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HORTELY REFORT
GE

SGPIVITIES IE TEX JUNEAU DISTRICT DIFISIGH TEE
FOR THE KONE OF JULY 1949

The umueusliy cee] and demp westher experienced eerlier in the
@eaeen contimed through the month of July. Progrers on various
eonstraction prejects throughout the Bistrict was, therefore, only
fear.

On Preject 2-412, Glacier Highway, Juneau Airport Section, the
BE cing ef the Sepheait pavement wee completed on Saturday, July 23.
tt not been peesible te place anySeal at the end ef the

month.the ‘shoulders have been fine graded and completed between the plent
eson Creek Ona the end of the preject. Bebvect tern and Lemon
ek the ehoulders hove been renghed in und sre now approxientely
eompleted e 4&e of the end of the wonth thie project ws reported

agedempleted.

On Brejeet lth, Carlenns Creek Bridge in the vicinity of
ken, the eonetruction of the pher wes completed duringthe

month. fhe placing of the trues on the new pler end the peinting of
the entire struectere Fegein te ke dene. The preject ie reperted as
pelne 93% completed 2b the end of the month.

Project 16-43,82,03,02, Urangell Highwey resurfacing, wee 30%
eompleted se of the end of the menth. Pragrese on this preject is
feported 2e fair. This not quite extiefeetery pregreae is partly due
te the witenelly heavy reine which have seuricusly hempered the howling
of the egrevel, e¢ well ag the construction of the concrete culvert et
Tnetitute Creek

The pregeress on Alaska Highway, Section B, hee beeh sstisfactory,
although the plaeing of the prime coat hee been seriously delayed by

Unlecs thethe weusvslly frequent rein showere in thie leeslity.
weuther improves for the remainder of fhe sessen, it mey Het be possible
to complete the preject this yesr. &¢ the en of the month the project
wae Peported as 59% completed. the Horrow nae beer completed on the
entire prefect. Fine grading is completed betveen Kile 1315.7, Tok
Junctien, to Kile 1368.5; and the Sase Gravel Course hes been placed

Thebetween Tok Junction end Nile 1365, a distance of sbout 46 Niles.
Prime Ceat hee been placed from Tok Junction te Kile 1353.75, or 34.65
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miles, and the Seal Cost has been placed between Tok Junction and Mile
1345.9, or approximately 27 miles. ‘The orusher plant was moved from the
nit at Roherteon River (Mile 1353.35) to the pit at Mile 1373.1 on duly 29.
Crughing of blotter material was started tha following day. Due te the
frequent rein shewers, the roads in the interior area have generally been
in poor condition for heavy heuling. During the last wosk of July the
Tok Outof? was closed at Qleor Greek the came time an the Al:ska Highvey
wes Glosed in the vicinity of Big Geretle River, There were slso serious
waphouts on the Richardson Highway southof Hig Delta the same week, ALL
hauling from Valdez wee, thersfoere, for a while completely st a standstill.
Heuling over the Hicherdsen Highway and the Aleska Highway was resumed the
last dey of July, but the fok Cutoff is still clesed to leaded trucks.

Helntensnce operstions during the month were routine. Howéver,
soma extreordinary maintenance work wna in progress in Cordova on the +

Copper River Highway between the Town of Gerdova and the Ocrdeva Airport. °
This werk consisted in raising the grade on two sections, which vere .

constantly subject te overflow anused by high water, and the placing of
riprep along the shores of Byak Lake on sections where wage action has
epused erosion. At the end of the month apprexinately 1,000 cubic yards
hed been placed of the riprap and approximately 3,000 yaris of borrow had
been hauled te raise the grade. This work is under the supervision of
& Ay Yenborg, Maintenances Foreman at Cerdova, and is done by the regular
orev, sugnented by four extra employees and the rental of two trucks. The
leading of the trucks is done with a Wayna 1/2 ay. shovel recently purchased
by Public Roads,
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To 3 De, L. I. Howes, Chief, Western Headquarters, San Francisco,
Age California

