
danuery 5, 1950

To 3 Mr. Ae G. Clark, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, DQ, GC.

From 3 HK, A, Steddart, Division Enginser

Subjects Hxcarpts from Confidential Monthly Renort for Decamber 1949 for
Division Ne. 16

The remaining active Forest Highway projects were shutdown during
the month sé that the only work now in progress is the maintenanes
activities which consist almost entirely of anow removel end $he: design

. being carried on in the Division office.

Many of the engineers from the construction projects, who are
being carried ovar the winter, are on leave but will return efter thefiret of the year to carry on computation of contract quantities and pre-
peretion of finel construction records,

Yotios was received thst apportionment has been made of the 1950
Ferest Highvey funds. Preliminary disouasione with the Regional Forester
in advances of a program conference with Territorial and Forest Service
representatives heve developed Hr, Heintzleman'!s feeling thal programming
ef projects within the areas contempleted for construction to. be financed
by special appropriations should be deferrsad pending some indiestion of
the successof such a request. Ib now appears probable that an agreement
wELl be weached that a praject shovld be programed on the Glacier Highway
gdjoining the improvement completed this pest senson which extended from
Juneau to the edrport. The other projects tentatively programed antl
previously shown on the seaond yaar of the three year programwill probebly
be held inabeyance for two or three months, pending conzressionel. action,

Qonversstions havea been carried on with Territerieal rapresantatives
te provide a besis for approvel of indlusion of the Turnagein Arm Project
on the Forest Highvay syctem on the basis on which it was originally pro«
posed, that is, placing this highvey in Glass 3 as an additien to the
Forest Highway system.

A review of personnel requirements te staff the projects planned
for 1950 is being carried on and, alse, @ canvass of the personnel is being
made of the enginesring assistants returned to the States upon completion
of their assignment, A determination will then be made of the additional
personnel necessary for the next season to develop a plan for recruitment,
with the recruitment plan to be adjusted te the numbar of men reguired and
the probable best source of personnel,
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Br. Le q, Hewes —Z= @aniary Be 1950

Weather conditions which were warmer than normal in November
became decidedly more severe with frequent snows the forepart of the
month and changing to clear and cold wenther during the last ten days
“Which caused the monthly average temperature to ve decidedly lower
than normal.

It is reported that Mr. Ike P, Taylor will retire as Chief
Bngineer of the Alaska Road Gommission effective February 1. Hr. Tayler
has been with the Road Commission for 32 years and has been Chief Engineer
for.18 years. He will be suceseded by Mr. A. FP. Ghiglione who has been in
charge of construction for severel months.

Rarly in the month a conference with Coleone] Johnson, General
Nahnager of the Alaska Raliroad, and Ceélonel Noyes of the Road Commission
developed that the alignment changes in the Alaska Railroad between Girdwood
end Portage, which Colonel sohnson bélieves are nesessery end which involve
sone interference with the highway location as adopted, are limited to one
at Stetion 1150 and anether at Station 1200, ‘The interference at Station
1150 is very minor and-4t is possible without change of highway alignment
to provide a six degree eurve on the railroad which meets its adopted
gtawierd fer reconstruction. At Station 1200 the istterference is somewhat
more serious but 1% was agread that the situation could be corrected by
the railroad shifting its line outward at this point to approximate position
af the highway ac constructed. It would then be necessary to reconstruct
the new highvey grade further out in the Arm and parallel to the new radi-
road alignment. It was agreed that if the railroad deeme the revision
necessary. the work will be constructed by railroad foress to avaid any
further chenges or olterations of the Max J, Kuney contract. This procedure
is supported by the reilroad*s view thet in this instance the work can be
done more economically by the railroad which can handle the comperatively
Lang haul from the Girdwood pit with railroad equipment.

Mr. dohn Argetsinger, District Enginser of the Gonmmity Facilities
Sarvics, has requested this organization to rekéase Mrs. Davis, G5-4,‘for transfer to hie organization at the earliest possible date. As thebe

on offered to Hrs. Davis by Mr. Argetsinger was at a substantially
er graie, en appropriate request for her transfer is being processedyrHe. Argetsinger with the consent of this office.
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On December 17 Mr. Herold Felkenhainer, who had been assigned to
the District office at Seward as a replacement for Er. Zadkc Henn, died of
a heart attack. At the request of his brether the remains were returned
to Hr. Falkenhainer's sister at Algona, Iowa. The assignment of a replace~-
nent for Hr. Felkevhainer has been requested of the Washington office.

