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Supplementing our Septamber 8 menoreandum we onalose
xr. Stoddart's September 6 memorandum covering activities in
Division 10 for the month of August. Enolosures include
narrative reperte of the Seward and Juneau Pietricts, photoe
graphs and a newspaper clipping from the Portland Oregonian
of duly 31, lglg.

Hide were rooeived on several forest highway projects
and ir. Sbhoddart!a senmment relative to better competition and
prices on tre larger projects is of interest.

Heather oonditions were greatly improved in August and
accelerated progress on most active projeata is noted,

Attention is invited to the somment on page 3 relative
to venefite from the use of Seetrip additive in the prime
coat applieation on the Glenn Highway, Hection A.

Rete alec (page 4) the Aray inquiry regarding the
feasibllity of a highway connection between fortage and Rnittisr.
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To 2 Dr. L. I, Hewes, Ghief, Western Headquarters, San Francisco,

as Csiifornia
H, A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subjects Gonfidential Monthly Report for August 1949 for
Bivision No. 10

. ids were received on August 8 for two prejects on the Tengess Highway
at Ketchiken. The projeste were advertised with proposals covering each
project sepsretely ond one proposnl covering beth projects. Four bids vere
received for the Wards Cove project and three for the Bugge Beach to Mountain
Point, and four for the combined projects. Heed & Kertin, Ine. of Fairbanks
submitted the low bid of $778,822.90 which was almost 10% Lowar than the
combined tetal for the two projects as bid separately, indicating a substan-
tis] saving to the Government by setting up the lerger prajests., The bids
received on August 4 for materiale to be furnished for construction, while
developing only e single bid for each typs of material, were substantially
under the estimate. The possibility that Navel surplus supplies and materials
might be avelleble wes investigated but a negative reply ves reesived from
the Heval, Commandant24 Kodiak, Subesquently the bid of Reed & Fartin was
accepted and contract decuments were forwarded to the contractor for his
execution, It wer noted that the only bidder on the Wards Cove project im Hay
was the BR. Jd. Sommers Construction Company, On the same projedt this time it
was §256,302.10 Lese than his previous bid of $685,475.90. Although a portion
ef the reduction is aacounted for by the change in type of bridge and also a
portion of the materlals are now furnished by the Government, i4 is a definite
indiestion of more competition,

On August 15th bids were reosived for Forest Highway Project 31-A7,B2,
Douglas bridge to Touglas section of the Dovgles Highway. Bids were received
from tvo Junesu firme with no interest being shown by construction firma
operating in the Anchorage-Fairbanks srea, Heyes and Whiteley submitted a
bid of $199,195 which was slightly less than 10% over the engineer's ostimate
of £181,845, The next day the low bidder requested permission to revise his
bid for the grubbing item, reducing the unit price of $3,350 per acre to
$1,500 per acre, claiming he had made error through a misimderstandiing of the
extent and séope of the vork to be performed. Advice from higher authority
was requestedte

escortatn
if £t might be permissible to accept a correction

of this nature. With an affirmative answer being received, the recommendation
regarding the deposition of the bid was changed from a rejectionto that of
recommendation of aaceptence of the low bid. ‘The contract being awarded to
Bayes oni Whiteley they begen work on August 29.

On September GPnd bide were received for Forest Highway Project 3-E3,14,
Snow River bridge on the Sewerd Highway and 3-A9 consisting of two miles of
eradinge on the seme highway. For the bridge project four bids were received
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with Kell & Peterman of Juneau, Alaska submitting the low bid of $104,549
and on the grading project eix bids were received with ¢. F. Lytle Company
and Green Construction Company being low biddere at $137,062. Both bids
being only slightly over the engineer's estimate, they were recomended
for award with notification of the acceptance of the low bide being re-
eeived from Washington on September 1. ‘Two of the bidders qualified their
bids by offering a reduction of four or five percent if awarded both projects
and a third bidder, Morrison-Knudsen Company, Inc., prepared a bid offering
reduced prices for each item if awarded both contracts. While the quelifica-
tions di4 not operate te have eny effect on the low bid, it was coneidered
interesting te note thet on this work alse the centractors were evidently
in a position to operate more economically on a larger preject. These two
projects resnited in the development of the broadest competition of any
Forest Highway work advertised during this senson. Of the four centracts
averded as a result of bid openings for August, three were awarded to
firms not previously holding Ferest Highvey contracts indicating satisfac-
tery growth of the constraction industry im southeastern Alacka.

Work hes continued on the Kenai River bridge on the Xenai River
Highway, Farest Highway Project 5-BL, with excellent progress being made
end 14 now appears the work will be completed thie seegon. During the
month the Glacier Highway Praject 2-412 was completed and slen the Oarlanna
Creck bridge repairs at Ketchikan, Forest Highway Project 1-44, Progress
on the Glacier Highway project had been retarded ond hampersd throughout
the summer by continuing adverse weather, with much of the application of
prime coat and construction of the plant mix pavement being constructed on
Saturdays end Sundays through mest of dune and duly, Fortunately a period
of vary favorable westher, vith no rein for 12 days, permitted the seal to
be placed under very favorable conditions, High lebor costs and some
inconvenience to traffie resulted but the work was vary satisfactorily
completed within the time allowed. During the interval since the project
was originally proposed and advertised, the city constructed a new adimin-
istration and passenger terminal at the Juneau airport. With its completion
the definite need for improvement of the access read from the Glacier Highway
te the airport building became evident. The Civil Aeronautics Administration
authority agreed to contribute to the construction of the access road by
providing the funis for pavement within the airport reservation and the cityoffered to bear the expense of such grading aa was required. 14 appeared.
sdvieabdie for the Public Reads to cooperate by surfacing Section K of the
Clacier Highway which forms the connection from the main road to the entrance
to the airport, The cost was quite nominal as the length of the Public Rosds*
seetion was only 630 fect. ¥ith advance approval being received te perform
the work, if was undertaken oni hea been completed. The value of providing
a better entrance to the city becomes apparant when it is understood that
perheps 90% of the people arriving in Juneau for the first time enter it
through the airport.

