FURLIC RQADS ADMINISTRATION
DIVISION 10
SEYVARD DISTRICT

HARRATIVE REFORT FOR
EAY 1949

TURBAGAIR ARE TROJUCTS

dections C & 1) «» dile 58 to Guurts Uresk

Bridge work was resumed March 23 and greding work with a shovel and
trucks and two eals and serapers on Hay 10, Good progress is being made on
the bridge work. A bemporary bridge has been constructesd at Sust Fork and
there is some work being performed on bridges as far north ss Berths Creek
near the summit, A temporery bridge is belng constructed over Lranite
Gresk. Steel ersction has been started st Canyon Creek on ths south and of
fGeebtlon ¢ and the four towesrs have been sreected., FProgress on the grading
work is feir and should duprove, Three compressors, 4 wagon driiis snd 2
Jackhammers are in operation and should accelerste removal of the rock euts
on the soubh 4 miles of Seetion €. Ho elsszring and grubbing or elesnup
work en Section O bes bsen stzrted. Un the extrems north end of Section b
some ¢lesring has beesn performed, bul none of the right-of-way is elosned
up sufficiently to permll grading Lo progress. The clearing donkey has
been broken down {or more thesn a week. Frogress on this work is very poer,
The shevel on the Luarts (reek side is still on Section E.

Sepbleon & - wuarbe Ursek to Portage

Thers bas besa more activiiy on this projeet and consegquently, betier
progress hss been made Lthan on any of the obher segtlons under contraet to
iytle and Gresp. wost of the truck mezsurs borrow Ifrom the pit at Sta, 706
and s substantisl portion of the borrew from the wuarts Creek pit have been
moved, Stringers have besn set in place on seversl of the trestles and the
first conorete will be poured on Moy 21. 4sn excepbionally workmaniike job
is being performed on the forms and steel setting. The Luartz Creek Bridge,
which is the only sbuel and eoncrebe bridpe on this project, hes not been
sterted. 41l othsr bridges sre timber trestles with concrete decks. 411
bents are completed and all precast stringsrs heve been poured. & 1-1/2
ocu.yd, shovel is working on the roadway cut on the exlrene south end of
this project. ‘

Seetion F-1 - FTortage to Feterson (reek

The spproach flll on the south end of the 20 iile Sridge hus been
substantially completed bub no other grading work hes been performed. ¥ost
of the materisl (about 300,000 c.y.) for this project eomes from a borrow
pit at Ste, 945, Clearing of this pit has neot been started. 7The contrazctor
is moving csmp frowm Fortege to the extrems north end of the section prepara-
tory to sterting on the borrow et Sban. 9L5. 48 on Secblon B all bridge
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-2 - TURNAGAIN ARE FROJECTS - Con't,

bente heve been completed and all stringers have been precast. The bridgs
contrector ie erecting a temporary bridge across Twenty Mile River.

Section F-2 ~ Felerson Creex to Indlan

Glearing operations started april 23 and grading on April 27. borrow
material has been placed on about one mile of the swampy sarea near Girdwood.
Ths contractor's pian of operation ie tuv excavate the heavy roadway section
Just porth of Girdwood as his first opesration. There are over 80,000 cu.yds.
in the first 2,000 ft. and the msterizl is rock with muck on top., The muck
hag been 8o full of weater thet considerebls difficulity has bsen encountered
in getting to the rock in order teo start drilling. The contractor is well
equipped with & 3-1/2 ¢.y. shovel, Fuelid trucks, drilling eguipment, etc.
and should show improved progress within the next month.

Section F-3 - (Bridges on F=2 Section)

This contract was awarded to J. J. Badraun on ipril 29. The con-
Lractor has been moving in squipment and mabsrials preparatory to building
& camp at Girdwood. He expecis Yo start cperations on the Tlacler Cresk
Bridge at Oirdwood first,

Section - Indian to Poller

Bids were recalived May 11 by the Aleska Bailroasd. The low bidder was
a gombination of Morrison-inudsen, 8. Birch and Sons and Felter Kiewit. The
bid was below bthe estlmste and it is understood award has bsen made, Suffi-
celent eash for the entire projeet is understoed not to be available.