HAS: pm



denmuary 5, 1950

To : Or, L. I. Hewes, Chief, Western Headquarters, San Francisco,
Gal ifarnia

From H. A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subjeats Confidential Monthly Report for Decembar 1949 for
Division Ho. 10.

The remaining active Forest Highway projects were shutdown during
the month so that the only work now in progress ig the maintenanse
acbivities which consist almost entirely of snow removal and the desien
beine carried on in the Division office.

Many of the engineers from the construction projects, whe are
being carried over the winter, ars on leave but will veturn after the
first of the year to carry on computation of contract quantities and pre-
paration of final conatruction records,

Notice was recsived that anportiommeat hes been made of the 1950
Perest Highway funds. Freliminary discussions vith the Regions Forester
in advance of es program conference with Territorialsnd Porest Service
representatives have developed Hr. Heintzleman's feeling that programmingof préjects within the areas eontempisted for construction to be financed
by apeciel appropriations should be deferred pending some indication of
the succoss of such a request. It now appears probable that an agreement
Will be reached that a project should be progreaméd om the Glacier Highway
adjoining the improvement completed this past season which extended from
Janesv. to the sirport. The other projects tentatively programed and
previously shown on ths second year of the three year program will probably
be held in abeyance for two or three months, pending congressional action,

Conversations have been carried on with Territorial representatives
te provide s basis for enproval of indlusion of the Turnegedn Arm Preject
on the Forest Highway system on the basis on which it was originally pro~
posed, that is, placing this highwey in Glass 3 as an addition to the
Forest Eighway system.

A review of personnel requirements to steff the projects planned
for 1950 is being carried on and, also, a canvass of the personnel is being
meade of the engineering assistants returned to the States upon completion
of their assignment. A determinstion will then be msde of the additions]
personnel netessary for the next season te develop a plan for recruitment,
with the recruitment plen to be adjusted te the number of men required and
the probable hest source of personnel.



Dr. L. I. Hewes =
Dae Jamuary 5, 1950

Weather conditions which were warmer than normal in November
become decidedly more severe with frequent snows the ferepart of the
month and chenging to clear and cold weather during the Lest ten deys
which caused the monthly average temperature to be decidedly lever
than normal.

I& is reported that Mr. Ike BP. Baylor will retire as Chief
Bogineer of the Alaska Read Comsission effective Tebrusry 1. Hr. Taylor
hes been with the Read Commission fer 32 years and has been Ohief Enginser
for 18 years. He will be suceseded by Mr. A. F. Ghiglione who has been in
cherse of construction for several months,

Early in the month a conference with Golenal dohnson, General.
Menager of the Alaske Railroad, and Colonel Noyes of the Road Commission
developed that the alignment changesin the Alaska Railroad between Girdwood
end Portage, which Cojanel Johnson believes are nuecassary end which involve
someinterference with the highway Location as adopted, are limited to one-
at Stetion 1150 and another et Station 1200. The interference at Stetion
E250 is very minor and it is possible without change of highwey alignment
to provide a six degree curva on the railroad which meets its adopted
stendard fer reconstruction. At Station 1200 the interference is somevhat
more serisus but it wes agreed that the situation could be corrected by

. the vadtyoed shifting its line outward et this point te approximate position
of the highway ac conchructed, It would then be necessary fe reconstruct
the new highvey grade further out in the Arm anf parallel to the new rali-
poed alignment. It wes egread thet if ths railroad deems the revision

neve eary
the work will bs construeted by reflread ferees te eveid any

further changes or alterations of the Hax.J. Runey contract. This procedure
is gupported vy the reflroad!s view thet in this instance the workdanbe
done more economically by the railroad which am handle the eomparatively
eng havi from the Girdwood pit with railroad equipment.

