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To H Pr. L. I, Bewes, Chief, Western Headguarters, Son Francisco,
¥ g=11fornie

From H., A. Sheddart, Division Fngineer

Bubjeots Confidential Monthly Repord for August 1949 for

Divigion Ho. 10

Bids were received on Augvst S for two prejects on the Tongess Highway
st Eetohiksn., The projects were sdveriiged with propossls covering each
projoct separetely end ome provoszl eovering both projects. Pour bide were
recoived for the Werds Cove project snd three fer the Tugpe Besoh to Hountein
Point, and four for the combined projects. Heed & Meriin, Ine. of Fairbanks
submitted the low bid of $778,822.90 which ves almest 10% lower than the
combined totzl for the two projects as bid seperaiely, indiceting a substan-
tisl seving to the Governmeni by setbing uwp the lorger projests. The bids
roceived on August 4 for meberisle to be furnished for consbruction, while
developing only e single bid for ench type of wmaterial, were substantislly
under the estimste. The possibility that Havel swrplus supplies ond materinls
might bs aveilsble wae investipebed bubt & negative reply vaes racsived from
the Favel Comaondent ef Rodimk., Subssguently the bid of Beed & FHariin wes
accapted and contract documents were forwsrded to the contrmcisr for his

cezeontion, It ves noted that the only bhidder on the Wards Cove project in oy

was the R. J. Sommers Consbruction Company. ©On the same project this time 1%
wes $256,302.10 Llees then his previous bid of 2688,475,00. Although s portion
¢f the reduction is accounbed for by the dhange in type of bridze and zlso a
portion of the moberisls are now furnicshed by the Govermment, 14 is s dafiniis
indiention of more ecompetition.

On Augpst 15th bids vere received for Forest Highway Preject 31-47,82,
Dougles bridee to Douglas section of the Douglans Highwey, Bids were recelved
from twe Junesu firme with no interest being shown by construction firms
eperating in the Anchorsge-Fairbanks sres. Heyes and Whiteley submitéed a
bid of $199,195 which was slightly less then 10% over the sngineor's estimois
of £181,8%5, The nest day the low bidder requssted permission bo revise his
bid Tor the grubbing item, reducing the umit price of $3,300 per sors o
$1,500 pey nore, clziming he had made srror through a misunderstending of ths
extsnt ond soope of the work do be psrformed. Advice from higher suthority
vae vegussted to ascertain if it might be psrmissible to accept = correctien
of this nature, ¥With an affirm=tive answer being received, the recommendation
rogariing the disposition of the bid was chonged from & rsjoction to that of
recommendation of eccepbence of the low bid. The contract being awarded to
Bayers and ¥hiteley they began work on August 29,

On Szptember é@nﬂ hide were rsgeived for Forest Highway Project 3-23,1h,
Snow River bridge on the Seusrd Highwey znd 3-A9 consisting of two miles of_
grading on the seme highway. For the bridge project four bids were recelved
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with Keil & Peterman of Juneau, Aleska submitting the low bid of 3104,549

28d on the grading project six blds were received with C. F. Lyile Company
end Green Construction Company Veing low bidders at $137,062. Both bids
being only slightly over the engineer!s sstimate, they were recommended

for award with notificetion of the acceptance of the low bids being re~
peived from Washincton om Seplesmber 1., Two of the bidders qualified their
bids by offering e reduction of four or five percent if awarded both projects
and 8 third bidder, Horrison-Knvdsen Company, Inc., prepared a bid offering
reduced priese for each item if awarded beth comtracts. while the quelificae-
tions did not operste to have eny effect on the low bid, it was coneldered
interesting bto note thel on this work saleo the cenbrectors were evidently
in o vposition to operate moTe pconomically on a larper project. These two
projects resmlied in the development of the brosmdest compstition of any
Forest Elghwey work advertised during this season, Of the four centracts
swarded zs a result of bid openings for August, three were awarded to

firms not previcusly holding Forest Highwey contracis indiceting satisfac-
tory growth of the constraoction industyy in soubtheastern Alsdka,

VYork hes continuad on the Eensi River bridgs on the Ksnai River
Highwey, Forest Highway Preject 5-Bl, with excellent progress being mede
snd 1% pow spresrs the work will be completed this sesson. During the
ronth the Glacier Kighway Preject 2-412 was completed and sleo the Usrlanme
Creek bridge repairs st Ketchiken, Forest Highway Project 1-#4, Progress
on the Qlescier Highwey project had beer retebded 2nd hampered throughoud
the swmner by continuing adverse weather, with much of the applicatien of
prime coat and constructlon of the plant mlx pavement being consbructed on
Saturdays and Sundeys throush mest of Jupe mnd July., Foritunalsly a psriod
of wery favorsble westher, with mo raim for 12 daye, pormitted the seal %o
bs placad under very feversble conditlions, High lzbor costs and some
inconvenience %o $raffic resulied but the work was very setiefsctorily
completed within the time sllowed. During the interval since the preject
vwas originelly propossd and advertised, the city construchted 2 nev admine
istration and passengsr herminsl =t the Junesw airport. ¥With its compietion
the defimite need for improvemant of the acoess roxd from the Glacler Bighusy
to the sirport bullding becams ovident. The Givil Aervonsulbics Adminisirstion
suthority agroed to contribute to ihe vonmtruction of the accsss rosd by
providing the fumde for pavement within the sirport reservetion and the city
offersd to bear the expense of such grading as was required. It sppesred
sdvisable for the Publie Roads to cooperate by surfscing Section H of {he
Hlacier Bighwey which forns the connection from the main rosd %o the entranes
to the sirport, The coest was guite nominal as the length of the Fublic Rosds?
seetion ves only 630 fest. ¥With advence approval being received to perform
the work, 1% wos wnderisken snd hse been completed, The velue of providing
o betber entrancs o the cldy becomes apparent vhen 1t iz understood that
perhaps 905 of the peopls arriving in Junean for the first time enier it
through the zirport.