CLENN HIGHWAY
Section & - Anchorage to Palmer

Clsaring operations were resumed April 7, and right-ofeway clearing
has been substantially completed except for disposal of Lhe apoils. This
work has not besen started. Flacing borrow is in progress vith 3 tournapulls
and one bulldozer working as a unit, and with 4 cats and scrapers working as
another unit., Roadway grading is in progress with a 3/4 c.y. shovel and
trucks., An additionsl cat and soraper outfit is enroute tc the project.
Grading equipment now on the project is considered insufficient and progress
is slow, but with the equipment to be added. progress should improve daring
the next month. Froduction of bhase course surfacing started ¥ay 17 and fair
progress is being msde, This work started at Falmer and is progressing
southward, All work is on & two—shift six day week bagils.

Part of the engineering crew i& being moved to Chuglak at #ile 18,5,
This will permit better use of the enginesring personnel and reguire scmewhat
less motor vehicle transportation. Engineering personnel on the projeect
total 29 men,



-3 - GLENR HIGHVAY - Con'i.

Section B -~ Falmer te Hiie 102

Bids were received May 25 end selaughlin Inc. of Grest Falls, Honbans
submitied the low bid of about §1,750,000.00. Thls Lid was about 207 below
the bid of the next bidder. It is understood asward has been made by the
Aleska Hoad vommissioen. They will supervise the contracbors operations ang
have four or five engineering partiles working on the project at the present
tims,

RICHARDSOR BIGHWAY
Seetion 4 - Falrbanks to harding Laxe

Rock borrow and culvert pipe on the 12 mile section lmmedietsly south
of Fairbanks pave been substantinlly completed. OGravel borrow is belng
placed with 2 shovel and truck outflts and one scraper owtfit. Crushing and
apphalt plants are being assembled preparatory te starting bese course sur-
facing anu paving opsrations. The conbractors ejuipmsnt is practically all
new and he appsars tc be getbing organiged o shouw pood progress during the
soming month or two.

_ Part of {he engineering persomnel is sLill located in Felrbunks and
part at surora .Lodge, AU wiles soubth of Falrbanks. iolal enginesring per-
sonnel on the projeect consists of 31 men.

It 1s nsoesasry tu incresse the designed guenbity of culvert pipe
considerably. The Hesident inginesr has been able Lo study drainage condi-
tiong in greaver devail this spring than wes vossivle last year, snd 1t has
been determined vhat the additionsl pipe is necsssary bo prevent the spring
runoff from overflowlng the rosd in many places. Un some sections soft
spots developed during the spring thaw where the leveling course of borrow
was deslgned to insufficlent thickness. In these places it ls necessary to
inerease the quantity of borrow leveling eourse, or excavate znd backfill the
soft spots, or both,

Seetion b - Harding lake to Big selta

Contract work sterted wey 2 on clearing with 8 cat and acser; on Hay
5 with 3 Terracobre screpers and on Hay 7 with a &-1/% c.y. drag line and
dump trucks handling borrow meterial. On ¥ay 24 & 2-1/2 ¢,y. shovel and
trucks started rosdwey excavation on the Shaw (reek line change. The orush-
ing plant is being asseubled end is sxpected to start producing bese materisl
by June 1.

Ldditionsl culvert pipe will also be required on this project, and
the Resident fngineer is making an edtimate of the additional p%pe ne§ds.
Some soft spots have developad as discussed above on the 4 Section and will
reguire additionsl borrow material, as well as some excavation of the unsuib-

sbie material in the present road.



-4 - RICHARDSON HIGHGAY - Con't.

Headguarters for engineering orews has been sstablished at Alasks
Lodge, which is 85 piles south of Fairbanks, engineering personnel on the
project total 2% men,

KERAI RIVAR BICHWAY
Forest highway Frojeot 5-El, Coopers Landing Bridge

The Declaretion of Teking hes been filed and title to right-of-way
across the Jowie homestead now vests in the government. The ease will
iikely not come up in court until next year. UBids were recelved May 23
and Keil and Feterman, with a bid of £185,000.00 appeared to be low. The
day after bids wers received, Munter's bid of §182,868.00 was received.
It appears that this bid wes nobt mailed in time to reach Juneau by the
bid opening date, although the informstion given Munter oy the lost
Office led him to believe the bid would reaech Juneau in btime,

