EXREEEXNEREINE
Divieion Ten

April 1, 1919

TO Dre Le I, Hewss, Chiefl, Western Headguarters, 5mn Francisco,
Gelifornie

FRO¥: He As Stoddart, Division Enpinesr

EUBJECTy Confidential Wonbthly Report for Hersh 19LP for vivisiom 10

The velume of Porest Highway activities has been limitsd aszain
for this period and the Sitke survey belng carried on iz the only
enpgineering work in the Fleld, except minor investipgstions ef propessd
surfacing projeste and consbruction steking of the Junesu Adrport prej-
sots On ths Juneaw Project erushing will sbert in fpril and e debermine-
Fion will then be mede regarding the nesessity end/or method of addimg
Z00-umesh maberial, .

Purther progress wes made on the desipn of projecte noted in the
last reports nemely, the Viards Cove Project near {etcohiksn, the surfecing
from the Sastinesv Channel Bridge to Dougles and the surfacing projects
on the Forest Hirhways through Sreapell and slso throuzh Pebersburg.

A small project south of Esbehilkan, spproximsbely 2.7 miles in
length involving eonstrustion of an oil mail over the exieting cemant
sbabilired bass wes sdverbised early in the month, bubt the sdvertise-
nent wee leber withdrawn ans it was thovght thet some confusien might
result due to the projeot's imelusion on the progrem for spseisl funde
for improvemsnt of Pulp mill sres roads now under considersbion.

¥

Infermation has beon received from the Reglonml Foresterts office
in Junesuv thet lersel sction has been telen to acquire the necessary righi-
of-uny for the Kenel River Bridze and that the projeot will therefore be
cleared Ffor advertising esrly in fpril.

The deeign work wee complebed for the 3-1 unit of Seotlon B of the
Glenn Highway and plens were forwarded Lo the Alaske Road Uommission. It
is our undersbanding that they will advertise this project in sbout twoe
weeks with the construction to be supervised with thelr own forces.

Further progress was aleo made on the other projecte for which
this office ie hendling the preliminary engineering for the Rosd Commise
gion wibh completion expected for all ercept Sectilon { of the flaska
Highway by July 1, 1949.
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On ¥arch 2, the five major bridpes on the Peterson Creek-Indian
section, designested as Zeotlon F-3, of the Turnmagein Arm Project were
advertised with bids to be opened on April 18, There has besen more than
usual interest shown smong the contrachtors for this projset which involves
Pive steel girder bridges with cencrate decks, at aun sstimsted eest of
aﬁprcximateiy £500,000.

Iuring the momth, the Alaskas Reilroad complebed the debeiled plans
end gpecifieations for Ssotlon G of the Twnagein Arm Project, submitilng
the design to this office for aoproval and at the same tims, making a
reguest to the Alsske Road Commission for authority to advertise the
projeob. The design was found genorasily satisfactory, slihough severdl
minor detalls were questioned as not being consishent with good highway
practice snd the Reilrosd engineers prompily mede the revicions reguested.
The Alaske Road Commission, having less than £3,000,000 in omsh avallable
for the project at this time, were unsble to suthorize advertising. Howe
egver, the Railroad engineers, having indiecated that they believe that it
wonld be adveanbageous bo advertise the work as enrly as possiblse and
bscause they have, for their own censbrucblon, advertised projesets in
advanse of avellability of funds, propose to us® such procedurs in this
instance. They plan to inciude a paragraph which would state that the
lewsst scagphable bidder would be aubhorized to parferm work only to the
gxbent of fundes on hand.

Upon further enslysis, the Reilroad sutheritlss recommend that be
obbaia betber prices, thet the eonbracht completion dabe be extended to
1951 vwAth the railfoed grade and trasks to be completed in the 19950
season. Also te be complebed in 1950, upon removsl of the tragks from
the present grade, would bs sonstruction of o one-way rosdway ou the
sxigting railroad grade to allow highway traffic to use the readway in
advanoe of the 1951 season. Some complication would result by interfersnce
with traffie in comstruction im 1951, but this diffieulty would be hald %o
& minimuws by allowing traffle to pass through the project at only two short
inbervels daily.

