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Tivision Ten

April 1, 1919

TOs Dre Le I. Hewes, Chief, Hestern Headquarters, San Francisco,
Californie

FROE: H. Ae Stoddart, Division Engineer

SUBJECT s Confidential Monthly Report for Mersh 1919 for pivision 10

fhe volume of Porest Hishway activities has been limited again
for this period and the Sitke survey being carried on ies the only
engineering work in the Field, except minor investigations ef proposed
surfacing projeets and construction staking of the Juneau Airport prej~
ects On the Juneau Project erushing will stert in April and a determina~
tion will then be made regarding the nesessity and/or method of adding
200-mesh material. ,

Further progress was made on the design of projects noted in the
last report; namely, the Wards Cove Project near Ketchikan, the surfacing
from the Gastinesy Charmel Bridge to Douglee and the surfacing projects
on the Forest Highways through Yrengell and also through Petersburg.

A small prejact south of Eetehikan, approximately 2.7 miles in
length involving construction of an oil mat over the exieting cenant
stabilised base wes advertised early in the month, but the advertizce-
ment wee later withdraw as it was thenght thet some confusion might
result dueto the projeot's inclusion on the program for special funde
for improvement of Pulp mill area roada now under consideration.

e

information has been received from the Regional Forester's office
in Juneau thet lezal setion has been taken to asquire the necessary right-
of-way for the Kenai River Bridge and thet the projeet will therefore be
cleared for advertising early in April.

The design work was completed for the 8-1 unit of Seotion B of the
Glenn Highway and plens were forwarded to the Alaska Road Commission. It
is our understanding thet they will advertise this project in about two
woeks with the construction to he supervised with their om ferces.

Purther progress was also made on the cther projects for which
this office is hendling the preliminary engineering for the Road Comnis-
sion with completion expected for all except Section ¢C of the Alaska
Highwey by July 1, 1919.
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Ou Baroh 2, the five major bridges on the Peterson Creek-Indian
section, designated as Section F-3, of the Turnacain arm Project were
advertised with bids to be opened on April 18. There hes been more than
usual interest chown among the contractors for this project whish involves
five steel girder bridges with

concrete decks, at an eatimated cost of
approximately #500 ,090.

During the month, the Alaska Rellroad completed the detailed plans
end specifications for Seatien G of the Turnagain Arm Project, submitting
the design to this office for approval and at the seme tims, making a
request to the Alaske Road Commission for authority to advertise the
projeote The design was found generally satisfactory, although several
minor details were questioned as not being consistent with good highway
praabice and the Railrosd engineers promptly made the revisions requested,
The Alaska Road Cammission, having less than 23,000,000 in cash available
for the project at this time, were unable to authorize sdvertising. How
ever, the Railroad engineers, haying indicated that they believe that it
would be advantageous to advertise the work as early as possible and
because they have, for their own gonstruction, advertised projects in
advance of avallability of funds, propose to use such procedure in this
iustence. They plan to include a paragraph which would state that the
lewest acceptable bidder would be authorized to

perform
work only to the

eztent of funds on hand.

Upon further analysis, the Railroad authorities recommend that te
obtain better prices, that the contract completion dete be extended to
1951 with the railroad grade and tracke te be completed in the 19590
season. Also to be completed in 1950, vpon removal of the tracks from
thepresent grade, would be construction of a one-way roadway on the
existing railroad grade to allow highway traffie to use the roadway in
advance of the 1951 season, Some complication would result by interference
withtraffic in construction in 1951, but this diffieulty would be hald te
a mininun by sllowing traffle to pass through the project at only two short
intervals daily.

information has been reseived that the House Subsommittes which
considered the request for a supplemental appropriation of 85,009,660 te
complete the Turnagain arm failed to take action with the explanation thatit was anticipated“thet the corresponding Senate Subcomeaittes would take
the request under advisement and include it with its recommendation so
that the ectual availability of funds is somewhat in doubt at this time.