Section "B wuwarte (reek Locatlon Survey

tbhout helf of the "i¥ line between the Junctlon with the Hoose
Pess hHighwey at #2ile 4l wnd Uoopsrs Iaznding has besn run, and most of the
levels and cross-secilons teken on the line that has been completed. Work
is now in progrese on the easterly end of the line starting at Johns
Creek. The survey wee sterted st Sta. 180 beesuse the snow wes too deep
to make any progress on the smst end when the work began in Aprdll., duch
of the lipne down -uartez Creek traverses the seme area as the cld survey
ma&e aboul 1929,

SEuAHL BAINT SHARCE OFERATLONS

buring the past month maintenance opesrations have been devoted
principally to hauwling gravel to reinforce soft spots ceused by frost
leaving the ground. Un most seetions the rosd is now in fairly good
condition. Flans are being made for painting bridges and replacing some
worn out bridge decks. Gonslderable heavy haulinmg is being done by con-
tractors hauling %o dils 58 and by the Alaske toad Commlssion heuling to
Kenai and Kasilof. Loads sre withstanding this hauling satisfactorily.

FERSQENEL ARG BEGUIFMENT

The acute shortage of persounnel that existed all over Alasks last
Year no longer prevalils. Hecrultment of engineering personnel has pro-
gressed far beyond the progress made on construction by the contractors,
and engineering operations generally are well up with contractors opera-
tions. -~nglosering partles are all full or expected to be full within a
short time by recruitmeni now in progress.

B. ¥. French
Districet Engineer
June 1, 1949



Lad




ﬁ"iémtg;‘ g}%ﬁgﬁ at sta, 3&@%& an '«
projest, vection B, #ereh 8, 1949

Ba, BBS l-H, Losking seud st Flueer Eiv&r brides with

dutour bridgs repeir wﬁr&tieﬁ% in eachgronnd,
Purnagels drm projest, see. E, %sz*éﬁ %, 18ug




Yo, BHE 7-5 BSalchs River overflowing road sta, 2111 te
2125 £ on Richardson Highway project, see. B, Leoking
eest. Hay 15, 1949, Overflaw caused by ice jam in
river.Mile 325 frem Veldez.

Fo, BHC T-4 Iittle Selt Jacket Creek wachout at station
186Y4 on Richsrdson Highway projsct, sec. A. Looking
north-vest My 15, 1049, Mile 330



¥o, EAQ 5=5 View of 3" (anol pipe line st Mile 3U6.2 en
Richardson Highway project seo. A, This line to be
moved on far pide of adjoining reilread grade under
force ascount item, Looking nerthwest towards Mooge
Creek querry. May 5, 19W9.

Fo, BHS 6-7 Leoking northwest towards Fairbanks st reck
borrow subbese completed at sta. U3H (8 miles from
Fairbanks).



- on Glenn Aldheny prejost net. A iecking exet Aprll
DB 1888, Bilewest b frem jnchspes
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20 B, Iooklng norsh frem wts, 1515450 on Gienm
Highwey vroject reg, 4 gt sechion subgrofed ond
baekfilled with selegt gravel borrev in 1648, Hoy

=
e
-
i

o 1TMG, Filepsebl 48 frow snmchersge
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-5 - FPERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT - Con't.

Lack of motor vehicles and testing egquipment that has been on
order for months is seriously handicepping engineering work on all
Interior Department contracts. If this equipment is not supplied with-
in & short time it will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
provide our usual high class supervision and inspection of contract
operations.

Photographs showing some phases of the work and progress charis
are attached.

i. French
District Engineer

dJune 1, 1949
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No. EHC 3-8 3% yd. shovel and 11 y&. truck working in
borrow pit right of sta. 1304, Turnegain Avm project
section F2. Aoril 29, 1949
G-24 - 209

0., BHC 2-2, Looking north i pile bracing split by
ice and high tides, Twenty Mile BEiver bridge abt sta.
803£87.5, Turnagain Arm project sec. Fl, Merch 30, 1949



Ko. EEE 3-8 3% yd. ehovel end 11 y0. track working in
borrov pit right of st=. 130U. Turnsscin Are projeet

section F2. 4pril 28, 1949

1-F4 =204

Fe. BEG 2-2. Looking nerth =% pile brecing split ¥
ice and high %ides. fFwenty Mile Biver bridzes st eta.
S0TiET.5, Turnsgain Lvx project see. Fl. HMereh 40, 1049
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¥o. TEC 3-8 3} yd. shovel and 11 yd. truck working in
borrow pit right of ste. 1304, Turamsgain Arm project
section ¥2. April 29, 1949