The Petersburg surfacine project was advertised and «11 bids
reestved were rejected as teo high in May. No further action was teken on
thie project as it wae believed that should the Eetchiken projects be con-
stracted ty dey Labor it would be desirable to construct the Petersburg
project by day labor vith the same crew to distribute the overhesd costs as
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Widely as possible. Upon award of the Ketchiken work, the Petersburg
project was promptly advertised far bids to be onened on September 7 ta
obtein the benefit of the competition afforded by the presence of the
contractor's plant et Wrangell. Should satisfactory bids net be obteinad
it is tentatively planned to organize a small dey labor operetion, using
the smell crushing plant owned by the Tublic Roads snd loceted on the
Severd Highway.

For the projects in the interior, the Babler Bros, & RKekers
Gonstruction Company on Section B of the Aleska Highvey has continued ta
make the best progress and will complete crushing of surfacing materisls
about September 1 end if the westher in September dees not become too
unfavorable vill complete the oiling operation about September 15,

The other projects heve been more adversely effected by the continued
unfeverable weether end heve fallen considerebly behind the original schedule.
It appeere improbable thet they can be completed this semson, sitheugh pro-
eress continues to accelerate and perticulerly shows the benefit reesived
from the period of good weather extending over a two weeks period in mié@-Augcust.

The intensive testing of meterials hes continued ond a quantity of
Restrip additive has been used in the prime coat applications on the Glenn
Highway, Section A, with markedly beneficis] restlts. Samples of competitive
additives heve been obtsined ané are undergoing tests. Results so far
ebteined do not indicate any considerable superiority of eny of the brands
nov being tested ever ony of the others, Since the plant mix cen be laid
under more adverse weather conditions than the prime coat, the latter will be
omitted if necessary to permit the construction to continua fo the greatest
extent pessible for this seasen.

Progress on the Turnagein Arm projects continues to accelernte,
With the two sections at the head of the Arm now being substantially completed.
‘Section ¢, extending from Mile 58 to the Quartz Creek summit, is now very
well advanced and good progress is elso being made on Section D, The
operations of the subcontractors on the bridge wark, Munter & Phillips,
continues to show excellent supervision as it is very vell organised and
planned. Workmanship is very good and the lines end surfaces obtsined are
considered te be excellent.

The MaxJ, Euney Companyon Section F2 hes made fair progress, working
ensterty from Girdwood, but recently has moved beek te the section involved
in the line shift between Stations 1339 end 1420, snd hes thet work well
advanced, With the addition of more equipment better pregress is te be
anticipsted.

Experience with the tank farm facilities provided for the interior
bituminovs surfacing projacts leads to the conclusion thet the operation es
a whole is quite satisfactory, and no serioug difficulties have been
experienced, The Limitations in the variety of bitweinous mitericls available
resvits from restricted operating characteristics of the tankers, as there
are none on the Alaske run thet can handle materials less fluid than RC-3
cut-beck esphelts. I6 seems quite possible, with the improvement of tanker
vessels, that a wider choice of meteriels, including asphaltic cements,
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nw will be available.

A survey party was organized te make a more detailed survey of the
section of the Richardson Highway ertending from Valdez to a point 36 miles
north, Upon completion ef this work, expected about Octeber 1, the party
will then proceed to Section F of the same highway extending from Gulkana
to the Tonsina Ledge at Mile 82 north of Valdes.

An inquiry was received from General Scott, Commanding Officer of
Army Land Forces in Alaska, regarding the feasibility of a highway connection
from Portege to Whittier. He was advised that the possibility of such a
reuta would be studied. He was elao asked if military funis were available
for sueh a highway sines iis use is presently limited to transportation of
emmy meterials, and it would not appear to be eligible fer Porest Highvay‘ funds if operation continued under present restrictions,

During the month the Office ef the District Rnginser of the USED
undertook a etudy of the Gook Inmet area. hey made a request te this
office for information regerding plans for future highvey improvements on
the Kenai Peninsula, ‘They have been advised of the approximate cost of
reising the standard of the existing ronds to the seme Levels as sdopted
for the Turnageain Arm project.

Referring to the comment in recent reports regarding the study being
made by the Read Commission of the proposed ferry service between Prince Rupert

Q and Juneau end Haines connecting with the Land route from Prines Rupert te
Yencouver by way of Prince George, Celene] Boyes made a trip over the Land
portion of the route this month, Hs reports that while the highway is narrew
and ef Lew stendard for much of the distance, that recengtruetion is active
at many points end thet the Provinciel government expects to bring most of
the route to sn adequate standard by 1955. He reported also that progress
continues om the Hart Highvey from Prince George to Dawson Greek, with only
35 miles not completed or under construction, He is inclined te believe
thet deficiencies in the contract construction on this work tends to justify
the continued use of dey labor methods fer the grading work being carried on
in Alesis.

