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FRONT COVER

As Russians explored areas new to them in Alaska, they
presented bronze crests to Alaskan Natives that were sim-
ilar in appearance to that ullustrated on the cover. The

reat Land.
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INTRODUCTION

The records of the Alaska Road Commission are the primary
official record of the man-made environment in Alaska from
1905 to 1957. The Alaska Road Commission (ARC) is also
appropriately titled the Board of Road Commissioners for
Alaska. Both designations were officially sanctioned. The
Board came into being by virtue of an Act of Congress approved
January 27, 1905 (33 Stat. 616), as amended by an Act of
Congress dated May 14, 1906 (34 Stat. 192). The Board was
organized May 15, 1905, and functioned from then until
Statehood in 1957. It was the construction arm of the fed-
exal and Territorial governments in Alaska.

Prior to the organization of the ARC in 1905, there were in
the whole of Alaska less than a dozen miles of what might
be called wagon read, and a few hundred miles of pioneer
trail that had mostly been constructed by expeditions spon-
sored by the War Deparment. Travel was largely confined to
the open waterways in summer and frozen water courses, or
overland, in winter. From this truly humble beginning, the
ARC oversaw the development of the routes of travel; the
beacon lights for navigation along the coast; the bridges
over rivers; roads in new wilderness townsites, in national
monuments, and at the base of Mount McKinley; development of
rights of way for railways; and facilities for steamboat
travel on the major river systems; as well as completion of
construction of the Alaska Railroad.
Not only did the ARC build, but its work was methodicaily
recorded, so that its progress and needs could be communi-
cated to executive agency officials and Congressmen in Wash-
ington, D.C. Virtually every act of government that resulted
in construction of buildings or structures, or of modifica-
tion of the environment in Alaska, 1905-1957, was the work
or design of this Commission, its members, or its employees
or agents. Virtually every private act of construction or
effect upon the Alaskan environment during that period of
time, that was not the work of this Commission, was done by
permission of, in cooperation with, or under license granted
by, the Commission, and was recorded by the Commission, photo-
graphers and cartographers.
The bibliography which follows is the first order list of
the published reports of the Commission, from its inception
in 1905 until the end of the first two decades of its work
in 1925. A follow-up bibliography is planned that will list
the published reports from 1926 through 1957. The identifi-
cation and assembly of a complete set of the published reports



the ARC will serve as a base for searching the many
mehes and facilities of the U.S. National Archives for the
uscript documentary records created by’ the Commission,
the warehouse records of the primary funding agencies
t have yet to be deposited in the National Archives.

manuscript record consists of narratives, photographs,
maps--several millions of sheets in extent, at least--
ch constitute the original Commission records. This body
documentation is the major original record of the physical
act, step by step, of government and men, upon the Alaskan
idronment from 1905 to 1957.

ept for annual appropriations for internal administration,
Commission received its funding from the Federal agencies
served as general contractor in Alaska, whose road and
er construction work the Commission planned and Commission
loyees carried out. Many annual reports - or sections of
orts - of the Commission were, therefore, prepared for
lication in the annual reports of the various agencies
viding funds for Commission execution of their individual
egional projects, In order to provide a consistent matrix
this Bibliography, and for those to follow that are
ated to it, the various reports that have been identified
listed are arranged in chronological order by date of
lication, insofar as possible. Each federal agency that
ed such material in the United States National Archives,
its successor(s), continues to be responsible for the

©

wledge of its contents and locations. :
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WILDS P. RICHARDSON
1907

First President, Alaska Road Commission,
1905-1917. (Historical Photegraph Collection,
Archives, University of Alaska, Fairbanks)-
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19057
"Report of Operations for the Season of 1905 (of the Boatd::of Road Commissioners for Alaska)," November 1,.1905,
War Department Annual Report, 1905, Volume 1, pp 291-314.

“Report of Operations for the Season of 1905 (of the Board.
of Road Commissioners for Alaska)," November 1, 1905, U.5.
House of Representative Document 2, 59th Congress ist
Session, Volume 2.

