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DECEMBER REPORT FOLLOWS ALL OPERATIONS ON MAINTENANCE BASIS
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SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for November, 1950, imohon, osc

Anchorage, Alaska.
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l. By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads.

On Saturday November Lith, a lignt rain started falling, changing to
snow mixed with rain, which continued intermittently until late Saturday night.
This precipitation froze uzon hitting the ground, resulting in a hazardous icy
condition on all roads in the Anchorage-Valley area. Sanding crews started work
late Saturday afternocn and worked continuously Monday morning, in order
that the roads would be in a safe condition for the Honday morning school and
business traffic. lionday evening, the 13th, a wind started blowing and by Tues-
day morning winds with gusts in excess of 45 miles velocity rendered sanding
operations useless. The press and radio stations were notified of the hazardous oy
condition of the roads and the motoring public warned to use every precaution

os

in driving.
No work other than sanding was required to keep the Anchorage reads

in good condition during the month.

b. Potter Road.

Potter Road remained in good condition throughout the month with no

maintenance work necessary.

e. Spenard and Sand Lake Roads.

The freezing rain which fell on the 11th caused extremely hazardous
conditions on the new pavement on Spenard Road, and this portion was heavily
sanded several times to minimize the condition. A few minor accidents occurred
in the vicinity of Romig Hill grade, and considerable adverse publicity was

given by both press and radio over the lack of adequate safeguards on this grade.
Investigation of each accident disclosed that in every case the fault lay not in
the hazardous condition of the road, but with the condition of the driver.
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The only maintenance performed during the month was the sanding of
icy roads as required.

d. Glenn Highway.

The rain which fell during the llth on the lower elevations changed
to snow on the upper reaches of the Glenn Highway, reaching a maximum depth of
3 inches at Mile 77 and & inches at Wile 123. Snow removal was performed on this
portion of the road,

Exceptionally high tides occurring the Lith, augmented by high winds,
raised the water level across the iklutna Flats to such an extent that the water
rose to within 3 feet of the road surface. This high water saturated the fill
around the elephant hut culvert crossing the dklutna Power Plant tail race at
Mile 26 and the receding tide caused such a rush of water through the culvert
that the saturated fill gave way on the up~stream end of the pipe, resulting in
a large cavity urder the east bound traffic lane, with the pavement supported by
an arch of approximately 2 feet of frozen gravel. Barricades were immediately
placed diverting all traffic on to the west bound lane, and the cavity was back
filled with gravel, the first repair being completed by the evening of Ncvember
22nd. On the 23rd another high tide, further increased by an 85 to 90 mile gale,
again saturated the new fill causing further subsidance. Heavy rock rivrap secured
from The Alaska Railroad quarry at iklutna was used to back fill this second cavity,
with a topping of gravel tamped umer the pavement section to fill tiie interstices
in the coarse riprap and provide a uniform support umter the paved section. No
further difficulty has been experienced since the repair was completed.

Heavy sanding of all icy sections on the Glenn Highway was accomplished
between November llth and November 24th, oy which time most of the ice had been
cut over the pavement by traffic.

Glaciers formed at several locations along the Glenn Highway, with
thoseat Moose Creek Hill and 77 utile giving considerable difficulty in their
control, the ice reaching on the pavement through these sections. Stean points
were used to thaw a channel under the ice for water seeping fran the banks. This
has proven fairly successful, with the majority of the seepage flow now collecting
and flowing under the insulating blanket of ice into the gutters and through the
culverts. It was impossible to collect all the water by tnis method and some chip=
ping was required to keep the pavement free of ice at these locations.

Dismantling of the old Matanuska River Bridge was begun on the first
of the month, with all pile bents and false work completed and the bridge jacked
up by November 7th. The high winds during the month forced cessation of activity
for a total of 6 days, but all superstructure steel was removed and stored at the
site by the end of the month. It is estimated that another week's work will cam
plete the dismantling of this bridge.

A detour road one-half mile in length was constructed around the zklutna
Bridge by government forces, for use of the contractor during the construction of
the new bridge across this stream.
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e. Anchorage Depot.

A sand drying bin was erected at the depot early in the month to pro-
vide ea supply of dry sand for spreading on icy roads, as it was found that spread-
ing of damp or frozen sand was extremely difficult.

