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December 29, 1918

TOs Dre Le I, Howes, Chief, Sestern Headquarters, San Francieso,
Gelifornia

FRORs H. A. Stoddart, Division Engineer

SUBJECT: Monthly Report for December 19))8 for Divieion 10

The Porest Highway activities heve been quite limited fer
the month of December with the movement of a party from the construo-
tien projects in the Anchorage area to Sitka to begin the survey
necessery for the proposed reconstruction of the exishine road
extending south from Sitke for approximately six and one<helf miles
te serve the proposed future industrial development representing the
only progress in the field. ‘The field parby will consist of ten wen
and it will require ebout three months ta perform the work,

The project for the construction of a new bridge over the
Kenai River on Perest Highway Route Hey 5 involves reconstruction on
new alignment which in tura mikes it nesessary to usquire righteof~
way through the property of Frank Towle. Acquisition of right-ef-mey
hes been deferred pending a determination of the proper procedure to
follow to presess the righb-of-way transfer by condemnation. A field
survey to verify the original

seht~ofway plat has been completed.
The property omer ia now showing anterest in settling the matter
without court proseedings and 1t appears guite possible that sn agree-
ment Will be reached in the near. fubure on terms mutually agreeableto the property owner and to the Government which will permit the
project te be advanced te construction im the early spring.

Mr. Howard dones, Assistant Chief Engineer of the Forest
Servies soupleted hie field survey of the road sonstruction prapased
to be financed by « special appropriation. It is our understanding
thet he has accepted the proposal as being sound in principle and
proposes to regommend it for approval to nie superiors in Seaehington
with a view to obtaining passage of the necessary legislation in“the
next seseion of Congress.

On December 8, 1918, bids were received for the F<2 Section of
the Ternacain Arm Project «hich extends fros. Petersen Creek to Totter.
Excellent competition was in evidense with the low bid amounting te
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$2,1:21,928 by Max Kuney Company of Spokane, Washington. Second lew
bid was received from ¢. F. Lytle Sompany and Green Construction
Gompany in the emapnt of $3,795, 35) and third bid was received from
B. Birch and Sons!‘onstruction Company and Morrison-Enudsen Company,
Ince im the amount! of $3,9)6,2)1. The engineer's estimate was
$2,910,102, Awardof the contract was recommended to the Washington
Office and the award was mada to the low bidder as of Denember 15,
1948. While the difference between the lew and the second low bid
was rather

large, taking into eecoumt the low bidder's experience and
financial responsibility, ib is,Melleved that he will carry the son-
tract to

completion
without undue difficulty.

The Aleskeoad Comission made the suggestion just before bids
were opened thet he contract be executed with that organisation rather
then the Public jzosds Adainistration as they felt thet greater flexibility
in adninistrationof funds would result which would permit them to
advance some other dotivities in whioh they are interested. There did
net seen to be sutfielent merit in this suggestion te justify se exten-
sive 2 chance im the contract presedure, particularly in view of the
limited tine evallable in which to notify the sentractor and the son=
tract was

therefore ,executed as originally intended. It is our wmder-
standing that/the Road Commission has transferred the contract authority
nade availablé by the basie legislation te fimance the caontractea
aimini stered ay the):Public Reads Administration.

H
Ab a neeting, in Anchorage on December 17, 1945, an agreement

was reachedwith representatives of the Alaska Readlrosad and“ghe Aleska
Road Comsi.s¢ion that

an alternate design prepared by the Railroad pro-
viding for @ new r@ilroed grade extending from Indien to Potter based
on six degtee maxinion curvature for the railroad which would permit
the highway to oooupy the present railroad grade would be adopted for
SectionG/of the Tyymagainu Arm Project, While this design is something
in excess of $1,00),000 more costly to sonstruct than possible alternate
lines either above!the existing railroad or on the bay side of the

:z railroad,’ its many advantages over either alternate are believed
ts warrantthis sgleotion in epite of its somerhat greater cost. ith
the ad tion of a design for this section, the Alaske Railroad will

ith propgration of final plens and expects to advertise the
‘projes fer bids jn about two or three months, or early enough to per
met the work to

be
p completes

in 1950.

op
proceedwi

Suanarizi : the probeble costs of the work already contracted
and taking inte abpount the additional work to complete the prejest,
there is indicated :t6 be an overrun of nearly §5,000,000, over the
original estimate.| The necessary additictial funds will be requested
in the regular Interior Department appropriation bill to finance the
remainger of the watk.