Prom 3 H. A. Stoddert, Division Eneineer

Subject: Confidential Monthly Report fer duly 1949 for
Division Ho, 16

Two projects on the Tongase Highwe eat Ketchikan were advertilesd
on July 15, 1949 with bids to be opened Augnst 8, 1949. Biss for msteriais
for the projects were advertised duly 22, 1949 with bide to be spened
fogust 4, 1949, Information has been received regarding equipment and men
eveilabie from the Forest Service in Nisscula, and inquiries have been made
in Partiend and Seattle regarding the avelleability of power shovels of
adequate size te supplement the gavernment-ownied aquipment ao thet we ete
in a position te organize a day Lebar operation promptly in the event
uhsetisfactory competition or bids are obtained for thie project. Other.
projects which heve deen advertised during the month are: Forest Highwey
Project 31-A7,B2, Douglas bridge to Douglas section of the Douglas Highway,
advertised on July 26, 1949 with bid opening August 15, 1040; Poreet.Highway
Project 3-#3,14, Sewerd Highwsy, advertised August 1, 1949 with bid opening
on August 22, 1949; Forest Highwey Project 3-A9, the Snow River bridge on
Seward Bighway, advertised on August 1, 1949 with bid opening on August 2251949,

Work started on the Kenai River bridges on the Eenai River Highway,
Feregt Highvey Project 5-BL, on dune 30, 1949. Work is continuing on the
Cavianne Greek bridges, Forest Highwey Project 1-A4, ot Ketchikan «nd on-Forest Bighvey Project 16-A3,B2,03,D2, Wrangell Highway. Satisfactory
progress has continued on the Glacier Highway, Forest Highway Froject 2-Al2,
nt

Juneau
ani the bifuminoug surfacing is now substantially complete.

Mr. B. P. Bean, Ohief Engincer of the Forest Services inspected
projects in both the fongass end Ghugech forests in compeny with representa~
tives from the Regione] Forester'ts office in Juneau, He also inspected the
large highvey projects now active in the vicinity ef Anchorage and Fairbanks.
Road effeirg in Alaska Were discussed with Hr. Dean «t s confarence in
Junesew on duly 7. ‘The Gisoussion covered such masters as etendards of.
highway design, the Level of unit pricss, and the’factors which result in
the generally higher cost in Alaska as compared with the rest of the United
States, ‘The desirability of contimuing a program on the generally uniform high
level, of activity in building up the construction industry was mentioned,
and it was found that there is general, agreement between the two organizations.
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Nr, Dean indicated particular interest in the further improvement of the
Sewerd to Nile 58 portion of the Seward-Anchorage Highway. He bel teves
thes his department would support a apecial appropriation for such a projeot.

A request was received from the Oommissioner for a revised program
of projects for highways in the vicinity of the pulp mill eites in south.
eastern Alaska, The material previously submitted was reviewed and extensively
revised, based on surveys made this senson. The report covering the subject
wae forwarded to Washington on July 23.

For the projects in the interior, Babler & Rogera Construction Company
on Section B of the Alecka Highway have made tha best progréss, and now have
the project 60% complete with the of] met essentially complete on approx
imately 30 milas. The contracts? expects te compbkete orushing of surfacing
material by September 1.

The rate of progress on the Largs contracts Located between,Fairbanks
end Big Delta on the Richardson Highway, and Anchorage and Palmer on the
Glewn Highway is. being constantly improved, although as the season advances
the westher is becoming more adverse with frequent shovera,

Tecting of usteriela indicates. a tendency for stripping of auphalt
which wee not partiaularly marked in the preliminary tests meade under the
method ured by the State of Washington Highwey Department. The problem is
being given intensive atudy end there i¢ reason to believe that the use. of
an adddtive will prove to be a eabiafactory solution. The results with the

Nostrtp
eadon the Giena Highway bear ont this observetion.

