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Division Ten

April 2, 1949

TO: Dr. Le i. Hewes, Chief, Western Headquerters, San Franciseo

FROK: He Ae Stoddart, Division Enginear

SUBJECT: Gonfidential Monthly Report for April 1949 fer Division 10

fhere has been an increase in the volume of Foreat Highway
activities for this peried with the Glacier Mghway Project in the
Juneau vicinity geing into the actual construction stetue end with
initiation of survey activities in the Ketchikan area,

Upon completion of the design of the Wards Cove Project near
Ketchikan, the detailed estimate showed that the aost of the projast
would inoresse from £375,000t0 $516,000. Accordingly, a request for
minor program revision was subeitted te provide for financing end upon
approval of this request, the project was advertised en April 27 fer
bids opeming on May 16, 199.

The desizn was completed for the Wrangell surfacing projest and
upon approvel of the plans, specifiertions and estimate, this preject
was also advertised late in April for bids to be opened on Hay 16, 1919.
At the same time, bids will be opened for the small project covering
repaire of the Cerlanne Greek Bridge at the north city Limite of
Ketohiken.

Bue to misunderstanding in tranesmittel of documents, legal action
necessary to condemn the right-of-way fer the Kenai River Bridge was
delayed until April 26. Prejest docunents have previously been approved
and it is therefore proposed to advertise as soon ag the necessary
incidental papers are completed.

Consideration has been given to programing the 1959 Forest High~
way funds, but some difficulty in reaching agreement regarding specific
projests hae bean noted eince the interested organizations sre reluctant
to take action that might jeopardise favorable Congressional action on
the pulp mill projects. The opinion ie growing, however, that a more
Favorable impression would be made if available funds were used to finanes
the highest priority projects without regard te peseible spesial appro-
priations. Actual allocation of funds to specific projeste would demon<
strate the inadequacy of funds available.
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Progress was continued on the preliminary engineering for proj-
ects in the interior which the Alaska Road Commission sexpeosts to con~
struct with ite om forces.

On April 18, 1949, bids were opened on the five major bridges
on the Peterson Creek-Indian Section of the Turnagain Arm Project
designated as Section F-3, with the low bid in the ammount of $1,858,738
being submitted by J. Je Badraun of Senttle. The low bid was slightly
over the engineer's estimate of $163,827.50. There were two other bids
received, one from Max Kuney in the amount of $581,855 and one from
Morrison-Enudsén in the amount of $688,265.70. the sonourtence of
the Alaska Road Commission, the contract was awarded to J. J. Badraum.
‘The project preved to be of considerable interest to sontractors, but
evidently the fact that the Hax Kuney Company was located on the proj-
ect with all of its apparent advantages teaded to reduce the actual
number of bidders. It is interesting, however, to note that the trend
previously reported of additional contractars’ interest in the Alaska
field was again in evidence, Hrs Badraun is a contraetor long exper-
fenced in work in the Northwest and iidoubtedly his bid representsa
conservative analysis of probable eosts.

On April 11, the Alaska Railroad advertised Saction @ of the
Turnageih Arm Projest, the section to be constructed by them, with bids
tobe dpened. on Ney ll. Notise to pidders states that $2,800,000 is
available for construction end unless additional funds are made evail-
able before the award is made, the amount of work authorized will be.
limited to thet sum.

_ Gonstruction on the Turnagain Arm Project has continued at about
theLer t-reported with the.principal activities being pouring of
the pre beammembers of the treated timber trestles at the head
of the Turnagain Arms.

las
roast:

onstruction was resumed on Seotion A of the Glenn Highwayon
|

April 7. “fhe subcontractor resumed grading with ea number of seraperand turnapull units.

Work was also resumed on Seation A of the Rishardson Highway
on April 12, with the activities being limited to construction of the
rook subgrade reinforcement on the section extending twelve miles
south of Faifbanks. ;

The Alaske Road Commission advertised Project B-l on the Glenn
Highway for bide to be opened May 2. ‘thie project extends from Palmer
at Nile 50 te a point near SheepMountain at Mile 10). Plens and speoi-
fisations were prepared by tha Public Roads Administration under the
provisions of the Hemorandum of Understanding dated August 17, 1916.

In general, construction has been seriously retarded this
spring with the season being at least three weeks behind the average,
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due to adverse weather extending through late March and mest of the
month of April.