The Petersturg surfaclas project wes advertised and £11 bids
racaived were rejected ms too hish in Hsy. He further action was token on
this projeet as it wae believed that should the Estchiken projechts be con-
structed by day labor it would be desirable to construet the Petersburg
praject by day laboy with the same crew to distribute the overhesd costs ze
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wldely as vossible, Upon snvard of the Eetchiken work, ths Pelersharg
rroject ves promptly sdvertised for bids to be opensd on September 7 4o
oblzin the benefit ef the ocompetition afforded by the presence of the
contractorts plant =2t Vrengell., Should setisfactory bids net be obteined
it is tentatively planned to organize 2 smell day lsbor operetion, using
the smell crughing plant own=d by the Fullic Bozds end logeled on the
Sewerd Highwoy.

For the vrojecte in the intsrior, the Babler fros. & Hopers
Gonstruoction fompeny on Sectien B of $the Aleske Highvay hag continued e
mzks the best progress snd will complete crushing of surfacing msberisls
shout Sepbsmber 1 =zud if {the wenther in Sspieonber deoez net become oo
wnfavoreble will complete the olling operstion sbout Beptember 15

The other projects heve been morve amdversely effected by the continmed
unfaverable westher and heve fallen considerably behind the originsl echeduls,
I3 appeers improballe thei they can be eompleted this seeson, =1theush pro-
gress continues to accelerste ond perticulzriy shows the benelit recsived
from the pericd of good westher exbtending over a iws weeks psricd in mi8-Ausust.

The intensive testing of meterisls hes conbtinusd ond 2 quaniity of
Hestrip =dditive hns been ueed in the nrime coad aptlications on the Glenn
Highway, Section A, with morkadly benpefieisl results. Szomples of scompetitive
sdditives hove besn obtained snd are undergoing tesbs. RBesults so far
obbeined do not indicate any cemsidersble superierity of sny of the brande
now being t2sted over eny of the others.  Sinee the plant mix cezn bs 1ald
uwnder more adverse weather conditions than the prime coet, the latter will be
omlited if necessaory o parmit the construction to continum fo the grestest
exbent possidle for tbhis seasen.

Progress on the Turnagein Arm projects condinues $o sccelsrate,

with the twe sections st the hesad of the Arm now belnp substeniisglly commleted.
- Ssction 0, extending from Hile 58 4o the Quarisz CUreek summit, is now very

well advenced and good progress is slso being meds on Ssctioen Do Ths
operationz of the subceniractors on the bridege weork, Hunter & ¥hillips,
coniinuss to show excellent supervision es it is very well orgsaized and
planned. Workmenghip i= very pood ang the lines snd surfeees obimined are
conzidersd to be amcellent.

The ¥ax 4, Euney Compsny on Saction F2 hee mude fair progress, working
easteriy from Birdwood, bubl reeently hes moved ek o the gection invalved
in the 1ime shif{ between S4ebions 1339 =nd 1420, =nd hes thet work well
wivaneed, With the sddition of more equipment bettier pregress is to e
snticipzbed,

Experience with the tenk farm feecilities provided for the interior
bitumingus surfecing projects leads to the conclusion that the opersztion es
a wvhole is ouite satisfzctory, end no serious difficvlties hzve been
sxperienced, The limitations in the variety of bituminous msterizle svailable
reaulis from reetricted operzting cheracteristics of the tankers, za thers
sre nohe onf the Alssks run thet cen hendle mabterisls less fluid thes RG-3
cut-bock esphelte. 1%t seems guite possible, with the improvement of tanker

vessels, thel e wider cheice of meterisls, including sspheliic cements,
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A survey pariy was organized to meke » more detzilsd survey of the
soction of the Richardson Highway extending from Veldes o 2 point 36 miles
north, Upon completion ef tbls worlk, expected sboui Ochteber 1, the pariy
will thep proceod %0 Soction ¥ of the same highwsy exbending from Gulkens
to the Tonsina Lodgs =t Hile 82 north of Valdes.

An inquiry was recelved from Gomeral Scoit, Commanding Officer of
srmy Lmnd Forces 1n Alasgka, Tegarding the feasibility of e highway conmection
from Pordsge to ¥hittier. Ha was advised that the possibility of such s
ronie would be studied. He wes 2loo asked if military funds wers avellable
for sueh a highway since iis use is presenily limited to trensportation of
eriy meberisle, snd 11 would mod appesr o be sligitle for Porest Hlghusy
* funds if operstion continued unier present restrictions,

During the month the OITice of the Dighrict Znginser of the USHD
nndertonk 2 stedy of the Cook Imleb zrea, They mads 2 request jo this
ofiice Ffor informetion regerding plans for futurs highvay improvements on
the Eopsi Peninoula. They have been sdvised of the spproximate cost of
reiging the standerd of the exlsting rosds 3o the sapme levels ss sdopied
for the Turnsgeln Arm project.

Referring to the comment in recent reporis regarding the study being
made by the Bead Commission of the proposed ferry serviee between Prines Buperd
end Junesn end Eninss connecting with the land rouvbe from Prines Bupert o
Yencouver by w=y of Prince Osorgs, Colonsl Hoyes made = %rip over the land
portion of the route this month, Hs reporis thati while the highway is narrew
z=nft of low sbendard for much of the dlstance, that recemstruction is acilve
st many points and thet ths Provincisl government expeets te bring most of
the rouite io ab adeguate standerd By 1955. He reporied alaeo that progress
eonbinuse on the Hart Highvey from Prince George o Dewson Oresk, with cnly
3% miles not completsd or under construetlon, He is inclined %o belilewe
that defioclencies in tha conftract construction on this work fends to Jjustify
the continoed vae of dey labor methods for the grading work being carried on
in Alecka,.

