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The following additional equipment is recommended for 1950:

- Freight truck, long wheel base, vith stake rack and .
hydraulically opercted teil gate,

Snogo., 3—screw.

Light Plants, 2% K, for Glenn Highway mountain c aups,

Survey venicles, suburban, for survey crews on contracts, *

Pickup trucks,  ton, {or inspectors on contracts and for *
maintenance replocenents, '

- Mechanical Senders. (To be specified later),

Coupe for District Znzineer,

Water pusp, portzble, 13", air cooled gas engine driven, -
with intale iosze ond screen.

>
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Mount MeKinley Parik Roads,

For a purely —ainternance crogram, on the same scale as in recent years,
no new equipment will be required,

On the proposed improvemant and bridze replacement programi, the major
itens would include a becem, cdragline bucket, piledriver leads and 2 hammer
for the 2CB shoval, cnd 2 picitup truck for the foreman. 1fo design data is
available on the bridges as & guide for ordering piledriver equipment or such
items 25 a concerete mixer if concrete abutments or cther concrete work is
involved,

Sufficient tire would te avoilable to prepare equipment and tool lists
when the program is inown, and before bridge materials could be delivered on
the ground, :

Iliarns Poads. . .

No new equipment is contamplated. It may be necessary to transvort a
D=l tractor and comorescor from Homer to fzeilitate rock work and gravel
loadinz. The 36 zas Cat. should be. repleced with a more devendable nnchine
until the road is in shape vo wisre the 35 gas Cat, con hendle. This is a
local problem which requires additional fisld investigation.

Sterline Hi-lnray, -

Advantage should be taken of the favorable weather in the early summer
Lo complete all grading work on the section between Mile 66 and 93, including
initial gravellinz. To prevent any delay to the gravel program, which would
thereby run in the costly rainy season, there should be a ninimun of distur-
bance to the present equipment set-up on tie Kenai Peninsula,

On hand are tie following major itms of usable equipments

/\“!
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22 Tractors (3-D7, 6-EDl4, 13-D8.)

6 Carryall Scrapers (5-12 to 14 yd. and 1—8 yda )

5 lotor Gradars, 12 ft.

6 DW=10 Tractorz & wagons

3 Buelids & wagons

3 Pull graders

3 Power Shovels {3/ yd. N, 15-B, and % yd., Linl-Belt.)
1 Draglirve (1} 7d. NW)

3 Ford Dump Truci:s, 3 s

6 International Dump Trucks, 5 yde

Any other earthmovinz or gravelling equipment cannot be considered except
for light maintenance wori and comp use. The Link-Belt shovel also falls into
this catzgory.

It vwill be necessary to set up two large grading crews and three gravel
crews to attain the mestirun speed and efficlency toward early completion of an
all-weather road., Inaddition, there will be the re-grading and crushing crews
which will be built up as repidly as the crusher operziion warrantc.

Two D=8 tracters wuust ve shizpec to Cantwell far spring freighting, and
possibly one U=% and cne D-i4 il requirsd. As the worl clears up on the
Sterling Highway, and tie Farm Road program clarifies, it may be possilble to
wove a few umore of the best D-C's ond perhaps a carryall or twos to Cantwell,

Gravel hauling equipment must be incereased to meet the program. It is
recommended that future Centwell trucks be purchased for work on ths Sterling
Highway and shipped north when the injtial gravelling is under control.

- The following additional equipment is recoumended for 1950:

1 Freight truci, 2-4 ton, long wheelbase with stzke body and ™,
hydrawliczlly overated loading tail gate,

1 Trucle Tractor, 4~5 ton, cab over engine, short wheelbase with
double oscillating 5th wheel, air connectimis and contrel
valve for trailer brakes. (Similar to Auto Car lodel UT1LLT)

12 Dump trucks, 5 cu.yd. (to be transferredto Cantwell,)

1 Coupe pickup

1 Light Plant, 5 KW - AC

1 # 4o, 3 Ki-AC

P

Cantwell-Richardson Hizhwar,

Caution should be exercised in the selection and balancing of equinment
for t his operation. The first season, iwith its heavy estpenditures for camp
materials, and start of permanent depot, coupled with rpurchese of considerable
service equipment, lends itself somewhat to tids plan,
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Permafrost boundaries are not entirely clear. All indications from work
which was done, years. ago, and from explorations during the location survey
point to extensivs gilacier deposits overlain with moss, light brush and small
spruce, The Location Znginecr!s report states "there is plenty of gravel surfac-
ing along the route of the highway, but it will be necessary to have a screening
and ¢ rushing plant because there is a considerable amount of oversize rock in
the gravel" '

Plan of operrtions is to open up as rmch grading ground, well in advance,
as possible. Cnly extenzive explorations will disclose how much grading ground
will be feund in the {irst 24 miles ol road row substantlally loccated, It appears
that we silould be prevared to utilize all suitable borrow materials with the
idea of keeping the road up above the surrounding ground to ease the smow removal
problems, In that event, the stripping crews would frequentl; revert to grading
operations to balance cut the overall plan of progress and the ever-present
supply problem, o )
Tractor equirment is purposely, and also through lirdtcetion of funds, held
to a minirmm. The soue zpplics to scraper equipment until the full story de-
velops on the ground conditicns. Although shovel and truclk equipment is not
planned for the =ariy part of the season, if ai all, the vehicles shculd be
parchased on the basis that they are needed on the Sterling Eighway for a good
part of the swumer,

Two tractors, D-£, 1ll bz transferred { rom the Kenal Peninsula for spring
freighting. Perheps other eguipment can be moved up later, besed on its con-
dition =nd the progrom on the Kenal., The use of large Athey ‘agons in lieu of

submitted under Section I, This tyve of eguipment s proven satisfactory in
snow, and ¢ cn also be utilized for swmmer freighting.

Purchase of the following major items of equipment is recommended:

Tractors with Dozers, D=8 or equivalent,
Carryall Screavers, 12-1L yd.
Athey Vacons, Stake 3ody, 10 ton capacity.
Groder, pull, 12 ft, large rukber tires.
Power shovel, 3/4 yd. -3ith rocl hucket, 60 fi.
sectioncl boom, and dragline buciiet,.
Arc ielder, 300 Amgp. fos engine driven,
Lotor grader, Tandem Drive, 12 ft,
Light Plait, 25-30 KW,
" n 2:1: A
Freight Trucl:, 3 ton, with hydraulically op=:cted 1ift tail gate,
Tank truciz, 2000 gallon witl puzp.
Pickupns, = ton, 4 whoel drive
Piclup, & ton, standard
Fuel Storc;e Tanks, 12,000 galleon.,
" " Tank, 10,000 gallen,
Electric dispensing pwup vith meters,

L]
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Other small camp equipment will be requisitioned in the normal manner,
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*

Bethel Airfield and Road,

Bethel must be better equivped il we are to mzke any headway there, or
even hold vhat we zireacdy have, This bas previously been discussed under
Section L.

Recommended for purchase:
L Dump Truck, 3 yd.
1 Tractor, Dek, with "Southwest” combination bucket loader
and bulldozer blade, to be supplied with mountings and
power contrcl unit attacred to tractor.

Dillinghonwcnag Point,

¥With a Foreman-mechanic on a year round basis, we are in position to
keep up the equipnent and provide satislactory summer ond winter maintenance.
The new shop requirss sore additional equimment to function properly.

The D=7 tracter :dith straight blade is not & satisfactory mrnchine or
maintenance and laproveouent and siould be replaced with a D=6 vith angle blade,
It is realized thnt this is only feasible if additional woric Is coming up or
if the D-7 can be truinsferredt o Hakmek on the proposed road, .

Equipment recommended:

1 D-6 Tractor with angle blade, complete with mountings and
power control wnit attached,

1 Arc Weldingz liachine, 200 Anmp. air coocled, gas engine
driven, with hood, leads, electirode holder and

- ground clamps., {(Lincoln

1 Light Plent, 2 KW - AC, water ceocled,

1 Air compressor, suwll shop size, electric driven.

Kodiak, Rondse .
The present dump trucks are old and require continuous heavy repairs.

Length of gravel haul is long and this is ore of the main maintenance opera-
tions,

Required:
2 Dump trucks, 3 yd.

Flat Roads,

The truck equivment at Flat is old and due for more heavy repsirs. One
new truck is needed.
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Trap loading with dozer is 2 slow and costly method of obtaining road
surfacing material in this locality, especizlly when the area is dotted with
tailing piles from placer workings which need only a loader to utilize them.
Haul distances are reduced and production increzsed,

Reos mmendeds

1l Dump Trucik, 3 yd.

1 Loader, bucket, wheel type. (Will be discussed at Conference)
1 light Plant, 2 KW, water cooled gasoline engine. '

1 Air compressor, shop size, electric driven.

Verv truly rfours,»\

WM
Wme J. wfendi
District Zngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for November 1949, Anchorage Disurict, : col. U
Anchorage, Alaska. U oppma3/t
4 j 13 IP“' 4
. Zi pTes
1. By Government Forces. ’; gﬁ. .
oV

a. Anchoraze Roads: i "/_

=4 At
Regular motor grader maintenance was performed on 21l the Anctof-' t.l.'.
age roads during the early part of the month and were in fair condition when ~UTF
they froze up on the 9th. First smowfall, about six inches, fell on the 15th. g
Plows worked through the storm until all the roads were clear, as all indi- i -
cations pointed to a much heavier fall, On November 19th temperatures rose A
to a high of plus fifty degrees, melting the snow and causing the roads to v
become very slippery, Temperavures remained high until tne 23rd when it
started freezing again. Sanding was done on all the roads and the graders

were worked double shift on the 23rd Lo get the roads back in shape for the
expected freeze, During the warm weather, vhich was like a spring thaw, _ k
traffic rutted and dug holes in the roads, The weather turned cold cn the \t

24th and remained cold for the rest of the month, freezing all roads in
fair condition. A snow cover is now desirable so that running surface can
be placed in good condition for the winter,

I.f

be Palmer Hichway:

R

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the ,
mnth, Sanding was continued throughout the month on the pavesentu witich was S
slippery due to alternate freezing and thawing, Barrels contaluing Calcium
Chloride, ashes, and sand were spotted on the major hills ancd a part time
maintenance man was employed at Chugiak, Hile 18, to take care of the early
morning sanding whenever it becomes necessary. In this nanner dangerous
conditions can be quickly remedied at a point which cannot be reached rapid-
ly by maintenance crews from Anchorage or Palmer, znd at minimm cost. This
maintenance man, a summer employee, maintains a truck at his residence and
works only when required,

LY NS

o,

ce _Anchorare Depot:

The small electrical contract on the garage was completed early
in the month, All machines are operating although the tocls for the milling
machine have not yet arrived., The wire mesh for the concrete floor on the
- mezzanine was secured and partially laid. The wrk is being done by the
garage mechanics as a £fill-in job and is going rather slowly. A4s vet no
concrete placement has been started. The maintenance crew has been busy during

/Lt
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the month jacking up the old C Street warchouse, moving everything out of

it and getting it ready to move to the new area, Overhaul and painting

of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily., Some difficulty is being
experienced with the parts inventory as many parts were jumbled up in the

move from the old area and were not properly cataloged upon arrival at the
new bins. Inventory should be completed early next month,

de Valley Roads:

The Valley reads remained in good condition during the menth
and the anly work accomplished on them was snow removal,

e, Mountain Roads:

Seven miles of snow was plowed on the mountain roads during the
month, .

fo Glenn Highway:

Maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The crew was busy most of the menth sanding roads, cleaning sluffed rock
from the roadway, cuitting brush along the road to prevent drifting and .
work on glaciers, Snow wes rcmoved from the road three times during the
nonth; on the first, the fifteenth and on the twenty-eighth.

g Homer Roads:

Work done on the Homer roads consisted of repairing the access
rwad to the beach at Hillers Landing and spot gravelling the East End farm
road where original gravel surfacing was too light,

Ohlson Mountain on the upper bench was prospected for gravel and
a deposit was foud near the top which is suitable for surfacings The extent
of the deposit is not knowm and cannot be determined until after the spring
thaw, OSurveys will also be made to determine length of reoad required to
reach this deposit, which would eliminate a long haul from the present gravel
source o the beach,

he Russian River-~Homer Roads

Actual'work on the grading was shut down on the 20th of the menth
due to wet conditions, A few days later, when freezing weather started again,
carryalls were sent over the ungravelled section to make the road passable
for winter traffic and was officially opensd on the 28th., The 58 foot timber
trestle bridge was completed across the Ninilchile River early in the month,

-

PR
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i, Farm Roads:

The Sutton-—Jonesville road was completed early in the month,
when additional gravel surfacing was placed by truck haul, The road is
in good condition.

The rcad from Kenai north to Salamata Beach, known as the North
Kenai Farm road, was cleared, stripped and graded during the months The
road 1s 6.1 miles in length and terminztes at Salamata Creek. Surfacing was
not attempted this late in the seasxm due to the ground conditions. A4s the
entire area is being taken up by horesteaders the road may have to be exten-
ded in the future. The ground is high and free of swamps and appears to be
good farming land.

Je Dillinzhams:

The roads at Dillingham are in very good condition due to grader
maintenance, Brush was pushed back on the blind corners, ditches were cleaned
out; and areas that showed signs of brealking up were resurfaced during the
monthe Woriz is on a winter basis with Foreman Palmer the only employee
except when he.requires help on snow removal.

k, KXodialk:

Motor grader maintenance kept the roads at Kodiak in good condi-
tion during the month. 16 yards of gravel was hauled into bad holes which
developed on the Island Lake cut-off. Although no snow has fallen during
the menth, the wind and freezing conditions caused rock slides along the
Base road vhich were removed with a dozer. An exceptionally high tide and
wind on the 22nd washed cut 100 yards of the brealirater along Hission Road.

A dragline was moved to tre area zand repalrs undertaken. Luckily the retain-
ing logs remained in place,

Work was started on the road to the ACS Receilver site but webt
weather forced the equipment out until next season.

l. MNaknek Roads:

Survey was started on the road from Naknek Villagze to the Adrbase
on the 8th of the menth, Arthur L. Jess, Engineer from Horer is in charge
of the worlt. The first half of the survey was worked from the Village after
which the crew moved to the Airbase to complete from that end., During the
month about & miles of the preliminary line with profile levels, bridge data
and lopog was completeds Field work is expected to be completed early in
December with estimates showing the route to be approxdmstely 13 miles in
length. A supplementary survey of 3 miles from the Village to the mouth of
the river was also completeds This section is important in conjunction with
- the Village-Airbase survey as ships amust anchor off the mouth of the river,
and future supply route would have to extend to the beach.
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Since the survey was started, this office has been informed of
an Army Construction project that will require a road in that area. The
military planning officer was requested to present the facts to the Com-
migsioner of Roads for Alaska for planning purposes and possible cooperation.

2., By Contract.

a, Glenn Hichway, Section A:

Contractor did nothing on this section during the menth. The BFR
Engineering office was closed early in the month and all maps and gear
either stored or moved to Seward.

be Glemn Highway, Section B=l:

Contractor is still working 2 nine hour shifts six days per
veek and plans to work until about Decerber 17 when the plan is to shut
down completely, The crusher was moved from Mile 53 to the T4 mile pit and
crushing and stockpiling of base and plant mix rock started at that point.
Drilling and blasting of rock points on Long Lake Hill, lile 88, vas carried
on ddring the month. Some base gravel was laid during the month and that
section between ¥iles 48 and 67 is mow complete except for Miles 51 and 53
where the subgrade is frozen and it beceme inadviseble to place crushed
material. Contract is appro:imately 25% complete,

Engineering crews have been reduced to 9 men who are handling
the present work, both office and field.

ce Glenn Hishway B2:

The I~line and bench levels have been completed on this secticn
and the crews are now working on the Xwesection and profile levels. Antici-
pated completion date of all field work,including raterial deposits, is
December 20,

de Anchorage Apartnent Housess

Exterior of both houses were completed except for the finzl coat
of paint on entry stairs, doors and window trim. Interior wall board com~
pleted, finish floors installed, kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing instal-
led in both apartments and linoleum floor and bathroom fixtures installed
in Apartment No. l.

3. Weather:

The month was quite unusual for this time of the year, On the 3d
rainfall began in the moming and continued all day melting what liltle snow
was on the ground, On the 5th more rain fell and the temperatures were low
enough to cause freezing as it hit causing an extremely hazardous condition
on all roads, Weather continued cold wntil the 18th but on the 19th a chinook
wind' raised temperatures arouhd Anchorage to plus 50 degrees and kept them
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above freezing until the 23rd., On the night of the 23rd the weather turned
cold and remained cold for the rest of the month.

Le Miscellaneous:

Harry O. White, laster Mechanic, left for vacation to the States
on the 1lst., O. B. Peterson, District Mechanic, and L. A. Hatcheti, Assistant
District Engineer, made an inspection trip to Nalmek and Ditlingham on the 8th,
returning to Anchorege on the l4th.

Wm. J. Niemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the
Kenai~Homer road on the 2lst, returning to Anchorage on the 23rd.

High tides of 35 feet, backed up by strong wind on the night of
November 21, piled drift on the Asphalt Dock Line and broke two pipe hangers
and Jarred the pipe loose from three more, Repairs were effected lmmediately
and it is believed that nc permenent damege resulted. The line must be
tested in the Spring.,

Arrangements were made during the month with the Army to procure
their surplus power plant ashes for road sanding, Appro:cimately 150 yards
were hauled and stockpiled in the yard, The crusher nopper was erected and
is being used for drying sanding mater:x.als, as well as providing & rapid
method of loading trucks in emergencies,

Very truly W(.

J. Niemi
Di.,t rict Engineer
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SUBJICT: Monthly situation report for October 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alasia,

1, By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads:

Patrol maintenance kept the Anchorage roads in fair condition
during the month. “ork of redecking Ship Creek bridge in the Railroad yards
was completed on the 17th of the month, Scme surfacing was placed at the
approaches of the bridge. Fireweed Lane in Spensrd area was spot graveled
where surfacing showed signs of bteing inadequate. Some gravel was also
placed on KFQD road where the surface was breaking up. Culverts wers cleaned
out on all the roads and marker stekes were erected for locating cuvlverts in
the Spring. Plans to level up the worn Ship Creek Bridze decking with asphalt
mix have been delayed until next spring due to inclement weather.

tod

b, Anchorage-Palmer Hishway: | AU i

Culverts were cleaned cut on the routzs and end markers erected.
Three side ditches were dug, %wo through section 16 south of Mt, View, and
the other across 1100 feet of open field north of Merrill Airport. During the
past few years we have been troubled with lack of drainage at both places and
have hed mumerous complaints from rasidents and businese establishments, late
in the month a 2 inch snowfall, follcwed by thawing weather, caused slippery
conditions which required sanding on all hills and on the Knik River bridge.

¢, Anchorage Devot:

Due to unavailability of materials work on the electrical fixtures
was not completed during the month and a two weeks extension was necessary for
the contractor to finish the work., Work done by our own forces consisted of
installing heating units in the machine shop and installing 200 £t. of drain
culvert in the yard to take care of water from Fifth Avemue, Overhaul and
painting of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily.

d, Valley Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance during the month
on &ll the Valley roads. Snow fences were set up, and all culverts were

cleaned out and staked. New declking and running plank was rlaced on Spring
Creek Bridge.

o Gl
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e, Mountain Roads: |

Motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain roads
during the month.

f., Glenn Highway:

Vigdshls returned from their trip ocutside over the Highway and
were reestablished in the Mile €8 camp, The maintenance crew was cut to
three men with Archie Stadler the only man at 115 mile, DMotor padrol mainten-
ance was performed during the month, culverts were cleaned out, sluffed rock
was cleared from the road and icy hills were sanded. Soow fall late in the
month was removed from the roadway with the motor graders, New running plank

was laid down on the Chickaloon Eridge, // .
Fre
r ot

&, Homer Rosds:

Maintenance was kept t0 a minimum on the Homer roads during the
month with motor patrols working the surface only when absolutely necessary

to provent the road from becoming too rough. Some gravel was placed where
surface showed signs of going to pieces.

h. Bussian River-Homer Rozd:

‘ Giles lighterage Service was awarded a contract to haul bridge
lumber by boat from Kenai to the bridge sites at Deep Creek and Winilchik due
to muddy condition of the ungravelled road. The 80 foot trestle bridge across
Deep Creek was driven and lacks only the guard and hand rails for completion.
Driving was started for the Ninilchik River crossing and the bridge should be
completed early in November. Grading on the Kenai end is going forward very
slowly due to inclement weather tut every attempt is beirg made to get in the
dreinage so the road will dry out and be ready for grading early next summer
and also to mzke it passable after the freeze-up.

At Hower grading crews are working gravel hills and even though
the weather was wet during the month, work was not materially slowed down.

That wet section south of Hoppy Valley was graded and ditched, woric being
dons between rainy periods.

i, Farm Hoads:

Work was completed on the Jonesville-Sutton road on the 17th of

the month, and the road was opened for traffic., The bridge across Eska Creek
was finished early in the month. Clearing of 8 acres of land for Mr. Halstead
at Sutton was also accomplished per our agresment for the cleared land that
our right-of-way took from his homestead. Camp at Sutton was closed down and
the equipment was hauled to Anchorage for repair, overhaul, and storage for
the winter, The gravel crew from the Enik road will work a week or ten days
gurfacing the Jonesville road with finer surfacing material.

Upon completion of the Jonesvile-Sutton road one HD-19 was moved
to Cariboun Creek and constructed one balf mile of road for the settlers below



Ike P, Taylor - ARC. Juneau - Nov, 7, 1949 Page 3.

the highway., The work went very well with-oae of the trouble anticipated as the
hillside was dry and no sluffing occurred. Actual working time for the tractor
wvas only two days. This road takes off the highway just north of the Cariboun
Creek Bridge and eliminates the old entrance about one quarter way up the hill

which was always plugged by oup snow removal operations, and which Ben Hitchcock
wrote numerous letters about,

The South Kasilef road was completed during the month. Gravel was
hauled by carryalls on those sections that were not constructed from gravel hills,
making an all-weather road of the entire 7 miles. Some regrai.ng remains to be
done next year and spots must be regraveled after settlement.

