
September 26, 1949

To $ Dr, L, I. Hewes, Chisf, Western Headauarters, Gan Francisco,
Onl Liornia

From 3 H, A, Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subject: Gonfidentiel Monthiy Report for September 1949 for
Division Bo. 10

Bids were received on September 7 for two projects on the Hitko?
Highway in the vicinity of Petersburg, the prejeat designations being
7-2 and 7-A5,B2. Two bids were received on the bridge redecking project
with the low bid being $7,000, which wae grestly in excess of the
engineer's estimate amounting to $3,000, and sccordingly i+ wes recommended
that £6 be rejected, Subsequently authority was requested and received to
procead with the reconstruction of this small project by day labor. On
the surfacing project three bids were received with the lowest being
$90,596.05 submitted by Reed & Martin, Inc. of Fairbanks, ‘The low bid
baing considerably in exeses of the estimate it was recommended that it be
rejected, but in view of the inberest shown in the project it was readvert-
ized for bids te be opened on the 21+ dey of September. On the reopening
of the bids the low bid by the sams contracter was reduesd to $63,046.05,
which was 12 percent over the estimate, It seemed apparent thet no better
prices would be obtained by revising the project or readvertising the work
agein, so the Low bid was recommended for award,

During the month the Carleanna Greek bridge ot Ketchikan, Forest
Righwey Project 1-44, was completed and also the Glacier Highway project
at Junseeu, Ferest Highvay Project 2-Al2. Heyes end Whiteley began con-
strustion on Forest Highvsy Pre ject 31-A7,B2, the Douglas bridge to
Douglas section of the Douglas Highway. Operations vere begun with e
small crew but it is emected thet the contractor will inerease his
equipment and erew as he is expecting to complete the project this fail.
Ee is havling equipment, materials, and supplies from Seattle by barge.
Good progress has continued on the Benei River bridge section of the Kenai
River Highvey, Forest Highway Frojeot 5-BL, The eontractor hes grading
nearly completed and practicelly ell of the bridga work except the concrete
deck, so it appears likely that the project can be completed this fell.
Reed & Martin, Inc. have not started work et Ketchiken on the two large
Forest Highway projects to be reconstructed in thet erea under one contract,
but thay have arranged for shipment of equipment, materials, and supplies
to the project from Seattle early in October and with normel mila weather
to be anticipated it appesrs probable thet a substantial portion of the
work cen be completed this sezson,

During the month Section B of the Aleska Highway was completed by
Babler Bros. end Rogers Construction Company. Completion of the project
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a year ehead of schedule is considered toe be a clear indicetion of the
excellent organization and equipment which were placed on the work, and
the vigorous supervision exercised by the members of the firm in carrying
the work to completion in ene sezson.

During the month there vas a continuation of the good weather
that began in mid-August and by the middle ef September the rate of con-
struction reached its peak, with each of the major surfecing contrects
completing plant mix bituminous pavement at a rate in excess of one mile
per day. As a result of this good progress the pavement was completed
from Fairbanks to Rielson field and from Big Delta to a point several
miles north of the Tanane River bridge and on the Glenn Highway from Palmer
to a point about 22 miles from Anchorage.

fhe Tuornegain Arm projects all benefited from the improved weather
and peak rate of production was noted for these projects also, Lytle and

. Green sre expected to complete all their work this season except a small
portion of the grading and finishing on Section BD, which extends from the
mowth of Quarts Gresik on Tprnagein Arm to the summit between Quart: Oresk
and Granite Creek. ‘The Mex J. Eunsy Company oa Section F2, with the
addition of another large shovel ani hauling equipment, continues to in-
prove its rate of progress.

Additional survey work onfertaken on Section EH of the Richardson
Highvay extending from Valdes to 9 point 36 miles north is about completed
and the party will soon be moved to Section F of the seme highway.

