 1, 1950
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TURKABSIE 4i% PROJSEGTES

CEDR, ¥ and F=1
Hile 58 1o Pelerson Oreek

411 work remsins suspended on ths C&D, E, and F-l Projects. Snov during
the psst month has inersseed the depth of snow on the summit on the D ssetion
sporecisbly. Snow on the ground of Elle 58 ie us deep oy desper than the 20V
reporbed at that poimt lsst momth.

Section Fa?
Peterson {reek o Indisn

The engineering csmp wng re-ppened Hareh 1 snd the econtracior resumed opor-
atlions during the firsi weak of Apsil. Gzading i1s in progress south of Girdwosd
with 2 % c.y. shovel and = fleet of ¥uelid trucks houling rosdway excavetion ang
vorrow, EBrading work on the rock sections zorth of Hirdwoed e in pregress with &
2% G.¥. shovel, & fleet of Enclid trucks, alr compressors snd wagon arillas. Host
of the frosj is out of the sidehill pections and the wezther ir sulteble for good
wFopross,. Ho addltionsl sgulpment hsg been plazesd on the project slince it was ro-
Jpened. Aponrently the conitrachoer does net ssxpect to complete the work this zeason.
Completion dete for the projeci is June 30, 1081,

Piling for the norih abuiment at Kern Oreck bridge were covered by rogk
blasted from an sdjzeent evt last year. These piling have been unsovered snd weve
found %o be damaged considerably.

Ho work bns baen sitarted om the Y freated timber snd concrete bridges on this
projest.

o &pril 15 g premstore blast in o hesvy rock eut north of Girdwood, mear
stetion 1NTO, killed the entire crev of 4 men who were ipading and springing holes,
The cause of ihe Dlasi hag pot been determinsd., Investigetion was made by the
Bigtrict Office the dey of the ernlosion. A revort of the sceidsat hss not been
received Irom the conbracior.

Section F=3 (Bridges on Sec, Fu2)

fork on this project was resumed during the first week of April. Reil stsel
pliing sre being m=de and deck ferme sre being set for the two souith evans at Eern
Greek, and sisel hes been delivered for the Petsrson Craek bridze, Erection of
this steel should start in the near future., The piling st Eern Cresk vhich were
demnged by 5 blast lost year have been uncovered snd were foond to be demaged cone-
gidersbly. It will be nscessary 1o drive some sdditional piling., Some of the piles
=en be cut off below the demsged osris sni new pleces spliced on. This work is now
in progress., Sne conbtractor hos mede the 244i%ionel lengthe of piling reguired., 4All
riles are tuilt ur sections wefe Trop 3 rellrs 4 rails,
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Piling for the Indian Greek bridge sre being mnde at the bridse site,
Seetion & = Indian te Potter

Hork on this section is active both north and south of RainWow. The project
appears t0 be very well equinped =and good progress is apperently beling made, Hork
during 1949 wse confined to the section south of Bainbow,

GLE¥E HIGEWAY
Section A - Anchorage to Folmer
{48 Miles including € miles through Ft, Richerdson)

Work hes not been resumed, The Hesident Engineer and crew will arrive on the
project Hay 3. Contract eperations on washing znd screening cover aggregate shouwld
gtart soon after May 3. FProcessing and shsping bese course will start as soon as
veather permits, Arranzemente for bosrd, leodging and office space have been made
with the Bilitery suthorities st Ft, Richardson. Accommodstions of this kind have
proven very satlefsetory in the pasi.

Inspection of this vreject on April 19 indicated it had survived the winter
vesthar pnd displacements due to frest in a very satisfaciory mamner, 4% & few
pointe minor distress 1s indlcated and will be corrected when work is rssunmed,

There remains about 18 miles of bmse conrse o sheps, compset snd prime, 18
miles of plant mix paving, and substantislly 211 of the %8 miles of seal cost and
sover agegresgnte to be accomplished on this prsjeci.

Sechion B - Palmer to Mile 102 (54 miles)

Thig project in being handled by the Alaska Hopd Commissiom., HMelsughlin Ine.,
the contraciors, have resumed grading operations on the east end of the project.
Operations on hase course, priming and paving have not bean sharbed this year.