At Homer, gravel was hauled from the Spit to the new East End extension
to provide an ali-weather road.

Johng Road on the Anchorage-Seward rosd was lengthened for 0,5 miles
to take care of homesteaders in that area.

Elueberry Road and Sylvan Way were graded and graveled to take care of
the school bus travel that will be on these roads upon the completion of the new
Spenard School, The school is in the loop formed by Fireweed Lane, Spenard Read,
Blueberry Boad and Sylvan Way and faces on Blusberry Road,

KENI road was built by settlers and the owners of radio Station KENI,
but was never graded up or graveled. 41l the ground along the road hss now been -
taken up, Due to the roads importance to the entire community, it was deemed
edvisable to take it up as a farm road and to gravel it.

The two loops in the Mountain View area, which fall under ¢ur mainten-
ance, were gravelled, These roads were practically impassable last spring.

J+ No report received from Dillingham yet. As yet no adverse reports
bave reached this office as to the work since ocur change of foreman, Hatchett
and Peterson plan a trip to Eristol Bay area early in November.

¥. Bsthel:

The extension from the end of the slough bridge was completed during
the mwonth, Some work has been done on the trucks getting them ready for next
years operations,

1. Kodiak:

Paul Stover rcturned from the Park early in the month and went to
Eodiak for the winter, His brother, who had teen handling our work, took leave
and went outside, He is expected back early in November and will return to Kodiak
as a maintepance man, Nieml made an inspection trip to Kodiak late in the month
and at that tizme work was started on a short piece of road leading to the ACS
transmitter site, Trouble is still being encountered in the person of
Mrs. Fachweith who claims to control the road to the nearesti available gravel ab
the hesd of Mill Ray,
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m, Takotna and Flat Roads;

Work cn the Flat City rosds was suspended on the 2nd of the
month, The roads were left in good condition.

Crew at Takotna was reduced to two men. No work was done on the
roads during the month. The garage was completed and work was sterted on
overhaul of equipment, )

n, McKinley Park:

- On Cctober 21, two men were sent from Anchorage to the Park to
grade an grea around Fark Headquarters and to dig a basement for the erecticn
of a new building. Work was completed and the men returned to Anchorsge on
the 25th,

2. By Contract.

a., Glenn Higshway, Section A.

Paving has been cormleted from Palmer to Mile 18 for a total of
30 miles. FPaving operations were suspended early in the month due to severe
weather conditions, The remainder of the month was epent in finishing the
grading andlaying a base course of crush gravel on the remainder of the rosdway.
Graveling cperations were completed on the 29th and at that time the entire
section was turned back to the ARC for winter maintenance. -

b, Glenn Fighway, B-1.

Work on the Glenn B-l section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month., Tke contrzctor has carried his rough grading operations to
completion from Palmer to the Xing River Bridge with the exception of some
heavy dirt moving remsining at Moose Creek hill. Crushed base course has been
laid down on the flats between Sutton and King River,

Engineering 1s keeping shead of the contrzctor!s work slthough
our crews have bteen cut down somewhat due to men returning to school,

¢. Glenn Highway, B2,

Engineering on this section is moving along with 80% of the
L.line staked and 50% of the Profile levels completed, IKxpected completion
date is early December.

d. Anchorage Avartment Houses:

The contractor!s work on the Apartment Fouces was satisfactory
during the month with the construction ahead of schedule, .Chimneys and
insulation were completed in both tuildings, heat was installed with the ex-
ception of finishing the ducts, roofing was laid, all siding was put up, and
- outside painting was started, Inside finish is nearly completed in Apertment
No. 1 and has been started in No, 2. '

!
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Force account work at the site consisted of smoothing up the
backfilled area, and covering oil storage tanks. Although some work remains
to be done at the site it mst wait until the contractor removes bis scaffolding
and cleans up the area,

3. Weather:

First snow of the semson fell on the evening of October 4, after
raining all day. That nite saw the first frost of the year. Snow fell again
on the l4ath and on the 20th, Very little freezing wealher was experienced
during the month but rain fell intermittantly during the entire month. On
Friday Cctober 2lst an earthquake tremor shook Anchorage at 11:25 AM, Although
quite pronounced it was very short and no damage was done, )

4 Miscellaneous:

Niemi acco:npanied. by Eenneth Goodson made an inspection tour of
¢the Kenai area on October 4 arriving btack in Anchorage on the 7th.

Two snow removal meetings were held in the District during the
month: One a% Palmer on the evening or Cetober 10 and one in Spenard on
October 21, Factuzl data end general inforration gathered from interested
parties was the subject of a spparate report.

The Anchorsge Asphalt Plant was shut dowe and all lines drained
for the season on Cctober 12.

Cherles E, Abbott, Construction Fngineer, went on leave the 12th
and returned to work on the 18th.

An Army wrecker ran one of our snowplow trucks off the roed on the
2lst. The wrecker did not stop and elthough our truck turned over it vas not
damaged sericusly.

Niemi made an inspection tour of Kodisk roads on the 26th returning
to Anchorsge on the 27th.

Mr, Barry Johnson was relessed from service with the ARC during
the month due to his tekdng a suburban Chevrolet truck for his own convenience
one Sunday, The truck was run off the road and overturned with about $700

- dollars worth of resulting damage.

A, H, Domschot, SP-7, Inspector on Glepn B-1, ran Alaska Road
Commission pickup #1085 into a contractor's truck on the Falmer Boad., The
pickup skidded on an icy bridge and hit the truck which was waiting at the
other end. The front axle of the pickup was bent, and no sppreciable damage

to contractor's vehicie,
Yery-trply ynurs,/\ .
QZ/I‘;@Z AL A

Wm, J, Niend
District Inmgineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress repor‘t. for September 1949, Anchorage D:.strlct,
Anchorz;e, Alaska,

l., By Goviernment forces.

' ' %
a. Anchorarse Roads: ' /

Routine maintenence with motor patreols kept all the Anchorage
roads in good conditisn curing the month. Late in the month the bridge
crew started work on the Jower Ship Cresk bridge. It was planned to re-
place anly the running plank bub upon investigaticn both the running plank
and deck proved to ve worn out. Present plans are to replace the decking
with available 3 inch plank and cover it with asphalt macadam as soon as
possible, probably next spring, Work will be carried on at night because
of the heavy traffic during the dayli§m hours,

18/5€

b. Pobier Road:

Gravelling and regrading of the Potter road was completed this
month and the camp shut down on the 17th. Haintenance with the motor gra-
der coapleted the work ard left the road in good condition, JSections of
the road thrcugh the numerous swomps already show some signs of settlemert
and may have to be brought up to grade ahead of crushed rock surfacing, if -
and wnen this i1s done. Culverts were placed at access road approaches and
,the Campbell Creel: elephant hut crossing was riprapped witil heavy Frock to
prevent washing.

c. Anchorage-Polmer Highway: ‘

. Maintenance during the month by the contractor continued lax and
the road between Ancierage and Hountain View became so rough and rutted that
Alaskn Road Commission eauwipment was put on it for one ana ae half deys in
the middle of the month to keep it passzble for passenger cors, The Bailey
bridse was moved from Goat Creek to Ship Creek where it was erected down
strezm from the old crossing. The old bridge was torn cut ana a new structure
100 feet long constructed, Tliis bridze was baciifilled ami opened for traffic
on the 26th of the month., The new bridgze was painted highway yellow and \\
reflectors installed on the approach guard rails, Bolts ard bolt heads on tlp. _
Eagle River bridge were wire brushed and painted,  and those bolis that were FEN
left out during construction were put in and all bolis t:.gntened. Bolts were -"LE'
also tightened on the hnik River Eridge.



Taylor - Juneay,Oct. 10, 1949 Page 2,

d. Anchora~e Depot:

One drzinage culvert was installed between the garage and ware-
houze over the water line and work was started on completion of the quonset ,
hut, 4 contract wos awarded Piloneger Hlectric for installation of electri-
cal wiring in the garage for operatian of lathe, milling machine, overhead
crane, lighting fixtures and elevator. ‘ork is to be completed during the
manrth of October, : .

v

e, Vallev Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary meintenance dwing the month o
all the Vailey rocads. One 38" culvert was installed on 75-L to replace an
old log bridge and 105 yards of gravel was hauled for the fill, Two neces-
sary culverts were instalied on Xdlund road. Clark road was spot gravelled
where the surface had gone to pieces,

f. Hountain Zoads: '

Necessory motor grader maintenance yas performed on the mountain
roads during the mamth. Roads were flagzed with poles for winter snow re-
moval,

Z¢ Glenn Hichwawr: . .

That section of Glenn Bl from Palmer to Kings River, Hile 67,
was turned over to tihe contractor for maintemance and our crew at £2 lile
was cut .down to two nmen. The camp is also handling the Glenn B-l engineers
on tint end of the work., At Hile 115 we have cne maintenance van with a -
grader. The engineering forces for Clenn B-2 are headquartered at lile 115
camp, The read was maintained in good conditiem during the moath.

h, Homer Roads:

. Diteches on all the Zast road ang the worst sections of the Hiil
road ware cleaned out anda 1l culvarts have been cloaned and staked on all the
local roads. The mainiterance crew was laid off late in the month to remain
off wntil winter conditions warrant their renire.

1. Russian River-Homer Road:

Lumber ordered early in the seasen finally arrived at Seward ond
has been hzuled over the road to Kenai. With old timbers on hand we have
enough material to complste bridges at both Ninilchik River and Deep Creek,
Plans arc to contract the lighterage of the lumber from Kenai down Cook
Inlet to the bridse sites rather than try to move it overland over 15 miles
of ungraded road. Piling for both bridges will start about Octobsr 15 with
completion in about one month. Stripping between Homer and Kenal was com-
pleted early in the month but grading is going very slowly due to almost con-
tinvous rains. Crews have been reduced to a minimum and all gravelling shut
down for the season, All efforts are being concentrated on drainage and
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working down dry cuts, Regrading vdll be necessary before gravel surfac-—

ing next spring, but a passable road will be available for use after the
freezeup, At Homer a gravel pit has been secured from ir. Crosby a home-
steader, The pit has been stripped but due to wet weather late in the month
the gravel crew was laid off befare any materials could be taken for the road.

The Gruendler crusher was put in operatiom early in the month for
an extended test but after several days ope"atlon the gears in gear boxes wore
out due to lack of lubricants, This has been discusced in previouws corres-
pondence, and replacenent will be made by the suprlier of the machine due
to inadequate design for proper applicant of lubricants.,

- §» Farm Roads:

Work on the. Pittman Road was carrdied tilrouﬂh to completion early
in the month. Gradinz vwent wvary well, and that voriion of the road that
was not built on gravel was gravelleg with the carryalls. The first secticn
of this road, which was mercly stripped last season, was graded a.nd ditched,
As this was all gravel base very little work ves needed to make good road
out of it. lioter graders finished the ditches and grade after rough grading
was done with the cats and carryullo. The dozer-blade width road from Pitt-
men to Big Lalte, approxinetely &z miles in length, is paszsable to passenger
cars and it is planned to send a grader down the road to the lake when one
is available in that area. :

Brulm's grading crew moved from the Pittman Reed with their equis-
ment and started work on the Jonesville-iska Mine Road early in the monti.
The old camp at Sutton wes IJ..La.CEd into operatim, with equipment vworking on
the road from bot. the Sutton and the Jonesville ends. Although the. work
consisted of saue heavy cuts ard fills, haul distances were very short and
in most instances the work could be done with the dozers. The route is the
most part in gravel. except for about one half mile in the flats bordering
Eska Creek, Some difficulty wes experienced in getting a righi—of-way for
a railroad crossing from The Alaske Railroad on the steep grades of this
spur railroad but a satisfactory locstion was acreed-upon., Our forces will
have to keep the crossing clean of snow during the winter months. The new
route is aporoxinstely 3.5 mdiles in length and eliminates all tie steep
grades and blind curves on the old route. Completion is expected in late
October.

At Kasilof work was started on the South Kasilof Road early in the
nonth, * Four iractors and two graders have done rost of the work on this road
which will be approximately seven miles long in good to excellent ground,
Actual work accomgrlished tidls nonth on the route is 4 niles cle‘..red and strip-
ped with 2 miles graded and X ile surfaced,

\Pjﬂs!uq—l(mk

Work has started on gravelling the remaining 10 miles af tncAroad
during the last week of the month, The one half yard truck mounted Zay City
shovel hzs moved from Anchoraze to tlis job, together with the new Ford
trucks. Ralph Dye, local foreman, is handling the work with the crew of
drivers from Palmer, Vork is progressing very satisfactorily and should be
dompleted during October,

. =3
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ke Dillingham:

Crew at Dillingham is down to cne man, Foreman-mechenic E. Re
Palmer. Work on the roads consisied of grader maintenance and spot gravel-
ling, On those doys when it was impossible to do rocd vork, due to weather,
completion of the shop is the altermative, Insulation of the building was
campleted during the month and parts bins and storage racks started, Hinor
repairs were rmde on the. Snogo in anticipation of the winter season. It
is planned to buila a 7-type plow for the dozer oub of old boiler plate
available from the canneries to take care of heavy drifting where the Snogo
i1s unable to handle removal alone and in czse of a breakdowm. IU appears
that we have the right :en on the job at Dillingham, and complaints should
decrease, ‘

l, Bethel:

Work at Bethel this month consisted of filling ruts in the center
of the airfield with sond waich resulted from runoff this spring md during
subsequent rainstorms during the sumer. -

A local comtributicn of #7200 was rade for building an extension
from the end of the slough bridge to two stores a distence of aprroxiiately
200 yards, This work was started during the ronth.

m, Xeodial:

Maintenance with motor pairols kept the Kodiak roads in good con-
dition during the monthn. Some ditching and spot gravelling wos dane on
Mission Bay road and the Base road was kept clean of sluff and falling ToCil.

n. Takotna and Flat Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed on all the road at botn Flat and
Takotna and the crew reduced to 2 men on the 15th. The latter pari of the
month Takotna crew woriced on the louse and gerage, getiing them ready for
winter. Plans are now to compleie the interior of the garage and rove in
during October, ready for spring overhaul.-*

0, MeKinley Paric:

On the lst of September the crew was cut down to 5 men and over-
haul and repair work was started. Some gravel was hauled into the chop area
ami the eguipment gmricing strip was moved back Irow the airfield. Iquipment
repair for the month includes mownting thaw boiler on Truck 72105 and painting
both boiler and truck, minor coverhaul of D=8, repair to both maintainers,
repair to welder and miscellaneous repairs on the 5 Chevrolet Dunp trucis,

Sable Pass closed on the 29th of the month. Inwntory was comple-
ted on the 29th and the crew returned to Anchorage on the 30th.

=l
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2« By Contract:

a, Qlenn Hirshway Sec wion As

Paving has been com:leted from Palmer te Spring Creek with one
lane being comnleted aluest to Chugiak, of approximctely 28 miles of
‘paving, Rough greding is almost camplete with the contractor now reworking
the Eagle River cuts. Their crusher is set up in the pit at Fort Richardsan
produc:.n:* plant mix cggregate. Work of nrvpar:mg the subbrade for crushed
base is getting uncer way. Present plans czll for moving the not plant early
in October to the lonument pit in Fort Riclerdson. Final paving will be mde
from this setup, :

+ .

b, Glenn Highwoy B-l:

Work on the Glem Bl section of the highway has been satisfactory
durding the month from our stondpeint, although the roclk work has been slow
through laclk of sufficient equipment., Additioral equn.pment as now been
moved in and the work is picking up. The contractor is now maintaining 22
miles of the Glernnn Highweay during cons true tion.

.

Engineering is moving a.lone, very well withthe work keeping well
ahead of the contractor!s opsrations.

ce Glenn I:Ii_gh*.-.ra},r B-2:

Engineeri.g on this section is progressing fairly well with 437
of the center line being completed,

d. Anchoraze Apartrent Houses:

Contractors work on ihe Apartmert Houses was satisfactory during
the month. Block partitiocns in the basement were finished, all framing of
both buildings was corplete, plumbing and wiring was roughed in in one build-
ing and roofa.ng was started eon tle second building,

Force account work at the site corpleted during the month consisted
of excavating both sewer and water trenches, laying both lines and backfil-
ling, installing one nanhole complete with cover, olacn.xg oil storage tanxs
for aIl apartments and bac‘in.llmn- the area around the apartx.;ent basement s
with select gravel borrow,

-




Taylor - Juneau - Oct, 10, 1949 Page 6.

3+ _Weather, - ‘
Exceedingly wet weather during the first week of the mmth hampered
field work considerably. The remainder of the month has been fair for con-—

struction but plagued with intermitient rains which kept the ground soaked
up. No freezing.weather, however, vhich is unusual for Septenber,

s Miscellaneous:

Harold Miller arrived on the 3rd from Cantwell .having remained later
than his crew to compliete inventory and to store supplies for the, winter.
He is working on notes and maps al Anchorage.

Hatchett made a reconnaissance of a possible route down the Zast side
of the Nenana River between Cantwell amd lMcKinley Park,. Also a route gver
Carlo Pass on the West side. A complete report will follow,

Niemi accompanied Assistant Tnterior Secretary Wm. Warne on a flight
down the route of the old Cooper River Railmed to Cerdova. The flight
plan was reversed st the last minute due to weather, leaving D.B.Stewart at
Cordova to meet the plone after completion of the flight instead of accompany-
ing 3ecretary Warne, ‘

’

Very truly yoursg,
&’W""’ \
Vi, J. Niemi .
: District Zngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for Aug, 1949, Anchorage District, Anchorage,
. Alasika.

1. DBy Government Forces: ﬂ,

a, Anchorcze Roads: /

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month, Some roads at Mountain View were graveled by
interested ‘parties and at the same time spot gravelling was also done on the
main loop which we maintain.

Numerous requests are being received for the installation of driveway
culverts on ihe Spenard Roads. lany of these are on the main road and we are
recommending that the peorle concernsd bridge the ditch rather than install an

snsive culvert which must necessarily be torn out next year when the main
road is regraded and paved,

be Potier Road:

18/5¢

Barly in the month the grading crew finished earth movement on the
Potter Road and Forsman Bruhn's crew was moved out to the Matanuska Valley to
work on new farm roads., Bd Ueeck returned from Dillingham and the gravel crew
was turned over to him to continue widening and bringing up to grade both
Potter and Sand Lake farm road. About one mile remains to be brought up to
grade across swampy ground on the Fotter road and some widening of fill on the
Sand Lake farm road, Both should be complete in late Septamber. Grader main-
tenance over the route kept it in fine condition during the menths. Feople of

Anchorage are developing the habit of driving to Potter, and tne road carries
heavy Sunday traffic,

ce Anchorage-Palmeyr Hizhway:

Maintenance during the entire month wus performed by the contractor
on the job and although the road became rough at times it wes at no time ime
passable, The Goat Creek bridge was completed during the month and truffic
routed over it on the l6th. Trouble was experienced in getting decking as it
was the lust item of bridge luaber received, not arriving in Anchorage until
the 13th. As it worked out, however, Knik Glacier did not break until the 1ith
and water did not cover our Bailey Bridge detour until the 13th, after the
new bridge was open. After the waters receded the Bailey was taken up and
resoved to Ship Creek where it will be erected as a detour diring replacement
of the old bridgs at that point of the Anchorage-Palmer Highway,

P, PN



The Matanuska River Bridge was redecked while the crew was waiting for
.- the decking for Goat Creek to arrive, Running plank and vheelguard were re-
moved and new planking was laid longitudinally for the full width of the deck
before replacing the wheelguard, Repairs were made on the south portal of the
Knik River bridge,

. d, ‘Anchorzze Depot:

Work around the depot tihis month donsisted of erecting one guonset hut
on the platform built last month, laying the foundoiion for another and hauling
+opsoil into the yard between the garage and warehouse. This last was raked
dovn and leveled off., I{ is rnot planned to complete this project until next
spring, when more funds will be available., Storage racks were built in the ware-
house and the moving of parts and non-perisiables into the quonset was stirted,
Missing elevator parts for the garage finally arrived. One of the guide rails
was two inches too narrow and a piece had to be scabbed on for the full length
to meke it useable.

.

e, Valley Boads:

Other than grader maintensznce on the main travelled roads very little
work was done in the valley this month, Three miles of brush were dozed off
the sides of the Palmer-lMatenuska road and 3/4 of a mile of fence erscted where
the plovs tore it down last winter. Barbed wire was furnished twoe farners who
put up their own Iences whici: we tore down lest winter, In the future we do
not plan to furnish any more wire or labor for rences dumaged by snow removal.
Farmers have been requesied to rmove all fences back to give us a sixty foot
right-of-way -— otherwise winter snow removal may not be possible without damage
to fences,

fe Mountzin Roads:

Only necessary maintenance was performed on the Mountein Roads during the
month, .

ge¢ Glenn Hizhway: ,

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good condition
during the month. Late in the month the Vigdanls from Camp 83 mile went on leave
and Foreman Stadler moved down from 115 mile to take over the maintcnance con the
entire routes Mrs. Stadler is doing tiie cooking for the meintenance crew and also the
engineering crews on the upper end of Section Glemn B-l,

h, Homer Roads:

Regular maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
Soft spots in the completed section of the East End road were filled with gravel
and the hill road was reditched where sluffing had occurred during tle rains,
The roads remained in good condition all curing the month.

i+ Russian River«Homer Road:

On the Kenal end maintenance with the totor patrols kept the road in good‘
e



shape, Fine weather during most of the month aided grading and that part which
had to be left last month due to mud was graded up and dibtched ready for gravel-
ling. Stripping was advanced 1/4 mile beyorid the Ninilchik River., The river
was down and the equipment was forded easily. Work continued very satisfactorily
mtil the last few days of the month when steady rains turned the ground into a
quagmire, slowing operations almost to a standstill, The Deep Creek River crosg-
sing was investigated by Miemi and Soberg together with the engineer and a more
guitable crossing was located upriver from the original one. Although the change
will entail several huncred feet mors of construction it will eliminate heavy
£i1ls in overflow flats and possible futuwre bank protection. Constructien costs
should be lecs, with no appreciable disadvantage in grzde and alignment, After
a study of both the Ninilchik and Deep Creek crossings it was decided to bride
both streams instead of attempting to use elephant nuts as suggested. Both streams
will reguire 100 feet of pile driven trestle, with alOO foot steel span to event~
wally replace trestle on Deep Creek.