An article appearsd in the Portlend Orsgonian dated July 31, 1949
which degeribsd the proposed power project io be locsited in the Twsedsmulr
park south of Burps lake. Thig project resambles 4in many detrils the
projoct which has been under discussion for Bemnett lake in the Skagway
srez mt the kesd of Lynn (snsl, bud sppears Vo heve the sdvenisge of belng
froe from the mecsssity of obinining en sgreement bebween the United Siates
&nd Cenada. The ¢lipping covering the article is attached as an encloswre
to this repori, :

Enclesuress Barrative Beport by District Enginser French
Earretive RBeport by Distriot Enzineer ¥yller
Graph chowipg wrogress on majoT projects
Kewspoper clipping from Portland Oregonlen

BAS:P



View of militery installation at Haines, Alaska now ocecupied by a
veterans cooperative group.



Motor Ship Chilkoot lying at the Haines ramp at low tide. The
vessel is an Army surplus LCT in service carrying vehicles from
Juneau to Haines. It operates on a two-trip a week schedule.




Another view of the Juneav-Haines ferry. The vessel has a normal
12 car capacity and requires approximately 8 hours for the trip
from Tee Earbor north of Juneau tc Haines at the south end of the
Haines Cuboff.



Signs erected by the Alaske Road Commission at each end of active
road projects. The expression "A Century of Progress™ refers to
the date of esteblishment of the Department of the Interior.
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TURHAGHIE #PM PROJECTS

Sections C & D = Hile 58 to {martz Creesk

Fregress on these sections continves to improve and it mey yet be
poeseikle te get 2 possable trail soress the svswit be the meuth of (Guaris
Cresek bsfore winter vesther shute the werk down, Cempletion of the centract
within the time rlleowed iz very unlikely, The sectien where 1little work
other than clesring hug been stsrted is in high country where the enrliest
snewfall and cold westher will oecur, The read throvghout Sectien § is in =
passsble conditlon and is shaping vy nlesly, Olesnup end Tinishing is in
preogress, The D seetlen is prssnble fron the nerth enmd of the seeiion nepr
the meuth of Cuprtz Creek, sis, W52 to ste, 350 ondé from 0400 0 nheut 170,
Uoneiderchle unsuitsble muck pné vegeleble mpitter ie weing encsuntersd and
mgt be exerveied end wested, The section frem 170 te %R0 has been parily
c¢lerred ond some greding with screpers hag Been perfermed, 411 travel is
giill By ast sné sled,

Decks have heen poured en § of the msjor bridges =11 of vhich sre steel
=pé cencrete, The § bridges peured include the twe lergest struecturss snd g11
ef the stiruchbures in the higher country, Exesllent progress is being wmeods
o the other eridges ond cempletion this yesr is sssured, Fone of the bridzes
sre yet in serviee slthovgh some of them hove gured the voguired time, Une
wengent et the beginning ef the project has besn Bladed ¢ p ressonstly smooth
surfrzoe snd 1t serves admirekhiy =8 sn eirstrip for lsnding both contractors
=né engineering versomnel snd smoplies,

fnglneering crevs are still im 3 leestions osn the projest so reported
1 at = +
praviously,

Section Z = foeptz Oresk do Portege

Greding work hes not been active during the peost menth ze the shevel
snd trueks hsve ween heuling berrew on pdjreent section Fol, About 56,000 yis,
of Berrow will be nacesssry to complete the grading vhieh includse the bagke
111 of 12 timber snd concrete trestle kridges, This werk will be etsrisd
within & fey dnys when the shovel moves brok te Portage ofter completion of
borrew on the F=1 section,

L1l econarete decke heve teen poured on the trecile bridges thus completing
£11 bridgee of this tyve. Three of these heve besn pluced in serviee, The
tmarte Orsek ®ridee vhich is sbout 200 £3, lens is the only stesl znd conerets
Eridge on this prejeet. During ths pest month Both plers snd one shuteent
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have been completed end foundation piles have been driven for the other pbutment,
Completion this year is precetionlly sssured,

Clesmap vork of both bridges snd clesring end graéing is expected io
gbsrt within o few days. The contrsotor should be shle to compleds this vroject
within ths time limit,

Section F=1l = Forirge to Febverson {Oreek

Grading work is subsisntiz1lly complete, Praetie:lly zll the yerdsge of
borrow is in plece, There is no roedwsy exgavation, =sll grading work being
plocement of imported borrow, HBleding end fieishing of rosdway snd Till slepes,
cleamup of clesring spoils, borrow pits snd cawr site ie in progress, Vhen
the chovel moves back to complete the borrow on adjncent section £ 2 light
surface course of selected borrow ig to be pleced over this section o provide
& more satisfactory surfsce for trevel, The mesterizml on the borrovw pits on
this projsct is sxeellent £ill msterial but is rether cosrsze for finishing to
z getisfectory surface for travel, The borrow on section ¥ is not so cosrse
and provides gn excellent surfsee for travel,

Bridge work on bhis sectlon wes recently resumed after being inective
most of the yewr while the bridege crews were completing the bridges on adjecent
section f=F, ALl bridges nre pracest concrele siringers snd conecrete decks
on timber pile bents, The deck hrne been poured on 1 two spen tresils and
dagk forme and steel are baing set for the Twenty ¥ile treetle of 37 spans,

In pddition to the Tweniy ¥ile thers is 1 thres spsn trestle, The bridge work
is well orgsuniszed snd all bridge work should be compleisd this yesr,

With greding vork substsniizlly complsted and bridge work well orgenized
end progressing execellently fthis should be the first Turnegsin s Project
oompletad, QCompletion ghould fske place within two months,

The gection is 8till insccessible By connecting road even from adjscent
ssction E, axecept ot lov tide, and will be until the Tweniy Hile Bridge is
completed, OUompletlon of this bridge will eneble travel from Feterson (resk
over the E and F=1 esections to about sta, 350 on the D section, Access to the
project is still vie the Alssks Rzilroed or by =ir, The tide flzts.soross
which the Tills are buili meke very seiisfastory lsnding strips for small plenesg
on vheels end moch trevel to and from the project ig by eilr,