The Alaske Road Gounission has made goad progress in contracting
for the pracursenent of the meterials necessary for the tenk farme other
than the storazre tanks, which heve besn trancferred from the Navy at
the point of storace at Port Hueneme. The design we made by a con=
sulting firm in San Francisco, under a separate contract covering this
phase of the activities. The materials contract as noted was hendisd by
the Alacka Road Commission as will be the erection of the fecilities at
the two tank farms et Valdes and Anchorare. For the latter contrast,
bids were opened on December 10, 1948, at the Road Commission office in
Juneau. Two bids were received, the lewest of which wea from §. Birch
and Sons Construction Company end Horrison-Knudsen Company in the
amount of £1,283,)):.95 and was rather substentielly in excess of the
engineer's estimate of £791:,227. After several days consideration, the
Read Commission awarded the sontrast to the low biddes, who aosepted a
reduction equal te the freight on material from Seattle to the jeb site,
in view of the exigeney which demanded that the work be undertaken at
the earliest possible date in view of the serious complication which
would serbainly reanlt should the Government be unable to furnish the
asphalt for the read contracts. Gertain alternatives naturally pre-
sented themselves among which a more realistic estimate would probably
have resuited in scaling down the size of the installation to make e saving
on the initiel costs which would be offset to some extent by the higher
costs of delivery ofsmaller quantities of materials et more frequent
intervals. The high eosts of the sterare tanks will seriously reduce
the economies anticipated by bulk handling of the materials, but wili
net, for the quantities involved, result in a cest in ezeess of packers
handling»

On Decenber 15, Colonel Noyes of the Alaska Road Commission held
an open hearing in Fairbanks te develop petlie opinion regarding the
advisability of maintaining the principal reeds open throughout the
winter for truck hauling. It was intended to determine the volume of
hauling to be anticipated in terme of truck loade and freight volumes.
fo indieate the support for opening the principal reads through the
mountains at sush pointe as Thompson and Isabelle Passes on the
Richardson Highway and Chilkat Pass on the Haines Righwey, interested
firms of truckers, bus companies, and operators of dook facilities were
requested to make stetemants regarding the contributions in cash, equip=-
ment or labor ferces which they would make available for the purpese. I%
appeared that the support available would be only a fractional part of the
eost to be antisipated, although it would be substantial when viewed from
the standpoint of the truck operaters. The trucking firms were quite
positive that large yolumes could be hauled over the Thompson Pass during
the winter end would be in excese of 2,000 tons per month. Tt is
interesting tic note that the operaterse had no coneern about operating
heavy equipment on the existing steep grades under the adverse weather
sonditions antbieipated. The most convincing argument, in their opinion,
appeared te be the feeling thet the high cost of the highwey justified
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year-roumd operation rather than operation on only a short seasonal
basis. The impression gained fram the meeting was that the development
of winter snow removal program had the support of the truck operatore
end has merit from defenne and development coneiderations rather than
any possibility that ean immediate economic benefit would be realisade

The weather for the months ef Osteber, November and Deoember fer
the aroa has been sufficiently unusual to justify comment. Through
QOateber and into mid-Novemver, there wae an almost eontinuel rainy spell,
erestly exceeding the normal rainfell for this season end for the next
thirty deys, it was unssasonably cold, with temperatures in the Juneau
area ranging from minus five degrags to plus fifteen degrees. About
Decenber 13, the temperature became more moderate and snew has fallen
almost continuously since thet dete. fhe effect has been to result in
shutting down of construction on the active prejests two weeke to a
month earlier than hed been anticipated. In spite of this handicap,
progress on the contracte for the Road Commission extending easterly
from Anchorage and south from Fairbanks has been quite satiafsotory,
particularly so on the latter contract on which the contractor has per-
formed workof a value of nearly one«half million dollers sinoe worl
was started on Ooteber 12, 19,6,

in addition to the weather, the oontractors have been impeded by
deleys resulting from transportation difficulties of whioh the prineipal
one was the soast~-wiese strike which began on September |; and lasted
ninety-five days, After the atrike problems were apparently solved,
shipping was resumed and continued for three weeks, bub has again
sufferad another, bub lece wide, shut-down due to another strike caused
by jurisdictional problemse Handling of business has been impeded by
limited air transport movements caused by adverse weather with receiptof gir mail being deleyed as much as a week or ten days

» There ave attached the monthly reports of the Distriot Engineers,
but due to the leck of change in the stetus of conetrustion projesta,
we are not submitting the graphs attached to the last report as no
significant progress has been made.