Report of Operations for the Season of 1905 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). 24 pages. November 1,
1905. U.S. House of Representatives Document 2, 72th Con-
gress, lst Session, Volume 2, printed separately.

1906?

"Report of Operations for the Season of 1906 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska}," January 19, 1907, in
u.S. House of Representatives Document 523, 59th Congress,
2nd Session. 39 pages.
Report Of Operations for’ the Season of 1906 (of the Board
or Road Commissionersfor Alaska). January 19, I907. “39

pages. U.S. House of Representatives Document 523, 59th,
Congress, 2nd Session. Printed separately.

,

19078

"Report of Operations for the Season of 1907 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska),'' in War Departmen
Annual Report, 1907, Volume 1, pages 114-T44_ T5073

"Report of Operations for the Season of 1907 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska)," in U.S. House of Re-
presentatives Document 2, 60th Congress, Ist Session, Volume
2, (31 pages}, 1907. 0

Report of Operations for the Season of 1907 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). (31 pages). L907.

_ UTS. House of Representatives Document 2, poth Congress,
lst Session, Volume 2, printed separately.

. 1908

"Report of Operations for the Season of 1908 (of the Board



“3
of Road Commissioners for Alaska), in War Department
Annual Report, 1908, Volume 1, Appendix D, pages 94-116.
C1908).

"Report of Operations for the Season of 1908 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska),"' in U.S. House of Re-
presentatives Document 4942, 60th Congress, 2nd Session,
Volume 10. (23 pages).
Report of Operations for the Season of 1908 (cf the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). (23 pages). (1908).
U.S. House of Representatives Document 1042, 60th Congress,
2nd Session, Volume 10, printed separately.

1909

"Report of Operations for the Season .of 1909 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska)," in U.S. House of Re-
presentatives Document 864, 61st Congress.

2nd Session,
Volume 131. 29 pages. April 18, 1910.

of the BoardReport of Operations for the Season of 1909 ¢

of Road Commissioners for Alaska). 29 pages. April 18,
1910. U.S. House ofRepresentatives Document 864, 61st
Congress, 2nd Session, Volume 131, printed separately. 6

1910

Report of Operations for the Season of 1910 (of the Board
‘of Road Commissionersfor Alaska). 15 pages. 1919.17

1911

Report of Operations for the Season of 1911 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). 29 pages. 1912.18

1912

Report of Operations for the Season of 1912 (of the Beard
of Road Commissionersfor Alaska) - 28 pages. 1912.

191370

Report of Operations for the Season of 1913 (of the Roard
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). 32 pages. 1914.
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1914
Report of Operations for the Season of 1914 (of the Board:
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). 29

PARES
- Washington,

§.C., Government Printing Office. 1914.

iis”?
Report of Operations for the Season of 1915 (of the Board
of RoadCommissioners for Alaska). 20 pages. Washington,
D.C., Government Printing Office. 1915.

1916

Report of Operations for the Season of 1916 (of the Board
of Road Commissioners for Alaska). 20 pages. Washington,D.C., Government Printing Office. 1916.

1917

Report of Operations for thé Season of 1917 (of the Board
o£ Road Commissioners for Alaska). 3/7 pages. Washington,
D.C., Government Printing Office. 1917.

Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau
Public Roads, to theTCS Agriculture. Fiscal year
ended June 30, 1347. g National Forest Roads in
Alaska. (1917).

1918

"Reports upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge, Fiscal Year 1918." In
U.S. Army, Chief of Engineers Annual Report 1918, Extract
JJJ, pages T985-1992 and SBT-3857. 1918.28
Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road Com-
missioners fox Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1918. (25
pages). 1918. U.S. Army, Chief of Engineers Annual Report
1918, Extragg pages 1985-1992and 3841-3857, printed
separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau
of Public Roads to the Secretaryof Agriculture. Fiscal Year
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‘2

ended June 30, 1348. Concerning National Forest Roads in
Alaska. (1918).