Aerial reconnaissance of the route suggested. to consect Portage
and Whittier was made during the month and the conclusion reached thet it
Was physically prachiceble, but the study has not yet been carried to the
stage of the preperation of an estimate,

Information has been recsived that Alaska Bond Commission in
eooperation with the Alaska Freight Lines will keep the Richardsan Highway
open For traffic during the coming winter, including the Thompson Pass
sechion, It is understood that the teucking firm will place two large
retary plows, two "V¥" plows end two mater petrels on the work and will
ageums full responsibility for plowing snow on the section from Mile 19
to Mile 38, which section covers the heaviest snow area and straddles the
summit at Hike 25.5, The trucking company will alse contribute $30,000
to the Alaska Read Gomnission te assish in clearing snow on the sections
appreeching the sumnit,

During the month an inspection of the Alaske Forest activities
end reais was made by Hr. Lyle Watts, Chief of the Forest Service. He
showed great interest in road construction ani eppeared to faver further
improvement of the Seward to Mile 58 section of the Seward-Anchorage
Highvey, end also further improvement of the Kenai River Highway.

On August 29 the duneau Spruce Corporation sewmill in Juneau was
destroyed by fire. It apeears that economic conditions are not favorable
fer reconstruction and it probably will not be rebuilt far severe] years.
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This disaster will have considerrdle effect on the dunsen area as it
wes the Ceapitol's largest single industry excluding the fishine industry
which is seesonal in neture,

fhe ALeske Road Commission has been furnished funds from the
freasury for opereting equel to the amounts expended in duly, August,
end September of lest year but since thera were ne considerable contracts
active at thet time the funds now made aveilabtlie are insufficient to
finance #11 of the current activities. It appears, therefore, that if
the Interior Department's apcropristion bill is not passed et an early
dete there will be insufficient funds to pay contractors! estimates due
abont Setobar § for the work fone in Sspbembar. 14 is expected that the
deley in precessing vayments ta the contractors will not exesed ten days
or two weeks. Sufficient funds are on hend to meet snginsering pay rolls
in October for Fublie Roads! activities financsd by the Read Commission
funds,

Enelosuress Herretive Re ort by District Engineer French
Harretive Revert by District Engineer Willer
Progress graphs on Turnagain ara
Progress graphs on Interior rord pre jests

HAS: op



DEPARTMENT OF GONMET
BUREAU OF PUBLIO ROADS

Division 10
Seward District

NARRATIVE BEPORD FOR

SEPTEMBER 19g

TURBAGAIN ARM PROJECTS

sactions 0 & D - Nile 58 to quarts Oraak

All cleering on beth sections is ebout 90% complete and there remains
only sbout 2 mile where no greding work hus been done, Progress during the
past month hes been very good, During the past week however, it hes reined
elmoet continuously end mud between stations 285 and HOO on Section D has
sloved progress on the scraper work preoticelly to a standstill, Further
substantial progress this year will depend upon the werther, Gompletion this
Yeer within the time limit is vary unlikely, Drilling work is still going
on with good progress on the rock sections remeining on Section Bb, Selected
borrey surface has been placed on a consigersble part of Section €, sloping
and elesnup are hein: performed and the section is shaping up nicely,

#11 bridges have been completed except for handrail, stripping forms,
rubbing surfeces, painting end general cleanup of the sites, Rene of the
bridges sre backfilled and in service, The quelity and workmenshipof the
bridge goonstrection are considered excellent,

Section E » (warts Greek to Portage

Grecding again heeeme sctive on this project during the pest month. The
2k Ge¥e shovel thet hes been on Section Fel is now beck on this project,
Sorrow te complete the grading work is being havlei from the pit at Sta, 706,
Bridges are being backfilled and approach fills ere being completed with thia
materiel, This work and the remsining small amount of roedwey excevation
should be completed within the next month, 411 12 of the treetle bridges have
been completed except ersetion and painting of handreil, rip rap on the approrch
fille end genersi cleanup of the sites, All are now in service although ell
backfill and apnreeches are net yet complete, The Quartz Greek Eridge is
complete except for deck, curbs and handreil,

Cleanup work is undervey and this project should be completed this
Yeere

Section Fel ~ Portage to Peterson Oreek

Grading work is complete exoent for a light surfece course of borrow to
come from the pit «t+ Fortaze, Fills cre well sloped, cleenun is virtunlly
complete end the project presents = good eppenrence, The surface metericel to
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- gone from Portage cannot be hauled until after the Twenty Mile Bridge deck has
cured and is opened for treffic as the bridge lies between this section and
the source of material,