Attachments
HAS:rb
cc Dr. Hewes



PUBLIC ROADS ADKINISTRATION
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NARRATIVE REPORT FOR
DECRIBER 1946

TURNAGAIN ARM PROJECTS

Sections C & D - Hile 56 to Guartz Creek

All work on Projects C & D was suspended on November 20 due to cold
weather, equipment breakdowns and the fact that the road to the project from
the Kile 58 camp was practically impassable, Very little effort has been ex~
pended in providing drainage and grading for a satisfactory haul road over
the south end of Frojects ¢ and DP and the result was that operations becanie
virtually impossible when the cold weather started freezing the streams.
Gonsiderable difficulty is expected next year in getting to the work near
the summit. The contractor talks of resuming grading with one shovel and
two trucks in January, but because of his past performance it seems rather
doubtful that he will make substantial progress under winter conditions.

Section E - Guarts Creek to rortage

Piling for the trestles on Seetion E was driven until December 13,
when work was suspended and the crew went to the States for the holideys.
It is expected thet pile driving and clearing will be resumed in January.
Section D can be more readily reached from the south end of Section E at
the mouth of Quarts Greek than from the summit at the north end ef Section
€, so it is now the plan of the contractor to work up Guerts Creek on D
instead of working down from the summit, as originally planned.

Section = Fortage to Peterson Greek

All work on Section F-l was suspended during the week ending November
20. fFractically no work has been accomplished on this seetion except the
pile driving and capping of timber bents on two timber bridges.

Sections € & DB, E and Fel - General

The work involved in Sections C &D, E and F-1, ali under contract to
Lytle and Green, is not more than 15% complete with more than 30% of the time
used to December 31, 1948. There is no opportunity remaining to make sub-
stantial progress before the month of May. Progress on all three ‘contracts
has been reported unsetisfactory and the contractor so notified. The con-
tractor has been handicapped to some degree by strikes, but it is feit that
he has not done all he should and could readily have done to improve progress.
The bridge sub-contractors, Hunter and Fhillips, have made much better progress
on the structures than has been made on the grading.



Section F-2 - Peterson Creek to Indian

Max J, Kuney, the low bidder on Section F-2, has not been on the project
since the bid opening and his plans for handling the project are not known. A

complete camp for our engineering forces is being set up at Girdwood, and con-
siderable staking on this section is expected to be done this winter.

Section G - Indian to FoiLer

Agreement was reached with the Railroad regarding the construction of
this section on December 17. A line along the shore with the highway depart-~
ing from the railroad both horizontically and vertically where economy
dictates was the compromise line agreed to. Kedesign by the Railroad of its
original 6° line, estimated to cost in excess of $12,000,000, and use of the
old railroad grade by the highway resulted in reduction of the total estimate
to about $8,500,000. Additional curvature aggregating about 200° was intro-
duced in the newly projected railroad line; the maximm curvature was kept at
6°. The maximum curve on the highway line will be 12°. All grades will be
very light. It will be necessary to obtain additional funds to finance this
project, Bids are expected to be received by the railroad, probably next
spring or early summer, and construction will likely take about two full
years.

GLENN HIGHWAY

Section 4 - Anchorage to Palmer

Good progress was nade on this section by Etock and Grove, subcontractors
on the grading, considering that the work did not start until October 4 and was
suspended because of bad weather on November 18. The ratic of percent completed
to percent of time used 1s unfavorable, but because of the short time the pro-
ject was active, and the efficient manner in which the contractor organized his
work, this unfavorable ratio is not considered serious. The contractor has
placed practically all borrow required for cushion and Leveling of the existing
grade line between the Knik Hiver Bridge and Palmer. This piece is the north
ten miles of the project. Jt can be made ready for placing crushed base course
in a matter of « few days in the spring, end placing of plant mix can rapidly
follow. With this ten mile section practically ready for surfacing operations
now it appears that the contractor has the project in shape to make a very
ereditable showing next year. Very substantial progress was made this year
eliso on the heavy grading section north from the Fort Hichardson boundary. The
eight and one~half mile section through Fort Richardson that is to be added by
change order or supplemental agreement has had the necessary survey completed
and the design is under wey.