Construction on the Turtiagain. Arm has been stepped up during this
period and the contracter has completed et leact the lower part of thefill over the entire section at the head of the Arm from Quarts Creek to
Portagee This partial censtruction will materially aid in giving eccess
te the bridge sites and alse to the section adjacent to Quartz Creek which
has hitherto been completely inacesssible. The treated pile bents have
been completed for all of the trestles at the head of the Ayn under the
Lytle and Green contract and a good start has been made on the pouring of
the pre~aast concrete beams for these trestles,
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No work on the road has yet been undertaken on the three principal
interior surfacing contracts, but a large amount of equipment, including
a considerable number of new units, has been placed on the project both
at Anchorare and Fairbanks. The contractor is preparing to carry en
operations at a high level as soon as weather permits.

fhe contractor on Section B of the Alaske Highway made an inepec-
tion of road conditions over the Alaske Highvey end connecting highways,
but decided to use water transportation in preference to shipping by
roade Their entire complement of machinery ls new and will be shipped
from Portland to Valdes in April. It is planned to move it from Valdez
to the job site as early in May eas read opening at the Thompson Fass is
completed, with the hope thet the movement can be completed by June. 1.
fhe equipment is sll mounted on rubber tires and includes the largest
sized crushers and power plants normally available. for highway work.
The contractors confidently expect to produce over 200 yards per hour
of srushed material and believe that the project oan be

completed thisSUMMGrs .

‘Progress has continued slewly on the tenk farm construction
|
a

Anchorage and Valdez. It. is underetood that as.of the and of March,
tenke have been substantially gompleted at Anchorate and a thirdone bead
in the progress of erection, but that progress at Valdez is somewhst lese
then is reported from Anchoregd. The Alaska Road Commission people feel
that thetanke will be erected by thé completion dates specified, April 30,
199, but theprincipal bottleneck now anticipated that would affect
delivery ofbituminousmaterial is the main pipe line from ship te ‘ghore
and possibly also some of the miner piping necessary. It is understood
that the actual assembling of the tanke is procesding without

|‘diffiedlty
as thesomectiona arse quite acourabe and little difficulty is noted in
bolting:up the. connestions. ‘

OK @ matter of general interest, we learn that the Alaska Road
Commissionhes: aequired 25 Allis Chelmer H.D. 19 tractors with the necease
sary LaPlante-Choate scrapers, it being proponed” to use this extensive
compl eriant ‘equipment on the reconstruction of grading on the Richardson
Highway between Valdez andGlerm Allea. This seperation is to be carried on
on a dey labor basis. Preliminary engineering in advance of construction
will be hendied by an Alaska Road Commiesion party now being orgenizeds

of

During the week of March 6, 1919, the Division Engineer made a trip
ever the Alacka Highway from Whitehorse to Tairbanks in company with
Celonel Hoyes and the group vhom he invited to accompany him on his return
from Washington.

. ,

Ideal weather isaade the trip very pleasant, permitted very good
progress and offered favorable conditions for inspection of the winter
maintenance.
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fhe winter travel conditions are considered to be excellent and
high averace rates of vehicle speed was possible of attainments It was
partioularly evident thet the icing or glaciering of seepage water on
the roadway surface noted during the construction period has been Largely
well sontrelled, as in only te or three pleses was any ice from this
source noted on the road?s surfanee ,

Bue to axisting plane schedules, it was necessary te be in White-
herse for a ehort period before the party arrived from the south. ‘During
this period, various problema which the Canadian Army has encountered
in mainteining the Alaske Highway and some of their plana for the future
were discussed

with the headquarters personnel.

The Canadians have proposed a long term program of bridge con=-
—

struction ; nvolving the replacenent of the exiating timber bridges by
new steel yotures using thesteel made available for thet purposea

ed at Whitehorse. The work is to be handled by a small

the firstprodect to be undertaken is the Donjek RiverBridgeinvoly sistir
coca sight &

w0-foot.spans andee tale

he: replacementpf the Nisutiin Bay Bridree has been given a grant
mady caat.ant Wiestavebeen.decided |to

> conatruct
&Rapin

meebymemiles. ‘the deoieion
’ 3 been reached on the basiaof comparative estinateswhich

indicate 8
probable

saving of about $5007000, based on an estimated cos&
of replacementof the bridge of 31,5 6 ,000~ For winter use the present
roadway. sould be made evallable for traffic by orousing the bay on the
Lae

Information was also received. thet & program ef sonetruction of
permanesit-type housing rar. the service troops ie sonbenpleted to replace
the existingtemporary structures which are considered to be rather
expensive to maintain.