Informetion has boen received that the Honse Suboommittes which
considered Yhe requsst for a supplemental appropriation of £5,000,000 to
somplete ths Turnazain Arm failed bo taks astion with the explapmation bthat
it wns entieipated thet the corresponding fenate Subsommitbss would bake
the request under sdvisemsnt and Inecluds it with its recommendsbion so
that the sctusl availability of funds is somewhat in doubd &t this time.

Construetion on the Turnegalin Arm hss been stepped up during this
period and the contractor has complebed ot leaet the lower part of the
£ill over the entire section at the head of the Arm from Quartz (resk Lo
Partage. This partial ceastruction will materlelly aid in glving sccess
to the bridge sites and alse to the ssetion adjacent to Quartz Creek which
has hitherto been completsly inacessgible. The treated pile benis have
been completed for all of the trestles at the head of the Aym under the
Lytle end Green contract end s good start hes bgen made om the pouring of
the pre—~aast vonocrete beams for these btrestles.
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o work on the road has yot been underteken on the three principal
interior surfacing conbracts, but a large smount of equipment, including
2 considerable number of new units, has been pleced on the projset both
gt Anchorsce and Fairbanks. The econtrasctor is prepsrinog to garry en
operntions gt e high level ss soon o8 westher permits.

The conbracter on Section B of the Alsske Wighwsy mede an Inspse~
tien of road conditions over the Aleskea Highvey emd ovonneeting highways,
but decided to use wabsr Lransportabion in preferencs to shipping by
rogd. Their entire complemsnut of mechinery ls new and will be shipped
from Portlend to Veldez in April. It is placned to move it from Valdez
to the job site ss early iu ¥ay ss roed opening st ths Thompson Pass is
vomplebad, with the hope that the movement can be complebed by June l.
The soulpment is &1l mounted on rubber tires and includes the largest-
sized orushers and powsr plants normslly available for highway works
The conbractors confidently expech to produes over 200 yards por hour
of erushed meterial aund believs that the project ven be compleled this
BUNMErs :

. Progress hos continued slewly on the tank farm oonstruction at
inchorare and Valdes. It is wnderzbood that ss of the ead of March, two
tanke hove been cubstentially sompleted st Anchorsge snd s third one ie
in the progress of erechtiom, buk that progress at Veldez is pomewhst less
than ie raported from Anchoreras The Aleska Poad Commission people fesl
thet the barke will be erectad by the completion detes spesified, April %0,
193, but the principal bottlsncok now aﬁmsapr&:s& that would effect
de}._ivgrg sf bituninous meberial is the main pipe line from ship to shore
and possibly also some of the Eli‘}.’iﬁl* piping necesssry. It is understood
that the mobusl aneserbling of the Hanks is procesding without dirficdlty
s the cownections are quite acoursbe and 1ittle difficulty is noted in
wolting up the oonusttions. .

A8 g mabber of penergl inberest, we learn thai the Alasks Road
Cormisgion hes acquired 25 21lis Chelmer HeDs 1Y tractors with ihe necess
sary LaPlante~Choete serspers, it being propoced” to use this extensive
cem?l%ani: of eguipment on the reconstruction of prading on the Richardson
Hichway be{aﬁem Valdegz end Glenn Allen. This eperation ic bo be carried on
on & dsy labor basis. Preliminary enginsering in advance of construetica
#ill be handied by an Aleske Road Commiesion party now being ergenlised.

During the week of Herch &, 1949, the Dlvision Enginesr made a trip
over the flacke Fehwmy from r’hr}:eharss te Peirbanks in company with
Uolonel Hoyes snd the {roup whom he invited to mocompany him om his rebura
from Vashingbon.

1&3‘&1 weather iade the trip very pleasent, permitted very pood
progress and offered favorable conditione for inspection of the winter
meintenanse.
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The winter travel conditions are considered to be excellent and
nigh everace rates of vehlole spesd was possible of asttainwents It was
particularly evident that the icing or glaciering of sespage waber on
the roadwsy surface noted during the construction psriod has been largely
well contrelled, as in only Hwo or three pleses was any loe from fhis
souree nobsd on the road's surface. )

Due to existing plane schedvles, it wns necessary te be in Thite-
horse for a short period before the party arrived from the soubth. During
this perlod, various problems which the Conadlsn Army has encountered
in maintaining the Alsska Highvway end some of their plans for the fubure
were dis¢ussed with the headquarters personnel.