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

Section A - Fairbanks to Harding Lake

Exceptional progress has been made on this project, considering the late
start and the cold weather which oecurs in this latitude. jfiork was started
October 12 and was suspended on December 3, During that period the contractor
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earned about $470,000.00. The rock borrow sub-basé designed on the first
thirteen miles south of Fairbanks has been completed except for about two
and one-half miles. The high bid price on borrow and haul is to some ex-
tent responsible for the large amount earned.

Section B - Harding Lake to Big Veita

This section was awarded to &. Bireh & Sons Construction Co, and
Horrison-Knudsen Uo,, the sane contractors whe have Section A of the Glenn
Highway and Section A of the Richardson Highway. No construction is active
or expected to be until next spring.

ALASKA HEGiWAY

Section B - Johnsen River to Tok Junetion

This section of the Alaska Highway has been awarded to Kabler Bros,
and Rogers Const. Co. of rortland. No work is expected to start before next
spring. The contractors have not been on the project since bids were
opened.

RENAL RIVAR HIGHWAY, POREST HIGHWAY, FROJEOT 58-1
(Goopers Landing Bridge over Kenal iver)

The necessary surveying for right-of-way has been practically com-
pleted, and it was not necessary to obtain a cow't order for entry on the
dand for making the survey. Mr. Towle has been in the office and 1t may
yet be posalible to obtain the right-of-way without resorting to a suit in
condemnation by moving the line a little further into the hill away fron
Tewle's house, This possible solution will be explored further after all
data necessary for condemnation has been obtained, the originel designed
centerline staked, ete. The result of this Line shift would be heavier
grading quantities from the sidehill, but the materisl] eculd be used in
liev of borrow designed for the bridge approaches. The net result would
be an increase in haul, and possibly the introduction of slight edditional
curvature, if this change in line will enable us to get the right-of-way
without condemnation it will save considerable time, will not cost appre-
clably more than the present design, and should be adopted.

SEWARD MAINTENANC® OFERATIONS

The winter thus far has been unusually cold with practically no
snow. Glaciering is much worse than is nsually experienced and practi-
cally all maintenance work kas been on the glaciers. One push plow has been
in operation once up to this time. feavy snow today promises some relief
from the glaciering and will require use of tne plows. Some of the main-
tenance personnel have been erecting the Girdwood camp and it has been
necessary to employ some additionel men to help the regular maintenance
crews.



PERSONNEL

The engineering camp at Eklutna has been closed down and the crew
moved to Girdwood, The contractors camp at Portage has closed down and
our crew boarding there has bean moved to Girdwood, A crew of about five
men will be returned to Portage when the contractor resumes operations,
probably in January. A crew of ten men will be sent to Juneau on December
29 for work on the survey at Sitka. At that time the camp at Mile 58 will
be closed down and part of the crew there will go to Sitka and part to
Girdwood, where we expect to keep a crew of about twelve men all winter,
Two men wiil remain in Fairbanks on design work through the winter. Five
men from the fleid crews will be on office work in Seward.

. The need for very substantial increases in all engineering
personnel will be imperative early fiext spring if we are to maintain
the competent and rigid inapection and engineering services necessary
to preduce our usual first class work. Many additional engineering
assistants must be employed in order to keep up with and adequately
measure and pey for the contract items. In order to staff the projectsit is felt that reerultment throughout Public HKoads and elsewhere by all
known effective methods should ba started at once and pushed diligently
throughout the winter. This lack of personnel is the greatest single
obstacle to be overcome in the entire Alaska roud program.

B. &, Franch
iristrict ingineer

December 21, 1948
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KOVIVIGES TH We FUR DIVISIO“ PRR
FOK ThE BOLE OF DECEEEER 71.064
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There vera no -¢hive aonebruction prajeete in the Juncun District
auring the month of locember.

fhe weether wes umusucliy sdveres during the month of becenher
el], the welatenance projects in Jouthenstern aAloake reoparied

extremely oanld wexther ond unvaunlly heswy snowTslla. « eongidereble
emount oF sverbline work by the melnvenconee efews ene BaneRRary Bo

keen the ronds open.

nad

Boudier of Aighway construction te be Pinenced Pram @ proposed
apeeial evproprintion vere gontinved ond 2 tentative echedule of
eupyey, design tnd eonubrugtion waa prepares-

fhe mip develepment vrogras wie againdiscaesed with the Forest
Seryies, who reperbe thet there ia no apparent thanes In the plans of
she interested ovlp commmies and, therefore, the Forest Service feels
penfident that the pregrem vill be follewed fe previously indleated.

i Highway Freject 1-37.83, shich severs releosticn of Tenesas
Highesy dn the viginity of geasde Ceve, in sonnection with the proposed
wewlp plem in thet .spea, wae disqussed in detail wits the design suction
ef the Pdvigion Offien, Prenerations te aut thate gurvey sork in the
vicinits of S4tke in eennesetion wlth the pulppreerum in thet rea vere
semuleted avring the month ond it is exerted that eurvey work «hil
bagin immediately after ine new year.



