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SUBJECT: fonbhly Report for Deoember 1048 for Division 10

The Forsst Highway activities beve bsen quite limited for
the wonth &f Desenber wibh the movomsnt of a party from the consbtruc-
tien projects in the Anchorene sresz to fitke to begin the survey
neeessery for the propossd recomsiruction of the sxisbine road
szionding south from Hitke for approzimately siz and one-bhalf miles
o serve the proposed fubure industrizl development repressnbting the
only progross 1m ths field. The field party will consist of ben men
and it will require sbout thres menths Lo perform the work,

The prejest for the construstion of a nevw bridss over the
Kenal River on Porest Highway Boube Ho. % involves reconsbiruction on
new slignment whiech in turn mskes it nesessary %o soqulre rightecis
vwey bhrough the property of Frank Towle. Aequisition of righbt-el-way
has besn deferred pesnding & determimetion ¢f the proper prossdurs to
follow to prosess the right-oleway trancler by condemuation. A fisld
survey o verify the oripginal right-ofwmy plet has beoen complebed.
The proporty owmer ia now showing an interest in sebilizg thy mabler
without court proseedings and 1t appesrs quite possible thabl su agrse-
mont will be remched in the near fubure on Lerms mubually agreeabls
to the property omer and Lo the Government which will persit ths
project to bs advanced Lo construcblon in the ewrly spring.

Hr. Howerd Jonss, Assisbent Ohie! Ensineer of the Porest
Serviee complebed hie fisld survey of the romd gonsbruction propossd
to be finenesd by & special eppropriatisn. Ib ie our undersbending
Lhat he hae sccepled the propesel as being sound in principle and
proposes o recommend i1t for approval %e his syperiors In weshimgbon
with & view to obbalning passags of the neoessary lezislation in the
next =esgion of Congress.

On Devember B, 1948, bids were received for the F~2 Section of
the Turnazain Arm Projech which exbends from Pebsrson Creek U9 Fotbers
Exoellent compebition was in evidence with vhe low bid amounting io




$2,121,923 by Hax Kuncy Company of Spokane, Weshinghton, Second low
bid was reseived from 0. F. Lytle Company acd Gresn Construotion
dompany in the m&m;t of $3%,795,354 and third bid was recsived from
S. Birch and Sons Ponsbtruction Compamy and Forrison-Knudsen Company,
Ine. in the amowgbief #3,906,241. The enpinesrts eschimate wan
$2,910,102, Award of the contract was recommended to the Washingbon
Orfice and bhe a#ard was made o the low bidder as of Deoember 13,
19iB. W®hile the difference betweon the low und the second low bid
was reather 1&1‘5&, fukiog into socount the low bidder’s experience and
financial re jgaxzsihxlitv, A% ig believed thet he will cerry the oone
tract to saﬁ@lgﬁmﬁ without wndue difficulty.

The Alask& Exmz} Commlasion made the suggestion just before bids
wers opongd tbﬁk.ﬁh& gontract bs execubted with that organization rather
than the Public Rowds Adminisbration as they felt that greater flexibility
in sdninistration of funds would result which would permit them to
ndvancs some objisr #e'tivitias in whioh they are intereshed., There did
6ot ssem bo be suifjelent morit in this suggestion to justify so exben-
sive = change in thy conbract prossdure, partioularly im view of tiwme
limited time avﬁﬁa’ﬁ}lﬂ in which 4o netify ths sontractor and the sone
tract was %hsz;sf are . execubsd as originmally inbended. It is our undere
standing thet the Road Commissisn hes trensferred the comtract authority
mady avaiiab'zq by the basie legisglation to Tinmence the ocontracts
zdmini shored by the;?ub‘! ic Roads Adminisbrotion.