An article appeared in the Portland Oregonien dated July 31, 1929
which described the proposed power projeet to be lecated in the Tweedsmuir
pari south of Burns lake. This project resembles in many deteiis the
project which has been under discussion for Bennett lake in the Skezgway
area at the heed of Lynn Canel, but appears te heve the edvantage of being
free from the necessity of obtaining en agreement between the United States
and Canada. The clipping covering the article is attached as an enclosure
te this report.

Enel oguress Nerrative Report by District Engineer French
Rarrative Report by District Bngincer ¥ylier
Graph shewing progress on major prejecta
Bewspsper clipping from Portland Oregonisn
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View of military installation at Haines, Alaska now occupied by a
veterans cooperative group.
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Motor Ship Chilkoot lying at the Haines ramp at low tide.
vessel is an Army surplus LCT in service carrying vehicles from

The

Juneau to Haines. It operates on a two-trip a week schedule.
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Another view of the Jumeau-Haines ferry.
l2 car capacity and requires approximately 8 hours for the trip
Prom Tee Harbor north of Juneau to Haines at the south end of the
Haines Cutoff.

The vessel has a normal
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Signs erected by the Alaska Road Commission at each end of active
road projects. The expression “A Century of Progress” refers to
the date of establishment of the Department of the Interior.

LDING TODAY
FOR YOUR DRIVING PLEASURE

TOMORROW

ans ROAD COMMISSION
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TUREAGAIN aBM PROJECTS

Sections C&D = Mile 58 te quartz Oreek

Praegress on these sectiona continues te improve and it may yet be
poseible te get ea passable treil acress the summit te the mouth of Guertz
Creek tefore winter westher shuts the work Gown, Completion of the contract
within the time sllewed is very unlikely, The section where Little work
ether than clesring has been started is in high cauntry where the esrliest
snewfall and cold weather will secur, The read throughout Section ( is in a
passstle condition and is shaping un nicely, Gleanup and finishing is in
progress, The D sectien is passable from the north end of the section near
the mouth of Cuerte Greek, ste, N52 to ate, 350 ond from 0400 to sbowt 170,
Gensiéerakle unsuiteble mock and vegetcble matter is being encountered and
wust be exerveted snd wasted, The section frem 170 te 350 has been vartly
Glerred end some sreding with screpers has been performed, £11 travel is
still by est snd sled,

Pecks heve been poured en 5 ef the majer bridges 21] ef which sre steel
end cenerete, The 5 tridges poured include the twe largest structures and sll
ef the structures in the hirher country, Exeellent progress is being msde
on the other tridges and completion this yesr is assured, Hone of the bridges
ere yet in service altheugh some of them heve cured the required time. Qne
vengent at the beginning ef the preject has been bladed te a reesone'’ly smeoth
surfree end it serves ndmirakiy as an eirstrip for landing both contractors
end engineering personnel end supplies,

inginearing screws ere still in 3 leestiens on the project se reported
previously,

Section E * Quarts Graek te Portage

‘Greding work hes not been active during the pest menth ae the shevel
ené trucka heve been henling borrev on sdjacant section Fel, About 50,000 yds,
ef berrew will be necessary to complete the greding whieh includes the bscke
£211 of 12 timber ond concrete trestle bridges, This werk will he etertead
within e few days when the shovel moves beak te Portage after completion of
herrey on the Fel seetion,

£11 cenerete decks heve been poured on the trestle bridges thus cempleting
ell tridses of this type, Three of these heve been placed in service, The
‘uarte Greek briége which is sbout 200 ft, leng is the only etesl snd conerete
bridge on this preject. During the post month keth piers and one sbutment



have been completed and foundation piles heve been driven for the other nbuiment,
Gompletion this year is prectionlly assured,

Cleanup work of both bridges end clenring end grading is expected to
start vithin ex few days, The osontrector showla be able to complete this project
within the time limit,

Section Fel + Fortage to Peterson Oreek

Grading work is substentially complete, Practica:liy 611 the yardage of
borrow is in plece, There is no rosdwey excavation, sll grading work being
placement of imported borrow, Flading and finishing of roedway and fill slopes,
cleanup of clesring spoils, borrow pits and camp site is in progress, When
the shovel moves back to complete the borrow on adjacent section E e light
surface course of selected borrow is to be placed over this section to provide
a more setisfactory surface for travel, The materiel an the borrow pits on
this project is excellent f411 msterisl but is rather coarse for finishing to
a satisfactory surface for travel, The borrow on section £ is not so coarse
and provides an excellent surfsoce for travel,

Bridge work on this section was recently resumed after being inactive
most of the year while the bridge crews were completing the bridges on adjacent
section fr. ALl bridges ere precest concrete stringers and concrete decks
on timber pile venta, The deck has been povred on 1 two spen trestle and
deck forms end steel are being set for the Pwenty Mile trestle of 33 spans,
In addition to the Twenty Hile there is 1 thres spen trestle, The bridge work
ig well orgsnized and all bridge work should be completed this year,

With greding work substantislly completed and bridge work well organized
end progressing excellently this shovid be the first Turnagein Arm Project
completed, OGompletion should teke place within two months,

