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The following additional equipment is recommended for 1950:

~ Freight truck, long wheel base, with stake rack and.
hydraulically operated tail gate,

Snogo.., 3-screw.
Light Plants, 2: Ka. for Glenn Highway mountain c gaps.
Survey venicles

; suburban, for survey crews on contracts, “
Pickup trucks, . ton, for inspectors on contracts and for °

maintenance replacements.- Mechanical Senders. (To be specified Later), ~

Coupe for District Enzineer, *

Water pwap, portable, 1s", air cooled gis engine driven,
with intare tose cnd screen,

t

Mount McKinley Parx Roads.

For a purely caintenance rrogram, on the same scale as in recent years,
ho new ecuipment will be required,

On the proposed improavemmt and bridze replacement progra, the majoriters would include a bcon, ¢cragline bucket, viledriver leads and a hemmer
for the 2CB shovel, ond & pickup truck for the foreman. Mo design data is
available on the bridges as a guide for ordering piledriver equizment or such
items es a coricrete mixer if concrete abutments or cther concrete wre is
involved,

Sufficient time would be available to prepare equipment and tool lists
when the program is imown, and before bridge materials coulc be delivered on
the ground,

Tliarne Roads. : .

No new equipmamt is contzaplated, It may be necessary to transport a
Dl. tractor and concorescor from Homer to facilitate rock work and graval
lhoadinz. The 30 gas Cat. should be. revleced with a more derendcable machine
until the road is in snase to wnere the 35 gas Cat. can handle. ‘This is a
iecal problem which requires additional field investigation,

Advantage should be taken of the favorable weather in the early summer
to complete all gracing work on the section between Mile 66 and 93, includinginitial gravellinz. To prevent any delay to the gravel program, which would
thereby run in the costly rainy season, there should be a ninimun of distur~
bance to the present equinamt set-up on the Kenai Peninsula,

On hand are tie following major items of usable equipments

ag
otertineg Ivar
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22 Tractors (3-D7, 6-HDI4, 12-D8.)
6 Carryall Scrarers (5-12 to 14 yd, and 1-8 yd.)
5 Motor Graders, 12 ft.
6 DielO Tractors & wagons
3 Evuelids & wagons
3 Pull graders
3 Power Sitovels (2/4 yd. NW, 15-B, and 4 yd, Link-Belt.)lL Draglixe (14yd. Nw)
3 Ford Dunp Trucis, 3 sd.
6 International Dump Trucks, 5 yd.

Any other eartimovinz or gravelling equipment cannot be considered except
for light maintenance wor end ccemp use. The Link~Belt shovel also falls into
this catagory.

It will be necessary to set up two large grading crews and three zravel
crews to attain the maximum speed and efficiency toward early completion of an
all-weather road. Inaddition, there will be the reegrading and crushing crews
which will be built up as repidly as tie crusher operation warrants.

Two D-S trectors must be shicpec to Cantwell for spring freighting, and
possibly one »-6 and one D-4 if required. As the work clears up on the
Sterling Highway, end the fama Road program clarifies, it may be possible to
wove a few wore of the best D-C's and perhaps a carryall or tin to Cantwell,

Grayel hauling equipment must be increased to meet the program, It is
recommended that future Cantwell trucks be purchased for work on the Sterling

Hhghway
and shipped north when the initial gravelling is uncer control.

The following additional equipment is recoumended for 1950:

2 Freight truck, 2-4 ton, long wheelbase with stake body and
hydrauliceliy onerated loading tail gate.

1 Truck Tractor, 4-5 ton, cab over engine, short wheelbase with
double oscillating 5th wheel, air connectims anc control
valve for trailer brakes. (Similar to Auto Car Hodel U7LALT)

12 Dump trucks, 5 cusyd. (to be transferredto Cantwell.)
1 Coupe pickupi Light Plant, 5 KW = AC
1 " wy 3 OKWAAC

xz

Cantvell—Richardson Highwav,.

Caution should be exercised in the selection and balancing of equinnent
for this operation. The first season, iith its heavy expenditures for camp
materials, and start of permanent depot, coupled with purchase of considerable
service equipment, lends itself somewhat to this plan.
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Permafrost boundaries are not entirely clear, All indications from work
which was done, years. ago, and from explorations during the location survey
point to extensive: giacier deposits overlain with moss, light brush and small
spruce, The Location Enginecr's report states "there is plentyof gravel surfac~
ing along the route of the highway, but it will be necessary to have a screening
end crushing plant because there is a considerable amount of oversize rock in
the gravel." °

Plan of operrtions is to open up as much grading ground, well in advance,
as possible. Cnly extensive e:xmlorations will disclose how much grading ground
will be found in the first 34 miles of road now substantially lecated, It apnears
that we should be prepared to utilize all suitable borrow materials with the
idea of keeping the ~oad up above the surrounding graind to ease the snow removal
problems. In that event, the stripping crews would frequentl; revert to grading
operations to b2lance cut the overall plan of progress and the ever-presen
supply problem.

Tractor equinment is purposely, and also through linitction of funds, held
to a minimum. The sane applics to scraper equinpment until tne full story de-
velops on the ground conditions. Although shovel and truck equipment is not
plenned for the 2arly part of the season, if at all, the vehicles should be
purchased on the basis thet they are needed on tne Sterling Highway for a good
part of the suwoamer,

Two tractors, D-&, be transferred from the Kenai Peninsula for spring
freighting., Perneps other equipment can be moved up later, cased on its con-
dition end the program on the Kenai. The use of larse Athey Wagons in lieu of
pobesleds has also been considcred advisable which is a change in recortisndations
submitted under Section I, This tywe of equinamt nas proven satisfactory in
snow, andecn also be utilized for sumer freighting.

Purchase of the following major items of equipment is recommended:

Tractors with Dozers, D-S or equivalent,
Carryall Scrapers, l2-14 yd.
Athey Wasais, Stake Body, 10 ton capacity.
Grader, pull, le ft, large rubber tires.
Power shovel, 3/4 yd. with roel nucket, 60 ft.

sectiouel boom, and dragline bucket.
Are iielder, 300 Amc. ces enszine driven.
Motor grader, Tandem Drive, l2 ft,
Light Plant, 25-30 KW,

rT n 2k Kw
Freight Truc, 3 ton, with hydraulically ope:cted Lift tail gate,
Tank truck, 2000 gallon with puzp.
Pickups, 7; ton, 4 wheel drive
Pickup, 3 ton, standard
Fuel Store.32 Tanks, 12,000 gallon." " Tank, 10,000 gallon.
Electric dispensing pwnp with meters,

N
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Other smell camp equipment will be requisitioned in the normal mamner,
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Bethel Airfield anc Road,

Bethel must be better equinped if we are to make any headway there, or
even hold what we clready have. This has previously been discussed under
Section I.

Recomended for purchise:

L Dump Truck, 3 id.
1 Tractor, De, with "Southwest" combination bucket loader

and bulldozer blade, to be supplied with mountings and
pover control unit attached toe tractor.

Dillinehemcnaz Point.

With a Foreman-mechanic on a year round basis, we are in position to
keep up the equipment and provide satisfactory summer and winter maintenance,
The new shop requires some additional equinnent to function properly.

The D7 tractor :ith straight blade is not a satisfactory m-chine for
maintenance and ismrovenent end should be replaced with a DS with angle blade,
It is realized tmt this is only feasible if additional work is coming up or
if the D7 can be trensferredto Haknek on the proposed road, '

Equipment recommended:

1 D-6 Tractor with angle blade, complete with mountings and
power control unit attached,

1 Are Welding Machine, 200 Amp. air cooled, gas engine
driven, with hood, leads, electrode holder and
ground clanos, (Lincoln

Lo Laight Plant, 2 KI - AC, water cocled,
1 Air compressor, suall shop size, electric driven.

Kodiat, Roadse
.

The present dump trucks are old and require continuous heavy repairs.
Length of gravel haul is long and this is ome of the main maintenance opera-
tions.

Required:
2 Dump trucks, 3 yd.

Flat Roads,

The truck equinment at Flat is old and due for more heavy repairs, One
new truck is needed,
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Trap loading with dozer is 2 slow and costly method of obtaining road
surfacing material in this locality, especially when the area is dotted with
tailing piles from placer workings which need only a loader to utilize then.
Heul distances are reduced and production increased,

Reoo mnendeds

Dump Truck, 3 yd.
Loader, bucket, wheel type. (Will be discussed at Conference)

L
1
1 Light Plant, 2 KW, water cooled gasoline engine.
1 Air compressor, shop size, electric driven.

‘Very truly yoursA
LL might fearWn, J. seni
District Ingineer
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Vva Anchoraze Roads: i |ata?
Regular motor grader maintenance was performed on all the Ancip?—" :: 7

age roads during the early part of the month and were in fair condition when
they froze up on the Sth. First snowfall, ebout six inches, fell on the isth. .
Plows worked through the storm until all the reads were clear, as all indie J}i

-

cations pointed to a much heavier fall, On November 19th temperatures ros¢ oa
to a high of plus fifty degrees, melting the mow and causing the roads to
become very slippery, Temperatures remained high until the 23rd when it
started freezing again. Sanding was done on all the roads and the graders
were worked double shift on the 23rd to get the roads back in snape for the
expected freeze. During the warm weather, which was like a spring thaw, ; \
traffic rutted and dug holes in the roads, The weather turned cold on the ™
24th and remained cold for the rest of the month, freezing all roads in
fair condition. A snow cover is now desirable so that running surface can
be placed in good condition for the winter,

be Palmer Hiehway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the
month, Sanding was continued throughout the month on the pavesent which was

slippery due to alternate freezing and thawing, Barrels containing Calcium
Chloride, ashes, and sand were spotted on the major hills anc a part time
maintenance man was employed at Chugiak, Mile 16, to take care of the early
morning sanding whenever it becomes necessary. In this manner dangerous
conditions can be quickly remedied at a point which cannot be reached rapid~
ly by maintenance crews from Anchorage or Palmer, end at minimm cost. fhis
maintenance man, a summer employee, maintains a truck at his residence and
works only when required,

a

Ce Anchoraze Depot:

The small electrical contract on the garage was completed early
in the month, All machines are operating although the tools for the milling
machine have not yet arrived. The wire mesh for the concrete floor on the

- mezzanine was secured and partially laid. The wrk is being done by the
garage mechanics as a fill-in job and is going rather slowly. As yet no
concrete placement has been started. The maintenance crew has been busy during

Li
td

By Government Forces,

{
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the month jacking up the old C Street warehouse, moving everything out of
it and getting it ready to move to the new area. Overhaul and painting
of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily. Some difficulty is being
experienced with the parts inventory as many parts were jumbled up in the
move from the old area and were not properly cataloged upon arrival at the
new bins. Inventory should be completed early next month,

d. Valley Roads:

The Valley roads remained in good condition during the mnth
and the mly work accomplished on them was snow removal,

@- Mountain Roads:

Seven miles of snow was plowed on the mountain roads during the
month, .

£. Glenn Highway:

Maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The crew was busy most of the month sanding roads, cleaning sluffed rock
from the roadway, cutting orush along the road to prevent drifting and -

work on glaciers. Snow wes romoved from the road three times during the
month; on the first, the fifteenth and on the twenty-eighth.

Ze Homer Roads:

Work done on the Homer reads consisted of repairing the access
road to the beach at Hillers Landing and spot gravelling the East End farm
road where original gravel surfacing was too light,

Ohison Mountain on the upper bench was prospected for gravel and
a deposit was found near the top which is suitable for surfacing. The extent
of the deposit is not known and cannot be determined until after the spring
thaw. Surveys will also be made to determine length of road required to
reach this deposit, which would eliminate a long haul from the present gravel
source om the beach,

he Russian River-Homer Roads

Actual: work on the grading was shut down on the 20th of the month
due to wet conditions. A few days later, when

freezing
weather started again,

earryalls were sent over the ungravelled section to make the road passable
for winter traffic and was officially opened on the 28th. The 58 foot timber
trestle bridge was completed across the Ninilchik River early in the month,

*
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i, Farm Roads:
The Sutton—Jonesville road was completed early in the month,

when additional gravel surfacing was placed by truck haul, The road is
in good condition.

The road from Kenai north to Salamata Beach, known as the North
Kenai Farm road, was cleared, stripped and graded during the month. The
road is 6.1 miles in length and terminates at Salamata Creek. Surfacing was
not attempted this late in the seasm due to the ground conditions. as the
entire area is being taken up by horesteaders the road may have to be exten-
ded in the future. The ground is high and free of swamps and appears to be
good farming land.

je Dillincham:

The roads at Dillingham are in very good condition due to grader
maintenance, Brush was pushed back on the blind corners, ditches were cleaned
out, and areas that showed signs of breaking up were resurfaced during the
month, Worl: is on a winter basis with Foreman Palmer the only employee
except when he.requires help on snow removal.

k. Kodiak:

Motor grader maintenance kept the roads at Kodiak in good condi-
tion during the month. 16 yards of gravel was hauled into bad holes which
developed on the Island Lake cut-off. Although no snow has fallen during
the menth, the wind and freezing conditions caused rock slides along the
Base road which were removed with a dozer. An exceptionally high tide and
wind on the 22nd washed out 100 yards of the breakwater along Mission Road.
A dvagline was moved to tne area and repairs undertaken, Luckily the retain-
ing logs remained in place,

Work was started on the road to the ACS Receiver site but wet
weather forced the equipment out until next season.

le Naknek Reads:

Survey was started on the road frem Naknek Village to the Airbase
on the Sth of the month. Arthur L. Jess, Engineer from Horer is in charge
of the work. The first half of the survey was worked from the Village after
which the crew moved to the Airbase to complete from that end. During the
month about & miles of the preliminary line with profile levels, bridge data
and topog was completed, Field work is expected to be completed early in
December with estimates showing the route to be approximtely 13 miles in
length, <A supplementary survey of 3 miles from the Villase to the mouth of
the river was also completed. This section is important in conjunction with

- the Village-Airbase survey as ships mist anchor off the mouth of the river,
and future supply route would have to extend to the beach.

on
ey
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Since the survey was started, this office has been informed of
an Army Construction project that will require a road in that area, The
military planning officer was requested to present the facts to the Com-
missioner of Roads for Alaska for planning purposes and possible cooperation.

2. ByContract.
3.

Contractor did nothing on this section curing the maith. The BPR
Engineering office was closed early in the month and all maps and gear
either stored or moved to Seward,

be Glenn Highway, Section B-1:

Contractor is still working 2 nine hour shifts six days per
week end plans to work until about Decerber 17 when the plan is to shut
down completely, The crusher was moved from Mile 53 to the 74 mile pit and
crushing and stockpiling of base and plant mix rock started at that point.
Dridling and blasting of rock points on Long Lake Hill, Hile 8&8, was carried
on during the month, Some base gravel was laid during the month and that
section between Miles 48 and 67 is rew complete except for Miles 51 and 53
where the subgrade is frozen and it beceme inadviseble to place crushed
material. Contract is approximately 25% complete,

Engineering crews have been reduced to 9 men who are handling
the present work, both office and field.

ce Glenn Highway Bee;

The L-lLine and bench levels have been completed on this section
and the crews are now working on the X*section and profile levels. Antici-
pated completion date of all field work,including mterial deposits, is
December 20,

ad. Anchorage Apartnent Houses:

Exterior of both houses were completed except for the final coat
of paint on entry stairs, doors and window trim. Interior wall board com-
pleted, finish floors installed, kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing instal-
led in both apartments and linoleum floorand bathroom fixtures installed
in Apartment No. l.

3, Weather:

The month was quite unusual for this time of the year. On the 3d
rainfall began in the moming and continued all day melting what little snow
was on the ground, On the 5th more rain fell and the temperatures were low
enough to cause freezing as it hit causing an extremly hazardous condition
on all roads, Weather continued cold witil the 18th but on the 19th a chinook
wind raised temperatures arouhd Anchorage to plus 50 degrees and kept them

Gienn Hlenway, Section A:
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above freezing until the 23rd, On the night of the 23rd the weather turned
cold and remained cold for the rest of the mmth,

4 Miscellaneous:

Harry 0. White, Master Mechanic, left for vacation to the States
on the lst. 0. B. Peterson, District Mechanic, anc L. A. Hatchett, Assistant
District Engineer, made an inspection trip to Nalmek and Dizlingham on the 3th,
returning to Anchorege on the 14th.

Wm, J. Niemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the
-Kenai-—Homer road on the 2lst, returning to Anchorege on the 23rd.

High tides of 35 feet, backed up by strong wind on the night of
November 21, piled drift on the Asphalt Dock Line and broke two pipe hangers
and jarred the pipe loose from three more, Repairs were effected immediately .

and it is believed that no permanent damage resulted. The line must be
tested in the Spring.

Arrangements were made during the month with the Army to procure
their surplus power plant ashes for road sanding. Approxinctely 150 yards
were hauled and stockpiled in the yard, The crusher hopper was erected and
is being used for drying sanding materials, as well as providinga2 rapid
method of Loading trucks in emergencies,

Very trulyJIL M

LoJe Niemi
District Engineer

yeoir
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Anchorage, Alaska

Mr. Ike P, Taylor
Chief Engineer‘ Blaskea Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJICT; Monthly situation report for October 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alasia,L

a, Anchorage Roads:

Patrol maintenance kept the Anchorage roads in fair condition
during the month, ‘Work of redecking Ship Creek bridge in the Railroad yards
was completed on the 17th of the month, Some surfacing was placed at the
approaches of the bridge. Fireweed Lane in Spenard area was spot graveled
where surfacing showed signs of being inadequate. Some gravel was also
placed on XFQD road where the surface was breaking un. Culverts were cleaned
out on all the roads and marker stakes were erected for locating culverts in
the Spring. Plans to level up the worn Ship Creek Bridge decking with asphalt
mix have been delayed until next spring due to inclement weather.

To
le

Pin 7%

De Anchorage-.Palmer Hi chway:
|

Phe me

Culverts were cleaned cut on the route and end markers erected.
Three side ditches were dug, tvo through section 16 south of Mt. View, and
the other across 1100 feet of open field north of Merrill Airvort. During the
past few years we have been troubled with lack of drainage at both places and
have had numerous complaints from residents and business establishments, Late
in the month a 2 inch snowfall, followed by thawing weather, caused slipperyconditions which required sanding on all hills and on the Knik River bridge.

Cc. Anchorage Depot:

Due to unavailability of materials work on the electrical fixtures
was not completed during the month and a two weeks extension was necessary for
the contractor to finish the work, Work done by our own forces consisted of
installing heating units in the machine shop and installing 200 ft. of drain
culvert in the yard to take care of water from Fifth Avenue, Overhaul and
painting of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily.

a, Valley Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance during the month
om, on all the Valley roads. Snow fences were set uw, and all culverts were

1 4 cleaned out and staked. New decking and running plank was placed on SpringCreek Bridge.
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e. Mountain Roads:
|

Motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain roads
during the month.

f. Glenn Hi :

Vigdahis returned from their trip outside over the Highway and
were reestablished in the Mile €8 camp. The maintenance crew was cut to
three men with Archie Stadler the only man at 115 mile, Motor patrol] mainten-
ance was performed during the month, culverts were cleaned out, sluffed rock
was cleared from the road and icy hills were sanded. Snow fall late in the
month was removed from the roadway with the motor graders. New running plank
was laid down on the ckaloon Bridge.

& Homer Roads:

Maintenance was kept to a minimum on the Homer roads during the
month with motor patrols working the surface only when absolutely necessary
to prevent the road from becoming too rough, Some gravel was placed where

surface showed signs of going to pieces.

h. Russian River-~Homer Roesd:

Giles Lighterage Service was awarded a contract to haul bridge
lumber by boat from Kenai to the bridge sites at Deep Creek and Ninilchik due
to muddy condition of the ungravelled road. ‘The 80 foot trestle bridge across
Deep Creek was driven and lacics only the guard and hand rails for cowoletion.
Driving was started for the Ninilchik River crossing and the bridge should be
completed early in November. Grading on the Kenai end is going forward very
slowly due to inclement weather but every attempt is being made to get in the
dreinage so the road will dry out and be ready for grading early next summer

and. also to make it passable after the freeze-up.

At Homer grading crews are working gravel hills and even though
the weather was wet during the month, work was not materially slowed down.
That wet section south of Happy Valley was graded and ditched, work being
done tetween rainy periods.

4. Farm Roads:

Work was completed on the Jonesvilie-Sutton road on the 17th of
the month, and the road was opened for traffic. ‘The bridge across Eska Creek
was finished early in the month. Clearing of 8 acres of land for Mr. Halstead
at Sutton was also accomplished per our agreement for the cleared land that
our right-of-way took from his homestead. Camp at Sutton was closed down and
the equipment was hauled to Anchorage for repair, overhaul, and storage for
the winter. The gravel crew from the Knik road will work a week or ten days
gurfacing the Jonesville road with finer surfacing material.