Ho. EHO 2.2, Locking north at pile bracing split by
ice and high tides. Twenty Mile River bridge at sta.
803/87.5, Turnagain Arm project sec. Fl, Mareh 30, 1949



EREXEELTINNTRR
Divigion Ten

Jurie 3, 195

Ty fire Lo To Howesn, Ohief, Festern Hosdousrbers, San Feanoizeo
FROH; B. 4. Buoddart, Division mngineer
SUBJECT fonfidential Fonthly Report for the onth of Hay 1949

for Division Ho. 10

On Hay 16, 19L%, bids wore opened for seversl Forest Highway
projechbs including the Werds Dove project on the Tongess Hichwey, TForest
Hiphway Projeot Fo. 1-B7, 035 the Carlenns {resk Bridpe on the Tongass
Bigheey, Projest Yoo l=4l; snd the Wrangell Highway Preject, No. 16«45,
B2y €3 D2, providing for swieoing of the highway extending through
Wranneil. OConbrasts beve been awarded to the low bidder, R. . Sommers
Sompany, on the lest two projects, but the bid of the sems aompany was
rejeoted on the ¥ierds Dove Projeet, since 1%t wes mobterisliy over the
mrpinesrte sebinete. The ezoess of the low bid over the engineer's egti-
mabe on the Wards Cove Projsot resulis from vhab sre psonsidersd 5o bs
very hiph unit prioces for mreetieally ell of the items involved and
parbiouleriy dve to %he high unit prices for the bridge over Wards Cove
Oruck. Fisld information cblalned eb sbout the same time bids wers
opensd indiontes that the type of struobure can be ehenged Lrom bthe
reluforeing conerste deslipn previously epproved o the btreeted pils
tragtle.

Consideration is belng riven to advertising the Buspge Beach-
Mountsin Polint Sesltion of the Tengsse Highwey south of RKebtehilban, Forsest
Highway Projeut Ho. 1=D6, Bl, with the readvertising of the ¥erds Gove
Projest to mbtbtrzet wider competibtlon, ss the projects in &laske sumounting
Be §1,000,000 or move have stbtracted an vaugual smount of interest and
betber prices with each suscesding lebbting. Advertising of the combined

projeote is contingent wpon recelving appreval ef the 1950 fiscsl vesr
DTOLTRTe

On Hay 2%, 1949, bids werse received for the Kenal River Bridge on
the Henal Hichway, Porest Highway Projeet 5=Bl. Three bids were recsived
with the two lowessb bids being sbout ben percent over the enpgineer’s esti-
metes The bid of ¥, P. Funber et 2182,868 was low, bubt wes recelived the
day after bides ware opened and for thebt resson sward to Hr. Hunber is
protested by the ageond low bidder, Lell end Pebermen. Investipstion
was made and the esee reforrsed o Vashington for & raline since the mail



scheduls would not permit the bid to Ve reveived in this office In time
for the opening, although the low bidder had been assured that hie vid
wae malled in Hime by Post 0ffice slarks st the peint where the mail
was posted.

Gonstruction of Frojeet FHo. 2-4lE, the Olacler Highway Project,
exbending north from Junmesu B0 the Alrport econtinues slowly ss the con~
tractor is coneeabrating the major part of his operation on the paving
of the oity strests of Junsau, being handled wmder the contract with the
oity. It is entlcipebed thet the aocbual paving of the Forest Highway
Project will begin about June H. Tesbing of the paving aggregabos pro-
duoed Tor the olty work resulted in a deoizlon to meake the necessary
provision for adding three percent limesbtone dust to the paving mabterial
under the provision contained in the Forest Highway contract. Inspection
of the paving plant operabien shows that such of the Iimes produced in
the erushing ol the mineral esgregate conslst of mioa particles and the
lozs of this maberisl through the drier is distinctly sdvanbageous in
sesuring au scceptable pavement.

It haé been proposad Lo extend the contract on Seobion A ef the -
Glenn Fipghwsy to cover the improvement of 8.8 miles of the highway
through the Fort Richerdson Milltary Reservation. The sonbractor was
apreesble to accepting the work at the contract bid prices, but the
&lasks Road Sommlssion offisials were uneble to seours the spproval
of the agreement in Washington. Tpon disspproval of the sgreement,
the seebion was promptly prepared for sdvertising with bids belng opened
on ¥ay fli. Two blds were received with the unit prices of the low bid
by 8, Birch and Zons and Morrison-Kaudsen Qonsbruction Uompsny being
somewhat higher then on the previocuely awarded conbtracts The conibract
wis awardpd to the low bidder end it will be consbructed as & pert of
thely operation covering the remainder of the seotlon.