3 , i

At & mlesting in Anchorage on December 17, 1948, an sgreoment
wea rasched with rs&@rese&taﬁivea of the Alaska Railrosd and t.he Aleska
Road ﬁmiss:wn £ an alternste éesign prepered by the Bailroad pro-
viging for & new reilresd grade extending from Imdisn to Potter based
en siz éegi'es maxinum eurvature for the railrosd which would permit
the hig&zﬁm? to aesap;sr the prasent railrsed grade would be adopted feor
Ssotion G/ ¢f the ?én*aagam Arn Project. ®hils this design is something
in ‘excest of £1,000,000 more costly bo sonsbtruct than pessible aliernate
lines ei"chsr sbove| the exlsting railrosd or on the bay side of the
existl railraaé, its many advenisres over eithsr alternate are believed
to wary &21'%1 this sﬁrlﬁstiﬁn in spite of its somowhal greaber o¢ost. #ith
the adoption of & ﬁesi;_,,n for this sestion, the Alaske Ballread will
proceed with nrapdra%mn of final plens sand expects Lo sdvertise the
project for bids jn about twe or three months, or esrly enough to per-
mit the work to be complebed in 1950.

Swamariziag the probuble sosts of the work alresdy eontrasted
end taking into a temmt the sdditionsl work to complete the projest,
there is inéieataé to be an overrun of nearly $5,000,000, over the
origisal estimetes  The neeessery additiossl fumds will be regussted
in the reguler Interior Depertment appropristion bill %o finsnce the
remzinder of the wo .k-'



The Alaske Road Comnission hes made geod propress ipn contracting
for the procursment of the meberisls necsssary for the tank farme other
than the shorage tanks, whish have besn transferred from the Havy at
the point of storage st Port Huoeneme. The desipn wae made by a con=
sulting firs in San Francizee, under a separate conbraet covering this
phasse of the sctivitiess The meberials contract ap noted wes hendled by
the Alaska Read Commisslon as will be the ersction of the facllitiss si
the two tank farms &t Veldes and Anchoraps. For the latber conbrast,
bids were opened on December 10, 1948, st the Rosd Commission office im
Junesus Two bids were received, the lowest of which wee from 5. Birsh
and Sons Construction (ompany end Horrison-Enudsen Qompany in the
emount of #1,.283 11,05 and was rether substentially in exeecss of the
enpineer®s osbimate of $794,227. Afber several days comsideration, the
Rosd Commission awarded the sonbract to the low bidden who aosapied a
roduction eguel to the freight on wmaberisl from Seattle to the job sits,
in view of the exipeney which demended thalt the work bs undertaken at
the sariiest poseible date in view of the zerious complieation which
would certainly result should the Govermment be umable bo furnish the
asphalt for the rosd conbtracts. Certsin alternatives naturally pre-
sented themselves among which & wors reslistis sstimate would probably
heve resulted in sexling down bthe size of the installetion o male = saviag
on the ipitisl cosbs which would be off'set to some exbtent by the higher
eosts of delivery ol smeller goantities of materiels st wore frequent
inbervels. The high eosts of the shoraze banks will seriously reduse
the esonomiss enticipsted by bulk hamdling of the materisls, bub will
not, for the quantitiss lmeslved, result inm & o056 in exeess of pasierse
handling.

On Beoomber 15, Unlonel Hoves of the Llasks Bosd (ommlission held
an open hesring in Fairbanks Yo develop publie opinlon regarding the
advigability of meintaining the principal resds open throughout the
winter for trusk houling. It was inbended to deSermine the velume of
heuling o be anbticipated in terwe ef truck loads and freight volumes.

To indieate the support for opening the primelipal romds through the
mounteins at such pointe as Thompson and Isabelle Passes on the
Righardson Highway and Chilkat Pass on the Heines Bighway, interested
firms of truckers, bus companies, and cperators of dook facilitles were
regussted to make stetements repgarding the conbributions in oash, sguip=-
ment or lebor feorces which they would meke awailable for the purpess. It
rppeared that the support avallable would be only & fractionsl part of the
cost to be anbisipsbed, zltheuph it would be substantiel when viewed from
the estandpoint of the truek operstors, The truckine flvms were guibe
pogitive thal lerge volumes could be hauled over the Thompson Pass during
the winber and would be in ezosss of 2,000 toms per month. It is
interesting te note that the operators had no concern about operating
heavy equipment on the existing steep grades under the adverss weather
sonditions antieipated. The wost convinelny arguwent, in their opinion,
appeared t¢ be the fesling thet the high cost of the highway Justified
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year-rowmd operatlion rather than operation on only = short seasonsal
bagiss The impresszion palinsd from the meebing was that the development
of winber suow removel program had the support of the truck eperators
and has merit from defense end devslopment considerations rather than
any pessibillty thet an immedlate economic bernefil would be realiszsde