Upon completion of the Jonesvile-Sutton road one HD-19 was moved
to Caribou Creek and constructed one half mile of road for the settlers below
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the highway, The work went very well with-one of the trouble anticipated as the
hillside was drz7 and no sluffing occurred, Actual working time for the tractor
was only two days. This road takes off the highway just north of the Caribou
Creek Bridge and eliminates the old entrance about one quarter way up the hill
which was always plugged by oun snow removal operations, and which Ben Hitchcock
wrote numerous letters about,

The South Kasilof road was completed during the month. Gravel was
hauled by carryalls on those sections that were not constructed from gravel hills,
making an all-weather road of the entire 7 miles. Some regracung remains to be
Gone next year and spots mist be regraveled after settlement.

At Homer, gravel was hauled from the Spit to the new East Ind extension
to provide an ali-weather road.

Johns Road on the Anchorage~Seward road was lengthened for 0.5 miles
to take care of homesteaders in that area.

Blueberry Road and Sylvan Way were graded and graveled to take care of
the school bus travel that will be on these roads upon the completion of the new
Spenard School, ‘The school is in the loop formed by Fireweed lane, Spenard Road,
Blueberry Road and Sylvan Way and faces on Blueberry Road,

KENI road was built by settlers and the owners of radio Station KRNI,
but was never graded up or graveled, All the ground along the road has now been -

taken up, Due to the roads importance to the entire community, it was deemed
advisable to take it up as a farm road and to gravel it.

The two loops in the Mountain View area, which fail under cur minten-
ance, were gravelled. These roads were practically impassable last spring.

gj. No report received from Dillingham yet. As yet no adverse reports
have reached this office as to the work since our change of foreman. Fatchett
and Peterson plan a trip to Bristol Bay area early in November.

k. Bethel:

The extension from the end of the slough bridge was completed during
the month. Some work has been done on the trucks getting them ready for next
years operations.

1. Kodiak:

Paul Stover returned from the Park-early in the month and went to
Kodiak for the winter, His brother, who had been handling our work, took leave
and went outside, He is expected back early in November and will return to Kodiak
as a maintenance man, Niemi made an inspection trip to Kodiak late in the month
and at that time work was started on a short piece of road leading to the ACS
transmitter site, Trouble is still being encountered in the person of
Mes. Nachweith who claims to control the road to the nearest available gravel at
the head of Mill Bay,
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m, ‘akotna and Flat Roads:

Work on the Flat City roads was suspended on the 2nd of the
month, The roads were left in good condition.

Crew at Takotna was reduced to two men. No work was done on the
roads during the month. The garage was completed and work was sterted on
overhaul of equipment, .

nm, McKinley Park:

- On October 21, two men were sent from Anchorage to the Park to
grade an area around Fark Headquarters and to dig a basement for the erection
of a new building, Work was completed and the men returned to Anchorege on
the 25th,

2. By Contract,

a Glen Highway, Section A,

Paving has been completed from Palmer to Mile 18 for a total of
30 miles, Paving operations were suspenied early in the month due to severe
weather conditions, The remainder of the month was spent in finishing the
grading andlaying a base course of crush gravel on the remainder of the roadway.
Graveling operations were completed on the 29th and at that time the entire
section was turned back to the ARC for winter maintenance.

0. Glenn Eichway, Bl,
Work on the Glenn B-l section of the highway has been satisfactory

during the month, The contrector has carried his rough grading operations to
completion from Palmer to the King River Bridge with the exception of some
heavy dirt moving remaining at Moose Creek hill. Crushed base course has beenlaid down on the flats between Sutton and King River,

Engineering is keeping ahead of the contractor's work although
our crews have been cut down somewhat due to men returning to school.

c. Glenn Hichway, Be2.

Engineering on this section is moving along with 80% of the
Leline staked and 504 of the Profile levels completed. Expected completion
date is early December,

d. Anchorage Amrtment Houses:

The contractor's work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory
during the month with the construction ahead of schedule, .Chimeys and
insulation were completed in both buildings, heat was installed with the exe
ception of finishing the ducts, roofing was laid, all siding was put up, and

~cutside painting was started. Inside finish is nearly completed in Apartment
No. 1 and bas been started in No. 2, ,

L



Ike P, Taylor - ARC Juneau - Nov. 7, 1949 Page 5.

Force account work at the site consisted of smoothing up the
backfilled area, and covering oil storage tanks, Although some work remains
to be done at the site it mst wait until the contractor removes his’scaffolding
and cleans up the area,

3- Weather:

First snow of the season fell on the evening of October 4, after
raining allday. That nite saw the first frost of the year. ‘Snow fell again
on the 14th and on the 20th. Very little freezing weather was experienced
during the month but rain fell intermittantly during the entire month. On
Friday October 2lst an earthquake tremor shook Anchorage at 11:25 AM, Aithougaquite pronounced it was very short and no damage was done.

4. Miscellaneous:

Niemi accompanied
by Kenneth Goodsonmade an inspection tour of

‘the Kenai area on October4 arriving back in Anchorage on the 7th.

To snow removal meetings were held in the District during the
month: One at Paimer on the evening ot Cetober 10 and one in Spenard on
October 23, Factual data end general inforration gathered from interested
parties was the subject of a spperate report.

The Anchorege Asphalt Plant was shut down and all lines dreined
for the season on Cctober 12,

Charles E, Abbott, Construction Engineer, went on leave the 12th
and returned to work on the 18th.

An Army wrecker ran one of cur sncowplow trucks off the road on the
|

2lst. The wrecker did not stop and although our truck turned over it was not
damaged seriously.

Niemi made an
inspection

tour of Xodiak roads on the 26th returning
to Anchorage on the 27th.

Mr. Harry Johnson was released from service with the ARC during
the month due to his telcing a suburban Chevrolet truck for his own convenience
one Sunday, ‘The truck was rum off the road and overturned with about $700
dollars worth of resulting damage.

A. H, Domschot, SP-7, Inspector on Glenn B-1, ran Alaska Road
Commission pickup #1035 into a@ contractor's truck on the’Falmer Road, The
pickup skidded on an icy bridge and hit the truck which was waiting at the
other end. The front axle of the pickyp was bent, and no appreciable damge
to contractor's vehicle.

trulyme\ ;CDsYn by Lehn
Wm, J, Wa
District Ingineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress ‘yeport for September 1949, Anchorage District,Anchora;e, Alasia,

le By Government Forces. . f
a. Anchorare Roads: ’ f

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all. the Anchorage
roads in good condition curing the month, Late in the month the bridge
crew started work on the lower Ship Creek bridge. It was planned to re-
place oily the running plank but upon investigation both the running plank
and deck proved to be worn out. Present plans are to replace the decking
with available 3 inch vlank and cover it with asphalt macadam as soon as
possible, probably next spring. ‘Work will be carried on at night because
of the heavy traffic during the daylight hours.

be Potter Road:

Gravelling and regrading of the Potter read was completed this
month and the camp snut dovm on the 17th, Maintenance with the motor gra-
der coapleted the work am left the road in good condition, Sections of
the road threugh the numerous swamps already show some sigs of settlement
and may have to be brought up to grade ahead of crushed rock surfacing,
and wnen this is done. Culverts were placed at access read approaches and
,the Campbell Creek elephant hut crossing was riprapped tith heavy rock to
prevent washing.

e, Anchorare-Polmer Highway: ‘

’ Maintenance during the month by the contractor cortinued lax and
the road between Anchorase and Mountain View became so rough anda rutted that
Alaska Road Comaission euuipment was put on it for one ana me half deys in
the middle of the month to keep it passable for passenger cers. The bailey
bridse was moved from Goat Creek to Ship Creek where it was erected cow
stream from the old crossing. ‘The old bridge was torn cut ana a new structure
100 feet long constructed, This bridse was backfilled ani opened for traffic
on the 26th of the month. The new bridge was painted highway yellow and

\reflectors installed on the approach guard rails, Bolts ami bolt heads on the
Eagle River bridse were wire brushed and painted, and those bolts that were iM
left out during construction were put in and all bolts tigntened.

Eolts were re
also tightened on the Knik River Bridge,

35/81
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Qe. Anchoraze Denot:

Qne drainage culvert was installed between the garage and
house over the water line and work was started on completion of the quonset ,
hut. A contract was awarded Pionser Electric for installation of electri-
eal wiring in the garase for operation of latie, milling machine, overhead
crane, Lighting fixtures and

elevator. ilork is to be completed during the
month of October. .

4

@e Vallev Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance dwing the month on
all the Valley roads. One 3€" culvert was installed on 75-L to replace an
old log bridge and 105 yards of sravel was hauled for the fill. Two neces-
sary culverts were instalied on Edlund road, Clark road was spot gravelled
where the surface had gone to pieces,

f. Mownteain Roads: '

Necessary motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain
reads during the math. Roads were flagged with poles for winter snow re~
moval,

g Glenn Highway: ; .

That section of Glenn Bel from Palmer to Kings River, Mile 67,
was turned over to tne contractor for maintenance and our crew at €¢ Mile
was cut .dowm to two

nen.
The camp is also handling the Glenn Bel engsneerson tiat end of the work. At Nile 115 we have one maintenance man with a

grader. The engineering forces for Clenn 2-2 are headquartered at Mile 115
camp, The road was maintained in good conditim curing the month.

h. Homer Roads:

Ditches on all the East road and the worst sections of the Hill
road were cleaned out andall culverts have been cleaned and staked on all the
local roads. The maintenance crew was laid off late in the month to remain
off until winter cogditions warrant their rehire.

i. Russian River-Homer Road:

Lumber ordered early in the seasm finally arrived at Seward end
has been hauled over the road to Kenai, With old timbers on hand we have
enough material to complete bridges at both Ninilchil River and Deep Creek,
Plans are to contract the Lighterage of tne lumber from Kenai down Cook
Inlet to the bridge sites rather than try to move it overland over 15 miles
of ungraded road, Piling for both bridges will start about October 15 with
completion in acowt one month, Stripping between Homer and Kenai was com-
pieted early in the month but grading is going very slowly due to almost con~
tinuous rains, Crews hive seen reduced to a minimum andall gravelling shut
down for the seasm, All efforts are being concentrated on drainage and

=e
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working dow dry cuts. Regrading vill be necessary before gravel surfac-
ing next spring, but a passable road will be available for use after the
freezeup, At Homer a gravel pit has been ‘secured from ir. Crosby a home~
steader, The pit has been stripped but due to wet weather late in the month
the gravel crew was laid off before any mterials could be taken for the road.

The Gruendler crusher was put in operation early in the month for
an extended test but after several days operation the gears in gear boxes wore
out due to lack of lubricants. This has been discussed in previow corres~
pondence, and replacenent will be made br the suprilier of the machine due
to inadequate design for proper applicant of lubricants.

.j. Farm Roads:

Work on the. Pittman Road was carried tarough to completion earlyin the month. Grading went very well, and that portion of the road that
was not built on gravel was

grevenee
with the carryalls, The first section

of this road, which was merclystripped last season, was
graded and ditched,

As this was all gravel base veryTet he work wes needed to m a good road
out of it. Moter graders finished the ditches and grade otterrough grading
was done with the cats anda

carryalls.
The dozer-blade wiath road from Pitt-

man to Big Lake, approximetely83 miles in length, is vassable to passengerears and it is planned to send agrader down the road to the lake when one
is available in that area, ‘

Bruhn's grading crew moved from the Pittman Read with their equip-
ment and started work on ihe Jonesville-iska Mine Road early in the month.
The old camp at Sutton was placed into operatim, with equipment working on
the road from boti: the Sutton and the Jonesville ends. Although the. worl
consisted of saie heavy cuts ard fills, haul distances were very short and
in most instances the work could be done with the dozers. The route is the
most part in gravel. except for about one half mile in the flats bordering
Eska Creek, Some difficulty was experienced in getting a right-of-way for
a railroad crossing fron She Alaske Railroad on the steep grades of this
spur railroad but a satisfactory locction was agreed-upon, Our zorces will
have to keep the

oe
clean of snow during the winter months. The new

route is aporoxinately 3 5 ialles in lmgth and eliminates all the steepgrades and blind curves ss the old route. Completion is expected in late
October,

At Kasilof work was started on the South Kasilof Road early in the
month,‘ Four tractors and two graders have done most of the work on this road
which will be approximately seven miles long in good to excellentzround.Actual work accomplished tiis nionth on the route is 4 miles cleared and strip-=
ped with 2 miles graded and 1 isile surfaced,

Wasille-WarkWork has started on gravelling the remaining 10 miles af the, roadguring the last week of the month. The one half yard truck mounted zZay City
shovel has moved from Anchorage to this job, together with the new Ford
trucks. Ralph Dye, local foreman, is handling the work with the crew of
drivers from Palmer. Work is progressing very satisfactorily ami should be
dompleted dauring October,

. ob
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ke Dillingham:

Crew at Dillingham is dowm to one man, Foreman-mechanic 5, R.
Palmer. Work on the roads consisted of grader maintenance and spot gravel-
ling. On those days nen it was impossible to do rocd work, due to weather,
completion of the shop is the alternative. Insulation of the building was

completed during the month and parts bins and storage racks started. Minor
repairs were mde on the. Snogo in anticipation of the winter season, It
4s planned to buila a Y-type plow for the dozer out of old boiler plate
available from the canneries to take care of heavy drifting where the Snogo
is unable to handle removal alone and in case of a breakdown. It appears
that we have the right wan on the job at Dillingham, and complaints should
decrease,

1. Bethel:

Work at Bethel this month consisted of filling ruts in the center
of the airfield with sand wnich resulted from runoff this spring md during
subsequent rainstorms during the sumer,

A local contribution of 3300 was made for building an extension
from the end of the slough bridge to two stores a distance of approximutely
200 yards. This work was started during the ronth.

Me Kodiak:

Maintenance with motor patrols kept the Kodiak roads in good con-
dition during the month. Sone ditching and spot gravelling was dme on
Mission Bay road and the Base road was kept dlean of sluff and falling rock.

n, Tattotna end Flat Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed on all the road at botn Flat and
Takotna and the crew reduced to 3 men on the 15th. The latter part of the
month Takotne crew worked on the house and garage, getting them ready for
winter, Plens are now to complete the interior of the garage and rove in
curing October, ready for spring overhaul.°

Oo. McKinley Park:

On the lst of September the crew was cut down to 5 men and over-
haul and repair work was started. Som gravel was hauled into the shop area
ami the equipment perking strip was moved back frou the airfield, Equipment
repair for the month includes mowiting thaw boiler on Truck 72105 and painting
poth boiler end truck, minor overhaul of D8, repair to: both maintainers,
repair to welder and miscellaneous repairs on the 5 Chevrolet Dump trucxs,

Sable Pass closed on the 29th of the month. Inventory was comple-
ted on the 29th and the crew returned to Anchorage on the 30th.

“t-



Taylor -— Juneau + Oct. 10, 1%9 Page 5.

2. By Contract: .
,

a. Glenn Hiehway Sec “ion aA:

.
Paving has been com leted from Palmer to Spring Creek with one

Jane being comnleted almost to Chugiak, of approximetely 28 miles of
‘paving. Rough grading is alrost complete with the contractor now reworking
the Eagle River cuts. Their crusher is set up in the pit at Fort Riciardsm
producing plant mix aggregate, Work of preparing the subgrade for crushed
base is getting uncer way. Present plans call for moving the hot plant early |

in October to the
Honunent pit in Fort Ricteardson. Final paving will be made

from this setup,

be. Glem Highway Bel:

Work on the Glen Bel section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month from our stondpoint, although the rock work has been slow
through lack of sufficient equipmmt. Additdorml equipment ma now been
moved in and the work is picking up, The contractor is now maintaining 22
miles of the Glenn Highway

during
cons tru tion,

Engineering is roving along very well withthe work keeping well
ahead of the contractor's operatios,.

Ce Glenn Hi phvay B-2:

Engineeri.g on this section is progressing feirly well sith 43%
of the center line being completed,C

Contractors work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory duringthe month. Block partitions in the basement were finished, all framing or
both buildings was complete, plumbing and wiring was roughed in in one build-
ing and roofing was started on tle second building,

Force account work at the site completed during the month consisted
of excavating both sewer and water trenches, laying both"Lines and backfil-
ling, installing one .anhole complete with cover, placing oil storage tans
for al apartments and backfilling the area around the apartuent besenents
with select gravel borrow.

a
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3. Weather.
‘

Exceedingly wet weather during the first week of the math hampered
field work considerably. The remainder of the month has been fair for con-
struction but plagued with intermittent rains which kept the ground soaked
up. No freezing.weather, however, which is unusual for Septerber,

4, Miscellaneous:

Harold Miller arrived on the 3rd from Cantwell having remained later
than his crew to complete inventory and to store supplies for the, winter.
He is working on notes and maps at Anchorage.

Hatchett made a reconnaissance of a possible route dow the East side
of the Nenana River between Cantwell ami NcKinley Parx,. Also a route over
Carlo Pass on the West side. A complete report will follow,

Niemi accompanied Assistant Interior Secretary Wm. Warne on a flight
down the route of the old Cooper River Railmad to Cordova. The flight
plan wes reversed ct the last minute due to weather, leaving D.B.Stewart at
Cordova to meet the plene after completion of the Plight instead of accompany-
ing Secretary Warne. ‘

Very truly yourg,/\ALAA \

. : Wa. J. Nieni .

‘ District éngineer
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ANCHORAGE Ast,

September 6, 1949

Mr, Ike P. Taylor .
Chief <ngineer “
Alaska Road Commission 5

Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for Aug. 1949, Anchorage Listrict, Anchorage,
. Alaska.

1. By Government Forces: ¢
a Anchoraze Roads: /

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month. Some roads at Mountain View were graveled by
interested ‘parties and at the same time spot gravelling was also done on the
main loop which we maintain.

Numerous requests are being received for the installation of driveway
culverts on the Spenerd Roads. Many of these ara on the main road and we are
recommending that the people concerned bridge the ditch rather than install an

ensive culvert which must necessarily be torn out next year when the main
road is regraded and paved,

b, Potter Road:

Barly in the month the grading crew finished earth movement on the
Potter Road and Foreman Bruhn's crew was moved out to the Matanuska Yalley to
work on new farm roads, id Ueeck returned from Dillingham and the gravel crew
was turned over to him to continue widening and bringing up to grade both
Potter and Sand Lake farm road, About one mile remains to be brought up to
grade across swampy ground on the Fotter read and some widening of fill on the
Sana Lake farm road, Both should be complete in late September. Grader main-
tenance over the route kept it in fine condition during the month, People of
Anchorage are developing the habit of driving to Potter, and the road carries
heavy Sunday traffic,

Ge Anchorare=Paliner Hichway:

Maintenance during the entire month was performed by the cotractor
on the job and although the road became rough at times it was at no time im
passable, The Goat Creek bridge was completed during the’ month and traffic
routed over it on the 16th. Trouble was experienced in getting decking as it
was the lust item of bridge lumber received, not arriving in Anchorage until
the 13th. As it worked out, hovever, Knik Glacier did not break until the ijth
and water did not cover our Bailey Bridge detour until the 1lsth, after the
new bridge was open, After the waters receded the Bailey was taken up and
removed to Ship Creek where it will be erected as a detour diring replacement —of the old bridge at that point of the Anchorage+Palmer Highway.

=e
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The Matanuska River Bridge was redecked while the crew was waiting for

the decking for Goat Creek to arrive. Running plank and wheelguard were ree
moved and new planking was Laid longitudinally for the full width of the deck
before replacing the wheelguard. Repairs were made on the south portal of the
Knik River bridge,

d, ‘Anchoraze Depot:

Work around the depot this month donsisted of erecting one quonset hut
on the platform built last month, laying the foundation for another and hauling
+opsoil into the yard between ths garage and warehouse. This last was raked
dowm and leveled off. It is rot planned to complete this project until next
spring, when more funds will be available. Storage racks were built in the ware~
house and the moving of parts and non-perisnables into the quonset was sterted,
Missing elevator parts for the garage finally arrived. One of the guide rails
was two inches too narrow and a plece had to be scabbed on for the full length
to make it useable. ‘

e, Valley Roads:

Other than grader maintenance on the main travelled roads very little
work was done in the valley this month, Three miles of brush were dozed off
the sides of the Palmer-Matenuska road and 3/4 of a mile of fence erected where
the plows tore it dow Last winter. Barbed wire was furnished two farners who
put up their own fences whici: we tore down lest winter. In the future we do
not plan to furnish any more wire or labor for fences damaged by snow removal.
Farmers have been requested to move all fences back to give us a sixty foot
right-of-way — otherwise winter snow removal, may not be possible without damage
to fences,

ff, Mountein Roads:

Only necessary maintenance wes performed on the Mountain Roads during the
month, :

ge Glenn Highway: ,

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good condition
during the month. Late in the month the Vigdahls from Camp &3 mile went on leave
and Foreman Stadler moved down from 115 mile to take over the maintonance on the
entire route. Hrs. Stadler is doing tie cooking for the maintenance crew and also the
engineering crews on the upper end of Section Glem B+1l,

h. Homer Roads:

Regular maintenance was verformed during the month with motor patrols.
Soft spots in the completed section of the East End mad were filled with gravel
and the hill road was reditched wnere slutfing had occurred during the rains.
The roads remained in good condition all curing the month.

i. Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end maintenance with the moter patrols kept the rozd ‘in good
wee
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shape, Fine weather during most of the month aided grading and that part which
had to be left last month due to mid wus graded up and ditched ready for gravel~
ling. Stripping was advanced 1/4 mile beyond the Ninilchik River, The river
was down and the equipment was forded easily. Work continued very satisfactorily
until the last few days of the month when steady rains turned the ground into a
quagmire, slowing operations almost to a standstill. The Deep Creek River cros=
sing was investigated by Niemi and Soberg together with the engineer and a more
suitable crossing was located upriver from the original one. Although the change
will entail several huncred feet more of construction it will eliminate heavy -

fil.s in overflow flats and possible future bank protection. Construction costs -
should be less, with no apvreciable disadvantage in gréde and alignment. After
a study of both the Ninilchik and Deep Creek crossings it was decided to bricg
both streams instead of attempting to use elephant nuts as suggested. Both streams
will. require 100 feet of pile driven trestle, with a.100 foot steel span to event~
ually replace trestle on Deep Creek.

