Ssptember 26, 1540

To ] Dr, L., I. Hewes, Chief, Western Hesdqueriers, Ban Pranecisoo,
Czlifornis

From 1 H. A, Stoddart, Bivision hnsinsar

Subjeoty Gonfidential Hopthly Report for September 19490 for

Divislon Hp, 10

Bids wers received on September 7 for two projechis on the Hitke!
Highway in the viginity of Pelersburg, thes project designotions being
7-D2 and 7-45,B2, Two bids were recsived on the bridge redecking projech
with ths low bid beine $7,000, which wee greostly in exzcess of the
enginseris eatimnte smounting to §3,000, and sccordingly it wes rscommended
thet it be rejected, Subsequently aubthority vwes reguested and received to
procesd with the reconstriction of this small project by day lsbor. On
the surfscing project three bids were received with the lowest being
$70,596.05 svbmitted by Reed & Hartin, Inc. of Feirbanks., Ths low bid
heing considersbly in exzosss of the sstimote it was recommendsd that it be
vejected, but in view of the inbderest shown in the preject it wes res@vers-
ieed for bide te be opened on the Ziet dey of 3Ssptember. On the reopening
of the bids the low bid by the sams conirnotor was reduesd o $63,0656,05,
which weg 12 percent over the estimate., It seemod apvsrent that mo bebter
pricss would be obisined by revising the project or resdvertising the werk
agein, so the low bid wee recommended Tor award.

Buring the month the UsTlanns Greek bridze ot Eetchilmun, Forest
Bighwey Projsct 1-Af, was compleled and also the Glacier Highusy project
st Junssn, Ferest Highwsy Project 2-812. Hsyse and Yhiteley begen cob-
struetion on Porest Highwey Project 31-47,B2, the Dougias bridge Ho
Douglas section of the Douglas Highwsy. Operations were bsgun with o
small corew but it is sxpected that the conbrector will inerecse his
eguipment and crew ag he is expsciing Lo complete the project this fall.
Fe Sp havling equipment, meterisls, and supplies from Seattle by barge.
Goofl progress hze continued on the Eemsl River bLridge section of the Kenael
River Eighwey, Porest Highway Projest 5-Hl. The coniractor hes grading
rneerly completed and practleslly ell of the bridge work ewcept the concrete
daecly, so it sprnenre 1ikely thet the project con be complebed thie fell.
Hsed & Mertin, Inc. heve not started work st Keichiken on the two large
Farcst Bighwey projechts to be reconstructed in thel sren under one contract,
tut thay hove arrepred for dhipment of equipment, materials, =nd supplles
bo the nroject Trom Sesbtls early in October and vwith normel mild westher
to be snbicipsbed it appesrs probsble thet e substzntisl nortion of the
work can ba complsbed this sesson,

During the monbth Section B of the Aleske Highwsy wes completed Ny
Pebler Bros. ond Ropers fonstructlen Gompeny. Completion of the project
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e year chead of schadule is congidered to bs a clesr indicstion of the
excellent organization and equipment which wers placed on the vork, =md
the vlgorous supervision exercised by the members of the firm in carrying
the vork 45 completion in one sesson.

During the month there was a continuation of the good weather
that begen in mid-August z2nd by the middle of September the rate of oon-
struction reached its pesk, vith sach of the manjor surfscing contrects
completing plent mix bituminons pevement at o Tate in sxcese of ons mile
per day., As 2 result of this good progress the psvenment was completed
from Fairbanks to Bislson field and from Bilg Delta $o = point several
miles north of the Tsnsue River brides and on the Glenn Highway from Palmer
to & polnt sboub 22 miles from Anchorage.

The Tornsgain Arm projecis a1l bensfited From the improved weather
=nd pesk rvate of production was noted for these projects also, ILyile amd

. Green are expacted Lo complete gll thair work this semson except a small

partion of the gredingz sad finishing on Sselion B, which extends from the
nouth of Quartz Cresk on Tnrnsgein Arm to the cummii between Quartz Cresk
and Oranite Oresk. 'The Hex J. Eunsy Company on Section ¥2, with the
sddition of another large shovel end hauling equipmsnt, conbinumes o im-
provs ids rate of progress.