Humerous difficulties and delays have oceurred on the tenk farm
construction which will delay completion until approximately May 15.
The delays from weather on the road work ahove noted heve retarded
progress so thet delays in tenk farm constrnetion will not inconvenience
the road contractors! sequence of operations. It is our umderstending that
the controlling facter which establishes the Hay 15 date of delivery is
the oll distribution schedule for the tanker te be used te deliver the
materiel for the Alaskan work. Thet is, if the o11 cannot be accepted
by Mey 15, bulk shipment will net be available this season.

Although the snow fall and slide conditions from Vaidez to
Gulkene on the Richardson Hichwey sre the worst thet heave ocourred in
many years, the road opening eperation was attacked vigorously and it
is understood that the break-through wae made om April @1. As a result
of the slide in the Keystone Canyon, « bridge was lost at approximately
Wile 16. hile this hae not baen reconstructed to date, it is expected
that it oan be again placed in service by Jume 1 ar as carly as hauling
of bituminous materials can be expected to start.

During the month, Hr. H. E. Whitmore arrived from Denver on
temporary detall to assume supervicion of the shop facilities in thisDivision.

in recruiting for the lower and intermediate grades of enginser-
ing essistants, sueh good progress was made that it was nesessary to
suspend recruiting temporarily sines the men were being hired from

many points end the number being processed was very difficult te deter-
wine. Aevordingly, it seemed desirable to rasurvey field requirementsfor soordinetion with the personnel eveilable. It is anticipated that
additional assistents required can be readily rearvitea, either in Alaske
for the lower grades or on the West Const for the intermediate and upper
grade assistants.
v There are enclosed two copies of the monthly repert from both
Bistriots which desorlbe their activities in greater detail.

Enclorcures
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satIVI gS In THE JURGAU DI stnrer DIVISION 4kF

#0 THE HONDH OF APRIL 21906

Project 12, Gleoier Highway, Junesu-Airpert peving becane
active during this month, Me. #. H, Gardner, Resident Sngineer in
charge bogen engineering ecthivities on the project the first part

A maunber of nen were Later addad toof Mareh with e amell perty.
the party end at the beginning of this month the party ceneslsted
ef a tetel of ten men, 4% the end of thie month the perty consisted
of 15 men. & temporary field office for the preject hue deen estad-
linhed in the gerage shed on the grounds of the dunenu Houlpment
Denote She csntreeter atertea) operations on april 20, She work
ated ae nentwie eo? 1 aptye af tea ong Awndaanat i Pay anyDERTS moka PS a aat. PELL NIE Aes Pan

%
ais part of the ark& which was sublet by the general aontraator,

n4 ang and Green Banatruction CenapREyy ao Re iJ Bammere
Conatriatio Canmnany st Junenmn, Aladks, The seohel’ plant has been
erected immodintely adjacent te the asursce of napraegate on Lemon
Gresk and the plant was eslibrated on Avril 135. RK. J, Sommers Con
struction Company, who is to supply 11 the sgeregetes for the
preject, complsted the eregtion of the crushing plant the first

the plant wpart of the month and, after severn). short trial Pans,
ron for an extended peried of time on April 15. Samples were obtein-
we of the material from the finel mm and these samples heve been
eibmd shed for tosh, but the finel remolts hove not yet been obtained

3Tt hee, however, been determined from the pret a dinery tastes that
there will be © definite definiency in Pines. A chanese order has
therefore. been preprred whereby 3% of lima stone dust will be added
to the sagrregnte as providedfor under the santract terms.

Mr, 7. A. Rewas, HR rhwhy 2Angineer, hig beon essigned na Resident
neineer in the fetehiken aren an engineering party of ten men has

been sssenbled at EatahBe att and at present are employed on the re-
Location survey of the Senth Conzaes Highyay. Hr, Hayee hae obtained
FoOBCe 2 the Federal Building in Xeteniken fer a field office,
Gonside able werk and effort were expended in obtaining the Hight of

wey for Prodeet 157.83, reélooaticon of sonenes Dighvay in the vicinity
of sards

Cove
in connection with the vropesed pulp mili. li the

Rieht of 3 ny heve new been obtained.



fhe Llocetia ervey on the Sitkhe Highway was counleted on
April 14, af q@whieh tine the party wes traneperted back to Juneau
and the menrearsiened to other pre jects.
submitted te the