Gruendler crusher representatives and mechanics flew to Kenai early in
the month witn repair parts for the crusher. The machine was extensively altered
with many of the v-belt drives being replaced with gear boxes and chain drives.
Repairs were effected too late in the season to warrant setting up a camp and
putting the machine in operation. Test runs were made, however, anc it is felt
the machine should be put on full scale operation for a period of about a month
before any reports can be mace on it, °

;

On the Homer end, the work has been going somewhat slower thar at Kenai
due to the fect that sone of the equinment wes kept busy on fare road construc~
tion, Gravel crevts moved ahead to Starisxy during tne month. A vit was located
ahead of Staris«y Creek and negotiations are in progress to get five acres from
the homesteader concerned, Stripping is beyond Happy Valley, with five miles
remaining to join with the Kenai end,

je _Farm Roads:

On 98 East End road at Homer 0.1 miles of road was graded and 2.0 miles
were gravelled curin, the month. All soft spots on the road were covered and
the gracing is now finished or the year, All the hemesteaders in thisarea are
taken care of with the exception of one homestead that would need an additional
2 miles of road. This road is not believed justifiable until more of the inter-
vening Land is taken up.
‘

The East Hill Road at Homer was extended 1,6 miles to take care of addi-
tional homesteaders in that area, Gracing was completed but no aticapt was
made to gravel this road due to long haul from the Homer spit.

The Anchor Point Road was completely gravelled. ‘The graded surface became
impassable under the increased traffic which a new road invariable attracts.

Location survey has been completed on the access road down the south bank
of the Kasilof River, It is believed further study,and some improvement in the
located line, will be necessary before construction of this road begins in late
September,

“m



On the Sand Leke Road, trucks worked from the Welis pit on the Potter
Road to finish gravel fills over the swampy sections, One carryall and cat were
used early in the month to cut down several of sand and gravel hills on this
route. ‘The road was connected about the 15th of the month when the trucks
moved onto the Potter Road to augment our equipment there, Altogether 3.5 miles
of road have been completed with an all weather gravel surface. It is believed
that more work will be necessary next month after present fills settle across
the swamps. :

°
The Airport Heights Road, 1.5 miles in length, was built with oe dozer

end one carryall and cat in 4 actual working cays during the month. Motor graders
followed with ditches. Soil mterial was removed to gravel, thereby eliminating
necessity for surfacing. This road, besides giving an access road to the people
in the area, was needed by the ARC as an access from the Spenard area to our grevel
pit located in the scfiool section at the end of Merrill Field. A small timber
trestle bridge was built across Chester Creek and approach fille were pushed out
with the dozer.

During the good weather, the work on the Schrok Road was carried through
to completion for the season, Although all the people in the vicinity are taken
care of, there seems to be an influx of setilers in area and a reasonable
assumption is thet we will be called on to extend this roud in the future.

Equipment was moved from the Shrock Road to the Davis Road or Route 35-J.
Three families that have mde a full-tine effort to farmthe land have no access
road and consequently lost most of tueir produce last year through their inabili-
ty to get it to market. This project was promised for last season bub was overe
Looked in 1949 plans. ‘or wes started late in the month on a road for them anc
should be completed earl; in September, Length of road to be constructed is ap-
proximately one mile anc the settlers are assisting in cmstruction.

Work was strrted on the Pittman Road early in the month. Ray Bruhn's
grading crew moved from the Potter Road with grading equipment to ao the work.
During the early part of the month, work progressed so satisfactorily that it
was decided to continue on to Pittman, Jack VanZanten and his crew worked both
on location and construction on this pm ject. Sections of swampy ground encoun-
tered along the route proved to have sound gravel bottoms and did not slow the
work materially. A standard width gravelled surface road has been completed to
within one mile of the Pittman Statim. Numerous settlers at Big Lake requested
that the road be extended to the lake, Lack of funds and other priority jobs
made this impossible; however one tractor worked 3 days filling swampy ground on
the Ll mile route so the old road is passable to truck traffic. Homesteaders con-
cerned paid all operating expenses with the tractor being donated free of rental
by the Commission.

Surveys were started on the Suttm-—Jonesville Road. Present plans are to
follow up the east side of the ARR tracks,staying outside of their right-of-way,
cross the tracks approximately me mile from Sutton and continue on the west side
of the tracks, Grading crews will be moving into the Sutton Camp early in
September.

whyn
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k. Dillingham:

Bd Ueeck reported back to the Anchorage Office on the lst of the
month. Work was turned over to Mr.Ernest R, Palmer, of Dillingham,and the
quonset type shop hus been completed. Other work consisted of ditching and
maintenance with the motor patrol.

1. Bethel:

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sami to patch up the road where
it showed signs of going to pieces. Our foreman, Mr. Marsh, recommends that
we plan on cribbing the appreacnes of the slough bridge with le.s which could
be obtained locally, This will be investigated when someone gets down that
way and recommendations mace in future programs,

m. Kodiak:
"

: ,

The only report received from Xodiak for the month was given verbai-
ly from a Captain Bucy, ACS Station Chief from Aodiak. He stated that Stover
was doing a fine job and the roads are in excellent condition.

n, ‘akotna and Flat Roads:

Ditching and improvement of the road between Candle Hill and the Jand-
ing was continued. Additional gravel was placed at the landing. Routine main-
tenance was performed on all Flat roads and a powder house 4x4x5 was built during
the month,

*

Oo. McKinley Park:

Work during the month consisted of filling washes am sags in Miles
58, 59, 69, 72, 75 and 79. Bridge approaches were raised at Miles 87.8, 41.7 and
42 miles. Necessary bridge repairs curing the month were as follows:

Mile 1,8 decking and running plank at approaches
Mile 3.5 repaired abutments‘ Mile 12,8 decking and running plank renewed

©

Mile 16.6 repaired abutments
Mile 19.5 and 19.6 running plank and railings replaced
Mile 20.4 decking and running plank renewed
Mile 30.9 running plank replaced
Mile 41.7 repaired abutments
Mile 43.2 piling braced and repaired
Mile 60.8 replaced one bent and abutment braces
Mile 87.8 replaced approach decking and running plank

‘

Two culverts were extended to take care of shoulder washing, one at
mile 46 and the other at 13, Brush was cut along the road in miles 1 and 2, and
ail streams and wash channels cleaned and re-ditched.

Early in the month about 3 inches of snow fell at Camp Bilson but it
on melted soon after it hit the ground,
)

San
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A cmtract for supplying Miller's survey party by air from
Anchorage was awarded early in the month and first flight made August 3, land
ing at a small field built by survey dozer. On the 24th Niemi flew in but was
unable to land due to failure to cut brush on the end of the field whitch was
requested by the pilot on the previous flight. Purpose of the flight was to
look over the route and also to pull in the survey crew which wis Logging down
due to constant trouble with tractor equipment, long supply lines, and poor
commuicetions. Thirty miles of location was also deemed sufficient ahead of
construction, since the route has been definitely determined to the Susitna
Crossing.

Personnel from this crew, together with badly needed survey instru~
ments, were moved to Section Glenn Be2 at the end of the month, Niller is
expected down in a few days after storing supplies at Cantwell and taking in-
ventory.

Qe Talkeetna:

Work et Talkeetna consisted of routine meintenance with grevel
trucks and maintainers. Niemi, made an inspection tour of the work on the 24th
and at that time it was decided to shut down the work the ist of September.
Mulvaney will take over the job of maintenance man at 115 mile camp, Glenn
Highway, and Mrs. Mulvaney as cook. for the survey party on Glenn Bed now
working from that camp.

Ye Anchoraze Aschalt Plant:

A scale repair man was borrowed from the ARR to check the scaled
both at Ancnorasze and at Valdez. He was taken to Valdez on the lth and was
back to work on the Anchoraze scales on the 17th, Tests proved that our scales
were badly out of adjustment and upon raising the deck it was found tnat one
of the pivot points was broken, No replacements were on hand so one was mace
from some stock that was available from the ARR, Upon Hr. Erwin's suggestions,
a complete set of pivots were ordered to be carried in stock at Anchorage. The
parts will fit both sets of scales and in case of another breakdown can be in»
stalled imnedisztely, It was believed that the scales breakdown was due to the
trucks running over the corner when pulling out. A piling wes set at the cor-
ner of the pit to remedy this. The pit approach, which was soft ani filled with
large rock was also dug out and replaced with select gravel.

Work is still being carried on by the operators in painting the pipe
lines with a water proofing compound, Almost daily deliveries of asphalt are
being made to contractor on Section Glenn 4,

2. BY CONTRACT

&@e Glenn Highway, Section As

Paving has been completed on that section of the highway between
Palmer and one half mile South of Knik Bridge. The asphalt plant was moved
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down to mile and the Eklutna flats have been paved for about 4 miles, The
contractor's plans are to do only such paving as is ready in the vicinity of
the present plant set-up, and get the crushed buse course dom on the rest of
the road and leave it until spring. The crusher was moved to the Merrill Field
pit late in the month anc it is the contractor's plans to lay crush from the
City limits towards Chugiak. Although the road is in better condition than
during previous month, it still is rough over the first 15 miles from Anchorage.
An inadequacy of road construction and slow signs is also very noticeable all
through the contract, Progress estimates show the work as being 55% complete.

b, Glenn Hishway, Bol:

Work on this section of the highway is moving along satisfactorily,
the operatios being concentrated between Palmer and Sutton. Some rock dril-
ling is in progress on the reck bluffs a few miles eouth of Chickaloon. Actual
construction on the proiect is approximately 6% complete, Construction engineer-
ing on the contract is moving along well after a poor start, although the crews
are still handicapped somewhat by shortage of vehicles, The contractor has
started erection of construction camp at Mile 95.

Ce Glenn Highway, Bee;

Mr. McAlister, Resident Engineer, for this work started survey work
on the 23d to obtain data for design during th winter. Miller's crew, complete
with cook, was sent to 115 Mile Camp on the 31st of August to augment NcAlister's
single party. Present plans are for him to operate from 115 Mile Camp for the
entire project until westher forces a shutdown.

d. Anchorave Apariment Houses:

Work of preparing the site for the apartments was completed and the
contractor sturted actual construction on the 13th of the month. Since then
work has progressed very satisfactorily with both basements being poured complete
with floors and walls. Concrete block partitiens in the basement have been can=
pleted in me building.

3. Weather:

Weather has been exceptioally good for the mmth of August with rain-
. fall. below normal for most of the period. The 27th proved to be the second hot-

test day of the year. Since the 29th, rain has been falling,with resultant .

hindrance and slowdown of constructim.

ke Miscellaneous:

On August 8, the earth auger hit a power line on the Post road, while
it was moving from me hole to the next. Lines were broken ana the auger was
overturned but very little damage occurred.

~f=



Merle Harding, P-2,Inspectar for Glenn Bel, arrived from Seattle
via PNA on the 10th,

The Knik Glacier broke August 14th, Water rose 13 feet 3 inches
before reaching its crest at noon of August 2nd.

Dorn L. Ellery, P-3, Engineer for Glenn BS, arrived on transferfrom Bureau of Reclamation on August 23.

. Louis P, Hendricks, “ngineer P2, arrived on the 3lst and has been
assigned to Foreman Sooverg at Kenai to replace Chester F, Ricker, resigned.
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for July 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchoraze, Alaska. . f

jf?
a. Anchorarze Roads: . .

Routine maintenarce with motor patrols xept all the Anchoraze roads
in good caidition curing tne month. The rourth Avenue waving which was iaid
down last fall became rutted and was scarified and relaid during the early part
of the month. Upon inspection, it was found that the oil ms not cured at ail
under the top one half inca and it worked as though it nad just been mixed. The
South appreach to the Ship Creek oridze washed out early in the month ana riprap
consisting of seversl old truck bodies was placed to protect the abutment and
fill before it was replaced, Traffic was routed aroind throign The alaska Raii-
road yard while repairs were being made,

The east suard rail on the Chester Creek Bridge at Spenard Read was
replaced arter being wrecked by a car.

Progress on this route was very good tois month altiicugh some iocal -
rains slowed down much of the regracins, The fi.2 on the Anencraze end of tne
road was widered to 23 feet énd much of it’broucnt un to grade, Recracins was
carried across numerous small swamps alonz the route where the fills rlaced
last veer had setzled covm to swamp level, Fills at Rabbit and Little Rabbit
were widened and brousht up to- standard and numerous culverts were lenathened
to take care of tne added width. Late in the montn, trucks were taken off the
job of making fills frem the Cii and Wells pits and put in the Raboit Creek pit
so gravel could be placed over that section of read already up to cur new standards.
The gravel program is prozressing very satisfactorily.

Grader waintenance over the entire route kept it in fine condition
during the month.

tc. Mountain View Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in this
area in good concition, No new road construction has been contemnl:ted in
Mountain View out with tie erection of the new school it seems certain that
another quarter of a mile of road will necessarily be added to our system for
maintenence for convenience of the school buses.
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d.

Early in the month all the highway beyond the fort Richardson MP Cate
No. 3 was turned over to the contractor for maintenance. The section from the
Anchorage City Limits ‘to this point was maintained by our sotor graders until
the 20th of the month when the contractor moved in and sturted grading. At that
time he assumed responsibility for maintenance on the entire 48 miles.

The Peters Creek fills were made early in the month by the contractor
and treffic was routed over the new bridge. Twice during the month rains caused
the untamped approach fill to sluff around the bridze abutments, but traffic was
routed eraind the olc read while the slight damage was repaired. To prevent re-
currance of the sluifing, 3 feet of bulkhead were added to the east abutment.
No traffic delays were exrerienced during these periods.

e. Anchorave Denot:

, No actual grading was done around the depot this month. The wiring
for the cold storage box was run in and the box has been operating most of the
month. The contractor on tue warehouse finally received his materials aad
has completed the repair work on tne second floor. Latest reports from him are
that he still has not received nis gates for the elevator. Materials are slow
in coming from the States as is evidenced by the fact that tne elevator in the
garage is still being neld up vending the arrival of the guides.

A loading ramp 200 feet long has been built at the beck of the yard,
using old timbers salvaged from the old Sutton yard. It is planned to erect
quonset huts on one end cf it to be used for storage for nonperishable goods,
during the winter.

Water lines have been run into the mess and a shower has been com=
leted in one end of one of the bunk houses,Pp

f, Valley Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed during the month with motor graders
and the roads were kept in good condition during the entire month. Cne dozer
was kept busy cleaning brush from the right-of-way in those areas where it was
encroaching upon the diteh or roadway. Six miles of brush was removed on the
Bodenberg Butte road and one mile along the Palmer-wasilla road.

@& Mountain Roads:

The Hatcher Sumit was opened up on the 15th of the month and the
road opened to the Lucky Shot lijne. Due to bad washouts on the ‘Mllow creek
road, however, traffic could not get into Willow until a week later. During
the second run-off this spring, viillow creek swung over and ran down the center
of tie road and extensive repairs were necessary to make the road passable. Peter
Nelson and his crew was‘moved down froin Colorado upon compliction or treir work
there, and camp was set up at Willow. Work was carried on with two trucks sent
up from Anchoraje and the Cat that came back with the crew, The Grubstake Line
road was repaired, as the owners plan on operating this yesr. Nothinz extensive
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was done on the roads and it is probable that more extensive repairs will be
required for next year if the roads are to be braight back and maintained to .

our standurds.

he Glenn Hiehway: .

Regular maintenarce with the mtor patrols kept the road in goodcondition during the month, Crews were kept busy renoving ‘slides that have oc-
curred during tne pest seasm, opening ditches and filling small washes along
the Katanuska River,

i. Hower Roads:
ROME POLS 3,

Regular iaaintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The Diamond Ridze Road was ditched and the secticns that showed the worst wear
were graveled, Gravel had to be nauled up the long hill so spot gravelling wasall that could be attempted. The Hill road and the Bast End Road were maintain-
ed and ditctes cleaned with the motor graders, . ’

je Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols. Duringthe early part of the month while the weather was favorable, grading was carricd
forward to Clam Gulch ani the cut made on the North side of Clam Gulch Creec. The
weatner then took 4 turn for the worse and grading of the next 3} miles was im~
practicable due to lack of cravel and the clay nature of the soil. This area wes
by-pessed and the grading crew noved forward ower to the road to better cround.
Grading is being backed up over this gap whenever it appears feasible to work it,
Graveiling is going somew.at siower as there is ro sign of any materiel that will
stand up either as fill across the swampy areas or for surfacing for an eighthmile stretch; and the m.terial siust be frauled from the pit 2 miles south of the
Kasilof River, Clecring and stripping is moving ahead rapidly with the caisp now
set up €4 wiles north of the Ninilchik River. ‘

The Gruendler crusher service man was down to look at the crusher earlyin the month anc admitted the obvious faults of the machine. He returned to th
factory and the latest rerort ‘from hia was that the entire engineering deprtrens
and the mechanical departzents were busy redesiming and fabricatin7 replacement
parts, Factory mechanics are due in Anchorase on the 4th of August to handle the
job of recornverting tie crusher when the parts arrive.

At Homer the weather has been exceedingly wet. Altnaigh the actualrainfall has not been sreut, the lack of any drying weather slowed the work dow.
Areas thate ald normally hove been worked with the pull creader and carryalls re-
Quired from to three feet of gravel fill before they could he crossed. Much. of the ground ahead of constructim is of the sme type and will necessarily slow
the job considerably. Gravel is now being obtained from the pit at Anchor ltiver-
with the next pit in sight at Starisxy Crossing. ‘The trading crews Inve moved to
Starisky, with the gravel crew still working out of Anchor River,

-3e
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ke Farin Roads:
On 98 East End read at Homer 0.3 miles of road was graded and gravel-

led during the month. Further work had to be discontinuec on the extension
until drying weather permits. .

The Anchor Point Farm road was comicted durinz the month with the
exception of gravel, which will be omitted on much of the road this year. Actual
work done consisted of 1.4 miles of clearing, stripping and grading and one
half mile of gravellins. . .

:

St. Johns farm roac, off tne Potter roid, was built and gzravelled
during the month, Homesteacers coneerned did all the slashing and corduroyed
the swanapy areas. They also suszested that if our equipment was too busy they
could take care of the surfacing also after the grading was finished. This,
however, wa3 taken care of with the carryalis right along with the grading.
Altogether 0.4 miles of road was cleared, stripped, graded and gravelled.

Qn the Sand Lake farm road, the trucks were moved around to the Potter
end of the road and work carried on rom the Wells pit. Actual f111 placed durinz
the montana was i mile with 2500 feet of the way being cordureyed. The oridze
across Camrbeil creek has beer, completed with a total lenztn of 52 feet. the
piling were driven by the New Byers 3/4 yard rig with a drop hammer on swinging
leads, The 3byers proves 20 be too siow to operate with any decree of efficiency
using the drop hamner. aA steam havmer and swinging Llecds nave been secured from
the Ariay to commlement our bridce crewls equipmeit, and it is planned to use our
thawing boilers to furnish necess:ry stean.

,

Work continued during tne month on the Schrock Read in the Valley.
Although the area did not dry cue wo the dasp weatter, some prosress was made.
work accomplished consisted of one anu one nalf miles clears:d and stripacd and
0.7 miles graded. Sore zraveliing was done but only a negligible amount went
into new sors 2s the road already surfaced broke up during the wet weather and
had tio be reinforced,

Wquipmant moved in on the Clark road during the last few days of tne
month but nothing wus done other than patch up that portion already commicted.

Peter Nelson h2s moved to Vasilla and is enszged in setting up ¢ asp
fo construction of tue Fitman Farm road. It is planned to move the sracing
equipment from Anchora-e unen conpletion of grading work eon the Potter job
early in August. The gravelline crew will stay at Potter and complete surfacing
within available funds, Jack VanZanten and his crew rovcd to Palmer and are
running the surver; ror the new road to Pitman. At present the P-line is commleted
for 24 miles ami sone final lecation mde. The road has been pulled avy froa
the jlaska Reilreed Track and the new location follows dry ridges, with only minor
swampy areas, If vweather.conditions are favorable we may try to work on to
Pitan, a total of cbhout 4 miles of new construction.

-h-
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1. Dillingham:

The last report from ad. Ueeck, Foreman at Dillingham, stated that
the roads were in spod condition. New pits have been stripped and the motor
patrol spent ost of the month pushing the moss and small brush back were it
was encroaching on the roadway.