On the smme day,; the Alaska Road Commlssion opensd bids for Seution
B=1 of the (lenn Highway extending from Palmer 5L miles emsterly to
Hile Post 10L, using conbract documents prepared by this offics. Good
compebition was setured with the low bidder belmg Molaughlin, Inc. of
Grest Fells, Montena. The low bid in the smount of 21,755,150 war well
under the engineer®s oebimate and conbtinues the trend beward lower
prices which hes bsen previously notede The HolLaughlin Compeny was
eszociated with Foley Brothers and Rohls~Oornolly in the constructlien
of the Halnes Cuboff by the Army during the war. The project provides
Por an improvement eimller in design bto that of Ssetion A on the
Glenn Highway being supervised by this office and consists of grade
widening subgrade reinforocement end construction of a plant mix wearling
surface 20 feot wide end one and one~half inchses thisk,

The Alasks Road Commisslon mlso advertiged the Imerican portion
of the Haines Cutoff for improvement with a similer design. Blds were
opened June 1, with the low bidder being Lytle and Gresn on a bid of



£1,594,073.00. There were thres obher bids ell prouned between
$1,711,000 end £1,740,000, with the enginesr's estimate belng approxi-
metely £1,850,000. This projeet will reguire the use of pechkeped asphel
&5 it iz isoleted with respect to tne other interior projsels which wiilil
be supplied frowm the tank forms st Andhorese snd Valdesz.

Conetruotion of the tank farms ils sufficiently advenced so thet
bitumlnous meterials could be deliversd st Anchorsze on Hay 1l and at
Valdez on ¥Hay 17 It is expeoted that the incidenbal facilities will be
completed in sulffielent Ltime bo permit del ivery bto the wontrasbors on
thelr renquests.

Bablor Brothevs end Hopers Commtruction Jompany shipped thelr
squipment to Velder lele in 2pril and moved it over the Highwey to Tok
Junctior duriany HMey snd begen production eof orushed mmberigls on ¥ay 5.
The operetion iz being caryied on on a two-shift basls sad production of
surfacing has greraged about 2,000 eubie yerds a deyv, with the soanbractor
expecting to reise thw daily produstion w over l;,000 subio yardes. They
sotieipete thelt the projest will be complebed by Repbember 1,

Consbructlion operstions on the twe preojects on the Richardsen
Highway extending from Fairbanks %o Big Delte and the Glenn Hichwey Proje
get extending from Anchorsge to Palmer conblinus opa sipgle 2hl™h basiz, bui
the rate of propress iz being sontinuelly improved and it is sspegbed that
in & very short btime sll work will be on a double shift. Crushing opoera=
bions are actlive on these three vrojects and construsbion of the plant miz
auwrfacing is scheduled to begin not laber than the middle of June.

Gonstruetion is smobtlve on 2ll of the projectis on ihe Turnasein Arm
belng supervised by ithe Fablic Bomds Administrebion, bub operstions hers
aleo ere 1inmited Yo & single-shift basls, although the contraoters arve
planning o ealarse thelr avbivities bo provide for another shift eariy
in June, A nobeble Feabure of gll These projectels the almost exclusive
use of nsw eguipment snd with the begizming of fevorable weabher and
longer hours of dey lighi, exeellent progress ig o be antiecipsbed.

The Alssks hoad Commission has been convinuing a sbudy during the
month of ¥ey on traffie volumes snd demand for motor vehlele bransporba-
tion which iz expecshed to leaxd 0 & recomendption thet the Governmond
through the Alsske Roed Cowmmission should enlarge ferry zervice bebtween
Prince Rupert and southessbers Alssks poinbts extenting nerbh to Junssn
end Haines,

Reoruitment of snginesering essistents wes spprosching completion
end wag tenporarily discontinued wntil s resurvey of reguirementc could
bs complsted. It wae found thet our tobal reguirements will be epprozi-
metely 230 men and bthe hiring of 20 more semployees will £111 this quobs.
These men are avalleble in the San Franelsco, Portlasndéd and Feirbenks
areas and will be obtsired by Juwms 15 That will conelude, quite setis=
factorily, the entire recrvibmest vrogranm.
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The work is somewhal handloapped at present by laock of motor
vehioles, bubt antlicipated esarly delivery of a numbar of waits willl pere
mit bhe work % be ecarried out sugoessfully.