The survey data was
fivision Office for design.

tha natktenence. onerations during the month were routias,
nlthouch considerable,: o&?fiowlty was experiences with the roads

eon die t6. the euringe thew. At the and ef the north
te the roeda hed, hoverer been repeired.practi. ely the aux





PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
HIVISLON 1°

SHARD DISTRICT

NARRATIVE REYORT FOR
iAFRO

TURNAGAIN ARE PROJECTS

Sections ¢ & D - Eile 58 to avarts Greek

work on the Ganyon Ureex Hridge et the extreme soubh end of Section
G was resumed on Barch 23 with 4 small crew. foundations and abuimente
for tnis bridges have been completed, Hoth piers at Siiver Tip Creek have
been completed. Ail structural steel is on the project or stock piled at
Seward. Some work has been performed on a temporary bridge across dast
Fork to enable access north of that point after snow is renoved from the
road. There is no activity on the grading work on the south end of the
project. Snow is still about 18" deep at Mile 568 and becomes progressively
deeper to about 4 ft. at bhe summit. an engineering crew of 6 men le en-
gaged on Lhe bridge work from Hile 53 camp.

The méss at Mite 98 has been reopened to accommodate the construd-
tion engineering crew for the C & D Sections and the location crew on the
Quarts Gresk Location survey.

Clearing and grubbing have been started on ihe extreme north end
of Section PD near the mouth ef guart, Creek but operations nave reached
only sbout e quarter of a mile on the D Section. rrogress is extremely
slow due to the small crew engaged in the work and the fact thet opera-
tions heve been carried on in deep snow. There is not yet even a doger
trail through the snow to the south end of Section 0 from the Hast Fork
bridge about 5 miles above Mile 58 Camp.

Seetion 4 - juartz Cresk te ;ortape

Good progress has oven made on this section since work was resumed
in Jamary., All timber bents are complete. About 650 concrete stringers
of a total of 656 for Sections # and F-1 have been precast and work has
been started setting deck forme, All trestie deck steel is on the project,

fwo shovel outfits are in operation on the grading work and fair
progress is being made. Sufficient material has been placed across the
Swamp areas between Portage and Quarts Greek bridge to enable travel
efter frost goss out of the ground,



TURNAGAIN ARM PROJECTS - Con't,

An engineering crew of 10 men is working out of Portage and a 4-man
crew is working from a portable camp at the mouth of Quarts Creek. The partyat the Wuartz Creek camp has been devoting most of its time to Section D
staking but deep snow has made progress siow.

Section F-1 ~ Fortage to Peterson Creek

Ali timber bents are complete. Some additional berrow from the pit
near 706 has been placed during the past month but this work has now been
discontinued. Precast stringers have been hauled and stockpiled at the bridge
sites, and prasasting of stringers is being continued along with the precast-
ang for the & Seetion. Host of the embanicaont materiel for this project is
designed to come from a sidehill pit at Sta. 945. This pit has not been
Cleared ic sabe und there is ne activity on the grading at the present time.

vection Fa2 - ietaerson Creek to Indian

The contractor on this project has been erecting camp during the past
month and now has the camp in operation. Clearing operations near Girdwood
were started April 23 with a crew of 6 men. A substantial amount of good new
equipment ia on the project and grading operations on the heavy section just
north of Girdwood are expected to start in May. Engineering work is well in
advance of the sontractors operations. The enginesring crew at Girdwood con-
Sists of about 24 men, but the number fluctuates considerably as nen are trans-
ferred from Girdwood to tne various other projects &s they open up.

Section F~-3 - (Bridges on F-2 Section)

bids were received Apria 1@. od. J. Bradraun of seattle submitted the
tow bid of $488,738.00 and award has bean reconmended.

Section G ~ Indian to Potter

The ALaska Railrosd has advertised tiie Section and bide will be
received on Hay 11,

GLAS HIGHLY

Section 4 - Anehorage to Palmer

Contract operations on clearing were resumed April 7. Operations
have since been expanded and clearing is in progress on two different sections,
Grading and placing of borrow are alao in progress and the crushing plant is
expected to be placed in operation any day. The contractor appsars to be
getting well organized and should, within the next month, begin to show sub-
stantial progress. Formal approval of use of the material within Ft. Richard-
son hae not been received from the far Department. An engineering crew of 22
men is working on the design, staking the project and inspecting contract
operations,



GLANN HIGHWAY - CGon't.