Additiocmsl survey work nmderisken on Section H of the Bichardsun
Highvey sxbending from ¥oldez %o s polnt 35 miles morth is sboul complaied
=nd the parbty will spon bs moved to Beciion ¥ of the seme highway,

Aerisl reconnsigsance of the route suggested to conmect Portage
and ¥hitiler vas made during the month =md the comclusion reached thei it
uag physicelly practiealle, but the study hes not yet been cerried %o the
sbsge of the preparation of za sstimats,

Information has been ressived thet Alasks Bosd Commission in
cooperation with the Alssla Freight Lines will keep the Richardson Highwey
open for traffic during the voming winter, including the Thompson Pass
section, It is understood Fhat the trucking firm will placs two large
robary plows, btwo V! vlews epnd two motor pairols om the work and will
apenms THll responsibility for plowing snoy on the seciion from Mile 19
to Kile 3B, vhich seciion covers the hesviesd snov ares ~nd straddles the
sumetd ah Hils 25,5, The btrucdking company will slso conbributs $30,000
to the Aleasks Boad Commission Yo sssish in clesring snow on the sectlions
spprosching the swnmii,

During the month an ingpection of the Alsgke Forest scotiviities
end roads vas made by Hr, Lyle ¥atts, Chief of the Forsst Serviece. Ee
shawed grest interest im road construction and sypesred to fover further
improvenment of the Seward to Mile 58 section of the Seward-Anchorage
Bighwey, end 2lso further improvement of the Eenal River Fighway.

On August 29 the Junesu Spruce Corporation sawmill in Junean was
destroyed by fire. I%t appears thet economic conditions sre ot favoralle
for reconstruction and it probably will not be rebuilt fer saversl yesars.
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Thig disester will have considareble zffeed on the Junssu arss of
veg the Cepitolls lergest single industry excludine $he flqh ﬂﬁ 3
which is sszsonsl in neture,

%
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The Alsske Bpoe@ Commlesion hns been furnished funds from the
Tressury for opersbting egqusl io ths smounbs expenigd in July, August,
end Saptember of lsst yesr bub since there wers ne considersble eontracte
aetive at thst time the funds now meds avellstls are insufficisnt %o
finsnes £11 of the current zelivities. It appears, thersfore, thet i
the Intarior Department's aporopriztion bill 4is not passed at an esvly
dete there will be insufficient funis $o pay contrmctors' estimates due
sbent Oetobar 5 for the vwork done in Sspbember, %+ ig expeeted that the
Gelay in proceasing veyments $o the conmirschbors will not e=geesd ten days
or two wesks, Sufficgient fumds are oan hand to meet sngimsering pey rolls
in October for Fublic Bozds' sodivities finsncesd by the Rosd Commission
funis,

Enslosureat Berretive Be ort by District Hoglnesr Franch
Barrvedive Revort by Bistrict Bnginescr Wyller
Progreas grapns on Turnagein ATm
Progrsssn gra@hﬁ on Interier rerd projests

HASsop
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BAERRATIVE BEPORY FOR

SEPTEMBER 1049

TURHAGLLIE ABM PROJECLE
Sectlons 0 & D = Hile B8 o (uartz Oreck

ALl clesring on both sections is pbowt 90% somplete nnd there remsins
orly sbout = wmils where no gradineg work hes been done, Progress during the
pest month hss been very goed, Buring the pest week however, it hes rzined
elmoet continuously snéd mud betwean sintions 2B5 snd U400 on Section D hes
sloved progress on the scrapsr work precticslly b0 e standstill, Further
substentisl progress this year will depend upon the weether, Completion this
year wvithin the time 1limit{ is very unlikely, Drilling work iz =till going
on with good progress on the rock sections remsining on Section I, Eelected
borrov surfsce hae been pleced on = considersble part of Ssciion €, sloping
and elesnup sre belns performed snd the sscHion is shopling we nleely,

£11 bridges have been cowplebed except for hendreil, siripping forms,
ruabbing surfeoss, peinting pund genersl clesnup of the sites, Hone of the
briéges ore back{illed end in gervice, The cuclity and worlmasnship ol the
bridge constroction ere considered sxesllent,

= fnarte Greck to Poriage

it

Seption

Greding sgein beeome setive on this progject during the pest month, The
2% Go¥. shovel thet has been on Ssction Fel is mow beok on this projsct,
Torrov to compleie the grading work is being heouled from the pit et Sta, 706,
Eridzes are bdbeing beckfilled and spprosch fills ere being completed with this
maberisl, This work snd the remcining small smount of roefwsny exeesvetion
should be completsd within the next month, 411 12 of the treetle bridges have
been compleded except ersection snd painding of hendreil, rip rep on the spprozch
Tille snd genersl clesnyip of the sites, All sre now in service slihough &£11
baokfill end spnresches svre net yeb complete, The (meryiz Oreesk Eridge i
complete ezcent for deck, curbs snd hendrsil,

Cleemup worlk is undervsy and this project should be completed this
yeer,

Section F=1 - Portnge to Peterson Ureek
Groding work is complets excernt for a2 light surface course of borrov to

come from the pit =% Fortsage, Fills szre well sloped, clecnup is virtunlly
commlete end the project presents = good spoesrence, The surfece meterisl to