T% was stated thet the vudget for the next year was set at about
$10,000,000. This grozs cont is inclusive of maintenance of airports
and new permanent housings The figure previously used of $3,000,000
for aotuel maintenance and mein betterments still represents the cost
of the work chargeable to these striatly highway costs.
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Of general interest, it was noted that the towh of Shitehorse
has made some permanent growth in spite of the removal of many of the
war=time operations with the present population being estinated at
from 3,009 te 5,000.

It ie reported that traffic over the highway in February con~
sisted of P7O vehicles northbound and ebaut 70 vehicles southbound,
indicating that mach of the present traffic is genersted by construc-
tion acthivities getting under way in Alaske.

All the steff officers for both the Division and District Officss
heave arrived in Alaska and also « number cf the Resident Igineers.
Be» Miller from Denver still continues to fill the assignment of Materials
Engineer on a temporary basis and ne information has been received
rezerding the essignment of a permanent employee to this position.
Mires Me He Flint has arrived and replaced Mr. il P. Hart as Division
Construction Enginser, with Wr. Hert réturning te Sen Francisco.
MreWs As Wood arrived from Billings, Montana, to take the assignment
agDistriet Construction Engineer for the Juneau District. Ur. John A.
Hawes reported t6 this office and ws assigned as Resident Engineer at

. Katehiken. Very few additional employees were recruited at points in the
United States far this Division, but.a number of people were employed in
Alaske to Fill the lower~grade positions and i$ ie thought thet we may
obtain a number of additionel men in thie sreae It appears that the groups

_ mostdifficultto recruit are the intermediate grades comprising the paving
plant inapectors, transitmen, and levelwen. Tt hes been suggested that te
fill this last group, thet employees mey be obtained from the P-2 to Pl
examination register for temporary assigament in this aren, to be given
a permanent assignment leter in the States.

There are enclesed'bwo copies of the monthly report from the Seward
‘Distviet. Activities im the duneau District have not been sufficient te
warrant submission of the narrative report for Herch for this District.

FnclosureHAS: rb



PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
DIVISION 10

SEWARD DISTRICT

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR
MARCH 1949

TURNAGAIN ARM FROJECTS

Sections 0 & BD - Mile 58 to Quartz Creek

erk on structure excavation for the Canyon Creek Bridge at the
extreme south end of Section ¢ was resumed on Maroh 23 with a small corer,
The last of the foundation pedestals should be ready for pouring conerete
this week. The bridge contractor has freighted some materials and camp
supplies to the project from Seward and is attempting to get supplies to
various points on Section ¢ before the frost goes out of the ground,
There ie no activity on the grading work. Snow at Kile 58 is still about
2 feet deep. An engineering crew of 4 men has been returned to Mile 56.
Clearing and grubbing operations have barely reached the north end of
Section D by the crew working up wuartz Creek from the Portage end. Fro-
gress on this work has been extremely slow. ‘The contractor is now rigging
a logging donkey on skids in an attempt to accelerate this operation.

Section E - Quarts Creek to Fortage

Good progress has been made on this projeot since work was re-
sumed in January, and progress is now reported satisfactory. 411 pile
bents have been driven and capped. Forms are being constructed for pre-
casting concrete stringers, and it is expected that the contractor will
start pouring concrete beams during the next month.