“Fer. the-Purnegedn Arn projects. it appesre thet Lytle and Green will
aomplete their contracts on Sectiene 8 and M1 but the} they will be unable
to complete Section BD, which is included in the same contrast with Seetion 0,
Contractors allege delays from strikes in the shipping industry in the fell
of 1948 and exbromciy adverse wedther conditions, much worse then the average,
and alsin that delays.from these cauees will amount to ef least 160 days in
the ageregate. it apresrs that the contrestor!s claim can be evbstantiated
and that anextension.of time can be aporoved,

,

on the. Nex J. Kuneay contract for. Section Fe of the Turnagain Arm
Project extending from Peterson Greek to Indien, the contractor has continued
working southerly from Girdwood pénding execution end spproval ef the change
ofier for the line shift previously deseribed batween Station 1339 and
Station1420 beginning at a point about one-half wile north of Girdwood.
The wontracter iabringing in a second shovel and additions] hauling equipment
end ghovld be in » position to make @xcellent progress when hé agein resumes
work on the Girdwood to indian portion of the project.

Dus to the. high cost of stibsiatence in Alaska, the contractors,
through their agreements with the union, havemaintained a subsidy to the
employess ag a so-called fringe benefit whereby they charge the employee
from $1.50 to $2.00 per day for board and Lodging that costs the contractor

It is understood thet this subsidy has beenfrom $5.50 te $8.00 per day.
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classed as income for tax purposes, The eligibility of this form of
subsidy or cost to the contractor was referred te Washington for ruling
in advence of preparation of forea account york provided in the contracts.
In conformance with the decision given, the orders were written exdLuding
the board and lodging loss as an ineligible item. The contractors are
taking exception and probably will submit clzims.

The Alaske Ronad Commission is making their tank fsrm facilities
evaileble to private individuals by offering to sell the bituminous materiels
nt cost. In actual prectice the road contractors are permitted te offer for

|

seie the product of the peving plants with the purchaser paying the contractor
for the ageregete and mixing and the Reed Commission for the bituminous cement
whichis used in the process, There is atteched herewith the copy of the
Alaska Rood Gommission Kemorandum No, 30 which cevers the subject and procedure.

_
An inspettion trip covering the Turnagein Arm projeots and the Alaska

Railvosd from Anchorage to Seward, indluding the port of Whittier, was made
in company with Rex Lee, Assistant Idveator of the Itviston of Territeries
and Iplend Possessions of the Department of the Interior, Oclonel Noyes of
the Alaske Road Commission, Colonel Johnson of the Alaska Reiilroed, and some
‘of their staff assistants, on duly 27. It is understood that Mr. Lee is
covering all of the Department of the Interior activities in Alaska. The
adequacy of the Seward to Mile 58 portion of the Sewerd-Anchoragze Highway
appears to be o matter of considerable concern to the Department of the
Interior representatives, end it appears probable thet they will renew their
request.te hove the reconstruction of thie section advanced as much as possible.
It eppears also that the decision regarding continued service on the Portage~
eward section of the Alaske EReiiroad has not been finelly reeched. The
matter was disoussed briefly inesmuch as reconstruction of portions of the
highway from Séward to Moose Pass is controlled by the existarice of the
Aisske Redlroad.

Enclosuree: Narrative Report by District Engineer French
Graph showing progress on major projects
Aleska Road Commission Memorandum No. 30

HAS: pp
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TURRAGAIE A&R PROJECTS

Sections 6 &@ D - Mile S§ te Guarbs Greek

4s stated in previous reporte, progress on these sections is better
than last year, but with this season about half over it appears extremely
doubtful if this project, particularly the work on the BD certdon, #ill be
gompleted within the time Lindt. There rewaine over 5 miles of clearing
and about 7-1/2 miles of grading where ne work has been initiated, This
part of the work is at the highest elevation on the project and will be the
first to be closed down by winter weather. Finishing and cleanup work has
not bem started anywhere, There is not one reck cut and few dirt eute that
have been finished, Clearing spells reusin souttered at random throughout
the ares of Section G. Only within the last week has the contractor done
any work on slopes, and at this time he has only two men on thie cporation.