Gruendler crusher representatives and mechanics flew to Kenal early in
the month witn repair parts for the crusher. The machine was extensively altered
with many of the v-belt drives being replaced with gear boxes and chain drives.
Repairs were effected too lote in the season to warrant setting up a camp and
putting the machine in cperction. Test runs were made, however, anc ii is felt
the machine should be put on full scale operation for a period of zbout a month
before any reports can be made on it, ’ .

On the Homer end, the work has been going somewhat slower than at Kenai
due to the feet that some of the equirment was kepit busy on farm road construc-
tion. Gravel crews moved ahezd to Starisky during tre month. A pii was located
ahead of Starisky Creek and negotiations are in progress to get five acres from
the homesteader concerned, Stripping is beyond Happy Valley, wita five miles
remaining to join with the Kenai end,

jo Farm Roads:

On 98 East End road st Homer 0,1 miles of road was graded and 2,0 miles
were gravelled curing the month. All soft spots on the road were covered and
the gracing is now finished ior the year., All the hamesteaders in this gpea ore
taken care of with the exception of one homestead that would need an adcitional
2 miles of road. This road is ncot believed justifiable until more of the inter-
vening land is taken up.

The East Hill Road at Homer was extended 1,6 miles to take care of addi-
tional homesteaders in that area, Gracing was completed but no attempt was
made to gravel this road due to long haul from the Homer spit.

The Anchor Point Road was completely gravelled. The graded surface became
impassable under the increased traffic which a new road invariable attracts,

Location survey lus been completed on the access road down the south bank
of the Kasilof River., It is believed further study,and some iuprovement in the
located line, will be necessary before construction of this road begins in late
September,

=3



On the Sand Leke Road, trucks worked from the Wells pit on the Potter
Road to finish gravel fills over the swampy sections. OCne carryall and cat were
used early in the month to cut down several of sand and gravel hills on this
route, The road was connected about the 15th of the month when the trucks
moved onto the Potter Road to augment our equipment there, Altogether 3.5 miles
of Toad have been completed with an all weather gravel surface. It is believed
that more work will be necessery next month after present fills setile across
the swamps,
) The Airport Heights Road, 1.5 miles in length, was built with me dozer
and one carryall and czt in 4 actual working days during the month. Motor graders
followed with ditches. Soil material was removed to gravel, thereby eliminating
necessity for surfacing. This road, besides giving an access road to the people
in the area, was needed by the ARC as an access from the Svenard ares to our gravel
pit located in the school section at the end of Merrill Field. A small timber
trestle bridge was built across Chester Creek and approach fills were pushed out
with the dozer.

During the good weather, the work on the Schrok Road was carried through
to completion for the season. Although all the people in the vicinity are taken
care of, there seems to be an influx of setilers in tils area and a reasonable
assumption is thet we will be called on to extend this roud in the future.

Equipment was moved from the Shrock Road to the Davis Road or Route 35-J.
Three fzmilies that have made a full-tine effart to farm the land have no access
road and consequently lost most of tueir procuce last year through tneir inabili-
ty to get it to market, This project was pramised for last scason b was over-
looked in 1949 plans. ‘Jorz wes sturted late in the month on a rosd for them anc
should te completed early in Seplember, Length of road to oe constructed is ap-
proximetely one mile anc the setilers are assisting in cstruction.

Work was strrted on' the Pittman Road early in the month. Ray Bruints
grading crew moved from the Potter Road with grading equipment to ao the work.
During the early part of the month, work progresced so satisfactorily thet 1t
was decided %o continue on to Pittman., Jack VanZanten and his crew woriked both
on location and construction on this pro ject. Sections of swanpy ground sncoun-
tered along the route proved to heve sound gravel bottoms and did not slow the
work materially. A standard width gravelled swrfzce road has been complsted to
within one mile of the Pittman Station. Humerous settlers at Big Lake reguested
that the road be extended to the lake, Lack of funds and other priority jobs
made this impossible; however one tractor worked 3 days filling swampy ground on
the 11 mile route so the old road is passable to truck traific. Homesteaders con-
cerned paid all operating expenses with the tractor being donated free of rental
by the Commission.

Surveys were started on the Sutton-Jonesville Road, Present plans are to
follow up the east side of the ARR tracks,staying outside of thelr right ~of~way,
cross the tracks approxim:tely ane mile from Sutton and continue on the west side
of the tracks., Grading crews will be moving into the Sutton Camp early in
September, . '

_A_ ]



ke Dillingham:

Ed Ueeck reported back to the Anchorage Office on the lst of the
monthe Work was turned ov:r to Mr.Ernest R. Pylmer, of Dilliingham,and the
quonset type shop hus been completed, Other work consisted of ditching and
maintenance with the motor patrol.

1, Bethel:

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling samd to pateh up the road where
it showed signs of going to pieces. Our foreman, Mr. Marsh, recommends that
we plan on cribbing the approacihes of the slough bridge with lc-s which could
be obtained locally, This will be investigated when someone gets down that
way and recommendations made in future programs.

m, Kodiak: ’ . ’
The only report received from Kodiak for the month was given verbale
1y from a Captain Bucy, ACS Station Chief from Xodiak. He stated that Stover
was doing a fine Jjob and the roads are in excellent condition.

n, Takotna and Flat Roada:

Ditching and improvement of the road between Candle Hill and the land-
ing was continued. Additional gravel was piaced at the landing. Routine main-
tenance was periorzed on all Flabt roads and a powder house hxlx5 was bullt during
the month,

.

0, MecKinley Park:

Work during the month consisted of filling waéhes and sags in Miles
58, 59, 69, 72, 75 and 79, Bridge appreaches were raised at Miles 87.8, 41.7 and
42 miles. Necessary bridge repairs during the month were as follows:

Mile 1.8 decking and running plank at approaches
Mile 3.5 repaired abutments _
. Mile 12,8 decking and running plank renewed
Mile 16,6 repaired abutments
Mile 19,5 and 19.6 running plank and railings replaced
Mile 20.4 decking and running plank renewed
Mile 30,9 running plank replaced
Mile 41.7 repaired abutments
Mile 43.2 piling braced and repaired
Mile 60.8 replaced one bent and abutment braces
Mile 87.8 replaced approach decking and running plank

Two culverts were extended to take care of shoulder washing, one at
mile 46 and the other at 13, Brush was cut along the road in miles 1 ard 2, and
all streams and wash chaninels cleaned and re-ditched,

Early in the month about 3 inches of snow fell at Camp Eilson but it
melted soon after it hit the ground,
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p. _McKinley Park-Susitna- River Survey:

A cantract for supplying Miller's survey party by air from

Anchorage was awarded early in the month and first flight made August 3, land-
ing at a small field built by survey dozer. On the 24th Niemi flew in but was
unable to land due to failure to cut brush on the end of the field whith was
requested by the pilot on the previous flight. Purpose of the fliglt was to
ook over the route and also to pull in the survey crew which wus lLogging down
due to constant trouble with tractor equipment, long supply lines, and poor
communications. Thirty miles of location was also deemed sufficient ahead of
construction, since the route has been definitely determined to the Susitna
Crossing.

Persomnel {rom this crew, together with badly needed survey instru-
ments, were moved to Section Glenn B-2 at the end of the month, Hiller is
expected down in a few days after storing supplies at Cantwell and teking in-
ventory.

de Talkeetna:

Work at Talkeetna consisted of routine maintenance with giavel
trucks and maintainers, Niemi made an inspectdon tour of the work on the 24th
and at that time ii was decided to shut down the work the 1lst of September,
Mulvaney will take over the job of maintenance man at 115 mile camp, Glenn
Highway, and Mrs, Mulvaney as cook for the survey party on Glenn B-Z now
working from that camp.

r. Anchoraze Aspvhalt Plant:

A scale repair man was borrowed from the ARR to check the scales
both at Anchoraze and at Valdez, He was taken to Valdez on the lhth and was
back to work on the Anchoraze scales on the 17th, Tests proved that our sccles
were badly out of adjustment and upon raising the deck it was found that one
of the pivot points was Liroken, No replacerments were on hand so one was made
from some stock that was available from the ARR. Upon Mr. Erwin's suggestions,
a complete set of pivots were ordered to be carried in stock ai Anchorage. The
parts will fit both sets of scales and in case of another breakdown can be in-
stalled immeciztely, It was believed that the scales breakdown was due to the

trucks running over the corner when pulling out., A piling was set at the cor-
ner of the pit to remedy this, The pit apprcach, which was soft and filled with
large rock was also dug out and replaced with select gravel,

Work is still being carried on by the operators in painting the pipe
lines with a water proofing compound. Almost daily deliveries of asphalt are
being made to contractor on Section Glenn g,

2, BY CONTRACT

8e Glenn Highway, Section Az

Paving has been completed on that section of the highway between
Palmer and one half mile South of Knik Bridge. The asphalt plant was moved
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.. down to 1& mile and the Eklutna flats have been paved for about 4 miles, The
contractorts plans are to do only such paving as is ready in the vicinity of
the present plant set-up, and get the crushed buse course down on the rest of
the road and leave it until spring. The crusher was moved to the Merrill Field
pit late in the month and it is the contractor!s plans to lay crush from the
City limits towards Chugisk. Although the road is in better conditicn than
during previous montn, it still is rough over the first 15 miles from Anchorage.
An inadequacy of road construction and slow signs is also very noticeable all
through the contract. Progress estimates show the work as being 55% coupletes

be @lenn Birhuway, B-l:

Work on this section of the highway is moving aleng satisfactorily,
the operations being concentrated between Palmer and Sutton. Bome rock dril-
ling is in progress on the rock bluffs a few miles south of Chickaloon, Actual
construction on the project is approximately §% complete. Construction engineer-
ing on the contiract is moving along well after a poor start, although the crews
are still handicapped somewhat by shortage of wvehicles. The contractor has
started erection of construction camp at Mile 95.

ce Glenn Hizghvav, B-2:

Mr, McAlister, Resident Engineer, for this work started survey work
on the 23d to obtain data for design during the winter., MNiller's crew, complste
with cook, was sent to 115 Mile Camp on the 31lst of August to augment McAlister's
single party. Present plans are for him to operate from 115 Mile Camp for the
entire project until weasther farces a shutdown.

d. Anchorace Aparizent Houses:

Work of preparing the site for the apartments was completed and the
contractor sturted actual construction on the 13th of the month., Since then
work has progressed very satisfactorily with both basements being poured complete
with floors and walls., Concrete block partiticns in the basenent have been com=-
pleted in ane building.

3. Weathers:

Weather has been exceptionally good for the month of August with rain-
f£all below normal for most of the periocd. The 27th proved to be the second hot-
test day of the year. Since the 29th, rain has been falling,with resultant
hindrance and slowdown of constructim.

Le Miscellaneous:

On Aupust 8, the earth auger hit a power line on the Post road, while
it was moving from cne hole to the next., Lines were broken ana the auger was
overturned but very little damage occurred.
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Merle Harding, P-2,Inspectar for Glenn B-l, arrived from Seattle
via PNA on the 10th,

The Knik Glacier broke August l4ith, Water rose 13 feet 3 inches
before reaching its crest at noon of August 22nd,

Dorn L. Ellery, P-3, Engineer for Glenn B-2, arrived on transfer
from Bureau of Reclamation on August 23,

) Louis P. Hendricks, "ngineer P=2, arrived on the 31lst and has been
assigned to Foreman Soberg at Kenai to replace Chesier F. Hicker, resigned,

wmo Jc iEmi
N : District Engineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for July 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchoraze, alaska.

1., By Government Forces

a, Anchora=e Roads: . -

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorarse roads
in good condition during the month. The Fourth Avenue maving which was laid
down last fall became rutted and was scarified and relaid during the edrly part
of the month. Upon inspection, it was found that the oil Ims not cured at all
under the top one hall inch and it worked as though it had just been nixed. The
South apprcach to the Ship Creek bridze washed oubl early in the month and riprap
consisting of severnl old truck bodiss was placed to protect the abutment and
f£ili pefore it was replaced, Traffic was routed arcund tarcugh The Alaska Raii-
road yard while repairs were being nade.

The east suard rail on the Chester Creek Bridge at Spenard Read was v
replaced after being wrecked by a car, ‘=
oo -

b, Potier Road:

tnis route was very good tiis month althicuzh some local -

of the regrading, The £ilL on the Anehceruze end of the

feet and mucn of it prouzht up to zrade, Resracing was
carried across numsrous smali swamps alongz the route where the fills placed

last yezr had setiled cown to swamp level, Fills &t Rabbit and Little Raboit

were widened and brousht un to-standard and numercus culveris were lengthened

to take care of ithe added width. Late in the month, trucks were taken ofl the

job of making fills from the CJ.3 and Wells pits and put in the Rabuit Creek pit

so gravel could be placed over that section of rood already up to ocur new standards.
The gravel progran is progressing very satisfactorily.

Preogress on
rains slowed down rmuch
road was widered to 23

Grader maintenance over the entire route kept it in fine condition
during the month,

¢t. Mountain View Roads:

kept the reads in this
been contemnl:ted in
it seems certain that
added to our system for

Aeguwlar maintenance with the motor patrols
area in zood condition. o new road construction has
Hountain View bul with tlhe erection of the new schocol
another gquarter of a mile of road will necesséarily be
maintenance for convenience of the schocl buses,

lw
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d. Anchorace-Paluer Ui~hvay:

Early in the month all the highway beyond the Fort Richardeon MP Cate
No. 3 was turnzd over to the contractor for mzintenance. The section from the
Anchorage City Limits to this point was maintained by our motor graders until
the 20th of the month when the contractor moved in and started grading. At that
time he assumed responsibility for maintenance on the entire 48 miles,

The Peters Creek fills were made early in the menth by the contractor
and treffic was routed over tie new bridse. Twice during the month rains caused
the untamped approach fill to sluff around the bridse abutments, tut traffic was
routed araind the old road while the slight damaze was repaired. To prevent re-
currance of the sluiling, 3 feet of bulkhead were added to the east abutment.
No traffic delays were exrerienced during these periods,

e, Anchoram Devot:

: No actual gradingz was done around the depot this month. The wiring
for the cold storage box was run in and ‘the box has been operating most of the
month., The contractor on the warenouse finally received his mafterizls and

has completed the rspair work on the second floor. Latest reports from nim are
that ne still has not received nis gates for the elevator. llaterials are slow
in coming from the States as is evidenced by the fzet that tie elevator in the
garage is still being seld up pending the arrival of the guides,

A loading ramp 200 feet longz has been built at the back of the yard,
using old timbers szlvaged from the old-Sutton yard, It is planned to erect
quonset huts on ore end of it to be used for storage for nonperishable goods,
during the winter, '

Water lines have been run into the mess and & shower tus been com—
pleted in one end of one of the bunk houses,

f. Valler cads:

Rouline maintenance was performed durinz the month with motor graders
and the roads were kept in good condition during the entire scnth, Cne dozer
was kept busy c¢leaninz brush from the right-of-way in these areas wierc it was
encroaching upon the ditech or roadway. Six miles of brush was removed on the

Bodenberg Butte rcad and one mile along the Palmer~wasilla road.

g. Xountain Roads:

The Hatcher Swmmit was opened up on the 15th of the monti and the
road opened to the Lucky Shot liine, Due to bad washouts on the Villow creek
road, however, traffic could not get into Willow until a week later. During
the second run-off this spring, Willow creek swung over and ran down the center
of the road and extensive repairs were necessary to make the road passabie, Peter
Nelson and his crew was moved.down froin Colorado upon compliebticn or their work
there, and camp was set up at Willoew. Work was carried on with two trucks sent
up from Anchora e and the Cat that came back with the crew, The Grubstake tiine
road was repaired, as thc owners plan on operating this year. Nothingz extensive

e
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was dore on the roads and it is probable that more extensive repairs will be
required for next year if the roads are to be braight back and maintained to .
our standurds. ‘

he Glenn lishwav:

.

Regular mainienarce with the mctor patrols kept the rcead in good
condition during the month, Crews were kept busy removing slides that have oc-
curred during tne past seasm, opening ditehes and filling szall washes along
che Matanuska River. '

i, Homer Noads:

Rezular ::aintenance was perforied during the month with motor patrols.
The Diamond Hidze Road was ditched and the sections that shewed the worst wear
were graveled. OGravel had to be nauled up the long hill so spot gravelling was
all that could be attempted, The Hill roac and the Zast End Road were maintazin-
ed and ditches cleaned witna the motor graders. . :

J« Russian River-Hemer Rcad:

On the Kenai end, naintensnce was performed with motor vetrols. During
the early part of the month while the weather was favorable, erading was carricd
forward to Clam Gulch zmd the cut made on the Horth side of Clam Gulch Cresk., The
weatner then tock a turn for the worse and zrading of the next 3} miles was im~
practicable due to lack of ~ravel and the clay nature of ths soil. This area was
by-pzssed and tle grading croew moved forward ower to the road to better sround.
Grading 15 being backed up over this zap whenever it appears feasible tor woric it,
Gravelling is goinz somewiat siower as there is 1o sign of any materizl that will
stand up either as £ill across the swampy areas or for surfacing for an eighth
mile stretech; and the material siust be hauled from the pit 2 miles south of the
Kasilof River, Clexzring and stripgping is moving zhead rapidly with il caiup now
set up €} wiles north of the Ninilchik River. ’

The Gruendler crusher service man was down to look a2t the crusher early
in the month and admi‘ted the obvious faults of the machine, He returned to tn
factory and the latest report from him was that tie entire enzineering departient
and the mechaniczl departments were Susy redesisninz and fabricatin~ rerlacerent
parts, Factory mechanics are due in inchorage on the Lih of Aumst to handle the
Job of reconverting tie crusher when the rarts arrive.

At Homer the weather has been exceedingly wet, Althaich the actual
rainfall hzs not been greut, the lack of any drying weather slowed the work dowm.
Arezs thatcarld normally hove been workad with the pull sreder and carryalls re-
quired from Lwo to thrse feet of gravel fill before they could be crossed. .uch
of the ground ahead of constructim is of the stme type and will necessarily siow
the job considerably. Gravel is now beinz obtaincd from the pit at anchor liver:
with the next pit in sight at Starisky Crossing, The rrading crews mnve moved to
Starisky, with the gravel erew still working out of Anchor River.

3
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ke Farn Roads:

On 98 LBast End read at [lomer 0.3 miles of road was groded and gravel-
led during the month., Further work nad to be discontinued on the extension
until drying weather permdibs. .

The Anchor Poin% Farm road was complcted during the month with the
exception of gravel, which will be omitted on much of the road this year, Actual
work done consisted of 1.4 miles o clearing, stripping and grading and one
half mile of gravelling. . . -

St. Johns farm road, off the Potter rozd, wias built and zravelled
during the month., Homestzacers conceorned did all the slashing and corduroycd
the swanpy areas. They also sugzested that 1f our equirment was too busy ithey
could take care of the surfeecing also after the grading wes finished. This,
however, wa3 taken care of with the carryalls rizht along witi the grading.
Altogether Q.4 miles of road was cleared, stripped, graded and gravelled.

On the Sand Lake fara road, the trucks were moved zround to the Potter
end of the read and work carried cn from the Wells pit. actual fill placed during
the month s 1 mile with 2500 fest of the way beinz cordurcyed. Thz bridge
across Camgoell creek has beer, completed with a total lenzth of 52 feet, [he
piling were driven by the llew Byers 3/4 yard riz with a drop hammer on swinging
leads, T he Zyers proves Lo be too slow to operzte with any dearee of elficiency
using the drop hammer, A4 stes: harmer end swinging leclds have been secured f{rom
the Ariy to comnlemeat our bridgze crew!s equipment, a2nd it is planned to use cur
thawing boilers to furnish necess:ry stean, '

Work contimed during the month on ths Schrock Read in the Valley.
Althouch the area did not dry cue tw the dawp weatler, come procress was made,
work accomplished consisted of one anu one helf miles clearsd and stripocd and
0.7 miles graoded., OSose zravelling was done but only 2 negligible amount went
into new worx 2s the road already surfaced broke up during vhe web wezther and
hed to be reinforced.

Bouipment moved in on the Clarik road during the last few days of ae
month but nobthing wus dene other than patch up that portion already completed.

Peter MNelson has woved to ‘asilla and is enzuged in setting up canp
far construction of the Fitman Farm road., It is planned to move the gracing
equipment from Anchorae unon conplstion of grading work on the Potter job
early in august. The zravelling crew will stay at Potter and comrlete surfacing
witihin avzilable funds, Jachk VanZanten and his erew moved to Falmer and are
running the surve; for the new road to Pitaan. At present the P-line is comrleted
for 2% miles ami some final lecztion mde. The road has been pulled away fron
the Alaska Reilreed Treel: and the new location follows dry ridges, with only minor
swampy areas, I veather.conditions are favorable we may try to work on to
Pitwan, a total of cbout 4 miles of new consiruction.

-
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1. Dillingham:

T The last report from Zd. Ueeck, Foreman at Dillingham, stated that
the roads were in pod condition., MNew pits have been stripped and the motor
patrol spent most of the month pushing the moss and small brush back where i%
was encroaching on the roadway.

The site for the shop has been stripped, the timber shoring erected
and most of the steel framework erected for the hut, Present plons are to
leave Ueeck at Diilin~ham until the ersction is con-lete znd then have him turn
the work over to lr. Palner, wno is 2%t present working for ws a3 mechanic. lir.
Palmer hasg been instructed to do enly necessary vork an the roads during the
rerainder of the scasm,

m. Kodialk;
Maintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols,
M3ill Bay road was recditched as the ditches were siuffed full and the base road
was kept clear of falling rock during the month. '

n., MeKinlsy Park:

The 20-3 snovel was moved to Savaze River and gravel was hauled on
the sags and soft shoulders 2t miles 6,12, and 13, Cn the 13th, the shovel was
again moved, tiis tiue to the pit at 26 mile; and washes and sags from miles 2L
to mile 34 were filled,

L -

Early in the month the D-& moved to Camp Eilson and widened the road by
cleaning up the slufif that the meltin«s snows hud brouzht down. Both maintainers
ave been working duri:g the month andé the road as far as 54 mile is in goed
conditicn, Bridre railing end running plank were reclaced on the 63 mile bridge.
Rains steried in tle Park on the 20th and it has been raining almost constantly
ever since.