Hr. dohn Argetstnger, Pistrict Bugineer of the Community Pacilitiee
Serviecs, has requested this organization to rélease Mre. Tale Devia, Gs,
for trensfer to his organisetiion at the earliest possible date. As the
position offered to Mrs. Devia by Mr. Argetsinger was at a substantially
higher erede, an epproprinte request for her transfer is being processed
by Hr. Argetsinger with the consent of this office.

On Desember 17 Mr. Herold Falkenhsiner, who hed been assigned to
istrict office at Seward as a replacement for Hr. Zeck Mann, died of

attack. At the reonest of his brother the remains were returned
Jenhsinerts sister at Algona, Iowa. The agsignment of a replace-
Mr. Pelkenhainer has been requested gf the Washington offies,
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The graphs attached to previous reports are omitted as there
ie no ceomghruction prograss to report.

Enclosure: Narrative Report
by

District Engineer Wyller
Herrative Reportby District Engineer French

HAS: pm



HONTELY REPORT
OF

ACTIVITIES IH TRE JUNEAU DISTRICT, DIVISION TER
FOR THE HONTH OF DECHHBER 1949

The unusuzlly mild wenther which prevailed through the fall
and early winter came to an end the beginning of this month. As
the severity of the cold and the snowfall increased, it beceme neo-
essary ta shut down one construction project after another and es
of the end of this month ne project was active in the District.

Fhe Tirst preject te be clesed fer the winter was 7-A5,B2,
Mitkef Highway in the vicinity of Petersburg. The projeet activity
bad been confined to stockplling of beach gravel while awaiting the
arrivel of & washing plant. This plant was finelly received and
‘erected during the first week of December. But ismediately upon
erection, the weather became so severe thet it was necessary to close
the project for the winter on December 3, 1949. Ho gravel has, there-
fore, been processed or placed on the grade.

York on Project 31-A7,22, Dovgleae Highwey, continued to Decen-
ber ith, At this time 1% became impractical to perform any further
construction operations. The progress on this project has been
satisfactery and, at the time of the shutdown, epvroximstely 65% of
the preject had been completed. ‘The grade was left in very good cen-
dition for winter maintenance and no difficulty in keeping the grade
in condition for traffic is anticipated before the spring breakup.

Progress on Projects 1-37,63 and 1-D45,F4, which are included in
the same contract, continmed to be peor during the month of December
until became necessary to shvt down the prajects on account of
severe winter weather on December 28th. At the time of the shutdown
the clearing and grubbing on Project 1-B7,3 had as yet not dbecn com
pleted and the excavation had just barely been started. Ee other work
has been done on the project, and no work whstsoever hed been accom-
plished on Froject 1-D6,2%. ‘he contractor has been advised that this
office ie somevhet concerned over the very poor progress shown so fer
and hes been requested to discuss with this office the steps which are
to be taken to insure completion of the prejects within contract time.
¥e have been advised thet Xr. Mertin, one of the principale of Head &
Nartin, Inc., and Hr. Hanson, General Henager of the company *$ Fair-
banks, will be in this office on danusry 3 to disenes these projects
in detail.



Work on Project 7<-D2, redecking of Falls Creek Bridge, Hitkef
Righwey, wae carried on until just before Chrintmac, when the severe
weather forced 2 shutdown. Approximately 757 of the project had been
completed at that time. The remaining lumber was piled in the shed
te avoid having it buried in snow and ics. York will be resumed on
thie project as soon as weather permits.

The survey work sterted on Sitka Highway within the last wonth,
was completed the 22nd of December. hia work consisted of obtaining
additions] data for the design of the Sitka - Sawmill Creek Section,
and also included a complete soil survey.

The additions] survey deta and seil investigation on the
Douglas Bridge - Fritz Cave Section of the Douglas Highway was com-
pleted in the middle of the month.