Turing the moenth, the stebus of ¥r. L. H. ¥iller wes charngad from
thet of btemporary debail to s permanent btransfer with s prometlon %o
trade P=5,

During the month of ey, ¥r. L. J. Joewetl, Adninisbrative Offlcer,
was advised by his physician that his continuing 111 heslth would make it
necesaary for him bo taks a prolonged ebsence from work for treatment and
rest. As his absenceis expecbed to exbtend for three or four months, it
ymg erranged that ¥r. 0., T. Kelly would be sssigned from Bivieion 8 to
garvs as Hr. Jewebt¥s replacaneny during the pesk of our gonsbruction
 astivities.
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MOETALY kgpORT
O
ACEITIFILNG 1IN 1By JUHDAU DISTRICY, DIVIsIeE 3R
POR THE HONTR OF BaY 1945

The westher for $be Tiret belf of the wonth of Bey was unusually
wet mré celd. On soversl days in the Tirst week of the month snow
flurriet ooourred, snd this ponditicon haspersd, fo ¢ certesin depgres,
the work on Project Z-i12, Bleoler Bighway, Junesu - Junesu 4irport
Pavipne Project. The subeontractor, H., J. Seomere Ooneiruetion Company,
hes gemplsted the inetsllstion of drainnge wipes and the sloplag and
minor greding recvlired on the plans beyend Lemop Creek. 41 the present
time they are working nesr the beginnipg of the project instelling drain-
ape pipes and drop Inletls, The fine grading le completed from lLemon
{reek te the end of the project snd the contraetor is sow fiue grading
babween Lemon Oreck snd the town. The priming oonl hes bees placsd for 8
distance of roproximately twe miles sb the snd of bhe mroject. ‘The puv-
ing mochine hhs veen ocoupied on the poving vraject in She Civy of Junesu,
znd ne peving hoe been leyed on Projeot 2-612 sa yet. Hr. F. H., Oardner,
who wog sazigned n bthis project ne Besident Bnglaneer, woe rel ieved of his
dutiss om May 1¥. Hr. &, E. Fesley, Asslstint Construciien Sngimneer for
the Divisicen, hae been acting vas Heeldent Baginesr singe thet dime. It is
the intention to plmes Hr. 7. Molsmn #e Resldent Fagineer in the nesr
futonre. ¥r. Kelunp haz, during the lssi week, beern working with Br, Heelsy
rettine aneguninted with the preject snd the psriiculor prebleme involved.
During the 1ast balf of the month the preogress on this project has been
safiefactory.

In the Zetehikan ares #r. J, 5. Hewees hoe besn continving ihe re-
loestion morvey sovth of lebchiksn, He hns nlse done mome lnvestigeting in
the darde Cove vicinity in conpeciion with the poesible releocation of Fro-
Ject 1-27,83, bide on which were rejecied 22 beilng toe high,

#ory eisrded on the surfacing project on Secilon B of the Alaszks Hizh-
wey on Mey 17. Kr, Rebert 7. Orr, who hrs beon maeigned ze Besidenl Rppin-
eer on this oreject, arrived in Tok Junetion on Hey 14, the project wes
vigited from the Distriel on #ay 16. PRebler & Yeorers, Contrancteors, had at
thet time moved mest of {heir equipment on the preject nnd had = camp
precticelly complztied 2t Tanecross, The contrsctors' sstup snd sguipment



geve = very feverable imrreesion., It is the intentien of the
contracter to comnlete the project this sersen fnd, with any bresk
in the wemther, it ie believed it will be possible to complete the
projeet before fell.

The maintenzneo cperations on the Foresl Righweys within ihe

Metrict were routine during the month of ey,
"