The bridge subcontractor continugs te make good progress and hase a
very good chance of completing the bridges on this project within the time
limit. Substanidelly all substructure concrete and erestion ef structural
steel sre complete, except en one amall bridge where only part of the sub-
structure conerete hee been poured. This work was delayed by the grading
eontractor not. excavating an adjacent reck cub. Most of the decks remain
to be poured. Painting hae been started. The bridge subcontractor ie con-
sidered to be doing a very thorough and workmanlike job.

Engineering parties are loested at Quarts Ureek on the north end of
Seetion Bs at Bertha Creek near the summit and at the mein camp at Bile 58.

Sestion E - Quarts Creek te Pertage

Grading on this sest4on soneiste mostiy of borrow. Nost of the
berrow material is in place and grading wrk is not active. The 2-1/2 ¢.y.
shovel has been moved te Sestion and the 1-1/2 ¢.y. shovel has been
moved to the rock work on the north end of Section B.

Bridge work is autive on the pouring of eoncrebe decke on the already
completed timber bente. Desks have been poured on 9 of the 12 timber
trestles, Work has just started on the Guarte Greek Bridge, a 3-span steel
and concrete bridge about 200 ft. leng. As thie structure invelves connider-
able work, its completion within the contract time may be diffieult. “xcept
for this structure, the contracter should experience ne difficulty in com-

pleting this project within the time limit.
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Section Fw) + Portage te Petersen Greek

Grading on this projest also consiste mostly ef imperted borron,
which is pow being placed fron a pit at Ste. 945. Work gonslats entirely
of fills acrowe the tide flats, and 3 treated timber trestles with precast
eomerete stringers and conerete decks, The shovel and trucks on the borrow
should complete the grading by September or October, Borrow is estinated
te be 40% in place. Suffleient auiteble weather, after bompletien of grading
on this project, is not likely te prevail eo the grading equipment can be of
any appreciable asesietanse on the D section.

All bantes eqaplete on the trestles and the bridge work ia net
now active. Goncrete decks will be poured aftery decks on the © section are
sonpleted.

Saction P-2 ~ Pebarson Greek to Indian

Grading wrk hae bees achive nowt
of thie menth om the aeetion sowth

of Girdwood, pending decision on the| ad ahenge in the enew slide area
nerth of Girdwood between She, 1250 sad 4490. the shovel ant tracks have
yleced most of the borrow across the Girdweed flate betreen Sta, 1250 and
A200. Werk has now been started es the rock paints that stiek out im

Turnegain Arm on the sechion south of ft « 1256 weore thse line traverses
the tidetide Fists outside the railread, Pyogrees has been fair, bat chowld
duprave during the eoning conthe.

Agreement has been reached with the Aleska Padlroad and the eontracter
on the line change north of Girduned, Tee change agrwed toe place the rail-
road about 66 %t. out in Tur ain Are from the present railread line at the
new shed ah Ste. 1398, Tre highway wild be adjeeent te and inside the raile

line on the same 713.1 with the railrosnd. Genterlines are 3 feet apart
and on the seme grade fer shows 3,000 fb, Thla change wild clininste euch

of the anow diide trouble on the mast dangerous mow slide ares on the entire
Ape project, and vili provide « highwey that cmn be mosh more

ami cheaply saintained then the original lings, The new leeation will
place the relirvad in je af reek and mad slides thet wight be2 oa the heavy uutting in the wet earth msturdal on the steep sidehili

e the ratiroed if the original line were constructed. The
alat

y abovwil Piede a better inprovenent Tron the stendpeinh of the Gs
Stal’ ‘the Alaska Railroad, the contractor and thea road user,

for construction hae etarted and the contractor is axpected tei
werk Ge 4% in-a short time.