Divis.sion"Ben

Decenber 23, 1948

TO; Hr. d. 5. Bright, Deputy Commissioner, Washington, BD. 6.

FROK: H. fA. Stoddart, Division Engineer

SUBUECT s Exeerpte from Hoathly Report for Deasnber 1948 for
Division 10

The preject for the tongtructien ef a new brides orer the
Kenai River on Forest Bghway Route Noe. 5 invelves reconstruction
on new

alignment Which in turn makes it nevessary te acquire right-
ofsway throurhthe property of Frank Towle. Acquisition of righteof-
way hes been deferred pending a determination ef the proper procedure
to follow to protess the right-ofeway transfer by condemnation. A
fielé survey te verify the original right-of-wey plat hes been come=

pleted. The property omer is now showing an interest in settling the
matter without court proosedings and it appears quite pescible thet an
epreement will be reached in the near fubure on terms mutually agree-
able to the property owner and te the Government which will permit the
projest to be advansed to comstrugtion in the early spring.

Mr. Howard Jones, Assistant Chief Engineer of the Forsst Service,
eoupleted his field survey of the road construction proposed te be
financed by a special appropriation. ig is our understanding thet he
hee accepted the proposal as being sound in principle and propeses te
recommend it for approval to his superlers in Rashington with a view te
obtaining pansaze of the necessary legislation in the next session of
CONEEREo

On Deseuber 8, 198, bids were reewived for the Fe2 Sestion of
the Turnagain Arm Project which extends from Peterson Creek to Potter.
Excellentcompetition was in evidences with the low bid amounting to
82,1:21,9258 by Max Kuney Company of Spokane, Washington. Second low
bid was received from ¢. F. Lytie Company and Green Construction Con-
pany in the amount of $3,795,355; and third bid was received from
8. Birch and Sons Construction Company and Moerrison-Knudsen Company,
Ince, in the amount of $3,916,211. The engineer's estimate was
$2,910,102. Award of the eontract was recommended to the Hashington
Office and the award wes made to the low bidder as of December 13, 1948.
While the difference between the low and the second low bid was rather
large, taking into account the low bidder's experience and financial
responsibility, it is believed that he will cerry the contract to
completion without umdue difficulty.



The Alaska Road Commission made the suggestion just before bids
were opened that the contract be executed with that organization rather
than the Public Roads Administration as they felt thet greater flexi-
bility in administration of funds would result which would permit them
to advance some other activities in which they are interestede There
did not seem to be suffisient merit in this suggestion to justify so
extensive « change in the sontract procedure, particularly in view of
the limited time evailable in which te netify the econtrastor end the
contract was therefore exesuted as originally intended. Zt is our under-
standing that the Road Gommission has transferred the contract authority
made available by the basic legislation to finances the contracts edninistered
by the Publis Reads Adwinistration.

At a meeting in Anchorage on Lecember 17, 1948, an agrecnent Wan
reached with ropresentatives of the Alaska Railroad and the Alaske Road
Commission that an alternate decign prepared by the Railread providing
for @ new railroad grade extending from Indian to Potter based on Six
degree maximum ocurveture for the railrosd which would permit the high=
way to ocoupy the present railroad grade would be adopted for Section &
of the Turnagein Arn Projeot. While this design is something in exeess
ef $1,000,000 more costly to construet than possible alternate lines
either ebove the existing railroad or on the bay side of the existing
railroad, its many advantages over either alternete are believed to
warrant this selection in spite of its somewhat greater cost. the
adoption of a design for this section, the Alaska Railread will proseed
with préparation of final plans end expects to advertise the projeet for
bids in about two or three months, or early enough to permit the work te
be completed in 1950.

Summarizing the probable costs of the work already contracted and
teking inte account the additionsl work te complete the project, there is
indieated to be en everrun of nearly 85,000,000 ever the original estimate.
The necessary additional funds will he requested in the regular Interior
Departuent appropriation bili to Finance the remainder of the work.