. Two foot bridges were replaced on the Three Lakes Trcdl, with the mand
rails arxd approaches being repaired,

o, Takotna ani Flat Roads:

' The first inspecticn of Takotna roads this season revealed them to
be in excellent conditim, especially tle main travelled roads. At Takobna,
Foreman Foorman nas & small camp at Mile 13 near the Tatalina Flats and is
gravelling and ditching toward Cendle Creek and Sterlins Landing. Some work
will also be done at ihe landinz to provide more gravelled zrea for storing
supplies during unloading of rdiver steamers, Tue Innokio Dredging Comoan*' is
taking over the old Shonbeck dredge on uvper Gaines Creek and is shipping in
about 300 tons of miterisls to rebuild it, inciuding new pontoons te¢ replace
the wooden hull, Thiis will mean considerable freipht and fuel ower the road
this season., The mirers are dozing a rood down Yankee Creek to avoid the crook-
ed, narrow rosd at tite beeginning of the Ganes Foad. Some grading and spot

+  graveiling will be done by our forces rather than attempt to improve and saine-
tain the old road, Takotna crew will be reduced about the middle of September
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and about a six weeks vork done Soward coupletion of the garage.for spring
ove rhauls : L

‘At Flat Foreman Alderson and one man have done an excellent job
of maintaininy the roads which Panter left in such good condition. Thedir
work hos been largely spot gravellinz and surface maintensznce, using a trap
and dozer for loadin:s {rom selected pits, boih men drivinz dwip trucks on
haul, & small louder of some type will be procured for next sesason to
utilize the nuzerous fine tuiling piles along all roads, thereby eliminating
long havl from pits suitzole for trap lezding.

There are still numerous requests for information on our plans for
canstruction of the roid to the Kuskokwim River at Crooked Creek. One operztor
claims thet he saved ,7,000.00 on winbter Ireighting 400 drums of fuel over
this route last wintcr,

ps Colorado: . -

Work was started on the bridze across the South Fork and necessary
repairs completed early in the month. Maintenance vas performed by reter Helson
and consisted cf fillinz nuwnercus washeuts, dozing slides off the road to the
coal mine and fillinz around the zpproaches of the bridge at the saw mill, The
washout at the. end of the South fork bricze was repaired dy placing a log crib
on the 'upstrean side of the fi.l and bacikfiliin® it with gravel, Tee lack of
elevation for a bridze and the fact that the old driver at Colorzdo would not
stand being torn down and erected on the far side of the truss withouti o major
overhaul job influenced cur decision to crib tie gep rather than try to biidse
across it., Subsequent reports have been received from the mine owmer that toe
river rose azain and washed out part of the fill, He had a Cat on the site,
however, and repairs were ilmmedistely made, Hatcheit uade a trip to Colorace
durinz the time of repair and conecurred with the Foreman cn the job that the
backfilling and riprapping wauld prove to be satisfactory., 4t that time the
roads were in very good conditia: and extaisive maintenance was act necessary.

Je Bethel:

Work has been carried forward during the month on the hill road
and it now extends to lUrs, lLarien's residence, about half way between the air-
port and the spur constructed last year., Lack of funds has stopped ti:e vork
at Bethel ard unless more soney is fortheoming, plens are to complete the road
early next jsar,

Trouble has been experienced during thne month with the Slough bridge
in that the breakup pulled the west pier 18 inches out of line and caused
settlevent of 21 inches. The water this year did not drop low enough to expose
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the footings so repair work hzd to be carried on under water. Piling were
purclased locally, and with a rerted pusp they have been jettod dowm, using
a bumping block as a driver, It is expected that this will alleviate any
future trouble with the structure, Road maintenance and improvesents have
had to suffer tiis year as a reswit of tiis extra work.

r. McKinler Parx-=Susitna 3iver Survey: '

Hatchett made 2 trip inte liillerts ecamp during the month and every-
thing is going satisfactorily., Trouble is still being experienced with the two
tractars. The hoist on the Tl-..4 broke znd it is impossible to use the blade,
The D=/ is down tecause tie irack rails are worn out. 3oth items are on order
and will b®& replaced as soon as possible, IHillerts camp is now at 24 !4dJe and it
is planned to supply bhim by 2ir as soon as the air strip he is constructing nas
been completed. First {light is planned for August 3. A radic receiver-trans-
mitter has been cecured arc is being set up at his camp so better communicaticn
and co~ordinaticn can be arranged hetween nis field crews and the office.

2e B}‘( Contract:

a, Anchorave Asphalt Plant Contract I-a2re-4086, 3-1-K-Co.

Work cene at the plant this menth consisted of force account erection
of & 400 feet of st.el suard rail between the fence anu tre road, painting of
exposed piping in the yard, ard miscellaneous cleanup around the zrez b-r cur
forces.,

Formal accept.mce of the worl was mude after an inspection early in
the menth by Lir. Wm, J. ildewd, Districy _Jnalneer, ¥r. daub, C'_lef Couurg.cts Divi-
“sicn, lr. Tapley, Chiefl, Zngineering Jid sion, and lir, S.,u.-* p, MK Engineer.

Mr, Marvin E. Jenkins, Consultant, completed his work au the 15th of
the nenth,

"b, Glenn Hi~hwew Sacticn Ay

[

Groding is,.being carried forward on the entire project and all the
road has been turncd over to the coniractor by the .!.lc.S(" Zor.d Commdssion for
raintenance. On the 18th, the contractor started srading operztis on tie
Ancnorare end of the work. At the present tine tae roud from anchora: e City
limits to the LP gate Humber 3 is being prepared for the crusher base. .

’

Je
o

Actual laying of the paving has been retarded by wet weather., However,
there are now 8% miles laid on the Palmer end, Yost of the work appears satis-
factory altnou;h several spots show sigrs of ravelline under traffic, Additives
have been siipped in to prevent stripring.

Inadeguate maintenance of the road and lack of courtesy to the iravel-
ling public have been noticeable on this project.

. -7-
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¢. Glenn Hichwav, B-1 Secticn,

The contractor complet od setting up his camp early in the month and
started grading work from The ilaska Railroad track at Palmer, At the present
time, less than one percent of thc work is completcd but with more equipment
moving onto the job daily the grading shauld be well under way next month,

The engineering is moving ahead, with the IL-line 953 comrleted and -
cross—secticns eighty percent comoleted.

d. CQlenn Hi-hmy, -2 Sectica.

My. 7. V. lcAlister has been employcd as Resid ent Zngineer £ or the
work amd is ai rresent with tie snaineers of the B-1l secticn. e are in the
process of recruiting a crew to begin the survey work, with no success to date
on instrument men. Headguarters will be at our 115 ¥ile cawmp, and later at
Eureka Roachouse. :

3. Vieather:

Weather for the firsi two weeks of the month comparcd faveraoly with Cali-
fornia, The sun wes ai work every d=y ami very little rain fell during that time
aiding constructim considerably. During the last two weeks, rains nove failen
almost ev.ry day, nct hexvily, but enouzh to turn the construction areas into a
quagnire of mud., Little drying weather was encountered durins this time and those
days that it did not rain were so cloudy thzt little drying occurred.

Le Yiscellaneous:

On the 15th of the month, the truck that wes used to naul dieszel fuel io
the Potter camp broke its gas line., The gns was ignited by the exhaust and as a
result flames consumed the entire truck. The incident oceurred in the heavily
settled Spenard area, but the driver had sufTicient presence of mind to run tlre
truck off the road and into a vacant lot. The driver was not injured., 2.¢ for-
tunately the tank of diesel fuel ¢id nct ignite, There was no opportunity to save
the truck bul the lo.s was not gres=t zs it was cne of the older models ready to
be scrapped. :

Mr, Wm, J. dieni, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the Takotna
and Flat areas during the momth, .

Hatchett made an inspection trip of the Colorado Statim road, the Cantwell
- survey, ard McKinley Park roacds durinz the month.

Colonel oyes arrived m the 26th and made a tour of inspection of the
Turnagain Ars projects ard the Kenai-Homer areas, returninz to Anchora e on the 29th.

Mp. A,F.Ghizlione arrived on the 29th, and spent the 30th in local cenferences
and inspecticn with Colcnel Noyes,
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On the 31st, Colonel Noyes, acconpanied by Mr. Chigl. one and Abtott,
made an inspecticn trip of the Valley roads,

Colonel Noyes left for Fairbanks, Mr.Ghiglione for iLicKinley Park, on
the 1lst of August. .

Very truly yours,

Vim, J. 4iemd
Wdlismn ' Distridt Engineer
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SU3JZCT: Monthly situation report for June 1549, Anchoraje District, T

Aneuora ®, alasia.
l., By Goverrnment Forces,

a. Anchora~ze Roads:

Routine rmaintenance was perlorred on all the Anchorajge roads.
Ditches were kept clean ard surf.ce gracdinz was accomplisied with motor patrols.
Heavy rains started on tie 20th of the menth and some damage occurred to the
Anchorage roads. Constani patrollinz and flagzing of tne washed areas until
graders could arrive to repair them was done during this period. The approach
on the North end of the Fourth iAvenue Ship Creek Bridge washed out on the 23th.
The road was immediztely blocked off, traffic routed araind throuzh the ARR
yard, repairs accomplisiied, and the rc:zd azain opened to traffic two hours afier
the washout occurrsd. Apparently hish water during the preceding week had caused
a backeddy under ihe bridge which kept eating into the £ill until it sluffed ava]
from the planking zt the end of the bridze., Repairs viere made by adding planks
and replacing tne washed matorial.

e ¢

b. Potter Read: .

Despite intermittent rains, progress was considered good on this
section., The fill across Foliter Swamp was made, the zeavy cut in the centir
completed ond the entire one half mile widened to 28 ft. Trucks made the fill
on the Anchoruze end from wWells Pit, elephant huts were installed in Campbell
Creek and the rozd tied into the Zast G. road. The rains which started on tue
20th slowed the work somewhat and the equipmen® had to be pulled back to regrode
gravel points that would not soften due to the wealther conditiens,

The two 48 inch culverts at Rabbit Creek were barely able to nandle
a sudden and heavy rise of waber which rose on the £ill until it reazciied wnat
was considered danger noint at 9:00 F.l., on the 22ad. Comp personnel were noved
into town and bedded down in the garage for the might, About midnight the weataer
turned colder, witll snow in tle mountains, which slowed tie runoif and allousd the
culverts to take care of tie backed uu water. Considercble erosicn of £ill oc-
curred 2t the diseinrge end of the culverts and it will be necessary to protoct
these points by reteining wails and possibly a spillway apron. Hezdwalls will
also be required at tie intaice. 'The flood was a result of a cloudburst in the
mountains, Ship Creek, at anchoraze, recched tie highest recarded level, ®o tie
flood was probubly the maximum that cun be expected. o additional culvert.
opening 1s contempicted.
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Regular maintenance was performed with the nmotor patrols during the ronth
and culverts were installed on that scction of road that wes being regraded, Par-
ties interested contributed the cost of standard culvert,

¢, Mountzin Videw Zoads:

Rezular raintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in fair
cmdition. llany petiticns have been received from the local residents for assist-
ance in improvins and .mintaining the street but due to the foet that most of tue
work woula be developing privatc subdivisions, owr policy has beer to vlace our
equipment on farm roads ratner than becowe involved in sireet problems,

d. Anchora-e-Palmer i-huay:

No maintenance ins been performed by the ARC on the Highway between
Ellubna and Palmer as the contrioctor is woridng that streten of the Hghway. His
operaticns will be discussed in Glenn A section of tuils report.

Regular maintcnance was performed during the entire menth with motor
patrols andsuntil the heavy rains of the 20th, thru the 26ths tie roads were in
good condition. On the 21lst the small creek ot 15 mile jumped its banks and
started flowinz over iae road, washing out one lane but le:vinz one lane open to
traffic., This washom was flagzzed and traffic was allowed throush the one lane.
Water could not be diverted, and =3 the culvert would not liandle it no attempt
was made to do anytling other than brush the lower side of the rosd to prevemnt
further washing. A man was statimed at the culvert to slow approaciing traffic end
keepn the culvert clean of debris.

Cn the 22, Coble Creek went over the road at 3:00 A.d., clesing the
Fagt anproach to the new Hagle River 3ridge. The area was flagzed and traffic
detoured over tne old rvad. The washcout was caused by flash flcods in the sur-
rounding mountains and the lack of a wingwall on the upstreanm end of ihe culvert.
water maldng & turn to emier the culvert caused 2 backeddy thib washed the fill
naterial from under the culvert mouth, eight of the £i11 on the center of the
pipe caused it to breck allowing the intake to rise above water level. The waier
then rose nigh enougzh to run alony the £i11 for a distance of 300 yds. and even-
tually crossed tie read in several places taking the fill with it. A dozer was
used in an atteipt Lo chonge the channel and run the water along the reazd but not
until the 23d was the rachine able to get oud in the woter due to its depth., A
temporary cinnnel was completed and the rocd opened to traffic on the 25th, It is
not planned to do any extensive work on tiie hill as the contracter «dll be moving
in during July and at thet time the creek will be re~routed away from the rood.

Heavy runoff on Peters Creek Hill wasted oubt one avrmroach on the 22d
but this was repaired immedictely =nd traffic was not delayed. Goat Creex apnroach
washed out on the 23d bul wus repaired in two heurs. Passenger cars were allowed’
across the bridsze while repairs were wade but truck traffic was nelted during
that time. .

.
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Mr. McGovern and nis bridge crew of four experienced men arrived in
Anchoraze on the 20th from Homer and started hauling stecl for tiie temporary
Goat Creek Crossing. Arrangements were previously made with the army to get two
Bailey Bridges to be used at detours while Gout Oreek and Ship Creek bridges were
being built. The detour bridge job went alonz very well and was completed on the
29th, 'The contrzctor .as made the approach fills and the bridge is now ready to
open for traffic. It is not planncd to open it until the piling arrive for the
permanent bridge but in the mcantize the bridge crew has been sent to Colorado
to take carc of tie West Jork 3ridge.

e, Anchoraze cegpol:

Very liitle was done ercund the depot this month. The contractor reov-
ed his materials from the front of %ihe warehcuse and otler materials have been re-
i ved by the iRC. The Cold Storaze box arrived for the warehouse and it has been
set up in one corner of tiie ground flocr, Controls and cooling units have not
yet been hooked up as it will require running anotiher 3 phase line for the mctors.
We have an extra hook-up cn the panel board, however, and this will not be too
great a job. It is contemplated to run the line overhead in conduit along the
ceiling.

f. Valley Rozds:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair con-
dition until tne 20th. Heavy flocds at that time made mest of the roads next to
impassible dlthough tralfic was kept meving. iasioub occurred et 'icsilla Cresk
Bridge on the Palmer-fisnhhook road dubt did not close the entire road., Repairs nlave
been made. Nine miles of the Wasilla-Knik road has been brusied and five miles
regraded and regraveled.

g. lowntain Rocads:

Roads to the Fern and Independence mines werc opened up curing the
‘month. kr. Iverett of 'illow was in and reported that the roads there were bad
sirnce the last rain with the approach fill st Decepticn Creek being washed out so
traffic must use planis to get over it and Willow Creek running down the road about
15 miles out of Willow., It is plannec to start opening the Sumnit zbout July ilta,
to get equipment on this road.

he Genn Hirhway:
2 .

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept thae roud in fair con-
dition. Rains en tize 20th caused numerous small rock glides alony tie hatanuska
River and on lMoose Creek Hill., Laintainers removed thie slides and the higlwmay sy
open to traffic durirg the rainy period without interruption.

»

i. Homer foads and Dock:

During the early part of ihe month the Diomond Ridge rcead was too wet
to work., The road is built on sand with no gravel available closer than the beach’
for surfacinz. During the thaw the road beeomes impassable and numerous washes
appear in the surface, A8 soon as possible graders went over the surfice, holes

‘were filled and the road put in good wndition. Regular maintenance with the
graders kept the roads in good condition,
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The Homer dock was completed sufficiently for use during the month
and officially turned over to the Fublic Utility District on the 13th of the
month. Some bolting of bracing remains to be done for a complete job.

jo Russian River-ilomer Roads:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols. Con-
siderable regrodin: was done on the entire road, and grovel wes hauled on miles
L2 and 51 where the surfoce shosed sore signs of breaking up. Cne and one-hzalf
miles of new grading was completed, 2+ miles wos stripped and 1.6 miles has been
graveled with bise matericl. Zleven fir piling were driven wider the lioose River
Bridze to strenzthen it and new decking and oracing was laid down, The idea of
elephant hut culveris to replace the bridze has been abandoned.

The Oruendler crusher service nan arrivéd on the 2%th, and om the 30th
accompanied Mr, Wiite and ir. Petcrson to Kenei, Up until that tize the crusier
had been idle due to faulis either in castruwetica or design, or both. The vibrater
sereen fails to work uncer load, causing the agrregate to pile up an tlhe head end,
ard the single V-belt drive on tne elevator dees not have pover enough to turn the
elevator under lozd. T.e corrections on tils machire, to make it operative, will
be of major provorticas. The answers iave not et been found,

At Homer tie Starisicy Bridze hos been dompleted, the £iil cawpleted on
the scuth side and 2/3 canpleted on north side, 800 ft. of ‘niskey Creei swainp
has been corduroved and one .:alf mile zraded at Starisky crossing. The fill north
of Anchor River uas been brouzht up to grade and considerable regradinz snd resur-
facing was dene betwesn mile 13 and 16 which showed some sizns of brecking up '
during rainy weither.

k. Farm Roczds:

On 98 Zast Znd road at Hemer foriy feet of :alf round elephant aut :as
installed for the 7ritz Creek crossing and one quarter mile was cleared, stripped
and graded during the aonti.

On 75-P Sand Lae-Potier road work was carrieé on from botia ends. The
£ill made last fall as a tenporary road for the henestezders in tae area was moved
over on line and ruised avove the swamp level., The hillside on tue Potter nd of
the road proved too wet to lot the carryzlls work it advantareously so the equipment
was then pulled out and put to work on tihe gravel wnolls on 75-P. Cn the Send Late
end stripoping and grading continued tarargnh bhe monti uiti the trucks £fiilin: over
the corduroy wreviocusly laid. Joue of Lhe ground proved to b: yravel hills and
are workable even during rainstorms sucih as the one encountered during tane latter
part of the menth.,

On Schroeck Road 35-3, which was strippcd last vear to afford some relief
for the heuesteadcrs in tlabt arca, work was started toward srading anc gravellins.
* E] = -
One half mile or %o prepared stbgrade uas graded and graveled. ain on the 29th
p Y L] L= g
forced us to cease operuticns cn thie road until it drys sufficienidy to be
workable,



One tractor and operator worked all month o the Clark Read but due
to the late breakup and rains was kept busy fiiling washouts and regrading work
that had been comileted during the previous season.

1. Dillingham: S

Regular maintenance with the motor patrol amd spot gravelling with
the trucks was carried on throuch the monti. New gravel pits were stripped and
the D-7 wos repaired. Duc to lack of proper preventive maintenance on the macnine
the bolts in the track roiler f.cme became loose and the frome eracked. Ur, Ueeck
had to tear it down and wecld it. Plans are underwayr to ercet the quonset type shop
on Game Commission reserve put actucl ercction nas been held up becawe tiie local
agent is o of bown armd cannol be contacted in re~ard to a sultable location that
will not interfere witn Fisn am Wildlife plans.

m, Kodiak:

Maintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.
Nothing mere mas been received concerning the new shop ares so we are still opera-
ting from the old area.

VWork ot Kodizk was turred cver to Mr. Puul Stover's brothler on the
first of tie mmth and Lir. Stover was sent to the Park to take over maintenance tiere,
Work at Kodiak has not see:ed to suffer from the change.

n. dcKinley Park:

Zarly in the month the road was opened up into tiie Xantishna area and
minor repairs were made on all washouts. iizjor washcuts fillsd were at miles
20, 23, 26, 34, 36, 52 and 57. Kew railings and running plank were sut on the
bridges at 57 mile; railings an bridzes at 51 mile and 41 mile, and railing at
34 mile. Approximately 6CO ft. of channel was changed on the Toklab River to swing
the river awsy from the fill beiween t e two bridgzes to prevent future washouts in
that area. Slide rock was clezned frcm the rozd in Polychrome Pass, Tourists
are being transported vo this peint.

Started to snow o tie 24th and has snowed and drifted every duy zince.
(n the 29th the road to ‘jonder Lake was opened up and the Rangers! family moved
out. Took 15 haurs to iake the trip froa cemp at Toldat aml bael, DJrifiing ic
occurring from iigiway Pass to Camp Zilson and snow is falling as far down as ©
mile, Some of the drifts are from 12 to 14 feet deep and until snow stops falling
very little can be done with tie roads.

Paul Stover replaced Franik Johnmn as foremsn in the Park on the Jirst
of the month. Ix. Johnson went to Homer as stripping and corduroyiu; foreman.

0. Takotna-IFlat Citw Roads:

Reports not in as yet on either of these routes.

.




pes Colorado:

Pete jielson was sent to Colorado early in the month to start road
maintenarce and maice conp arranzereds for the bridee crew., It was learred that
the ARR station couldnot taxe care of owr bridse crew upon their arrivzl so a
complete comp outfit was sent up. Mr. UcGovern, Bridge Forenan, looked the
bridge over and sugzested that we replace numerous piles that the ice had taken
out under the existing oridge including one coauplete bent., Since a large part
of the piling sent up vo exterd the bridge were needed for maintenance it was
fecided that the washout be backfilled and riprapped. The lunber ordered for
extensicn of the briige will be utilized at McKiniey Park or Cantwell.

. 3ZSethel: .

Work was started this month o the hiil road at Bethel to rerlace
the existing road to the airfield and hospital. It is plannsd to carry this work
through to comuleticn this year as the old road is in grave danger of washing
into the river during ttie fall storms. The Airfield has been filled znd dragzed.