. The Canadisne have proposed s long Yerm program of bridge con- -
strustion involving the replaecenent of the exlsting tivber bridges by
new sbesl strustures using the steel made available for thal purpose
and stockplled at Bhitehorse. The work is Yo be handled by & smsll
bridse crow, °

: The firet project to be underbaken is the Donjek River Bridge
ezhie:h iﬂwhres 2 bridge consisting of eight H0-foot spans and spproxi-
m&%el‘y six miles of neowysary roadway to conmect with the existing high-
ways  They sstzmate tifzgj; this smﬂls gmgsei: will reguirs about. t&r&a
yeares. o

?sllawiﬁg ’Eh&t there is ?i"ﬂ?&ﬁ&& +the replacement of the Lewes
R.Wer Bri&ge. The progran also insludes replusement of miner structures,
réplacenent of existing timber hr:zéges with steel structures at minor
' erassmgs wes‘h of %&tsan Lakm :

e T}ze re;:},&aament of the ﬁlsﬁi{in Bay Bridge has besn given a graat
&ﬁal/&f s’%;uég and it seeme to have been deeided o sonsbtruet & rca.ﬂﬁa;
on & mew location arcund Fisutlin Bay and ineluding & mew bridze sroesing
the Hisutlin River. The revisiln requires donstrustion of 22 miles of
new rosdwsy and will incresze the rosd’ Tength by 16 miles. The decision
ap;arently has beén resshed on the basiaz of somparstive estimates which
indicate & arabable saﬁn’i of shout éﬁﬁa {}fot; based on sn estimsebed aost
of replucemant of ‘She bridg& of £1,500,000. PFor winber use ths present
madway emﬁﬁ bve Iﬁaﬁﬁ syailable for braffic by orossing the bay on the
163*

Infoymation was alse received thet a progran of sonstruction of
gsemaneﬂt-ﬁygm housing for the service btroops is conbeupleted to replace
the existing bemporary structures which are considersd to be rether
sxpensive to maintain,

It wne stated that the bu«iggﬁ for the next year was set at about
£10,000,000: This gross cost is inclusive of maintenance of airports
and new pormspent housirg. The figure previeusly used of §3,000,000
for aotuel maintenanse and main beblermants sbill repressnts the costs
of the work chargesble to these strictly highwey coste.
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Of peners]l inbterest, 1t wes noted that ths towh of Hhitshorse
has made soms permenent growbh in spite of the removal of wany of the
var-time operations with the present populsation beling sstimabed st
from 7,000 te 5,000.

It ie reporbted that traffic over the hizhwsy in Februsry con-
sisbed of 270 vehicles northhound and sbout 70 vehielon southbound,
indicating thet much of the present treffic is genersted by consbrue-
tion mchivities getting andar way in Alasks.

£11 the sbelf officers for both the Division and District Offices
have arrived in Alsska and alse s pumbsr of the Resident nginsers.
Wre BEiller from Denver still continuves to fill the sssigmnent of ¥aterisls
forinesr on a benporary basis and ne information hes been recelved
regarding the essignment of o pormsuent employee bo this position.
¥re. Yo He Flint has srrived and replaced Mr. I, P« Harlt as Division
Construstion Enginser, with ¥r. Iprt rdburning te Sen Prancissc.
Mre s A. Wood arrived from Billings, Woniane, t0 teke the assigmment
as Diebriet Consbruetion Enginser for the Juussu Dstrict. Hr. John A.
Hewss reporbed %6 this office and was aesigned s Resident Engineer at
- Eatehiken. Very few additional employwess were recrulibed at points in the
Unitad Stabes for this Pivision, but a number of people were employed in
#laska to Fill the lower-grads posibione aud it ic thought thet we may
cblain & number of additionel men im this srea. I% appesrr thet the groups
Cmost diffieult %o reorvit sre the intermedliave prudep comprising the peving
plant inspecbors, trspsibmen, and levelwen. Tt hsos been suggested that 4o
£i11 this lest group, thet employees mey be obleinesd from the P-2 to P=lh
gxamination register for bemporary assigament in tlis ares, to be given
8 pormanent sseipnment lsber in the Sistes.