- oome from Forlage cannot be hauled unti) after the Twenty Mile Bridge deck hgs
cured snd is opened for treffic as the bridge lies bebween this section and
the source of materiel,

All bridge work is complete except ersotion and peinting of heandrsil end
gepersl clespup, Only one of the bridges, the 2 span structure nesr the beglo-
ning of the preject, is open for treffic,

This project should be completed within the next month,

Section Fe? = Peterson Oreek to Indisn

Rough grading has been subsirntizlly completed for sboul 2 miles on esch
side of Girdvood end is progressing setisfoctorily, VYork during the psst month
hes been confined chiefly to the hesvy grading Just north of Girdweood thet wes
covered by the chrnge of moving from the gidshill to the bench, The henvy rock
£111 for the reilread {covered by the chengs) is sbout 85% complete and work
is in progress with » 3 o,y. shovel end Euelid trucks, & P} c,y, dragline hos
been put in operstion during the ppst month on the stripping of wasuiteble
meterdzl end removing sturps and down timber chead of the line chenge, The
rock out adjacent to the Kern (reek Bridge is drilled pnd should be shot wlthin
n few 4nys, This will encble the bridge controctor to make better progress on
this structure, York south of Girdwood, except bhe drilling at Kern Crsek,
hes besn stopped end ecuipment is mov working north of Girdwsod, UCompletion
of rowgh greding from Girdwood bo Peterson Oresk ihis year vwhich would provide
nighwey acgess to Glirdwornd from Forbage sppesrs very uwnlikely,

So work has been done on the Y trested timber trsstle bridges on this
project, These bridges have precssi eoncrate stringers snd concrete decks,

bl

The design ies identicsl to thetl veed on the trestles on Sections E and F=1,

Section F-3 {Bridzes on F=2 Section)

(lacier Creek Bridge iz ocomplete except ereciion snd peinting of hend
reil, removing deck forms, clesnup, etc, Seals have been poursd for the pisrs
and piling driven for the sbutments on the EKern (resk Bridge and one pier is
formed, Rail steel piling, which ere proving to be very satisfactory, have
been fsbriceted for the Peiterson Cresk Bridge st the extreme south end of the
project znd pile driving st this site should stert im a few drys, There remain
two bridges, Bird Cresk end Indimn COreek, between Girdwood snd the north end
of the project on which no work hes besn done,

Section & = Indizn td Postter

Fhis section is under centrzet by the Alaska Roilroad, This ssctlon is
very well squipped with 8rilling, heuling snd shovel eguipment =nd excellent
progress is being made, The contreotor hns established hesdeuerters =% Eainbow
and it is understood he hes 200 to 300 men emnloyed, The rock points traversed
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by the line outside the present rullroszd szre being blreted end in many coses
the meterisl cen be pushed both weye inte the Fills with dozers without shovel
lowding =nd hewling, 1t is this type of operstion thet is pertly resnonsible
for the good srogress bsing mede, This roek work will likely be ernrried on
further into the winter then our work op Turpegse=in krm.

GLERE BIGHWAY

Section A - Anchorsge to Pelmer (including
Seotion thru ft, Richeréson) ( 4B miles)

211 greding work is 907 complete and good progress continvas to be made,
Yegther during the pest month hne improved somsvhet ond better progress hne
been mode on nll work, Most of the fille reauirine sdditionsl dborrevw o obiain
the recuired sisBility heve been placed in ssiisfsctory nondition,

Plsnt mixz paving hes been pleced from sbout Mile 23 to Hile 48 at Palmer
2t the north end of the project, a distenes of sporoximztely #5 miles, Bose
course hsg been placed for an esdditionel ¥ miles to shout ¥ile 18, Paving
bedvween ¥ile 23 oné Hile 19 is expscted to be pleced from the present ssphalt
vlant sel wp &t Hlle 25 this yeser before the plent is moved to Fit, Richsrdson,
Prime coat has been pleoed under 1l plent wix surfeoe except betwesn Eile 30
and 35,5 a8d Kile 36,3 end 3% vhere lack of exposurs hes not permitied the
sompeetel bese course to 4ry out sulficiently for effective priming, Vhere
the prime comt wot omitied, the thickness of $he prving wne increased 1fY inch
to 1 3/4 inches. Bsse preperstion and comprotion whers prime comt has not been
ussd heve been very good and it is felt thst ecunlly 28 good a Jjob ig being
ohtzined without the prime ceost 25 with it,

Base course meteriasl for the first & miles out of Anchorege hes been
producsd snd stock piled =% the pit nesy Merrill Field sbout 2 miles out of
Anehorsge, Bvery effort is being made o gst the 0ity of Anchorage to complete
the websr Lline thet follows the ropd from Ancherege te and partly within Fi,
Eicherdson zs goon ns possible so this stock piled meterisl car be placed on
this & mile ssebtion,