ARXETREERLIR
Division 10

June %, 1240

TO1 Er. Jd+ 8¢ Bright, Deputy Commissioner, Washlngton, P« C.
FRO¥: B. 4, Stoddart, Division Enpgineer
SUBJECT: Confidential Monthly Report for the Month of HMey 199

for Divieion No., 10

On ¥ay 16, 19h9, bide were opened for several Forest Highway
projects including the Wards Oove project on the Tongess Highway, Forest
Highwey Projeot No. 1-B7, €3; the Carlanna Oresk Bridge on ths Tongass
Highway, Projest No. l-aly and the Wranpell Highway Frojeot, No. 1643,
B2, $3, D2, providing for surfaoing of the highway extending through
YWrangell. J{onbtracts have been swarded to the low bidder, Re J. Bommers
Gompeny, on the last two projects, bubt the bid of the same compsny was
rejected on the Vierds Cove Project, since 1t was maberielly over the
engineer's estimetse. The excess of the low bid over the enginesrts esti~
mete on the Warde Uove Project results from what are considered to be
very high wnit pricee for practieally gll of the ltems involved and
particularly due to the high unit prices for the bridge over Wards Cove
fresk. Fileld Informatlon obtained at about the same time bids wers
opensd indlieates that the type of structure cen be chanpged from the
roinforeing concrets design previously approved 4o ths tresbed pils
treatle. '

Conslderstion is being given to advertising the Bugpe Beashe
Hounbtein Polnt Section of the Tongess Highway scuth of Retohikan, Forest
Highway Projeet Hoo 1-06, Bly, with the resdvertising of the Wards Cove
Project To ebbtreect wlder competition, as the projecte in Alaska amounmbting
bo €1,000,000 or more have sbbreebed en unmususl emownt of interest and
betber prices with each suoceeding lebtting. Advertising of the combined
projects lg contingent upon reseiving wpprovel of the 1950 fimesl year
DYO LPERe.

On Hay P3, 1949, bids were received for the Kenai River Bridre on
the FKensl Highwey, Forest Hishwey Project 5<Bl. Three bids were received
with the two lowsest bids belng ebout ten perecent over the enrinser's esti-
mates The bid of K. P. Munber at £182,558 wes low, but was received the
day afber bBids were opened and for thet reason award to Hr. Munter is
- provested by the seecond low bidder, Eell and Pebermen. Investigestion
wes mads gnd the case relerred to Washlogton for e ruling cince the mail
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scheduls would not permit the bid to be received in this office in time
for the opening, although the low bidder had been smssured that his bid
was mailed in time by Post Offiee olerks at the point where the mail
was posted.

gonstrustion of Project No, 2-Al2, the Glacler Highway Project,
extending north from Jumeau o the Alrport ocontinues sBlowly as the con-
tractor is conoentrating the major part of his operation on the paving
of the oity sbreebs of Juneau, being hendled under the conbtract with the
sity, It is anticipabted that the actual paving of the Forest Highway
Project will begin about June 5. Tesbing of the paving aggregates pro-
duced for the olty work resulted in a decision to make the necessary
provision for adding three percent limestone dust to the paving maberial
under the provision contained in the Forest Highway contract. Inspection
of the paving plaat operation shows that much of the fines produced In
the erushing of the mineral aggregabs conslst of mics partiecles and the
loss of this msterlal through the drier is disbinebly advantageous in
sgouring an acospteble pavement,

It had been proposed to extend the conbrast on Seeblon A of the
(lenn HHighway to cover bthe improvement of 8.8 miles ol ths highway
throuwgh the Port Richardson Milliary Hessrvatlon. The contractor was
agreeable to acvepting the work et the contract bid prices, but the
Aleska Road Commission offiecials were uneble %o secure the aspproval
of the agreement in Washingbon. TUpon disapprovsl of the sgreament,
the section was prompily prepared for advertising with bids being opened
on Hay 2li« Two bids were received with the vnit prices of the low bid
by 8. Birch and Sons and Horrison-Knudsen Gonstrustion Company being
somewnat hlghser than on the previously awsrded contract. Tha sontract
was ewerdsd to the low bidder and i% will be constructed ms & part of
their operation covering the remainder of the seotion.

On ‘the came day, the Alaska Road Commission opomned bids for Section
B=1 of the Glenn Highway extending from Palmer 54 miles easberly to
Wile Post 10, using contract dooumenits prepared by this office. Good
competition was secursd with the low bidder being McLaughlin, Ine, of
Great Palls, Yonbana. The low bid in the amount of §1,755,150 was well
under the enginser's estimate and continuss the trend toward lower
prices whish haes been previeously noted. The ¥olaughlin Company wase
aessociated with Foley Brethers and Rohls-Connelly in the comstruction
of the Halnes Oubtoff by the Army during the wgr. The projeet provides
for an improvement similer in design to that of Section & on the
Glenn Highway being supervised by this office and consiste of grade
widening subgrads reinforcement and construetion of a plant mix wesring
surf'sce 2 foeb wide and one and one~half inches thick,

The Alaska Road Commisslon also advertised the Americsn porbion
of the Haines Cutoff for improvement with a similar design, Bids were
opened June 1, with the low bidder being Lytle and Green on a bid of



£1,594,073.00. There were three other bids al)l grouped bebween
21,711,005 and £1,740,000, with the enpineerfs estimste being approzi-
mebely £1,850,000. This projeect will require the use of packaged asphalt
es it is isclated with respeet to the other interior projects whish will
be gupplied from the tank ferms et Anchorege snd Veldes.