There are enclosed twe copias of the monbhly report from the Seward

“pistriet. Astivitiss in the Junepu Disbrict have not besn suf'ficient to
warrant submission ef the narrative report for Ferch Por thisz Disbricts

fnclosurelAS:rb



PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
DIVISION 10
SEWARD DISTRICT

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR
HARCH 1949

TURNAGALR ARM FROJELTS
Segetions C & D - Mile 58 to Quartz Crssk

work on structure excavation for the fanyon Creek Bridge at the
extreme south end of Section § was resumed on March 23 with a small crew.
The last of the foundation pedestals should be ready for pouring concrete
this week. The bridge contractor has freighted some mabterials and camp
suppiiss to the project from Seward and 1s attempting to get supplies to
various points on Section O before the frost goes out of the ground.
There is no activity on the grading work. OSnow at Eile 58 ig still about
2 feet deep. An engineering crew of 4 men has been returned to ¥ile 58,
Clesring and grubbing operstlons have barely reached the north end of
Section D by the crew working up Guartz Creek from the Fortage end. Fro-
gress on this work has been exbremely slow. The contractor is now rigging
a logging donkey on skids in an attempt Lo acoelerate this operation.

Section B -~ Quarts Cresk to Fortage

Good progress has been made on this project since work was re-
sumed in January, znd progress i now reported sstisfactory. 41l pile
bents have been driven and capped. Forms are being constructed for pre-
cagting conerate stringers, and it is expected that the contractor will
start pouring concrebe beams during the next month.

A 1-1/2 o.,y. shovel is working in the borrow pit at the mouth of
wuartz Creek and a 2-1/2 c.y. shovel is working in the borrow pit near
Fortage. 4 1ift of borrow one lane wide has bsen placed across the tidal
swamp area beiween Portage and Quarty Creek. Completion of this operation
affords ths contractor asccess to Quartz Oreek and the D section south from
Turnagain Arm, and shonld accelerate progress on both the I znd E sections,
Comment on the lack of progress on the clearing up wuarbz Creek on the
south end of E and the north snd of D was m&de in the foregoing paragraphs.

An engineering crew of 9 men is working out of jortage and a crew
of 4 men is working out of a portable camp at the mouth of Luartz Creek,



Segtlon F-1- - Portage Lo Pelerson Cresk

All pile bents on the last bridge on thils section have been driven
and capped. There ils no activity at the present time except hauling pre-
cast beams Lo the bridge sites.

Tidal action during the high tides around the middle of March
lifted the ice that has built up around the pile bridge bents and has
broken g number of the sway braces on ths bridges on both Sections § and
F=1. The upshift of the ice against the lower end of the sway brace that
projects beyond the outside pile has caused the breakagse. Ten sway braces
are known to be broken on the Twenty Mile Bridge on Section F-1, and four
on the Placer River Bridge on Section E. Braces on many of the other
bridges are still buried in 3 to 4 feet of ice., lhen this ice goes out
obther broken sway braces may be found. The problem is under study now
and recommendations as to corrective measures will be made in the near
future., All damage to result from lce and tldel action this year has al-
ready occurred. On the one bridge where the bents were completed after
the lce damage was discovered, the sway braces were installed so the lower
ends of the sway braces are above the elevation expected to be reached by
the ice., The design of the bents and arrangement of the sway braces is
conventional, in that no femturss are inecrporated Lo provide any protec-
tion against ice action,

Section F-2 = Fsterson Creek to Indian

Hax J. Kuney, the contractor on this project, is erecting camp at
(firdwood and expects to start clearing and grubbing operations in April,
Present plans conbemplste working over the part of the project between
(irdwood and Indian this year. Drilling and blasting opsrations will be
started on the heavy rock jusi north of Girdwood and are expected to pro-
gress toward Anchorage. A 3-1/2 co.y. shovel and hauling equipment will
be sent to the preoject lster in the spring or early swmmer. &n sngineer-
ing crew of about 12 men is steking this projsct from a camp at Girdwoed.