& crusher in the pit inside ¥Ft, Richzrdeson is preoducing nlant mix
sgeregate for the first 19 milee out of Anchorsge., Froduction of bnse course
and pleacing it on the eesterly 5 te 6 miles within P4, Richordson will be
etorted sbouy October 1, 3By Cetobver 1, westher permitting, the asphslt plent
now st Hile 25 will complete gll plent mix nerth of Hile 10 znd will be moved
to the stock pile of plent mlx aggreg-te st the Ft, Hicherdson pit, TFeving
this year from this set up will depend upon the westher,

Bree course gurfseing from Anchorsge throwgh Ft, Richerdson should be
completed by Cctober 15 to 20 snd will provide z servicerble rosd through this
erss even if ne paving is done this yeer,

Completion of the project this yerr spresrs wnliksly dbut the contracior
is ptill striving towsrd this objective,
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Section B - Palmer to Hile 102 (5L Eiles)

This section ls under contrsct to He Leughlin, Inc, end is being handled
by the Alasks Boad Oommission, 4 recent trip over the project indicated good
progress on the grading is belng made, Oonsidersble meateriel that is being
excavated and warted has the spoesrence of being ressonsbly 4ry and suitsble
if 1% were covered with s ressonsble 1ift of borrow,

A orushing plant hes been sot up and several miles of bhase course have
baen ploced,

RICHARDEDN EIGHWAY

Section A = Failrbanks to Harding Leke (U Hiles)

Progress during the past monbh has improved es weather has not been ss
wet ag previously reparted. Roadury exesvation is approximately 90% complete
and borrovw is sboud ?5; complete, Thers is a section aboub & miles long on the
soubth end of the project smd short isolpted sections elsewhere where there hes
Yeen np horrow placed, The grading work is in progress with 3 = 2% 0,¥. machines
=nd numerous oat and seraper cutfits, The contractor plamns %o complete subse
tenbislly sll grading work in 2 or 3 wesks snd move two of the &5 ¢.¥. machines
%0 sdjscent Section B,

Approximutely 25 miles of plant mix psvement, 31 miles of prime ocoat,
and 33 miles of bnes course on the ssetion exiending south from Fairbenks have
been placed, A1l of the additlonmszl bnse courss and aboui 50% of the pdaitionsl
plant @iz sggregste reculred has been produced and stock piled, Une of the
grughers on this project will be moved to Sectlon B in a fevw dsys, The Gafliney
Boad extension to Ledd Field has been completed, Progress on the paving has
besn good during the past month and sbout one mile of pevement is placed for
each full day of two shifts thst the asphalt plani is opsrsied, It may not bs
precticsble to prime during the coming few weoks vhen paving czn be done this
Fall but experiense po far indicnies an ecuelly good job can be obtnined without
prime by providing 1" extra thickness end toking the necessary care in pree
paring end meintsining the base course, No seal coat or cover sgeregcide have
been placed, .

Pavement of s good cuslity is being obteined with 52 of materinl 3/
to Mo, Y snd U739 of minus Fo, B, About 5% of BC~3 asphslitic materisl is
being used, Hiding cuslities of the finished pevement are generzlly good,
Some slight pettlements of the grede heve ocourred sbout 9 miles south of
Feirbonks where the Tensns River overfloved s=nd setursbted the £ills snd thawed
the frozen ground undernesth the fills, The river did not reeoch sn elevzilion
higher then the pzvement surfrce but level of the overflow water wes within »
foot of the pavement surfrce, The riding cuslities of this short section of
pavement have been impeired to seme extent but the drmege is not considered
gerious, In this ares the %terresin is practicslly without gradient and the srea
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-tes betwesn the Chene and Tansns Rivers, To control the Tsnsnes end Chens to

the extent of keeping flood weters from resChing the rordway fille would recuire
extensive flood control works,

The contractor is emoloying sbout 260 men on the project and working 2
shifts & dsys & veek on most prerstlons, Flant mix peving is in progress on
only 1 shift due tc temperstures not permitiing 2 shifit oparstion, This peving
vork is done on Sundsys also when wenther ig faversble, The project is eboul
75% ocomplete =nd every effort is being mede to complete this yesr, The chances
of epmpleting it this yesr, hovever, eppesr remptbe,

Sectien B » Harding Lrke to Big elts Juncilen

Progress on this section contimues %o lag behind schedule =lthough 1t hes
improved some during the past month, & 20 mile saction of the nrojeet 2£ill has
hed no work done on it. The project as » whole ie ghond 4% complete, ¥ost of
the greding work during the paost month exclusive of borrew has been confined o
the Canyon Uresk Section where the rosdwey and edjscent chanmel veecuired con=
sidersble changing, Other greading work consists of heuling and plreing of borrow
with 1 =~ 1% o.¥. 2nd 1 = & ¢,¥., mzchines snd trucks, The contrsctor expests to
move £ - £i c.¥. mechines to this section from sdjzeent Section A within 2 or 3
weeks and thus speed w the grsding on this project,