The section is still inacaessible by connecting road even from adjacent
section E, axcept at low tide, and will be until the Twenty Mile Bridge is
completed, Oompletion of this bridge will enable travel from Peterson Creek
over the E and Fel sections to about sta, 350 on the D section, Aacess to the
preject is still vie the Alaska Reilroed or by air, The tide fists. aaross
which the fills are built make very satisfactory lending strips for small planes
on wheels and mach treveal to and from the project is by air,

seetion Fe? = Peterson Greek to Indian

Rough grading has been completed from Girdwood to a point about 2 miles
south; end from Girdwood to a point about 1} miles north, Fair progress has
been made to dete, The chenge in thea bed esnowslide area north of Girdwood
has been negotiated and work is progressing setisfactorily, The material
encountered so far indiontes sufficient heevy rock to protect the railroad fill
from tidel action, The material is sorted in such a way as to get heevy rock
for the outside of the reailroed fill, ‘The finer materiel is used for the rest
of the fill for both the reilroad and highway, ‘The contractor is assembling a
2 eey. shovel and has brought in additional Fuclid trucks, This equipment in
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Section Fa? + Peterson Greek to Indien { con't.)

pddition to the 3: cey. shovel and trucks now working will be started on the line
change coveredby the change order, With this volume of heavy equipment working
progress should show a eubstentiel improvement,

No work has been done on the 4 trested timber bridges on this project,

Section Fe3 (Bridges on F<2Section)
The Glacker Greek bridge has been completed except riveting structural

steel and pouring deck, Both pier footings at Kern Greek are complete und
foundrtion piling made of reilroad rnils heve been Griven for both shutments,
Work is progressing satisfactorily, Use of spesders owned by the reliroed has
ensbled the contractor to get to the bridge sites without having to rely upon
scheduled trains or require his employe@s to walk, This transportrtion should
improve progress on the bDridses,

Section G = Indien to Potter

This ssetion is under contrect by the Alaske Hailrosd, Lerge emounts
of drilling and grading ecuipment sre rt werk on the project end observetions
made in goings over the project on the railrosfi indicates that food progress is
being mode, .

GLENN HIGHWAY

Section A = Anchorege to Palmer (including
Section thru Ft, Richerdson) (46 miles)

Excellent vrogress continues to be meade on the grading, and approximately
#56 of all ereding work, including thet edded by supplemental eereement inside
¥t, Bichardson, has been completed, Pilent mix paving is provided in the same

contrast and is planned to follow immedietely behind grading operstions, Under
the circumstances it has been necessary to weste considercble wet miterial
thet would be suiteble if weather conditions would permit its drying out,
The wet confiition of the meteriel im ites origins] position and unprecedented
heevy reins throughout most of the summer hes kept much of this material
aatureted and wistable, In order to etebilize the rondway and enable plecing
of plant mix it has been necessary to vaste considereble quantities of this
meberiel and backfill the exceveted sectione vith clean sravel borrow which
will stebilive under eny condition of weether, The necessity of stabilizing
ell of the gerade this yeer in order to plece plent mix surfscing es soon as

possible tende to increase costs by incressing toth the quentities of reedwoy
excavetion end borrow, All sections where plant mix hee been pleced heve been
vell stebilised ahead of the bese course,

Plant mix paving hes been placed on a section ebout 11 miles long
extending south from Pelmer to e¢ point cbout « mile south of the Knik River
Bridge and on ¢ section sbout 2) miles long ecross the Eklutne Flete between
Mile 27 end Mile 20, Flant mir peving hes been sterted south of the asphelt
plant at Kile 25 end ebout 1 mile of peving hes been pleced to dete,
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GLENK HIGHWAY Section A (con't,)

Base course surfacing operctions are well ahecd of the plant mix peving,
Tue to wet weether the placing and curing of a satisfactory prime cont shead
of the plant mix paving has been ovite difficult, Prime coat pleced and
gured in suitable weather have proven satisfactory, Prime coets placed or
oured under unfavorable wether conditions heve in some ceases broken through
and resulted in caonsidersble roughness, and patching before placement of plant
mix hes been necessary, "No Strip" is now being used es an additive in the
prime cont and better results are apparently being obteined,

Section B = Palmer to Hile 102 (54 Miles)

This project is under contract to He Laughlin, Ine, and work is being
supervised by the Alaska Hoad Gommission,

RICHARDSON HIGHRAY

Section A = Fairbenks to Herding Leake (44 miles}

Progress ves good during August, Rein deleyed the oiling work during
the first half of the month but the weether wes faverable during the last half
and the contrector wes able to mske repid progress, By the end of the month
16 miles on the Pairbanks end of the project hed been paved ani the hot mix
plant wes being moved to a new setup in a pit left of Mile 342.6, Approximately
$500,000 worth of work or 19% of the oontract was completed during Aveust.