Sectlion F=? = Peierson Oreck io Indiasn

Reugh greding hae been completed from Girdwood to = point sboul 2 miles
south; snd from Oirdwood to a point sbout 1% miles north, Falr progress has
been mnde to dete, The chenge in the bsd snowslide ares north of Girdwood
hes been negotinted znd work is progressing satisfactorily, The materisl
encounterad so far indicstes gufficient hesvy rock to protect the rsilrssd fill
from tidel sotion, The materisl is sorted in such a way as %o gat heevy reck
for the outside of the railrosd fill, The finer materiel is used for the rest
of the £ill for both the rzilrosd and highwsy., The oontreactor is zssembling o
2% c.¥., shovel and bes brought in adéitionsl Fuclid trucks, This eouipment in
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Saction F=l « Peterseon fveek to Indirk {conbt.)

pddition to the 3 o.y. shovel and trucks now working will be started on the line
change covered by the chenge order, VWith fhis volume of hesvy eculipment working
rrogrese should show a gubstenticl Improvemsnt,

Yio work hes been done on the 4 trested timber bridses on this project,
Section Fe=3 (Bridges on F-2 Section)

The (lacier Oresk bridge hss been completed exgept riveting sireturel
stesl and pourine deck, Both pler footinge st Kern Ureek sre complets mnd
foundstion piling made of reilroed rrile have been driven for beth shubtments,
Work is progressing sstlsfactorily, Use of spesders owned by the reilrozd hes
ensbled the contrector to get to the bridge sites without heaving teo rely wpon
schednled trrins or reoulre his employe®s to wnlk, This trausporirtiop should
improve progress on the bridses,

Section U = Indinn to Fotier

This ssetion 1s vnder sontrsct by the Aleske Hallrosd, Ierges cmounts
of arilling =nd grading scuipment sre ot work on the uroject snd observetions
made in golng over the project on the roilrosd indicste thet zood vrograss is
heing mnde, :

GLENN HIGHWAY ,

Section A& = Anchorsge to Felmer {including
Sectien thru Ft, Richerdson) (48 miles)

] Excellent progrese continues to be mede on the grading, aund approxinmately
g5% of &1l groding work, including thet edded by supplementsl sgrsement inslde
¥4, Bichsrdson, hos besn completed, Plemt mix peving is providad in the some
controet snd i wlaznned to follow immediztely behindé grading overstions, Under
the ciroumstences it bes been nepssesyy o wroete gonsidersble wet asterinl
thet would be suiiteble 47 weather sonditiens would permit lts drying out,

The wet comfiltion of the meterisl in its originsl positlos =nd uspracedented
hesvy reins throughout most of the summer heos kept much of this meterisl
setureted =nd unsisble, In srder o si=bilize the rordway and ensble plecing
of plent mix it hes been neceesnry fo woste considersble gquentities of this
meberiel and breifill the exceveted sectione vith clesn greavel borrow which
¥will strbilire under zny condition ef wecther, The negessity of stebilicing
11 of the grrnde this yeer ip order o plece plent mix surfeoeing =8 soon as
possible tends o increese costs by inoressing both the guentities of rozdwey
exeavetion end borrov, A1l sections vhere plant miz hee been pleced heve deen
well gtebilired phead of the bsse couvrse,

Flant mix paving hes been pleced on e sectlon sbout 11 milee long
extending seuth {rom Felmer to ¢ point rbout = mile south of the Enik River
Erifge snd on s section rbout PF miles long scross the Phlutne Flate Detween
$#ile 27 end Mile 20, Plant mir poving hes been sterted south of the ssphalt
plent st Bile 25 snd zbout 1 mile of neving hes been pleeed to dote,
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Base course surfecing operctions azre well shezd of the plsut mix peving,

Iue to wet westher the plscing snd curing of a satisfecotory prime cont ahesd
of the plant mix paving hns been quite difficult, Prime coat pleced zad

oured in sultable weather have proven ssatisfuctory, Prime coets pleced or
cured under unfavorsdls werther conditions hove in some casss broken through
snd resulted in comsiderchie roughness, and patching before placement of plant
mix hes been neeessary, "Ho Strip" is now belng used =5 an sdditive in the
prime cont and better resulfs nre zuperently being obiesined,

Section B = Palmer to ¥ils 102 {54 Hiles)

This project is under contrset to He Lavghlin, Ine, end work is being
supervised by the Alacka Bosnd Commission,

RICHARDEON HIGH®AY

Section A = ¥ailrbsnks $o HeTding Leke (LY miles)

Progress ves good during fugusi, Rein deleyed the oiling work during
the first helf of the month but the wezther wes fevorsbles during the legt helf
end the contrachor wes eble to meke repild progress, By the end of the month
16 miles on the Frirbanks end of the project hed b??ﬁ paved snd the hot mix
plant wes being moved to a new sebtup inm s »it left of Hile 42,6, Approximately
$500,000 worth of work vr 19% of the conirrel wes completed Guring Avgust,

The contractor estimstes thet the greding »nd bDase course surfscing will
be completed by September 26, If this schedule is met, end if weabher conditions
should ba fzvoreble in September znd Oetober it will be possible to complate
the peving work thie yesr, The contract vprovides that sll work except sezl cost
sh=11 be complgted by Degsmber 31, 10UQ,

Results of the olling work %o dste hove besp satisfeeciory, Riding maslities
of the pavement are good, 1L mix composed of 52k § of rock (1" to no,k), Uiké
of fines {mipms no B}, and 192 1vs, of ROT (4,85 of =gersgote) is bsing used,

The . contrnctor employed an sverage erevw of 221 men working 6 dnys per
waek, Grzding =nd bsse course surfeoing wes doubleeshifted,

The Public Hoadz engineering crew consiste of L0 men, Board snd lofging
is obtoined at Auror: Lodge end Moose COreek Lodge by arrangement with the
conbtrector, end ot Bilsen Field throvgh the Universel Food Service,

Section B = Hardaing Leke to Big Delts Jote (5% miles)
Frogress continues slow, The project ic only 29% complete snd cennot be

completed this yesr, The contreet provides thet =11 work exeept se=l cont
shall be completed by December 71, 10LQ,