During the hizh water, the sloush bridse apovroaches washed cut and
botis were backfililed. lr, Zarsh, loczl foreran, suggests that & 20 ft. approzeh
bent be construcied ot eitler end of the existing siructure. Tiis wiil be looked
into during tihe month and recomendotias forwarded 4o Juneau. '

r. lcKinltey Parx-Susitna River Surver:

Kugene ‘iite zade two trips into liller's camp during the month and
he reports everjthing zoing satisfactorily. ldller revorts 15 miles complsted to
date and expects Lo be deloyed because of rud during the next month, Teather there
hag beern about tne saie as at tae Fark with cold rains and snow during the latier
part of the month. Mr, Harold Ioche was sent te liller as transitizan wnd proved
to be quite cazpable. Late in the manth he fell and sprained nis back and nad to
return to Anchoraje for trectirent., at the present time he is werking in Anchorae
with Jack VanZanten but expects to return to Cantwell as socon 2s the doctor permits.

2. By Bontract:
a. Anchorage Asphalt Flant Cantract I-arc-4086, B-i~K-Co.

Work on the plant reached the 1005 completicn mark dquring the monta.
The contractor cleaned up ~is excess materials around the arsa and has moved out.
Foruml acceptance has 'nat been made but it is expected that lUr. Daub, Chief Contrscts
Division, Mr., Cook, K~K Chief ingineer, and ir., wm. J, Hiemi, District inzineer,
will dinspect the plant early in the forticoming month so acceptance can be made,

Final training of fireuen in koiler water testin: procedure has been
delayed due to tiae nonarrival of chemiccls needed by kr. Jenkins for setting up
this procedure., The cheamicols are now enroute and training should be complelbed
withih a week or ten days.

.

b. GClem Hirhway Section A. ' ' ~

Grading has been carried forward on the section between the Knik River
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bridge and the Iklutna and the section is almost ready for the crush bose course.
The contractor has set his crusner up at the upper railrced crossing above Lklutna
and plans to haul crush back to the Knik River, During the rainy period the roed
did not become impassable, bul nuwnerous bad spots apne¢red and had to be cug out
and replaced with select material.

Prime of MC2 has been laid down for 9 miles out of Palmer and the
contractors hot mix plont is set up rezdy to st-rt laying the mat wien weather
permits. During the month 30 tons of ¥MJ2 prime was laid on the subgrade,

¢, Glenn Highwav, 3-1 Section:

Mr. Albert Torn, Resident Engineer on 3-1 was relieved of his duties
early in the month and lir, Lawrence A, Paglia arrived and has taken ovor as Resident
AEngineer on tile contract. LUr. Gamwell h=s been spending most of nis time on the
job, The work is progressing fairly well with 555 of the L line completed and
cross sections 5435 complete,

The contractor 1s nmoving in and is setting up his camp south of
King River.

3, Weathepr:

Weather during the first 20 dzys of the month wes wetter than usual but
construction and surveys prcceeded without too mucih: loss in progress except for
Kenai and liomer, Cn the 20th of the month it storted to rein aznd rained continually
until the 2%th, Due to very litile previous tnawing in the mountains warm rains
caused the small streams to run w1ld, Jump tiheir banks and wash out road fills where
the existing culverts could not nandle the water, Cn the 23th cooler weather and
snow in the mow:tains uelp'd tae situntion by giving the water time to get away.
Trafflc on the hnizimays was kent moving by cetours and expedient fills but many of

he farm roads in tie Valle" were 1mﬁ;sqaale dupinz this period, ‘leather in the
Par;c Was even worse ‘::Lth snow f.:...l:m"' continually from the Z24th to the 30th. Snow
fell as far dowil &s 5 mile,

4. Y¥iscellaneous:

Ur. Tke Taylor arrived for an insrection tour on June 1. His tour included
all three Districts and ne returned to Junezu from Anchorage on the 30%l,

Mr, Wa. J. Nieml returned from leave on the 5th,

¥r. Lewis Notimeyer was relieved from duty with the ARC on the 22d due
to lack of engineering knowledge for which employed, and intoxicrticn.

Gruendler Crusher representative arrived in Anchorspe on the 29th and ac-
companied ¥r., White and Mr, Peterson to Kenai to inspect tle new crusher on the 30th.

. Ye ;§ truly v :;fS,\~

Wm.d, I em
District Ingineer
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1. By Government Forces

a, Anchors e Ioads:

Routine main*enance was performed e all the /nchoraze rcucz. I!otor
Patrols cleaned out ditches and did general surface grading., Cn lay 13, due to
unusually wars weather Like Irenard rose over the rcad %o the small plone lznd-
ing at Lake Hoed, V.ury litile domage occurred and the water receded in Two
days so the road was azain cpen for traffic, The same dete the water washed
out a short secziion of tiae sSand Lake reed 2t the interseciion between the Sand
zke Rozds and the rozd Lo the Tenth 2escue Sgquedron., Ihe washcut did not stop
traffic and was repaired the next day, The read throuzh 3penard held upn 2ll
month and resained in excellent conditicn, eszcept that large rocks in tae srovel
laid dewm last foll was cenbtinuelly loosened by maintainers and Lac to be
renoved,

Gravel was nzuled Zrom the C.ua Fit and the Campzell Staticn road wos filled
intc raise it above seepaz: “roa the swamp Lo make It passable early in tihe

month.
b, Potter 7ood:

No treuble was experienced during the meath and roguler mainiencnce
with motor graders zept tie road in [ine shupe, Glacicrs ai Little Ravbilt Jreel
gave us troudle as they were not disturhed by traffic urtil they had melted
and Zrisd up. The big swanp at Potter Staticn reszined soft until the 2Cth of
the month, but had dried enough by that tiue to permit equipment to begin moving
dirt.

Erection of constriction camp was started on the 12th and a crew
moved in the 24th, and gredin< was start.d cn the Potier end at that time, Tre-
viously to that the shovel was moved to “jells pit and six five yard trucks bezen

hzuling grevel back to the Zust "3" Street swamp crossing. Twin elephant hut cul-

verts were placed in Campbell Creek and the fill started across thnem. due to a

shortage of bolts, one of the huts was welded instead of beingz bolted. This
proved to he a mistaxe, however, as the welds secmed to we:ken the structure
and it collapsed under the fill load, vost of it can be salvazed but in

iy
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the meantime arrancements nave been made to borrow forty feet to be repla-
ced when our hut arrives from Valdez,

¢, MNountain View Rosds: .

The Eountain View Roads remaired in bud condition during the
3 early part of th ..unth but were knpt passeble during the entire month. Our-
face water stood in the ditches ond softened the subgrade until it could zet
away througn the ;rost. Yoc, of tihie present surfacing nas deccue embeddeu i
the mud subsurface «nd will undoubtedl; prove a headache for fubure raintenance.
Durinz the latter pirt of the month maintenance with the motor graders kept the
roads in fine cwmditicn.

d., Anchiors e=falier Hizhuar:

The hizhvay to Palmer has been maintained wiih notor jraders
and is in fair condition, larly In t‘ae month, the secticn of road av lille 22
became rouzh and sponzy cue to frost boils ana teavy traflfic but tae frest
left the -sround and leb the water away tefore any greal dama j8 was cone. during
the runoff, water crossed the rcad at sev.rel pleces vbut cid vary 11t sle apra-
ren’ darmage. Re7ular nalitenance with the motor graders brougnt the rocd ur
Lo its present conciticn.

.

The Petors Creek Pridze was completsd by installing tie hend
rails and wheel muards., sarly in tie montn the ccm""w:uor attauphed ho back-
£ill the e.;proache o allow tr ific to uwe it, bud frost in the culs prevented

his doing 2ny work, Present plans are rather inderinite as the contracteors
equipzent is now all busy furtier up the road and he does not plan oo heing
in that secticn for anctier month or six weeks.

Two small snow slides occurred near the 3cuth end of the Knil
River Bridze on tne 27tn ab L:30 P.U,, out were clecred Ifron. the road oy 7i0C
P..., the same evening, Luck wds with us tils [ear as we nad passed Lhe ared
with & TD=13 on a irailer heaaed for Falwer but a few minutes tefore. Tie
tractor was at work by tne time the slide bad stopped. Traf{ic was not celd
up as the end of the slide just reac: 1ec; tre edge of the roadway and one rpass with -
the blade opened a lane.

e, ancihora-z Denot:

¥oving was completed early during the month and the old build-
ing turned bacik to the ailk. Parts and mscellaneous supr-iies fron the old
building have not yet been put away ail tne new garage but, should be pretiy
well cleaned up c,ur‘.uw the coming menth. Bins are still being dbuilt and sort-
inz of parts continuing. LSquij :nent received this month inciuded turee 5 Jard
Reo Trucks, ten 3 yard Ford Trucks and one 3/1 yard Syers Truck Crane with
drazline and SuDVCl astachments. The Iyers machine was damaged in transit a"
the Axl and an arranzesent has been made with them wiereby they repair it an
we accept 1v with a one year suarantee frei taem, Three new rord Coupe r’:\.cm._

arrived. and have been assigned to the Juneau personnel car Pool.
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The yard has been brousht down to grade and will take bub a little
finishing with the motor patrols. This has been delayed as the patrols were
needed badly on tihe roazds, anda beczuse some cleanup work was necessary by
both the ANC and the ccntractors before the entire area can be {inish graded.

fo. Valley 2cdsa:

Rauiine maintenance during the month lkept the main roads in fair
condition., Durinz the cariy part of the montl the roads we:.v soft and traffic
was stopped on the worst stretches to give them a chence to dry up. The frost
was slow in zcing ouv which ept the surface water on tne rozdway. This,
coipled vwith the traffic, tended %o cut the surface gravel Lo pieces, Those
main roads not clescd uare spot sraveled wherever they siowed sizn of breaking
up. In bhe latier zart of the month, the iasilla-Knik Read srading was starisd
and greveling is fsllowdng close behind the reditching and gradinz., Some WOrK
has been done un on “ie Clark Xoed 23 the surfacing nas all been embedded in “he
muskez ans the road is an impassanle quaznire. It 1s convemplated Lo start WOrs
on the extensicn to the Childrens' liome as soon as weather permits,

2. Slenn [ii~irwar:

Work done on the Glern Hizhway consisbed of cleaning out ditches,
clearing the road of fdllen reelz and £illing nisceilaneovs small wastouls alung
tre Matenucka 2iver, l.otor graders maintained the surfuce dally betwsen Faire
and Jurelira, and ihe road stayed in geod condition during the entirc menth,
Very little trousle was encouwntered b the runoif as tie i 25 and culverts landls
the waber vsrr weil. C(ne new culvert wos placed ab 112 nile when it was foand
tuat the exdsiing pipe would net handle the waver.

h. Horer Roads and Docizs

. Tre s;i% road from fud 327 to the end of the Spll hos neen regra-
ded ond spot cravelled for o totol distance of 4 miles. Gravel war fauled on “he
tast rezd to potch frost bBoils. o werk was ¢one on vhe Jritz Creex sast bnd
extension s Lh2 ound proved o %e too wet to work efficienvly. Rezuiar meine
tenance was performed during the month with motor graders,

On the Homer Dock all hearing piles hove been driven and braced,
Fenders have veen drived on the face and north side of the dock. Tnere are
enouzn short piling on hand to put 12 fenders aleng the north sice of the ap-
proach as an additicnal protectia: from ice and for the convenience of small
boats nd secows, arrencesein § are teing made with 2 Packing Comrany 2t Fort
Graham to heve a floating driver drive a dolphin but as jet final detzils ..ave
not been arranzed, e are short approximctely 1200 lineal faet of 2212 decitdng
tut it is planned to saw it from some of the extra 12:il2 tinbers that are cn
rand, ‘

5
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i. Hussian tver-lomer 2eoad:

Cn the Kwal end, mraintenance was performed by motor potrels. Con-
sideranle regrading had to ve done on mile 26 and 27 where two large lakes
formed on the recad and 2t mile 57 and 58 which were groded on the frost last
fall. A& large weshcut cecurred st mile 32 rfor a distance of aprroximately
600 feet which was i .led, Gravel was hauled on Kenai sireets and ailes
1,2,3,4,9 and 10 of ihe Kenai spur where frest boils occurred, Crusher has
been set up at ihe loose Iiver pif and it is eirpected to start operating the
let of June,

Three camps have oeen set up; the lloose River Camp, Kasilof and the
Stripping Camp. Some stripting has been done nut no grading or gravelinz.

Overhaul iIn the shor is coming along in fine shape with some of ths
surplus ejuipment frem Sevard zoins through the shop. Painting is keeping
up witiy the over.iaul. .

[}
0
[ &3]

At Homer the Ancior 2iver fills have been cemplsted and groding
veing completed on the north side of tae ancher ver hill,

Gravellin: ‘as neen moving forwerd with 1-) miles seing sravelled
en top of corduroy. Jrading on iiis sectlon was neglizible :zs tis gravellins
tool: cure of it. OSnow was 2 feet deep 2t Starisicy on lay 15th. Camp wag seb
up and Riclker werdt down from enal Lo re-establish center lire and lay grade,
teCovern cnd crew will move cub to drive the bridge as scon as tiey finish
wita the licmer Docli,

J+ Earm Rocads:
75=P 3and Lake-Fotter work accomnlished tihis menth is as follows:

Cleared and strirped = = = = « « - «,25 miles
Graded - = = - == = = = = = = = = ~ .25 miles

Totals to date: Cleared and stripped- - - - - - .25 miles
Grided = = = = = = = « = w =~ = ~ 425 niles

Due to main projects opening up and need for maintenance on most
of the routes, no other farm road work was carried on during the month.
k. Dillinsham;

Hatchett made a trip to Dillingham early in the month ard a few
chanpges were :izde in personnel. Since that time tihe only report is that the
motor zrader and the maintenance shep has arrived on the sround. The problem
of a building site was taken up with Mr. Ghiglicne upon nis inspecticn tour
through the Distrieot and he has fentatively made plans with the Game Commission
for a very well situcted site on their South beundary, Cur local foreman will

.
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take care of the exact loc:tion which i5 to be worked oub with Mr, Carson,
the local Game Comrission Cf{icer at 0illingiam.

1., Kodia K

Maintenance was performed on 2ll Kodizk roads, with small rock
slides beins reacved from the base rocad, The new lecation for owr shop was
taken w: with lr. Chirlione afier we received a more comprehensive report
from Ir., Stover,our llediak fcreman. Mr. Thizllione las made tne necessary ar-
rangements with the Land Cffice and we are waiting for our request to be
grantec befoe we move in an. start clearing ille new area for our operations.

me MeKinler Parl:

Due to the unusual amount of snow the rocad was plowed to Igloo and
camp set up there on the Lith of the month, Culverts were thawed and the men
have spent the month diverting water to save the raad. i smell wasnout at
Sanctuary ver was filled. JSome trouble is being encouniered at mile 4 and
mile 6 as hi_h water is cutting the fills on the birdge apprrozches, Paul
Stover from fediak nas been sent up Lo tale over the crew in the Park due vo
tne fact that Frans Johnsa may be leaving soon to take over some rock work
in the Valdez oistrict.

Althouzn it had not teen plamned to plow further than Sable Poss,
the sncw in the pass was 1lisater then expectced and lir. Jonnson states biat
it was inperative to get through as the water on the otlsr side vas wasning
out the entire road., Four h.urs ciesred the pass so the washouts could be
talien care of Defore tley nad dore much dam ge.

D

- Rocds:

n. - Tazotna-7lat Cit

Mo report -2s ceen recelved as yet from Taxotna.

: At Flet hich water ond ice in Ctter Creel made it advisadie to start
the crew early Lo tear Cown tihe cld Lridge befors the fce tooir it ocut. The
timbers were oadly rotied end the bridze liad previcusly besa fosted as dange-
rous., 'T'he deciing is in fair shape and con be used ho repluce worn vluniddoz
in other bridses in the area. The new bridge cempleted last year saculd sufiice
for all city traflic, ~— dumauzj st Caus pulal J"

rw;;’\l‘-;f
o, Telirestm:-

Jin Julvaner and wife went to Talkeetna on the 23rd to start tie
camp. Due to a wire from Talieetna on danzors of cressing the river, the rest
of the crew and a larme part of the provisions were not sent till Lr. Luivaney
wired in that a crossin: could be mcde., The lozder for the D-4 Cat. was sent
to Fairbarks by mistake and has not et returned.

. MeKinler Parx=Susitna 2iver Surverr:
.

Harold Miller, Chief of Party, lof% anchoraze with his party on
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Monday llay 1l6th. At the end of the moath he reported that 'ds survey is

out at L mile, iis transitman, lir. Hottmeyer, wus sent bhick to Anchoraze

after approxiznicly 1C days with hia. The wan will probabls; work out all
rizht, but he was tco ine:cpcriencf-d to be of nuch help to iller's crew.
Nottueyer is now working under Jack VanZenten in tle Anchorace area, It

is rlamned to send ilarold loche to Ii.l.ller to £fil1 up his ereu, The party

seens to be experiinein: sose trouble with the tractors tish were seni out
altiough one ol Uliem was new and was shigped directly to Cantwell from Jeatile.

2, BY CQIIRAlT:

&, Anchorc -e Asphalt Plant Centract I-zrc-iC35, B-i=K Co,

Worx cn vhe plant is nearing completion with the hoilers instal

led and the stcam pining nearing completicn. The scale pit has been cug and
poured and the scaie ncuse erected with piping and valves installed,

The Standurd Cil Tenker "Hznna" docked on the 14th. The pumping
was started at 10;CC P...,. Pumping went very zatisf.ctorily and asphalt and
fuel oils were Lnloc.ded by 1L:00 A.l., the following moming. The tanker
pulled away froa the dock on Sunday ¥ay 15.

The Plant will be ready to start delivering asphalt in approximiiely
days, whica is in advence of delivery dotes of June l‘”tn estinatsd by coniraclor
on Glenn i,

The work on the entire projsct is 375 complete.

b. Glenn Hi-hwar Seetion 4.

The work of final grading between the Knik 2iver Jridge and Paluer
was completed early in tu. nonth and, tne centractor noved his crusaer in and
has laid a base course of crush over b.e -estire stretci. SGrading work hos
been carried on to include tlhe Toat Creek secticn where 2 3 foob rise will be
put in the present jrade line because of the past danzers of Ilooding.

The rock work zt the second reilroad crossing above zklutna has
been. carried forward during the month and fhe streteh is down to grade with
the exception of a few rock points that must be shob ofl,

It is expecied that tle contractor will be cziling for aspaalt
after the middle of June,

Some difficulty was experienced by the crusher crew wnen the rapid
rise in the Matanuska liver caused them to pull out of tiielr borrow pit in
favor of cne on higzh sround. The equipment was moved before the pit flooded.

¢. Glenn ir~nwar, D=1 Sectdion:

The survey is speeding up as the crew become souewhat wore familiar
with the type of work rcquired of them. Ly, Torn's parties have been enlarze

-6
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and he now mas 23 men in the field. Actual work done is P line L0 complete,
L line 407 complete, Cross sections 35% complete and levels L0A complete.,
Few chanzes have been made in key pereonnel alihough the turnover in axemsn
and chainmen has been rather large.

3. ieather,
Approexdimitely 4 incies of snow fell on liy the 3d, but was soon
all zone. During the rermaincer of the month the weather as oeen excepticnal-

ly goed for construcilen and swrveys,

L. LMiscellineous,

New equipment which arrived during the math consisted of
3 = 5 yard Reo trucls
3 « ford Coupes
18 - 3 ;mrd Ford trucks
1 - 3/. rard 3yers truck crane and
2 - TD=19s,

Two Carryail-Ccerapers were hauwled by our Ltrucis from Valdez. ~lso
received one new .0 prize mover, which was badly needed.

_ L.AJlatchett left for an inspecticn tour of the Dillinzham Arez on
the Lth and returnsed to Anchorage the 1lth,

Wr, A.F.Chiglicne arrived for the unlecding of the Tanker on the
1ith, He toured the Districts and psturied to Juneau an the 24th.

Mr. George Topley arrived on an inspection tour on the 2Lth.

Mp, wWilliamCuningham, long time aiC employee, died of 2 stroke
on the 26th of tre month.

Mp, Vin. J. tilemi, District Engineer, left for a weel: in the States
on the 2%h. It is expected that e will be back in Anchorzgze on the Sth of
June,

Vil imm District Zngineer

[t - |



DEPARTMSNT COF TIE INTZRICR
ALASKE RCAD COTTILSSICN
ANCHCAAGE ,ALASHA

¥r. Ike P, Taylor
Shief zZngineer

Llaska Road Commissicn
Juneau, ilaska

SUBJECT: sonthly sipgatign rcport Tor April, 1949, L .
Anchioraze Districi, Anchorage, Alaska /77/

1, 327y Government Torces

FALN

a. Anchora-ze Joariz:

Snow remcval was accomplizhed during the early part of the menitis with
notor patrels, The glacicr on the loop road remained zctive and on the sixth, the
ice was plowed off tre road and a siallow di%ch was opened acrcss the road to
take care of the overflecw from the culvsriz. (n the 26th unusually warn weather
caused 2 heavy runcff and few of the culverts were larzc ensush to handle the
flow. No major washouts occurred. The Zast "G Street rozd just heyend the
Cityr limits becime flocsed and the road was ditehed to take care of the water
that was backin up into teorle's houses, Zuring Lhe latter part of the month
gravel was nauled and spread on the reads as required fo keep traffic moving.

b, Spenard-iand Lake Roads:

During the early part of the month snow remcvel was accomplished
on these roads and gravel was hauled on any spots tha“ showed sigrs of brecking
up, varn weather neapr the end of the monts caused thie small stream on tue
Campbell Ctation reoad to jump its banks and wash across the road, This wus
repaired out tihe frost is leavi .z tle rozd and 2t present it is impassabie to
anybiing out four wheel drive venicles,

The Sand Lake roads are in fair condition and lzve bheen possable
all onth, & small hole at the end of Spenard Lake between the Idle Four rcad
and tihe forks, has opened up cue to heavy houling by contractors on the Inter~
naticnal airport. Thls is now passatle bub net good., Louds are now being re-
stricted to prevent further domape cduring the brecsiup period.