Sections B-2 and B-3 (Mile 102 %o the
Bicherdson Eighwsy junction near 8len Allen)

These projecie were awarded to Babler and Hogers Consitruvetion Go. of Pertland
by the Alacks Road Commission. The coniractors have moved to the projects and will
be starting operatioms in the near future. This work will be handled by the Alaskas
Road Commlssien from G8len Allen,

RICHAEDBOR HIGEYAY
Section A - Fairbanks to Harding Lake
{4 Miles)

Fo work is yet active on this project. Inspection of the project on April 17
jndiceted thet it came through ths winter in exesllent shape, Bo signs of distress,
axcept minor settlements which were evident lest year, were noted, The Resident
Engineer and crew will reach this project Eay 3. Headquartere will be estsblished
1t Anrora lodge, 2% the same camp used last year.



Sectlon B - Harding Lake %o Big Delts Junction
{53.1 miles)

Wo contrect work hes been regumed, excent crushing and sitockpiling. The
Begident Enginesr and erevw arrived on this project April 13 and heve beoen doing
necessnry staking preparatory to the contrecior begloning ofhsr work early in Kay.
Ingpection of the projeet April 17 indicsied it cams {hrough the winter in excellent
condition. Fo signe of distrsse in the pavement pisced lest year sre evident.

Section ¢ - Blg Pelisz Junction tc Hapids
Location Survey {40 Biles)

b party and epuipment for $his survey sre heing sesenbled in Seward. The
perty under Er, Bzns 4, Furuseth will move to the project znd start the survey
during the first week in Hay. BHeadguarters for this erevw will be initially estob-
lighed ot Buffzlo Ledge, Blg Dslisa,

EFRLE KIVER HIGEYAY
Section H-Bl Xensl River Bridge

The eomiractor resomed limited operatlicons or April 15 in removing the old
Eensi Biver bridsze. Hest of the work on bridee removal bas been scoomplighed,
fome borrow materisl hss been axcevsoied mnd hesuled for building wo the £ill where
1t was not complsted lset yenr. Fork has nolt besn shearied on plazcineg the seleoted
borroy surfags course. The project 1z in setisfachory eondition for bandling treffic.
Sorrov meberipl bhas been Dladed te grode and the project nresents s good spnesrencs,
froet 8311l remsins in the 111, snd the effect of $hiz frost coming ovt of the
ground during the coming wesks cennot be accurately preticted,

Seetion B ~ Guarts Urask locztion Burvey

Field plans hsve besn comoleted mnd most of the deaige for the grading prow
Ject expecied Yo be advertised thls yeor have beern mede. Bome right of way remaing
%o be meguired, =nd bridge aud grading pleng cempleied before the project can be
sdvertissd,

SEYARD RIGEVAY
Section 3-49 Nile 3 to 5 @rading

The Besident Engineer and 2 ersew of 3 men starited the etaking of this project
April 10, Hlope stsking i8 nov precticelly complete oné the crew bes besn reduced
$¢ 2 men, CGontrzet operations heve moti heen started., The contraector sxpscis to
start opsretions during the first wesk in Hay., The spow lg pregtiecally gone from
the hillsides, and is sbout 10® desp in the fimbered areas.

Section YB3, I Snow River Eridge

ko work ig petive bmt is expected to start sboui June 1, Pridge materisls
ers oA ordsr gnd delivery is expectsd by June 1,
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Forest Boundary %o Hile 12 Location Survey

Field plens have been completed and the projeet is under dssign in the
Divigion Office., TPractically 21l essements for right of way have been obhizl ned,
Permission %o obtaln the nscessary borrow from privelely ownad land has not yet
been ebtzined.

GEHERAL

Snowfall during the past month hag been haavier than sny momth during the
winter, There still remeins sbout 3= ft. of snow at Mile 12 and at Mile 52, There
wae & 3 ft. snowfall st Hile K2 during the week baginning &pril 16, The depth of
snow on the ground at one time excesded YL T4, which is the meximum depth resched
this yesr, The Spring breskup ig cousing some insdability in the ronds on the Eensel
Peninsula, pesrticularly on the CGooperes londing Hoszd baitween Schooner Bend aond the
Forest Boundary. Fumbrous soft spote bave developed between Hile 38 and Mile 42 on
the Cospers Lending Road. ZExeept for oscasionsl soft spote the rest of the Forest
Highway syshtewm on the Peninsule is in good condition, The Buegian Hlver - EKenai -
fomer lopd has been closed $o all traffie for dthe past $vws wesks, It hae nov been
opened %o light traffic but radio resorts indisste 3tes condition is somewhat bDne
setisfeptory for trevel,

On April 5 on a enowshoe trip wp the now rosd from Hlle 58 Hr. Thmreton,
Haintenanes Foreman, recorded the follewling depthe of snow!