4 1-1/2 c.y. shovel is working in the borrow pit at the mouth of
quartz Greek and a 2-1/2 ¢.y. shovel is working in the borrow pit near
Portage. A lift of borrow one lane wide has been placed across the tidal
swamp area between Portage and Quartz Creek. Gompletion of this operation
affords the contractor access to Quartz Creek and the D section south from
Turnagain Arm, and should accelerate progress on both the D end E sections,
Gomment on the lack of progress on the clearing up Guartz Creek on the
south end of E and the north end of D was made in the foregoing paragraphs.

4n angineering crew of 9 men is working out of Fortage and a crew
of 4 men is working out of a portable camp at the mouth of Yuartz Creek.



Section F~l - Portage to Peterson Greek

All pile bents on the last bridge on this section have been driven
and capped. There is no activity at the present time except hauling pre-
cast beams to the bridge sites.

Tidal action during the high tides around the middle of March
lifted the ice that has built up around the pile bridge bents and has
broken a number of the sway braces on the bridges on both Sections & and
Fel. The upshift of the ice against the lower end of the sway brace that
projects beyond the outside pile has caused the breakage. Ten sway braces
are known to be broken on the Twenty Mile Bridge on Section F+1, and four
on the Placer River Bridge on Section E, Braces on many of the other
bridges are still buried in 3 to 4 feet of ice. When this ice goes out
other broken sway braces may be found. The problem is under study now
and recommendations as to corrective measures will be made in the near
future. All damage to result from ice and tidal action thie year has al-
ready occurred. On the one bridge where the bents were completed after
the lee damage was discovered, the sway braces were installed so the lower
ends of the sway braces are above the elevation expected to be reached by
the ice. The design of the bents and arrangement of the sway braces is
conventional, in that no features are ineorporated to provide any protec-
tion against ice action.

Section F-2 - Feterson Creek to Indian

MaxJ. Kuney, the contractor on this project, is erecting camp at
Girdwood and expects to start clearing and grubbing operations in April,
Present plans contemplate working over the part of the project between
Girdwood and Indian this year. Drilling ard blasting operations will be
started on the heavy rock just north of Girdwood and are expected to pro-
gress toward Anchorage. A 31/2 c.y. shovel and hauling equipment will
be sent to the project later in the spring or early summer. An engineer-
ing crew of about 12 men is ateking this project from a camp at Girdwood.

Section G ~ Indian to Potter

Plans have been completed by the Alaska Railroad and approved,
subject to certain changes and conditions, by the Division Office, The
Alaska Railroad and Alaska Road Commission are working out the details
of financing.When this has been completed it is understood that the pro-
ject will be advertised.



GLENN HIGHWAY

Section A - “Anchorage to lalmer

Contractors operations have not yet been resused, although the previous
report indicated work would start by the middle of March. The contractor is
unloading large amounts of very good equipment in Palmer and will start erush-
ing operations probably late in April or early in May. ‘he sub-contractor on
the grading has apparently been preparing to resume clearing and grubbing
operations for more than a month, put no work has been started.

iction is being taken by the Alaska foad Commission to provide the
rights-of-way necessary through private lends.

The supplemental agbsement for the work through Ft. Richardson has
been drawn up in ite final form and submitted to the contractor by the Divis-
ion Office. The letter from the Ft. Sichardson officials approving suitable
sources of material for the work within the Post was recalled and the necessary
approval must now come from the War Department in Washington. The Alaska Road
Commission takes the optimistic view that the approval will be forthcoming in
sufficient time to preclude delaying the work,

There is an enginsering crew of 10 men at Falmer staking work ahead of
the contractor.

Section B-l - Falmer to Glenn Highway Kile 92

Flans have been prepared in the “ivision Office. The Alaska Hoad
Commission at the present time intends toc award the contract and supervises
the construction operations,

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Sections A & B ~ Fairbanks to Big Delta

All sonstruction work has been shut down sinoe last December and is
not expected to be resumed before late April or May. The contractor is
getting large quantities of excellent new equipment on the project and pre-
paring to resume work when the weather permits.

An engineering crew of 5 men is located at the Alaska Road Commission
camp at Bile 66 south of Fairbanks and is staking Section B. Arrangements
have been made to again obtain board and Lodging for some engineering per-
sonnel at Ladd Air Foree Base in Fairbanks, and at dlelson Air Foree Base 26
miles south of Fairbanks.