All bridge work is complete exsapt erection and painting of handredl and
generel cleanup, Only one of the bridges, the 2 span structure near the begin~
ning of the project, 18 open for traffic,

This project should be completed within the next month,

Section Fe2 ~ Peterson Oreek to Indian

Rough grading hes been substantially completed for esbout 2 milea on each
side of Girdwood and is progressing setiefactorily, Work during the past month
hes been confined chiefly to the heavy grading just north of Girdwood thet was
severed by the change of moving from the sidehill to the beach, The heavy rock
fill for the railroad (covered by the ehengs) is about 85% complete and work
if in progress with a 3 o.y,. shovel and Evelid trucks, A et ony, dragline hes
been put in operation during the pest month on the stripping of unsuiteble
meterial and removing stomps and down timber shead of the line change, ‘The
rock cut adjacent to the Kern Greek Bridge is drilled and should be shot within
a few deye. This will enable the bridge contractor to make better progress on
this stxucture, Work south of Girdwood, except the drilling at Kern Greek,
hes heen stopped end equipment ie now working north of Girdwood, Completion
of rough greding from Girdwood te Peterson Greek this year which would provide
highwey acaess to Girdwooii from Portage eppeare very unlikely,

Ho work has been done on the 4 treated timber trastle bridges on this
project, These bridges have preesst conerate stringers und concrete deaks,
fhe design is identicsl to thet used on the trestles on Sections E and Fel,

Section F-3 (Bridges on Pe? Section)

Glacier Oreck Bridge is complete except erection and peinting of hand
rail, removing deck forms, cleanup, etc, Seals have been poured for the piers
and piling driven for the ebutments on the Kern Greek Bridge and one pler is
formed, Hail steel piling, which ere proving to be very antisfactory, have
been fabricated for the Peterson Creek Bridge at the extreme south end of the
project and pile driving at this site showld stert in a few days, There remein
two bridges, Bird Creek end Indisn Creek, between Girdwood and the north end
ef the project on which no work hes been done,

. Section G = Indlan to Potter

This section is under contrect by the Alaska Reilrosadi, This section is
very well ecuipped with drilling, heuling end shovel equipment end excellent
progress is being made, ‘The contreotor has established headquarters 2t Rainbow
and it is understeod he has 200 to 300 men employed, The rock points traversed
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by the line outside the present reilrosd are being blasted and in many cases
the meterisl cen be pushed both ways into the fills with dosers without shovel
louding end hauling, I+ is this type of operction thet is partly reeponsidle
for the good progress being mede, This rock work will lakely be esrried on
further into the winter than our work on Turhegein Arm,

GLENN HIGHHVAT

Section A - Anchornge to Palmer (ineluding
Seotion thru Ft, Richeréson) ( 4S miles}

&11 greding work is 90% complete and food progress continues to be made,
Weether during the past month has improved somewhat end better progress hes
been made on 211 work, Most of the fille reouiring edditions] borrow to obtain
the reonirad stebility heve been placed in setisfactory condition,

Plant mix paving hes been placed from ebout Mile 23 to Mile 4% at Palmer
et the north end of the project, a distencs of approximately 25 miles, Base
course hes been pleced for an additions! 4 miles to shout Mile 19, Paving
hetween Hile 23 and Mile 19 is expected to be pleced from the present asphalt
pleat set up st Mile 25 this yaer before the plant is moved te Pt, Richardson,
Prime cont hee been pleoed ander 511 plant nix surface except between Kile 30
and 35.5 and Kile 36,3 end 38 where lack of exposure has not permitted the
compected bese course to dry out sufficiently for effective priming, Where
the prime cont war omitted, the thickness of the peving wae inoreased 2/4 inch
to 1 3/4 inches. Base preparetion and compection where prime coat has not been
used heave been very good and it is felt thet aqually as good a job is being
obteineé without the prime cent as with it,

Base course material for the first 6 miles out of Anchorage has been
produced and stock piled et the pit near Merrill Field sbout 2 miles ont of
Anchorsgs, Bvery effort is being made to gst the City of Anchorage to complete
the waber Line thet follows the road from Anchorage te end partly within Ft,
Richerdson as soon ns possible so this stock piled meterisl can be placed on
this 6 mile section,