Flent mi¥ peving hes been pluced on = section pbout 1% miles long extends
<ng north frem Iig Telis to shout Hile 282.5, The wlanit is being moved o the
pext set wp st Hile 296 from which paving will be placed betwesn 282,5 and 306,
Pyogrens from the plant set up st PO6 vwill Aepsnd to & concidersble degres on bhe
wvepther, The peving vlseed to dete has g good sppesrsnes and riding enelliies,
¥o ssp1l cont hss been vlaced,

brae gourse surfsoing has besn nlzoed on the first 20 mile sectlon extend-
ing north from Big Delts. 1%t i expectsd thet one of the crushers from Ssotion
i will be movad to this section within s wesk or two snd this will mooelersie
the orofuetion of bess end plent wmix agrrapois,

Prime co=t hus been plpced with very good results con sll of the bese
course between ¥ile 282,80 and Bir Delds, 1§ is doubtful 4 vrime ce=n be successg=
fully pleced during the remeindsr of the working seanson aond if further paving is
socommlished from the next psphelt plsnt set up it will likely be necosssry o
permit the contreetor to puve on sn unnrimed bese 28 hee been successfully done
on some short sections of ths Glemn Hipghwey,

The contreetor is employing sbout 180 mern, Oompletion during the current
yvesr is impostible with the ecuipment on or likely to be plszced on the project,
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Section 5-B1, Coopers Landing Bridge

Progress hes slowed down some during the pest month, Olearing, grubbing
end grading work are probebly 90% complete, Pile bents sre complete and precest
goncrete stringers mre in pleee on the bents, Eridge work is now weliting for
deck forms to be released from the Twenty M¥ile Bridge on Turnsgein Arm Ssotion
Fel, W%hen forms sre sveilsble work on the deck will procesd, Ilsck steel and
ageregote gre on hand, The contrachtor plans to complete the work {hls yesr,

Section B = (mertz Oreek Locstion Survey

Loss of men returning 4o echool and vee of the remsininrs men on eon-
struction enginearing on the {oopers Landing Bridge and 3-AC0 Grading Project
nes reterded progress on this work, The old survey down Deves Greek has been
retirpced =nd s4ditionel topography needed for & suitable projeotion is belng
telten, Additionsl lines are recuired vhere the old Daves Oreek line will be
tied o the existing rosd sbout Mile 42 on the Goopers Lemnding Kornd; aund nesr
File 38 vhere & Y junotion bebveen the Ooopers Luanding rosd end the Hoose Fasp-
Hope road will Be regulred, Ho vork hegs besn done gn the lims en the lske shors
nesr Bopers Lodge,

SEHARD FORRET HIGHVAY
Seobion 3=A8, R, R. Crossing to Hile 5

swerd has been mede do Lytle and Sreen on the basis of their low hig
of $137,062,00,

An engineering party in chergs of Hens Puruseth has been ectsblished on
the project snd cleering and grubbing hes been stsked, The conbtracteor expects
to stert clearing and grubbing sbout October 1, CLonstruetion of the concrete
box culvert is expected to be completed this Fell, Progress this yesr on the
rest of the werk will devend lsrgely on the westher,

Ssetion 3=E%, I Snow River Bridge

bLwerd hps been mede to Kell snd Fetermsn on the bnsie of thelr low bid
of 5104,549,00, The contrzctor's plen of operetion is to drive the piling this
Fall, All other werk will be done next yesr, ¥o work has yet been staried on
thes project,

It is plsnned %o handle the sngineering work resulred this yesr from
Sopers Lodge where the engineering perty handling the Coopers Lending Bridge
snd Cuarty Oreek Survey is locsted,



Forest Poundsry « Mile 12 Loostion Hurvey

This project hes been looked over with Pivision Office representctilives
snd & teniatlive locction hes been selected, This lecstion ¥will follow genersily
the rrilroed from Hile § to Hile § =nd treverses the some =ven ss the present
rogd from Kile & to Kile 12 Dut will very meterislly improve the slignment
shrough this section, Ingineerings crevs hendling this survey will slao do the
necessery engineering work on the grzding betwean the rsilroat crossing sad Hile
5, This crew will be built up to the restired strength as soon ne men can be
trensferred from other projects or hired for this survey vork,