The mein Jpenard road remained in good conditian durinz the monih
due to the gravel placed lzte last fall, Frost Loils showed in mile one =nd mile
three, but were irmediztely taken c¢zxe of.

c. Potter douds:

-

The Fotter roads remained goed during the breclmz, Snow was remevad
durdng the early part of the month and rejwler maintenznece wus performed with

~1-
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motor patrols. The road between Litile Rabhit Creek and Potter Station has not
been opened up, Traffic will be kept off tils road until it cdries ocut, Side
roads in this area have been maintained 235 soon as a maintainer could get ovar
them after the frozt was down.

de Nountain Visw Roads:

The ma2in roads at Hounizin View have given 2 -reat deal of trwble,
This arez i3 so flat that diteres were unzble to handle the water which spillsd
over intc the road soaxing the subbase, reavy traffic did the rest ana the roads
became impassanle 2tout bthe midéle of th2 month, They have dried un somewhot since
that tire and by deepernin: tie ditches, dgzing laterals with the consent cf tn
properiy owners, ami caicinusl maintenance, the roads are agsin pessable,

e. Ancliora -e-ralmer !ii~-1way:

The entire niswiy to Palmer has been maintained with rotor graders
and is in foip condition., Zarly in the month, the seetlon of niswar norih of
the moruwment, which wzs surficed by the irmy last ;en-, went %o pi.ces, 7The Fost
Engineer was requested to haul zravel to this secticn  and, witl zzsistoance fron
Road Clomnissien mobtor pairals, several miles of tle werst seciion of tids hdgnwny
was placed into excellent cenciiion in tiree days., ~Frost bolls appeared b miles
12,15,19 and 21, These viere dug out and gravel hauled in to »ring the road hack
to grade. Neceszary citering was done to lexzd water avay {rowm the road and all
culverts were kegt open., The contractor rouzned up the road surfzee nesr Chuziax
wnile strippinz for the new alignment »ut thils was reraired cduring normal main-
tenance by pairols, The section Letween Knik Aiver bridge and the latanuska River
oroke up in spots due to poor subgrade but was at no time impassabie.

Two broken stringers on tha approzch tc the Matanuska Siver Bricze
wer. reinforced. 4 mud sill was lzid on the rcck abutment, the stringers jaciet
back in rlece ond a cop inzerted midwey between the bents. ;

The Feters Treek TCridme falsework was completed and is ready fer
backfilling, The PRA Resident Enpineer stztes thot the contractor will make tae
traffic over the

.

approech fills as soon as possivle. 1L is conteomplsted te put
bricze 25 soon as tiis is cone,

f. Anchora-e Jecot:

[e]

Moving hzs been zoinz o continually durin< the menth., Zvarstlling
has now been moved win the exception of clean-up worl around tnhe cutside of tie
building and the blacismith iron on the poreh, It iz plenned to move the gos
punmp after the new yard is groded down around tie shop area. This should De witoin
the next week or ten duys, The five Lor crane has not 25 yet Leen swung on vhe rail
as no electrical rail wire was included in the order. s soon as tlils arrives
installation will proceed, 4 smaller :and operatcd crene has beén huny from wie
rail, ihis works very satisfactorily and will continue to function until tie
electrical wiring can be installed. :

The yord ‘as been cross secti.ned and grading st rted on the 29th,

tuch of the surplus ejuipment which was in front of the warehouse as heen m?vnd

to the back of the yard to muke reoom for grading operitions. ;WO‘ED-LQS arrived
S o

T
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and one of them was put on the Wooldridge carryall. The tractor operates fine and
has plenty of power. It appears to be slow while loading, however it loads abcut
ten yards without the assistance of a pusher,

The warehouse has been comp lEqu except for a.little outside paint-
ing and the inner dcors of the Plevafor. The warehouse is completely moved and
is now operatinz from the rew area, & partiticn nes been installed to make a
reont betveen the elevator snaft and the west building wall upstairs, This is
utilized feor storaze of office and enzineering supplies.

ge Valley lozds:

Reutine maintenance amd snow removal was performed on all routes
with Dbolh tractors and motor patrols., Ditcining was done wheve possible and all
culverts were xept open amd clecned oub, During the latter nort of the month,
due to rapld thawing, water formed on ihe road and numerous frost boils appeared
almost simultanpong*v on all roads., Gravel was hauled on Lhe bad sections but
To3t of the roads hecame i:passable on the 23rd and the 2Lth of the month. The
Palmer-iasilla rocd was again passahble for traffic on the 2-2th and the iatamska
road vas a2zain cpea on the 2Gth, ¢raf¢_c in the Valley has heen moving all month
but soize of t.c sehcel bus loops are in bzd condition and the husses have nad to
backiracx on numerous octasicns., Jith the present wealzr, £ll roads sheuld be
in feir shape witain a weex, The Sodenburg Dutte road went to pizees bub oravel
vas hauled znd the vad holes filled. :

he Zlenn Ui rhwasw:

Vork done on the Clenn lilglnmy consisted of snow removal during
e firsty few days of the monti, maintenzree with motor patrals durin: the entire
month, removil of f2lling rocks ond cleaning out of ditnhes ond culvents, Zxeept
for a bad frost boil a5 ire tor of e KUOFG Creel H1Ll on the Palmor side, the
highray remaiced In excellent conditicn., The beil was cleaned wut and gravel hauled
in, The higuwayr resained open to trafiic ull month. For tie first ti.e in nany
years, no troudle was encountored by hizh wazer in i.oose Creeic, The Sausage nlaced
last spring turnes toe water successfully back into tie channel and under the bridge.

i. Homer decads and Doek:

The epproach bents have been d;iveﬂ, ulsc Lie triangle peat and
eleven piling in the dock., Two ten foot hents for the ramp to the approzeh have
been framed and the deckinz is out 2C0C feet on the aporozecn, The dock shouid be
caupleted late in iy, Crews are working writh the tides, startingz as early as
4:00 AJu., as swift currents make driving difficult aquring incoming tide er runout.

Routine maint~nance with the mrtor patrols was rerformed cn the
Homer roods and sand and gravel havled in on the spots whdich shewsd signs of going
to pleces,

-G
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§jo Farm Rozds:

98~ Homer East Ind Road - Work zccomplished this month is as
follows: ’ '

Cleared and stripped - ~ - ~2200 fret
Graded— - = = = = = = = = ~ 3000 feev

Totels are: Cle.red end stripped- - = - = = - 12,200 feet
CroGede = = = = - = == = = ~ = = 9,000 feet

3200 fret left to be graded was left until the frost is cut
of the ground ond it has dried up enouzh to maxe greding feasivle,

k. Russian- lver-bHomer Hozd:

Cn the Fenai end, meintenance was performed by motor patrols .and the
boiler. Cuwlveris wers vezh cpen and the ditches were lept clemed oul %o take thre
surface water durins ruwnoff, In the latbter port of the menth, meliines snows cauzed
b the unusuzlly wera weatler fiiled all the depressicns tlrough widcl Lhe rozd
passes, causing water to rize cver the rozd in numerous ~laces, A3 these potholes
do not h:ve natursl crainzge there is no way to lower tne wmier in many of thenm
unkil the frost goes out and It sinks into the graund. The roacbed, howevar, ra-
mains solid =nd is passaole to trucks having clearance enough so “he nwtors do not
drown out. The Houer mnd of the road reszined in cood shape durinc the runoff,
maintenance was perforved witn motor graders and zll culverts were kept open,

Nor+h of Anchor Aiver taere is still about one oot of sneow,

The Anchor Rivsr 2ridre, is up and nelted, Three “uarter inch
machire bolts were substituted for sane of the 5/3 rin bolts in the tep chords @nd
posts, but will be changed es soon as the proper nelis cen e obtained, The fill
‘en the south end of the bridze is complete and the north end £ill Is ncw belng mice,

1., Dillinzham:

Larson's last
performed duily on all rouds. Troudle is heing experienced with all the equipment
and causecs are uninown 2t the present time, 1t is planned to send Hatchett dovm

tuat way the first of iuy to look into the situntion, His report will be submitted
to Junesu upon his return, )

m. Lodialz:

“eintenance wag perfermed on all Hodizk roads, bk smzall rock
slides peing removed from e base road, roaul Stover is lookinz arcuand for e
leeation for our gorage and ejuipment which wisl be beties siiunted then the pre~
sent hilluide, iie believes that we will be bubter served oy & location on 1ill
Bay road, nd there agpears Lo be availablie land in Lot 39 of E§st Addit;cg, nociak
Towmsite, U,s. survey ilo, 2838., 4 e coirprehensive riport il be submitted
on tuis afber all details huve been gscertoined.

wli=

report, iidicat-.d all roads open with maintenznce weing ’

ab——
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n. HeKinley Park:

Cold and windy during the first part of the menth with drifting
of snow cceuringz daily. OCn the 9th the znow was removed fronm the west half of the
airstrip so light planes could get in., Tlaciers are had =t the foot of 3z2ble
Pass, and plans new are to clear tne road to 37 mile and diteh a small creek to
keep it out of the road wien thowing occurs. The flat at Toklat is entirely
covered with ice with no gravel showing through,

D-8 from Cantiell arrived back at the Park on the Tth,
0. Takotna:
Started overtzul of ecquiprment and have all equipment in felw shape

to start road worx. Trucks t.2% arrived last fz2ll are in falir condition znd need
very little weark,

pe Y¥ekinlev Park-Susitna River Survev:

5 of saow at 20 mile and 5% feet 2
Sruskana 3% miles out. Zver 23 iz moved seross the bed zround and cach
35 mile, The TD-1L arrived during tihe month and & mecihanic wos sent dom
the Park to check the machine., Liiller went to Ketchiltan con the 2lst and v
in Anchoraze thc next weex,

on the 20th. Ee reporis

2. By Contract,

A. Ancrorace lorensguse, Controct I-are-LC07, Cothbers Censtruction Co.

The warehouse was completed early in the month arnd the centrecior
began moving hils equipment away from the site. There remains only the wooden
inner gates for the elevator which never did arrive from Seattle and the ocutside
paintinz which is a small percenta:e of the jcb., Mr. Jothbers was in and stated
that he was on his way outside on the 29th and would arrange to get the dcors at
that time,

b, Asphalt Tank Farm Coutract I-arc«l034, 3-U-K Co,

Werk has been somewhat speeded up tnis month on all phases of
the job. The tank erection is completed, tracer lines have been fitted end wel-
ded and tue a2sphal% lines in the pit monifold ard deck are compiete. Erecticn
of the boiler muse has been started wii: the boiler set, stack in and crinbing
complete, Excavation for tihe secale house and scales is heing rade and the fot
Tanks and Fuel Tanks are being fitted with steam coils,

At the request of the ARC, the contractor increased welding and
plumbing crews, Trouble is still being experienced wiln the Urhep Plunbing
and leatins Caipans which firm is slow on cooperzting with boitl the ARC and tue

Prime Coiiractor.

The actual work is 757 complete on the entire project.

’
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¢s Glenn Hirhvay A-l Scetion, B-i-K-Domanv,

Work was started during the month on strigpinz, and grading, Actual
grading consists of dizzing cut soft areas hetween the liatanuska River Bridre and
the Knik River amd replacing poor subgrade with select gravel., The rock bluff at
the North and of IZklutna fl.ts is being drilled znd shot and the roadwey is being
widenred and brouzit down to a new grade, :

Engineering on the road is being done by PRA ergineers with five
parties in the field, Centerline, level, topog, and ¢ ross-section parties are
keepirn; anezd of the actuzl work and one partry is checuing finzl zrade behind con-
struction.

Yr, Haapala, Resicdent Engineer on the job, estimates the worl &s
being 72 cocmpleted, consideriny the ertire paving project.

d, Glenn Hj-kime, 3-1 Section,

Alaska Rocad Commission Znzineers are working on the secticon, rune
ning certer line and levels, .ilbert Torn, lesicert Irzineer, is planning on
increasingz his starf s scon as cur survering eguivment iz in from tre Shates

where it was cent for overizal and repair. He is at present uncerstaifed for
s

a job of timt size, especizily a3 it iz of utmort urgmey tuat the worx ne con-
plsted In a short time, e now nas abaub four miles of line located =ith center—

lime and levels run in.

Werk has been somewhat slow due to brezking in green crews, tut
this condition should improve and work proceed nore rapidly In the {uiure. Several
temporary tronsfers were made of enzineers from Viidez District,

3. leather,

jeather has been somewhot veried duriny the month, runninz from

g storm tlet started cn the 3Lzt of larch and ending on the 3ts of .ipril, to
degrees adove zero veatier thai oceurred on the 22nd to the 25th Inclusive, &

-
W =2

a whole %he weather concitions were anout normel with the exception t .zt no rain
fell during the entire mcnth, ‘jarm temperatures Zelt during the latter mrt of

the month caused flociing vhich our culvertis were unable to handle, 2nd as =
result many roads that shouid have withstood the spring thew becaze saturcted be-
Tow the surfocing and broke up. Another result of the rapid thawing was the
frost lesving all the rcads simultaneously witl the result that equipment wos
spread too thin to zive more than temporary relief on a few of trze main roads,
Total snowfall for the winter obroke 21l past records during ihe montii.

L. MNiscellaneous,

New equipment 15 besinninz to shov up, Duriny the monta we re-
ceived the rew Bros boiler waich was sorely neceded, also two T2-19s, a 3/k yd
erawler znd ) yd. rudber mounted shovels both 3ay Cityst, 5 5 yd. 2eo trucks and
L new Ford piclups, The boiler, the crawler siovel and tie two tractors nave
been put to worl,

e oo
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1}

Thomas Perkins, P-3, was released on the 13th of the month,

¥y, Daub, accompznied by his Assistent, lr. Carter, and Lr, Bates,
Safety Engineer, arrived on tne 12th from Juneau on an inspection tour,

Mr, Ghiglione and Mr, Coodson arrived on an inspecticn tcur on the
25th, and accomzanied by the District Zn-ineer spent the 22th, 29th, and 20th on v
an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsula,

Cook house was set up at Palmer for 3-l ingineers, It is not
contemplated feeding FR& men at our casp. First meal will be on lay 3.

Very truly yours,
f7 23 ALy
Wm. J. ¥emi
WJIN :mm District Sngzineer

£ ik =
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a, Anchora—e Reads:

General smow removal and winter maintenance was performed om all
the Anchorage roads during the montsa, Veather turned warm eearly in the month
causing the heavy snow berms that were nct out beyend the ditch lines to melt
and fi.l the roads with water. The tractor equipment spent the zonth pushing
back the berms and cleaning out citclhies in an atternt to get rid of the water.
The main roads were open to traffic all menth although due to taawing days
and freezinz nizits they rutted faster tran the graders cculd keep tiem smooth-
ed up. Graders were put on a 10:C0 AJll., to 6:00 P.i,, shift to catch roads
when they vwere inhawed.

The glacier on the Loop Road by the Cai shep started running and
building on the road ard the snow and ice was ke;t removed and a <itch put
across the road to take the water that was bypassing the culverts. JSome gravel
wes rauled and sprezd on the bad stretches, The Alaska Railrond track dreins
drain into the road along this stretch and these holes were filled with gravel
and kept smooth.

A glacier which fermed just cutside the City limits on Zast "g"
Street was thawed and dozed off tie road ard the road raised & foot far one
hundred feet Lo keep tihe ice and water off.,

Spot zravelinz has been done on all spots which show signs of break-
ing up under the thawing weather and heavy traffic.

b. Anchorace-Palmer HiZ:iwar:

The entire hichuay to Palmer has been meintained by both mctor
grader and tractor eguipment, Berms have beenpushed baek and ditches opened
where thawing has occurred. Snow was removed along merrill Field with a carryall
and culverts were opered to carry off iie surface water, The glacier ab the
South ind of the Knik River Dridze remained active durin- the monti: and 2 boiler
has been attendins it periodically when the culvert froze and the ice showed
siens of going over the road. The section of highway tiat wis surfaced by the n

Army his broken up and is vory rouzh, Appedrances arc thal the snow was not

—l-
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)
ot g
plowed back from the shoulders and runoff water drained under the pavement D& -*“’j

into the subgrade. Subsequent traffic broke the surfacing and mud boils Jizgawrs
appeared on the entiré siretca. That portmn that was laid down last year cerd

has not rroperly cured and is also wearing away froim the surface causing J
EH'\ick"holes. Other than the section through the Fort, however, the road is

The temporary oridge at Peters Creek was sterted on the 1Cth. Ice
kas been shot clearing tihe river, snow has been removed from the entire arez,
and most of the deadwori rinished. Sone trousle has been experienced leveling
up for the caps but 2 coopressor was put to work and the frost drilled and shot
for level footing as the boiler was busy on the roads. Two banits have been
erected compliete witn stringers and decking., The work should be completed within
two weeks.

¢, Potter Hi-~hwav:

Routine snow removal and maintenance :3th the maintainers was per-
formed during the month. The snow was pushed back beyond ths diter line and
) the ditches were opened with a pull zrader to take care of the runoff, The
glacier at Rabbit Creeik continued to give trouble but was taken care of with
a ditch through the ice along the road wiich carried the water into the creeic.
Side roads were plowed free of the slush tha®t forred as the accumidaiien of
ice left during winter plewing operatims thawed and broke up.

d. Anchorac-e Denot:

Moving has been carried forward along witih the task of overhaul
of equipment for the forthcominz seasen., The hydraulic 1lift has been in-
stalled in the gurage and a conpressor utilized to operate it until the com-
pressor from tie old building can oe rnoved, The major poriion of the parts
have oeen moved ana put away overhezd, Caraze oflices have been moved to the
new location and all overnhaul is wow in the new building, Steel for the mez-
zanine floor has arrived and been put in with the excepiion of e oay which
had to be left free for the elevaticn of the elevator shaft., All the elevator
parts nave not yet arrived and it is not contemplated trying to install it until
it is compiete as this woeuld necessitate the remcwal of the hoist now being
operated in the shaft, The five ton crane arrived amd the rail has been 1ns‘a.l-
led preparatoery to attaching the crane proper. The rail proved to be too long
and had tc be dapped to clear tihe stezn lines in the building, This will not
affect 1ts strength or movement in any way.

Carpenters are new building storase racls in the warehouse and ware-
house supplies and provisious arc bemg noved into the uullu;\.n;,. The storekeep-
ing section of the Anchoruge of fice hus been establisied in the room originally
p‘lanned as the engineering office so the storckeeper con keep closer check on
the work of recuisitioning and supplyingz supplies to the caipa. The contract
ard Ingineering section is also functioning in the new bu:.lcm~ thus greatly
relieving the congestion in the offices in the Federal Suilding.

D
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The cook house in the new area was put in operation on the 1L0th to
handle the bridre crew and the crew for moving the garare and warehouse, The
quonset hut storace in the new area collapsed due to snow loading on the 5th and
has been partially dismantled, The building does not appear to be severely dam-
aged and i1t is plenned to re-erect it oniy after the area is down to grade. It
can then be utilized for possivle varam storage.

e, Palmer Roads:

Snow was pushed back on the Palmer roads and difches cpened up to
allow the surface water to get away froa the rosdways. General maintenance
was performed wito the graders and low spots and places that showed signs of
breaking up were graveled. A1l roads vere passable for the entire month,

f. Glenn Hi-umav

Snow was moved pack on the higzhway and ditcnes were opened up to
take carc of the runoff. General surface maintenance was performed a tae
entire road end it remained in fine snape during the montn., Glaciers were active
and a crew was kept busy chippins ice and keeping culverts open., The river start-
ed to undercut the road at ﬁ;ng Diver on the 25th, md was cauzht in tize to
prevent sericus daare, It is planned to extend the drum breagsater to preven
a reoccurance in the future.

g. Homer “doads and Docl:

All dock materials arrived and hove been unloaded on the end of the
spit. Grammer and Perkins took soundings and hive established a2 definite loca-
tion for the deck face. Piling ordered by tne Territery were found too short
for a flotation of 23 to 25 feet as zctval depths and ~ove"nJ3~ tides (with storms)
had not been deteriined by the Territopy's representatives when the plans were
submitted, Design drawinzs gave tep of deck at Dlevation 22,0 referred to
M.l L.iW, Local residents warned ag2inst placing tne dock deck lower than the
old one which was &% Elevation 29.45 tecause of storms during hizh tides which
pile water into Hachemak Ser. YWe are therefore buildin~s to deck elsvation of
29,25 to make piling cutoffs at 27.C, The present face of doclk is plamned for
~20.0 contour oun basis of 15 feet penetratim for piiingz, but there is a hisgh
spot of ~0.,17 in the ocean floor &t the center of the 120 foot face of the
dock. Perhaps thls is a temporary conditiom which may scour cut when the dock
is in., .agaein, if we find that we cannet zet 15 feel of penetrution when driving
the approach, it may be possible to wove the face out to -22.0 beticm contour.
The driver has been built and is set on false vents and the hoist mountcd., It
is planned to start driving the first of 4April with completion date estimated
at bay 15.

The thaw boiler and one grader has done necessary maintenace on tie
roads and opened ti:e culverts,

_ The Zast End road has been surveyed to a point 450 fect west of the
corners of Sectiws 22-23-206-27. 'when the road is completed to this point it
will serve all the homestcaders now lecited in that area with the exception of

3
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of one. The mile of additional road needed to serve this one man is not be-
lieved justified at this ti.e. sctual work accomplished is as folloss:

;s
Cleared- — = = = = = =10,000 feet Vol w577
Graded— - — ~ = < == 5,000 feet iz AT

h. Russian River-Homer Hc d: .