The woanther for the months of Cptobsr, Hovembsy and Deacsmber for
the ares hes been sufficlently unusuel to justify comment. Through
Dotober and inbo mid<November, there was an slmost continuel rainy spell,
grently excesding the normal rainfall for thies season end for the next
thirty deys, it was uaseasondbly ecld, with btemperabures in the Junssu
area ranging from minus five degrees ho plus {ifteen degress. About
Deocamber 13, the bempersture becams more moederate and snow has fallen
slmest conbibuously sinoe that dete. The effeot has besn Lo result in
shutbing down of vomstruellon on the active projects two weeke to a
month earlier than hed been sptigipsted. In spite of this hapdicsp,
proprass on the conbreste for the Road ommission extending sssterly
from Anchoregs and soubh {rom Fairbanks has been gquite sabiefeobory,
particularly so on the latier conbtraet on whioh the contrector has per=
formed work of & walue of nearly one<helf millien dollers since wopk
wag sburted on Octoeber 12, 1948,

In sddition to the westher, the eontracstors have been impedsd by
deleys resulbing fron transportatlen difficulbies of whioh the prinsipal
one was the soast~wise sirike which began on September I and lasted
nineby-Cive dsys. Afber bhe strike problems were apparently nolvaed,
shipping was rosumed and conbinued for three wesks, bub has azain
sufféred another, but lese wide, shul-down duve 4o another strike causaed
by jurisdicbional problems, Handling of business has besn impaded by
limibed alr trensport movements omused by adverss westhor with recaiph
of elr mall being deleyed as much as a week or hen days,

. There are stiached the monthly reports of the Distriet BEnpineers,
but due 4o the lack of ehange in the sbabue of eonsbrustion projects,
we are not submitting the graphs etbached to the last report as no
elgnificent progress has been mads.

Attechments
HAS: b
¢c¢ Dr. Hewes
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TURNAGALH ARK PEOJECTS
Sections C & D - Hile 58 to Quartz Cresk

ALl work on Projeots ¢ & D was suspended on Hovember 20 due te cold
wsather, eguipment breakdowns and the faet that the road to the project Irom
the ¥ile 58 camp was practically impessable, Very little effori has besn sx-
pended in providing dreinage and grading for a satisfactory hsul vead over
the south end of Frojects © and D and the result was that operations bescame
virtually imposgible when the cold weather started freezing the streams.
Gonsiderable difficulty is expected next year in getting to the work nesar
the summit. The combractor talks of resuming grading with one shovel and
two trucks in Jarusry, but because of his past performance il seems rather
doubtful that he will make substantisl vrogress under winter conditions.

Seetion E - tusrtg Cresk to rorisge

Filing for the trestles on Sectlon E was driven until lecember 13,
when work was suspended and the erew went %o the States for the holidays.
% is expected thet plle driving and clesring will be resumed in Janvery.
Section D can be more readily reached frow the soubth end of Sectlon £ &b
the moubh of Quartz Oreek than from the suwamit st the north end of Sectlon
¢, 80 it is now ths plan of ths contractor to work up tuwartw Creek on D
instead of working down from the summit, as originally planned.

Section F-1 - Portags to Psterson Creek

411 work on Section F-l was suspended during the week ending November
20, FPractically no work hes been accomplished on this section except the
pile driving and capping of timber bents on two timber bridges.