There are & ameli trestle bridges with treated tisber beuts, precast
concrete atringers and concrete ducks on this project. Work on the bridges
has notstarted.
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Section F-3 (Bridges on F+2 Section)

This work, under contract to J. 3. Eedraun, etarted June 4. Filing
heve been driven for 2 piers at Glacier Ureek and the seal concrete hac been
poured for one pier. Steal foundation plles sande up of 3 railroad raiiz per
pile (see photographs EMF 4-1 and 4-2) are being used on this project with
very good results. “ork se far hae been restricted to the Glacier Gresk
Bridge at Giniwoed but is expected te be expanded within the nuxt month ap
the qontracter gets the read built seuth ef Girdwod so obher bridge sites
tan be reached.

Section G ~ Indian te Fobter
(Construction being supervised by ihe Alaska Rallrosd)

A 300 wan eamp has been sutablished at Rainbow, about the middie of
the project, by Morrdson-Knudeen, &. Biruh and Sons und Feter Rievit,
jaint venturers en the contract. 4 large eauunt of good new squlgment has
been cbserved enroute to and on the preject and werk should be sharting any
day,

GLENN HLEQRWAT

Sestion A - Anchorage to Falmer (including
Section thru Ft. Hieherdeen, (40 miles)

fhe decision was fingily reached te add the Ft. Richardson section
by aupplementsal agreement and the preyvioualy awarded contract was cancelled.
The agregrent was eigned by the Alaska Read Gemmission on July 11. trading

_ werk on the Fi. @4chordson section 41a now in prGErsss.

Pregrees ja improving. The hob aix asphalt plant started operations
on duly $ and te dete 6-1/2 miles of paving have been completed on the
Pelmer end of the preject. The next 3-1/2 wiles to tne south

have
been

base ecurse surfaced and prime coated and will ke paved soon. From Mile 36
near the Enik Kiver bridge senth towards Anchorage fer a distance of 4 alles,
pertions ef the new subgrade heve not bean suifieiently stabilized te-permitPiaeenent of surfacing courses. Hase course

b placed: bf

3

seotéon from the Sutra Ever bridga at Kile 26 te Hdle 35.5. Grading has
been complisted from Mile 26 to Kile 93,5, Grating hae beon conplebed from
Uile 26 to Hile 48 (eb Felmer) and is in progress between 16 and Mile 2h,
and also betwsen ‘tis @ at Anshovege andfile 7 in ft. Sisherdson. The con-
tracter is pushing the work vigorously and making every effort to complete
aS musk of the project as possible this year. Unfaverabie weather hes de-«
Layed the work,

Seetion B - Falmer to Eile 162 (54 miles)

The contractor hes moved grading equipment in and established a
camp near Alpine Ledge, 11 to 12 miles from Palmer. This contract is being
supervieed by the Alaska Road Commission.



RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Sestion A - Fairbanks to Harding Lake (44 miles)

Preduction of plant mixed bituecinous surfacing started duly 16,
working from Hile 365 ut Foirbanke southeast towards Big Delta. The hot
mix plant ie set up in the gravel pit ot Mile 356.1 where a 17,000 ou.yd
stockpile of aggregate is available. Approximately one mile of bituainous
surfacing, including the Gaffney Read extension to Ladd Field, has bean
completed. The next & miles to the southeast has been baye course surfaced
with 4 wiles prime costed, Grading hae been completed on a total of 27niles. Frost in the borrow pits has delayed evading work. ‘The contracter
ie working two crusting and screening plants prodecing bage course. In
addition to the 9 miles of base courge on the road, a 10,000 ou.yd. stock~
pile of base courte mabarial hee been produced at Mlle 348.

The svbgrada Js being stabilised by excavating seft spots and back~
fiiling with eeleot gravel borrow and by raising the grade of the existing
vous 1 bo 2 feat vith gravel borrow.