The contrector estimeteas thet the grading and base course surfacing will
be completed by September 26, If this schedule is met, and if weather conditions
should be favorable in September end October it will be possible to complete
the paving work this year, The contrect prevides that all work except sezl cost
shell be complsted by December 31, 1949,

Results of the coiling work to dete have bean satisfactory, Riding suslities
of the pavement ave good, 4 mix composed of 52k %& of rock (1" to no 4), YTS
of fines (minus no,4), and 192 Ibs. of ROS (4.8% of ageregste) is being used,

The contractor employed an average crew of 221 men working 6 deys per
week, Grading and bese course surfacing wes double=shifted,

fhe Public Hoads engineering crew consists of 40 men, Board and lodging
is obteined at Aurore Lofige end Noose Greek Lodge by arrangement with the
contractor, end at Eileen Field throvgh the Universe] Food Service,

Section B = Harding Leake to Big Delta Jet. (53 miles)

Progress continues slow, The project is only 29% complete end cannot de
completed this yesr, The csontrest provides thet 211 work except senel const
shall be completed by December 31, 1949,



HICHAIDSOR ELGHWAY = Section E (con't,)

Progress on grading work hes been frirly good, The contractor ie using
& PE va, shovel with 4 Buelia end dum trucks on the hesvier rock exenvetion,
and a 2¢ yd, Creag line vith 6 Euclid belly«dump wagons and h Terra=Cebre
Scrapers of borrow, Grading work is 45% complete, One medium size Uedar
Rapids crushing end scresning plant is being used to produce bese course and

. 2 * 3plant mix sgeragnte, Base course surfecing is 23% complete,

fhe coutrector estimetes thet grading end bese course surfecing will be
completed by Cetober 28, Unless n second crushing plant ie moved on the job
in a short time it will be impossible te meet this schedule, Approximetely
$300,006 worth of work or 102 of the contract was completed during the month.

Restlts of the olling work to dete heve been setisfsctory, Riding
avelities of the finished pevement ere food and the rocky mix with a high
percentege of arash hes produced 6 solid ené stable surface, Approximetely
kh wiles of pavement heave been completed on the Big Delte end of the project.
A mix composed of 622% of rock (1" to no), 373% of fines (minus no.¥, and
173 lbs, of BO3 (4,35 of sgeregrte) is being used,

Some delay hes resulted from encountering perns-frost in grevel borrow
pits, Zhe contrector hes experimented with drilling and shooting these pits
without success ond the only remedy is to move to mnother pit, Fortunetely,
sufficient upfrozen pits heve been found to provide enough borrow meterisl,
Experience to dete indicates thet pits slong the edge of and in the Tennane
Kiver ere not frocen,

4 short line change from mile 262.5 to 782.68 was constructed acragss an
ares where pernsefrest wee continuous wider 2 one feot cover of more and
vegetation, Glesring was confined to eutting off the brush ¢ ft, above the
eround, Ho stripping ves dene, A ¥% Ft, fill of heevy gerevel borrow wes then
made in one Lift and compe.eted by trucks, Eesults to dete mre good, This
tyne of construction soross froren sreas ves used on the Aleske Righwsay below
Big Delte dat, and sppsare successful,

fhe canbractor employed an average orev of 190 men working 6 drys per
week, Grading and bese course surfscing was doubleeshifted,

The Public Hoeds enginesring crew consists of 4O men, FBoaré and Lodging
ie obtsined ef Alaske Lodge end Birch Leke by arrangement with the caniractor,



KENAI RIVER FOREST HIGHWAY

» Section 5<H1, Qoopers Landing Bridge

Excellent progress is being made, and the project should be completed
this Fell, Clearing, grubbing and grading operations are probably S0% complete
and all pile bents for the bridge will be completed within a few deys. Frecast
etringers end other bridge materisls are on hand, It was necessary to increase
pile lengthe beyond the lengths shown on the plans, Suitable trected piling
was obtained Locally,

Sagtion 2 + Guertz Greek Lacetion Survey

A 9 men survey crew, which hanéles slso the engineering on the 5-B1
bridge end grading project, is working on this project, About 94 miles of
survey have been completed between the Sewerd-Hope Highway at Mile 41 and a
point sbout 1/2 mile below Sopers Ledge, A tie line about 6200 ft. long has
been completed bebwean this survey et sta, 218 and the old 1929 survey which
follows down Raves Greek, Work is now being done on retreeenment of the old
Daves Creek line se additions] topography aan be teken to cover an improved
projected line down Deves Greek, Gompletion of thie retracement and the
taking of additionel tepogrephy will eneble the meking of comperative estimetes
on the two lines, Hecennaissance hae been made of the lake shore routs around
Sopers Lodge and it is planned to run a line through this ares to determine
the relative marite of the tuo possible rowbes in this area.

SEVARD FOREST HIGHWAY

Section 3 - AQ, RR. Grossing to Mile 5

Lytle end Green submitted the lew bid of $137,062.00 on this ureject
and averd has been recommended, A right of way 100 ft, wide has heen obtsined
threughout the project, The entire length of the praject is outside the
Forest and traverses privetely owned lend, Gleering and erubbing operations
aré expected to start within the next month,

Seotion 3-23, Ih Snow River Bridge

Keil and Peterman submitted the lew bid of $104,549.00 on this project
and eward has been recommended, No infornstionis aveilable in this Pistriet
es te the contractors plane fer starting the work,

SEVARD DISTRICT MAINTEBSNGE OPERATIONS

Selected material for surfacing is being placed between Mile 13 and Hile
18, Haterieal is being ebteined from the bsra elong Snow River sAjacent to the
rord, Lt is lessed with the shovel and truck hsvled te the point of placement
on the rend, This section of the Seward Highwey is one of the oldest sections
and many short sections are old log corduroy where feilures are evident, Other
sections have been very reugh es preetically 211 surfacing has been loet in seme
places and solid ledge rock conetitiges the roed surface,

Photogrephs and progrees charts are being submitted herewith,



MONTHLY REPORT
ON

ACTIVITIES IN THR JUNEAU DISTRICT, DIVISION TEN
FOR THE MOETH OF AuGUST 1949

Weather cenditions #11 over Aleske vere considersbly better
during the month ef Anenet than in eny previous month during the
yeer. Progrese on the varions constraction jobs reflected the
ispreved weather conditions and was good on ell projecte.