Saction G ~ Indian to Potter

Plana havs been completed by the Alaska Raillroad and approved,
subjeet Lo certain changes and conditions, by the Division 0ffice, The
Alaska Railroad and Alaska Hoad Commlssion are working out the details
of financing.When this has been completed it is understood that the pro-
Jeet will be advertised.



CLIENK HIGHYAY
feotion & - snchorage to lalmer

Gontractors operations have not yet been resumed, although the previous
report indicated work would start by the middle of March. The contractor is
unloading large amounts of very good eguipment in Palmer and will start crush-
ing operations probably late in April or early in ¥ay. “he sub-contractor on
the grading has apparently bsen preparing to resume clearing and grubbing
operations for more than a month, but no work has been started.

isction is being teken by the Alaska Hoad Commission to provide the
rights-of-way necessary through priveie lapds.

The supplementel agbsement for the work through Ft. Richardson has
been drawn up in ite final form and submitted to the contractor by the Divis-
ion Office. The lstter from the Fi. Hichardson officials approving sultable
sources of material for the work within the Post was recalled and the necessary
approval must now come from the Sar Department in Washington. The Alaske Road
Commission takes the optimistic view that the approval will be forthcoming in
sufficient time {o preclude delaying the work.

There is an engineering crew of 10 men at Falmer staking work shead of
the contractor.

Section B-1 - Falmer to Glenn Highway Kile 92

Flans have bsen prepared in the “ivision 0ffice. The ilaska Hoad
Commission et the present time intends Yo award the contract and suyperviss
the constructlon operations,

RIGHARDSON HIGHWAY
Sections A & B ~ Fairbanks to Big Delts

£31 eonstruetion work has been shut down since last Decenber anid is
not expected to be resumed before late April or Mey. The contractor 15
getting large quantities of excellent new eguipment on the project and pre-
paring to resume work when the westher permits.

in engineering ecrew of 5 men is located at the Alaska Road Commission
camp at kile 66 sowth of Fairbanks and ig staking Section B, Arrangements
heve been made to again obtain board and lodging for some engineering per-
sonnel at Ladd air Force base in Falrbanks, and at dlelson Alr Force Base 26
riles south of Falirbhanks.



ALASKA HIGHWAY
Section I - Johnson River to Tok dJdunction

The contractor for this project recently was in Alasks making
preliminary plans to start operations probably in ¥ey. lie expects to
start shipping eauipment to Valdez in April, No contract work has been
done and ne engineering parties have been organized. affective Appil 15
this project will be placed under the jurisdietion of the Southeastern
4Alaska District and will be handlsd from Juneau.

KENAT RIVER EIGHWAY; FOREST HIGHWAY PROJECT 5-Bl

Right-of-way for this project is being acquired by the Forest
Service. ‘ork is now in progress by maintenance forces to replace the
north bent and bulkhead in order to ksep the old bridge in service during
the coming year.

SBWARD MAINTENANGE OFERATIONS

Danger of snow slides has apparently pussed as the snow in most of
the slide arems has slready descended without covering the road. ¥arm
weather during the past month has made it possible to get most of the ice
off the road that accumulated begause of the gleclering last Fall. Tork
ils in progress thawing culverts and repsiring the Kenal River Brldge st
Coopers Landing,

Incressed activity in the vieinity of Girdwood because of the
Turnagein Arm conatruction will make it necessary at some future time
o perform considerable meintenance and rehabilitation on the Crow Ureek
Forest Highway north of Glrdwood. During recent years use of this hlghway
has not been sufficient to Justify eny appreciable amount of msintenance
vork. Under these eircumstances, the bridges have deteriorated and alders
and willows have encroached so thzt ditches and shoulder srs now practi-
oally non-existent. %hen the Sewerd-Anchorage highway is opened it is
expected that this aresz will develop to the sxtent that rehabilitation
of the road will he Justifiable,

Versonnel recently transferred from the States has strengbhened
our organizetion in this District very materdally and most field parties
are adegquately staffed‘to_parform the lLimited smount of engineering work
that can be done tnxs early An, thie season. Recrultment of experienced
personnel in the'higher Sﬁrgrades ﬁnd lower professional grades should
continue, as the need for such parsonnel #3111 be great as soon as coniract
operationsg tart“én addltional ‘projects.