Construction of the %Henk farme iz sulfficlently advanced so theat
bituminous materials could be delivered at Anchorage on May 1L and ab
VYaldes on May 17. It is expected that the incidentel facilities will bs
aompleted in sulfficient time bo permit delivery to the contractors on
bheir reguests.

Babler Brothers snd Rupgers Construckion Company shipped thelr
squipment bo Veldez lete in April and moved it over the Highway to Tok
Junetion dvuring Hay evnd besan production of erushed mebterials or Hey Z5.
The operation is being omrrled on opn & two-shift basis and produstion of
surfacing hes avepraged about 5,000 ocuble yards s day, with the contractor
sxpevting to raise the deily produchion to over 1,000 cubic yards. They
anticipate that the projeet will be ocompleted by September 1.

Consbruction operations on the Gtwo projects on the Richardson
Highway exbtending from Feirbenks bto Big Delie and the Glenn Highway Proj-
sot exbending from anchoraps Ho Pelmer continue on a single shift basis, but
the rate of progress is belng eontinuelly ipproved and it is expected that
in & very short time #ll work will be on g dovble shift. Crushing opera-
tions mre active on these three projeshis and construction of the plant mixz
surfecing is scheduled to begin nobt later than the middle of June.

Uonebruation is aobtive on &ll of the projeets on the Turnagain Arm
being supsrvised by ths Publio Roasds Adwinistraztion, but opermitlons hers
also ere limltsd to & single-shift bhesis, slthbough the contractors are
plaming %o enlarge thelr activities o provide for enother shift early
in June. A noteble festure of gll these projects 1s the almost emelusive
vee of now eguipment and with the bepgimning of faverahle weanbther and
longer hours of day light, excellent progress is to be antiocipated.

The Alesgke Road Commission hss been continuing o study during the
month of Hay on traffic volumes snd demend {or motor vehicle transporta=~
tion which is expected Lo lead to a recommendsiion thei the Government
through the Alaeke Road Commiesion should enlarge ferry service besbtween
Prinee Rupert end southeastern Aplaesks points ertending north %o Junsau
and Halnes,

Recruitment of engineering agsisbants wes spprosching completion
and wes bemporerily discontinued untll m resurvey of reguirements could
be oomplsted. IL wms found that our totel reguirements will be soproxi-
mabely 230 mon and the bhirinp of 20 wore employees will £ill this quote.
These men are avallable in the Sen Frenciseco, Portland snd Fairbanks
ereas ané will bhe obtaiped by June 15, Thet will conclude, quite setis-
feetorily, the entirs recruvitment program.



-4 -

The work is somewhat hendiocapped at preseant by lack ol motbor
vehicles, but aentlecipeted sarly delivery of a number of units will per-
mit the work to be carried out sucocessfully.

During the month, the status of Mr. L. H. ¥lller wes changed from

that of temporery detail to a pormanent transfer with a promotion o
Grade F=5,

During the month of May, Mr. L. J. Jewett, Adminlstrative 0fflocer,
was advised by his physiclan that his econtinuing 111 heanlth would make it
neceasary for him bto teke a prolonged absence from work for brestment and
rest. Ae his absence is expected to extend for three or four months, 1%
was arranged that Mr. G. T. Kelly would be assigned from Division 8 to

seorve as ¥r. Jewebtl's replecensnt during the peak of our constructien
activities,
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HERENERBRRRERE
Bivision 10

June 6, Lol

TDs Wre Lo 1. Hewes, Ohief, ¥estern Headquarters, Szn Franolsoo

FROR: He Ae Sboddart, Divislon Engineer

There are enclosed twe coples of Hr. Frenoh's narretive report
for the month of ¥ay which should be atbtached to the pivieion momihly

report mailed from here June b, 1949,

Inclosures
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