4 erusher in the pit inside Ft, Richardson is producing plant mix
sferegate for the first 19 miles ont of Anchorage, Froduction of bese course
and placing it on the easterly 5 te 6 miles within Ft, Eicherdson will be
gtarted sbout October 1, By October 1, weether permitting, the asphalt plant
now st Hile 25 will complete sll plent mix north of Nile 19 end will be moved
to the stock pile of plant mix sgeregcte at the Ft, Eicharison pit, Faving
this year from this set up will depend upon the weather,

Bese course surfccing from Anchorage through Ft, Richardson showid be
completed by Cctober 15 to 20 and will provide ea servicerble roed through this
aren evan if no peving is done this yeer,

Completion of the project thie yerr appears unlikely but the contractor
is still striving toveré this otjective,
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o it > Section B - Falmsr to Mile 102 (54 Hiles)

This section 1s under contract to Hc Leughlin, Inc, end is being handled
by the Alaska Road Oommission, A recent trip over the project indicated good
progréss on the grading is being made, Oonsiderable materiel that is being
excavated and wasted hes the appesrence of being reasonably dry end suitsble
Af it were covered with a rangonable lift of borrow.

A crushing plant has been est up and several miles of base course have
been placed,

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Section 4 - Fairbanks to Harding Lake (44 Miles)

Progress during the past month hes improved es weather has not been as
wet as previously reported, Roadway excevation is approximately 90/ complete
and borrow is about 75% complete, There is a section about 6 miles long on the
south end of the project and short isoleted sections elsewhere where there has
been no borrow placed, The grading work is in progresea with 3 - 2} a.y. machines
and numerous oat and scraper outfits, The contractor plans to complete subse
tentially all grading work in 2 or 3 weeks end move two of the 2) ¢.¥. machines
to sdjacent Seation B,

Approximately25 miles of plant mix pavement, 31 miles of prime ooat,
and 33 miles of base course on the section extending south from Fairbanks have
been placed. All of the additional base course and about 50% of the additional
plant mix aggregate required has been produced and stock piled, Gne of the
erushers on this project will be moved to Section B in a few deys, The Gaffney
Boad extension to Ladd Field has been completed, Progress on the paving hes
bean good during the past month and ebout one mile of pavenent is pleced far
each full day of tvo shifts that the esphelt plant is operated, It may not bs
prestioable to prime during the eoming few weeks when paving can be done this
Fall but experience so far indiestes an equally good job can be obtained without
prime by providing 1fb" extra thickness and taking the neceasary care in pre=
paring end mainteining the base course, No seal coat of cover aggregete have
been pleced, .

Pavement of a good quality is being obteined with 52h% of material 3/u"
to Ho. 4 and 473% of minus No. 4, About 5% of BC~3 aspheltic materiel is
being used, Hiding qualities of the finished pavement are generally good,
Some slight settlements of the grade heve ocourred about 9 miles south of
Fairbenke where the Tenana River overflowed and setursted the fills end thawed
the frozen ground underneath the fills, ‘The river did not reech an elevation
higher then the pavement surfece but level of the overflow water was within a
foot of the pavement surface, The riding cuslities of this short section of
pavement have been impeired to seme extent but the dsmage is not considered
serious, in this area the terrain is practieslly without gradient and the erea
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~ifs betreen the Chene and Tanenna Rivers, fo control the Tanane and Chene to
the extent of keeping flood weters from res¢hing the ronfivay fille would require
extensive flood control works,

fhe contractor is emoloying about 260 men on the project and working 2
shifts 6 deys a week on most operstions, Flant mix peving is in progress on
only 1 shift due to temper:tures not permitting © shift operetion, This paving
work is dene on Sundsys also when wecther is feversble, The project is ehout
75% complete and every effort is being mede to complete this year, The chances
of completing it this yeer, however, apnesr remote,

.