Segtions C & B, E and F-1 - Gsneral

The work involved in Sections C & D, E and F-1, 511 under contract to
Lytle and Green, is not more than 15% complete with more than 30% of the time
used te December 31, 1948, There is no opportunity remaining to meke sub-
stantial progress before the month of Bay. Frogress on sll three Tontracits
has been reported unsstisfactory and the contractor so notified, The con-
trachtor has been handicapped to some degree by strikes, but it is felt that
he has not done all he should and could readily have done to improve progress.
the bridge sub-contractors, Hunter snd ¥hillips, have made much better progress
on the structures than has been made on the grading,



Sgetion F~2 - Peterson Creek to Indian

¥ax J, Xuney, the low bidder on Section F-2, has not been on the project
since the bid opening and his plans for handling the project are not known. A
complete camp for our engineering forces is belng set up at CGirdwood, and con-
siderable staking on this section is expected to be done this winter.

Section G - Indian 4o Folter

Lgreement was reached with the Rallroad regarding the construetion of
this section on December 17. A line along the shore with the highway depart-
ing from the railroad both horizontically and vertically where sconomy
dictates was the compromise line agreed to, Hhedesign by the Railroad of ils
original 6° line, sstimated to gost in excess of $12,000,000, and use of the
old railroad grade by the highway resulted in reduction of the total estimate
Lo about §8,5005000, Additional curvature aggregating about 200° was intro-
duced in the newly projected railroad line; the maximum curvabure was kept at
6%, The maximmm curve on ths highway line will be 12°. 4All grades will be
very light. It will be necessary to cbtain additional funds to finance this
project, Bids are expected to be received by the raliroad, probably next
spring or early summer, and consiruction will likely teke about two full
years.

GLENN HIGHRAY
Section 4 - Anchorage to Falmer

Good progress was mads on this seetion by Stock and Grove, subcontraciors
on the grading, considering that the work did not start until October 4 and was
suspended because of bad wealher on November 18. The ratio of percent completed
to percent of time used is unfavorable, bul bscause of the short times the pro-
Ject was active, and the efficient manner in which the contractor organized his
work, this unfavorable ratio is not considered serious. The conirzotor has
placed practically all borrow reguired for cushlon and leveling of the existing
grade line between the Kpik Hiver Bridge and Palmer. This piece is the north
ten miles of the project. 1t can be made ready for placing crushed base course
in a matter of &« few days in the spring, znd placing of plant mix can rapidly
follow. With this ten mile section practicslly rsady for surfacing operations
now it appears that the coniractor has the projest in shape to make a very
creditable showing next year. Very substantlal progress was made this year
zlso on the heavy grading seection north from the Fort Richardson bowundary. The
eight and one-half mile section through Fort Richardson that is to be added by
change order or supplemental agreement has had the necessary swrvey completed
and the design is under wey.

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY
Section A - Fairbanks to Barding lLake
Exeeptional progress has been made on this project, considering the late

start and the cold weather which occurs in this latitude. ¥Vork was started
October 12 and was suspended on December 3, During that period the contractor
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earned sbout $470,000.00. The rock borrow sub-base deslgned on the first
thirteen miles south of Fairbanks has been completed except for about twe
and one-half miles. The high bid price on borrow and haul is {o some ex-
tent reosponsible for the large amount earned.

Section B - Harding Lake toc Big belba

This section was awarded to S. Bireh & Sons lonstruction Co. and
Horrison=-Enudsen (o., the sams contraciors whe have Section £ of the Glenmn
Highway and Sectlon A of the Richardson Highway. Ho consiruction is actlve
or expected ©6 be unbil next spring.

ALASTA BIGHWAY
Section B - Johmson BEiver to Tok Juneilion

This seeiion of the ilasks llighway hes bsep swarded to Imbler EBros,
and Rogers Const. Go. of roriland. We work is expected to stert before next
spring. The comirsotors bave not been on the project since blds were
opened.