Construction orerations were started on a combination sign and carpenter
shop adjacent to the new warm storage building, a surplus Pacific hut being used
for this purpose. The 90 mile gale early in the morning of november 23rd com=
pletely demolished the tent in which the sign shop was previously installed, and
caused collapse of the new shop under erection. ‘The paint shop was temporarily
moved into one of the quonset hut barracks, and repairs were made to tne new paint
shop, with construction approximately 50% completed oy the end of the month.

£, Valley Roads.

Several inches of snow fell on the Mountain Roads above the Little
Susitna Hiver during the storm of the Lith, the snow removal required to the old
Road Commission camp site. Several glaciers fcrmed through this seme area, re-
quiring considerable maintenance to keep the road free of ice. Blasting was re~
quired to prevent some of taese glaciers from blocking tne road.

Snow was removed to the Indenendence Mine on the 15th, with the mining
company being oilled for the work performed.

h. Sterling Hizhway.

The fail freeze~up which was early in other parts of the Anchorage
District, was delayed somewhat on the Kenai Peninsula and it was possiole to blade
the reads in good shape with the motor graders before the freeze-up occurred, with
no work required in maintenance after the freeze-up.

4. Cantwell Roads.

During the early part of the month a tote road was constructed on
center line around the Jack River bluffs between iiile 3 and wile 4 of the
Cantwell-rickinley Park Survey. Clearing and stripping was canpleted and grading
approximately 75% completed from Mile 0 to Mile 2. All field work was shut down
by November 17th by heavy snows. 18 inches of snow was on the ground by the end
of the month, with frost penetrating approximately 30 inches. The lowest temper-
ature recorded during the month at Cantwell was ~31°.

York was in progress throughout the month on the installation of in-.
sulation and the radiant heating system in the garage, with finish carpentry
completed in the new mess hall.

j. Farm Roads.

The later freeze~up on the Kenai Peninsula permitted farm road work to
be continued well. into the month, with some work being possible after freeze-up.
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Clearing, stripping and grading of the North Kenai Road was extended
0.3 miles, with gravel surfacing applied on 3.0 miles of this road constructed
last year. The AnchoreRiver Road was completed by the application of 0.3 miles
of gravel surfacing. ,

,

The very favorable construction season just past has resulted in the
completion of a rather extensive farm road program in the Anchorage District,
with many of the roads being constructed considerably below the preliminary
estimate. Sufficient funds remained in the farmroad allotment after completion
of the balance of the program, tlut it was possible to perform clearing and strip-
ping this fall of two roads on the Xenai Peninsula which were not scheduled for con-

struction until next season. Clearing and stripping was accomplished on,4 miles (0-4)
of the Deep Creek road netween Homer and Ninilchik to serve five homesteads in
the Deep. Creek area, Clearing and stripping was also extended 0.5 miles on the
Homer fast Hill Road.

2. By Contract:

a. Glenn B-l, Contract No. I-arc-#161.

No construction work was performed on this contract during the month,
with engineering forces continuing with final {~sections in the field and computing
quantities in the office. Field work was discontinued and the Palmer ess Hall
shut down on November 24th. Final field X-sections were completed between Stations
2,021 and 2,355 and between 2,374 and 2,516. Final X-sections were plotted and

planimetered and earthwork quantities canputed on approximately 75% of the total
job, with overhaul computed on 68% of the contract.

be

Final touching up of the areas graded during October was accomplished
by the contractor on November i, with no construction operaticns performed after
that date.

One field enzineering party re-ran check levels on bench marks between
Mile 110 and 124, this work being completed on the 17th of November, and the field
crew was orought into Palmer for the winter season,

c. Anchorave arehouse tddition, Contract No. I-arc-4272.

Fair progress was made by the contractor on the interior work in the
office addition to the warehouse, with partitions completed and all finish electri-
cal and plumbing work installed. Delay in delivery of the thermopane windows pre-
vented completion of this project in November. This phase of work and final paint-
ing is all that remains to complete the contract,

ee

Work performed by the contractor on this bridge consisted of rock ex~

cavation in. preparation for the east pier, with this nork completed and operations
discontinued on November 8th,

Glenn 8-2, Contract No. J-arceL2l1

Eklutna Bridge, Contract No, T-arc-4299
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3. Weather,

Weather generally continued cold throughout the month with a minimum tem~
perature at Anchorage of -99. Temperatures rose to 32° for a short veriod during
the llth, with the temperature rise accompanied by light rain changing to inter-
mittent snow and rain. High winds, ranging in velocities from 30 to 35 miles per
hour with occasional gusts in excess of 45 miles per hour began blowing on Monday,
November 13th and died out Tuesday, November 14th. ‘Winds came “p again on the
evening of Wednesday, Novemver 22nd, wita velocities in excess of 90 miles an hour
during Thursday, November 23 and dying out by the evening of Friday, November 24th.