Maintenance was performed on the Kenai end by motor patrols and the
boiler., On the 2lst of the month the rcad became so soft tfat it was temporarily
closed to all heavy traffic. Cold nizhts have subsecuently seen it being opened
for necessary traffic from midnicht until early morning vhile the frosi was able
to carry the load. (n the Homer Ind the false work for the Anchor River 3ridze has
been driven and capped and the bottom chord is in place, 1t is planned to set the
top chord from the river with the big crene if the river ice holds, if not, the
bottom chord will be decked and Lhe Speeder will worx from the deck. Rcadwork
consisted of snow remcval and surface maintenance with the patrol graders.

i. Dillingham:

Winter maintenance was performed on this route durinz the month.
Larson was in on the 25th of the montn and reports that ne nas not succeeded in
keeping up the work started by Zetts in Feorwary. He states tont as fast as
theyplow out & mile of road it f£ills up behind them. Iiow that the snow is wet tae
SnoCo will nct handle it ana the starting motor on the D-7 is down., New parts
were shipped for it the next day but rothing Nrther has been received on tue
work. Plans now are to replace Larsan with a foremen-mechanic-operzior. lie
have a line on several such men in tuatl arez and decision will be made when
someone gebs down tiat way this summer. The answer may be on hiring such a man
on year round basis, The situation there is definitely bad and awparently be-
coning worse,

j . Yodiak:

Winter maintenance and snow remcval was performed upon the Kodiak
Roads durinz the month. Cvernaul of equipment wds carried on satisfactorily.

k. Talkeetna Hoacs:

Mulvaney went to Talkeetna on tihe 25th, unloaded the truck and D-4
tractor and 30 barrels of fuel; crossed them on the ice and returned te Anchor-
age on the 30th. The river was opening up and the move none tco early.

1. MeKinley Fark: S

Frank Johnson replaced Chet Diess as forcman in the Park this year.
He, with one mechanic left for tie Park on the 23d. Very little snow around th
station and the freight that has been goins into the Park his been hauled and
stored. Grant Pearson, new Park Supervisor, was in and he advises that glaciers
are exceptionally bad this year, especially so up at Izloo,

- L‘_—-
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m, MeKinley Park-Jusitna River Survevy:

Harold Liller, ard one man, left Anchoraoze on the 1éth to start
freighting suppiies for the survey. Reports were that the miners nad broken
a trail part way to the stztian from Valdez Creels and were broken down., D-4
which went with Liller developed fuel pump trouble and cven after remedying
that, the wark proved too muc: for the smmll cat, The D-8 scheduled for the
Park from fairbanks was sent down to breax trail for the smaller cat and drag.
it arrived on the 2lst and was publ to workz with an operator from Anciiora-e,
Last definite reports were t.’h..t tney had opened up a haul road to 20 milcs oub
and prozress was picizinzg up., It is expected tiat the D8 will be through and
back at the Park in about a week

2, By Contract

a. Anchora-e “arehcuse, Contrect I-arc-4007, Sotnberz Construstion Co,

Partiticns were completed, tile floorinz laid, plumbing in and
painting completed. ‘e moved in on the 25th of the month, but his did not
constitute an acceptance of tne cuilding a&s arrangements had been made zbaut
this with the contractor, The building should be complete, ineluiing elevator,
for a final inspecticn on the 5t% of april. T nis does not incluce ocutside
peinting which =must wait for waruer weather.

b. Asvhalt Tank Farm Contract I-are-40%6, 2-V-K Co.

Three storage tanxs have veen completed including heating, coils
laid in the bottom in two of then, J.:z.n:; was secursd by the ARC from the
Railroad for tie trestle for the 12" linewhen it was found twt the M-K p:l_linv
was at Whittier under 8 feet of snow., Tids was done to speed up the lob and L=k
will replace the piling to the Railread from their stockpile. The driver was
started on the 9th, and the job of driving completed on the lhth. The 12" vipe
was reconditiconed manually =zfter it was found that the contrachor was not adle
to obtaln suitable sancilastin: equinment. This work was completed on the 21st.
A strata of Irocen and expanded clay wnus discovered in tiae subgrade under tank
three and the area excavated on the 1éth. Upon cormpletion of the excavation, tae

R

.

: ARC immediately back{illed the area with 66 yards of select gravel.

¥ .
Work on laying the dock line has speeded up eonsiderably and €05 of

b the line is in place and welded. The floor slab of the pipe well of the pump

™ and boiler hcuse wus poured on tie 27th but after the pour was Con mpleted, it
+ %) was found tiiat it was consiructed in tae wront position in the pump room. Ex-
tH cavation 1n tihe proper localion hus been started, and the old slab covered up,

2 _'\ The error occurred wiien the contractor worked from an old plan and not from

™~ N revised drawings that had been submitied to hiz early in the month.
p Weather:

Weather huos been very moderate durinz the month. 3tarted Lo thaw
-on the 27th of February and very little freezing weather was encountered until

e S
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the 30th of March. Snowfall started March 30 and about 8 inches of new snow
is on the ground which may hamper operatims somewiat for a few days.

)

4o Miscellanecus: | K

Water main leading dovn over the hill to the new area froze up on
the 2nd. %arm weather seems to hive driven the frost down, Thawed down to the
main on Pifth avenue and men worked 24 hour shifts opening up the line, Thawing
completed on the 4th and water _n the garase and warehouse agin on that day.

Thomas l..cGovern, bridge foreman, arrived om the 9th and was
immediately sent to Homer.

B. D. Stewart, Jr., arrived from Valdez on tie 10th,to meet
Colonel Noyes.

Colonel lioyes arrived from Fairbanxs on an inspection trip on
the llth.

Forrest R, Lbasterdsy, P-3, in off the Baronoff on the 25th. It is
planned to use him on easerent and right—of-way work,

Peter J, Bagoy came in over the Alcan Higway. iHe reports it in
fine shape. It is plmned vo use him as gerersl foreusan of “he inchiorare Arez
including Palimer Liountain Joads ane the Glenn Highway. Kinz and Bilodezu eare
to be revained as job foremen with Bagoy over boti of them, This will relieve
the office of many routine consiructicn and maintenance problems, and coordinate
equipment between all areas in tihis locaiity.

Three steel giprders 50! long were hauled over the roadto Sewerd {rom
Kenai for bridge repairs at Valdez., 3ome difficulty wus encountered in szeiting
them around tre corner at Schooner Bend Bridge out the back end of thie trailer
was lifted witi a cat dozer and siid over to clear the end of the bridge.

Mbert W, Torn, P-3, arrived [roa the States. He will go on secticn
and property line ties and gravel pit locaiims on the Ancheraze-Falmer Higinay
and other roads, until contract work on Glenn 3-1 opens up.

George Li, Tapley and Marvin Z. Jenkins arrived from Juneau on the
29th on inspecticn of the tank Farm. They left for Valdez on the 31st.

Walter H, Daub arrived from Juneau on inspection tour on the 31st,

Zllery Rountree, Zquipment Ingineer was in the 31st., He is on leave
and is in reserve training with the 925th Aviation Enzineer Group at Fort Richard-
Very truly

son.
yours, ‘
//,m,_;, PN A oA
Whi. J. BLEL
WJIi e mm District sngineer
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SUBJECT: lonthly progress report for February 1949, - WH :?ﬂq
Southwestern Distriel, Anchorage, Alaska :
1, By Governcent “orces '

a, Anchoraze loads:

General snow removal and winter maintenance was performed on all
Anchorage roads. Heavy snow conditions and strong surface winds caused
considerable troudle due to drifting in the open areas and cuts, but roads
were kept passable except for & few hours on the 16th and 12th of the month.
During tnis pericd, winds reached a velocity of 53 ndles per hour and cur
equipment was unable to remove drifts as fast as they formed. Dozers and
graders work twenty-four hour snifts and succeeded in spaszodically openimg
one lane in the YSpenard area and ab lerrill Field and lountzin View so
traffic could «cep moving. ind died down on the 15th and dozers ere kept
busy widening and opening side roads that had become plugrzed. Graders Dew
came wortnless except Ior sawcothing up behird the tractars, as the snow was
too heavy and ber:s too :izh for then to operate. 4 D=4 w2z ut to work
cleaning berns it of privite drives after the heavy wori was acconrlished.

The glacler b;- the CAn shop on the Loop Jcad was active during the |
menth and the boiler crew opened the cuWiverts and chipped ice during the /
pericd. /

b. Anchora -e~Polaer Lizhway

: The snow fence that was erectcd by M.P.Gate Fusher 3, stopped all
drifting in that creoc ond aicept for intermitiant s:all drifis vetween the
latenuska iHiver 3pidge and Palmer, no undue troutle was sncounftercd. Cn this
latter section, dezers romoved the drifis as they cccurred zad pushed the
berms back off the snoulder of the roadway to prevent furither troubls. The
wind kept this stretch open vy blowdng the snow across the roed. The zlacier
at the south end of the Knik River Bridce vecome active during the month and
culverts were kept open during this time. Ice from overflow wazs chipped off
the roadway. -

. ¢+ Potter Hiczhway

Routine snow removal and maintenance with the .aintziners was per-
formed during the first part of the isonth. During the sironz surface winds on
the 16th, 1L7th and 13th, the stretch of road between Camphell Stating Road
and wells lload beciune drifted full for its entirc lenzth. 411 available

equipment went to work and by doable shifting the road was open and passable for

-1-
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traffic on the 17th. Cnc lane vas kept open and wien the winds died dowm
dozers pusied the drifts back. The uishway was nade passablie for two lane
trafiic on the 2$th. On tie 27th, tre glacicr at Rabeilt Creek became active
and had built two feei of ice on the road before it could be checked, The
boiler crew thawed and chipped the ice and cut & ditch throuzh the ice so
it would drein ovir the banx into the creek., The cut is so narrowed by
frozen ice and snow that the erection of & harrier is impracticable.

de. Anchorz—:e De-ot

Parts bins have been puilt upsitecirs in the garsge and parts are
being moved from the oid area., The elevator arrived in part but as all the parts
are not here it seemns impracticabie to try to assemble it. Overhaul is being
carried on in ooth shops.

Durinz the month, the roof drains in tlie north end of the warchouse
froze uncer the fioor and watecr pressure sprung & nipe Jjoint, with the result
that the cold stora e secticn becaue covered with two inches of ice. The boiler
was used to thaw the drains and the roof intakes were plugged. Thnis will heve
no bad effect on the roof es tne water will be forced to the drains that are
open through the warm storagje area,

e. Palwmr lloads

. The wind blew continuously during the month causing driftinz on
al..ost all the roads. Crews woried double and tridle shift during the worst
storins and kevt travel over tie sain arteries. Loss of cur only SnolZe on the
9th, sev:irely nandicapped the efforts of the crews but by seading extra dotzers
aidé graders from anchoraze, this loss .as someuwint offset. Lost of the driit-
ing could nhave been eliminated by the use of doutle or triblie snow fence,
especially alons the Latcnuska Iiver and at Stephans on the lain Higway. It
is estimated thot at least 10 mdles of snow fence is needed in the Valler. Cne
tractor with dozer was stali.ned ot asilla and werked to advantaze. It is plen-
ned thet nexct winter siow rosovel eguinment will be lefh thre with an exrerienced
operztor Who resides in lasilla, and who will work as required., The mowiicin
roads arc stiil pluzged wita snow bui wrk is continuing on thsu. Hosesteaders
have moved into old HKnik and that pisce of road has been added to cur nainvenane
ce in the Valley,

£ Glean Hishway

Unusual drifting wes encounbtered all through the meonth along the
liatanusxa River. Naintuiners were kept busy cn the road all month clearing
snow as it fell and as it wus blown in, CGlaciers were active and a crew was
kept busy chipping ice off the road, .eeping culverts open ani sanding the
worst stretches. On the 27th, three small slides came down at 98 mile but

-



Taylor - lar.7,1949. Page 3

they were immediately removed without any delay to traffic, Crews worled
e

overtine keeping the driits cut and kceping azhead of the aliiost continuous
snowfall, .

g. Homer lcads
Kagilel Roads

Snow removal was accomplished on both these projects. 4t Hasilol
drifting occurred cn the 17th bul the road was opened vwhen the dozers froz
Kenal arrived av ilasiiof two days lalter. The rozd was ket in zood conditions
Glaciers were teken care of on the Homer roads and sanding was done on the
worst stretches.

h. Bussian River-Yorer Road

Overnaul progressing satisfactorily, and expeel to have all equip-~
ment in operating condition wien coastructicn sftarts. The crusher n2s ar-
rived in Seward anc plans are being made to geb 1t to FKenal before the thaw
anc the roads became bad.

Heavy driftinz of snow occurrad on the 17th at Kenal and Yoose Diver.
Dozers removed the heavy drifts and the road was open for traffic by the 20th.

On the Homer end very little drifting occurred end the work during
the month consisted ¢l general mainterance and snow removel. Flans are bveing
made to gt the anchor 2ivor bridge started in llarch, as well as the Hoiier
dock.

i. Dillirzham
Winter malntenance was performed upen this route during the menth.
Thurcan Zetis returnsd to Anchoraze Febrwary 4th, and reported the Snolo
and tractor in zool ropair, ana tie vork of snow rescvel moving rapidiy. Doudble
shifting hos bpeen neccrsar, during the month to ksep the roads open for tiw
school Lus as the unusually heavy snowfall and high surfcce winds have caused
undue drifting during the entire wonth.

Winter maintenance and snow removal was perforred upon this route,

which was kxegt in good conditicn.

2. 3y Coniract

a, Anchorage warehcuse, Contract I-are-40C7, Gothberg Construction
Company.

Gothherg was notified to proceed witir the supmlemental work on the
. warehouse on the 2nd of the menth, and imzediately started erecting partitions,

-3
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installing addiv.onal  wwbing and wiring. The work p. _ressed sabisfacto-
rily during tne wonth with the partitions being completed, tae wiring finish-
ed and rost of the plunbing hoocked up. Asphalt tile for the floor arrived
in Seward on the 27th and the ARR is trying to expedite it. The rest of the
plwuabing is being left unfinished until the tile arrives and can be placed.
The parts for the completion of the elevator nave arrived in the alR yards

in Anchoraze, but cannot be located in the tremendous backlog of freigat.

Mr. Gothberg has cleaned up both floors of the building and mas given us his
CK to go ahead anc start moving in. He has agreed thet this will not con-
stitute an acceptance of the building, ! '

'

- b, Asphalt Tank Farm — Contract T-arc~4036, 3-.=K Co.

Snow resoval on Lanic site has been canpleted, major materials stored
at site and sorted., The thwrinz cperaticns of tenlt arsa is approxdmately 25
coxpiete, FPiling and acceszar; equipient is located at the site and driving
of piling is proposed Lo start lareh 1, 1949, All major materizis ars on hand
or ¢n the way, enouzh is on hand so thit centractor is ncot hincered Jor lack
of materials. '
3. eather.

Weather conditions Lave been exceptionally bad curing the last xonth.
The mean temperature was awout 13 degrees below normal, the coldest leonth of
February on record. .inizm temperaiure was arownd 25 below zero. The wind
has blown steadily over the grecter part of the district causing drifting of
the frequent snow falls.

L. Hiscellaneous.

Harold Hller arrived fro. Eetchikan on February 3.

Claude Rozers was in on tne 1lth, zoing back to Hcuer from cutside.

Ricnard Gamwell, P-4, Contracts zngineer, arrived <nn the Ath.

Bd. 3iladeau, loccl foreman, arrived frou the States on the 5th.

Thomas Feriins, Engineer, arrived for work on the 7th. It is planned
on him woriking here untili the Faxson~Cantwell Survey opens up and
then he is to go on to the Valdez District.

Bill Fordai, F~3, Resident Snzneer, arrived for duty an the Zlst. He
has been assijned on the tank farm to relieve Uiller who is clean-
ing up smzall office jobs and getting uaterials, equipment and crew
ready for the Centwell-Faxson Survey.

Niemd left for an inspeoetion tour of the Kenzi Peninsula on the 23th.

District dngineer

WIN
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My, Ike P, Taylor ShA
Chief ingineer \0
Alaska Road Commiasion 0

Juneau, Aloska &}}”\,\

SUBJECT: Snow Removal for Southwestern District, Anchorage Area.

75 = Anchori:oe Ronds:

During the firat ei-ht days of the menth, work consisted of general
snow renoval with mainteiners and widening with two tractors. Cn the
ninth the wind came up and threatened to bleck all roadg, Wind died down
at 11:00 P.M,, and zen on shift finished cleaning drifts and went off
duty., All roads were passable at 5100 A.M., of the tenth., On the 1ith
ten inches of new snow fell but was plowed back and roads were passable on
Sunday Feb. 13+ wind cams up at noon Tuesday Feb, 15, and crews went an
double shift to get school buses and commters home. Hired available opere-
tors and put all available equipzent on twenty-four hcur shift. OSnow drif-
ted roads full faster than equipment cmuld open it up. One cat and one
grader worked on 75-A at Lerrill Field end Lountain View :nd m2nzged to keep
one lane open for traffic. wird blew all day Feb. 16, and all roads were
blocked except Palmer-Anchorsa-e Highway. Worked double shift and long hicurs
and had main Spenard roads, Potter roads and Sand Lake roads open for traffle
whon the wind died down cu the moming of tne 17th, Groders were practically
worthlesa except for cileaning up arcer dozers as berms wers too nizi to work
efficiently and drifts werc too hezvy. On Friday 18th, all roazds were open
for traffic, bui all nesded additional work as only one lane was open. Con-
tinued double shift for another blow would have filled ev:rything completely.
Wind resained quiet and all roads wers opened for two lane travel on fed. 2l.
Rest of month spent on pushing berzs back with dogers and clcaning up with
graders. 545 milea of snow removal were acconplished during the month.

7591'... - Anchorz-e~Palmer Hishway:

631 miles of snow removal during the month on this raute, There was
very little drifting as the road was protectid excu;t between Balmer and the
Matanuska . bridge. Snow berms were removcd and wind kept the road clear excepi
for occasicnal isolated drifts which were immedlatoly reaoved.

35 ~ Palmer-yasilla Roadst

936 miles of snow removal during the month., Tho wind was continuous
for the eatire month blowing from 10 to 53 miles per hour. [lodzds were open
on first but strong winds on the 2nd filled tiem all, By double shifting with
. plows and 3nogo, traffic was kept moving, wlid died to 10 X.P.H. that cvening
and the snow was pushed back with dozers so Ve-plows could worke. 40 M.P.H. wind
came up the 9th, nulifying all the work that had been done. All cuta were L



drifted full from 3 to 10 feet and dozers and Snowgo went on double shift to
open them up, OSnogo broke down in evening and has been down all mamth waiting
for parts from the Statea. Sent another grader with wing blade from Anchoru.ce

on the 10th, to help ~ut. Seven incies of new snow fell the 12th and the wind
picked up, undoing all the work accomplished. Went an triple shift on the main
highway with all equipment &nd managed to keep traffic moving until the 16th when
drifts at Stephans and the Alpine Inn blocked the yoad completely, Wind died down
on tie 17th and the Glenn ilighway was opened, also the road *» Wasilla. 3y
triple shifting all main roads were ovendd up by the 12th. The wind continued
blowing at Palmer steadily at 3 to L6 miles per hour with 20 to 40 mile gusts

the rest of the mcnth. Iy double-shifting during the worst spells all roads
have been kept pascable.

9631 S

: Conditiona on 96-B have been about the same as the Polmer rozds with
524 miles of snow remeval being accomplished during the month, Catinuous winds
alonpg the latanuska River with fresh llzit sicow evury few days amads double
shifting a necessity to maintaln travel ower the road. MNoderating teaperatures
on the 27th caused three sxzall slidex at 93 mile but thise were reusied without
any d elay in traffic.

56 — Kenal-Homers

At Kenai hcavy snows and intermittant winds ecaused no undue troubles until
the 13, 18 and 19, when the road at Kenal and Kcose River drifted full to a depth
of 2 to 6 feet. Dozers removed the drifts and roads were open on the 20th. OSnow
removal for the month camasisted of 466 miles including 5 miles of drifts.

At llomer no or very little d rifting occurred and work consist-d of routine
snow removal after the frequent snowfalls, 62 miles were totaled during the

month,

98-D - Kssilof-Roadst

35 miles of anow removal including one mile of 4 ft. drit‘ta vhich blew
in on the 17th. Dozer removed it two days later,

Q2=R Dillin;ghmn-h’ood River Road:

Detts returned to Anchorage Feb. 4, after getting the road to the
hospzital open. Larson was working on the Wood diver road, when he leit. Roads
dpift full lmmedfatoly after buiig plowed which seems to discourage him.

No report received as yet on present road conditicns.

2Q. gaﬁ:.mﬁ

L AJHATCHIT?
Ass't, Dist, Mmeor
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ALASKA ROAD CCE. ISSION
Anchoraze, Alaska

¥r. Ike P. Tavlor
Chief Zngineer

Alaska Road Comzission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: }.Ionthiy prosress revort for January 1949, Southwesltern District’;
Anchoraze, alaska. W

l. By Government Forces

a. Ancnorace Roads

Snow removal and winter maintenance was verformed on all the

Anchoraze roads, The glacier on the Loop fvad by the CAA shop backed up
and started over the road, the culverts were thawed out, ice chipoed off the

road and oil burners placed at the culvert entrsnces to keen the watcr flowing.
The tractors with blades were nut to work o widening eon all the roazds as the
unusual amount of snow fall could not be removed with the nlows on the craders.
The roads have been bladed down to the =zravel in most places and are in 7ood
shape, The snow tiis year is tco neavy for the =zraders to hzndle and guite a
bit of troudble develomed with the equinment, The AC zrader broke in helf on
the Palmer Hishway and several cases of broken bits, ate moldbeerd, anc the
wing on apnother machine was damaged several times.,

b. Anchoraze-Palter Hi~hway

Two small slides came down at the soutihi end of the inik River
Bridege on the $th. They extended across the road bhut were easily rexoved with
dozers and rraders. Traffic was not lialied nore than a4 few minutes llorday
merninz, The glaciers were verv active during the thaw and culverts wers faaw-
ed and fence erected. The excessively heavy snow fall ade it necessary to use
the dozers to push the berms back so the graders could clear the road of snow,

c. Latenusika Viller Roads

work on these roads canzisted of snow removal, sancding, and
widening of snow berms tiurown up by the V-plows, During the early part of
the month, the glaciers were quite active and culverts were opened, ditches
cleaned out and slacier fence was erected, During the last half of the month,
snow fell until all reads were blocked and the crews worked overtime to keep
school bus routes open. A fifty mile an hour wind has been blowine for the
last weel which blocks roads almest as soon as they are ooened uo. The Snoro
is the only machine which will =et rid of the drifis and it has been working
overtite, Two additional men were hired and double shifts started. Two iore
cats were sent from Anchorare.to help vusii the berms back so the V-plows would
be of service. The roads to the Susitna mining district have been closed all
month by slides which came cown curine the warm weather on the Gth and 1Cth of
the month, They are comwosed of dirt, trees and snow and the Snogo will not

-] -
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Taylor - Feb. 2, 1949. ~Page 2
handle tle m, S0 a cat has been busy all month on that project.

de Homer=tlussian River Road

Work in this area consisted of winter maintenance, snow

removal, and ecuizaent overhaul. Over 1400 miles of snow removal was
accarnplished to vermit freignting and =zeneral traffic, and s freizht could
move from Seward. Irank Jolmson returnca and is stayins at Russian River ol

Kenai River. The F2A rozxd is rettin~ narrow and is in poor shape; conse-

to taxe care of the zlaciers that are continually giving trouble ‘zlonz the \bﬂj‘“

-
P eI

quently the frel Pl I ol suWbi_les ard zarts.Xs.adlow-joo-dhi the freiznt- i

3

L3 1(1\,!,-}’ -

in~ equinient i Sae @ivon ot el bogotioo,  Necessary winter mainienance jan# )
] Sl ool - TN NPTy i ik eyt i . e B '.-'.'1-""‘

&na snow recoval was performed on tie [omer roads. VR

e Dillin~ham,

Betts left for Dillinghaz on the 1l4th, and found thinzs in
pretty bad shape. He reouested a new notor for the Snoso which was sent
down and installed. The Srozo was plowinz snow the dav after the notor was
received. Jnew has been abrormal there and drifts very bad. lo report hos
been recevived recently but the rcad situzation should be considerzbly improved.