Section B-l - Palmer to Glenn Highway Kile 92

Plans have been prepared in the Division Office and turned over to
the Alaska tioad Gommission. it is understood they plan to take bids within
the next few weeks and supervises the construction,

RIGHARDSON HIGHWAY

Sections A and B ~ Fairbanks to Hig velta

The contractor resumed the hauling of rock borrow from the Birch Hill
quarry at Ladd Field on the north end of Section A and is drilling for blast~
ing of rock borrow 18 miles south of Fairbanks. Three new crushing plants
and one new asphalt piant are stored on the projects, but no work has been
done toward setting then up. lacing of borrow and grading operations will
ba started on both sections as soon as frost leaves the ground, ‘Some tractor
equipment is already on the projects and additional tractor equipment and
shovel equipment is enroute. Headquarters for the contractor on these veo-
tions are being set up at Avrora Lodge, 40 ales south of Fairbanks. It is
planned that headquarters for engineering crews will also be established at
this point and a contract for their board and ledging is being drawn up.
Board and lodging will be available at a number of points on each project
wider the same contract. ingineering crews totailing 34 men are Located at
various points on Seetion A and additional personnel will be added when the
necessary housing and messing facilities are available. Veimar i}, sarley
was placed in charge of Section B as Resident sngineer on April 21.

KEWAL RIVGN HIGHWAY; FOREST HIGHWAY PROJECT 5-31

The matter of filing the declaration of taking necessary to obtain
entry on the Towle Homestead was discussed with Uistriet Attorney Hoody in
Anchorage 4prii 20, The declaration was to be filed within « few days after
that date.

Maintenance forces replaced the north beng of the ola bridge with a
new gill, framad bent, and bulkhead in order to keep the old bridge in-
vice,

Kunal RIVER HIGHWAY, SECTION "BY" QUARTZ CREEK LOCATION SURVaT

This survey was started April 25 with a crew of about 12 mon working
out of the engineering camp at Mile 58 under Ur. Killewich. It was necessary
to start the survey about two miles down Quartz Creek from the junction of
the Hoose Pass Highway and the Kenai River Highway because of the deep snow
at the junction. This work will be carried on from kile 58 for the present,
but it may be necessary later to move the crew to the project to avoid the
long drive to and from work. Reconnaissance of the area indicates the
location following down the Quartz Creek canyon from the vicinity of the
present Moose Pass Highway crossing of Johns Greek is preferable to a loca-
tion following generally the eres traversed by the present road. Alternates
may be necessary to conclusively determine the best route.



SEVARD BAINTASANCE GPRRATIONS

Frost coming out of the ground ana some heavy hauling of bridge steel,
cement, and construction equipment by the contractors has caused some deter-
doration of the present road and travel in sume places is difficult.
Raintenance forces are practically all engaged in the hauling of gravel to
fill in the soft spots that have developed. The section from Kile 14 to File
18 ia particularly bad at the present time, but a few more days with the
shovel and trucks nov engaged in ite repair should have it reasonably passable
again. The Goopers Landing Road nas caused some trouble but is agein reason-
ably satisfactory.

1 SEONNEL,

Curing the past month large rmuubers of persennel. have been recruited
in the States and transferred to this District. All engineering crews are
now full and some cf them may have & temporary surplus of men. This situstion
will be relieved as soon an crushing and plant mix operatione start on the
Glenn and Hichardson Highways. However, if any additional reoruiting is done
in the States it should be highly selective and should consider only those in
the higher grades who are well qualified for our work.

There are hundreds of unemployed in Anchorage and Fairbanks, most of
whom are not skilled. There are, however, plenty of good inexperienced men
available for any of the Lower grade joba we may have in the future.

Slow delivery of motor vehicle equipment is handleapping engineering
crews on the Glenn and Righardson Highways and the quart, Creek Survey. The
need for additional transportation equipment is particularly acute since the
recruitment of personne) is far ahead of the delivery of equipment.

April 26, i949
,

B, &, Prench
att} District fingineer

4\



Division 10

TOx Ere d. S. Bright, Deputy Gommlasioner, Veshington, D. C.