Harch 29, 1949 B. #, French
Distriet Anginser
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hpril 1, 1919

TO: Mrs Ju 8. Bright, Dspuby Gommlssioner, Rashington, D. €.
FRO¥: H, A. SBtoddart, Divisgion Enginesr

SUBJECTs Confidential Monthly Report for Mareh 1949 for Division 10

The volume of Forest Highway sotivities has been limited agmin
for this perind end the Bitlka survey belng cerried on iz the only
engineering werk in the fisld, exoept miner investigations of proposed
gurfacing projects and oonstruction steking of the Jumsauw Ailrport proj-
sct, On the Juneau Projest crushing will sbtart in April end s determing=
tion will then be made ressrding the necessity anﬁ/hr method of adding
200-mesh meberial.

Farther progress was made on the desipgn of projests noted in the
last reaport; newely, the Wards Cove Project near Fetohiken, the surfacing
from the Gasbineau Channel Bridge bo Douglas and the surfacing projects
an the Forest Highweye through Wranpsll and aiso through Pebtersburg.

& small project south of Eetohlken, epproximately 2.7 miles in
lengbth involving construction of an 0il mat over the exlsting cement
stabilized base wes edvertised ssrly in the month, but the asdvertise-
ment was labsr withdrswn as it was thought thet some confusion mighd
result due to the projeci's inclusion on the program for special funds
for improvement of pulp mill ares roade now under conslderation.

Information hes besn reveived from the Regional Foresher's offics
in Juneau thet legsl sstion hes been teken to acguirs the nocessery right-~
of~way for the Eesnal River Bridge end that the project will therefors be
- eleared for sdvertising early in April,

The design work was completed for the B-1 unit of Bection B of the
Glemm Highwey and plans were lorwarded te the Alaske Road Cormission. It
ig our wnderstanding thet they will advertise this project in sbout two
weeks with the construotlon to be supervised by their own foroces. ‘

Further progress was also mede on the other projects for whish
this office is hendling the preliminary enginesring for the Rosd Commis~
sion with completion expected for all except Seotion € of the Alsusks
Highway by July 1, 193,
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On March 2l;, the five major bridges om the Peterson Creek-Indian
section, deslignated as OSscbion F-3%, of the Turnagsin Arm projeot wéra
advertised with bids-to be opened on April 18, Thera has baeen more then
usual interest shown among the contractors for this projeet which involves
five steel girder bridges with concrete decks, at an estimated cost of
approximately §500,000.

During the month, the Alaesks Railroad complebed the detniled plans
end specificstions for Section G of the Turnasain Arm Project, submitting
the design to this offlce for approval and at the seme Lime, meking a
request to the Alasks Road Commissioen for authority to advertise the
projects The design was found generelly satisfactory, although several
minor details were questioned as not being consistent with good highwmy
practice mnd the Reilroad enginsers promptly meds the re#isiags requested.
The Alasks Road Commission, having less then §3,000,000 in eash availaeble
for the project abt this tine, were wnable to autherize advertising. How-
ever, the Railroand engineers, havlng indicated that they believe that it
would be adventageous to advertise the work as sarly as possibls and
besause theéy heve, Tor thelir own eanstruetlan, advertised projects in
advancs of avallability of funds, propose td use such procedurs in this
instancas They plan bo include s pararraph which would state that the
lowest acosptable bidder would bs—sutharxzeﬂ to perform work uauly to the
sxtent sf funds on haﬁé.