The site for the shop has been stripped, the timber snoring erected
and most of the steel framework erected for the hut. Present plans are to
leave Uceck at Dillincham until the erection is cam:lete and then huve him turn
the work over to lir, Falier, woo is a4 present working for us as mechanic. Lr.
Palmer has been instructed to

do only necessary work m the roads during the
remainder of the seasa.,

m. Kodiak;

Maintenance was performed m all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.
Mill Bay road was reditchned as the aitcnesa were siuffed full and the base road
was kept clear of faliing rock during the month.

n. MekKinley Park:

The 20-8 snovel was moved to Savace River andgravel was hauled on
the sags and soft shoulders at miles 6yl2, and 13. (Cn the “13th, the shovel was
again moved, tits tisie to the pit at 26 mile; and washes ana sags from miles 24
to mile 34 were filled, .

Karly in the month the D-S moved to Camp Hilson and widened the road by
cleaning up the sluff that the meltin« snows had brought dowm. Both maintainers
ave been working during the month and the road as far as 54 mile is in good
conditien., Bridze railing and running plank were replaced on the 63 mile bridge.
Rains sterted in the Park om the 20th and it nas been raining almost constartly
ever since.

_
Two foot bridges were replaced on the Three Lakes Trcil, with the nand

rails and approaches being repaired.

Oo. Takotna ani Flat Roads:

. The first inspection of Takotna roads this season
revealed

them to
be in excellent conditim, especially the main travelled roads. At Taxotna,Foreman Poorman has a small camo at Mile 13 near the Tatalina Flats anu is
gravelling and ditching toward Candle Creek anc Sterling Landing. Some work
will also be done at tre landing to provide more gravelled srea for storing
supplies during unloading of river steamers, The Innokxo Dredgince Company is
takings over the old Shonbecx dredse on uoper Gaines Creek and is shipping in
about 300 tons of miterials to rebuild it, includinz new pontoons to replace
the wooden hull, This wiil mean considerable freight and fuel over the road
this season. The miners are dozing a road down Yankee Creek to avoid the crook~
ed, narrow road at tne berinnings of tne Ganes road. Some grading and spot
graveiling will be done by our forces rather than attempt to improve and nain-
tain the old road, Takotna crew will be reduced about the middle of Septenber
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and about a six weeks viork done toward caupletion of the garage.for spring
ove rhaule

‘At Flat Foreman Alderson and one man have done an excellent job
of maintaining the roads which Panter left in such good caidition, Their
work has been largely spot gravelling and surface maintenance, using a trap
and dozer for loading from selected pits , ooth men drivinz dup trucks on
haul, A satall locder of some type will be procured for next seitson to
utilize the numerous fine tusling piles along all roads, thereby eliminating
long haul from pits suitaole for trap loscing.

There are still numerous recuests for information on our plans for
construction of the roud to the Kuskokwim River at Crooked Creek. One operstor
claims thet he saved 37,000.00 on winter freighting 400 drums of fuel over

this route last wintcr.

pe Colorado: ; .

Work was started on the bridse across the South Fork and necessary
repairs completed early in the month, Maintenance was performed by reter Nelson
and consisted ef fillinz numerous washouts, dozing slides off the road to the
coal mine ani filling around the approaches of the bridge at the saw mill. The
washout at the.end of the south fork bricze was repaired »y placing a log crib
on the ‘upstrean side of the and backfiliing it with gravel. the lack of
elevation for a bridge and the fact that the old driver at Colorado would not
stand being torn down and erected on the far side of the truss without2 major
overnaul job influenced cur decision to crib tie gep rather than try to bitidce
across it. Subsequent reports have been received from the mine owner that tne
river rose again and washed out part of the fill, He had a Cat on the site,
however, and repairswere immediately made. Hatchett «ade a trip to Coloraco
during the time of repair and comeurred with the Foreman cn the job that the
backfilling and riprapping woild prove to be satisfactory. at that time the
roads were in very good conditia: and exteisive maintenance was not necessary.

Ye Bethel: ,

Work has been carried forward during the month on the hill road
and it now extends to Lrs, Marten's residence, about half way oetween tae eir-
port and the spur constructed last year, Lack of funds tas stopped tue work
at Bethel ard unless more money is forthcoming, plans are to complete the road
early next j;ear.

Trouble has been experienced during tne month with the Slough bridze
in that the breakun pulled the west cier 18 inches out of line and caused
settlevent of 21 inches. The water this year did not drop low enough to expose

a
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the footings so repair work had to be carried on under water. Piling were
purchased Locally, and with a rented pump they have been jetted dow, using
a bumping block asa driver, It is expected that this will alleviate any
future trouble with the structure, Road mintenance and improvesents have
had to suffer tuis year ag a resuit of this extra work.

?,
Hatchett made a triy into Miller's camp during the month and every=

thing is going satisfactorily. ‘Treuble is still being experienced with the two
tractors. The doist on the Tl-.4 broke and it is inmossivle to use the blade.
The De4 is down because tie track rails are worn out. Both items are on order
and will bb replaced 4s soon as possible, ifiller's camp is now at 24 lale and it
is planned to supoly liim cy 4ir 4s soon as the air strip he is constructing nis
been completed. First flisht is planned for August 3. A radio receiver—trans-
mitter has bee secured ara is being set up at his camm so better communicaticn
and co-ordincticn can be arranged between iis field crews and the office.

Ze By Contract:

a. Anchoraze Asrhalt Plant Contract T-arc-4086, 3-1-%-Co.

Work done at the plant this mmth consisted of force account erection
of a 400 feet of steel quard rail between the fence ana tm road, painting of
exposed piping in the yard, an miscellaneous cleanup around the erce by cur
forces.

Formal acceptance
of the work was mide after an inspection early in

the mnth by kr. wm. J, ileal, District Engineer, Hr. Daub, Chief, Contracts Divi-
‘sicn, lr. Tapley, Chief, anginecering Division, and ir. Stusppy, i+K Engineer.

hir, Marvin E, Jenkins, Consultant, completed his work om the 15th of
the month,

“be. Glemn Hirnwarr Section Ae

reding is, bein; carrisd forward on the enti project and all the
road has been turned over to tne contractor bz the Alasta mZo.d Commission for
maintenance. On the 18th, the contractor started eradins operatims on the
Ancnoraze end cf the work. At the present time tre re.d from Anchorave City
limits to the MP gate Number 3 is being prepared for the crusher base. .

Actual laying of the paving has been retarded by wet weather. However,
there are now 8} miles laid on the Palmer end, Most of the work appears satis-
factory althouzh several srots snow sisrs of ravelline under traffic, Additives
have been shipped in to prevent stripping.

Inadequate maintenance of the road and lack of courtesy to the travel-
ling public have been noticeable on this project.

-7-
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The contractor completed setting up his camp eariy in the month and
started grading work from The ilaska Railroad track et Palmer, At the present
time, less than one percent of the work is completed but with more equipment
moving onto the job daily the grading snald be well under way next month.

The engineering is moving ahead, with the L-line 95% comileted and -
cross-sectims eighty percent comvleted.

d. Glenn Hicthwar, +2 Secticn,

My, F. W. itcAlister has been employed as Resid ent angineer for phework and is at present with the uencineers of the Bel section. ‘we are in th
process of recruiting a crew to besin the survey work, with no success to date
on instrument men. Headquarters wel be at our 115 Mile camp, and later at
Eureka Roadhouse,

Je Weather:

Weather for the first two weeks of the month compared favoraoly with Cali-
fornia, The sun was at work every dzy ami very little rain fell during tint tine
aiding constructim considerably. vuring

the last two weeks, rains hove fallen
almost ev.ry day, nct heavily, out enoughto turn the construction areas into a
quagmire of mud, Little drying weather Was encountered durins this time and those
days that it did

not
rain were so cloudy that little drying occurred.

he Miscellaneous:

On the 15th of the maith, the truck that wes used to naul diesel fuel to
the Potter camp broke its gas Line. The gis was ignited by the exhaust and as a
result flames consumed the entire truck. The incident occurred in the heavilysettled Spenard area, out the driver had sufficient presence of mind to run the
truck off the road and into a vacant lot. The driver was not injured. a.d‘for-
tunately the tank of diesel fuel cid nc ignite. There was no opportunity to save
the truck but the lows was not great as it was cne of the older models ready to
be scrapped. -

Mr. Wm. J. Tlemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the Taxotna
and Flat areas during the month. ‘

Hatchett made an inspection trip of the Colorado Statim read, the Cantwell
‘ survey, and McKinley Pari roacs during the month.

Colonel Noyes arrived m the 26th and mde a tour of inspection of the
Turnagain Arm projects end the Kenai-Homer areas, returninz to Ancora :e on the 29th.

Mp. A.F.CGhiglione arrived on the 29th, and spent the 30th in local cenferences
and

d

inspection with Colonel Noyes.
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On the 31st, Colonel Noyes, accanpanied by Mr. Ghigl. one and Abbott,
made an inspecticn trip of the Valley roads.

Colonel Noyes left for Fairbanks, Mr.Ghiglione for licKinley Park, on
the lst of August, .

Very truly yours,

Vm. J. WierdLH
Wdiismn Distrist Engineer
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Mr. Ike P. Taylor
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Alzska Soad Commission
Juneau, Alaska /
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SUBJECT: Monthiy situation report for June 1949, Anchorase District,

Ancora 2,

l. Sy Government Forces.

a. Anchorazte Roads:

Routine maintenance wes performed on all the Anchorage roads.
Ditches were kept clean am surf.ice gracing was accomplisied with notor patrols.
Heavy rains started on the 20th of the month and some damage occurred to tne
Anchoruse roads. Constant patrolling and flagzing of tne washed areas until
graders could arrive to repsir them was done during tais period. The approach
on the North end of the Fourth Avenue Ship Creek Bridge wasned out on the 25th.
The road was immedi:tely blocked off, traffic routed araind through the ARR
yard, repairs accomplisiied, and the rezd again opened to traffic two hours afver
the washout occurred, Apparently hish water during the preceding week had caused
a backedcy under the bridsce which kept eating into the fill until it sluffed ava;

from the planking at the end of the bridge. Repairs were made by adding planks
and replacing the washed material. gr

a
le
c

b. Potter Read: *

Despite intermittent rains, progress was considered good on this
section. The fill across Fotter Swamp was made, the heavy cut in the centir
completed end tne entire one half wile widened to 25 ft. Trucks made the fill
on the Anchoruze end from Viella Pit, elephant nuts were instalied in Campbell
Creek and the road tied into tne Sast G. road, ‘The rains which started on tue
20th slowed the work somewhat and the equipment had to be pulled back to regrade
gravel points that would not soften due to the weather conditicns.

The two 48 inch culverts at Rabbit Creek were barely able to nandle
a sudden and neavy rise of water «hich rose on the until it reached wnat
was considered danger point at 9:00 P.li., on the 22nd. Camp personnel sere moved
4nto tow and bedded down in the garage for the might, About midnisnt the weatser
turned colder, with snow in the mountains, which slowed tie runoff and aliowse the
culverts to take care of tie backed uo water. Considerable erosion of fill oc-

curred at the disciurge end of the culverts and it will be necessary to protoct
these points by retaining walls and possibly a spillway apron. Hezdwalls will
also be required at the intaxe, ‘The flood was a result of a cloudburst in the
mountains, Ship Creek, at Anchoraze, reached tre highest reearded level, <0 tie
flood was probsbly the maximum that ean be expected. No additional culvert.
opening is contemplited.
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Regular maintenance was performed with the motor patrols during the month
and culverts were installed on that section of road that was being regraded. Par=
ties interested contributed the cost of standard culvert.

GC. Mountsin Videw Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in fairemditio. iliany petiticns aave been received from the local residents for assist—
ance in improvinz and :mintainine the street but due to the fact that most of the
work woula be developing crivate subdivisions, our policy has beer to place our
equipment on farm roads ratner than becowe involved in street problems,

@. Anchorave-Palmer irwsay:y
No maintenance Ims been perforzed by the ARC on the Highway between

Ekilutna and Palmer as the contrsctor is working that streten of the hishway. His
operations will be discussed in ienn A section of this report.

Regular maintenance was performed during the entire month with motor
patrols andsuntil the heavy rains of the 20th, thru the 2éth tie roads were in
good condition. On the 2lst the small creek at 15 mile jumped its banks and
started flowinz over the road, washing out one lane but le. ving one lane open to
traffic. This wasnowzr wes flagsed and traffic was allowed through the one Lane.
Water could not be diverted, and as the culvert would not handle it no attempt
was made to do anything otner than crush the lower side of the road to prevemt
furtner washing. A man was statimed at the culvert to slow approaching traffic end
keep the cuivert clean of debris.

On the 22, Coble Creek went over the road at 3:00 A.u., clesing the
East approach to the new Eagle River Bridge. The area was flagzed and traffic
detoured over the old road. The wasneut was caused by flash fleods in the sur~
rounding mountains and the lack of a wingwall on the upstream end of the culvert.
water maldng a turn to enter the culvert ceused a backeddy thet washed toe fill
material from under the culvert mouth, ‘eight of the fill on the center of the
pipe caused it to breek allowing the intaxe to rise above water level. The water
then rose nigh enough to run elong the f21l for a distance of 300 yds. and even-
tually crossed the read in several places taking the fill with it. dA dozer was
used in an attespt to ciunge the channel and run the water along the road out not
until the 23d was the rachine able to get ous in the water due to its depth. A
temporary cinnnel was completed and the road opened to traffic on the 25th, It is
not planned to do any extensive work on the hill as the contractor «will be moving
in during July anc at th.t time the creek will be re-routed away frou the road.

Heavy runoff on Peters Cree Hill washed out one anrroach on the 22
but this was. repaired immedintely end traffic was not delayed. Goat Greek approach
washed out on thé 23d but wis repaired in txohcurs. Passenger cars were allowed’
across the bridge while repairs were wade but truck traffic was nelted during
that time, . .

oom



Mr. McGovern and nis bridge crew of four experienced sen arrived in
Anchorage on the 20th from Homer and started hauling steel for the temporary
Goat Creek Crossing. Arrangements were previously made with the Army to get two

Bailey Bridges to be used at detours while Gout Creek and Ship Creek bricges were

being built. The cetour bridge job went along very well and was completed on the
29th. ‘The contractor las made the apnroach fills and the bridge is now ready to
open for traffic. It is not planncd to open it until the piling arrive for the
permanent bridge but in the mcantine the bridge crew has been sent to Colorado
to take cars of the West fork 3ridzge.

e, Anchoraze vepot:

Very little was done around the depot this month, The contractor remove
ed his materials from the front of tae warehcuse and otimr materials have been re-
moved by the ARC. The Cold Storare box arrived for the warehouse and it has been
set up in one corner of tie ground floor, Controls and cooling units have not
yet been hooked up as it will require rumming another 3 phase line for tne mctors.
We have an extra hook-up on the panel board, however, and this will not be too
great a job. It is contemplated to run the line overhead in conduit along the
ceiling.

f. Valley Roads:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair con-
dition until the 20th. Heavy flocds at time made most of the roads next to
jimpassible although traffic was kept mceving. J/asnout occurred at ‘icsilla Creek
Bridge on the Palmer-fishhook road but did n& close the entire road, Repairs have
been made. Nine miles of the viasilla-Knik road has been brusted and five miles
regraded and regraveled.

g- Mountain Roads:

Roads to the Fern anc Independence mines were opened up curing the
month, ir. Sverett of “Allow was in and reported that the roads there were bad

the last rain with the approacn M11 at Decepticon Creek being washed out so
traffic must use plancs to get over it and Willow Creek running down the roac about
15 miles out of Willow. It is planned to start opening the Summit ebout July lita,
to get equipment on this road.

h. Glenn Hichway:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in fair con-
dition. Rains om tne 20th caused numerous sitall rock slides salons the Latanuska
River and on Moose Creek Hill. Maintainers removed the slides and the higmay «er
open to traffic durirg the rainy period without interruytion.

i. Homer Roads and Dock:

During the early part of the month the Diamond Ridge rad was too wet
to work. The read is built on sand with no gravel available closer than the beach”
for surfacinz. During the thaw the road becenes impassable and numerous washes

appear in the surface, As soon as possible craders went over the surfi.ce, holes
‘were filled and the road put in good wndition. Regular maintenance with the
graders kept the roads in good condition,

-j-



The Homer dock was completed sufficiently for use during the month
and officially turned over to the Fublic Utility District on the 13th of the
month. Sone bolting of bracing remains to be done for a complete job.

je Russian River-ilomer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols. Con=
siderable regradin; was done on the entire road, and gravel was hauled on miles
42 and 51 where the surface showed sare signs of preaking up. One and one-half
miles of new grading was completed, 2: ailes was stripped and 1.6 miles has been
graveled with bise «ntcricl. leven fir piling were driven wicer the Moose River
Bridge to strenzthen it anc new decking and oracing was laid down, The idea of
elephant hut culverts to replace the bridze nas been abandoned.

fhe Gruendler crusher service wan arrivéd on the 29th, and on the 30th
accompanied Mr. White end i. Petcrsm to Kenai. Up until thst time the crusier
had been idle due to feults either in cmstructio or design, or both. The vibrator
screen fails to work under load, causing the agcregate to nile up on the head end,
ami the single V-belt drive on the elevator does not have power enough to turn the
elevator under lozd, The corrections on this machine, to make it operative, will
be of major proporticns. The answers nave not yet been found.

At Homer tie Starisky Bridge has been completed, the f4i1 coupleted on.
the south side and 2/3 caxpleted on north side. 800 ft. of ‘whiskey Creek swamp
has been corduroyed and one ‘ialf mile graded at Starisk; crossing. The fill north
of Anchor River nas deen brought up to grade and considerable regradinz end resur-
facing was dene between mile 13 and 16 which showed some sisns of breaking up
during rainy wether.

k. Farm Rocds:

On 98 Bast nd road at Homer forty feet of half round elephant nut mas
installed for the fritz Creek crossing and one quarter mile was cleared, stripped
and graded during the month.

On 75@P Sand Laxe-Potter road work was carried on from both ends. The
fill made last fall as a temporary road for the honesteaders in tne area was moved
over on line end ruised avove the swamc level. The illside on tue Potter ind of
the road proved too wet to let the carryells work it advantaseously so the equipzent
was taen pulled cut and put to work on the gravel knolls on 75-P. Cn the Sand Laie
end stripping and gradin, continued taraigsh the monta with the trucks fiilin: over
the corduroy previously laid. soe of the ground proved to os uravel hills and
are workable e*en during rainstorms suen as the one encountered during tae latter
part of she month,

On Schrock Road 35-3, which was stripned last veer to afford some relief
for the henesteaders in tut area, work was started toward eriding anc gravelling.
One half mile of prepared subgrade was graded and graveled. ein on tue 29th
forced us to cease oper.ticns on tie road until it drys sufficiently to be
workable,



One tractor and operator worked all month m the Clark Road but due
to the late breakup and rains was kept busy fiilins washouts and regrading work
that had been completed curing the previous sezson,

lL. Dillinshan: J
Regular maintenance with the motor patrol and spot gravelling with

the trucks was carried on torouch the month. New gravel pits were stripped and
the D-7 was repaired. Duc to lack of proper preventive maintenance on the machine
the bolts in the track roller f:came became loose énd the frame cracked. Ueeck
had to tear it down and wcld it. Plans are underway to erect the quonset type shop
on Game Commission reserve out actual erection nas been held ur becawe the local
agent is owl of town ard cannot be contacted in recard to a suitable location that
will not interfere with fisn am Wildlife plans.

m. Kodiak:
Maintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.

Nothing more ms been received concerning tne new shop area so we gre still opera-
ting from the old area.

Work at Kodiak was turned over to Mr. Puul Stover's brotler on the
first of tie math and Lr, Stover was sent to the Park to take over maintenance there,
Work at Kodiak nas not seezed to suffer from the change.

n. McKinley Park:

Barly in the month the road was opened up into the Kantishna area and
minor repairs were made on all washouts. iejor washcuts filled were at miles
20, 23, 26, 24, 36, 52 anc 57, Kew railings and running plank were out on the
bridges at 57 mile; railings an bridges at 51 mile and 41 mile, and railing at
34, mile. Approximately 600 ft. of channel was changed on the Toklat River to swing
the river away from the fill between tre two bridges to prevent future washouts in
that area. Slide rock was cleaned from the road in Polycnrome Pass, Tourists
are being transported to this point.

Started to snew m tie 24th and has snowed and drifted everz duy since.
On the 29th the road to ‘ionder Lake was opened up and the Bangers! family moved
out. Took 15 hairs to izake the trip froa camp at Tollat aml back, Orifting is
occurring fron Miguway Pass to Camp Bilson and snow is falling as far down as 6
mile, Some of the drifts are fron 12 to 14 feet deep and until snow stops falling
very little can be done with tos roads.

Paul. Stover replaced Frank Johnson as foreman in the Park on the first
of the month. ka. Johnson went to Homer as stripping and corduroyiuig foreman.