ALASKA HIGHWAY

Section B - Johnson River to Tok Junetion

The contractor for this project recently was in Alaska making
preliminary plans to start operations probably in Mey. He expects to
start shipping equipment to Valdez in April. No contract work has been
done and no engineering parties have been organized. «affective April 15
this project will be placed under the jurisdiction of the Southeastern
Alaska District and will be handled from duneau.

KUNAL RIVER RIGHWAY; FOREST HIGHWAY PROJECT 5-Bl

Right-of-way for this project is being acquired by the Forest
Service. ‘ork is now in progress by maintenance forces to replace the
north bent and bulkhead in order to keep the old bridge in service during
the coming year.

SEWARD MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS

Danger of snow slides has apparently passed as the snow in most of
the slide areas has already descended without covering the road. iiarm
weather during the past month has made it possible to get most of the ice
off the road that accumulated because of the glaciering lest Fall. Work
is in progress thawing culverts and repairing the Kenai River Bridge at
Goopers Landing.

Increased activity in the vicinity of Girdwood because of the
Turnagain Arm construction will make it necessary at some future time
to perform considerable maintenance and rehabilitation on the Crow Creek
Forest Highway north of Girdwood. During recent years use of this highway
has not been sufficient to justify eny appreciable amount of maintenance
work. Under these circumstances, the bridges have deteriorated and alders
and willows have encroached so that ditches and shoulder are now practi-
oally non-existent. “hen the Sewerd-Anchorage highway is opened it is
expected that this area will develop to the extent that rehabilitation
of the road will be justifiable,

PERSONNEL

rersonnel recently transferred from the States hae strengthened
our organizetion in thisDistrict very materially and most fieid parties
are adequately steffed perform the Limited amount of engineering work
that can be. done +n lyn, tte season, Kecruitment of experienced
personnel in the higher SP- prades: and lower professional grades should
continue, as- thé need for such personnel will be great as soon as contract
operations start6n additionalprojects.

to

Karch 29, 1949 B. &M. French
District ingineer
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Division Ten

April 2, 1019

PO: Mr. J. Ss Bright, Deputy Commissioner, Fashington, De Cs

FROM, H, As Stoddart, Division Engineer

SUBJECT: Confidential Monthly Report for Marsh 19L9 for Division 10

The volume of Forest Highway activities has deen limited again
for this period and the Sitka survey being carried on is the only
engineering werk in the field, except minor investigations of proposed
surfacing projects and construction staking of the dmesu Airport proj-
ect, On the Juneau Project crushing will start in April and a determina-
tion will then be made regarding the necsssity and/or method of adding
200-mesh material.

Further progress was made on the design of projects noted in the
last report; namely, bhe Wards Cove Project near Ketehikan, the surfacing
from the Gastineau Channel Bridge to Douglas and the surfacing projects
on the Forest Highways through Wranrell and also through Petersburg.

A small project south of Ketchikan, approximately 2.7 miles in
length involving construction of an o41 mat over the existing cement
stabilized base was advertised early in the month, but the advertise-
ment was later withdraw as it was thought thet some confusion might
result due to the projest's inclusion on the program for special funds
for improvement of pulp mill ares roade now under consideration.

information has been received from the Regional Forester's office
in Juneau thet legal aotion has been taken to acquire the necessary right-
of-way for the Kenai River Bridge and that the projeot will thersfors be

- eleared for advertising early in April,
The design work was completed for the B-1 wit of Seotion B of the

Glenn Highway and plans were forwarded to the Alaska Road Commission. It
is our understanding thet they will advertise this projest in about two
weeks with the construction to be supervised by their own forces. ,

Further progress was also made on the other projeots for which
this office is handling the preliminary engineering for the Road Oommis~
sion with completion expected for all except Section ¢ of the Alaska
Highway by July 1, i9l9.
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On March 2h, the five major bridges on the Peterson Creek~Indian
section, designated as Section F-3, of the Turnagsin Arm project wére
advertised with bids-to be opened on April 18. There hae been more than
usual interest shown among the contractors for this project which involves
five steel girder bridges with concrete decks, at an estimated cost of
approximately $500,000.