Section B ~ Herding Urke to Big Delta Junction

Progress on this section continues to lag behind schedule «lthough it has
improved some during the past month, A 20 mile seetion of the project stil] has
hed no work done on it. The project as a whole is shout 43% complete, Most of
the grading work during the past month exciusive ef borrev hes been confined to
the Ganyon Greek Section wheres the roadway and adjecent channel remired con=
siderable changing, Other erading work consists of hevling and placing of borrow
with 1 ié oy. and 1 = 25 c.y, mechines and trucks, ‘The contractor expects to
move & = 2h c.¥. machines to thie section from adjacent Section A within 2 or 3
weeks and thus speed up the grading on this project,

) Plent mix peving hes been placed on « section about 144 miles long extend«
ehg north from Eig Delta to ahout Kile 282.5, The plant is heing moved to the
next set up at Nile 296 from which paving will be placed hetween 282.5 and 306,
Progrags from the plent set un st POE wi} depend to a considereble degree on the
wenther, The peving plone te dete has a good apnearence and riding qualities,
Ho sep1 cont hes been placed,

base course surfscing has been placed on the first e0 mile section extende
ing north from Big Deltsa, It is expected that one of the crushers Prom Section
A will be moved to this section within a week or tvo end this will accelerate
the profuction of bere and plant mix agrrarnta,

Prime cozt hes been placed with very good results on ell of the bese
course between Mile 282.9 and Big Relta, It ie dowbtful if prime can be sucoesse
fully pleced during the remainder of the working season and if further peving is
eocomplished from the next asphalt plent set up it will likely be neetssary to
permit the contrector to pave on an unprimed bese as has been successfully done
on some short sections of the Glemn Highesry,

The contrector is employing ebout 190 men, OGompletion during the current
year is imposeible with the equipment on or likely to be placed on the project,
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7y KEHAI RIVER FOREST RIGHWAY

Section 5<B1, Geopers Landing Bridge

Progress hes slowed down some during the past month, Olearing, grubbing
and grading work are probebly 90% complete, Pile bents are complete and precest
concrete stringers are in place on the bents, Bridge work 18 now waiting for
deck forms to be released from the Twenty Nile Bridge on Turnagein Arm Section
Fel, When forms ere available work on the deck will proceed, Deck steel and
ageregate are on hand, ‘The contractor plans to complete the work this year.

Section B - Quarts Creek Location Survey

Loas of men returning to school and use of the remaining men on con-
struction engineering on the Ooopers Landing Bridge and 3-A9 Grading Project
has retarded progress on this werk, The 01d survey down Deves Greek has been
retrneed end efiditionsl topography needed for s suitable projeation is belag
taken, Additionel lines are required where the o14 Daves Oreek line will be
tied to the existing roed about Mile 4e on the Goopers Landing Hond; and near
Mile 38 where a Y junction between the Ooopers Landing road and the Moose Fasa-
Hope road will be required, Ho work hes been done on the line on the lake shore
neer Sopers Lodge,

SEVARD FORUST HIGHWAY

Section Jag, BR, BR, Grossing to Hile 5

Averd bas been mede to Lytle and Green en the basis of their lew bid
of $137,062.00,

An engineering party in charge of Hens Furuseth has been estsblished on
the project and cleering and grubbing hes bean stsked, The contrestor ezpects
to start clearing and grubbing sbout October1, Construction of the concrete
box culvert is expected to be completed this Feil, Progress this year on the
rest of the work will depend largely on the westher,

Section 3-E3, 14 Snow River Bridge

Awerd has been mede to Keil ond Peterman on the basis of their low bid
of $104,549.00, The contractor's plan of operetion is to drive the piling this
Fall, All other work will be done next year, No vark has yet been started on
the project,

It is plenned to handle the engineering work required this year from
Sopers Lofige where the engineering party handling the Coopers Lending Bridge
and Quartz Greek Survey is located,



Forest Boundsry « Mile 12 Loostion Survey

This project hes been looked over with Pivision Office representetives
and ea tentative locstion has been selected, This loestion will follow genersily
the reilroad from Mile 5 to Nile € end treverses the seme area as the present
road from Kile & to Kile 12 but will very meterially improve the elignment
through this section, Engineering crews handling this survey vill cleo do the
necessary engineering work on the ereding betwean the reilrosd croseing andi Nile
5, This crew vill be built up to the recnired strength as soon es men can be
trensferred from other projects or hired for this survey work,

