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Temperature eontinued slose to normal for the southeastern Alesks
ares, but presipitation in the form of snow has been sxtromely heavy,
making the snow removal problem the most severs that hes been noted for
many years. Only by fregusnt operation of egulipment on around~the-clock
and overtime basis has it Veen puesible to mainbain rosdweys open for
treffic. The sdverse weosther also has reduced the efficiency of survey
orews gnd the resulbs aeaompilshad are less then had been antwcigateé.

By asssabllng 8 crew of temner&ry'empleyses in Juneau, reasonsbly
good progress has been made on the design of seversl prejects, of which
the most important is Ssotion B-l of the Glenn Highway, sextending Si miles
easterly from Palmer. Design work on this contract is ne&rlg'eampisteé
and the plans are being tracsd. The total estimsted cost incluwding .
enpinsering and comtingencies is £2,520,000. The design provides for
1%,000 lineal feebt of gusrd rail to protect the roadway on the supperted
grade le&dlng oub of Metenusks Valley.

6thar projects for which ﬁha design is being advanced to comple-
tion are the Wards Cove Project near Kstchilkan involved in the proposed
pulp mill at that poist, the surfecing from the Gastinesu Chavnpsl Bridge
ts6 Douplas, the surfacing of the Porest Highway through Vrangell and the
surfacing of the highway through Pstersburg. The design also is in
progress for the Richerdson Highwsy Sectilon { extending gnprcximataly
1o miles south of Big Delta, Richardson Highwey Section ¥ extending from
Gulkene to approximetely ¥ile Post 82 et the Tonsine Lodge and the Richard-
gon Highway Section H extending 36 miles northerly from valdez. It is
antieipated that the designs for- the Richardson Highway Sections =ill be
completed in mboubt six wesks.

The Forest Service is taking steps to obtein the righteof=way for
the Kenni Eiver Bridge by condemmations The five bridges designated es
Section F~-% of the Turnagsin Arm Project are to be advertised in the near
Puture as soovn as minor revisions and detrile of the plans have been
conpletbed.



-2 -

A%t the rsguest of the Alesks Eoad Commission, provision has bsen
made for the sontractor on Secbion A of the Richardson Highwaey, by supple-
mental sagreement, to improve the appreach,from Ladd Pield Yo the city
1imits of Feirbanks, The iwmprovement 1s 1700 fset in length and will cost
approximately $20,000. The contractor has agresd to perform the work at
the wnilt prices prevailing on the main coniract.

In the Anchorage mres, by similer procedure, an errengement hes been
made for the improvement of Fourth Street bsbwesn thes city limibs of
Anchorage and the Fort Richardson ares, aznd also for the eipht miles of
the Blenn Hiphway $o Fort Richardson previously excepted from the Glenn
Highway Section & improvement. The two latter additlons will be covered
in one supplemental sgreement which is now in the process of preparation.
The soope of the work has been discussed with the eonbtractor who has sgreed
to acocept eomtract unit prices for Lhis work also. The sdditions to the
original contract will cover eight ailes to- the militery reservation end
seven-tenths mile on the auxiliary approach road from Anchorage to the
reservation. fThe estimated smount of work covered by the Glenn Highway
supplemental agreement iz approximsbely $300,000.

The only construction now sotive is the 1imited operation Inm progress
at Portage on the Turnegain 4rm Projeet where Lytle and Green are clearing
and plasing borrow for roadway embankments and the bridge subecantractor is
driving timber piling for the seversl trestles looated in that aren.

We are advised that contractors on other projects are engaged in

" assembling and loading eguipment for shipment to Alasks ports. Some con~

gideration iz being glven to shipping roed equipment over the Alasks High-
way, but before deciding to use this method, the inberested contractors
are making a personal investigabione

Pue te the adversse weabher previously noted, no actusl progress
hes besn mede on the tank ferm construction at Anchorape sxzeept for the
shipment of material to the sibe. It is understood, however, that the
contractor haus a crew organised and is preparing %o begin actual construc-
tion immediately, or at least as soon as the weather moderates. The Alaska
Road Commission representatives are 4311l confident that the facilities can
be made resady for operation to receive the shipment of bituminous materinls
scheduled fer April 30, 19L9.

) additicn to the new incoms taz vobted by bthe Territorial Legisle~
ture, there has been snacted legislation to provide a property tax smounting
to ten mills on the property velvation or on the eost of construction. As
an insentive to new Industries, the Administrator of the Tax Commission is
authorized %0 permit a fifty percent reduction for an initisgl ten-year psriod.
The new property bax legislation will not affect property within munieipalibies
as the tax will not be imposed in addition to the axisting municipalities tax
levies. ¥e are not prepared to comment on the effect of the property tax on
industry at this early date.