{ICEAIDS0E EIOHVAY = Bection T {eon't,)

Progress on greding work hes been feirly gnod, %he pontrector ie ueing
& 25 yd, shovel with Y Tuclid end dwmp trucks on the hesvier rock excavebion,
end £ 2¢ ¥, dreg line vith 6 BEuelid belly-dump wegons znd L Perra=obrs
sorepers b borrow, Grading work is hﬁw complete, One mediuvm cize Gedo?
Hepide crushing snd scresning plant is being veed to produes bese course snd
plant wiz sgeregate,  Suse course surfecing is 235 complets,

]

The conir:-ctor estimeotes thet groding snd brse course surfrclng will b
completed by Uotober 28, Unless o secomd crushing plapt ie moved on the job
in & short time it will be impossible to meet this schedule, Approzimetely
£300,000 worth of work or 10Z of the contreed wee completsd during the month,

Leoults of the olling work ic dete heve been seiisfnctory, Eiding
puslities of the finiched psvement sre goed znd the roeky miz with & high
nercanteme of cresh heos produced s solid onfé siedble surfsoe, Approxiksiely
Y miles of pavemsnd heve been compleded on the Bip Delts end of the project,
A mix composed of 6ai of rook (1% 1o nob), 373% of fines {minue no. B, mnd

173 1bs, of RBOZ (8,35 of snperegete) is being ueed,

i

Some delny hes resulted from sncountering perrme~Trost in grevel borrow
its, The comirecior hes sxpervimented with drilling and shootlng these plts
®

"l‘$

e

i

i hout sugnese egnd the only remedy iz bto move to saother pig, Eort“ngbaly,
ufficient vpfrozen pits heve Deen found o providée enough berrow meterisl,
sgperience o dete indlestes thet pits slong the edges of =nd in the Isonuae
iVGT are not Trozen,

A

o)
]

sresn vhere perne=frost wee coptinuous unfer s sns foot cover of mose and
vegetation, Olesring wes confined hto ountiing nff the bruash 2 £, sbove the
ground, Heo stripping was dons, A& 3 4, £i11 of hesvy grovel borrow wes then
mede in ons Lift apd compmeted by truoks, h,qultu to dobe are good, This
trne of constructlion sorvss froren aress vwes used on the Alscka Highwey below
Big Velts det, and sppeare suscessfil,

A shord line chenge from mile Z82,5 to PBE.E wes consitruoted scoross

The contrechor empleyed gn sversee orey of 180 men woriiing & diys per
wosk, Greding and boge courss surfcolng wes doublewshifted,

The Fublie Hoedsz englnesring evew conelsie of 1D men, Zoard snd lodging
tusks Lpfdge opd Eireh Lske by srrengsmept with the contrsctor,



KEEAL RIVER PUREST BIGHRAY
+ Section H=BEl, Qoopers Landing Bridge

Excellent progrese is being made, snd the project should be completed
this Fell, Clearing, grubbing snd grading operntions are probslly £0% complete
and o1l pile bents for the bridge will he compleied within a fevw days., Precsst
stringers gnd other bridge nuierisls zve on hend, It wss necessary to incresse
pile lengthe beyond the lengths shown on the plans, Suiteble trested pilling
was ebteined loonlly,

Zsetion B - (uertz Oresk Locstlon Survey

A 9 nwen survey crew, wnlch handles slszo the engineering on the 5-81
bridge and grading project, is working on this project, About 94 miles of
survey have been completed between the Sewerd-Hope Highway st ¥ile 41 znd a
point sbowt 1/2 mile below Sopers Lodge, A tie line sbout 6200 ft. long hes
been complebed Lebwoen this survey at sta, 218 snd the old 19288 survey which
follows down Raves Creek, Work is now being done on retrseement of the old
Deves Creek 1ine so ndditionsl topography asn be token to cover an improved
projected line down Deves Creek, Completion of thie retrecement znd ths
tzking of zéditionsl tepogrephy will ensble the meking of seompurstive estimstes
ot the twoe lines, Heconusissenee hzs been made of the lske shere route aroumé
Sopers Lodge aand it iz plenned % run = line bthrough this sres 1o determine
the relebdive merits of the Hwo vossible reuter in this sres,

SEVARD TOHEST BIGHYAY
Section 2 = A9, H,R, (rossing to Mile §

Lytle end Gresn submitied the lew bid of $137,062.00 on this oroject
and swerd hss been recommended, & right of wvey 100 £, wide hes been obisilnsd
throughout the project, Ths entirs length of the preject is outside the
Forest zvd traverses privetely owned lend, {learing and grubbing operstions
are sxpacied (o siard within the next month,

Seption F=E3, Ib  Snow River Bridee

Kell gnd Petermen submitted the low bid of $10U,548,00 on this preject
and sward hsg been recommended, ¥Ho informstlon is sveilsble inm this Distriet
25 to the contrsofors plans fer sherting the work,

SEYARD DISTRICT MAIBTEEANOE OPERATIONS

Selscted meterinl for surfacing is being placed between Hile 17 snd Hile
18, HEeierizl is being obizined from the Ddsrs elong Snow River sdjseent to the
rozd, It is loesfed with the chovel snd truck heuled to the point of placement
on the roand, This seection of the Sewsnrd Highvwey is one of the oldest sections
snd mony short sectioms are old log corduroy where failures are evident, Qther
sections have been very rough es preetieslly el)l surfacing hss bsen lost in some
ploces and solid ledse rock conetitibes the roed surfoce,

Thotegrephe snd progross ehearis are being snmitied horewith,



MOETHLY BEPQRET
OX
ACTIVITIEE I THE JUEEAU DISTRICE, DIVISIOE TRE
FOR THE HOETE OF AUQUST 104G

wenther conditions 2ll over Alssks were considerskly betier
during the month &f fnguet than in eny previcus month during the
Ferr. Frogrese on the wariocns consiructinn Jobs reflecied the
impreved woether contitions nnd wak good on sll projects.