During the month, the Alaska Railroad completed the detailed plans
and specifications for Section G of the Turnagain Atm Project, submitting
the design to this office for approval and at the same time, making a
request to the Alaska Road Commission for authority te advertise the
project. The design was found generally satisfactory, although several
minor detaile were questioned as not being consistent with good highway
practice and the Railroad engineers promptly made the revisions requested.
The Alaska Road Commission, having less then $3,000,000 in cash available
for the project at this time, were”vaneble to authorize advertising. How-
ever, theRailroad engineers, having indicated that they believe that it
would beadvantageous to advertise. thework as early as possible.end
because. they have, for their ow eotistruction, advertised projects in
advanoa of availability of funds, propose to use such procedure in this
inetances ‘They plan to include a paragraph which would state that the
lowest-accepteble bidder wouldbe authorized to perform work only to the

extent of funds on
hends

pen far eer onalysis, theeee on authorities recommend that to:
coupletion date be extended to

te te be‘sompleted
in the 1950

1951.BORO Sone:hiehnay ‘rattewould ‘result ‘by duiterference
:eeconstruction in 15h but. this difficulty would

beheld to

that theane vr veitatititeof funds is somewhat in doubt at this time.

‘Construction on the urnagein Arm has been stepped up during this
period and.the.gontractor has. -aomp ted. at least the lowsor part of the
fill over the entire seotion at thé head of the Arm from Quart, Creek to
Portage. This partial construction will materially aid in giving access
to the bridge sites and also to the section adjacent to Quarts Creek which
has hitherto bean completely inaccessible. The treated pile bents heve
been completed for ail of the trestles at the head of the Arm under the
Lytie and Green contract and a good start has been made on the pouring of
the pre-cast concrete beams for these trestles.
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No work on the road has yet been undertaken on the threes principal
interior surfacing contracts, but a large amoumt of equipment, including
a considerable number of new mits, has been placed on the project both
at Anchorage and Fairbenka. The contractor is preparing to carry on
operations at a high level as soon as weether permits.

The contractor on Section B of the Alaska Highway made an iuspec-
tion of road conditions over the Alaske Highway and connecting highways,
but decided to use water transportation in preference to shipping by
road. Their emtire somplement of machinery is new and will be shipped
from Portland'te Yaldeg in April. It is planned te move it from Valdez
to the job site as early in Hay as road opening at the Thompson Pass is
completed, with the hope that the movement can be completed by June
The equipment is all mounted on rubber tires and includes the largest-
sized erushers and power plents normally available for highwey work.
The contractors confidently expect to produce over 200 yards per hour
of crushed material and believe that the project can be eompleted this
SUEMEY»

Progress has continued slowly on the tank farm construction at
Anchorage and Vaidez.e It is understood that as of the end of March, tye
tanks have been substantially completed at Anchorage and a third one is
in the progress of erection,but thet progress at Valdez is somewhat less
than is reported from Anchorage. The Alaska Road Commission people feel
that the tanks will be erected by the completion dates specified, April 30,
199, but the principal bottleneck nowanticipated that would affect
delivery ef bituminous meterial is the main pipe line from ship to shore
and possibly elso some of the minor piping necessary. It is understood
thet the actual assembling of the tanks is proceeding without difficulty
as the connections are quite accurate and little difficulty is noted in
bolting up the connections.

As a matter of general interest, we learn that the Alaska Road
Commission has acguired 25 Allis Chalmer H.D. 19 tractors with the neces=

‘ sary LePlante-Choate serapers, it being proposed to use this extensive
complement of equipment on the reconstruction of grading on the Richardson
Highway between Valdez and Glenn Allens This operation isto be carried on
on ae day labor basis. Preliminary engineering in advance of construction
will be handled by an Alaska Road Commission party now being orpanized.