The eaphelt paving on Project 2-412, Glacier Highwey,Junean-
Juneau Airport Section, wee reported es completed on July 23.Small
seetions of fype 2 Seal were layed Aurast 1 end August 4, but real
progress on the Seal Cost did not begin before dugnst 10, at which

After four days of rein

Finel inspection
During this pericd the remainder of frpe 2

time we hed three deye af good weather.
the veether again breke on Aveust 19 when we hed twelve consecutive

A few minor correcticna were

daye of gfeod weether.
Een] Cent and 211 the Tyne 3 Senzl ware conpleted,

The Preject presents a neat appearance

ef the prejest was made by representatives from the Division Office
end the District Office on August 26.
erdered, which were completed ths same day, and the Project was
aeeepted se of thet date.
end is a credit beth to the contractor end to the Hesident Engineer.

On Preject 1-44, Carlanna Bridge in the vicinity ef Ketchikan,
the centracter completed 811 work excent the painting and the plecing
of the spans on the bearings on the new pier. On august 3, due to
the extremely wet weather it was dmepescible for the contractor te de
any further effective work and the centractor was, therefore, ordered
te suspend operations at the elose of August 3. The project wee re-
epened on Augest 20 ané a1] work was completed on August 25. Pinel
inapection ef the project wae made on August3f at which time it was
accepted omd the contractor relieved of any further responsibility.

Freject 16-A3,8:,035,D2, Wrangell Bighway, mode better preerees
the project in now reported se being 95% completed ap

fhe appearance of the preject is act entire-
this month.
of the end of Auenst.
ly satisfactory, mainly due te lack of proper blading and dreesing



ef shoulders and surface. The concrete box culvert at Institute
Creok has been completed, but backfill and greding over the cul~-
vert cannot be dune befere September 14. With the exception of
grading ang shaping,the project will be more or less dormant until
September 14. It ie expected that the remsining work can be com-
pleted in less then a week's time after that date.

Improved weather conditions prevailed ales in the interior of
siaske and progress on the Alaska Highvay Section 3B Project wes,
therefors, good during the month of August. The project is report-
ed as being 90% complete at the end of the month and prospects for
completion in thie season are good.

Bide for construction of Project 31-A7,Bz,Grading and Surfac-
ing ef the Douglas Highway, were opened in the Divison Office
Augest 15. The Bid of Hayes and Whiteley was accepted on August
23 and the contractor was ordered to begin the work on Augost 27.
Actual work started en August 29.

Bids for construction of Forest Highway Project 1-87,63 and
Project 1-06,54, fongess Highway, were opened in the Division Office
fugust $. Bide of Reed & Martin, Contractor, Fairbanks, Alaska were
accepted on August 24, but to date the contracter has not been dir-
ected to begin work. It 1s expected that work will commence early
in

September.
The Survey of Section E of the Eichardsen Highway between ¥aldez

and Mile 36 on the north side of Thompscn Peas was initiated August
5. The survey was started at Mile 20 and at the end of the aonth
‘the section to the end of the survey at Hile 36 had been completed.
The reason for starting the survey at Mile 20 was to obtain the data
over Thompson Pass before bad fall weather might make it impossible
te de survey work over the summit. It is expected that the entire
survey will be completed about October 1.

Maintenance activities during the month were rovtine.
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September 12, 1949

To ¢ Dr. L. I. Hewes, Chief, Western Headquarters, San Francisco,
TRE Oelifornia

Proms H. A. Stoddart, Division Sneinecer

Supplementing the monthiy report for August we enclose two

sets of photographs .

Enclosures

cc: Files
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BOM, 542 Glena Highway, Section A, August 10, 1949

Back from 1530. Shows completed plant mis.
Yo Beal or chins on.

gl-at168

BMF. 5-4 Glenn Highway, Section A. August 10, 1949
Ahead from 1010, Shows rock ent. Base in
windrow.



EHO. 125 Richardson Highway, Section 4. July 20,
i9hS, Bar'bermGreene paver spreading
plant mix bifwminoue surfacing neer Fair
banks eta, 20, loolting N.W.

bi-A-VFO

B.K.F, 5-8 Richardson Hwy. Section B, August 15, 1949.
View down Shaw Greek shows fill scrose new
bridge site.



B,H,a. 13-1 Richsrdson Buys, Saction zB duly 21, 1945.
Logking southeast at Tanane River in fised,
from road at Mile 298 plus,

%

6h ~A412.

he af
B.H.8. 13-5 Richardson Hwy. Section B, daly 22, 1949.

View of line change from about sta. 4540 -
construction just started - perma-froat
under 1 foot of cover.



BRS. 13-7 Teornagoin Arm Section 3-2. August 9, 1945.
Looking back and east from sta, 1405. Shows
line change below old snewshed, Note totc
voad along besch.

gi-4-4

BHO. 13-8 Turnsgain Are Section Fa}, august 9, 19h9
View of Glacier Creek Bridge piere looking
Dack and east,



BLP, 66S Avgust 23, 1949.
View of Ht. MeKinley fvom Aleska Airlines
plane enroute to Fairbanks, looking west.