SEVAED DISTRIOL Mg IRTRBARGE OPERATIONE

The work of placing selected msterizl surfscing betweesn Hile 13 znd Hile
1% ie s%ill in progress, Heevy reing during the psst month heve mede it
necessary to interrupt {this work from time to time to replsoe weshed out eulveris,
remove drift from under bridges and do routine blsting to meimtnin the rosd for
traffic,

POESORHEL

Traring the month of Septembser we have lost sbout B0 men from =11 projescis
in the Pistrict, nost of vhom have returned to schoel., To dete only sbout
half of these men heve been replaced, Preceticelly sll replscoements hired hove
besn men without elther educsiion or emperience, Beverzl other experispced men
zre sxpected to resign next month end the persomnel situntion is sxpectsd bo be
somevhst sovte, pertlionlerly ou the survey work north of Sewerd, unitil seme of
the interier projects closs down end experienced men from these crews can be
mzde avaellsble,

Photogrephs and progress chnris pre being submitted herewith,



EVEK Gl Furnsgain irm, Section . Ereciing stecl bent en Pry
Gnlch bridas,
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Eepsi Ziver Elghwey SeBl, View >
exet from sis. HELEOD,



EVE 8.2 Turnagein Arm, Seciion B, Iooking down Tinomn Oreek Thennel
change., 3Bridze steel in placs snd rendy for desk forms.

RVE -3 Turngesin ivm, Section D, View ghesd from sta. 156 towsrd
the surmit. Bight of vey bers been stripped. Drllling not
storbsd.



BHF €=l Section 4, Glenn Hiphwey avenst 16, 1049
Vigw north from sta. 1781. FPlent miz with ne
szl oF pover,

B bu2 Sewsrd Eighwny, Shows tyvlesl nerrov rection,
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HORTHLY REPORT
ON
ACTIVITINS IF THE JUERAU DISTRICY. DIVISION TEE
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTINBER 1949

The favorable wecther condltions which prevelled during August
continued in September in the Interior of Klaska. ¥Progress on the sur-
facing project on Alasks Highway, Section B, continued to be very good.
Final inepection was made on September 15, at which time the project
wes accepted, with the exception of miner cleanup work vhich was com-
pleted on September 17. The inspection wes made by representstives
from the Buresu of Fublic Hends Division Offlece and District Office,as
well as representatives from the Alasks Road Oommiseion. The projest
ge 1% was finfehed 1e 8 credit te the contracters, Bebler Bros, &
Rogers Construction Uompany who, in spite of the adverse weather condi-
tione, mannged to complete the work practierlly on the schedule origin-
slly set by themselves. Constructlon started Nay 17, 1949 =nd the
sontract provided for completion by August 31, 1950.

In Seuthesstern Alssgka the fall reine eteried the first part of
Sepiember and heve been more or less continuous since then. Freject
16-43,52,03,D2, Wrangell Highway, wes dermant from the beginning of the
month, bui was reactivated September 14, at which time the contractor
wae perititted to backfill over the conerete box cuivert at Institute
Creek. Thie work was complebed on September 20. At thie time 5 semi-
fipal inspection was made from the District. There wag 2 considerable
smount of cleanup work left to be done, &s well zz some additionsl shaping
ané tleding on the grevel surface. The contracter moved his equipment out
on September 22 and the clesnmup work ig now being done by 2 grader operat-
pr znd two lshorers. It is expsoted thet thies work will be finidhed before
the end of September,

Heed and Hertin, sueceseful bidders on Tonpgaes Highway Prejecte 1-B7,G63
and 1-D5, B4, were notified to proceed with the work on September 13, Se far,
the gcentroctors heve made no move in opening the work. A portion of the
foevernment-fornished materisls for the projects hes been received, such es
2 partisl shipment of culverts, reinforcing steel, bridge herdwsre, and ad-
ditionsl shipments asre expecied within 2 short time.

Frogress ob Froject 3-A7,B2, Greding and Burfaeing on the Douglasg
Hishway, hoe been setisfoctory. At the end of September epproximstely 958
of the clearing and grubbing will have besn completed and the exeavation is
well nnderway. The contrectors have nseombled a considersble amount of
aquipment for the preject, most of which arrived from the States DYy scow on
Septerber 16. It 1s ectimated that the project will be 157 complete e of
the end of the month, and it is belleved thet progress next month will



shov concliderable improevement ms other phases of the work are openaa
vp and additionsl eguipment is employed.