During the week of March 6, 1919, the Division Engineer made a
trip over the Alaska Highway from Whitehorse to Fairbanks in sompany with
Colonel Noyes and the group whom he invited to acsompanyhim on his return
from Washing tone

Ideal weather made the trip very pleasant, permitted very good
progress and offered favorable conditions for inspection of the winter
neintenances
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The winter travel conditions are considered to be excellent and
high averaze rates of vehicle speed was possible of attainment. It was
particularly evident that the ising or glaciering of seepage water on
the roadway surface noted during the construction period has been largely
well controlled, as in only two or three places was any ice from this
source noted on the road's surface.

Due to existing plane schedules, it was necessary to be in White~
horse for a short period before the party arrived from the south. During
this period, various problems which the Canadian Army hes encountered
in maintaining the Alaska Highway and some of their plans for the future
were disenssed with the headquarters personnel.

The Canadians have proposed a leng term pregyram of bridge con~
struction involving the replacement of the existing timber bridges by
new steel structures using the steel made available for that purpose
end stockpiled at Whitehorse. The work is to be handled by a small
bridge crews

The Pirst project to be undertaken is the Ponjek River Bridge
-which invelves a bridge consisting of eight 200-foot spans and approxi-
mately six miles of necessary roadway to connect with the existing high-
way. The estimate that this single project will require about three
yearss

Pollowing that, there is proposed the replacement of the LewesRiver Bridge. The program also inegludss replacement of minor strvuetures,
replasenant of existing timber bridges with steel structures at minor
corssings west of Watson Lake.

fhe replacement of the Hisutlin Bay Bridges has been given a great
deal of study and it seems to have been decided to oonstruct a roadway
on a new losation around Hisutlin Bay and including a new bridge crossing
the Risutlin River. The revision requires construction of 22 miles of
new roadway and will increase the road length by16 miles, The decision
apparently has been reached on the basis of comparative estimates which
indieate a probable saving of about $500,000, based on an estimated cost
of replacement of the bridge of $1,500,000. For winter use the present
roadway could be made available for treffic by crossing the pay on the
LoGe

Information was also received that a program of construction of
permanent«typs housing fer the service troops is contemplated to replace
the existing temporary structures which are considered to be rather
expensive to maintain.

It was stated that the budget for the next year was set at about
$10,000,006. This gross cost is inclusive of maintenance of airports
and new permanent housing. The figure previously used of $5,000,000
for actual maintenance and main betterments etill represents the cost
of the work chargeable to these strictly highway costs.
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Of general interest, it was noted that the town of Whitehorse
has made some permanent growth in spite of the removal of many of the
war-time operations with the present population

being
estimated at

from 3,000 to 5,000.

It is reported thet treffie over the highway in February con-
sisted of 270 vehicles northbound end sbout 76 vehicles southbound,
indicating that much of the present traffie is generated by construe~-
tion activities gatting under way in Alaska.

All the staff officers for beth the Bivision and District
Offices heave arrived im Alaska end also a number of the Resident
Enginéers. Mr. Hillier from Denver still continues to fill the assign=
ment of Materials Engineer on a temporary basis and no information has
been received regarding the assignment of a permanent employee to this
position. Mr. Ks M. Flint has arrived and replaced Hrs H. FP. Hart as
Division Construetion Engineer, with Hr. Hart returning to San Francisco.
Mre We Ae Wood arrived from Billings, Montana, to take the assignment as

' District Construetion Engineer for the Juneau District. Mrs John A+ Hewes
reported to this office and was assigned as Resident Engineer at Ketchikan.
Very fee additional employess were recruited at points in the United
States for this Division, but a number of people were exployed in Alaske
to £111 the lower-grade positions and it is thought that we.may obtein a
number of additional men in this areas, It appears that the groups most
diffievlt to recruit are the intermediate grades comprising the paving
plant Inspectors, transitmen and levelmen. It has been suggested that
to £111 this laet group, that employees may be obtained from the P-2 to
Pel) examination register for temporaryassignment in this area, to be
given a permanent assignment later in the States.

HAS: rb