URRAU OF PUPLICG ROADS
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September 6, 1949

Po ¢ Mr. A. G Glark, Acting Deputy Commissioner, Washington, D. 6.
BONS

Proms: EK, A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

Subject: Bxearpts from Confidentiel Monthly Report for August 1949 for
Division No. 19

Bids were received on August 8 for two projects on the Tongass Highway
et Ketehiken, The projeots were sdvertised with prepossls covering each
project seperately and one proposal covering both projects. Four bids were
received for the Wards Cave project and three for the Bugce Beach to Hountein
Point, ané four fer the combined projests. Reed & Martin, Ins. of Feirbankes
submitted the Low bid of $778,822.90 which was almost 10% Lower than the
conbined teotel for the two projects ee bid separstely, indieating a substan-
tial seving to the Government by setting up the Larger projects. The bids
received on August 4 for materiels to be furnished for construction, while
developing only a single bid fer each type of materiol, were substantially
under the estimete. The possibility thet Neval surplus supplies end materisis
right be available was investignted but a negative reply was received from

tie HavelCommandant at Kodiak, Subsequently the bid of Reed &Martin wes
aseapted and contrect documenta were forwarded to the contracter for his
exeoution. It vas noted thet the only bidder on the Werds Cove praject in Hey
wags the BR. d. Sommers Construction Oompsany. On the same nroject this time it
weg $256,302.10 lese then hie previous bid of $688,475.90. Although a portion
of the reduction is accounted for by the change in type of bridge and also a

'
portion of the materials are now furnished by the Government, is a definite
indication of more competition,

On August 15th bids were received for Forest Highwey Project 31-A7,52,
Douglas: ‘bridge to Douglas section of the Douglas Highway. Bids were received
from two Juneau firms with no interest being shown by construction firms
operating in the Anchoreze-Fairbanke ares. Bayes and Whiteley submitted a
bid of $199,195 which was slightiy less than 10% over the engineer's estimate
of $181,845, The next dey the low bidder requested permission to revies his
bid for the grubbing item, reducing the unit price of $3,300 per acre to
$1,506. per acre, Claiming he had made error through e« misunderstanding of the
artent and scope of the work to be performed. Advice from higher authority
was requcsted to ascertain if it might be permissible to accept a correction
of this neture. ¥ith on effirmetive anewusr being received, the recommendstion
regarding the disposition of the bid was changed from a rejection to thet of
recommendation of acceptance of the low bid. ‘The contract being awarded to
Hayes end Whiteley, they bepem york on August 29,

On Cee 22nd vids were received for Forest Highway Project 3-23, 34,
Snow River bridge on the Seward Highway end 3-A9 consisting of two miles of



erading on the seme highwey. for the bridge project four bids vere received
with Keil & Peterman of Junesu, Aluska submitting the low bid of $104,549
and on the grading project six bids wers received with 0. F. Lytle Company
and Green Construction Company being lew bidders at $137,062. Both bids
being omy alightly over the engineer's estimate, they were recommended
for avard with notification of the acceptance of the low bids being re-
ceived from Washington on September 1. ‘Twe of the bidders qualified their
bids by offering a reduction of four or five percent if awarded both projects
and a third bidder, Morrison~Knudsen Company, Inc., prepared a bid offering
reduced prices for esch item if awarded both contracts. While the qualifica-
tions did not operate to have any effect on the low bid, it was considered
interesting to note that on thie work also the contractors were evidently
in a position to operate more economically on a larger project. These two
projects resulted in the development of the broadest competition of any
Forest Highvay vork advartised during this season. Of the four contracts
awarded as a result of bid openings for August, three were awarded to
firms not previously holding Forest Highway contracts indicating satisfac-
tory growth of the construction industry in southeastern Aleska,

Work has continued on the Kenai River bridge on the Eenai River
Highway, Forest Highway Project 5-BL, with exeellent progress being made
and 2% now appears the

work
will be completed this season. During the

moth the Glacier Highvay Prejeet 2«A12 was completed and alse the CarLanna
Gre kc bridge rfpeirs at Ketchikan, Forest Highway Project 1+Al. Progress
on the Glacier Highway project had been retarded end hampered throughout
the sumer by continuing adverse weather, with much of the application of
prime coet and construction 6f the plant mix pavement being conebrocted on

liaye and Sunieys through most of dune and duly. Fortunetely a period
ry favorable weather, with no rein for 12 days, permitted the seel to

ve placed umfier very favorable conditions. High lehor costs and some
4{neonvenience to traffic resulted but the work wae very satisfactorily
completedwithin the time allowed. During the interval since the project

originally proposed end advertised, the city constructed a new admin-«
4

and passenger terminal
at the Juman airport. With

its
S completion

pret oO: bear ‘the expense of such orading
&

as was ‘required.t It appeared
advi- efer the Public Roads to esoperate by surfacing Section H of the
Glecie: ghway which formes the connection from the main road to the entrance
to the airport. The cost was quite nominsl as the length of the Public Roadat
sectio es only -630 feet. With advance approval being received to perform
tee wag-undertaken and has been completed, The vaius of providing
a nether entrance to the city becomes apparent when it is unlerstood that
perhans 90% of the people arriving in Juneau for the firet time enter it
through the airport.