The asphelt paving on Freject 2-518, {lacier Eighwey,Juneau-
Junesun &irport Seciien, wes reported &= compleveld ob July Z3.5mull
sections of Type 2 Sesl were layed Avzust 1 =nd Awgust &, butl real
progress on the Sesl Cont d4id net begln before dupust 10, ot =hich
time we had three dores of good weather, iTier four doFe of roin
the weanther agsin breke on fupust 19 when we had twelve consecutive
dnge of reed werther. Dweing this pericd the remasinder of Trpe 2
Zen) Cemt sné 81l the Type 3 Sesl were completed. Finel imspectien
el the projsot waes made by representatives from the Plvision Office
end the Distriet Office on Aupust 26, 2 few mimor correcticns were
ordered, which were completed the ssme Gay, =rd the Project wes
accented ns of thet dmte. The Project pressnts a nesl appesraace
snd is m eredit beth to the contrmctor and te the Hesident Englneer.

On Freject 1-4k, Carlenns Bridge in the vicirity of Eetchiken,
the centractor nompleted &1l work excert the pninting and the plecing
of the spans on the bemrringe on the mew pler. On gugust 3, due ip
the sztremely wel wesnther 1t was impeseible Tor the contracter o de
any Turther effective work and the centractor wae, therefere, ordersd
te suspend operstions at the elese of Augunt 3, The project wne re-
epened on Avguel 20 and 2ll work was completed on Aupust Z5. Fipsl
inspection of the projeet wos made or August 30 ei which time it was
sccepled sud the contracter relieved of may further responsibility.

Frojeet 16-43,3:,03,D2, Wrangell Bighway, mode better progress
this menth. The project is mow reperted ss being 95F completed sns
of the end of fugmst. The appearspce of the preject is not enmtire-
iy s=tisfmctory, mainly duwe to leck of proper blading end dressing



of ghoulders =nd surfacs. The concrete box culvert =t Insiituts
Creok has been completed, bul backfill snd greding over the cul-
vert cennot be dome before Heptember 14. With the exception of
grading and shaping, the projeat will be more or less dormani uwntil
September 14. It iz expected that the remsining work esn be com-
pleted in less then a weskls itime after that dats.

Improved weather conditicns prevailed also in the interior of
Llagke spd progress on the Alaske Bighwey Zection B Project was,
therefors, good during the month of August., The project is report-
ed =s being 96% complete 2% the end of the menth snd prospects for
completion in thle season are good.

Bide for comstrioction of Preject 31-47,By,Grading and Surfac-
ing of the Dougles Highway, wers opened in ihe Divisen 0f{%ce
Augaet 15. The Bid of Hayes snd Whiteley was aeocepied on ifugust
23 and the countractor wss ordered to begin the work on August 27.
Acteal work sherted on fugust Z9.

Bids for consirmetion of Porest Highway Preject 1-B7,03 and
Project 1-D6,E4, Tongess Highway, vere opened in the Division Office
fognst B. Bids of Reed & ¥artin, Comtractor, Fairbenks, Alnska wers
nceephked on fugust 24, but to d=te the contraetor hse not been dir-
seted to besin work. It 1s expected that work will commence esrly
in Segte%bar.

The Survey of Sectien E of the Eichardspon Highway between ¥aldes
and Hile 36 on the north side of Thompeen Pess was initinted Supusi
5. The survey wes started et Hile 20 and a2t the end of the =month
the rection to the end of the survey at File 36 had been completed,
The reason for steriing the survey st Mile 20 was to obialm the data
over Thompson Pass before bad fall weather might make it impossidble
te do curvey work over the summil, It 1s expected that the entirs
survey will be compleled about Cetober 1.

Haintenance activities during {he month were routine.



JUR=AT OF PUBLIC RDADS
U, 8, SEPARTHOET OF CUFBEHOR
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FATARS AP NSRRI AR EEN VRIS

Geptember 12, 1949

To s Dr, L. I. Hewee, Chief, Vestorn Henlguarters, 3=n Franclsco,

st Gulifernie
Proms H. A. Stoddert, Division Xangincer

Supplementing the monthly report for Auszust we enclose two

sets of vhotographs .

Enclosures

ccy Files



BLE, 5+2 Glena Highusy, Sectlen A, Auguet 10, 1949
Back from 1530. Shovs ocompleted plant mix,
To zeal oy chilps on.

M—ﬁ"ﬂl'u;g

B.M.F. 5= Glenn Highway, Ssction A. August 10, 1549
Ahead from 1010. Sbows rock cunt, Base in
windrow.



E.H.U. 12«5 Richardson Eighwsy, Section 4. July 20,
1949, Barberwlrecne paver spresiding

plant mix bituminows surfacing neey Fair.
banks s%u. 20, looking N.W.

é{~qq”V?®

B.K.F, 5-8 Richsrdson Hwy. Soction B, Jiugust 15, 1940,
View down Shaow Greek shows fill zeroes new
bridee site. ‘



T,H,0. 131 Richardson Hwy., Section B. July 21, 1949.

Tpoking southeeast at Tanmnag Hivey in flapd,

from roafd st Mile 298 plus,

6~ AU~ 1YL

B.H.S. 135 Richsrdson Hwy. Section B, dJuly 22, 194S.
View of line change Trom sbout ste. 43U -

construction just started - perma-frost
under 1 foot of cover,



B.E.E, 13=T7 Ternagoln Arm Section F-2. August g, 1945,
Inoking back =nd east from eta, 105, Ehows
line chenge below old suowshed, Hobte toic
road slong besgh,

(-8R

B H.0. 13-8 Turnszsin ivw Section Fau3. sugust §, 1849
View of (lreier Creek Bridge plars Llooking
back and east.



BULF, 68 mvgust 23, 194,
View of Ht. HeKinley from Aleska Airlines
plane enroute 4o Falrbanks, looking wasi.