1919

"Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1919," in
U.S. Army, Chief of : Amnual Report 1919, Extract
KKK, pages soot 2102 - 888. 1919, 31

Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges, and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1919.
(i7 pages). 1920. U.S. Army, Chief of Engineers Annual
Report 1919, Extrach KKK, pages 2094-2102 and 3871-3888,
printed separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau
of Public Roads to the ot Agriculture. Fiscal
Year ended June 30, [$1 ning National Forest
Roads in Alaska. (1919).

1920

"Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1920." In
U.S. Army, Chief of

Ragincers
Annual Report 1920, Extract

-B, pages 55-67 and 2091- . 1920.

Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau
of Public Roads to the Secretary of Agriculture. Fiscal
Year ended June 30, $920. Concerning National Forest Roads
in Alaska. (1920) .3

1921

"Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military antl
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1921." In
U.S. Army, Chief of Engineers Annual Report 1921, Extract
B, pages 35332. T921. Part I of 2 parts, published
separately.
Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and

and 3871

|

{Alaska
Road

Com
m
ission

Photo,
courtesy

Alaska
H
istorical

Library,
Juneau).

1909

TW
ELVE

M
ILE

RO
AD

H
O
U
SE



*
(n
es
u

10

Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and of other Roads, Tramways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, and
Yelated Works in the Territory ofAlaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska. Annual Report Fiscal Year 1921.
34pages. Maps. Washington, D.C., U.S. Government PringingOffice. 1921. Part II of 2 parts published separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau of
Public Roads to the of Agriculture. Fiscal Year
ended June 30, 1 . ing National Forest Roads in
Alaska. (1921).

192299

“Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaskain Charge. Fiscal Year 1922." In
U.S. Army, Chief of Engineers Annual Report 1922, Extract
DDD, pages 7232-2252. 1922. Part I of.Z parts, published
separately.
Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and
Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and of other Kats, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, andRelated Works In th y of Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners tor Alaska. Annual

Report
Fiscal Year 1922.

101 pages. Maps. Juggau, Alaska. . Part II of Z parts,
published separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau of
Public Roads to the of Agriculture. Fiscal Year
ended June 30, 1932. tng National Forest Roads in
Alaska. (1922).

19239
"Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1923." In
U.S. Army, Chief of Annual Report 1923, Extract 22,
pages 2084-2104. W D.C., Government qinting Office,
1923. Part I of 2 parts, published separately.
Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and
Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and of other Roads, Tramways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, and
Related Works in the Territory of Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska. Annual Report Fiscal Year 1923.
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AT HOLY CROSS, ALASKA

1917

(Alaska Road Commission Photo, courtesy
Alaska Historical Library, Juneau}.

12

Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and of other Roads, Tramways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, andrelated Works in the Territory of Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska. Annual Report Fiscal Year 1921.
54 pages. Maps. Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Pring ingOffice. 1921. Part II of 2 parts published separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau ofPublic Roads to the Secretary ofAgriculture. Fiscal Year
ended June 30, 19¢l. Concerning National Forest Roads in
Alaska. (1921).

192299

"Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1922." In
U.S. Army, Chief of. Engineers Annual Report 1922, Extract
DDD, pages $632-2252. 1922. Part Lt.of.2 parts, published
separately.

,

Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and
Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Tratis;
and of other Roads, Tramways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, and
Related Works in the of Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Ala aL Report Fiscal Year 1922.
LOL pages. Maps. Juneau, Alaska. TODD, Part Il of 2 parts,
published separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau ofPublic Roads to the Secretary ofAgriculture. Fiscal Year
ended June 30, 1922. Concerning National Forest Roads in
Alaska. (1922).

19233
“Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1923." In
U.S. Army, Chief of i Amnual Report 1923, Extract 22,
pages 2084-2104. W D.C., Government ppinting Office.
1923, Part I of 2 parts, published separately.
Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and
Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and of other Roads, Tramways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, and
Related Works in the Territory of Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska. Annual Report Fiscal Year 1923,

Li
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AT HOLY CROSS, ALASKA

1917

(Alaska Road Commission Photo, courtesy
Alaska Historical Library, Juneau).