Hpon fiarther analysiz, the Railroad authorities recommend ﬁhat to
ahtaan better prices, that the contract Gamplatigﬂ date be extended Ho
i?ﬁi.with the railroad grade and tracks to be comglate& in the 19%0
seagone  Alsc to be complseted in 195&, upon removal of the tracks from
the present grade, would be construckion of sne*way roadway on the
existing railvoad vra&e to allow highway traffie to use the rosdway in
advanes 6f £he 1951 season. Some complication would result by interference
with traffic in construction in 1951, bub this difficulty wonld bs held &o
e minimum by sllowing traffisc to pgas through the project af only two shord

intarvals éailyo

“;  Iﬂfarmatlan has baen received that the House Subeommitites which
considered. the-faquast for a snpplemant&l apyropria.loa of 85,000,000 o
camglete the Turnagain Arm failed to take action with the explanation that
1t was antlezpated that the corrsspandlng Sensbe Subcommittee would taks
the request under advisanent and include it with ite recormendation so
that ﬁha aetual aveilability of funds is somewhat in doubt at this time.

Qanstractlon on the Eurﬁagala,ﬁrm,has been stepped up during this
period and the contractor has complebed at least the lower part of the
£111 over the entire ssction at the hesd of the foem from Quartz Greek to
Portage. This partisl construetion will materielly aid in giving mccess
to the bridge sites and also to the section adjacent to Quartz Creek which
has hitherto been complebely inacceseible. The treated pils bents have
beon completed Por all of the trestles abt the head of the Arm wmder the
Lytle and Green eontraet and a good start haes been made on the pouring of
the pre=cast conersie beams for thess trestles.
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Ho work on the road has yet beesn underbaken on the thres nrineipel
interior surfaeing oontracts, tut a large amount of equipment, inecluding
a considerable number of ner wmits, has been placed on the project both
at Anchorare and Feirbanks. The contrector is preparing to carry on
operations gt a high level as soon as westher permits.

The contractor on SBection B of the Alaske Hiphway made en inspec-
tion of road conditions over the Alaske Highway snd connecting higbhwsys,
but deoided to use waber bransportstion in preferense to shippinz by
road. Thelr entirs complement of machinery is new and will be shipped
from Portland to Valdes in April. It is planned te moves it from Vaeldes
to the Jjob gits as early in M¥ay as rosd opening st the Thompson Fass is
completed, with the hope thet the movement can be complebed by June l.
The equipment is all wounted on rubber tires and includes the largest-
siged orushers and power plents normually availsble for highway work.

The contraoctors confidently ezpsot to produce over 200 yards per hour
of crushed material and belleve that the project cen be completed this
SUTMEY

Progress has continued slowly on the tank farm comstruction st
fnchorage and Veldez. It iz undsreteod that es of the end of ¥areh, twe
tanks have been substantislly completsd et Anchorage and a third one is
in the progress of erection, bubt thet progress ab Valdes ls someshet less
than is reported from Anchorage. The Alasiks Hoad Commission peoples fsel
that the tanks will be erected by the completion dabes specified, April 30,
1949, but the prinecipal bobttleneck now anticipeted that would affect
delivery of bituminous meterisl is the main pipe line from ship %o shore
and possibly elso some of the minor piping neesssary. It 1s undershood
that the actusl sssembling of the tanks is proceeding without difficulty
as the connections are guite accurate and little difficuliy is noted in
bolting up the connestions.

ks a muabter of general interest, we legra that the Alasks Road
Commission hae acquirsd 25 Allis Chelmer H«D. 19 tractors with the neces~
- gary Lallante-Choste serspers, it being proposed te use this extensive
complement of equipment on the reeconstruction of grading on the Richardson
Highway between Valdez and Glenn Allen. This operation isioc be carrisd on
on & day lsbor basis, Preliminary engineering in advance of construction
will be hendled by an Aleska Road Commission party now bsing orranized.

During the week of March &, 1949, The Division Enginesr made @
trip over the Alaske Highway from Vhitshorse to Falrbanks in compsny with
Colonel Hoyes and the grouwp whom he invited to eccompany him on his return
from Weshingion.