Traffic han been Estting through the work vafely. Om this project
gravel borrow ie usually excavated fram under water pits and short seotions
of the grade are anavelidably rough while the materiai is drying out, The
contractor hes srected warning slums and assizte traffic through whenever
neoenaary.

frograsa is iupreying and it appoare that the project will be campletedthis year if feyerable wenther should prevail] auring the last half of the con-
atruction season, To dete unfavorable weather has delayed the verk,

Section E - Harding Lake to big uelta Jet. (93 otles)
|

Progress on this projent bus bean slew due to « late spring and wae
faverable weather since. Ths rork 1s spprozimately 20% complete and it ie
apperent that the project wlli not be gangleted this year. The contraater
haw two dragline expavatera, one shovel, and four serapers working on
grading, A crushing and sersening plant 4s produeing base course ani a
hot mix esphalt plant is being set up in the gravel pit et Bile 279.2.
Apprexinately 17 plies of grading on the Big Velta end ef ihe progect have
been compicted. Save course surfacing has boen placed and partdally epread
eh a 8 mile seation from the fanana Hiver bridge te Big selta Junction.

ihe soft subgrade bebween Nile 285 snd 288 south of Shaw Greek has
been stabilised by a 2 foot fll of heavy gravel borron. The worst sectionsof subgrade were excavated below the cl4 road grade end backfilled with
grayel.

it is expected that oiling work will start ateub August 1, weather
pormitting.
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Traffic has been getting over the project safely. There ia a
fair volume of tourist treffie on the road,

The oontracter hue established a camp at Bireh Lake and some of
the engineering personnel vill. be moved there soon,

KENAT RIVER HIGHHAY

wyForest. Highway Frojest $8, Uoopers Landing Bridge

The contractor started work on July 9 and hae since completed moet
of the clearing on the projest. The work was dene with a clearing deser
and all brush and speile were plied and burnt. The right~of-way wag left
in neat and presentable condition.

Seme grading werk has bean done on the east appreash te the bridge
and aino near the connection te the old read at the weat end of the project.

The sontrachor is engaged in construching a Lermorery pile treeble
bridge parallel te the new bridge woich elll be used in the hauling ef
10,609 ew.yde. of borrow across the river snd ciso in the setting of the
sbringsrs for the new bridge.

The contractor plans te pour tne preeast concrete stringers for the
deck at Portege, where he previously poured similar stringers for the
Tumagein Arm Sestien # and F-1 prejeats. The stringers will be shipped
by reil te Hoose Fae und then hauled by truck to the project,

an engineering srew of 9 men have esteblished eamp at Sopers Lodge,
asoul 3 niles fron the project. Tela crow also worke on the Cuarts Greek
doostion aurvey.

Sactien b = wuerte Cresk Location Survey

“Lie rork ig being done by & 9 aan survey crew which alee takes
care of the construction engineering on the nearby Yanai liver bridge
project. Tha erew ia working out of Super's Lodge where mexle sre ob-
tained. Ledsing is in Goverment treilars,

Apout 9-1/2 wiler of "F" line pave beon ran, working from Mile 41
en thy Zeose Pana-Hops read dewn through Guarts Greek canyon to a peint
1/2 sabe below foper's Lodge. One nile of cross seotions in the lower and
of nerts Creek canyon rewzin to be teken.

Investigation of alvearnate Linus dew. level's Greek from kile 38,
and near the shore ef Kenai Lake below Sopear's Lodge will have te be made
before final decision con be made or the route to be followed.
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SEWARD MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS

Work during the past month has consisted mainiy of adding select
surfscing te the read between Boose Pass and Hepe and also to the Coopers
Landing road. Markere have also been set at the corners of bridges which
do not heve handrails. Minor repairs heve been made to several bridges.
Weeds along the roadside have bean mowed, One new operator was hired
diuing the nonth,

SERRE HIGHWAY

Forgst Uighwey Project 3-49, KR Grossing te Bile §

Right-of-mmy bas been secured and the prajest will be advertised
fer construction in the nesr future.