SEWARD DISTRIOT AAINTERARGE OPERATIONS

The work of placing selected msteriel surfecing between Nile 13 and Nile
18 is still in progress, Heevy reins during the pest month heave mede it
necessary to interrupt this work from time to time to replace washed out culverts,
remove drift from under bridges and do routine bleding to meintain the road for
traffic,

PERSONNEL

. Dering the month of September va heave lost sbout 40 men from «11 projects
in the Dictrict, most of whom have returned to school, To dete only sbout
half of these men beve been replaced, Preeticelly all replacements hired have
been men without either eduertion or experience, Several other experienced nen
ape expected to resign next month and the personnel situation is expected to be
sonewhst acute, pertioulerly on the survey work north of Sewerd, until seme of
the interler projects close down end experienced men from these crews can be
made available,

Photographs and progress charts are being submitted herewith,
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RVK G2 Turnagein Avm, Section B, Looking down Tincan Oreck Channel
change. Eridge steel in place end ready fer deak forme.
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RVE 2-3 Turnagein Arm, Section D, View shead from ata, 156 toward
the summit. Bight of wey hee been stripped. Drilling not
started.
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BEF G-2 Seward Righw:y, Shows typical nerrow eection.



MONTELY REPORT
ON

ACTIVITIES IN THE JUREAU DISTRICT. DIVISION TEX
FOR TRE MONTH OF SEPTMBER 1949

fhe favorable weather conditions which prevailed during August
continued in September in the Interior of Alaska. Progress on the sur-
facing project on Alaska Highway, Section B, continued to be very good.
Final inspection was made onSeptember 15, at which time the project
was accepted, with the exception of minor cleanup work which was com-
pleted on September 17. ‘The inspection wee made by representatives
from the Bureau of Public Reade Division Office and District Office,es
well as representatives from the Alaska Read Oommission. The project
as it was finished is a credit te the contractors, Bebler Bros. &

Rogers Construction Company who, in spite of the adverse weather condi-
tione, managed to complete the work practically on the schedule origin-
ally set by themselves. Gonstruction started May 17, 1949 and the
contrast provided for completion by Augnet 31, 1950.

In Southeastern Alaska the fall raine started the first part of
September and heve been more or less continuous since then. Freject
16-43,32,03,D2, Wrangell Highwey, wes dormant from the beginning of the
month, but was reactivated September 14, at which time the contractor
was permitted to backf111 over the concrete bex culvert at Institute
Greek. ‘hie work was completed on September 20. At this time a semi-
finel inspection was made from the District. There was 2 sonciderable
amount ef cleanup work Left to be done, as well ag some additional shaping
and blading on the erevel surface. The sontracter moved hie equipmeat out
on September 22 and the cleenup work is now being done by e grader operat-
or end two laborers. It is expected thet this work will be finished before
the end of September,

Reed and Kartin, suocessful bidders on Tongase Highway Projects 1-B7,63
and 1-D5,E4, were notified to proceed with the work on September 13. 50 far,
the contractors heve made no move in opening the work. A portion of the
Government-furnished meaterinia for the prajects haa been received, such es
a partial shipment of culverts, reinforcing steel, bridge hardware, and ad-
ditions] shipments are expected within 2 short time.

Progress on Freject 310A7,B2, Grading and Surfacing on the Douglas
Highway, hae beensatisfactory. At the end of September approrimately 95>
of the clearing and grubbing will have been completed and the exeavation is
well underway. The contractors have assembled a considerable amount of
aquipment fer the preject, most of which arrived from the Steter by scow on
September 16. It is estimated that the project will be 15% complete es of
the end of the month, and it is believed thet progress next month will



phow considerable improvement as other phases of the work are opened
wp and ndditional equipment is empicyed,

The survey of Section H of the Richardwon Highway is prectically
completed as of this date. Host of the crew hes been moved to Copper
Genter to work on the survey of Section F, Richardson Highway. 14 1s
anticipated thet the remainder of the work on Section H will be com-
pleted by September 28, at which time the remaining members of the crew
wil] be moved te Copper Center. Since the completion of the surfacing
project on Alaska Highway, Section B, the engineering crew from that
project has been engaged in

making
surveys ot isolated points on the

Alaeka Highway, Sections A and B. The work on Section A is practically
completed and it 1s expscted that the men engaged in this work will be
moved to Copper Genter on September 28 te desiat“in the survey of Sec-
tion F, Richardson Highway. The eres sow woxkeing on Alaska Highway,
Section ¢ will probably be treneferred to Richardson Highway, Section
F early in October. It Le estimated thet the survey on Richardson Righ-
way, Sections F and H, will be completed by Octeber 20.