Rl RIVSR HIGHWAY, PORRST HIGHWAY, FROJCT 5B-1
(Coopers Landing Bridge over Fenal niver)

The neeessary surveying for right-of~way has been practlically com-
pleted, and it was nol necsssary to obiain a cowt order for entry on the
land for maiing the sarvey. MNr. Towle hag besn in vhe office and 1t may
yet be poseible to obtaln the right-of-way withoul resoriing te s sull im
gondemnation by moving the lime & little further into ithe hill away from
Towle's house. Jhis possible solution will be explored furtnsr sfter all
date nocesssry for condesnation heas been obtalned, the originel designed
genterline staked, ete. The result of this line shift would be heavier
grading guantities from the sidehill, but the melerisl could be ussd in
liev of borrow designed for the bridge approsches. The wel resuli would
be an intrease in haul, and possibly the introdustion of siight asdditional
curvature, I this chapge in lime will ensble us to gei the right-of-way
without condemnatlon it will save considerable times, will not cosi appre-
clzbiy more than the present design, spd should be adopled.

SERARD HATNTERANCE OrBERATIONS

The winter thus far has besn uwnusually cold with practically no
snow. (laclering is much worse thsn is usually experienced and practi-
cally all maintenance work has been on the glaciers. One push plow has been
in operation once up to this time. Hesvy snow today promises some relief
from the glaciering and will remquire use of the plows. Some of the main-
benznce personnel have bssn srecting the Girdwood camp and it bas been
necessary o employ some sdditionel men to help the regulsr maintenance
CTrewe .



PERSORNEL

The engineering camp at Eklutna has been nlosed down and the crew
moved to Girdwood, The contractors camp at Portage has closed down and
our crew boarding there has besn moved to Glrdwood, A crew of about five
men will be returned to Fertage vwhen the contractor resumes operations,
probably in January. 4 crew of ten men will bs sent to Junean on Decenber
29 for work on ths survey zt Sitka. At that time the camp at Hile 58 will
be closed down and part of the crew there will go to Sitka and part to
Girdwood, where we expscht %o keep a crew of about twelve men all winter.
I'wo men will remain in Fairbanks on design work through the winter. Five
men from the fleld erews will be on office work in Seward.

The need for very substantial increases in all engineering
personnel will be imperative early next spring if we are to maintain
the competent and rigid inspection and engineering services necessary
to preduce our usual first elass work. YNany additional engineering
asgistents must be employed in order to keep up with and adeguatbely
measure znd pey for the contract ltems, In order to staff the projects
it is felt that rserultment throaghout Public loads and elsewhers by all
known effectlve methods should ba started 2t once and pushed dilipently
throughout the winter, This lack of personnel is the greatest single
obstacle Lo bs overcome in the entire Alaska rowd prograu.

B. ¥, French
iistriet Zngineer

December 21, 1948
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Desember 29, 19,8

703 Fr. d. 5« Bright, Deputy foumissioner, Washingbon, D. C.
RO He fiv Sbeddart, Division Bugineer
SURJIECT: Exzcerpis from Hopthly Report for December 1948 for

Dixvision 10

The project for the vomstruction of e new bridse over the
Eenzl River om Forest Fighwey RBoute Ha. b involves reconsbrustion
on new alipement which in Lurn makes 1t nesessary Lo soguire righk-
of-wey throuch the property of Frask fowle. Joguisition of ripht-of-
way has bheen deferved ponding e deberminztion ef {the proper procadure
to follow teo provess the righb-of-way transier by condermation. A
field survey Lo vorify the original righbeof-way plat hss bLeen come
pleted. The properity owmer is now showing an imbersst in ssitling the
metter without court proogedings and it appears guite poscible that an
azrgement will be reached in the mnesr fuburs on terms nutwelly agree-
gble to the property wwmer aund o the Govermment whieh will pormit the
projest o bs advansed be coastreusbion in dhe enrly spring,.

Hr. Howerd Jdones, Assisbaub CGhiel Enginesr of the Forsst Ssrviee,
completed his fieid survey of the road comstruetion proposed o bs
finaneed by a cpecizl spprepristien. 4t is our upderstunding thet he
hes accépbed the propusal as being sowund in principle and proposes Lo
recommend it Por approval Yo his superiers in Washingbon with a visw o
gbtalining passsze of the nscessary legisletion in the next session of
Congress.