BUREAYU OF FUBLIC ROADS
U. 3. DEPARTMEET OF COMMEROHE

PARASASLSANREA A B ORI R D B0 ]

September 6, 1949

Po $  Hr, A, C. Olark, Aoting Deputy Commissionsyr, VWeghington, D. C.
Hig
From ¢ H., A, Steddart, Division Enginser

Subjects  RBxcerpts from Confidentisl HMonthly Report for asuzust 1949 for
Division HNo, 10
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Hide were reccived on suguct 8 for two projects on the Tongass Highuay
et Eobehilkan., The projects were pdvertised with proposels govering each
vrojoet sepsrately and one proposal covering both projects. TFour bids wers
raceived for the Wards Cove project and three for the Iugce Bsach to Hounbain
Poind, and four for the combimad projesis. Resd & Hertin, Ins. of Feirbenks
submitted the low bid of $776,822,90 which was slmost 10% lower then the
combinsd totsl for the two projecis se bid sepersbely, indiesbing a subsban-
tial ezving to the Government by setting up the larger projects. The bids
rooeived on August 4 for mobterizls to be furnished for construction, while
developing only & eingle bid¢ Jfor ench type of muteriasl, vere subsbanbially
vnder ths estinmste. The possibdility thet Bevel surplus sypplles and meteriele
might be svsilsble was investigsted but n negotive reply was received from
the Fevel Commendant et Rodisk, GSubsequently the hid of Reed & bartin ves
epcaphed and aontracht documents wers forwarded to the conbracter for his
areoubion. It ¥as noted thet the only bidder on the Verds Uove projeci in Hey
vas bhs B. d. Sommers Consbructlion lompsny. ©On the ssme project thies fime it
wes £256,302,10 lesy then his provious bid of $688,475.90. Although a portion
of the rafuction is sceoounted for by the chanes in fype of bridge =nd alse 2

" poriion of the materipls are nov furnished by the Government, it is 2 definite

indicstion of nmore competition,

Oa August 15th bids were recelved for Forest Highwsy Project 3L-A7,B2,
Douglas brides to Douslas szcblon of the Douglas Highway. Bids were received
fyom twe Jupesu Firme with no interest being shown by construction firms
eperebing in the Anchorsze-Feirbanks aree, Hoyes and Vhiteley submitied a
bid of $199,195 which was slizhily less than 109 over the engineer's estimate
sf €1F1,84%, The mext day the low bvidder reguasted permiseion b0 revies his
bid for the grubbing item, reducing the unit price of $3,300 per nere to
$1,500. per aore, claiming he had mads error through = misunderstsnding of the
axtent =nd scope of the work to be performed. Advice from higher suthority
was requscted to asecertzin i it might be permissible o ncecept n correction
of this nsture, V¥ith on offirmetivs cnsusr being received, the recommendstion
regarding the disvosition of the bid wes changed from e rejection to that of
recommendation of scceptance of the low bid., The contrael being awarded to
Hayes =nd Whiteley, they begsn work on August 29.

On Yepbdrbar 22nd bide were reesived for Forest Higshwsy Project 3-83,34,
Snov River bridge on the Zeward Highwey end 3-49 consisting of twe miles of
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grading on the same highwey. For the bridgze project four bids were received
with Keil & Peterman of Junscu, Alsska submittinmg the low bid of $104, 549

and on the grading project six bids wers received with C. T, Lytls Company
and Oreen Consbtruction Compeny baing low bidders at $137,062. Both bids
baing only slldghtly over the engineserls estimste, they were recomwended

for awerd with notification of the scceptance of the low bids belings re-
ceived from Washingston on Ssptember 1, Two of the bidders gqualified thelr
bids by offering a rsduction of four or five percent if awerded both projachs
and & third bidder, Horrison~Kmumdsen Company, Inc., prepared a bid offering
raduced prices for each item if awarded both contracts. While the quelifica-
tions 44 not operate to have any sffect on the low bid, it was considered
interezting to note that os this work nleo the contractors were evidently

in = position %o opsrate more economically om a larger proJjent. These two
projecte resulted in the development of the broadest compsiition of any
Porost Highuay work advertised during this seasom, OF the four contracts
swarded as a rosull of bid openings for Angust, thres were awarded to

firme not previously holding Forest Highway contrachs indiesting satisfac-
tory growth of the construction industry in southeastern Alszcka, '

¥ork hes continued on the Eensi River bridge on $he Eensi River

Highway, Forest Highway Project 5-Bl, with excellent progress being made
zod it now sppesrs ths werk will be completed this sesson. Iurinz the
morth the Glacler Eighway Frojoat 2-A12 was completed end alse the farlamns
Grsek bridge r8pairs at Ketchikan, Forest Highway Project 1-il. Progress
on the Slacier Bighway project had been retarded end hampered throughout
the sommer by contimuing sdverss weather, with nmch of the spplication of
prime cost and comstruction ¢f the plant mix pavement being constructed on
Saturdays and Sundeys through most of June and July. Fortunately o period
of very favorable westher, with no rein for 12 days, permitted the sesl to
e placed unisr very favorable conditions. BEigh labor costs and some
inconvenience o traffic resulted but the work wae very setisfactorily
eampletea within the time sllewed, During the interval simce the project
ves originally propossd snd advertised, the city comsiructed s now admin~
istration »nd passenger terminsl ot the Jumsu airvpert. With its completion
the definibe need for lmprovement of the aocess road from the Glacler Highwey
to the airport bullding becams evident. The Civil Aeronautics Administration
euﬁh&riﬁy sgreed fo contribute to_the construction of ths aocess road by
prs?iéing the fundis for pavemsnt within the sirport reservation and the ciby

offerdd to besr the expense of such grading ss wes required. It eppeared
advissble for the Fublic Roads %o cooperabte by surfancins Section H of the
Glecier Highway which forms the conasction from the main road to the snirance
to the airpert, The cost was guite nominsl as the lensth of the Fublic Roadst
section wzs only 630 feet. With advencs approval being received to perform
the worlk, it was underteken snd has been completed. The velus of providing
a bebter entrance to the city becomes apparent when it i1s understood that
perhaps 90% of ithe people arriving in Junesu for the first time enter it
through the atrport.