Bide for the aconetruation of Alaska Ferest Highvay Project 7-A5,3B2
were opened by the Division Office on September 21, and the bid of Reed
and Hartin was recommended for award. The bid included only the resur-
facing, and the riprap protection originally included in this project
wae omitted. The Dietrict has heen authorised to preceed with the rin-
rep on a day labor basis. It is the plan to utilize the 1/2 cubic yard
shovel, assigned te the District, for this work. ‘The shovel is at
present in Cordova, where it has been used on extraordinary maintenance
work, which new hes been completed. Dne to the very difficult treneport-
ation eonditions, it may not be possible to send the shovel to Petereburg
in time to do the work this fall. This is not believed to be too serious,
ginoe the erosion of the bank, which is to be proteated by the riprap, is
comperatively slow and one more winter shovld not aggravate the situation
materially. The work, however, will be done as soon as it 16 practical
to do se.

The District was alse authorized to proceed by day labor on
Alaska Forest Highway Project 7-D2, which coneiste of redecking the Fells
Oreck Bridge. his project was originally advertised on the baeis of
fovernnent-furnished lumber, but no sstisfactory bide were obtained. The
hardware and expansion joint materiale wors, however, to heve been fern-
ished by the contractor, and had to be ordered when the project was
authorized to be done by day labor. As eeon ae this material hes arriv-
ed the project will be initisted, utilizing our own maintenance forces,
augmented by additional temporary employees.



The maintenance activities throughout the District were routine
during the month, although the exceedingly hesvy rains caused con-
sidereble damege to the drainnge systems of the various highways. The
damage was, however, not unusual for this time of year, except at
Cerdove where heevy demage, due to = three dey rainstorm, haz been re-
ported,

(Fer.
September 26, 1945 OHA FWELLER

District Engineer
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September 26, 1949

To : Mr. A. O Clark, Acting Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D. 6.

From st H. A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subject: Bxcerpte from Confidential Monthly Report for September 1949 for
Division Ho, 10

Bids were received on September 7 for two projects on the Mitkef
Highwey in the vicinity of Petersburg, the project designetions being
7eN2 and 7-A5,B2. Two bide were reopivad on the bridge redecking project
with the low bid being $7,000, which was greatly in excess of the
angineer's estimate amounting to 53,000, and accordingly it was reeommenied
thet At be rejected. Subsequently suthority was requested and received to
procead with the reconstruction of this smell project by day Labor. On
the surfacing project three bids were received vith the lowest being
#70, 596.05 submitted by Reed & Martin, Inc. of Fairbanks. The low bid
baine considerably in sxeess of the estimtbe it vac recommended that it be
rejected, nut in view of the interest shown in the praject it was reatvert-
ised for bids to be opensd on the Z2ist day of September. On the reopening
of the bids the low bid by the same contracter was reduced to $63,046.05,
vhich was 12 pereent over the estimate. It seemed apparent that no better
prices vould be obteined by revising the preject or readvertising the work
again, so the low bid was recommended for award.

During the month the Cerlanna Oreek bridge at Ketchikan, Ferest
Highway Project 1-44, was completed and aleo the Glacier Highway project
at Junesu, Forest Highway Project 2-Al2. Hayes end Whiteley began gone
struction on Forest Bighvay Project 31-47,B2, the Douglas bridge te
Dovgies section of the Douglas Highver. Opsretions vere begun with a
pueil erey but it is expsated that the contractor will increase his
oguipment and crew as he ie expecting to complete the project this fell.
Re is hauling equipment, materiale, and supplies from Seattle by barge.
Good progress hes continued on the Kenei River bridge seetion of the Kenai
River Fighway, Forest Highway Project 5-Fl. The contractor has grading
nearly completed and precticelly all of the bridge vork excerpt the eoncrete
deck, so it appears likely that the project can be completed this fall.
Reed & Mertin, Inc. have not started work et Eetchiken on the two large
Forest Highway projects to be reconstructed in that area under one contract,
but they heve arrenced for shipment of equipment, materials, ond supplies
to the project from Seattle carly in October and with normal mild weather
to be anticipated 4% appears probable thet a substantial portion of the
work cen be completed this season,