Ideal westher made the trip very pleasant, permitted very good
progress and offered favorable conditions for inspection of the winter
meintenancs.
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The winter travel oconditions are sousidered to be excellent and
high averaze rabes of vohicle speed was possible of attalnment. It was
partlcularly evident that the loing or glaclering of seeprge water on
the roadway swface noted during the construction period has been largely
wall conbrolled, as in only two or thres places was any ice from this
source noted on the road's surface.

Due to existing plane schedules, it wes necessery o be in ¥hite-
horse for a short perisd before the party arrived from the soubh. During
this period, various problems whieh the Capadian Army hes encountered
in mainbtaining the Alaska Hirhwey and some of thelr plens for the fubure
were discussed with the hesdquarbers personnel.

The Canadians have propossd a loag term program of bridge con-
strustion involving the replacemeat of the existing timber bridges by
new stesl structures using the sbesl made available for that purpose
and sbockpiled et ¥Whitshorse. The work is %o be handled by & smell
bridge crow. ‘

The Pirst project to be undertaken is the Donjsk River Bridge

- which involves s bridge consisting of eight 200~foot spans and approxi-
mately slx miles of necessary roadway to comnect with the existing high-
way. The estimabte that this single project will reguirs about three
vears.

Pollowing that, there is Freyased the replacement of the Lowes
River Bridge. The program also ingludes replacement of minor strustures,
replacement of existing timber bridges with sbteel structures at minor
corssings west of Watson Lake.

The replacement of the Hisutlin Begy Bridge has been glven s great
degl of study and it sesms Yo have been devided Lo construot a roadway
on & new losatlon around Hisutlin Bay end including a new bridpe orossing
the Eisutlin River. The revision requiires eonstruction of 22 miles of
new roadway and will increase the road length by 16 miles. The dsoision
apparsntly has been roached on the basis of comparative estimates which
indicate a probesble saving of sbout $500,000, besed on aa estimated cost
of replacement of the bridge of £1,500,000. For winter use the present
roadway could be made availsble for treffic by eressing ths pay on the
ices.

Information was slso received that e progrem ef construebion of
permanent-typs housing for ths servies troops is contemplated Lo replace
the existing temporary structures which are considered 0 be rather
szpensive to naintalin.

It was stebed that the budgset for the next year wms set at sboub
$10,000,000. This gross cost is inclusive of maintenance of airports
and new permanent housing. The figure previously used of %%,000,000
for actual meintensnce and main betterments ztill represents the cost
ef the work charreable to these strietly highway costs.
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Of general intersst, 1t was nobted That the town of Whitshorse
has made some permanent growth in splte of the removal of meny of the
war-time operabtions with the present populstion being estimated st
from 3,000 %o 5,000,

It is reported that treffic over the highway in Februsry con=-
gisted of 270 vehicles northbound and sbowut 70 wehiclas soubhbound,
indiceting that much of the present traffle is penerated by oconsbruc~
tion ectivities gelting under way in Alaska.

£31 the sheff officers for both the Bivision and Distriet
Offieces have arrived in Alesks snd slso s number of the Resident
Enginders. Y¥r. Eiller from Denver still continues to £ill the assipgn=-
mant of ¥aberiels Engineer on a temporary basis and ne informetlon hes
been received reparding the essignment of a permanent employee to this
position. Mr. ¥. ¥, Flint hes arrived and roplsced ¥r. H. P, Hark as
Division Construetion Bngineer, with Er. Harl rveburning 0 San Fransieco.
¥r. % A. Wood arrived from Billinps, Montana, to teke the gsesignment as
" District Construstion Enpineer for the Juneauw Distriet. ¥r. John A+ Hewes
reporbed to this office and was sssigned as Resident Engineer at Estchikan.
Very few additionsl employess were recruited st points in the United
States for this Divieion, bui a number of people were employed in Alaskas
to £ill the lower-prade positions and it is thought thet we may obbtain a
mumber of additional mem In this eress It appears that the groups most
difficult to recruit are the intermediabe grades comprising the paving
plant Inspecbors, transitmen end levelmen. 1t has been suggested that
$o £111 this last group, thal ewvployees msy be obbained from the P-2 to
Pl examingtion regleter for temporary assignment in this sres, to be
given a permmnent assignment later in the States,
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