Paotegraphs shawing some phases of the work are ebtached. Frogress
eharts ars also being eubsitted.
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SRY 4) Ghows Govier used te held rail during welding,
furmegeln Ava F3 Bridges, July, 1648, ‘

BAF hee Welded regle randy for wee ee foundetion
piling, Tornegein ara FX Bridges, July, 1959,
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EBS. seySlening fete pad catting. shoulder line obee fed, A, View nowibenst feom Bile 38, daly
« %

#HG Lind lew septhenst fron Bile 30.5 showkne sloping
wore dene by shove grader, Glem Hey, tes, A, duly 4, 1948,
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BEF es View of grated aeution seross Glréwosd Slate
shen’ of nic, 150% on Turgegete Ape fee, FA, hooking
Berthwest, daly, 1obsad

BEG liek Seatheriugton-lsrner hot six pluit te aperstionin pli ab Efile 40,5 on Gisnn Sep, Sea. 2, faly, }ev S
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5H) 2068 Grading werk inpregresa eta, 10 an Sec, 0 of
Suresgoin arm Project, Fiew is north, dune 23, 1959
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August 4, 1949

To : Mr. Jd. & Bright, Deputy Commiesioner, Washington, D. 0.
348

From 2 E. Ae Stoddart, Division Enginser

Subjects Hxowrpts from ConfidentialMonthly Report for July 1949 for| Division No. 10

4
Two projects on the Tongass Highvey et Ketchikan were advertised

on July15,1949 with bids to be opened Auguet 8, 1949. Bids for materials
fer the projects were advertised July 22, 1949 with bids to be opensd .
August 4, 1949, Information has béen received regerding équipment ond mon
avaliable from the Forest Service in Nissotiln, end inguivics have been meade
in Fortland and Seettle regarding the svallebility of power shovelsof
adequate size to supplement the government-owned squipment so that we: Brein @ position te otganize a day labor operation premptiy in the event
wneetisinetory competition or bids are obtained for this project. Other’.
projects which heve been advertised during the month are: Forest Highway.
Projeot 3).“A? B2,_Douglas bridge to Douglas section of the Douglas Highway,
advertised on July 26; 1949 with bid opening August 15, 1949; Forest Highway
Projeot 3-83,%4,. Seward Highway, advertised August 1, 1949 with bid opening.
‘On . $22, 1949) Porest Highway Project 3449, the Snow Riverbrides on
Sevard, Highway, advertised on

August
1, 1949 with bid openingen Mena

B25.

19456.
:

att

Workstarted on the Kenai River bridgs on the KenaiKiver Highway,
Poreat Hd phuny Project 5-BL, on dune. 30, 1949. Work is continuing on the
Carlamna Oreek bridge, Forest Highway Prejedt 1-Al, at Ketchikan end on
Forest Highway Project 16-43,82,05,02, Wrangell Highwey. Sebisfactory
progress has continued on the Glacier Highey, Forest Highway Project 2-AL2,
at Junsen end the bituminots

|

surfacing is now substantially complete.

“Ae BP,Dean, Ohief Engineer of the Forest Service, inspected
x both the. Tongass and Chugech forests in company with representa-
‘tives from the Regional: Forcster!s officein Juneau, He alse inspected the
—Lergehi, hwey projects nowactive in the vicinityof Anchorege endFairbarike.
Road affeits in Aleska veredisciissed with Nr.’ Dean at « conference in

. dunssti on-duty 7. The diseussion covered such mettere as standards of
highwaydesign, the level of unit prices, and the factore which result in
_the penersilyhigher cost in Alask‘aa compared with therest of. the United
States, The decirabllity of continuing a progrem on the generelly uniform high
Levelof adtivity in building up the construction industry wes mentioned,
sné it was found thet there ia genere] agreement between the two orgenizetione.
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Mr, Dean indicated partiaular interest in the further improvement of the
Seward to Mile 58 portion of the Seward-Anchorage Highway, He believes
that his department would support a speciel appropriation for such a project,

A request was received from the Commissioner for a revised program
of projects for highways in the vicinity of the pulp mill sites in south-
eastern Aleska. ‘The material previously submitted was reviewed and extensively
revised, based on surveys made this season, ‘The report covering the subjent
was forwarded te Washington on July 23.