On Decsuber 8, 1948, bids were reesived for the F-2 Sestion of
the Turnagain Arm Project which extends from Peterson Oreek to Potter.
Exeellent compebtitior wss in evidencs with the low bid emowmbing to
82,021,520 by Pex Funey Uompany of Spokane, Yashingbon. Sscond low
bid was received from . F. Lytle Company and Green Construction Com=
pany in the amount of §32,795,35L and third bid was received from
S. Bireh snd Sons Consbruetion Company snd Eorrison~Knudsen Company,
Ince, in the amownt of £3,946,241. The engineer’s estimats wes
§2,910,102, A4werd of the sontract was recommended to the Washinghom
Offies and the award wes made to the low bidder as of December 13, 19L8.
¥While the differsnece betweses the low snd the sesond low bid was rather
large, teking inlo wceount the low bidderts experience and f{inancial
responsibility, it is believed that he will carry the comtract o
completion without undue difficulty.
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The Aleske Road Commission made the suggesstion just before bids
wors opened that the contract be exscuted with thel orgegization rathsr
than the Public Reads Administretion as they Palt thet greater flexi-
bility imn edministration of funds would result which would permit them
to edvanca soms other activities in which they ere interssted. Thors
did not seem to be suffisient merit in this suggeetion to justify so
extensive & change in bhe sonbract procedures, perdleuiarly in view of
the limited time &vailabls in whieh to petify the contrastor and the
contract wus thorefore exesuted as originally intendads It is our under-
sbanding that the Road (ommission has tramsferrsd the conbract subthorldy
made available by %Hhe basic legislation to fimesnee ths conbtracts administered
by the Publis Hrads Aduimiasbration.

At & msebing in Anchorage on bescember 17, 19L8, an sgreement was
reached with representatives of the Alagks RBeilroad and the Alaske [Hoad
Gommission that an alternate desgign prepared by the Rallread providiag
for & new railroad grade exisndinge from Indlan to Potber based on six
degree meximum curvabure for the railrosd which would perwmit the high-
way Lo oopupy the present razilroad grade would bs adopied for Ssgtion &
of the Turnagein Arm Project. ¥hile this desipgn 1s something in excess
of #1,000,000 more costly to comstruet than possible albermate linss
sither gbove The existing railrosd or opn the bay side of the existing
railroad, its many advenitages over sither slbternsbe sre belleved 4o
warrant this spleciien in spite of iis somowhet greater sost. ¥ith the
adopblion of v design for this section, the Aleska Reilresd will proceed
with preparation of fipsl plass and ezpschts to adverilse the projeet for
bids in about two or thres mombbs, or early emough to pesrmit the work te
be eomplebed in 1950.

Suamarizing the probuble costs of the work slready conbrasted and
taking inbe aoccount the sdditliomml work te complete the project, there 1s
indiested to be an overrun of nearly £5,000,000 over the original esbimate.
The negessary additional funds will he reguested in the regular Inberior
Departeent sppropriaztion Bill o flnance the remsinder of the work.

The Alaske Road Commission has made good propgpess in costracting
for the prosursment of the maberisls necessery for the tank farms other
than the storage banks, which have been trensferred from the Bavy at the
point of storage ab Port Hueneme. The design was made by & consulbing
firm in 3an Francisco, vnder 8 separate conbract covering this phase of
the setivities. The mabarials contract as nobed was hapdled by ths
Alaska Road Commission as will be the eremation of the facilities s the
two btark ferms &b Valdes and Anchorage. For the latter conbract, bids
were opened on December 10, 1948, et the Rosd Commission office in
duneau. Twe bids were recelived, the lowest of which was from 8. Bireh
end Sons Construction Company and Xorrisom-Kandsen Company in the
amount of $1,28%,404.95 end wes rether substentially in execess of the
engineer's estimate of §79l,227. After soveral days comsideration, the
Read Commission swarded the coniracit Lo the low bidder, who acospled a