There was coneiderable snowfall in the various lecalities with-
in the District during the first three weeke of the month and the
maintenance activities, therefore, consisted mainly of snow removal.
Phe weather turned clear and cold during the latter part of the month,
which has enabled the maintenance crews to clear the shoulders of snow,
and also to plow the minor side resds under the jurisdiction of the
Forest Service end the Territory. the extraordinary maintenance which
hes been in progress on the Forest Highways adjacent to Cordova has
been discontimed for the winter. 1% will be resumed in the spring when
the weather permite,

CHR ¥ WYLLER
District Engineer

December 30, 1949



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Division 16
Seward District

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR

DECEMBER 1949

TURNAGAIN ARM PROJECTS

Sections C&D, E and Fel

All work is closed down, as previously reported. The time extension
requested on the 0 & D seotion has been granted. This extension gives the
contractor until September 1, 1950 to complete the work. Resident Engineer
Cave is preparing the final estimate on the EB and Fel sections, These are
expected to be complete within a short time.

Experience to date on the summit between Granite Creek and Quartz
Creek and on the north (Turnagain Arm) side of the summit on the D section
indicates. that snow will be deeper on this section than on presently main-
tained Forest Highways on the Kenai Peninsula. However, the alignment is
good and the road wider and it is believed it will be easier to keep the
snow off this section than on some sections of the existing road.

Section Fo2 ~- Peterson Creek to Indian

Grading work continued on this project until December 13. On that
date all operations were closed down. ‘The contractor plans to have personnel
back on the project in March for repair of equipment and for other work pre-
paratory to resuming construction work probably some time in April, At the
time work was suspended there was about one foot of snow on the ground and
temperatures were about zero at night. During the last two or three weeks
operations have been limited to drilling, shooting, and excavation of rock
cuts south of Girdwood,

Section F-3 ~(Bridges on F-2 Seetion)

Work remains closed down, as previously reported.

Section G - Indian to Potter
(Contract under supervision of Alaska Railroad)

All work has been suspended for the winter.



GLENN HIGHWAY

Section A = Anchorage to Palmer

All work hag been suspended, as previously reported, The project is
about 87% complete, Work will be resumed probably in June,

Seetion B - Palmer to Mile 102 (54 Miles)

This project 1s being handled by the Alaska Road Gommission. I+ is
understood work has been suspended fer the sezson,

Sections Bel and B-2 ~ Mile 102 te Glen Allen

Bids for these projects were received by the Alaska Road Gommission
éuring the past month, Both prejecta are understood te have been awarded
to Babler and Regers on the basis of their low bids, which were below the
engineers estimates,

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Section A ~ Fairbenks te Harding Lake (44 miles)

All work is suspended, as previously reported, The project ia about
S7% complete, A recommendation has been made that the contract time be ex-
tended te duly 20, 1950 for all items except seal cont.

Section B - Harding Lake to Big Delta Junction (53.1 Hiles)

All work is suspended, as previously reported, An extension of time
has been requested by the contractor and is under coneideration by the Govern=
ment, Work on the project is 52% complete,

KREHAI RIVER HIGHWAY

Section 5-21, Goopers Landing Bridge

Work has been inactive since the last report was submitted, The pro-
ject ie about 90% complete, Apparently the Towle femily has engaged sn
attorney and intends te obtain as much as possible for right-of-way damages
allegedly oustained, Some of the allegstione made in a letter to the Forest
Service appear to be unreasonable,

‘Section B ~ Quartz Creek Location Survey

Wield work is complete, Field plans have been submitted to the
Division office for the first 3-1/2 miles down Daves Greek from the junction
with the Seward-Hope Highway, Work is in progrese in the Seward office on
the field plens for the rest of the project,



SEWARD FOREST HIGHWAY

Seetion 3-A9, Mile 3 to Mile 5

ALL work on this projest was suspended on December 1. On that date
the contractor had completed about 80% of the clearing and grubbing. No other
work has been started.

Section 3-E3,I4, Snow River Bridge

This project remains inactive, as previously reported, Piling have
been driven. No other work has been started.

Forest Boundary to Mile 12 Lecation Survey

AlL field work has been completed. Work on field plans is in progress
in the District offiies. Some work has been done to determine land ownerships
as the south 3 miles of this project is all on patented land. There are
several ommers and the lend has changed hands many times, thus complicating
right of way problems, .