4. Miscellaneous.

Ur, Rivenes, District mnsineer, and Mr. Peterson, District Mechanic, made
an inspection trip of reads in the Kenai Peninsula, leaving Anchorage, Tuesday,
November 2Sth, and returning Thursday, November 30th.

T. I. Rivenes,.
District Engineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for October, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska.

1. By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads.

Drainage of rmdside ditches along Fireweed Lane has long been a
serious problem, The gradual increase in subdivision and hane construction
between Potter Road end Spenard Lane during which driveways and subdivision
streets were constructed promiscuously merely by filling the roadside ditches,
has gradually aggravated this condition until it became necessary to take
drastic steps to alleviate this situation. New and deecer drainage ditches
were constructed during the month, and culverts installed under driveways and
subdivision read intersections, the property cwners involved bearing the cost
of the pipe required in installaticn of driveway culverts, and the Alaska Read
Commission securing and installing the necessary pipes at subdivision road inter-=
sections. No provision nas ever been made for cross drainage from Fireweed Lanes,
with the result that in spring thaw water has stayed in the rm@dside ditches until
it gradually seeped into the ground. It will probably be necessary in the future
to construct an adequate crainage system, which may reauire acquisition of ease=
ments through private property for a drain ditch to carry the surface water to
the lower ground along Chester Creek. At the present time, however, an experiment
is being tried, of digging a sump hole at the low spot in the roadside drainage
ditch, carrying the sump into the underlying gravels with boulders secured from
crusher rejects at Wells! gravel pit, in an attempt to expedite percolation of
surface water,

{c
k

od %
n_

Routine grader maintenance was performed on the balance of the local
roads, with all ditches and culverts cleaned and marked for winter freeze-up.

be Potter Road,

Crushed gravel surfacing was applied on the new roadway fill between
the south city limits of Anchorage and Fireweed Lane, aporoximtely 2,000 cubic
yards of crushed material being required for this purpose. Maintenance with
motor grader was performed on the balance of Potter Road during the month.

m
y
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ec. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

Several driveway culverts were installed umier new residential drive-~
ways on Spenard Read during the month. Gravel shoulders along the pavement were
dressed up and shaped just before freeze-up, which occurred unseasonably early
this year. Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Roads were caught by the freeze-up be~
fore the final blading and shaping of these roads was accomplished, resulting in
their being frozen in a rather rough condition, An effort was made to blade these
roads to alleviate this condition but the inordinantly low temperatures had frozen
the surface to such an extent that the blades could not touch the surface.

d. Glenn Highway.

A short sag developed in the east lane of pavement at Hile 13.3 on the
sharp curve approaching the tagle River Bridge, similar to that which occurred
on Spenard Road at Romig Hill earlier in the season. This depression was filled
with plant mix surfacing secured fron the plant orerated by the &13th Aviation
Engineer Battalion at rort Richardson. The cooperation which has been given the
Road Commission this season by the officers and men of the military engineers
stationed at Fort Richardson, particularly the 925th Engineering Aviation group
and the 813th Aviation ungineer Battalion, in furnishing equipment, men, and supplies
for vse in emergency patching projects has been very gratifying, as it has made it
possible to complete work which othe rwise could not have been accomplished befare
next spring.

Shoulders and ditches were shaped and dressed on the canpleted Glenn A
contract between Anchorage and Palmer, with all. shoulders in good condition at
the fraeze-up.

McLaughlin Inc., contractors on the Section B-l of the Glenn Highway,
closed down construction operations on October 14, and this section was taken
over for winter maintenance at that time. The contractor left the roadway in ©

good condition, and only routine maintenance was required during the balance of
the month. Several inches of snow fell on the higher elevations of Section Bel
during the storm which occurred in the middle of the month, with 25 miles of snow
removal required to keep the road open to traffic,

A request was received from the Bureau of Reclamation for the ditching
and winter maintenance of the «klutna Lake Road between the Glenn Highway at Mile 27,
and Kklutna Lake. The existing road was toonarrow to permit the construction of
adequate drainage ditches and it was necessary to widen the roadway approximtely
§ feet for 7 miles of the total of 10 miles of this road. An HD-19 tractor and
doger and Adams Motor Grader:moved in and began widening and ditching operations
on October 18, the work being completed on October 27.
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The approach fill to the new Matanuska River Bridge was constructed
with quantities in excess of 4,800 cubic yards of gravel being required for
this purpose. This work was caupleted and the bridge opened to traffic on
dua evening of October 23.