12

y-

131 pages. Maps. ungau, Alaska. 1923. Part II of 2 parts,
published cepepciely
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of the Chief of the Bureau of
Public Roads to the Secretar of __—_ . Fiseal Year_ended June30,2 1923. Concerning est Roads in
Alaska. (1923).

1924

"Report upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1924,"" In
U.S. Army, Chief of Engineers Annual Report 1924, Extract 2Z,
pages 2067-2085. Washington, D.C., Government Printing 47Office. 1925. Part I of 2 parts, published separately.
Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and
Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and or other Roads, Tramways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, and
related Worksin the Territory of Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska. Annual Report Fiscal Year 1924.
166 pages. Maps. Juneau, Alaska. Daily gmpire Print. 1924.
Part II of 2 parts, published separately.
Bureau of Public Roads, Report of.

The Chief of the Bureau
of Public Roads to the Se¢réetary” .Fiscal Year
ended June 30, 1964.

|
Concerning Nat Roads in

Alaska. (1924),

192590

"Repert upon Construction and Maintenance of Military and
Post Roads, Bridges, and Trails, Alaska. Board of Road
Commissioners for Alaska in Charge. Fiscal Year 1925." In
U.S, Army, Chief of Engineers Annual Report 1925, Extract
ZZ, pages 1987-1999. F575. Part L of 5 parts, published
separately.
Alaska Road Commission, Report upon the Construction and
Maintenance of Military and Post Roads, Bridges and Trails;
and of otherRoads, Tranways, Bridges, Ferries, Trails, and
xyélated Worksin thena” Alaska. Board of Road_Commissioners for Alal al Report Fiscal Year 1925.
Ti3"pages. Maps. “Juneau, Alaska.™~ Daily Fopire Print. 1925.
Part Il of 2 parts, published separately.”
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2 See Number 7798, page 434 in: James Wickersham, A

Footnotes to the Text
1 See also: A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit-
ting, with a letter from the Chief of Engineers, a prelim-
inary report of a survey and estimate for a wagon road from
Valdez to Fort Egbert, in Alaska, and of a military trail
between the Yukon River and Coldfoot, Alaska. U.S. House
of RepresentativesExecutive Document 58-3, Volume 51, Number
192, January 5, 1905, Serial Number 4830. 23 pages, 1 map.
Howard Marshall Rowe, "A Preliminary Draft of a Subject
Index to Historical Material of the Pacific Northwest and
Alaska to be found in the United States Congressional Series
and other United States Public Documents from 1881-1931."
M.A. Thesis, Department of American History, University of
Idaho Graduate School, 1938, Number 540, pages 203-204,
Cited hereinafter as H.M. Rowe (1938). See also: Explora-
tions in Alaska, 1899, for all-American overland route from
Cook Inlet, Pacific Ocean to the Yukon, 689, March 1901
(reprinted 1909 (1899}). 77 pp., illus., 2 plates, 1 mapin pocket. Serial No. 5408. H.M. Rowe (1938), No. 645,
p. 230. And: Information in relation to railroads in
Alaska under act of May 14, 1898. U.S. House of Rep. Exe-
cutive Document 60-2, Vol: 147, No. 1201, December 14, 1908
(1899). 16 pp., 1 map. Serial No. 557. H.M. Rowe (1938),
No. 646, p. 230. :

of Alaska Literature 1724-1924. . Miscellan-
ions of the Alaska Agricultural College and

School of Mines, Volume 1. Cordova, Alaska, Cordova Daily
Times.' 1927. Cited hereinafter as: Wickersham; Biblio-
graphy (1927).
3 Ibidem.