The survey of Section H of the Richardson Highwey is practlomlly
compieted ns of this date. MHost of the crevw has beenh moved %o (opper
Center to work on the survey of Section ¥, Richerdson Bighwey. I% 1s
snticiprted thet the remainder of the work on Zection H will be com-
pieted by September 28, at whioch time the remaining membere of the orew
will be moved io fopper Center. BSlnce the completion of the surfecing
project on Aloskn Highwey, BSection B, the enginecring crew from thst
pro ject has been engaged in meking surveys £t Lsclated points on the
Almgkn Highway, Bections 4 and B, The work on Section A is practically
completed and it 1s expected that the men engnged in this work will be
moved to Copper Center on September 28 tc¢ sesist in the survey of Sec-
tion ¥, Bicherdson Highway. 7The ¢raw now %arking on Almska Highway,
Ssetion £ will probably be trensferred to Bichardson Highway., Section
¥ early in Oetober. It is estimated thet the survey on Richardsen High-
weEy, Sections ¥ and H, will be completed by Oatober 20,

Bids for the eonstrugbtion of hlaska Foregti Highway Projeat 7-25.B2
ware opened by the Divizion 0ffice on September 21, and the bid of Heed
and Martin wae recommended for swerd. The bid included only the resur.
facing. and the riprap protecilon originally iancluded in thle projsoct
wog omitted. The District hasz beeon authorised to proeesd with the riv-
rap on a day labor basls. IV ia the plen to utilize the 1/2 cubic yard
chovel, assigned o the District, for this work. Yhe shovel ie nt
present in Cordova, where 1% has besn used on extraordinary melntensnece
work, which new hes been complebed. Due to the very aiffiouwlt treneport-
zbion copditions, it may moi be poseibls to send the shovel to Petereburg
in time o do the work this fall, %his is not beliseved to be too serious,
since the erosion of the bank,which ls o be pretected by the riprsp. is
comparatively slow and che more winter shouvld not sggravete the sitvation
materially. The work, however, will be done zs socn 2g it 1s practical
to do so.

The Distriet was also muthorized to procsed by day labor on
hleske Forest Blghuay Project 7-D2, which consiste of redecking the Fella
Oreck Bridge. %his project was originally advertised on the basis of
Government-furnished lumber, but mo sstisfactory tids wers obiained. The
hardware and expsneion Joint msterisle wers, however, to heve been furn-
ished by the comiractor. mnd had to be ordered vhean the project was
anthorized to de dene by day labor. As soon e this meterisl hes arriv-
ed the project will be initisted, utilizing our own maintenance forces,
augmented by additionsl Vemporary employees.



The maintenance ectivities throughoeut the Metrict were rouviine
during the month, although the excesfingly hesvy reins caused con-
sldersble damsge to the dreionge gystems of the verious highways. Jhe
damege wes, however, not upusual for this time of yemr, except at

Cerdove where heovy demage, due to & three dey reinstors, haz been re-
perted.

(L.
September 25, 194S CHE ¥ ,WILLER
Metriet Englneer







Sepbember 26, 1949

To :  Fr, A, G, Glark, Acting Depuby Commissioner, Weshingbon, D. C.
Trom ¢ H. A, Stoddart, Division Englinser

Subjoott  Ixzeerpts from Oonfidentisl Monthly Report for September 1049 for
ivision Ho,. 10

Bids were received on Sepbember 7 for two projects on the Hitkof
Highway in the vieinity of Petersburg, the project desigaztions beling
7-D2 ond 7-£5,B2, Two bids were veosived on the bridegs redschking project
with the low bid beinz §7,000, which was grestly in excess of the
ensineer's estimote mmounting to 53,000, and acsordingly it was recommended
thet 4% be rejected. Subseguently euthority was reowesied and recelved %o
procsed with the reconstruction of this small prejsct Yy doy lsbver, On
the surfnoing project three bids were received with the lowsst being
$70, 596,05 submitied by Reed & Martin, Inc. of Frirbenks., The low bid
baing eonciderably in sxzcess of the esbimnbe it wae recommended that 1t be
rejeched, but in view of the intersst shown in the preject it was readvert-
fsed for bide %o be opensd on the Zlst day of Septesber. On the recpening
6f %he bidas the low bid by the same contrector was reduced $o $63,048.05,
vhich wae 12 peroent over the estimste. It seemed apparent that no bebter
priess would be obieined by revising the projsct or readvertleing the work
pralin, so the low bid wes reconmanded for award,