The Petersburg surfacing project was advertised and 211 bids
received were rejected as too high in May. No further action was taken on
fhis project as it was believed that should the Ketchiken projects be con
structed by day labor it would be desirable to construct the Petersburg
projsct by day labor with the same crew to distribute the overhead costs as



cc
~3~

widely es possible. Upon avard of the Ketchikan work, the Petersburg
project was promptly advertised for bids to be opened on September 7 to
obtein the benefit of the competition afforded by the presence of the
econtrector's plant at Wrangell. Should satisfactory bids not be obtained
it is tentetively planned to organise & small day lebor operation, neling
the smell crushing plant owned by the Public Epads and lecsted on the
Severd Highway.

¥oer the projects in the interior, the Bebler Bros. & Rogers
Gonetruction Gampany on Section B of the Alaska Highwey has continued to
make the best progress and will complete crushing of surfacing meterials
about September 1 and if the weather in September does net become too
enfevorable will complete the oiling operation about September 15,

The other prejects heave been more adversely effected by the continued
unfeverable weether and heave fellen considerably behind the original schedule.
It appears improbsble that they can be completed this season, sithough pro-~
fress continuss te secelerete and perticularly shows the benefit received
from the period of good veather extending over a two weeks period in mid-August,

fhe intensive testing of materials has continued and a quantity of
Hostrip additive has been used in the prime coat applicstions on the Glenn
Highway, Section A, with markedly beneficial resvlte. Ssmples of competitive
adiditives heve been obteined ani are umiergoing tests. Results so far
obtained do not indierte any considerable superiority of any of the brands
nov being tested over any of the others. Since the plent mix can be laid
unier more sdverce weather conditions than the prime coat, the latter will be
omibted if necessary to permit the construction to continue to the greatest
extent possible for this season.

Progress on the Turnagain Arm projects continues to accelerate,
with the two sections at the head of the Arm new being substantially completed.
Section G, extending from Mile 58 te the Quart: Creck summit, is now very
well advanced and good progress ie elso being made on Section D. The
operstions of the subcontractors on the bridge work, Munter & Phillips,
continass to show exeellent supervision as i+ ie very well organized and
planned. Workmanship is very good and the lines and surfsces obtained are
consiiered tc be excellent.

The Max J, Kuney Compeny on Section F2 has made fair progress, vorking
saeterly from Girdwood, but reesntly has moved back to the section involved
in the line shift between Stations 1339 and 1420, and hes that work well
aivancsd. With the addition of more equipment better progress is to be
anticiszted,

Experience with the tenk farm facibities provided for the interior
bituminous surfacing projects leads to the condlusion that the operation as
a whole is quite satisfactory, end no serious difficulties have been
expertencad, The limitetions in the variety of bituminous materials eveilable:
results from restricted operating charecteristics of the tankers, as there
ere none on the Alaske run thet enn hen@le materials less fluid than RC-3
cut-back esphelts. It seems quite possible, with the improvement of tenker
vessels, thet a wider choice of materisls, includinr aspheltic cements,



Will be available.

A survey perty was orgemized to make a more detailed survey of the
section of the Richardson Highway extending from Veldez to a point 36 miles
north. Upon completion cf this work, expected ehout October 1, the party
will then proceed to Section F of the same highway extending from Gulkana
to the fonsina Lodge at Mile 82 north of Valdex.

An inquiry was received from Generel Scott, Commanding Officer of
Arwy Land Forces in Alaske, regarding the feasibility of a highwey cennection
from Portage to Whittier, He was advised that the possibility of such a
route vould be studied. He was also asked if military funds were eveilable
fer such a highwey since its use is pressantly Limited to transportation of
amy materiale, and it weuld not appaar te be eligible for Ferest Highway
funds if operation continued under present restrictions.

Pouring the month the Office of the District Engineer of the USED
uniertook a atudy of the Oosk Inlet area. ‘They made » request to this
offices for information regarding plans for future highway improvements on
the Kenai Penineala, They have been advised of the approzimate cost of
yaisine the standard of the existing roads te the same levels as adopted
for the Tornageain Arm project.

Referring to the comment in recant reports regarding the study being
maile by the Road Commission of the proposed ferry service between Princes Rupert
and Junasu and Helnes connecting vith the Land route from Prince Rupert ta
Yencouver by way of Prince George, Colonel) Royes made a trip over the land
portion of the route this month, He reports that while the highvay is serrov
and of low standard for much of the distances, that reconstruction is active
at meng points and thet the Provincial government expects to bring most of
the. route to en adequate standerd by 1955. He reported also that progress
continues on the Hart Highway from Frince Geergs to Dawson Oresk, with only
25 niles not completed or under construction. He is inclined to believe]

ficlencies in the contract construction on this work tends to justify
the continued. use of day labor methods for the grading work being carried

on
in Alaéka.

An.article appeared in the Portlend Oregonian dated duly 31, 1949
which dese: ribed the proposed power project to be lecated in the Tweedemuir
perk south of Burns lake. This project resembles in usny details the
project which has been under discussion for Bennett leke in the Skegway
aran at the head of Lynn Canal, but appeers to heve tha adventage of being
free from the necansity of obtaining an agreement between the United States
and Canada. ‘The clipping covering the article is attached as en enclosure
te this report.

Enclosure: Graph showing progress of major projects

HASspp