Dering the month Section B of the Alaska Highray was completed by
Rabler Bros. and Rogers Construction Company, Completion of the project
a year shead of schedule is considerad to ba a clear indication of the
excellent organization end equipment which wera placed on the vork, and
the vigorous supervision exsercised by the members of the firm in carrying
the work to completion in one season.

During the month there was a continuation of the good weather
thet begen in mid-August and by the middle of September the rate of con-
straction reached its peak, with each of the major surfacing contracts
completing plant mix bituminous pavement at a rate in exesss of one mile
per dey, As a resulf of this good progress the pavement was completed
from Fairbanks to Hielson field and from Big Delta te a point several
miles nerth of the fanana River bridge and on the Glenn Highway from Palmar
to a point about 22 miles from Anchoraga.

The furnageain Arm projects all benefited from the improved weathar
and peak rate of production was noted fer these projects also, Lytle and
Grean are expected to complete all their work this season except a small
portion of the grading and finishing on Section D, which extends from ths
mouth of Quartz GOresk on Turnagain Arm te the summit between Quarts Creek
ani Granites Oreck. ‘The Max Jd, Kuney Company en Section F2, with the
atéition of another large shovel end havling equipment, continues to in-
prove its rete of prograss.

Adaitionsl survey work undertaken on Section H of the Richardson
Highway extending from Valdez to a point 36 miles north is about completed
end the party will soon be moved te Section F of the same highway.

Aerial reconneissanes of the route suggested te connest Portage
ami Whi¢tier was made during the month end the condlusion reached that it
Was physically practicable, bet the study has not yat been carried to the
stage of the preparation of en estimate.

Information has been received thet Alaska Road Commission in
cooperation with the Alaska Freight Lines will keep the Righardsen Highway
open for treffie during the coming winter, including the Thompson Fass
section. iI¢ is understood that the trucking Pirm will Place tye Large
rotary plovs, two "¥*® plows and two moter patrols on the work and will
‘pesume full responsibility for plowing snow on the sechion fromMile 19
te Mite 38, which section covers the heaviest anow areg and straddles the
stamit st Mile 25.5. The trucking company will elso contribete $30,000
to the Aleske Road Commission to agsist in clearing snow on the sections
epereecihing the sumait.

During the month an inspection of the Alaska Fforest activities
fasl roads was meda by Mr. Lyla Watts, Chief of the Faerest Services. He
showed great interest in road construction and appeared to favor further
improvement of the Seward to Nile 58 section of the Seward-Anchorage
Highvsy, end elso further improvement of the Kenai River Highway.
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Qn August 29 the dunesu Spruce Gorperation sewmill ia duneau was
destroyed by fire. It appears thet economic conditions are not favorable
for reconstruction and it probebly will not be rebuilt for several yeers.
This disaster will heve considerable sffect on the Juneau erea as it
wes the Cspitol's largest single industry excluding the fishing industry
which is sezsonal in nature.

The Aloska Hoad Commission has baen furnished funds from the
freasury for operating equal to the amounts expended in July, Angust,
and September of lest year bub since there were no considerable contracts
active at thet tine the funds now msde available are insufficient to
finance all of the current activities. It aymears, therefore, that if
‘the Interior Department's appropriation bill is net passed at an serly
date there will be insufficient funds to pey contractors! estimates due
about October 5 for the work done in September, It is expectéd that the
deley in processing payments to the contractors will not exceed ten days
or two weeks, Sufficient funds are on hand to mest engineering pay rolls
in October for Public Roads! activities financed by the Road Commission
funds.

Emelosurest: Progress graphs on Turnagain Arm
Progress graphs on Interior road projects
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