© Takotna-Flat City Roads:

Reports not in as yet on either of these routes.
.



pe Colorado:

Pete Nelson was sent to Colorado early in the month to start road
maintename and make canp arranzererts for the bridse crew. It was learred that
the ARR station couldnot taxe care of ow bridge crew upon their arrival so a
complete camp outfit was sent uo. Mr. LicGovern, Bridze Foreman, Looked the
bridge over and sugzested that we replace numerous piles thet the ice nad taken
out under the existing bridge including one camplete bent. Since a large part
of the piling sent up to exterd the bridge were needed for maintenance it was
Cecided that the washout be backfilled and riprapned. The lwnber ordered for
extensicn of the briuge will be utilized at licKinley Park or Cantwell.

GM Bethel: .

Work was started this month m the hill road at Bethel ta rerlace
the existing read to the airfield and hospital. It is planned to carry this work
through to completicn this year as the old road is in grave danger of washing
into the river during the fall storms, The Airfield has been filled end dragged.

During the hich water, the slouch bridge approaches washed out and
botii were backfiiled. lr. uarsh, locsl foreman, sugzests that 2 20 ft. approach
bent be constructed ct either end of the existing structure. Tis wiil be looked
into during the montn anc recom.endutias forwarded to Juneau. ,

ye HKeKinley Park-cusitna River durver:

Bugene white sade two trips into Liller's camp curing the month and
he reports everjthins zoing satisfactorily, liller revorts 15 miles completed to
date and expects to be delayed because of mud during the next acnth. eather there
has been about tne as at the Fark witn cold rains and snow during the latter
part of the month. lr. siarold Noche was sent te Willer as transitman und proved
to be quite capable, Late in the month ne fell and sprained nis back and nad to
return to Anchora.;e for trestinent. at the present time he is working in Anchora-e
with Jack Vanzanten but expects to return to Cantwell as soon eas the doctor permits.

2e By Gontract:

ae Anchorage Asphalt Plant Cotract I-arc-4086, B-M-K-Co.

Work on the plant reached the 100% completicn mark during the mmta.
The contractor cleaned uo cis excess materials around the area and nas moved out.
Forwal acceptance has 'na& been made but it is expected that Ur. Daub, Chief Contracts
Division, Mr. Cook, kh-K Chief ingineer, and ir. im. J, Niemi, District sngineer,will inspect the plant early in the fortacoming month so acceptance can be nade,

Final training of firemen in boiler water testin procedure has been
delayed due to tre nonarrival of chemicals needed by Xr. Jenkins for setting up
this procedure. The chemicals are now enroute and training should be completed
withih a week or ten days.

*

be (immmnbideeeeinierien
: .

Grading has been carried forsard on the section between the Knik River

=-o™
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bridge and the iklutna and the section is almost ready for the crush bose course.
The contractor has set his crusher up at the’ upper railred crossing above liklutna
and plans to haul crush back to the Knik River, During the rainy period the road
did not become impassable, but numerous bad spots apneared and had to be dug out
and replaced with select material. .

Prime of C2 has been laid down for 9 miles out of Palmer and the
contractors hot mix plant is set un ready to sturt laying the mat when weather
permits. During the month 80 tons of MC2 prime was laid on the subgrade,

ce, Glenn Highway, 3-1 Section:

Mr. Albert Torn, Resident Engineer on 3-] wes relieved of his duties
early in the month and Mr, Lawrence A. Paglia arrived and has taken over as Resident
Engineer on the contract. ur. Gamwell hes been spending most of nis time on the
job, The work is progressing fairly well with 55% of the L line completed and
cross sections 545 complete.

The contractor is moving in and is setting up his camp south of
King River.

3. Weather:

Weather during the first 20 days of the month wes wetter than usual but
construction and surveys preceeded without too auch loss in prozress except for
Kenai and Uomer, On the 20th of the month it stzrted to rein and rainec continually
until the 29th. Due to very little previous taawing in the mountains warn rains
caused the small streams to run wild, jump their banks and wasn out read fills where
the existing culverts could not tandle the water. On tne 23th cooler weather and
snow in the mow.tains helped tre situation by giving the water time to get away,
Traffic on the higiways was kent moving by cetours end expedient fills but many of
he farm roacs in the Valley were impassable durinzs this period. ‘feather in the

Park was even worse with snow falling continually from the Zith to the 30th. Snow
fell as far dow as 5 mile,

4. Miscellaneous:

Mr. Ike Taylor arrived for an inspection tour on Jume 1. His tour included
all three Districts and he returned to Junecu from Anchorage on the 30th,

Mr, wa. J. Niemi returned from leave on the 5th.

Mr, Lewis Nottmeyer was relieved fran duty with the ARC on the 22d due
to lack of engineering knowledge for which employed, and intoxic*tiocn.

Gruendler Crusher representative arrived in Anchorsze on the 29th and ac-
companied Mr, White anc Ur. Petersm to Kenai to inspect the new crusher on the 30th.

. Very truly
Low

Wn.J. tfemi
‘ District Mgineer
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Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief snzineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJaCT: - Menthiy situation report for May 1
Anchorase, alasin

1. By Government Forces

a. Ancnor:'e Toads:

Routine maintenance was performed ai all the ‘nchoraze rezcs. Motor
Patrols cleaned out ditches and did general surface arading. Cn way 1; due to
unusually warn weather

Hoke
Ecenerd rose over the read to the swll plane iand~-

ing at Lake Hoec, Very little coma se occurred and the water rececec in wvo
days so the road was seein cpen for traffic, The same dete the water washed
out a short section of the sand Lake read au the intersection between the jand
ake Roads anc tne road to tae Tenth Rescue Squadron. The washenut did rot step
traffic and was repaired the next day. <The read toroush Spenarc neld un 221

; month and
resained

in excellent condition, except that ‘Large rocks in tae sr vel {
on

, laid dewm last fall was centinualls loosened by magn tainers ang to pe ;
esa removed, /

Gravel was nauled from the Gia Fit and the Camprel
into raise it above seepas: from the swamp to maae Lt
month.

b, Potter Zend:

No trouble was experienced during the menth and reguler -aintencnce
with motor sracers kept tue road in fine shupe. Glaciers ei Little Raboit Cree:
gave us trouble as they were not disturbed by traffic until they had melted
and dried up. The big swamp at Potter Stanion resained soft until the 2Cth of
the month, but had dried enough by that tixne to permit equipment to begin moving
dirt.

Erection of constriwticn camp was started cn the 13th and a crew
moved in the 24th, end gredint was start.d on the Potter end at thay tine, Fre-
viously to that the shovel was moved to Velle pit end six five yard trucks bezen
hauling gravel back to tne ast "3" Street swamp crossing, Twin elephant hut cul-
verts were placed in Campbell Creek anc the fill started across them. due to a
shortage of bolts, one of the huts was welded instead of beinz boltec. This
proved to be a mistaxe, however, as the welds seemed to we:ken the structure
and it collapsed under the fill load, Most of can be salvaged but in
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the meantime arranrements have been made to borrow forty feet to be repla-
ced when our hut arrives from Valdez.

ec, Meuntain View Roeds: ,

The Mountain View Roads remained in bad condition during the
early part of th

month
but were kept passable during the entire menta. Sur-

face water stoodin tne ditches and softened the subgrade until it could get
away througn the Frost. Mos. of the present surfacing nas Secome enbedded ar

the mud subsurface und will undoubted]; prove a headache for future taintencnce.
Durinz the latter part of the month maintenance with the motor graders kept tne
roads in fine canciticn.

a, Anchors e-Palner Yichuar:

The higmar to Palmer has peen maintained with motor graders
ana is in fair condition. Jarly in the month, the secticn of road at tulle 22
became rowsn and

spon zy
Gue to frost boils ana seavy traffic but tae

left the cround and Let the water away before any creat GacA te wes cone. ou

the runoff, water crossed the read at cev-ral pleces out did vary sLe
*prrent damage. Reqular uaintenarce with the motor gracers brougnt the road

to its present conciticn.

S 33

The Petirs Creek Bricse wes completed bo in ling tre hand
rails and wheel cards, “arly in the month the contractor ° “otod ho pack
fill the eperoaches to allow traffic to we it, out frost in the cuts prevenved
nis doing any work, Present olans are rather indefinite as the contractcrs
equipment is now all bus:r further up the road and he does not plan oi being
in that section for anctner month or six weeks.

oh

a=.
"7A2

mi

Two small snow slices occurred near the South end of the Knik
River Bridze on tne

esa
at 4:30 P.M., put were cleared fro. the road py 7:00

P.i., the same evening. Luck wis with us this year as we nad passea tne area

with @ TD+13 on a trailer headed for Falver but a few minutes before. The

tractor was at work by tne time the slide had stopped. Traffic was not neld

up as the end cf the slice just reac:Nec the edge of the roadway and one pass with -

the blade opened a lane.

e, Anchoravs Denot:

Voving was completed early during the month and the old build-
ing turned back to the att. Parts and miscellaneous supriies fron the old
pbuildingnave not yet been put away at tre new garage but should be pretty
well cleaned up curing the coming month. Bins are still being ouilt and sort-
ing of parts continuing. «quipsment received this month included turee § yard
Reo Trucks, ten 3 yard ford Trucks and one 3/, yard Byers Truck Crane with
dracline and suovel attachments. ‘The Byers machine was damaged in trensit oy
the Ad2 and an arranzesent has seen made with them wrereby they repair it and

we accept 1% with a one year zuarantee fro: taem, Three new Tord Coure Pickups
arrived.and nave been avsimed to the Juneau personnel car Pool.

-2
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The yard has been broucsht down to srade and will take but a Little
finishing with the motor patrols. This has been delayed as tre patrols were
needed badly on the roads, and beczuse some cleanup work was necessary by
both the ANC and the ccntractors before the entire area can be finish graded.

f. Valley Pads:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair
condition. Durine the carly part of the month the roads we.v soft and traffic
was stopped on the worst stretches to give them a chence to cry up. The frost
was slow in zcing out which kept the surface water on tae roadway. This,
coipled with the traffic, tended to cut the surface gravei to pieces. Those
main roads not closed soot sraveled wherever they showed sign of breaking
up. In the latter cart of the month, the Wasiila-Knik Road grading was started
and graveling is follo.dng close behind tae reditching and grading. Some work
has been done un on the Clark Road as the surf2cing “as all been embedded in tne
muskez and the road is an impassable quagmire. It is contemplated to start wort
on the extension to the Childrens! liome as soon as weather permits.

z Mlenn [icthwar:

Work done on the Glern Hizhway consisted of cleaning out ditches,
clearing the road of fallen ree and filling miscellaneous sinail weshouts alons
the Matunucka Aiver. ‘“otor sratders maintained the surface cally between Faire
and iureka, and tre road stayed in geod conditim during the entire monty.
Very little trousle was encountered "xy the runoff as the cis ses anc culverts (andi:
the water very well. Cne new culvert «as placed at 112 uile wren 12 was found
buat tae existin; pipe would mot nendle the watsr.

h. Homer Rods anc Dock:

The sit road fron Hud Bay to the end of tne Soiv has neen regra-
rat v 23.Ged end spot sreveiled fo total cistance cf & miles. Gravel was vaule

East read to petch frost oils, Uo werk was cone on the Fritz Creek 2ast cod
extension as the sound proved to be too wet to work efficiently. 2eguiar main-
tenance was performed durin; the month with motor graders.

On the Homr Dock all bearing piles heve been driven and braced.
Fenders nave ceen drived on the face and nerth side of tne dock. There are

enough short pilins ou bend to put 12 fenders aleng the north sice of the ap-
proach as an additional protectiai froia ice and for the convenience of small
boats znd scows, arrencecem$s

are being made with a Packinz Company 2% Fort,
Graham to neve a floating driver drive a dolphin but as yet final details ..ave
not been arransed, We are short approximately 1200 lineal feet of 3xl2 decking
but it is plonned to saw it from some of the extra 12x12 timbers that are cn

rand, .

-
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i. Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performedby motor patrols. Can-
siderable regreading had to oe doe on mile 26 ami 27 where two large lakes
formed on the road and 2t mile 57 ana 58 which were graded on the frost last
fall. A large washcut cccurred at mile 32 for a distance of approximately
600 feet which was fi.ied. Gravel was hauled on Kenai streets and ailes
1,2,3,4,9 anc 10 of the Renal spur where frost soils occurred, Crusher has
been set up at the tioose River pit and it is ezrpected to start operating the
lst of June.

Three camrs have oeen set up; the Moose River Camp, Kasilof and the
Stripping Camp. Some stripsing has deen done out no grading or sravelinz.

Overhaul in the shoo is coming atong in fine shape with some of the
surplus esuipment from Sevard zoin3 through the shop. Psinting is ceeping
UD With the overuaul,

At Homer the Anchor River fills have been commisted and grading is
being completed on the nertn side of tne anchcr River hill.

Gravelling tas neen moving forward with 1-) miles oeing rravelled
on top of corduroy. Grading on tots section “as neglizible as tis gravellinz
took care of it. Snow was 2 feet deep at Starisiqr on cay 15th. Campo was set
up and Ricker went down from Henai to re-establisn center Line and lay grade,
MeGovern and crew will move out to drive the oridge as scon as tuey finisn
with the Homer Dock,

je Farm Roads:

75=P Sand Lake-fotter work accomplished tais menth is as follows:

Cleared and stripned - - - - - - - ~.25 niles
Graded ~~ »25 miles

Totals to date: Cleared and stripped- - - - - - -.25 miles
Grided-- ~~ = 425 miles

Due to main projects opering up and need for maintenance on most
of the routes, no other farm road work was carried on during the month.—

k. Dillin shan:

Hatchett mide a trip to Dillincham early in the month anla few
changes were sade in personnel. Since that time tire only report is tnat the
motor grader and the maintenance shop has arrived on the round. The problem
of a building site was taken up with hr. Ghiglicne upon nis inspection tour
through the Distriat and he has tentatively mide plans with the Game Comnrission
for a very well situated site on their South boundary, Cur local foreman will

om Lyon
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take care of the exact Loestion which is to oe worked out with lr. Carson,
the local Game Commission Cfficer at Dillingham,

le Kodiak:

Maintenance was performed on 211 Kodiak reads, with small rock
slides being raacved from the base read, The new location for our shop was
taken uz with lr. Giislione after we received a more comprehensive rerort
from Ur. Stover,our Kodiak foreman. Mr. Ghiglione ias made the necessary ar-
rangements with the Land Cffice and we are waiting for our request to be
grantec befove we move in anc start clearing the new area for our operations.

m. MeKinley Park:

Due to the unusual amount of snow the road was plowed to Igloo and
camp set up there on the lath of the month. Culverts were tuawed and the men

have spent the month divertin: water to save the read, A small washout at
Sanctuary River was filled. Some trousle is being encountered at mile 4 and
mile 4 as hich water is cutting the on the birdge approaches. Paul
Stover from Kediak nas been sent up to take over the crew in the Park due to
the fact that Franz Johnsm may be leaving soon to take over some rock work
in the Valdez District.

Althoucn it nad not ceen planned to plow further than Sable Pass,
the snew in tie puss wos lisnter than expeetcd and lir. Jonnson states baat
it was inperative to get through as the water on the other side vas wasting
out the entire road. four murs cheared the pass so the wasnouts could be
taken care of oefore trey nad done much dam ge,

Tanotna-slat City Rocds:

No report tas teen received as yet frem Taxotna.

; At Plot hich water ond ice in Ctter Creek made it advisasle to siart
the crew early to tear cown the cld bridge before the ice toox 1t out. The
timbers were vadly rotted end the oridge liad previcusly ocea posted
rous. ‘the deexing is in fair shape and can be used to rcplince worn pisniing
in other bridses in the area, The new bricse completed last year should suffice
for all city traflic., acruas ame? Cty

Oo, Talheatm:-

a at

Jim Zuivaney and wife went to Talxcetna on the 23rd to start the
camp. Dve to a wire from Talzeectna on danzers of ercssing the river, tne rest
of the crew and a larze part of the provisions were not sent till Lr. pubvaney
wired in that a crossin: could be made. The loader for the D-4 Cat. was sent
to Fairbanks by mistake and has not yet returned.

pe. McKinle:; Park-Susitna iver Survey:

Harold Miller, Chief of Party, left Anchoraze with his party on
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Mondsy Llay léth. At the end of the month he reported that ‘ds survey is
out at 4 mile, His transitman, Lir. Nottmeyer, was sent biek to Anchorazeafter approximitely 1C days with nia. The san will prebabl: work out all
right, but he was tco

inexperienced
to be of nuch Aeip to Hiller's crew,

Nottmeyer is now workings under Jack VanZanten in tre aAncherace area. It
is wlanned to send Harold Roche to Miller to fill up his crev. ‘The partyseems to be experi:ncins some trouble with the tractors thet vere sent out
although one of tiem wes new and was shisped directly to Cantwell from Seattle,

2e SY

& anchorca-e asphalt Plant Contract T-arec-4,035, 3-n—K Co,

wor’ cn tne plant is nearing completion with the boilers instal-
led and the stcam pinins nearinz completion. Tre scale pit has been cug and
poured and the scaie house erected with piping and valves installed.

Tre
Standard

Cil Tanker "Henna" docked on the 14th, The pumping
was started at 10;co Paws. Pumping went very satisf.ctorily and asphalt and
fuel oils were unloaded by 11:00 fake s

the following mormming. The tanker
pulled away from the dock on SundayMay 15.

The Plant will be ready to start celivering asphalt in approximiely;
days, wnicn is in advance of delivery dites of June 15th estinated by contractar
on Glenn a.

The work on the entire vroject is 37 complete.

b. Glenn Fishwar Section aA.

The work of final grading between the Knik 2iver Gridge and Palmer
was completed early in tae month and was, contractor moved his crusaer in and
has laid a base course of crush overtre entire streten. Gradins work nas
been carried on to include the Goat Ureek secticn where 4 3 foot rise will be
put in the present grade line because of the past danzers of Ploodcing.

The rock work 2t the second railroad crossing above nklutna has
been. carried forward during the month and the stretch is down to grade with
the exception of a few rock points that must be shot off,

It is expected that the contractor will be cxiling for aspnalt
after the middle of June,

Some difficulty was experienced by the crusher crew wnen the rapid
rise in the Matanuska liver caused them to pull out of their borrow pit in
favor of one on high srownd. The equipment was moved before the pit flooded,

¢. Glenn Iicnwav, Bel Section:

The survey is speeding up as the crew become sonewhat more familiar
with the type of work required of them. Lr, Tornts parties have been enlarze

-6-
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and he now has 23 men in the field. Actual work done is P line 40/3 complete,
L line 40% complete, Cross sections 35% complete and levels L404 complete.
Few changes fave been made in key pereonnel although the turnover in axemen
and chainmen nas oceen rather large,

3. weather,

Apprexim-.tely 4 incres of mow fell on May the 3d, but was soon
all gone, During tne remaincer of the month the weather nas ceen excepticnal-
ly good for constructicn and surveys.

he Liseell.neous,

New equipment wiich arrived during the mmth consistcd of
3 - 5 yard Reo trucks
3 - Ford Counes ;

10 ~ 3 yard Ford trucks
1 - 3/4 yard Byers treck erane and
2~ To-19s.

Two Carrye.l-icrapers were havled by our trucks from Vaideg. «also
received one new prise mover, which was badly needed.

LeAwHatechett left for an inspectim tour of the Dillingham Area on
the 4th and returned to anchorase the llth.

iy. A.F.Ghiglione arrived for the unlondins of the Tanker on the
lito. He toured the Districts ana returned to Juneau on the 24th.

Mr. George Tapley arrived on an inspection tour on the 2hth.

Mr, WilldamCuninshom, long time anG enployee, died of a stroke
on the 26th of the month.

Mr, Win. J, Hieni, District ensineer, left for a week in tne States
on the 25th. It is expected thet he will be back in Anchortze on the 5th of
June.

Very truly yours,

Pre
Wadwie

vad G23 Tam
District ungineer

pe
er
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nt
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Kir. Ike P, Taylor
chief cncineer
ilaska Road Commissicn
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Uonthly situation report for April, 1949, LZ
Anchorace District, Anchoraze, Alaska yf)
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'

é

1. Sy Government Torces

a. anchorase Roads:

Snow remcval was accomplished diring the early part of the menth with
motor patrels, The glacier on the loop road revained active and on the sixth, the
ice was plowed off tre road anda siallow diteh wes

opened
acress the road to

take care or the overflow frem the culverts. (mn the 24th unusually warn weather
caused a heavy runeff and few of the culverts were large enoush to handie the
flow, No major washouts

occurred.
The Zast "G" Street rozsd just beyond the

City limits bectre flocoed and the road was ditched to take care of the ater
that was backinz up into seorie'ss houses, uring the iatter cart ef the month
gravel was nauled end spread on tne reads as required to keep traffic moving.