Turing the month ths Carlanne Oresk bridgs at Ketehikan, Ferest
Bishwsy Project 1-A4, was completed end slso the Gleeler Highway project
ph Junesn, Forest Hirshway Projeet 2-A12. Hoyes and vVhiteley hesgen son-
shruetion on Forest Bighway Projsct J1-A7,B2, the Douglas bridzse to
Dougles ssction of the Douglae Highwey, Opsretions ware begun with &
smell erev bub 4t is expsoted that the contracior will imcresmse his
oguipment and crew as hs ie expecting $o complete the project this f=ll.
Yo is havline equipmsnt, maferislas, and suprlies from Beetile by bargs.
Good nrogress hee continued on the Kenel River bridge section of the Kenel
River Highwey, Forest Blghwey FProject 5-¥l. The contractor has grading
nsarly completed and precticelly a1l of the bridge vork exeevrt the concrsle
deck, mo it zppears likely that the projeot csn bs completed this Lsll.
Baed & Mertin, Inc. have not staried work af Estchiken on the two large
Forest Bighuny vrojects to be reconstructed in that area under one contract,
Tt they heve arrenzed for shipment of eguipment, materials, ond supplies
to the project from Seettle e=rly in October and with normsl mild westher
%o be anticipnted it appears probable thaot a substsntis)l portion of the
work czn be complebted this season.
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During the month Ssction B of the Alaske Higlway was completed by
Babler Bros. and Rogers Consiruction Company, GCompletion of ths project
a2 year shead of schedule is considerad to be a dlesr indicstion of ths
excellent organization end equipment which were pleced on the work, and
the vigorous supervision excercised by the members of the firm in carrying
the work to completior in one sesson.

During the month there was z contimuation of the good wenther
thet begen in mid-August srd by the middle of September the rate of con-
struction reached 1is perk, with ench of the major surfacineg contracts
comrleting plant mix bitumlnons pavement st a rate in oxssss of one mils
por day. As a result of this good progress the pavement was completed
from Fairberks to Bielson Tield snd from Big Delta to a point several
miles north of the Tanons River bridre and on the Glenn Highwey from Polmer
to » poind about 22 milos from Anchoraze.

The Turnsgain Arm projecis s11 benefited from thes improved weather
exd pesk rate of preduction was noted for these projeebts alse, Lytle and
freen are szpected to complede 211 their work this sseson except s small
rortion of the grading =snd finiching on Bection D, which exienis from ths
month of Quarts Crask on Tornunpsin Azm te the sumdd Dbebwesn (usriz Cresk
and Oranite Orsek, Tho Eax J., Runey Company on Ssction T2, with the
sidition of another large shovel =ad houling equipment, continmes o in-
prove itz rete of progress.

Adaitions]l survey vork underisken on Soction B of the Ridherdson
Bishway extending from Valdez to a point 36 miles nmorth is about completed
end the party will soon be moved to Section F of the seme highway.

Aerisl roconneissancs of the roubds seggested te comnent Porisze
end ¥Yhittier was made during the month ond the condlusion reached that it
wes vhysleally practiecsble, but the study hes not yot been wiea to the
stazz of the preparation of an astimsbe,

Information has been received thst Alaske Rozad Copmission in
cooperebion with the Alacka Freighd Lines will keep the Richsrdsen Blghway
open for traffic during the coming winter, including the Thompson Pass
sechion. It 4s undersiood that the trucking fimm uil‘i Plaoe tve lares
rotery rlovs, two VP plows end two mobor peircls on $he work and will

“pasume £l responsibility for plowing snow on the sachblon from Mile 19
te Mile 38, which section covers the heoviest snow area &pd siraddles the
sumnid ot Bile 25,5. The truckins company will slso sentribute $30,000
$¢ the Aesske fopd Commission fo assist ia clearing spov on the ssoilons
gppreschine the summnit,

During the month an inspection of the Aleska Forest sctivities
and romds was meds by Hr. L¥le Watis, Chiefl of the Forest Servics. He
showed great inderest in rosd construoction and appesrsd $o favor further
improvemant of the Seward to Eile 58 ssction of the Ssward-Anchorage
Fighwsy, and slso further improvemenit of the Renul River Highwsy,



-3

On fugusy 29 ths Junesu Spruce Corperstion sewmill in Junesu was
destroyed by fire, 1t appesrs thet economic conditions are not favorable
fer reconsgtruction and 14 probebly will not be rebuilt for seversl Feers.
This disgaster will have considerable affect on the Junean szrea as if
wes the Cepitolls largest single industry excluding the fishing indusiry
which 1s sessonal 4in nature.

The Aloska Boad Commiscion has been Ffurnished funds from the
Treseury for opersting epusl %o the smounts expended in July, Aungusi,
and September of lest yesr bul since there vers no considerable contrachs
active st thel time the fuands povw mside avallable sre insuflicient io
finznes =11 of the current sctivities., It appesrs, thersfore, that it
‘the Interior Depsrtmeni's sppropristion bill is not passed =% an serly
date there will be insufficient funds to poy contrazctors! estimstes due
aboud Deteber 5 for the work done in Seplember., It is expsctsd thet the
deley in processing peyments to the econtractors will not exceed ten days
or %twp veeks, Sufficient funde are op hond to mest engineering pay rolls
in October for Public Roads? scbivities finonced by the Road Uommission
funds,

Eneolosures:  Progress graphs on Turnsgain Arm
Progress graphs on Interior road prejechs
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