Repairs to the approach lane at the east end of the Knik River Bridge
were made during the month. Repairs were also made to the deck of the Hagle
River Sridge, several of the deck planks having been brokan due to traffic
Vibration.

Pipe and wire fences were installed in the ditch section on Moose
Creek grade at Mile 54 and in sections between Wile 71 and 72, to prevent the
large rocks and boulders raveliing from the cut slopes from reaching the pave-
ment.

e. Anchorage Depot.
The heating system was installed in the warm storaze building dur ing

the month, with work on this building now completed and the building ready for
USE.

A stock pile of approximately 300 cubic yards of sand for sanding of
icy roads wag prepared in the depot yard. As this sand was wet when brought in,
several pipes were laid in the lower part of the stock pile and an experiment was
made for the thawing and drying of the sand by driving the blast of a flame thrower
into these pipes. This experiment was only moderately successful, and would prob-—
ably be too slow a orocess for drying the amount of sand which might be required
in an emergency, and a 20 cubic yard bunker is being set up, with a system of stean
coils under a 3/8" screen to heat and dry the frozen or wet mterial, The bunker,
after being filled with dry sand, will be covered with a canvas tarp to prevent
precivitation from again wetting the contents.

f. Valley Roads.

All Valley Roads were in good condition for the freeze-up. Snow fences
were installed at several strategic locations where the worst drifting has occurred
in the past. The brush resoval and raising of the road grade in many sections of
Valley Roads during the past season has made posgible the elimination of snow fences
required at these locations in the past, with these extra fences being available
for reinforcement at those points where the worst drifting occurs.
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g- Mountain Roads.
Hatcher Summit was closed by snow during the storm which occurred in

the high mountain region on October 4th through 5th, which closed the road over
the summit for the winter. Snow removal was required between Little Susitna
Bridge and the highway camp after the storm which occurred around the middle
of the month, a total of 10 mileg of snow removal being required te keep the
road open to this point.

Snow was removed to the Independence Mine on the 20th of the month, with
the mine owner paying the cost of the work done.

h. Sterling Highway.

Work on the Sterling Highway during the month consisted of regrading
and widening the swampy areas which had showed subsidance, placing gravel sur~
facing, and shaping the rceadway in preparation for crushed rock surfacing, This
work was complete with rcadway ready for crushed gravel between Mile 1 at Henton
and Mile 41 at Kenai Juncticn; and on the Keri Spur between Kenai Junction and
Kenai, a distance of 11 miles.

All construction on the Sterling Highway was closed down on October 31,
except for a small crew working on sloping the high cut banks between Mile 1 and
Mile 3.

‘
* itt A
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i. Flat Roads. Saat erhh
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X 120
Work was continued on the installation of the warm storage building acp+**

until October & when operations were shut down for the winter. ALL roads in Toe
the Flat area were in fair condition at the end of the season. Foreman Alderson “a/c
has taken annual leave Outside, with a relief operator left in his place for :

a
emergency maintenance of the Flat Airport.

j. Dillingham Roads.

Considerable rain fell in the Dillingham area during the month, re-
quiring considerable maintenance in filling of chuck holes which were constantly
developing during the wet weather. It was possible, hovever, by keeping the
motor grader working constantly during the dry weather to keep the roads in fair
shape, The grade was raised in the approaches to the Scandinavia Creek Bridze,
also gravel fills on either side of the swampy area at Klondike Creek. . During
the periods of heavy rainfall, the time was spent in overhauling equipment in
the shop, with the Sno-go completely overhauled and painted, anda cab installed
on the 0-7 tractor,

Mee,

eh
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k. Bethel Roads. f

The early freeze-up at Bethel found the rads infair condition for
the winter,

Repairs were made to the Bethel Airport under an allotment authorized
by the Territorial Board of Aeronautics. This work was started just before
freezing weather set in, with frost extending approximtely 3 inches into the
ground, by the time the work was completed. Should no unseasonable thaws occur
this will leave the airport in excellent comlition for the winter.

Work continued on construction of the Hil] Road until the freeze-up.