¥iles up aew roaf ADproz,
from Hile 58 Denth of Snov Plevetion
b3 Silvertip Bridgs 2% ine, 660
5.3 Enst Pork Bridge 33 in, 670
Tel Branite Gresk Bridze 3% in, 150
E.2 fnokane Gresk Bridge 43 4in. D
9.3 Bertha Greeck Bridge 46 4in, 300
9.6 spprex, Sta. 20 on See. § 52 in. 960

Sineg April 5 econsiderable snov has fallen apd there has been no ofe up the
new roaf., There is resson o belisve thai the snovw was sppraciably desper on the
summit and gown the Ingram Creek gide of the pass then on this side whars messuve-
nents were made, Obssrvailong from a plane on April 20 resulied in the predietion
thet there was =zt lesst 6 fi, of ®wnow on the swamit and on the ingram Greek
{Tarnegein Arm} side of the summii., The contrmetor attempied %o send a D=8 irzctor
ur Ingrem Oreek from the north end of Ssetion D lats in Harch but the depth of snow
prevented this tractor frowm progressing more than asbout 2 miles., Snow on this
sectlon is expected %o be sonmewhat deeps? than it is en zny of the Forest Highwey
router on ths Pepinsula,

Sunow glidss he¥e occurrsd on the railrosd arcund $irdwood and cavesd some
delay in trein schedules uring the oczed month, Hlides to depths of 30D ft. or more
and 300 %6 400 ft. long have covered some aPess to be occupie@ by the new road
adjacent to the railread, BReloeation to 2void these slide aress is lspracticable,

FPhotographe are attached. Construction pregress during the month hapg not
besn conslfered sufficient to reguire sobmission of progress cherts with this report,



€35 - Furvegaln fre F-2, Iocking east at new grede from Stfa.-
1188, GContrastors 3/U4 yd, shovel working in éleience.
Lpril 1950,

636 - Turnagein srm F-2, TView of nev grode and snow slide
st Bz, 1145 from Sta. 1165, lLooking east. April 1950,



638 - Turnsgein Arm P-2, Leooking southesst slong center lizma
st snow slide at Ste. 1145, Pigare on upper slepe siske,
Aprel 1950,

-G | 249

640 - B.P.E. spesder car st snowslide at Sta. 1145 which blocked
reilroad a few hours on April 19. Iocking sountheast.
Aprid 19R0,



£4% - Tornagein Avm F-2, Looking shesd and west from Sta. 1165
at & yd. shovel piensering through blast aves,

EUD - Turnpgoin frm P-2. View west at enow slide ab Ste, 17LT.
Covers new road locstion sboub HOO! long by 154 deep.
Genter line will he 35! forightof track.



May &, 1950
To ¢ Hr. A, C. Qlark, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D. C.
EFrom 3 H. A. Stoddsrt, Division Engineer

Subjectt Excerpbs from Confidentisl Honthly Report for April 1950 for
Division Ko. 10

The spring senson is now eb advenced thot consiruction can begin
on a large seele for those projects which have been carried throvgh the
winter, During the month progress was stepped up on the Ketehikan gred-
ing vroject end construction activities were resumsd on Section Fe2 of
the Turnsagein Arm. Bridge counstruction activities wers slst resumsd on
the P-3 project loecated on the same grading unit as F-2, The Bistrict
Enginserst reports abtached hereto cover the activities in coneideraldle
deteil. The rate of progress for the Ketchikan projecis is materdislly
improvad dub manspement diffiovlties continmue, with ths ladest chonge
invelving the replacement of the project supsrintendent who hod effected
rmost of the improvement.

The progrenm lebbter whicdh carried the project on the Eensi
Paninguls for constrootion with 1950 Ferest Highwey funds hae been
approved. Progress mzds in preparation of the plans indicabes that the
pregect can be advertised for bids late 4in May.

informebion has been recoived thot the proposed legislstion
ruothorlizing funis for construction of Forest Highways in Southsnectern
Al=ska hae been forvarded %o Congress for consideretion. It is undarstood
thet notification of mction tesken will probably not bs regsived until the
endl of the preseant session, so that ackion regerding contracting of major
prejeects 4n the Juuneauw ares will aaceggarily be deferred until thet
gpproximate dnta,

Ereparstion of plens for Richerdson Highwey, Ssotion H, extending
36 milss north of Veldez also tontinued through the month snd is now aboud
@0 percent complets, Flons ars being made to begin the field survey on
Section 6 of the Richardson Highway, Big Dalia to Rapldse, early in Moy,
with some of the perscmmnsl from the design work being trpssfsrrea to the
field survey.