>, Sneniennieeetemnes
Durins the early part of the month snow removal was accomplished

on these roads and gravel was hauled on any spots that showed sims of bresking
up. warm weather near the end of the monta caused the small stream on tie
Campbell station read to jump its panks and wash across the road. This wes
repaired but tre frost is Leavis the rosd and et present it is impassable to
anyuring pub four wieel drive venicles,

The Sand Lake roads are in fair condition ami lave been passable
all ssonth, A small hole at the end of Spenard Lake between tne Idle Hour road
and the forks, has orened up cue to heevyr hecul:ing br contractors cn the Inter-~
naticnal airport. This is now passavle but ne t good. Leais are now being re=
stricted to prevent further domage during the breainp period,

The main Spemard road remained in good condition during the monta
due to the gravel rlaced iste last fall, Frost boils showed in mile one snd mile
three, but were imuedintely taken csre of.

c. Potter Houds:
The Fotter roads remained sood daurinz the brealer. Snow was removad

during the early part of the month and regular maintenance vis performed with

-1-
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motor patrols. The road between Little Rabhit Creek and Potter Station has not
been opened up, Traffic will be kept off tics road until it cries out, Side
roads in this area have oeen maintained as soon as a maintainer could zet over
them after the frost was down.

d. Mountain View Roads

The main roads at Mountain View have given @ zreat deal of trouble.
Tris area is so flat that ditcnes were unable to handle the water which spilled
over intc the road soaxing the subbase, feavy traffic did the rest anda the roads
became invassanle a2s0ut the middle of the month, Ther have drded un somewhat Since
tnat time and by decpenliz the ditches, cigcing laterals tdth the consent cf the
property owners, and continual maintenance, the roads are asain passable,

ee
; 7

:

The entire nitiway to Paimer has been maintained with rotor gracers
and is in fair condition. Zarly in the month, the section cf hivaway north of
the monument, which vas surf: ced by the Army last ;year, vent to pivces, The Fost
Engineer was requested to haul sravelto this secti ch and, woo aeSsistmee fron
Road sommissien actor patrols, seycral “miles of tte worst section of tids nigivar
was placed into excellent conciticn in turee days. Frost oollsappeared at miles
12,15,19 and 21, These were

aus
out and gravel hauled in to sing the road hecz

to grade, Necessary citering wasdene to lesd wate- avay from the road and all
culverts were kept open. [he contractor rousned up the road surface near Chuziax
while strippinz for the new alignment sut this was reraired curing normal cain-
tenance by patrols. The section between Knik 2iver bridge and the Latanuska River
oroke up in spots due to poor subgrade out was at no time impassable,

8
Two broken string=rs on the approach te the Matanuska Ziver Bricze

wers reinforced. A mud sill was laid on tae reck abutment, the strinzers jackedback in plece ane a cap inserted midway cvetween the vents.

The Feterstreek Bride falsework was completed and is ready fer
backfilling. The FRA Resicent Engineer strates thet the eentractor will make tae
approach fills as soon as possible. is ecntemplsted te out traffic over the
bridze @s soon as tchs is done.

f. aAnchoraceDJecot:3

Moving has been goinz » continually cursns
the month, Overvtuing

has now been moved with the exception of clean-up work around tae aitside of the
building and the blacksuith iron on the poren, It is planned %o nove the gos
pump after the new ward is grscec. down around toe shop area.

This should .e within
the next week or ten diys, The five tor crane has not a3 yet been swung on the rail
as no clectrical rail wire was included in the order. As soon as tiis arrives
installation will preceed, A smaller cond operated

¢crane has been hun: from vic
rail. ‘this works very satisfactorily and will continue to function until tre
electric:l wiring can be installed.

The yard ‘as been cross secti.ned and grading sti. rted on the 2gth.
Much of the surplus equipnent wiich was in front of th warehouse was been noved
to the back of the yard to make room for gracing operuvions. Dro

WD<19s
arrived

eet -2~

ANCUOrS “Peteimer Wi aiway
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and one of them was put on the Wooldridge carryall. The tractor operates fine end
has plenty of power, It appears to be slow while loading, however it loads about
ten yards without the assistance of a pusher.

The warehouse has been completed except for a.little outside paint-
ing and the inner deors of the elevator, The warehouse is completely moved and
is now operating from the new area, 4A partiticn ass been installed to make a
reom betveen the elevator sneft and ths west building wall upstairs. This is
utilized fer storage of office and enzineering supplies.

ge Valley Rords:

Reutine maintenance aml snow removal was performed on all routes
with both tractors and motor patrols. Diteming was done where possible and all
culverts were kept open am clecned out. During the latter part of the month,due to rapid thawing, water formed on the road and numerous frost boils anpearedalmost simultaneously on all roads, Gravel was hauled on the bad sections but
most of the roads becate impassable on the 23rd and the 24th of the month, The
Palmer-jasilla roca was asain passable for traffie on the 22th and the Matanuska
road yas 273in cpenon the 2¢th. Traffic in the Valley has heen moving all month
but some of tuc sencol Dus Loops ere in bed condition and the ousses have md to
backtracx on numerows octasions, ath the present weather, 211 roads should be
in fair shape within a weex, The Bedenburg Butte road went to pisces out gravel
was hauled and the bad holes filled,

he Glenn Hizhwerv:

Work done on the Glenn Iligiwey consisted of snow removal during
ne first few days of the montn, maintenerce with motor patrols durinz the entire

monta, removal of falling rocks and cleanins at of ditches cnd culverts. Exceptfor a bad frost doll as tne top of tre Loose Creek Hill on the Palmar side, the
higasay remained in excellent conditicn. ‘The doil was cleaned cui end gravel hauled
in, The higuwar rewained open to traffie all month. For the first ti.e in many
years, no trousle was encountcred bir hich water in Loose Creek. The Sausage nlacediast spring turnet tne water successfully back into the channel and under the bridce,

i. Homer toads and Deck:

The epproach bents have been driven, also tre triangle nent and
eleven piling in the docx. Two ten foot hents for the ramp to the appreach have
been framed and the deckinz is out 2CC feet on the aporoacn, The dock should be
caupleted late in May. Crews are working with the tides, starting as early as
4:00 Awe, 28 Swift currents make driving difficult aurinzs incoming tice er runout.

Routine maintenance with the mtor patrols was rerformed on the
Homer roads anc sand and gravel havled in on the srots which shevwed signs of goin
to pleces,

a-j—
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j. Farm Roads:

98~ omer East 2nd Road — Work accomplished this month is as
follows: ‘ .

Cleared and stripped - - - ~2200 feet
Graded- - = 4000 feet

Totals are: Cle ured em stripped- - - - - - - 12,200 feet
Graced ~ - 9,000 feet

3200 feet Left to be graded was teft until the frost is cut
of the ground end it ‘4s dried up enoush to make greding feasibdie,

The

k, Russian- iiver-Homer Road:

Cn the Kenai enc, maintenance was performed by motor patrols. anc the
boiler. Culverts wers vert cpen anc the ditenes were kept clesned out to take the
surface water curios mmofrf. In the latber part of the month, melting snows caused
oy the unusually wera weather fliled all the depressicns t.urougi waien wre rod
passes, causing water to rise cver tke road in numerous claces. As these potholes
do nob have natural drainaze there is no way to lower tre water in many of them
until the frost goes out and lt sinks into the ground. The roacbec, however, req
mains solid and is passable to trucks having clearance enough so the motors co not
drown out. The Hower and cr the road remained in cood shope curinz the runoff,
maintenance was rerforzed with motor gracers and all culverts were kept open.
North of anchor River taere is still abaut one foot of snow.

The Anchor River 2ridce, is up and nolted. Three Quarter inch
machine bolts were substituted for same cf the 5f3 rib bolts in tne tep c.ores end

pests, out will be changed as soon as the proper bolts can oe obtained, The fill
‘on the south end of the bridge is complete anc the north end fill is new being mice.>

kL. Dillinsnan:

Larson's 1 i
performed d.ily on ell roids. Troucle is bein; experiencec with all tne equipment
Rnd causes are uninown at tie present time, is pisuned to send Hatebett down

tiat way the first of May to look into the situction. His report will be submitted
to Juneau upon his return.

,

ct

m. Kkodial:
s

Neintenance was perfermed on all Kodiak roads, witu smzll rock
slides veing removed fron the base road. raul Stover is looking around for @

eeation for our surge and equipment which will be better situated tran the pre-coath gerasg
sent hillside. le believes that we will ne butter served oy & Leestion on 2.iil
Bay road, and there appears to be avoilapie land in Lot 39 of ast Addition, sociax
Yowmsite, U,o. Survey ilo, 26321. aA mene comprehensive report wil be submitted
on this after ail details hve been ascertained,

ah

ast report iidicat-d all roads open with maintenance veins f

3

<
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n, MeKinley Park:

Cold and windy during the first part of the mth with driftingof snow occuring daily. On the 9th the snow wags removed fron the west half of the
airstrip so light planes could get in, Glaciers are bad 2t the foot of Sable
Pass, and plens new are to clear the road ta 37 mile and diteh a small errek to
keep 1% out of the road wen thawing occurs. The flat at Toklat is entirely
covered with ice with no gravel showing through.

DeS from Cantwell arrived back at the Park on the 7th.

Oo, Takctna:

Started overneul of equipment and have all equipment in feir’ shape
to start road worx. Trucks ti2t arrived last fall are in fatr condition ard need
very little work,

p. LUeckintey Fark-Susitna Piver Survey:

Harold Mill
£ of snow at 20 mile and SE feet

ty, from Cantwell
on the 20th. Ee reports eg 5S at
Bruskana 35 miles out. Uverything ig moved across the bad zreund and cached at
35 mile, Tne TD-1L arrived during the month and 2 mechanic was sent dom from
the Park to check the machine. Liiller went to Ketchikan on tne 2lst end was back
in Anchoraze the next wees.

2. By Contract.

A. aAmconoracse Vcrehouse, Contrast I-are-l007, Gothbers Construction So.

The warehouse was completed early in the month and the contrector
began moving his equienent awey from the site. There remeins only the wooden
inner gates for the elevator widch never did arrive from Seattle ana the outside
painting which is a small percentace of the jcb, Mr. Gothbers was in anc stated
that he was on his way outside on the 29th and would arranse to get the decors at
that time,

b. Asphalt Tan’ Farm Contract I-re+-i026, 3+MN-K Co,

Werk has been somexhet speeded up tais month on all phases of
the job. The tank erection is completed, tracer lines have been fitted and wel-
ded and tne asphalt lines in the pit menifold eri deck are compiete. rection
of the boiler rouse has been started with the boiler set, stack in and crinbing
complet¢, Exeavation for the scale house and scales is being sade and the Hot
Tanks and Fuel Tanks @re being fitted with stean coils.

At the request of the ARC, the contractor increased welding and

plumbing crews, Trouble is still being experienced wits the Urhben Plumbing
waefirm is slow on cooperating with both tne art and tie

Prime Caitractor,.
The actual work is 75% complete on the entire project.'

and lieatinz |
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ce Glenn Hishway A-l Scction,
Work was started during the month on strigpinz, and gradings, Actual

grading consists of dissing cut soft areas between the Matanuska River Bride and
the Knik River and replacing poor subgrade with select gravel. The rock bluff at
the North and of Eklutna fluts is being driiled and shot and the roadway is being
widened and brougnt dow to a new grade,

Engineering on the road is being done by PRA ergineers with five
parties in the field. Centerline, “Level, vopog, and cross-section parties are
keepin: aneed of the actuel work and one party is cheexing finel grade behind con-
struction.

Wy, Haapala, Resident Engineer on the job, estimates the wor as
being 7% completed, considerinz the entire paving project.

d. Glenn Uithimy, 3-1 Section.

Alaska Road Commission Enzineers are working on the sectim, run-
ning certer line and levels, albert Torn, ‘esicernt -rgineer, is planning om

increasing his starfas scon as cur surverring equipmmt is in from tre Shaves
where it was cent for overiaul and repair. de is at presen

encorsta
arfed for

a dob of thet Size, espeeinliy as it is of utmort urgmcy tuet the worse be con-
pleted ina snort time, Ne now nes abot for miles of Line loc:tea:ath center-
line and levels run in.

Werk has deen somewhat slow due to breaking in sreen crews, cut
this condition srould imrrove and work proceed more rapidly in the. future. Severai
temporcery transfers were made of enzineers from Vaidez District.

3 e “eathe Ye

Yeather has veen somewhat varied durin z the month, runnin z from
@ storm thet started cr. tne 3let of Maren and endings on the gtr of april, to 47
degrees acove zero weatier that oceurred on tue on to the 25th inclusive. as
a whole: ;the weather conditions vere about normel with the exception no rain
fell during the entire ucnth., ‘varm temperatures Pelt during the latter mart of
the month caused floodin; vhich our culverts were unable to handle, and as 2
result many reads thet shouid have withstood the springs thaw becaze saturated be~
low the surfacing ond broke up. Another result of the rapid thawing was the
frost lesvingall the reads simultaneously vita the result that equipment was
spread too thin to zive more than tenrorary relief on a few of the nain roads.
Total snowfall for the winter broke all past records during tue monti.

4. Miscellaneous,

New equipment is bevinning to shov up. Durins the monts we re-
ceived the new Bros boiler which was sorely needed, aiso two-Tl-19s, a 3/4 yd
crawler end $ yd. rubber mounted’ shovels bot BayCitys!, 5 5 yd. Reo trucks and
Lk new ford pickups. The boiler, the crawler siovel and t: ‘pe two tractors nave
been put to work,

ene
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Thomas Perkins, P-3, was released on the 13th of the month, “
Myr. Daub, accompanied oy his assistent, Mr. Carter, and lr. Bates,

Safety Engineer, arrived on the 12th from Juneau on an inspection tar.
Mr, Ghiglione and Ur. Goodson arrived on an inspection tour on the

25th, and accomzanied by tne District En-ineer spent the 28th, 29th, and 320th on 4
an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsula.

Cook house was set up at Palmer for 3~l ingineers, It is not
contemplated feeding FRA men at our canp. First me&l will be on May 3.

Very truly yours,

CH)rbs sflieme
vm. J e L¥eri

WJN smm District cngineer
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1. gy} Lt va
&, <Anchorave Roads:

General snow removal end winter maintenance was perforned m all
the Anchorage roads during the monts. Weather turned warm early in the monto
causing the heavy snow berms that were not out beyond the diteh lines to melt
and the reads with sater. The tractor equipment spent the sonta pushing
back the berms anc cleaning out citches in an attemt to get rid of the water.
The main roads were open to traffic all month although due to thawing days
and freezing nigats they rutted faster thn the graders could keep them smooth-
ed up. Graders were put on a 10:00 A.u., to 6:00 P.ui,, shift to catch roads
when they were tiawed.

lc
ce

The glacier on the Loop Road by the CAA shop started running and
building on tne road ard the snow anc ice was kezt removed amd a citch out
across the road to take the water that was bypassing the culverts. Soie gravel
was mauled and sprezd on the bad stretches, The Alaska Railrocd track crains
drain into the road alone this stretch end these holies were filled with gravel
and kept smooth.

A glacier which formed just outside the City limits on East "a"
Street was thawed and dozed off the road aml the road raised 2 foot for one
hundred feet to keep tne ice and water off.

Spot gravelinz has been done on all spots which show signs of break-
ing up under the trawing weather and heavy traffic.

>, SAniieemniidenemes
The entire hizsmay to Palmer has been mintained by both metor

grader and tractor equipment, Berms have beenpushed back and ditches opened
where thawing has occurred, Snow was removed along pierrill Field with a carryall
and culverts were opened to carry off tne surface water. The glacier at the
South ind of the Knik River Bridze remained active durin= the month. and a boiler
has been attendins it periodically when the culvert froze and the ice showed

sicns of going over the road. The section of highway tiat wes surfaced by the
Army Ms broken up and is very rough, Appearances arc that the snow was not

mlm
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ne
plowed back from the shoulders and runoff water drained under the pavement vy ad

into the subgrade. Subsequenttraffic broke the surfacing and mud boils Aru
appeared on the entire stretea.That portion that was laid down last year tocahas not croperi; cured and is also wearing away froi the surface causing j
chuck holes. Other than the section through the Fort, nowevers the road is

tween Palner and ti Sr1iaze,.in good condition, althouzh

The temporar: oridge at Peters Creek was sterted on the lOth. Ice
has been shot clearing the river, snow has been removed from the entire arez,
and most of the deadwork finished. Sone trousle has been experienced LeveLing
up for the caps but 4 cocpressor was nut to work and the frost drilled and shot
for level footing as the ovoiler was busy on the roads. Two o@ts nave been
erected complete with stringers and decking. The work should be completed within
two weexs,

¢. Potter Hichway:

Routine snow removal and maintenance :dth the maintainers was per-
formed during the montn. The snow was pushed back beyond the diteh dine and
the ditches were opened with a pull zrader to take care of the runoff, The
glacier ab Rabdéit Creek continued to give trouble but was taken care of with
a ditch through the ice along the road which carried the water into the creex.
Side roads were plowed free of the slush that formed as the accumuiaeticn of
ice left during winter plowing operatiais thawed and broke up.

ad. Anchora-e Derot:

Moving has been carried forward along with the task of overnaul
of equipment for the fortncominz seasm. The hydraulic lift has been in-
stalled in the garage and a conpressor utilized to operate it until the com-
pressor frou the old ouiiding can be moved. The major portion of the paris
have oeen moved and put away overheed. Garaze offices nave been moved to the
new location and all overhaul is wow in the new building, Steel for the mez-
zanine floor has arrived anu been put in with the exception of me oay which
had to be left free for the elevatian of the elevator snaft, All the elevator
parts have not yet arrived and it is not contemplated trying to instail it until
it is complete as this would necessitate the remowil of the hoist now being
operated in the shaft. The five ton crane arrived ami the rail has bem instal-
led preparatory to attaching the crane proner, The rail proved to be too long
and had tc be dapped to clear tine steam lines in the building, This will not
affect lts streasth or movement in any way.

Carpenters are now building storaze racks in the warehouse and ware-
house supplies and provisions are being moved into the building. The storekeep-
ing section of the Anchorage office has been established in the room originally
planned as the engineering office so the storekeeper can keep closer cacck m
the work of recuisitionins and supplyins supplies to the cazos. The emtract
and ingineerins section is also runctionin7g in the new buil¢ins thus greatly
relieving the congestion in the offices in the Federal Sudiiding.

=2—
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The cook house in the new area was put in operation on the 10th to
handle the bridze crew and the crew for moving the garare and warehouse, The
quonset hut storaze in the new area collapsed due to snow loading on the 5th and
has been partially dismantled. The ouilding does not appear to be severely dam-
aged and it is planned to re-erect it only efter the area is down to grade, It
can then be utilized for possivle warm storage.

e, Palmer Roads:

Snow was pushed bacic on the Palmer roads and ditches opened up to
allow the surface water to get away from the roadways. General maintenance
was performed witc the graders and low spots and places tnat snowed signs of
breaking up were graveled. All roads were passanle for the entire month.

f. Glenn Hi-nwav:

Snow was moved back on the nighway and ditcnes were opened up to
take care of the runoff. General surface maintenance was perforzed om tae
entire road enc it remained in fine snape during the montis Glaciers were active
and a crew was kept ousy chippinz ice and keepinz culverts open. The river start-
ed to undereut the road at King River on the 25th, mut was caught in tine to
prevent sericus daase. It is planned to extend the drum orearweter to prevent
a@ reoccurance in the future.

ge Homer toads end Dock:

All dock materials arrived and hove been unloaded on the end of the
spit. Grammer and Perkins took soundings and hsve estavlished a definite loca-
tion for the deck face. Piling ordered »: tne Territory were found too short
for a flotation of 23 to 25 feet as actval depths and sovernins tides (with storms)
had not been detecrizined by the Territoby's representatives when the plans were
suomitted., Design drawinzs gave top of deck at Dlevaticn 22.0 referred to
Mot.L.ii. Local residents warned esainst placing the dock deck lower than the
old one which was @t Elevation 29.45 cecause of storms durin’ hish tides which
pile water into Kachemak sar, We are therefore ouildinz to deck elevation of
29.25 to make piling cutoffs at 27.0. The present face of dock is planned for
~20,0 contour on basis of 15 feet penetratim for pitinz, but there is a hish
spot of -0.17 in the oceun floor at tne center of the 120 foot face of the
dock. Perhaps this is a temporary conditim which may scour out when tie dock
is in, Again, if we find that we cannet set 15 feet of penetration when driving
the approach, it may be possible to wove the face out to -22.0 bottom contour.
The driver has been built end is set on false cents and the hoist mountcd. It
is planned to start driving the first of april with completion date estimated
at hay 15.

The thaw boiler and one grader has done necessary maintenmce on tie
roads and opened te culverts,

;
The End road has been surveyed to a point 450 fect west of the

corners of Sectiwis 22-23-26-27, «hen the road is completed to this point it
will serve all the hosesteadcrs new leected in that area with the exception of

&
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of one. The mile of additional oad needed to serve this one man is not be~- .

lieved justified at this tice. actual work accomplished is a3 follovs: sfwhch
Cleared- - - - ~

~
~ -10,000 feet eaeGraded- -- 5,000 feet ice gl

h. Russian River-Homer Rec d: \

Maintenance was performed on the Kenai and oy motor patrols and the
boiler. On the 2lst of the month the road becanie so soft it was temporarily
closed to all heavy traffic. Cold nichts have subsecuently seen it being opened
for necessary traffic from midnicht until early morning vhile the frost was able
to carry the load. Cn the Homer ind the false work for the Anchor River dridge has
been driven and capped and the bottom chord is in place. It is planned to set the
top chord from the river with the big crane if the river ice holds, if not, the
bottom chord will be decked and the Speeder will work from the deck, Roadwork
consisted of snow removal and surface maintenance with the patrol graders.