The Petersburg surfacing project was advertised and 211 bids
rocelved were rejocted as too high in Msy, Ho further action was $aken on
this project as it was belleved thet should the Ketchiksn projscts be con-
structed by day labor it would be desirable o construct the Petersburg
projsct by day labor with the szme crow to distribute the overhead cosis as
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widoly es possible. Upon avard of the Ketchikep work, the Petersburg
preject was promptly adveriised for bids to bs opened on Sepbewbsr 7 to
obtzin the bensfit of the competition afforded by the presence of the
eontrector's plant at Wrangell. Should satisfactory bids net be obtained
it ie tentetively planned to orgenize & sm=ll dsy lobor operation, using
the smell crushing vleni ownsd by the Public Hosds snd locsmted on the
Sgwerd Highway.

For the projects in the interior, the Bebler Bros. & Rogers
Congtruckion Company on Ssction B of the Alasks Bighwey bhas continued to
mz=ke the best progrese and will complete cpushing of stwiacing meterisls
aboud Sentember 1 and if the weazther in September does not become 3oo
vnfevorsble will complete the eilinmg operation about September 15.

The other prejcets have been more sdversely =ffected by the continued
anfevorsble wesbher 2and have frllen considerably behind the ariginzl scheduls,
it appears improbsble thsi they can be completsd this sesson, slthough pro-
gress continues fo soeelerste and particulsrly shows the bensfii received
from the pericd of good weather extending over a two wseks period in mid-August,

The intensive testing of materials has continved and a quantity of
Hontrip additive has beon used in the prime cost appliestions on the flenn
Bighvay, Ssobion A, with merkedly beneficisl results. Ssmples of competitive
additives hrve been obbeined snd are unisrgoing tests. Resulis so far
obtained do not indicebte eny consideralle superioridy of any of the brands
now baing tested over aay of the cthers. Since the plznt mix cen be laid
uvuder rore sdverss weather conditions than the prime ceoat, the latier will be
omitted if necessary to pesrmit the construction to continue to the greabest
extient posgible for thic season.

Propress on the sgain Arm projecte continuss o accelerats,
with the two sections at the heaad of ths Arm now being substantislly completbed.
Section €, sxtending from Kile 58 to the gQuartz Creek summit, is now very
well sdvoneed and good progress ils £lso being mede on Seotion D, The
operstionas of the subcontractors on the bridge work, Hunber & Phillips,
eontinazs bo show exesllent supervision az it is very well orgenized and
planned, VWorkmanship is very sood and the linss and shrfsces obbained are
congidered %o be excellent.

The HMax . Euney Compsny on Ssction F2 hag mede fair progress, vorking
canberly {rom Girdwood, but recantly has moved back Yo the section involved
in the iine chift bstween Ststions 1339 and 1420, =nd hns that work well
atdvancsd., With the s=ddition of more equipment betier progress is to be
antieingted.,

Experience with the tenk farm facilities provided for the interior
hituminous surfacing projects leads to the conolusion that the operztien =s
2 vhele is quite sstisfactory, end no serious difficul fdes have baen
erperiencad. The limitstions in the variety of bituminous molerisls sveilable
results from restricted operatinz charecheristics of the benkers, as Lhere
=7 none on the Alssks rFun thet con henfle meterisls less fluid than RC-3
cot-bock saphelts. It sesms quite possille, with the improvement of tenker
veseele, thet g wider cheoice of materisls, includinrs sspheltic oements,



will be svaileble.

A survey perty vas orgenized to make s more debtriled survey of the
sectlon of the Richardson Highwsy extonding from Veldez to & point 36 miles
north. Upon completion of this work, srpecded sbout Colober 1, the party
will then proceed to Ssctien F of the =ame highwey exiendlng from Gulkana
to the Tonsinm Lodge =t Mile 82 north of Valdes.

An inguiry was received from Generzl Seott, Commsnding Officer of
Aty Land Forees in Alasks, regarding the feasibility of a highwey comnection
from Porbtmge Yo Yhitiler, He was advised thal the possibility of =uch a
route wouvld be otudisd, He was mlso ssked if military funds were svailable
for sush s highwey since i%s use is presantly limited to tranesporieticn of
srmy meterisle, =nd 1% world not appsar to be eligible for Forvest Highwey
funds if operstion conitinued ander present restrictions.

Yuring the month ths Office of the District Engineer of the USED
wndertook a study of the ook Inled erea. They made & raouest to this
office for informetion regarding visns for future highway improvenents on
the Fensi Peninsula, They hove been advised of the approximste cost of
raisine the standard of the existing roads to the ssame levels as adophed
for the Turnagaln Arm project.

Referring %o the comment in recent reports regerding the study being
mate by the Foad fommisgion of the proposed feryy ssrvice bebween Prines Ruperd
end Junssy ond Holnes conneschbing with the 1and route from Prinece Ruperi te
Yencouver by way of Prince George, Celons) Boyss made a2 trip over the land
nortion of the route this mwonth. He reports that whils the highway is narrow
and of low standard for much of the distanes, tha$ reconstruction is active
&t wany points snd thet the Previneisl zoverament sxpacts to bring most of
the routs to =» adsauate sianderd by 1955. He reporied slse thal progress
continuse on the Hart Bighway from Frince George to Dawson (resk, with only
35 miles not completed or umder construction. He is inclinad to believe
that deficionclies in the contrzet construction on this work tamds to Justify
the continued use of f8ay labor methods for the gradings work belng carried on

An article appesred in the Portlsnd Oregonisn danted July 31, 1949
vbich described the proposed power project to be located in the Tweedsmuir
park south of Burns lske. This project resembles in many detzils the
roject which has been under discussion for Benneit leke in the Skegway
sran at the head of Lymn Csnal, but zppears %o heve the adveunbsgse of being
free from the neceasity of oblaining an agressment belwesn the United Stailss
and Csnada. The clipping coverins the article is attached ss 2n sntlosurs
to this repert,

Enclosure:  Graph showing progress on major vrojects
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