The Alsska Roamd Commission hag o=1led for bids %o be opensd on
Moy 4 for bridge constructicn of five steel structures crossing stresms
on the Ridhardson, Glenn, and Tok Highways., The contrzct is o0 be let on a
lwmp sum besis, using government-furnished stesl. The bridges to be cone
strucied inolude the Hebtanuske River bridgs near Pealmer, with the present
bridse being replsced due to 1ts substandard two-lane width end the
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hazardons curve at the Anchorage approsch. Anocther siructure is the bridze
over Fogle Cresk slso withlin the limlits of Section A of the Glemn Highuey.
Stesl for this bridge was previously ordered bdut was lost in the destruection
of a barge transporting the steel from Seattle %o Anchorage in the fall of
1948, Another bridge included in the contract provides for the construetion
of & npov bridee nt Shavw (reek near Mile 289 on ths Seotion B of the Richardson
Highway, This bridge will replacs 5 single lane strncture on subsisndard
alinement on the origina) highway., Under the contrsst the improvemsnt of
Section B grading and surfacing of the necessary aprroaches bas slresdy dbeen
construciad,

An ingpection trip was made of the projects on fthe interior highways
during the month of Apr{l and it was found thai swrfaces completed in the
last year ware in sxcellent conditiom, with distress limited $o sress of
very minor extent on the Section B of the Alagka Highway snd Sectionm A of
the (Glenn Highway. Plans are now bsing made to mointain a very clese in-
spection of 211 thess proJjects by gqualifisd perseomnel duwring the pext six
wosks or two months,

Considerable public intercet has besn demonsirated in the proceedings
mow before Congress Lo obiein Stadshood for the Territory of Alaska, The
gontiment in the Terribory seems to be Givided end 1t is cuestionshile vhether
more then a bare majorily of the populstion is convinced thet Stabehood would
Yo of real bemefit. The showing of reduced industrisl aciivities which has
secorred over the lsst 30 years, pariiculsrly in mining, and the ineresgsd
eost of Territorial Government heve besn imporbsnt fackors iz conslderation
of the dssue. {snerally spesiing, it sppsars thet the people in the Territory
4o not show as much concern over the possibilities of conflict in the near
future s might be antlicipated or appears to bo the prevelent thinking in the
eontinentsl Unlied States. Possibly the spparent less concern resulis from
the sbhzence of complete radio coverags or beesuse Aally newspapers from the
States are not generslly available.

Sampling of public opinien in the Southeasi =zres indicates that should
public hsarings be held during the summer on the propossl %o eliminate
aiditionsl arsas from the Haotions)l forests, this proposzl might not receive
the majority's suppori. Some civie lemders have been inclined to feel that
if this action is %sken, Forest Highwny funds might be lost bo the area
without =ny assuranes being received that other Pederal funds would be mnade
availaible.

A grest meny applicetions for employment have been recoived fron
itnexperienced personnel, with applications from college students being in
the majority. A notable change from the conditions of the last two years
regerding availebility of persomnel %o sbaff the engineering parties has been
obaerved, as we now find that this typs of survey assisiant is available at
all of the prinecipsl centers of population.



¥r, 0. Y. Mayo - Hey 4, 1950

During the month John A. Hewes, Highway Enginser GS-11, spd
¥. B. HeDowsll, Highwey Engincer (5-~9, decided to terminate their
employnent 4n this Division and ¥. K. Boyd, Highwsy 3ngineer 0512,
errivefl to essume his duties as Hslerisle Engineer,
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DRPARTHENT OF COMMBRCE BURZAU OF PUELIC ROADS

Mr. B. M. French, Distriet BEnginssr, Seward April 26, 1950

HE. A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

AN

Plenge srrange to submit your monthly narrctive reports
to readh this office abvout the first of each month, so that the

Tivision report will not be delayed in submission to Washington.

HAS:pm

cc: Files