4 Ibid.
5 See also: Wilds P. Richardson, "Memorandum by W.P.
Richardson, President of the Board of Road Commissioners for
Alaska, containing data relative to railroad construction in
Alaska, January 24, 1906," (8 pages), U.S. Senate Document
167, 59th Congress, Ist Session. Wickersham, Bibliograph
(1927), No. 7796, p. 434. See also: A Senate report from
the Committee on Territories on a bill to aid in the con-
struction of a railroad and telegraph and telephone line in
the district of Alaska. The railroad to run from the Gulf of
Alaska to the Yukon River at or near Eagle, through American
territory. U.S. Senate Report 59-1, Vol. 1, No. 1077, Feb-
ruary 19, 1906. 12 pp. Serial No. 4904. H.M. Rowe (1938),
No. 427, p. 177.
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6 Wickersham, Bibliography (1927), No. 7799, p. 434.
7 Tbid.
8 See also: J.L. McPherson, "Report of Reconnaissance and
Preliminary Survey of a Land Route from the Navigable Watersof the Tanana River, at or near Fairbanks, to the Vicinityof Council City, in the Seward Peninsula, Alaska, for a
Mail and Pack Trail along such Route." In "Letter from the
Secretary of War transmitting a letter from W.P. Richardson,
President, Alaska Road Commission, submitting the report ofJ.L. McPherson, Engineer,. . ., of Reconnaissance and Sur-
vey for a Land Route from Fairbanks to Council City, Alaska,"
(29 pages, 1907), U.S. Senate Document 214, 59th Congress,2nd Session. Wickersham, Bibliography (1927), No. 7797,
p. 434. Rowe's citation is: U 7S. Senate Executive Docu-
Ment 59-2, Vol. 4, No, 214, January 14, 1907. 29 pp., 7

plates,
7 maps. Serial No. 5071. H.M. Rowe (1938), No. 445,

P-

See aiso: A Senate report from the Committee on Territor-relative to railroads, telegraph and telephone in Alaska.U.S. Senate Report 59-2, Vol. 1, No. 6625, February 12, 1907,Serial No. 5060. H.M. Rowe (1938), No. 442, p. 180, Also:
George B. Cortelyou, "Estimate for Military and Post Roads,
Bridges, and Trails in Alaska, (1909}," Letter from the
Secretary of the Treasury A Copy of the
onmmunication from the Act of War SubmittingAn Estimate of Appropriation.for Construction and Maintenance
of Military and Post Roads, Bridges, and Trails, Alaska.
December 6, 1907. 3 pages.
9 Wickersham, Bibliography (1927), No. 7800, p. 435.

10 Ibid.
11

12 Locus cited, No. 7801.

13 Ibid.
‘14° Ibid.

.

15 Loc. cit., No. 7802.

16 Ibid.
17 Loc. cit., No. 7803.
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i8

18 Loc. cit., No. 7804.

19 Lec. cit., No. 7805.

20 See also: President William Howard Taft, Transportation
in Alaska. The White House, Washington, D.C., February 6,
1913. 5 pp. Message from the President of the United States,
Transmitting Report of Commission Appointed to Conduct An
Examination into the Transportation Question in the Terri-
tory of Alaska, Etc., U.S. House of Representatives Document
No. 1346, 62nd Congress, Third Session. Also: A messagefrom the President of the United sretes
report of the Alaska Railroad Commission—mmm outes
in Alaska. U.S. House of Representatives Executive Docu-
ment 62-3, Vol. 118, No. 1346, February 7, 1913. 172 pp.,
8 maps. Serial No. 6484, Vol, 119, No. 1346, Serial No.
6485 contains maps and profiles. H.M. Rowe (1938), No. 544,
p. 204.

21 Wickersham, Bibliography (1927), No. 7806, p. 435.

22 Loc. cit., No. 7807.

23 See also: Reports of The Alaskan Commission
for the period from March 22, 1914 to me, 1915. A
report on Alaskan railroads. U.S. House of Representatives
Executive Document 6401, Volumes 39-40, No. 610, Part 2,
1916 (March 12, 1914 - December 31, 1915). 2 Vols. 210 pp.,
6 plates, 46 pp. of plates, 2 maps and portfolio of 22 maps,Vol. 40 being the portfolio. Serial Nos. 6693-6694.
H.M. Rowe (1938), No. 477, p. 189.

24 Wickersham, Bibliography (1927), No. 7808, p. 435.

25 Loc. cit., No. 7809.

26 Loc. cit., Ne. 7810.

27 Wickersham, Bibliography (1927), No. 8556, p. 484.
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