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454. RECONNAISSANCE ON CHANDLAR AND KOYUKUK RIVERS.

point is reached by overland trail in winter from Fort Yukon across

the Porcupine River.
Fort Yukon to East Fork of Chandar River.—From Fish Camp,

above mentioned. the route continues wp the Chandlar River to near

the edge of the flats, thence more directly northwestward through the
low mountains to East Fork village, a distance of about 80 miles from
Fort Yukon. In winter the East Fork natives, it is reported, some-

times travel eastward to the Porcupine and then descend that river to
Fort Yukon.

Lahey Creek, Grave Creck. and Middle Fork trail.—This is «a short
route of about 20 miles between the main Chandlar River above the
lake and the headwaters of Middle Fork, by way of Lake Creek and
Gyaye Creek. So far as known, it is used only by the natives in their
hunting and fishing trips.

Granite Creek and Swift River tra/l.—On the Chandlar River
below West Fork the country is reported to be easily passable up
Granite Creek and by way of a low portage down ‘Swift River.” and
possibly the lower part of the Dall to the Yukon near Fort Hamlin.
The Chandlar River natives are reported to use this route occasionally
in going to Fort Hamlin for trading purposes.

Gerue Creek and Sheep Oreek trail.—This merely denotes that the

country is passable with light pack over the mountainous divide
between the heads of these two creeks, the latter of which drains
westward. finally reaching the Kovukuk. ‘The rise seems to be cou-

siderable. The distance is about 15 miles.
Baby Creck and Sheep Creck tra‘l.—This leads from the region

about the head of Chandlar Lake by way of Baby Creek to the head
of Sheep Creek. above mentioned. The divide, however. seems to be

high and rugged. The route is probably but little used. even by the
natives, and then only in their hunting trips. The length of the trail,
from the mouth of Baby Creek to the mouth of Sheep Creek. is about
20 miles.
Robert Creekportage.—This is the route used by the party during

the past summer (1899) in portaging from practically the head of

navigation on the Chandlar River to that of Robert Creek. on the

Koyukuk River. a distance of 15 to 20 miles. Considering the rug-
gedness of the surrounding country, the portage is good. On the

Chandlar River side it follotvs along the slope of a prominent sway in
the divide. shown in Pl. LXI, 2. At the bottom of the sway a steep-
walled canyon bas been intrenched to a depth of 100 fect or more.

The summit of the portage has an clevation of about 3,000 feet, the
rise being about 1.000 feet above the Chandlar River.

Chandar River-Dictvich River trail.—\t is also possible that by
ascending Chandlar River above the sixty-eighth parallel to very near

its headwaters. and going light, a portage could be made across to the
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456 RECONNAISSANCE ON CHANDLAR AND KOYUKUK RIVERS.

Pampurt and THoyu Crech trail.—This route is known by report
only, it is said to be easier and shorter than the Dall River trail.
It is reported to ascend Hoyn Creek. a tributary of the Yukon, near
Rampart, cross a low pass in the mountains, and thence a wide, level
stretch of country, a total distance of about 90 miles, and to come out
on the Koyvukuk about 80 miles above Bergman, probably at Fish
Creek. the same as the Dall River trail.
Toz’ trail, —This route leaves the Yukon about 6 miles below the

mouth of the Tozi River and leads nearly northward. mostly along
the low divide between the Tozi and Melozi rivers, to near the head of
Oldinan Creek, which it descends to the Kovukuk. near Bergman. This
is the route followed by Lieutenant Allen in 1885. Its length from
the Yukon to the Koyukuk is about 90 miles. The Tozi may also he
ascended by canoe nearly to its headwaters, and the route continued
thence by portage to Oldman Creek. as above.

To Fort Yukon by way of Chandlar River.—This route has already
been noted under the Chandlar River region trails. Leaving the South
Fork of the Koyukuk by way of Eldorado Creek and crossing the low
divide, it descends the West Fork of Chandlar River, thence down the
river as directly as practicable and across the Yukon Flats to Fort
Yukon, about 100 miles distant from the Kovukuk.

dMiddle Fork route to Chandlar River.—This route. as explained on
page 154. is up Bettles River and Robert Creek, and thence by a
1d-mile portage to the headwaters of the Chandlar. about 50 miles
by 1iver above Chandlar Lake. The portage is fair. but the current
in Bettles River and Robert Creck is too swift and the bed too bow!l-
dery to permit a safe or easy asvent with a loaded canoe or boat.

allen River to Kowak Rrver.—A route is known to exist by way of
Allen to the headwaters of the Kowak. but as it seems to be used only
in winter. the length of the portageis not known. Some Kowak River
prospectors sledded across it to the Kovukuk in March. 1899. The
Allen is a large stream and can be ascended nearly 40 miles by a light-
draft. flat-bottomed steamboat.
The country is also said to be portageable between the headwaters

of the Alashuk and the Kowak rivers, and also between the Dagitli
and the Kowak. This latter portage was made hy Captain Stone in
1885.
Vulato teail.—This is a * cut-off” or short overland trail of about

25 miles from the west bend of the Korukuk about 7 miles above the
mouth of the river to Nulato. In winter a sledge trail leading directly
north from Nulato up the Kovukuk is sometimes used.
Aoyukuk and Aretic coast tra‘l.—According to reports which seem

to he authentic, the Malamut natives of the Arctic coast have been
known to visit the head of the Koyukuk Basin. They are supposed

1¥ormerly “ Tozikakat.’ *Allenkakat.” ete, For Alaskan names sev pp. 487-509 of this report,
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to have found passage through the mountains at the head of Dietrich
tiver and to have descended this stream, but of this there is no cer-

tainty. The country in this region, however, is too rugged to be of

promise for a practicable route of any sort. as shown in Pl. LXV. UL.

and on the map (PL LX).
POPULATION,

CHANDLAR RIVER.

Vit/res, —By estimate the Chandlar River natives number about 50

inall, A small settlement, of which the nucleus is a couple of eabins,
is found in the flats about 7 miles above the mouth of the river. Most

of the natives, however. live beyond the flats. in the mountainous part
of the country. Their principal village is on East Fork. remote from

the intiuence of the Yukon travel and traffic. For subsistence they

depend principally upon- game and fish. A few months during the

coldest part of the winter are spent in log cabins or winter tents, and

the remainder of the year in roaming about, wherever game or fish

may furnish food. In winter the skins collected during the year are

exchanged for tea. tobacco. clothing, and other necessities, at Fort
Yukon and Fort Hamlin. Though the natives subsist almost exelu-

sively upon game and fish, with some berries during summer, they
have a keen relish for white man's food. They are shiftless and

improvident, and their destitution and suffering, are occasionally

great. They are, however, vomparatiyely intelligent. Some who

have attended mission schools at Fort Hamlin have learned to read and

write.
Wh ites.—Four white men, all prospectors, were the only whites in

the region in 1899. Two of these were connected with the natives by
marriage.

KOYUKUK RIVER.

Vitives,—The Koyuhuk natis es, also known as Koyukons, number
fewer than 200, so far as can be judged. The Eleventh Census places
the number at 174. Their habits of life are much the same as those

of the Chandlar natives. They have no cabins on the extreme upper
waters much above the sixty-seventh parallel. At present the popu-
lation, so far as observed, is scattered along the river in small villages
containing but a few families and cabins, generally near the mouth of
some tributary. There are also some on the Allen and other tributa-
ries. So far as learned, there are no missions nearer than Nulato and

Fort Hamlin.
Nulato seems to have been their chief t rading post before the loca-

tion of the post on the upper river. At these upper posts the natives

are frequently employed by the whites, and some are also employed
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