For the projects in the interior, Babler & Rogers Construction Company
on Section B of the Alaska Highway have made the best progress, end now have
the project 60% complete with the oi] mat essentially complete on approx-
AmateLy 30 miles. The contractor expects to complete orushing of surfacing
material by September 1,

.

The rate of progress on the lerge contracts located between Fairbanks
and Bie Delta on the Richardson Highway, and Anchorage and Palmer on the
Glénn Highway is being constantly improved, although aa the season advances
the weather is becoming mere adverse with frequent showers,

Testing of materials indicates a tendency for stripping of saphalt
which wae not particularly marked in the préliminary tests mede under the
method used by the State of Washington Highway Department. The problem is
being given intensive study end there is reason to believe that the use of
an additivewill prove to be a satisfactory solution, The vesvlts with the

Nestrip used on the Glenn Highway bear out this observation,

For the Turnagain Arm projects 1+ appears thet Lytle and Greenwill
complete their contracts on Sections B and WL but that they will be unable
to complete Section D, which is inclufied in the same contrast with Section 6,
Contractors allege delays from etrikes in the shipping industry in the fall
of 1948 and extremely adverse weather conditions, much worse than the average,
and claim thet. delays from these causes will amount to at Least 100

days
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Due te the high cost of subsistence in Alaska, the contractors,
through their agreements with the union, have meinteined a subsidy to the
employess as a so-called fringe benefit whereby they charge the amployes
from $1.50 to $2.00 per day for board and lodging that costs the contractor
from $5.50 to $8.00 per day, is understood that this subsidy has bean



classed as income for tax purposes. The eligibility of this form of
subsidy or cost te the contractor was referred to Weshington for rulingin advance of preperation of forces account work provided in the contracts.
In conformance with the decision given, the orders were written excluding
the board and ledging loss as an ineligible item. The contractors are
taking excention and probably will submit claims,

TheAlaska Read Commission is making their tank farm facilities
aveileble to private individuals by offering to sell the bituminous meterials
et coat. In actusl practice the road contractors are permitted to offer for
fele the product of the paving plants with the purchaser paying the contractor
for the agerezgate and mixing and the Road Oommission for the bituminous cement
which is nsed in the process. There is attached herewith the copy of the
Alaska Read Commission Memorandum Ro. 30 which covers the subject and proasdure.

An inspection trip covering the Turnagain Arm projects and the Alaska
Railroad from Anchorage to Seward, including the port ef Whittier, wae made
in company with Rex Lee, Assistant Director of the Division of Territeries
and Island Possessions of the Department of the Interior, Oolonsl Noyes of
the Alaska Rond Commission, Celonel Johnson of the Alaska Railroad, and some
of their staff assistants, on July 27. It is understood that Mr. Lee is
covering ell of the Department of the Interior activities in Alaska. The
edesquacy of the Severd to Mile 58 portion of the Seward-Anchorage Highwey
appears to be a metter of considerable concern to the Department of the Interior
representatives, end it eppears prebeble that they will renew their request
to have the reconstruction of this section advanced as much as possible.
Tt appears siso that the decision regarding continued service on the Portage-
Sewerd. section of the Alaska Railroad hes not bean finally reached. The
matter was discussed briefly inasmuch as reconstruction of portions of the
highway from Seward to Moose Pass is controlled by the existence of the
Alaske Railroad,

Enclosure