¥r. L H. ¥iller arrived from Dlenver to f£ill the sssipement of
Hateriels Enginesr on s temwporary bssis, it being understood thet his tern
of assigmment will not excesd three wmonths. Ho information has been received
to date regarding the aveilability of en employse who will be permanently
assigned to this position. Wr. E. B. Cowen has arrived st Sewnrd to Fill
the assignment of District Construction Enginser and informetion has been
ressived that Mr. W, A. Wood is en rovte from Billings, Hontana, to f£ill
g similar position in the Junemu District. Also, information hes boen
repsived that ¥r. ¥. ¥. Flint ig en route to Juneasu to replascs ¥r. B. F.
Hart as Division Construction Enginesr. Messrs. Virgil Cave and R. ¥. Preshaw
heve srrived at Sewnrd %o sorve as Hesident Engineers and ¥r. John 4. Hewesg
hee indiozbed his moeeptance of reinstatement with Public Roads to serve as
Resident Bnginesr for southeastern ilaska. Bhile information has heen
reoeived that & few of the lower-grade engineering sides have been rscruibed
in the St. Paul ares and ss sn oncouraging factor it develops that inex-
perisnced survey assistents will more generally be availsble in Alaska than
last year, it romains thet the personnel problem is extremely eoritical and
in view of the very short period remeining before consbruetion season
starts, the rate of progress of recrultment must be radicslly improved if
we are to evelid & situstion Ghet will be very dsmsging to the position of
the Public Roads Administration in Alaskes

HAS: b
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?empam‘mfe vontinuad alese to normal for the southeastern
é%aska; srea, but precipitation in the form of snow hawy been extremely
hwavy, making the snow removel problem the most severe that has besn
nobed for many years. Only by frequent operation of equipment on -
aromd-thevclook and evertims basis has 1t been possible to muintain
rosdwsys open for btraffic. The adverse weather alsv has reduced the
- efficiency of survey erews ond Lhe resulbs scaemplishaﬁ are less %:han

hﬁ& hega aﬁtieip&‘bad; : -

Ev a&saamhlmg 2 crew of bemporary smployses in Jimsau, remson-
ablv good propress has been made on the desipgn of seversl vrojects, of
whnioh the wost impsriant is Seotion B=l1 of the Clenw Fighwey, exbending
fifty~-four miles sasterly from Palmer. Desipo work on this contreet is
nearly completed and the plans are being traced. The btobtal estimeted
cost insludiag epginesring snd contingerieies iz 8F, 520,000, The desipn
provides for 13,000 lineal feet of guard rail bo protect the roadway
ot the soppurbed zrade lesding out of Hebtenusks Valley.

.. gther projests for whieh the design 1s being advenced to com=
pletion are {he Hards Cove Project nedr Hebohikan, involved in the
propesed pulp mill st that point, the surfacing from the Gastineau
Channel Bridge to Douglas; the surfacing of the Forest Highway throuch
Grangell _sﬁéi'the surfacing of the hichwsmy through Petersburgs The
deeign also is in progress for the Richardson Highwsy Sevtlon ¢ éiz:tend-
ing approximstely Perty miles south of Big Delbs, Richardsun Highwmy
Section ¥ exbending from Gulksane to spproximately ¥ile Port 82 at the
Tonsina lodge and the Richardsen Highwey Section I extending thirty-six
miles northerly from Valdezs. It is saticipated thet the desicne for
the RWichardson Highway Sections will be complebed in sbout six weoks..

The Porest Service is taking steps to obbain the right-of-way
for the Kenaei River Bridge by condeimation: The five bridges designeted
a8 Section ¥-3 of the Turnagsin Arm Project are to be advertised in the
near futurs as soon as minnr revigions and details of the plens ha.ve
besn complebed.