Dillingham:
Winter maintenance was performed on this route durinz the month.

Larson was in on the 25th of the sonta and reports that ne nas not succeeded in
keeping up the work started b; Betts in Feormry. He states tact as fast as
theyplow out a mile of road it fills up behind then. Wow that the snow is wet tue
SnoGo will net handle it ana the starting motor on the D-7 is down. New parts
were shipped for it the next day but rothing further has been received on tue
work. Plans now are to replace Larsai witaa foreman-mechanic-operztor,. Wwe

have a line on severel such men in tuat area and decision will be made when
someone gets down that way this sumer. The answer may be on hiring sucn a man
on year round basis, The situation there is definitely bad and avparently be-
coming Worse.

J» Kodiak:
Winter maintenance and snow remcval was performed unon the Kodiak

Roads during the month. Cverhaul of equipment wds carried on satisfactorily.
k. Tadkeetna Roacss

Mulvaney went to Talkeetna on tine 25th, unloaded the truck and D=i
tractor and 30 barrels of fuel; crossed them on the ice and returned to anchor-
age on the 30th. The river was opening up and the move none too early.

1. McKinley Park:

Frank Johnson replaced Chet Diess as forcnan in the Park this year.
He, with one mecnanic left for the Park on the 23d, Very little snow around th
station and the freisht that has been goin into the Park his been hauled and
stored. Grant Pearson, new Park Supervisor, was in and he advises that glaciers
are exceptionally bad this year, especially so up at Igloo.

omfy
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m, McKinley Park-Ousitna River Survey:

Harold liiller, ami one man, left anchoraze on the 1Léth to start
freighting suppites for the survey. Reports were that tne miners had broken
a trail part way to the station from Valdez Creek and were broken down, Des
which went with willer developed fuel pumn trouble and even after remecyin=z
that, the work oreved too muc:: for the smll cat. The 0-8 scheduled for the
Park from rairbanks was sent dom to break trail for the smaller cat and drag,
1% arrived on the 2lst anu was put to work with an operator from Anchora-e,
Last definite reports were that ther had opened up a haul road to 20 miles out
and progress was pictinz up. is expected that the De® will be through and
back at the Park in about 4 week

2, ByContract
a. Anchora-~e Viarehcouse, Contract Ie-arce007, Gotnbers Construction Co.

Partiticns were conmleted, tile floorinz laid, plumbing in and
painting completed, ‘ie moved in on the 25th of the month, but this did not
constitute an acceptance of tre cuilcding as arrangements had been made about
this with the contractor, The oulicing should be complete, ineludins elevator,for a final inspection on tue Sth af april, Tnis does not ineluce outside
painting which ust wait for warmer weather.

Three storage tanks
have

veen completed including heating, coilsLaid in the bottom in two of them, Piling was secured by the Ag from the
Railroad for tre trestle for the 12" line when it was found timt the L+K piiingwas at whittier under 8 feet of snow. This was done to speed uv tne job andLek
will replace the pilinz to the Railroad from their stockpile. The driver was
started on the 9th, and the job of driving completed on the lath, The 12" vipe
was reconditioned manually after it was found that the contractor was not able
to optain suitable senaplastins equinnait. This work was caupleted on the 2ist.
4 strata of frozen and expanded clay wis discovered in the subgrade under tank
three and the area excavated on the 14th. Upon completion of the excavation, tue
ARC inmediately backfilled the area witn 66 yards of select gravel.

Work on laying the dock line hes speeded up monsiderably and 604 of
the line is in place and welded, The floor slab of the pipe well of the pump
and boiler house wes poured on the 27th but after the pour was commpleted, it
was found that it was constructed in the wronz position in the puny room, Ex-
cavation in the proper location hus been started, and the old slab covered un,
The error occurred when the contractor worked from an old plan and not from

" i
h.

Weather has been very moderate during the mmth. Started to thaw
-on the 27th of February ana very little freezing weather was encountered until

5

Asphalt Tank Farn Contract T-are-h0S6, 3-v-K Co,

revised Grawings taat had been submitted to him early in toe mon

oe] we
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the 30th of March. Snowfall started March 30 and about 8 inches of new snow
is on the ground which may hamper operatims somewmt for a few days.

he Miscellaneous: 4 ,

Water main leading down over the hill to the new area froze up on
the 2nd. jzarm weather seems to h.:.ve driven the frost down, Thawed down to the
main on Fifth avenue and men worked 24 hour shifts openinz up the line. Thawing
completed on the 4th and water .n the garase and warehouse agzin on that day.

Thomas K,xcGovern, bridge foreman, arrived om the 9th and was
immediately sent to Hoser.

,

B. D. Stewart, Jr., arrived from Valdez on tie i0th,to meet
Colonel Noyes.

Colonel Noyes arrived from Fairbanks on an inspection trip on
the llth.

Forrest &, iasterda;, P-3, in off tne Baronoff on the 25th, It is
planned to use him on easevent and risnt-of-way work.

Peter J, Bagoy came in over the Alcan Hishway. He reports it in
fine shape. It is nlainec vo use him as cererel foresan of the aAnchorete area
including Palmer Kountain Joads ana the Glenn Hignway. King and Bilodesu ere
to be retained as job foremen with Bagoy over both of them. This will relieve
the office of many routine costructim and maintenance preolems, and coordinate
equipment between all areas in this locality.

Three steel girders 50' long were hauled over the rozd@to Seward from
Kenai for bridge repairs at Valdez. Some difficulty wus encountered in setting
them around the corner at Schooner Bend Bridge out the back end of tae trailer
was lifted with a cat dozer and slid over to clear the end of the bridge.

Albert W. Torn, P-3, arrived fraa the States. He will go on section
and property line ties and gravel pit locatims on the Anchorate-Palmer Highway
and other roads, until contract work on Glenn B-l opens up,

George Li, Tapley and Marvin &. Jenkins arrived from Juneau on the
29th on inspection of the tank Farm, They left for Valdez on the 31st.

Walter H, Daub arrived from Juneau on inspectim tour on the 31st.

Ellery Rountree, Equipment Engineer was in the 3lst. He is on leave
and is in reserve training wita the 925th Aviation Enzineer Group at fort Richird-
son.

Very truly yours

Whis J e 6 aN
‘

WIE smm District sngineer

Ae
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March 7,°1949.
‘

Ur, Ike P. Taylor
Chief ingineer
Alaska Road Commission
‘Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for February 1949,
Southwestern District, Anehorege, Alaska

1.

& Anchoraze toads:

General snow removal and winter maintenance was performed on all
Anchorage roads. Heavy snow conditions and strong surface winds caused
consideradle trouble due to drifting in the open areas and cuts, out roads
were kept passable excerpt for a few hours on the 16th and 18th of the month.
During this pericd, winds reached a velocity of 53 miles per hour end cur
equipment was unadsie to remove drifts as fast as they formed. Dozers and
graGers work twenty-four hour snifts and succeeded in spaszedically opening
one lane in the Spenard area and at Pield and Mountain View so
traffic could «cep moving. Wind died down on tne ISth and dozers ::ere kept
busy widening and openins sice roads that had become mlugzed. Graders be~
came worthless except for siacothing up behind the tractors, as the snow was
too heavy and berms too nirh for then to operate. A De4 was cut to work
cleaning berms cut of privcte drives after the heavy work was accomplished. n /

le
c

The glacier br the CAs shop on the Loop foad was active during the i/} {
month and the boiler crew opened the culverts ana chipped ice during the /
period. /

b. Anchora -e-Peluer Tizhwe;

. The snow fence that was erectcd by M.P.Gate Nucber 3, stopped ail
drifting im that crea and except for Lrtermittant drifts between the
Matenuska idiwor Sridge and Palmer, no uncue troucle was encountered. Cn this
latter section, dezers removed the drifts as they cccurred aid pushed the
berms back off the snoulder of the roadway to prevent further trouwsle. The
wind kept tais stretch open by blowdng the snow across the reed. The glacier
at the south end of the Knik River Bridse became active during the month and
culverts were kept open during this time. Ice from overflow was chipped off
the roadway.

.¢. Potter Hishway

Routine snow removal and maintenance with the .aintainers was per-
formed during the first, part of the wonth. During the stronz surface winds on
the 16th, L7th and 13th, the stretch of road between Camphell Stating Road
and wells Road bec:ane drifted full for its entirc lenzth. all available
equipment went to work and by double shifting the road was open and passable for

-l-
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traffic on the 17th. Cne lane vas kept open and wien the winds died dow
dozers pushed the drifts back. The iiszhway was made passabie for two lane
trafiic on the (Sth. On tye 27th, tre glacicr at Rabcit Creek became active
and had built two feet of ice on the road before it could be checked. The
boiler crew thawed and chipped the ice and cut 4 ditch through the ice so
it would drein over the bank into the creek. The cut is so narrowed by
frozen ice anc snow that the ereetion of a barrier is impracticable.

d. Anchore-e Derot

Parts bins have been nuilt upstairs in the garage and parts are
being moved from the old area. ‘The elevator arrived in part but as all the parts
are not here it seems ispracticabie to try to assemble it. Overhaul is being
carried on in doth shops.

During the month, the roof drains in tne north end of the warchouse
froze uncer the flicor and water pressure sprung a pipe joint, wits the result
that the cold storave secticn becane covered with two inches of ice. The boiler
was used to thaw the drains and the roof intakes were plugged. This will hive
no bad effect on the roof as the water will be forced to the drains that are
open through the warn storaze area,

@. Palzer "oadcs

. The wind blew continuously during the month causing drifting on
alcost 411 the roads. Crews worked double anc trisle shift during the worst
storms and kert travel over the sain arteries. Loss of cur only Snete on the
9th, severely nandicapped the efforts of the crews but by sending extra dozers
and graders from anchoraze, this loss .as somewmt offset. lost of the drift-
ing could nave been elininated by the we of double or trisle snow fence,
especially along the Latcnuska River and at Stephans on the wlain Hidway. It
is estimated that at least 15 <dles of snow fence is needed in the Valle:r, Cne
tractor with doser was stati.ned at Vasiila and werked to advantase. It is plen-
ned thet next winter suow removal equipment will be left thre with an experienced
operator wno resides in Wasilla, and who will work as required. The mowitein
roads arc still plugged witn snow but werk is continuing on thes. Eosesteaders
have woved into old Knikx and that pisce of road has been added to cur ssaintenen-
ce in the Valley.

ff. Glenn tirhar
Unusual drifting wes encountered all threugh the month along the

Matanus«a River. Maintuiners were kept busy on the road all maith clearing
snow as it feli ana as it sus blown in. Glaciers were active and a crew was
kept busy chipping ice off the road, ueeping culverts open ani sanding the
worst stretches. On the 27th, three small slides came cown at 98 mile bout

age
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they were imaeciately removed without amr delay to treffic, Crews worked
waleovertine keeping the drifts out and keeping ahead of the ainost continuous

snowfall, .

g. Homer 2oads
Kasilor Roads

Snow renoval was accomplished on both these prejects. At Kasilof
drifting occurred cn the 17th but the road was opened when the dozers fron
Kenai arrived at iaslio? tuo days later. The roza was kupt in good condition.
Glaciers were taxen care of on the Homer roads and sanding was done on the
worst stretches.

h, Russian River-Horer TJoad

Overhaul progressing satisfactorily, and expect to nave all equip~
ment in operating condition wien constructim starts. The crusher nas are
rived in Seward ana plans are being made to get it to cenai before the thaw
anc the roads becane bad,

Heavy drifting of snow occurred on the 17th at Kmai and Moose Diver.
Dozers removed the neavy drifts and the road was open -for traffic oy the 20th.

On the Homer end very little drifting occurred end the work during
the month conmsistec of general maintenance and snow removal. Flans are being
made to get the ancnor 2iver bridge started in wlarch, as well as she Homer
dock.

i. Dillinchana

Winter maintenance was performed upon this route curing the menth.
Thurvaan cetzs returned to Anchorage February 4th, and reported tne Snogo
and tractor in cood repair, anu the vork of snow rencyal moving rapiciy. Double
shifting has been neecesar, during the month to keep the roads open for the
school bus as the unusually heavy snewfal] and hish surfcce winds have caused
undue driftins curing the entire montana.

j. Kodiak

Winter maintenance and snow removal was performed upon this route,
which was kept in good condition.

2. By Contract

a, Anchorage Warehouse, Contract I~arc-4007, Gothberg Construction
Company.

Gothberg was notified to proceed with the supplemental work on the
. warehouse on the and of the month, and immediately started erecting partitions,

i) |
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installing addiv.onal wnbing and wiring. The work p. .ressed satisfacto-
rily during the uwonth with the partitions being completed, the wiring finish-
ed and miost of the plunbing hooked up. Asphalt tile for the floor arrived
in Seward on the 27th and the anh is trying to expedite it. The rest of the
pluabing is being left unfinished until the tile arrives and can be placed.
The parts for the completion of the elevator nave arrived in the 422 yards
in Anchoraje, but cannot be located in the tremendous backlog of freight.
hir, Gothberg hes cleaned up soth floors of the building and nas given us his
CK to go ahead and start moving in. He has agreed thet this will not con-
stitute an acceptance of the builcing. , ‘

-b,. Asphalt Tank Farm Contract I-are-/086, T-U-K Co,

Snow removal on tank site has been canpleted, major materials stored
at site and sorted, The tae tins operaticns of tenk area is approximately 25
coaplete, Paling anc necessary” equipsent is Located at the site anc driving
of piling is proposed to start Larciu 1, 1949. ALL wejor materiais are on hand
or on the way, enowsh is om hand so that contractor is net hindered for lack
of materials.

3. Weather,
Weather conditions save been exceptionally bed curing the last monta.

The mean temperature was avout 13 degrees below normal, the coldest sionth of
February on record, iininun tenpereture was around 25 below zero. The wind
has blow: steadily over the greatcr part of the district causing drifting of
the frequent snow fails.

4. Hiscellaneous.

Harold Miller arrived frou Ketchikan on February 3,
Claude Rorzers was in on tne llth, zoing back to Heuer from outside,
Richard Gauwell, P-4, Contracts Engineer, arrived cn the 4th,
Ed. Sitadeau, local foreman, arrived froa the States on tne 5th.
Thomas Ferkxins, Engineer, arrived for workom

the 7th, It is planned
on hin working here untii the Paxson-Cantwell Survey opens up and
then he is to so on to the Valdez District.

Bill Fordan, P~3, Resident ungineer, arrived for duty @m the 2lst. He
has been assizned on the tank farm to relieve Liller wio is clean-
ing up snail office jobs and getting unterials, equinment and crew
ready for the Cantwell~Paxson Surve;.

Niemi left for an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsula on the 23th.

Very t yours

tikes J. 3 =a
District zngineer

WN sm



DEPARTI£NT OF THS INTUORIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
March 1, 1949.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Ongineer
Alaska Road Comaission
Juneau, Alzska

SUBJECT: Snow Zewoval for Southwestern District, Anchorage Area.

During the first eisht days of tha month, work consisted of general
anow removal with oaintatners and widening with two tractors. Cn the
ninth the wind came up and threatened to block all roads. iivind died down
at 11:00 P.u., and sen on shift finished cleaning drifts and went off
duty, All roads were passable at 5:00 A.lisg Of the tenth. On the loth
ten inches of new snow fell but was plowed back and roads were passable on
Sunday Feo, 13. «wind cams up at noon Mmesday Feb, 15, and crews went on
double shift to gt school buses and commtbers home, Hired avaiisole opera~
tora and put all availaole equipaent on twenty-four heur shift. Snow drif-
ted roads full faster than equipment could open it up. One cat and one
grader worked on 75-A at Merrill ?ield and Zountain View und waneged to keep
one lane open for traffic. wind blew all day Feb. 16, and all roads were
blocked except FPalmer-Anchora-e Highway. Worked double shift and long hours
and had main Spenard roads, Potter roads and Sand Lake roads open for traffic
when the wind died down cu the moming of tre 17th. Graders were practically
worthlesa except for cleaning up arcer dozers as bers were too hign to work
efficiently and drifts were too heavy. On Friday 18th, al. roscs were open
for traffic, but ail nesded adcitional work as only one lane was open. Cm-
tinued double shift for another blow would have filled evirything completely.
Wind reaained quiet and all roads were opened for two lane travel on fed. 2i.
Rest of month spent on pushing berms back with dowers and cleaning up with
graders. 545 miles of snow removal were accomplished during the month.

631 miles of snow revoval during the month oi this route. There was

very little drifting as the road was protectcd exces: t between Balmer and the
Matanuska bridge. Snow berms were removcd and wind kept the road clear except
for occasional isolated drifts which were immediately removed.

936 miles of snow removal during the month, Tho wind was continuous
for the entire month blownes from 10 to 53 miles per hour. loads were open
on first but strong winds on the 2nd filled tiem all. By double shifting with

- plows and Snogo, traffic was kept aoving, wid died to 10 a.P.H. that evening
and the snow was pushed back with dozers so Veplows could work. 40 M.P.i. wind
came up the 9th, nulifying all the work that had been done. All cuta were

1

95 — Anchoreve Roads:

75eL ~ Anchorave-Pelmer Hishway?:

35 ~ Palmer-sasilla Roodas:



drifted full from 3 to 10 feet and doxera and Snowgo went on double shift to
open them up. Snogo broke down in evening and has been down all moth waitingfor parts from the States. Sent another grader with wing blade from Anchors.ce
on the 10th, to help cut. Seven ineses of new snow fell the L2th and the wind
picked up, undoing all the work accomplished. Kent on triple shift on the main
highway with all equipment and managed to keep traffic moving until the 16th shen
drifts at Stephanus and the Alpine Inn blocked tha road completely. Wind died down
on tre 17th and the Glenn Highway wag opened, also the road +> Wasilla. 3y
triple shifting all main rosda were ovendd up by the 1éth. The wind continued
blowing at Palmer steadily at 3 to 16 miles per hour with 20 to 40 mle fusts
the rest of the menth. Jy double-shifting during the worst spells all roads
have been kept passable.

96-31

. Conditions o 96-8 have been about the same as the Polner roeds with
524 miles of snow removal being accomplished curing the month. Catinusug winds
along the Matanuska River with fresh lisht snew evury few days mada double
shifting a necessity to maintain travel ower the read. hoderating teuperatures
on the 27th caused three amali slidex at 9S mile but these were reuoed without
any delay in traffic.

At Kenai heavy snows and interuittant winds caused no undue trouble until
the 13, 18 and 19, when the road at Kenad and cose River drifted full to a depth
of 2 to & feet. Dozers removed the drifts and roads were open on the 2Cth. Snow
removal for the month cansisted of 466 miles including 5 milea of drifts.

At Homer no or very little drifting occurred and work emsist’d of routine
snow removal after the frequent snowfalls, 62 miles were totaled during the
month,

98-D - Kasilof-Roadsi

35 miles of snow removal including me mile of 4 ft. drifts which blew
ino the 17th. Dozer removed it two days Later,

Betta returned to Anchorage Feb. 4, after getting the road to the
hospital open. Larson was working on the Wood diver road, when he left. Roads
drift full inmedfately after bei.g plowed which seems to discourage him.
No report received as yet on present road conditions.

RQ. adaLAsHATCUETole
Aas't, Dist. cnginoser

-
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55 ~ KenaleHomer:

92eR ~ Dillinzham-weed River Road:



ALASKA ROAD COLMISSION
Anchoraze, Alaska

February 2, 1949.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief =ngineer .
Alaska Road Comzassion
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly prosress report for January 1949, Southwestern District,
Anchoraze, alaska.

1. By Government Forces
a. Ancnorase Roads

,

Wit
Snow removal and winter maintenance was verformed on all the

Anchoraze roads. The glacier on the Loop Road by the Caa shon backed up
and started over the road, the culverts were thawed out, ice chipped off the
road and oil burners vlaced at the culvert entreneces to keen the wator flowing.
The tractors with olades were nut to work m widening on all the roads as the
unusual amount of snow fall could not be removed with the oclows on the craders.
The roads have been bladed down to the srevel in most olaces and are in zood
Shape. The snow this year is too heavy for the craders to hancle and quite a
bit of trouble develoned with the equinment. The AC grader broke in half on
the Palmer Hishway and several cases of broken bits, me moldbcerd, anc the
wing on another machine was damaged several times, ‘

b. Anchoraze-Paler Hishway

Two small slides came dotm at the south end of the Knik River
Bridge on the $th. They extended across the road but were easily renoved with
dozers and eraders. Traffic was not halted more than a few minutes Lorday
morning, ‘The slaciers were very active during the thaw ond culverts were tnaw-
ed and fence erected. The excessively heavy snow fall «wade it necessary to use
the dozers to push the bers back so the graders could clear the road of snow.

latsnuska ValleyRoads
work on these roads consisted of snow removal, sancinz, and

Widening of snow berms tirown up by the V~plows, During the early part of
the month, the glaciers were quite active and culverts were opened, ditches
cleaned out and rlaciler fence was erected. During the last half of the month,
snow fel] until all roads were blocked ana the crews worked overtime to keep
school bus routes open. A fifty mile an hour wind has been blowing for the
last week which blocks roads almost as soon as they are opened uv. The Snoco
is the only machine which will cet rid of the drifts and it nas been working
overtime. Two additional sen were hired and double shifts started. Two :wore
cats were sent from Ancnorazve.to help wusi the berms back so the V-plows would
be of service, The roads to the Susitna minins district have been closed all
month by glides which came cow: curing the warm weather on the 9th and 1Oth of
the month. They are comeosed of dirt, trees and snow and the Snogo sdll not

|

ol. np

wGaeda

GHS



Taylor - Feb. 2, 1949.
_
Page 2

handle tte m, soa cat has been busy all month on that project.
d. Homer-2ussian River Road_

work in this area consisted of winter maintenance, snow
removal, and ecuivuent overhaul. Over 1400 miles of snow removal was
accomplished to vermit freigntins and general traffic, ands. freiaht emld
move frou Seward. frank Jolmson returnca and is stayins at Russian River ‘aeto taxe care of the zlaciers that are coitinuaily viving trouble slonz the =Fjae.