reduction sgual to the freight on meberisls frow Zesbtle Ho the job

site, in view of the exigency which demanded thal the work be underitaksn
at the esrliest possible dete in view of the sgrious somplication whieh
would certeinly result shounld the Government be unable teo furnicsh the
aephalt for the road eonbracts. Certain aliernabtives neturselly presented
themselves among which a more reslistile estimels world probebly have
resulted in sesling down the sise of the instellebion Lo meke e saving

en the initisl costs which would be offset to some exbtent by the higher
costls of delivery of smaller guanktities of maberials at movre freguent
intervals. The high cosbs of the sborage tenks will seoricusly reduce the
economises antlieipated by bnlk handling of the meberials, bub will nob,
for bthe guantitiss involved, rusult in 2 oust in excess of paclaze

hapdl iﬁg -

On hLecember 15, (olomel Baves ¢f the Alusks Rewd fommission held
en open hearing in Pairbanks Yo develop publie cpinmien regarding the
advisebility of msinteluing the principsl roade open bhirougheut the
winber for trusk heuling. I% was inbended to determive the volume of
neuling bo be apbieipabed in terms of Srusk lomds and freight volumese.
Yo indleste the smpport for opsnipg the principel romds through the
movwrteins ab sush points s Thompson and Isabslla Passes on the
Richardason Highway and Chilket Pass opn the Bainss Highwey, interested
firms of truskers, bus compaviea, and oporstors of dock fmcilities were
requestod Ho melte stetements regarding the sontribubtions in eamsh, eguip-
ment or labor forces which bhey would make seailable for the purpose. It
appoarad thet the support eveilsble would be only & fracticmal part of
the eost to be entisipabed, slthewgh it would bs subsbantial when viewed
from the stendpeint of the trusk operabors. The trucking firms were
guite poaitive that large volumes sould be hauled over the Thompson Pass
during the winber and would be in exsess of 2,000 tons per month, It is
interesting Lo nobe That the opsrabors hed no consern sbout opersbing
heavy sguipment on the exicting sbeep grades uvader the mdverss wasther
conditions anbtieipated., The moct ecomvineing arpument, in théir opinion,
eppeared to bs the Tegling that the high eost of the highway justified
yvear=round operebicn rather than operstion on only a short ssasonable
basise The impression gained from the meeting wae that the development
of winter snow remsvel program had the support of ths bruek operaters
and hes merit from defonss and developmert consliderations rather than
awy possibility that an immediste econumics benelit would be rezlized.

The weather for the months of Octvher, Hovember and Desember for
the area has besn sufliciently wmusuzl %o justbify cumsont. Through
Oetober and inte mid-Eovember, there was an 2lmost sontinual rainy
spell, greatly cxeseding the normsl reimfell for tikis ssason &nd for
thie next thirty deys, it wes unssasopebly ecld, with Tempersbures in
the Juneav ares ranging from minus five Gegress 0 plus fifteen desrssse
About Deesmber 1%, the Lomperaiure hesems more mederabs and show hes
fallen slmost sontinuocusly einee that dabe. The effest has been to
result in shubtiing down of conslruction on the sebtive projeets two



“ly -

weoks Yo & month earlier than had hesn antleipated. In spite of this
hendicap, progress on the contrasts for the Road Commisslon exbending
eesterly from Anchorege and south from Fairbanks has been guite sabipe
fectory, parbieularly so on the lather contract on which the sentractor
has perfermed work of & valus of nsarly one~hslf million dollars sinse
work was startod on Debober 12, 1918.

In addition to the weabther, the contractors have been impeded
by delays resulting ITrom transportabion diffisulties of which the
principal one was the coasb-wise sbrike which bezan on Ssptember | and
lasted ninety-five deys. Afber the strike problems were apparently
solved, shipping wes rosumed snd oontinusd Tor thres wesks, bub has
apgain suffeorsd encther, but less wide, shut-dewn due to ancther strike
eaused by jurisdictional problems. THandlinz of business has been
impeded by limited air bransport movements caused by adverse weabther
with reseipt of air mail being delaved as much g8 & week or ten deys.