At the request of the Alaska Bosd Commission, provision has
been made for the coniractor on Hectiom 4 of the Richerdson Highway,
by supplemental sgresment, to improve the approach from Ladd Plsld
to the oity limits of Frirbanks. The lmprovement is 1700 fewt in
langth and will esost approximstely £20,000. The contractor has agreed

to perform the work at the wiit prieces prevailing on the main anntraeh

In the Anchorage srea, by similar procedurs, an arrangement 'ha_s
been mede for the improvement of Fourth Streoet bstween the city liniits
of Anchorage and the Fort Richardsen area, snd also for the eight miles
of the Glenn Highway %o Fort Rlchardson previcusly exospted from the
G;Lem; Eighﬁay Section A improvement. The two latter additions will be
soversd in one supplemental agroement which iz now in ths procese of
pre;:ar‘s.tian. The soope of the work has been disoussad with the con=
traotor who hae agresd to mccept comtruct wnit prises fur this work
alsds  The additions t6 the originsl vontrmeh will cover &ipht miles

to the mﬁitm‘y regervation and seven-tenthe mile on the suxiliary
'apyremh voad from Anchorage to the reservabions The sstlmsted smowmt
of work covered bg’ the Slenn Eii"h’ﬁ’aj’ sapplemental agraammt is apr;raxiu
matelg %5@3,9@5* o

The zmly mﬁr&cﬁm now aﬁtive is the Im,itsﬁ ayaratiea in
pmg,rass st Portage on the Turnagsin Arm Project where Lytle and Oreen
arg siaaring mnd plaeoing borrow for roadway embaniments and the bridge
subcontractor is. driving timber piling for the seversl trestles DR
Iasataé m tha% a.rea. '

1%3 ’&!‘5 a&visaé thet contractors on other yra;aets arg angsgaé
in asseazbli&g and- losding equ&;}m&ﬂt for shipment to Alsska portss
Some considerabion is belng glven Lo ehipgiag road: ec;zzipmm’ﬁ over the
~ Almska Eighemy, but before ﬁaﬁiﬁiﬁs‘ to use this method, the mi;eres’se&
eem:r 'tnrs are ngw & z}armal iﬂvestzgatiem

) ) :Eme te the aévarse mﬁher purwiamsly noted, no acbual prograﬁs

_ hs.a been made on the bank ferm construction at inchofape sxospt for the
‘ghipment of materisl to the sites. 1t is understood, howsver, that the
eontrastor has a erew organized and ic preparing to begin motual gon=
struction immsdiately, or at ldast ae sesn sz the weather moderates.
The -4lagke Rosd (ommlzsion representatives sre still confident that
the faui},itiea osn be made ready for operation to receive the ship-
x&snt @f ?utummm&s maiefia}.s szhedulaé for ﬁpril 30, }9149; '

In aﬁéitiﬁzi *sﬁ the new inem Lax voted b}r the i‘erritarial
Legisiaﬁm, there hes been enacted legislation %o proviﬂ& a property
bax smounting to ten mills on the gmparty valustion or on the gost
of counstruction. As sn incentive to new Industries, the Administrator
of the Tex Covmission 1= authorized o permit & £ifty pereent reducs
tion for an initial ten=yedr *geriad; ‘The new property tax legislation
will not affect property within municipalities as the tax will not be
fwposed in eddition to the existing smunielpalities tax leviess We are
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uot preopared to comment on the effect of the property tarx on mciustrw*
at this oarly date.

Hr. Le H. ¥11ler arrived from Denver to [ill the assignment of
Metsrials Doglinesr on a bemporary basis, it being understood thet his
term of assignment will not exceed three months. Ho informabtion has
been received to date regmrding the availsbility of an employes who
will be permanently zeszipned te this rogition. Y¥r. E. He Cowsn has
arrived st Seward o Pill the mssiznment of Distrist Gongtruetion
Fnpinser snd informetion has been received that Y¥r. W. 4. Wood is en
route from Billinge, Wontana, to £ill a similar pocition in the Juneau
Districts Alse, informstion has been received that ¥r. . . Flint is
en rovke to Junesu to replese ¥r. H. P. Hart as Division Construoiiom
Engingers Y¥essrs. Virgil Ceve end R ¥. Preoshaw have arrived b Soward
to serve ay Ferident Tngineers and ¥r. John 4. Hewee has indicated his
gseaptmoe of reinstatoient with Publie Rosds to serve me Residemt
Enpinesyr Por sputhesstern Zleske. Thile information has best received
thet & few of the loser-grade engineering aides have bean recruited in
the b, Paul ares snd as m encouraring fector, 1%t develops that inex-
perienced survey assistanbs will more gemerslly bs available in ilaske
than last yesry it remeins thet ths personnel problem ls extremely
eritieal and In view of the vory short period remsining before cone
struction seapon sharts, the rate of progress of reoruitment must be
radically ifmorosved if we sre %o avoid a situation bhat will be very
é&m&ging i:e thﬁ poeition of the Public Reads fdministration in Alaska.