Fat ‘Kenai River. The PRA rood is cettinz narrow and
r “v

— Laat 4 ahs oa
guontly the fretacits 0. Supp.s6s arc parts Ls. sate

| ita,”
ha

equipuent ditcn port cog eee, Necessary winter mainimance
5

and snow recoval was cerformed on tne Homer roads, 1
OR

ée. DilLincham.

Betts left for Dillinghaga on the lAth, and found thinss in
pretty bad shape. de requested a new siotor for the Snogo which was sent
down and installed. The Snowo was plowinz anow the dav after the motor was
received. Snow has been abnormal there and drifts vary bac. No report hes
been received recently out the read situation should be considerably improved.

f£. Anchora.ce Desot

The garaze crew is busy on winter overhaul of eauisment for
ndxt seasons work and on keeping the vresent snow plovwinz ecuinment on the
road, Severel cleces of equinment have been comsletely overhauled includinz
three tractors thst were imazsdiately put to work on snow removal. The AC
epader was repaired by inserting a sleeve in the tubuler steel frane and weld-
ing reinforcing pletes in place.

Parts hins have been built in one quarter of the upper floorof the garage anc Lumser purchased for additional bins and racks in the re-
maining area, The steel for the mezzanine floor was also heuled and has been
put in vlace.

2e BY COTRACThya
a. Anchora:e Warehouse, Contract J-arc-4,007,GothberzConstric tial Conoany.

Work on the warchouse is almost comvleted but due to the delay
of some of the shinments by the railroad, the building is not ready for inspec-tion and occurancy, ven after accentance, money should be retained to take
cure of outside painting and finishing which cannot be done until weather
moderates,

—Qu
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The railroad has evidenély mislaid one box of elevator parts so
that is not yet installed. It is also now apparent that a change in the
wiring is essmtial for efficient oneratim.

be Garaze Heating Chanzes

Short Tera Contract Anchorage Installation Company.

Chanzes were made in the heating of the geraze as revised on
the plan which included lowering the oresent units and adding four new ones
in the work area and installins ther.ostat in office. Uoticeable difference
resulted in heating the floor level.

e. Asphalt Storins and Handling Facilities ~ ContractI-arc-L086-47
moh, *

First materials for the tenk ferm arrived durins the sonth
consistins mostly of imocked-cown tanks in crates. Jlaterlal was hauled to
site and stored in tne truck loadins area, or placed in LK warehouse.

H.c.Shircliff’, District Ansineer for M=K Co. advised this office
that actual field constructicn will commence imnediately efier the lst of
February. D.D.Kaiser will be cuiidins suverintencent, am J.u.Perrintank
supenniendent, Vheir plan is to erect me tank rapidly as nossible to
provide storase for such materials as sive insulatim.

The contractor advises that three subcontractors will be en+
gaged on the project as follows:

Urban Plumbing & Heating Comvany, Seattle, on vivinzs and power hours;
City Electric of Anchoraze, on electrical work;
hie F, Goggans of Anchorase,on painting

e

A form wag prepared and delivered to the contractor on which was
tobe indicated the Proposed Construction Program. This has not yet been com-
pleted, as the local revresentativesof M-K Co. wish to consult with their Chief
Engineer before returning it,

36 WEATHERCONDITICUS

Temperatures in the first ten davs of the month were above normal
with the thercometer reading plus 32 degrees m the tenth of the month. On
the 17th it dronved to minus 17 dexrees but was back up to 15 above on the
19th, and stayed above zero for the remainder of the month.

The snowfall was the heaviest yet recorded for Anchoraze for the
month of January with a total of 36.1 inches. These abnormal canditions



Taylor ~ Feb. 2, 1949. Page kh.

existed over the entire district which resulted in numerous problems
and long hours in keening traffic moving and roads open.

he MISCELLANEOUS

Foreman King from Palzer returmd from States on the L7th.

Two new Ford Pickups arrived in Anchorate. It is planned to
give one to King and use the coupe he now has in the Anchoraze Area. ’

The cost accounting is slowly goinz ahead with Grammer and
Van Zanten doin= most of the work m it.

Grammer finished his man work on the Fairbanks survey.
' Wa J. Wiemi, District Sngineer, arrived at Anchorace,

January 22, from Juneau, as transfer from the Bureau of Reclamation, Washinton.? > 9

H.O.white returned fram the trip to the International Harvester
factory and Juneau conference on the 22nd,

Several boxes of surolus ecuinment have been received from the
States, They contain in whole a 16 ft. boring bar for Sterlinz Marine Encines
plus special tools for servicing. Their value is contained only in what xmetal
can be salvaged for the shops. Received also from tne States one stean towing
winch for a heavy duty tuzdeat. This mterial and equipment was procured by
Juneau from War Surclus in the Continental U.S.

LL
Wn. J.
District Engineer

WIN sm
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wo CUDOES REPLY To
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

PR Por ehassers

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Anchorage, Alaska

January 6, 194

Mr. Ike PF. Taylor
Chief Engineer, 4.7.6.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern
District for the month of December, 1948.

Pelmer Arent

Activities in this section consisted of winter maintenance,
snow removal, end overhaul of equinment. During the eerly part of the
month the ginaciers began to work rapidly, especially in the Matanuska
Valley, end recuired daily attendance of thawing crewse. Numerous
fences and barricades were erected to xeep the ice from forming on the
road surfece. all roads remained icy during the first half of the
month, end considerable sending was done in order to provide a safe
driving surface. The last ten days of the month snow started to fall,
accompanied by winds and all available equipment was put to plowing.
The 511 tandem-drive grader borrowed from Glennallen was most useful
during this period. It was necessary to work irregular overtime
in order to keep ell roads open and safe for traffic.

Russian River-Eomer

Work on this section consisted of winter maintenance and
equipment overhaul. Extreme cold weather was experienced, especially
around Kenai, and some bad glaciers have begun to form on the road.
the Coopers Landing road is in very poor shape, with many sidehill
glaciers, end our equipment was off the road severrl times. ‘Inventories
at both Kenai and Homer were completed, end work begun on overhaul of
equipment. All equipment along the road was brought in to the depots.
Necessary winter maintenance end snow renovel was performed on the
Homer local roads.

Anchorase Roads

Winter maintenance and snow reniovel was performed as conditions
dictated on this section. Roads wera icmay during the first part of the
month, and glaciers were active. The thawing crew was xept busy putting
in drain ditches and placing barricades were possible in order to stop
ice from forming on the road surfaces. All roads were plowed several
times during the month.
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chorage-Palmer Road

As on the other roads in this area, thawing crews were kept
busy working on glaciers most of the mohth. Considerable sanding was ‘

necessary ag the road eurface was very icy most of the month. Barricades \
were placed in several spots along the road to prevent ice from forming

‘

on the roed surfacd. These were constructed of corrugated roofing iron
placed against staxes frozen into the ice, of building paper and chicken
wire, end of canvase Snow removal was performed as necessary, it being
the policy tc keep the snow bladed right down to the road surface. The
road was in good condition ¢°1 month.

Anchorage Devot

Pouring of concrete on the second floor of the garage building \
was completed. ‘nen neat was put into the building it was found that the
main working space in the garage was not warm enough. 4 contract was let
to put in additional heaters and to lower the existing heaters. Steel for
the additional mezzaxnine was received during the monthe

Operation of the camp in the depot yard was suspended ahout the
middle of the month.

Work on the warehouse building progressed slowly. One boilor
was placed in overation and work on jacketing both boilers and the piping
continued. Partions were placed and some of the windows glazed. The
contractor is still short quite a bit of material.

A tank was purchased to provide gasoline storage when tne gas
pump is moved to the new depot.

The garage crew kept in repair equipment being used on winter
maintenance, completed inventories, and overhauled several pieces of
equipment.

Miscellaneous

fo reports have been received to date frou outlying districts.
On December 23 a wire was sent to Dillingham to inquire if the SnoGo was

operating and if the roads were being plowed. No answer has been
received. It is believed that both wires were routed wrongly, having
addressed to Kanakanek. We have since discovered that direct service
to Dillingham is now available.

Foremen Rogers from Homer is on annual leave in the States
and will return about February 1.

Yery truly yours,

#

Be D. Stawart, drs
Acting Superintendent

“od
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BLACK

From Ghiglione Road Commission Juncau Alaska December 31, 1948

fo Stewart Road Commission Anchorage

Re Situation Report Cecember eleven confirm that farm road west from Wells

junction Potter road has been gravelled to railroad along center section seven

and advise status road west of railroad

AFC 8K
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ADOAKES AEPLY TO \
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JBNEARIOEASAE

Anchorage, Alaska
~

December 11, 1948

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, 4. FR. C.
Juneau, Alaska

Deer Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern
District for the month of Noverber, 1946:

Pelmer Areat

All work except routine maintenance was discontinued the
middie of the month, due to lack of funds end cold weather. Foreman rtKing was called to the States about the 15th and Foreman Dye has been
in charge since his departure.

a Crews were cut to the minimum required for satisfactory
CY winter maintenance, there being one man with a large motor grader

and snow wing at the camp east of Sheep Mt., a foremen, grader
operator, end two truck drivers at Wienie Lake, and men as required
working out of Palmer. All roads in this section are quite icy at
the present, and it has been necessary to do a great amount of sanding,
especially on the Glenn Highway. To date, there has been little work
necessary on glaciers, though some are beginning to show up.

The telephone at Paimer was moved to the A.k.C. office, with
an extension bell in the garage, co that better communication can be
had with crews. An Adams 511 grader was brought over from Glennellen
to essist in winter maintenance of the Valley roads, the present
machines at Palmer being old and in very poor condition, and none of
them large enough or fast enough fofsome of the heavy snows and drifts.
The garage crew was cut to three men, who are engaged in getting in shape
some of the heavy equipment known to be needed next season. The Anchorage
shop will be too busy moving to the new building and getting out equipment
stationed in Anchorage to do any of this work this winter, but following
that it should be possible to discontinue the Paluer garage as such.

Russian Rivor ~ Homer Projects

In the Xenai area, all work was suspended by the 20th. Graveling
was stopped prior to that time, due to cold weather, but the clearing
crew was worked longer in order to corduroy a long swamp about five
miles south of the Kasilof River. The grading crew also worked longer

C) than the gravel crew, and graded up a wet sidehill about three miles
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south of the Kasilof River, freezing weather making this work easier
due to the wet ground.

All Mile Posts from Russian River to Kasilof were put in,
the camps closed, and work started on the inventories. <A start was
made on hailing in equipment which had broken down-along the road,
and this work was nearly completed by the end of the month. Some
equipment secured from the Army and stored in Seward, was moved to the
Kenai, depot. This consisted of three Cass tractors, two De4 tractors,
3 Euclid tractors, three Oskosh trucks, and one gravel loader.

It was necessary to dig a new well at the Kenai depot, the
old one having been contar‘nated by overflow of the cesspool.

An inspection trip to this section wes made by Assistant
Superintendent Hatchett late in the month, and plans made for overhaul
of equipment.

In the Homer area, graveling near Anchor River was carried on
until the middle of the month, covering wet ground just north of the
river. Loading and nauling of bridge steel was completed by Nov. 15,
and the small shovel moved to Anchor River. The weather being favorable
at that time, it was decided to go ahead with erection of the Anchor
River bridge, end Foreman Gunderson and crew of three men was sent to
the site, from Glennellen. Using the large dragline wes a piledriver,
the steel bent on the south side of the river, and one false bent, were
driven, but in the meantine extremely cold weather came on and tne river
started to glacier. <Attenpts were made to keep a channel open but
those failed and the entire valley became covered with about thres feet
of icee It was necessary to do some dyking to keep the camp from being
flooded, and the steel yard began to glacier ups Under these conditions,
the crane could not work out into the stream, se the cany was closed and
the crew sent home, Stripping and corduroy work was also haited late in
the month, cold weather and darkness resulting in inefficient oreration
of the camp.

,

All equipment was moved in to Homer, except the large dragline,
for winter overhaul and inspection. The light plant at the Homer depot
gave trouble during the month, the connecting rods and sranksheft going
out, but repairs were accomplished.

Anchorarce Roads:

Work was continued until about the 20th of month on graveling
the Spenard road from the top of Romig's nill to Deadman's Curve, Cold
weather was experienced during this time, but it was deemed adviseable
to continue until this section was completed, due to the heavy volume
of traffic over that section and the manner in which it broke up last
spring. About 18 inches of gravel was placed over most of the distance.

The gravel wag then moved to the Fotter road and gravel
placed on the line which had been started toward Campbell Creek. 4
fill across a swanp was meade, bringing the road to the railroad, and from
there a dozer was started on cldaring out the right of way toward
Campbell Creek. Ji is the intention to secure a passable wintor road
that will serve the homestenaders and to get the line brushed through
while tha ground is frozen.



Moet of the local roads were bladed up before the ground
froze, and as a consequence they should remain in fair shape all winter.
They are all icy, though, due to rain that fell about the middle of the
month juat after a heavy snowfall, followed by extremely cold weather.
Sanding has been done on the worst sections. Some giaciers have made
appearance, especially on the lower end of the Potter road, but only
that portion being used by the school bus is being maintained.

This road was in fair shape during the month. The surface
was bladed well tefore freeze-up, but as in the Valley and around
anchorage, the thaw in the middle of the month, followed by cold weather
resulted in a sheet of ice covering the road. Attempts nad been made
to blade the snow down to the gravel but it was not possible to get this
work done before the ice formed.

Some glaciers have formed, especially on the hill just north
of the Moose Earn Lodge, on Peters Creek hill, and north of the railroad
crossing at Mile 146. itaintenance crews have placed barricades at these
glaciers, some consisting of sheet iron roofing against posts frozen into
the ice, some of canvas, and some of chicken wire netting backed with
roofing papers These barricades successfully hold back the ice and
prevent it from flowing across tha highway. ‘Then not working on these
barricades, the maimtenance crew has been occupied in sanding the worst
places.

The sub-contractor on Section A, Stock sand Grove, ceased
grading operations on the loth, the weather being too cold. The line
change east of the East Gate is about 75% complete. Considerable
atripping was done on line changes between “ile 14 and the Fire Lake
racdhouse. Wsqening of sub-grade between the dnik and Nata nuska bridges
is nearly complete.

Anchorage Depot:
Sufficient grading was done around the new buildings so that

the spring run-off would not bother them, and a large parking area
puilt up north of 4th A ve. The feel tank was completed and placed
in position, the stack raised, and work begun on installing the oil
burners in the furnaces. About half of the concrete flooring on the
secod floor of the garase was coured, but the weather then became toa
cold to proceed. ‘ork on the warehouse progressed all month, but some
items on order were lost when the Railroad barge sank.

The camp located in the new yard was operated all month, but
cold weather made the buildings very uncomfortable and the water supply
Was 8 problem.

The garage crew kept in repair the equipment being worked in
this area and overhauled some items secured from Surplus. adn Adams 511
grader was placed in service late in the month, a welcome eddition to
equipment being used for snow removal.
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hiscellaneoust

Foreman Stover reports that he completed repairs to the
Karluk bridge on November 20th; also that he was shipwrecked on the
return trip to Kodiak and head to remain at Nalibut Bay for two weeks,
arriving at Yodiak on Dec. 8 No other reports have been received
from this section. .

Grading operations at the tank farm site were completed
as much as possible. The Railroad was unable to move the power pole
until the latter part of the month, as they were waiting for tha
post hole digger to return from Haines. They then set a new pole
and transferred cost of tne wiring, but the original pole still stands,
and if has large pile of earth still around it that must be removed.
No glaciering has been observed on the site, but across the road, the
Standard O11 Company is having a bad time with ice. Water is seening
out along their north fence line and glaciering-in the upper row of tanks.

Assistant Suserintendent Grammer returned from duty in the
Pairbanss District and is taking a small anount of leave.

aA start has been made on keeping equinment records posted
monthly with tae start of a new cost accounting year, and it is hoped
that this will materially shorten tae time required to work up the
costs in tae future.

Very +

(5,
by,Be De St

Acting Superintendent

ruly yours

evart ,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION { Nov g ..
i.

Artin # vwetelon
feaoan, Alatha

SEEM SLASKAX
Anchorage, dlaska a

November 5, 1948

Mr. Ike P, Taylor
Chief Engineer, A. Re Ce
Juneau, Alaska J
Dear Sirs . Jf .

Following is the situation report from the Anchorage
District for the month of October, 1948s

Paimer Roads

The Palmer roads were maintained throughout the month and
evidently are in fair condition. No opportunity for an inspection
has arisen yet. Foreman <ing has been on leave for several weeks, hut
Foreman Dye reparts taat graveling on the Knik read and tha Hayfiald
road has been completed, and that the crew was moved to Natanuska to
fi11 in a small bridge which is being replaced with a culvert.

A new crossing of the main ling of the Alaska Railroad was
put in by taking a short line change just east of “iasille. Batter
visibility is given by crossing the railroad at right angles.

Greding operations were carried out on the Pittman road,
about three quarters of m mile being complete by the end of the month.

McKinley Park

Operations in this area were suspended the latter part of
the month. Inventory of parts was completed, and equipment for spring
snow removal overhauled. Foreman Diess was transferred to the Anchorage
shop.

Russian River - Homer

An inspection trip was made to this area the last few days
of the month, flying first to Homer, then to Kenai, by car to Seward,
and plane back to Anchorage.

The grading and graveling camp is set up at Anchor Pi. River,
with graveling nearly complete to the camp. The Northwest dragline was
still on the soutn aide of the river, but will be moved across in a few
days. Wet ground on top of the hill north of the river has been
corduroyed and is ready for gravel. The stripping camp is located at
Stariski and has worked to a point about a mile and one half north of
the creek. The camp will move up there in a few days. The waatner has
been very wet but is beginning to tighten up nowe

35/79



4n inspection was made of the proposed East End extension, and
it was found that the “LY line, as submitted on our aketch, is definitely
the best location. As thers are a number of homesteaders on east of oryFritz Creek, most of whom have children of achool age, it would be most

,,

:

desireable to at loast put in the creek crossing this fall and rough in
||

the grade so it can be used during the winter months. Please adviseus ||
~

about thisas soon aa possible.It was found that the heating plant in the Homer garage is very
erude and dangerous, consisting of a drum with a Gicce of pipe drippingoil into it. dn effort is being made to secure something more suitable.

At Kenai, graveling is still being done with the two Euclids, the
carryalla are working out of the camp at the xasilof bridge, and the
clearing crew is working. There is a large swamp to be cordurcyed
and then this crew will be laid off. Work on the Kasilof biidge was
completed the last week in the month. Due to heavy rain during the
month, it was necessary to go back and regrade about four miles of road
that had been completed in September. Mud was hauled off the made and
sand hauled in with carryalls.

The road from Xenai to Kasilof is now open to all traffic, algo, of ..
course from Seward to Kasilof.

A trip was made to Milo 58 on the Seward-Hone road, where it was:
found thet Munter was putting in footings for the first large bridge, Lyset
and Lytle and Green had seve ral miles of road roughed out but less © anes usathan a mile completed. aan PF

Surplus equipment stored in Seward wags inspected and a decision
made on what to ship to A4nchorage and what to take to Kanai. District
Mechanic Peterson accompanied me on the trip.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchoregg local reads are in fair condition. H8fforts have been
made to blade up as much road as possible before frseze-up, eapecially
the most traveled sections. Graveling of part of the Sponard road, from
the top of Romig's hill to Deadman's Curve was started but has been
hampered by breakdown of the shovel and a shortage of trucks. Foreman
Bilodeau was placed in charge of the local work, with headquasters at
the new garage yard. Intermittent snow storms and thawing weataer
during tne day resulted in all roads being very slippery at times, with
consequent troubdlo from inexperienced drivers. Sgnding was done as time
and personnel permitted.

Work on this section was suspended on October 20th. At this time
a passable road had been secured as far as the Potter section house.
About three quarters of a wile remain to ba completed to grade and width
on that section. The grading equipment was moved to the new garage yard
and tank farm site, with the gravel crew going to the Spenard job.

Anchorage =~ Palmer

This section of road was in good shape all month. The Eagle River eer’
bridge was placed in service early in the month, to the great relief of

\all concerned.
a“ A‘
ow

Son

Anchorage = Potter