£ Aﬁchora.:e Denot

The garase crew is busy on winter overhaul of ecuipment for
ndxt seasons work and on keeping the vresent snow plewinz ecuinnent cn the
road. OSeverzl rieces of equinment have been comsletely overhauled including
three Lractors tiizt were imuzdiately put to work on sow removal, The AC
grader was reveired by insertinz a sleeve in the tubular steel fraue and weld-
ing reinforecing plates in vlace,

Parts bins have been buili in cne quarter of the uvper floor
of the garagée and lumber vurchased for additional bins and racks in the re-
mairing area. The steel for the mezcanine floor was also hauled and h2s been
put in rlace. '

2. BY COITRACT

I
=i

a. Anchora:e 'jarehouse, Tantract I-arc-4007,Gothbersz

Constriction Conpany.

Work on the warchouse is almost comoleted but due to the delay
of some of thc shioments by the railroad, the buildinz is not ready for inspec-
tion and oceurancy, ZIven after accentance, money should be rehained to take
care of outside painting amd finishing which cannot be done until weather
moderates,

-2
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The railroad has evidendly mislaid one box of elev;ator narts so
that is not yet installed. It is also ncw apparent that a change in the
wiring is essential for efficient oneratio.

b. Garaze Heatinz Chanzes

Short Ter:a Contract - Anchoraze Installsvion Company.

Chanves were made in the heating of the garaze as revised on
the plan which included lowering the oresent units and addinz four new onss
in the work area and installiin= t'nez'-,-.o stat in office., Hoticeable difference
resulted in heating the floor level,

¢. Asphalt Storing and Hendling Facilities — Contract I-arc-L0S6 -
B-'}&:-Ko

First materials for the temk farm arrived durin=s the sonth
consisting mostly of mocked-down tenks in crates. laterial was hawled to
site and stored in the truck loadine area, or nlaced in l-X warehouse,

H.C.Shircliff, District Znsineer for =K Co. advised tul.S 01.‘.1 ce
that actual field constructicn will commence immsdiately afier the lst c
February. D.D.Kaiser will bLe puildnsz auoer:..m»ncent, aré J.d.ferrin uan::
SUDED ntendent, Their plan is to erect me tank =5 ravidly as possikle to
provide storaje for such materials as pipe insulatiom,

The contractar advises that three subconiractors will be en~
gaged on the project as follows: Vo
. 1"\“‘- .
Urban Plumhing & Heating Comrvany, Seatile, on viping and power hours;
City Electric of Anchoraze, on electrical work;
. F. Goggans of Anchorz:se,on painting

A form waw prevared and delivered to the contractor on which wa
tobe indlca’c.ec the Proposed Canstruction Prosram. This has nct yet been con~
pleted, as the local revresentativesof U-K Co. wish to consult with their Chief
Engineer before returningz it.

3. WEATFER CONDITICHS

Temperatures in the first ten davs of the month were above normal
with the thermometer reading plus 32 degrees an the tenth of the month. On
the 17th it dropred to minus 17 desrees but vas back up to 15 above on the
19th, and staved above zero for the remainder of the month.

The snowfall was the heaviest yet recorded for iAnchoraze for the
month of January with a total of 36.1 inches, These abnormal canditicns
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existed over the entire district which resulted in numerous problems
and long hours in keeoing traific moving and roads open.

e MISCLILANECUS

Foreman King from Palter returred from St.gtes on the 17th,

Two new rford Pickups arrived in Anchorzze., It i3 planned to
give one to King and use the coupe he now has in the Ancnoraze Area.

The cost accounting is slowly goinz ahead with Gramner and
Van Zanten doinz most of the work m it.

Grammer finished his 2an work on the Fairbanks survev,

V. J. lllemi, Disirict Inzineer, arrived at Ancherare,
January 22, from Juneau, as transfer {rom the Burean of Reclamation, Washinrton.
H.O.White returned from the trip to the International Harvester
factory and Juneau conference on the 22nd.

Severzl boxes of svurplus ecudpment have been received from the
States., They centain in whole a 15 ft, boring bar for Sterling llarine Znrines
plus special tcols for servicing., Their value is contained only in what metal
can be salvaged for the shops. Received also from tihe States cne steanm towing
winch for a heavy duty tuzbeat. This mmterial and equipment was orocured by
Juneau froz: War Surplus in the Continental U.S.

e

District Engineer

WIN s
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KT LDUMEAR REMLY YO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

FURBRBAXALXGX
Anchorage, Alaska \
January 6, 1949\%1 Nyi/
.‘ ey,
AFG o>V
eMT e
Mr. Ike P. Taylor D “~t
Chief Engineer, AJL.C. GHS
Juneasu, Aleaska N

Dear Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern
District for the month of December, 1548.

Pelmer Areas

Activities in thig section consisted of winter maintenance,
tsnow removal, anc overhaul of ecguipment. During the eerly part of the
month the glaciers began to work rapldly, esveciglly in the Matenuska
Valley, end required daily attendance of thawing crews.. Numerous
fonces and barricades were erected to keep the ice from forming on the
roed surfece. all roads remained icy during the first half of the
month, and consicderasble sending was done in order to provide a safe
driving surface. The last ten days of the month snow started to Iall,
accompanied by winds and all available equipment was put to plowing.
The S11 tandem-drive grader borrowed from Glennallen was most useful
during this period. It was necessary to worx irregular overtime
in order to keep 21l roads open and safe for iraffic.

.-.,c.‘ur_-m e )

Russien River-Somer

Wwork on this section consisted of winter mainienance znd
equipment overhaul. Zxtreme cold weather was experienced, especially
around Kenal, and some bad glaciers have begun to form on the road.

The Coopers Lending rozd is in very poor shape, with many sidehill

F gle.c:x.ers, znd our equipment was off the road seversl times. Inventories
at both Henal and Homer wers comrleted, and work begun on overhaul of
equipment. All equipment elong the road was brought in to the depots.
Necessary winter waintenance and snow removel was performed on the
Homer local roads.

P

0O /i)

Anchorace Fosds

Winter maintenance end snow remwval was performed as conditions
dictated on thia section. Roads were icamy during the first part of the
month, end glaciers were active. The thawing crew was xept busy putting
in drain ditches and placing barricodes wers possible in order to stop

iee from forming on the road surfaces. All roeds were plowed several
times during the month.




Anchorage=Palmer Road

A8 on the other roads in this area, thawing crews were kept
busy working on glaciers most of the mohth. Considerable sanding was
necessary as the rced surface was very icy most of the month. Barricades
were placed in seversl spots along the road to prevent ice from forwing
on the roesd surfacd. These were constructed of corrugated roofing iron
placed againet stakes frozen into the ice, of building paper and chicken
wire, end of canves. OSnow removal was performed as necessary, it being
the policy to keep the snow bladed right down to the rozd surface. The
road was in good condition £°1 month.

Anchorape Devot

Pouring of concrete on the second floor of the garage building
wes completed. wnen neat was put into the building it was found that the
main working spece in the garage was not warnm enough. & contract was let
to put in additional heaters and to lower the existing heaters. Gieel for
the additional mezzaxnine was received during the month.

, Operaticn of the camp in the depet yard was suspended about the
middle of the month.

Work on the warehouse building progressed slowly. One bhoiler
wes placed in overation and work on jacketing both boilers and the piping
continued, Pafticns were placed and some of the windows glazed. The
contractor is still short quite a bit of material.

A tank was purchaced to provide gasoline storage when tie gas
pump is moved to the new depot.

The garage crew kept in repair equipmeni being used on winter

meintenance, completed inventories, and overhauled several pieces of
equirment.

Miscellaneous

_ lo reports have been received to date from outlying districts.
On December 28 a wire was sent to Dillingham to inquire if the SnoGo was
operating and if the roads were being plowed. No answer has been
received. It is believed that both vires were routed wrongly, having
eddressed to Kanakanek. We have since discovered that direct service
to Dillingham is now aveilable.

Foreman Rogers from Homer is on annual leave in the States
and will return about Fabruary l.

Yery truly yours,

o
Be Do S‘tewar"b, dre
Acting Superintendent

Cm— T
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BLACK

Fronm Ghiglione Road Commission Juneau Alaska December 31, 1948

To Stewart Road Commission Anchorage

Re Situntion Report Cecember elevan confirm that farm road west from iiells
Junetion Potter road has been gravelled to raillroad along center section seven
and advise status road west of railroad

p
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ADORKES MEFLY YO \

ALAGSKA ROAD COMMISSION
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JENCXRCE X0
Anchorasge, Alaska

-

December 11, 1948

ﬁl. Nyl

¥r. Ike P. Taylor }Pgﬂlﬁé
Chief Engineer, 4. F. C, o
Juneau, Alacka g:g;/ (.
Deer Sir: =
Following is the situetion report from the Southwestern |

District for the month of November, 1940s

Pelmer Areat ggél/l

All work except routine maintenance was discontinued the K :
middle of the month, due to lack of funds and cold weather. Foreman g%ﬁk
King was called fo the States about the 15th and Forcman Dye has been
in charge since his departure.

Crews were cut to the minimum required for satizfactory
winter maintenance, there being one man with a large motor grader
end snow wing at the camp east of Sheep Mt., 2 foremen, grader
operator, end two truck drivers ai Wienie Lake, and men as required
working out of Falmer. A4ll roads in this section are quite icy at
the pressnt, and it has been necessary to do = great amount of sanding,
especially on the Glenn Highway. To date, there has been little work
necesegary on glaciers, though some are beginning to show up.

The telephone at Palmer was moved to the A.R.C. office, with

~en extension bell in the garesge, =0 that better communication can be

had with crews. An Adams 511 grader was brought over from Glennsllen
to essist in winter maintensnce of the Valley roads, the present
machines at Palnmer being old and in very poor condition, and none of
them large enough or fast enough fofsome of the heavy snows and drifis.
The garage crew was cut to three men, who are engzged in getting in shape
some of the heavy equipment knowm to be nesded next seeson. The Anchorage
shop will be ioc busy woving to the rew building and getiing out equipment
stationed in Anchorage to do any of this work this winter, but following
that it should be possible to discontinue the Palmer garage as such.

£

Russien River ~ Homer Projectt

In the Kenai area, all work was suspended by the 20th. Graveling
vas stopped prior to that time, due to cold weather, but the clearing
crow wasg worked longer in order to corduroy a long swamp sbout five
miles south of the Kasilof River. The grading crew also worked longer
than the gravel crew, and pgraded up a wet sidehill about three miles




gouth of the Kagilof River, freezing westher making this work easier
due to the wet ground.

All Mile Posts from Russian River to Kasilof were put in,
the cempse closed, and work started on the inventories. A start was
made on haliling in equipment which had broken down along the roed,
end this work was nearly completed by the end of the month. Some
equipment secured from the Aymy and stored in Seward, was moved to the
Kenai depot. This congisted of three Cass tractors, two D~4 tractors,

3 EBuclid tractors, three Oshkosh trucks, and one gravel loader.

It was necessary t¢ dig a new well at the Kenzi depot, the
old one having been contarinated by overflow of the cesspool.

4n inspection irip to this secticon was made by Assistant
Superintendent Hatcheit late in the month, and plans made for overhaul
of equipment.

In the Homer arca, graveling near dnchor River was carried on
until the middle of tie rmonth, covering wel ground just north of the
river. lLoading and nauling of bridge steel was completed by Nov, 15,
and the small shovel moved io Anchor River. The weather being favorable
at that iime, it was decided to gzo ahead with erection of the Ancher
River bridge, esnd Foreman Gunderson and crew of three men was sent to
the site, from Glesnnellen. Using the large dragline as a piledriver,
the steol bent on the south side of tue river, and one false bent, were
driven, but in the meantime extremely cold weather came on and the river
startsd to glacier, Attenmpis wers made to keep 2 channel open but
these failed and the entire velley becsme covered wita about thres feet
of ice. It wes necessary ito do some dyking 1o keep ithe camp from being
flooded, and the steel yard began to glacier up. Under these conditions,
the crane could not work out into the stream, so the camp was closed and
the crew sent home. Strinping and corduroy work was also halted late in
the month, cold weether and darkness resulting in inefficient operation
of the camp.

41l equirment was moved in to Homer, except the large dreagline,
for winter overhaul and ingpection. The light plant at the Homer depot
.gave ‘trouble during the month, the connecting rods and c¢rankshaft going
cut, but repairs were accomplighed.

Anchorage Roadss

York was continued until asbout the 20th of month on graveling
the Spenard road from the top of Romig's hill to Deadmen's Curve. Cold
wagther was experienced during this time, but it was deemed adviseable
to continue untili this section was completed, due ito the heavy volume
of traffic over that section and the manner in which it broke up last
springe 4About 18 inches of gravel was placed over most of the distance.

The gravel was then moved to the Potter road and gravel
placed on the line which had been started toward Campbell Creek. 4
i1l scross a swanp was made, bringing the road tc the railroad, and from
there o dozer was started on cldaring out the right of way toward
Campbell Cresek. It is the intention to secure a passable winter road
that will serve the homesteadsrs and to get the line brushed through
while the ground is frozen.



Moegt of the locel roads were bladed up before the ground
froze, and as a consequence they should remain in fair shape ell winter.
They are all icy, though, due to rain thet fell about the middle of the
month juat afier & heavy snowfell, followed by extremely cold weather.
Seanding has been done on the wwrst sections. Some glaciers have made
appearance, especially on the lower end of the Potter rcad, but only
that portion being used by the school bus is being mainteined.

Anchorasge~Palwer Sectiont

This rosd was in fair shape during the month. The surface
was bladed well Yefore freeze-up, but as in the Velley and arcund
Anchorage, the thaw in the middle of the month, fellowed by cold weather
resulted in a sheet of ice covering the road. Attempts had been made
to blade the snow down to the gravel but it wes not possible to get this
vork done befors the ice formed.

Some glaciers have formed, especialliy on the hill just north
of the loose Horn Lodge, on Peters Creek hill, and north of the railroad
crossing at Mile 146. iaintenance crews have placed barricades at these
glaciers, some consisting of sheet iron roofing againgt posts frozen inte
the ice, some of canvas, ond sozme of chicken wire neiting btacked with
roofing papers These barricades successfully hold back the ice and
prevent it from flowing across the highway. When not working on {iwese
barricades, the maintenance crew haz been occupied in sanding the worst
places.

The sub-contractor on Sec¢tion A, Stoci and Grove, ceaced
grading operations on the ldth, the weather bheing too cold. The line
change east of the Dast Gate is about 75% complete. Considerable
stripping wae done on line changes between liile 14 and the Fire Lake

racdhiouse. VWigening of sub-grade between the Xnik and Hata nuska bridges
is nearly complete. -

Anchorapge Depots

Sufficient grading was done around the new buildings so that
the spring run-off would not bother them, and a large parking area
built up north of 4th & ve. The frwel tank was completed and placed
in position, the stack raised, and work begun on installing the oil
burners in the furnaces. Jd4bout half of the concrefe flooring on the
gecod floor of the garage was voured, but the weather then becaxe too
cold to proceed. Tiork on the warelhiouge progressed all month, but some
items on order were lost when the Railroad bargs sanke.

The camp located in the new yard was operated all month, but
cold weather made the buildings very uncomfortable and the water supply
was & problem.

The garage crow kept in repair the equipment being worked in
this arca and overhauled some items secured from Surplus. 4n Adams 511
grader was placeéd in service late in the month, a welcome eddition to
equipment being used for snow removal,

& Py,
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hiscellaneouss

Foreman Stover reports that he completed repairs to the
Karluk bridge on November 20th; also that he was shipwrecked on the
return trip to Kodiak and had to remain at Halibut Bay for two weeks,
arriving at YXodiak on Dec. 8. No other reports have been received
from this sectione.

Greding operations at the tank farm site were completed
as much as possible. The Railroad wes unable to move the vower pole
until the latter part of the month, as they were waiting for the
post hole digger to return from Haines. They then set a new pole
and transferred most of the wiring, but the original »ole s5till stands,
and 1t has large pils of sarth siill arcund it that must be removed.

Mo glaciering has been observed on the site, but across tiae road, the
Standard 0il Company is having a bad time with ice. Water is seening
out along itheir north fence line and glaciering=-in the upper row of tanks.

Assistant Suserinteandent Gramuer returned from duty in the
Pairbanka District and is taking a small anount of legve.

4 gtart hias been made on keeping equinment records posted
monthly with the start of a new cost accounting year, and it is hoped
that this will materizlly shorten the time required to work up the
costs in the future.

a0 ot

B. D. Stewart, Jro
Acting Superintendent
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November 5, 1948
Mr., Ike P. TQ.YJ.OP

Chief Engineer, A« R. Co

Junear, Alaska 7 ‘

Dear Sirs . , . héi( )
' Y

Following is the situation resport from the Anchorage
District for the monta of October, 1948s

Palmer Roads

The Palmer roads were maintained throughout the month and
evidently are in fair condition. MNo opportunity for an inspection
has arisen yet. Foreman King has been on leave for several weeks, tut
Foreman Dye reports that graveliag on the Knik road and the Hayfidld
road hag been completed, and that the crew was moved to Hatanuska to
2111 in o small bridge which ig being replaced with a culvert.

A new crosgsing of the main lins of the Alaska Railroed was
put in by maklng a short line change juat east of Wasilla. Better
vigibility is given by crossing the railroad at right angles.

Greding operations were carried out on the Piittman roed,
about three quarters of m mile being complete by the end of the month.

MeKinloy Park

Operations in this area were suspended the latter part of
the month. Inventory of parts was completed, and eguipment for spring
snow removal overhauled. Foreman Diess was transferred to the Anchorage
shop.

Russian River - Homer

An inspection trip was made to this area the last few days
of the month, flying first {o Homer, then to Kenai, by car to Seward,
and plane back to Anchorage.

The grading and graveling camp is set up at Anchor Pi. River,
with graveling nearly complete to the camp. The Northwesi dragline was
gtill on the south aside of the river, but will be movsed across in g feow
days. Wet ground on top of the hill north of the river has been
corduroyed and is ready for grevel. The siripping camp is located at
Stariski and has worked to a point about a mile and ons half north of
the ereeks The camp will move up there in @ few days. The weather has
been very wot but is beginning to tighten up nowe

6L4/S€



An inspection was made of the proposed East End extenaion, and
it was found that the "L® line, as submitted on our sketch, is definitely
the hest location. 4s thers are a numbsr of homesteaders on east of sia®
Fritz Creek, most of whom have children of school age, it would be most Ll
desirsable to at least put in the creek crossing this fall and rough in
the grade so it can be used during the winter months. Please advige us |
sbout this as soon as poesibla.

It was found that the heating plant in the Homer garage is very
crude and dangerous, consisting of a drum with a Picce of pipe dripping
oil into it. 4n effort is being made to secure something more suitable,

At Kenai, graveling is still being done with the two Euclids, the
carryalls are woriing out of the camp at the Xasilof bridge, and the
¢learing crew is still working. There is a large swamp to be cordurcyed
and then this crew will be laid off. Work on the Kesilof b#idge was
completed the last week in the momth. Due to heavy rain during the
month, it vwas necessary to go back and regrade about four miles of road
that had been completed in September. Mud was hauled off the grade and
sand hauled in with carryslils.

The road from Kenal to Kasilof is now open to all traffic, also, of .
courge from Seward to Kasilof.

A irip was made to Mile 58 on the Seward-Hope road, vhere it was: , ,
found that Munter was putting in footings for the first large bridge, | 7pf7nu;o£
and Lytle and Green had seve ral miles of road roughed oubt but less | ...s'cosf
than a mils completed. o »

Surplus squipment stored in Seward was inspected and a decision
made on whet to ship to Anchorage and what to take to Xenai. District
Mechanic Peterson accompanied me on the trip.

‘!—-‘"
.
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Anchorace Ronds

The Anchoragg local roads are in fair condition. ZEfforts have been
made to blado up as mueh road as possible before freeze-up, especially
the most travelod sections. Graveling of part of %ae Spenard road, from
the top of Romig'a hill to Deadman's Curve was started but has been
hampered by breakdown of the shovel and & shortage of trucks. Foreman
Bilodeau was placed in charge of the local work, with neadquaatars at
the new garage yvard. Internxttent snow storms and thawing weainer
during the day resulted in all roads being very slinpery at times, with
consequent trouble from inexperienced drivers. Sgnding was done as time
and personnel permitted.

Anchoraee = Potter

Viork on this section was suspended on Cctober 20th. At this time
a passable road had been secured as far as tie Potter section house.
About three quarters of a mile remain to bs completed to grads and widih
on that section. The grading equipment was moved to the new garage yard
and tank farm site, with the gravel crew going to the Spenard job.

Anchorace = Palmer

This section of road was in good shape all month. The Eagle River fE;foY”T?
bridge was placed in service early in the month, to the great relisf of i )
all concerned.