The Alaske Road Commission has made good progress in sontrecting
for the procurement of the materials necessary for the tank farms other
than the storage tanks, which have been transferred from the Bavy at the
point of storage at Port Hueneme. The design was made by a oonsulbing
firm in San Francisco, under a separate contract covering this phase of
the activities. The materials contract as noted was handled by the
Alaska Road Commission as will be the ereetion of the facilities at the
two tenk farms at Yaidez and Anchorage. For the latter contract, bids
were opened on December 10, 1918, eat the Road Commission office in
duneau. Two bids were received, the lowest of which was from §. Bireh
end Sons Construction Company and Horrison-Knudsen Company in the
amount of £1,233,110:.95 and was rether substantially in exeess of the
engineer's estimate of $79,227. After several days consideration, the
Read Commission awarded the contract to the low bidder, who accapted a
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reduction equal to the freight on materials from Seattle to the job
site, in view of the exigency which demanded that the work be underteken
at the earliest possible dats in view of the serious complication which
would certainly result should the Government be unable te furnish the
asphalt for the road contracts. Certain alternatives neturally presented
themseives among which a more realistic estimate would probably have
resulted in sealing down the sise of the instellation to make @ saving
on the initiel costs which would be offset to some extent by the higher
costs of delivery of smaller quantities of materiais at more frequent
intervals. The hish costs of the storage tanks will seriously reduce ths
economies anticipated by bulk handling ef the materials, but will not,
for the ovuantities involved, result in a cast in exeers of paghkarce
handling«

Om besember 15, Colonel Hayes of the Alaske Read Gommission held
anu Open hearing im Fairbanks te develop public opinion regarding the
advisability of maintaining the principsl reads open throughout the
winter for trusk hauling. 1% wes intended to determine the volume of
hauling to be anbicipated in terms of truck loads and freight volumese
To indicate the suppert for opening the principal roads through the
mountains a& such points es Thompson and Isabella Pesses on tha
Richardson Highway and Chilket Pass on the Haines Highway, interested
firms of truckers, bus scompaniesa, and operators of dock facilities were
requested to make statements regarding the vontributions in cash, equip-
ment or labor foress which they would make evailatle for the purpose. It
epposred thet the suppert evailable would be only & fractional part of
the sont to be anticipated, although it would be substantial when viewed
from the etandpoint of the truck operators. The trucking firms were
quite positive that larce volumes sould be hauled ever the Thompson Pass
during the winter and would be in exeess of 2,009 tons per month. It is
interesting te note that the operaters had no conserm about operating
heavy equipment on the existing steep grades under the adverse weather
conditions anticipated. The most sonvincing argument, in their opinion,
appeared to be the feeling that the high cost of the highway justified
year-round operebion rather than operstion on only ea short seasonable
basis. The impression gained from the meeting was that the development
of winter snow removal program had the suppert of the truek operators
and has merit from defense and developmert considerations rather then
auy possibility that an immediate economics benefit would be realized.

The weather for the months of October, November and December for
the erea has been sufficiently umusuzl to justify comment. Through
Qebeber and inte mid-November, there was an almost sontinual rainy
spell, gresatiy exceading the normal rainfall for this season and for
the next thirty days, it wes umssasonably ccld, with temperatures in
the duneau area ranging from minus five degress to plus fifteen dezrees.
About December 14, the temperature hecame more moderate and snow has
fallen slmost sontinueusly since that dete. The effect has been to
result in shutting down of conetrustion on the active projects tro
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weeks to a month earlier than had been anticipated. In apite of this
hendieap, progress on the contracts for the Road Comission extending
easterly from Anchorage and south from Fairbanks has been quite satine
fectory, parbieularly so on the letter contract on which the contractor
has performed work of e« value of nearly one<half million dollars since
work was started on Oeteber 12, 191)8.

In addition to the weather, the contractors have been impeded
by delays resulting from transportation difficulties of which the
principal one was the coast-wise strike which began on September |, and
lasted ninety-five days. After the strike problems were apparently
sOlvad, shipping was resumed end continued for thres weeks, but has
apein suffersd another, but less wide, shut-dewn due to another strike
caused by jurisdictional problems. Handling of business has been
impeded by limited air transport movements sensed by adverse weather
with reseipt of air mail being delayed as much eg a week or ten deyse