PROKs: H. &. Stoddart, Division Engineer

SUBJECT: Excerpts Irom Gonfidentiel Konthly Report for April 1949
For Division Ten.

Progress wes continued on the preliminary engineering for proj-
sets in the interior which the Aleska Rond Commission expects to con-
struct with lis om forces,

On April 18, 1949, bids were opened on the five major bridges
on the Peterson Gresk-Indian Section of the Ternagein Arm Project
éeximeted as Section P-3, with the low bid in the amount of $488,738
being submitted by J. J. Badraun of Seattle. The lor bid was slightly
aver the engineer's cetimate of $463,827.50. There vere two other bids
received, one from Hex Euney in the amuunt of $581,855 and one from
Morrigon-Knudgen in the amount of $696,265.70, With the concurrence of
the 4leska Road Comuission, the contract was ewarded te J. J. Badraun,
The project preved to be of considerable interest to contractors, but
evidently the fact thet the fax Kumey Company was loested on the project
with ell of its apparent advantages tended to reduce the actus

. tmamber of bidders. 4 is interesting, however, te note thet the trand
previously reportad -of additionel conirectors! intrest in the Aleska
field wes egeain in evidence. Hr Badreun is a contractor long exper=
ienced in work in the Horthvest end undoubtedly his bid represents «
conservative ennlysis of probeble costs,

On, bpril Ti, the Aleske Reilroad advertised Section G of the
Turnagain hrm Project, the section to be construeted by them, with bids
to be opened on Hey 11. Kotice to Bidders stetes that $2,606,000 is
available for construction and unless additione] funds are made aveii-
able before the ewerd is made, the amount of work anthorigsd will be
limited to thet sum,

Construction on the Turnagein Arm Project wes continued at abeut
the level last reported

with
the principel activities being pouring of

the pre-cest bean wembers of the treated timber tresties et the hesd
of the Turnegein Arn,
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Construction was resumed on Section A of the Glenna Highway on
April 7. The subcontractor resumed grading with a number of scrapers
and turnapull units.

York was also resumed on Section A of the Richardson Highway
on April 12, with the activities being limited to construction of the
rook subgrade reinforcement on the sestion extending twelve miles south
of Fairbanks.

The Alaska Road Commission advertised Project B<1 on the Glenn
Highway for bids to be opened May 2). This project extends from Palmer
at Mile 50 te a point near Sheep Mountain et Mile 10. Plans and speci-
fications were prepared by the Public Roads Administration under the
provisions of the Memorandum of

Understanding
dated August 17, 1918.

In general, sonatruction has been seriously retarded this
spring with the season being at least three weeks behind the average,
due to adverse weather extending through late March and most of the
month ofApril. 7

' Numerous difficulties anddelays have oscurred on the tank fern
construction which will delay completion until approximately May 15.
Thedelays from weather on the road work above noted have retarded
progress so that delays in tenk farm construction will not inconvenience
the read contractors’ sequeice of operations. It is our widerstanding
thet the controlling factor which establishes the Hay 15 date of delivery
is the oil distribution schedule for the tanker to be used to deliver the
material for the Alaske work. That is, if the oi] cannot be accepted
by May. 1s. bulie shipment will notbe available this season,

Although the snowfall and.slide gonditions from Valdez to
Guikena

:
on the Richardson Highway re the woret that have eseurred in

ing operation was attacked vigorously and it
,

.

shrough wes made on April 21, As a result
of the ‘slide -in the Keystone Canyon, a bridge was lost at approximately
Wile 16.While this has not been reconstructed to date, it is expected
that it ean be again placed in services by June 1 or as early as hauling
ef bituminous materials can be expeoted to start.

Years, Che Tead OPE

. During the menth, Mr. H. &. Whitmore arrived from Denver on
temporary detail to assune supervision of the shop Pacilities in this
Division.

In recruiting for the lower and intermediate grades of engineer~
ing assistants, sueh good progress was made that it was necessary to
suspend reeruliting temporarily since the men were being hired from
many points and the number being processed was very difficult to dater-
mine. Accordingly, it seemed desirable to resurvey field requirements
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for coordination with the personnel availeble. It is enticipeted that
additions] assistants required cen be readily recruited, either in Alaske
for the lower prades or on the West Goast for the intermediete end upper
grade assistants.
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