SEWARD DISTRICT MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS

During the past month maintenance operations have consisted of plewing
snow, cutting brush, and removing some glaciers from the road. Sufficient
snow is now on the ground to prevent further serious glaciering and most of
the ice that formed has been removed, Some difficulty was experienced in
keeping the road open from Mile 10 to Mile 13 during the first week of Decen-
ber, but all sections of the road are now cleared of snow and amooth for
winter travel. The section from Seward to Mile 12 is ice covered and slippery.
The rest is covered with a thin layer of packed snow and is not so slippery.

As a means of more expeditiously thawing ice from eulvert pipes, 3/4"
pipes have been placed lengthwise ef the culvert in the invert of a number of
culverts where the worst freezing occurs. There is an elbow and a 3' to 4!
length of pipe extends vertically at the pipe inlet. It is marked with a pole
so it can be found under the snow. This end of the pipe is plugged to prevent
moisture from freezing inside the pipe when it is not in use. The lewer endof the pips is ieft open for all water to drain out. During the thawing opera- -

tion a steam line from a truck mounted boiler will be connected te the upper
end of the pipe and steam will be passed through the pipe. It is planned to
Place 6 pipe cap having a small vent to permit passage of steam over the lower
end of the pipe during thawing to get the most effective use of the steam.
During the current winter no serious difficulty has been experienced with
tan culverts and this method of ice removal from culverts has not been
ried.

_ Snow on the ground is approximately as follows: Seward, 10";Wile 12, 20%; Mile 42 to 50, 26"; Coopers Landing, 12",



Lerge warning signs 4-1/2' x 6' have been erected on both sides
of the airport runvay where it is erossed by the road to the airport and
the old radie station. Some Locel groups arse interested in relocation of
this road around the north end of the runway,

GENERAL

There is attached herete a table showing the value of contract
work done in this District during 1949, Photographs are also attached,



VALUE OF CONTRAOGT WORK DONE IN 1949

SEWARD DISTRICT

Project

Turnagain Arm Prejects

See. © & BD

Ses, E
See, Fe],
Seo, Fa2
See. Fa3

Amount

Total for Turnagein Arm

interier Projects

Glenn Hwy. See. A
Richardson Hwy. See, A
Richardson Hwy. Ses. B

Tobal for Interior Projects

Forest Highway Frojects
Kenai River 5~Bl
Seward Hwy. 3~A9
Seward Hwy. 3-£3,1h

Total for Forest Highway Projects

GRAND TOTAL

$ 1, 565,389.68
1,072, 454.67

559, 812.60
977,395.62
195,596.07

$ 4,370, 648.64

# 1,798,777.75
1,840 934.70

, 840.36

$ 5,265, 552,81

$ 181,866.45
22,894.58
6,814.26

$ 211,575.29

© 9,847, 776.74
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No, EEC 15«3

Glad Russian Orthodex church and graveyard near Eklutne,
left of Mile 27 on the Glenn Highway Section A project,
November, 1945,



Be, BSH l-l fanane River bridge st Mile 277 en the
Richardson Highway Sec. B project, Looking west,
August, 1949

Ho, RSH 1-2 Tanana River and the Alaska Range.
Leoking south from Mile 277.

Soenic views in the Big Delta region
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Ho, DUB 34 Cedar Repids het-mix asphalt plant in
operation at Mile 279.2 om the Richardson Mizhway
Section B project. Looking northweat September, 1949,
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No, DWE 6-546. Two Oedar Rapides crushing and
sereening plants in operation producing plant-
mix aggregate in grevel pit along the fenana
River otMile 296 on the Richardson HighwaySea. B ooleete September gig. iad
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No. RGN 2-4 Dozers stripping muskeg at sta. 605.
The view is vest, August, 1949

Kenai River Forest Highway, Project 5-B1
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RWS 4-4 Rough grading completed for combined
highway and railread fill, Loeking back and
east from sta, 1405, Present railroad to be
moved to outside of new fill, Turnogsin Arm
on right, November, 1949,

by\
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BWS in3 Completed grede looking north end sheed
from ste. 1305 at Girdwood, Note snow slide srea
in beckground, November, 1949,

Sewaré-Anchorage (Turnagain Arm Project) Seco, F2