A@tivities in the fisld were so reduced during the mn‘bh ef

February that momthly reporte have not been cubmitted by the Pistrict
i%xginesrss

HAS__.rb
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TURBAGAIN AR¥ PROJECTS

Sections C & D - ¥ile 58 to Quartz lreek
Seection F-1 - Portage to Ieterson Creek

There is no activity as these projecis have been closed down
since the previous report was submitted, with the exception of a small
amount of clearing work that is siarting on the extreme north end of
Section D along with the clearing on the extreme south end of Section
E.

Section E - Quartz Creek to Fortage

The contractors camp at Fortage was reopsned Janmaary 21, after
being closed since December 15, and the contractor staried driving
piling during the week starting January 24. Uocod progress is being
made on this work and the contractor is driving about two bents per
day. The contractor expects to start pouring precast beams for the
bridge within two weeks.

4 1-1/2 C.Y. shovel was started in the pit near the mouth of
quartz Creek during the week ending February 12 and fair progress is
being made. kEaterial 1s being placed in the fill across the tide flats
betwsen the mouth of Uuartz Cresk and Portage. It is the contractors
objective to place a 1ift of borrow across this swampy area, which will
enable hauling over the road after the frost goes ocut of the ground.

The contractor has a new 2-1/2 C.Y. shovel at Fortage which he expects
to start in the borrow pit near the Portage camp within the next few
days. A clearing crew is working south, up &uartz Ureek, from Turnagain
Arm. The clearing operations have just reached the north end of Section
b, bubt no appreciable amount of work has been performed on this Section.

Section F-2 « PFeterson Creek to Indian

No contrect work has started on this section. 4 small crew is
staking clearing on this project, Field work has been retarded con-
siderably as the depth of snow exceeds three feet. #ost of the engi~
ngering personnel has been moved back to Portage to handle the contract
work at that peint.

Seetion G - Indian to Pelter
Flans have been completed by the Alaske Railroad gnd railroad

officials indicate the work can be advertised as soon as funds are
available.



GLENN HIGHWAY
Sectlon A - Anchorage to Palmer

The contractor who has subcontracted the grading work expects
to begin operations in sbout two weeks if weather permits. OUperations
will stari st the EKnik River bridge and progress toward Anchorage.
Grading operations will be closely followed by base course and plant
mix. Previous reports indicated that suitable sources of materia) for
the ssetion through Fort Richardson had been agreed to with Army
officials. CSubsequent developments proved the commitments previously
made by the Army as to sources of material were not firm. It has been
necessary Lo reopen negohliations with the officials at the Post and it
appears that a source suitable to the Government, the contractor and
the post officials has now been located. Sampling to determine the
suitability of the material is now being done. Completion of plans
on which to base the supplemental agreement is being deferred pending
consummation of negotiations as to source of material.

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY
Sections A and B - Fairbanks to Big Delta

A4 far as is known the contractor still plans to start about
April 15, as stated in previous reports. Two men in Fairbanks are
sampling sources of material for plant mix.

ALASKA HICHWAY
Section B - Johnson River to Tok Junction

As indicated in the previous report, the contractor on this
project intended to start operations Mey 1. Information received
from the Alaska Road Commission indicates that Thompson Pass will
not be open before Hay 15, and the contractor has been so informsd.
No information has been received as to any changes he may have made
in his plans.

KEHAI RIVER HIGHWAY; FOREST HIGHWAY FROJECT 5-Bl

All data on which to base the condemnation for right-of-way
has been completed and forwarded through channels, If at all possible,
this project should be placed in line for construction this year. One
bent at the north end of the existing bridge will have to be replaced
within the next twe or three weeks in order to keep the old bridge in
service, Flans for doing this work with maintenance forces are being
made now, and necessary material is being assembled.



SEJARD MAINTERANCE OFPERATIORS

As previously reported, snow, except in Seward, is below normal.
£lide difficulties have not been serious and probably will noi becoms
s0. Haintenance operations at the present time consist of thawing ice
from frogen culverts, ramoving some glaciers {rom the road that have
started causing trouble during the current thaw, and some snow removal
between Hope and Yoosse Pass.

PERSONREL

Some personnel recently transferred from the States have estab-
lished residence in Seward with the thought of possibly moving later as
work in the interior opens up and enginsering crews are organiszed, It
is planned to use the Girdwood camp for taking care of personnel that
may arrive befors construction jobs are started. ZHExperienced sub-
professional pesrsonnel in the SP-6, S¥-7 and SP-8 grades apparently
will be particularly difficult teo find in sufficient numbers to staff
ocur construction projects.

B, #. French
District fngineer
¥arsh 1, 1949 -