1. Kodiak Roads,

Grader maintenance was performed several times on Kodiak roads during
the month to have then in good condition for the freeze~up.

One of the surplus quonset huts at Fort Abercranbie was blocked up
and prepared for moving to the ARC station site,

m. McKinley Park Roads.

Work at McKinley Park during October consisted of completing the bulk-
head and setting up the crusher in the gravel pit at Mile 11, with the station
closed on October 24.

n, Cantwell Roads. |

%

Work continied on construction of the Cantwell-Paxson Road during the
month, with clearing and stripping completed and a pioneer road pushed through
to the Brushkana River au Mile 32. A 20! X¥ 25! timber bridge was constructed
across Fish Creek at Mile 7.05, with approaches backfilled and the bridge opened
to traffic. The roadway has been completed with pit run gravel surfacing applied
to Mile 10. Portions of road are completed between Mile 10 and Mile 20, with a
total of 18.9 miles of rmdway grading canpleted.

Work continued on construction of the garage, with the concrete pour
for the pipe trenches and floor completed during the month, Temperatures ranging
fron 30° above to 0° required the use af heat to prevent the concrete from freezing.
This has been accomplished with the radiant heating system installed in the floor,
by connecting each section of pipe as it is installed into the hot water circu-
latory systen.

The location party under Locating Engineer Grammer completed the pre-
liminary surveys to and including the Susitna River crossing at Mile 60, In the
return trip, moving camp supplies and equipment back to Cantwell, the towing D3



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

TUN XS OC

Mr. Ghiglione November 8, 1950 p.6

tractor broke down at the Brushkana River crossing and the crew was brought
into Cantwell by Dodge power wagon.

The survey party under ‘Mr. Evancoe completed the Cantwell-—McKinley
Park east side survey, and iir. Svancoe returned to Anchorage on Octeber 2h.

o.
Homer Roads.
Routine grader mainterance was performed on the Homer Raads during

the month with culverts and draimge ditches cleaned and marked.

p. Farm Roads.

Farm Road construction in the Anchorage area consisted of . completing
the construction of the Huffman Road begun last month, with an additional 1.5
miles cleared and stripped and 3.0 miles graded. The Birch Road, connecting
Huffman Road with O'Malley Road 3 miles east of Potter Read, was cleared and
stripped for 1.0 miles and graded for 0.5 miles. Grading consisting of gravel
{i111 was completed on an additional 0.1 miles of the Dowling Read, with the early

ory freeze-up preventing completion of construction of this road, The ‘¥oodland Park
‘sane! Roads (Utah and Lois Avenues) were regraded to Alaska Road Commission standards

and gravel surfaced for a total of 1.3 miles. The Bentti Road in the Natanuska
Valley was completed by the clearing, stripping, and grading of an additional
0.1 mile of rad. Access rads were constructed to the Mountain View School,
with a total of 0.5 miles of roadway being cleared, stripped, graded and gravel
surfaced.

The East Kenai Farm Road, graded last month, was gravel surfaced during
October for a total of 0.4 miles.

2. By Contract:

a. Glenn Bl, Contract J-arc-4161.

McLaughlin Inc., contractor on this section of the Glenn Highway,
was successful, in completing the rough grading and placing of gravel base
course to Mile 102 before the freeze-up, on Uctober 14, RC-3 asphalt pavement “xo

qrew-wes completed from Mile 48 to Mile 84.5 and from 95 to Mile 102, with seal
coat applied to the cavement from Nile 48 to Mile 62. All agctregates necessary
for completion of the olant mixed surfacing and seal coat were processed and
stockpiled for use after operations are resumed next spring. All construction
operations were shut down on October 14, with engineering forces continuing
work throughout the month on final X-sections.

Ms
rat
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b. Glenn B=2, Contract I~arc-4211.

Babler Brothers and Rogers, contractors on Section B+2, commenced

operations on this section late in the month, consisting of roadway excavation
and embankment between Mile 138.5 aml 146.3. Approximtely 16% of the grading
between these limits was completed before the freeze-up fatceu cessation of
activities on October 31.

ce Anchorage Warehouse Addition, Contract I-arc-4272.

The cemesto board for finishing of the inberior walls and partitions
of the warehouse addition were received late in the month, and the contractor
canpleted installation of the interior walls by the end of the month.

do

Clean-up work on the Matanuska River Bridge was completed by the
contractor early in the month, and the grevel approaches were placed by
government forces and the bridge opened to traffic the evening of October 23.

@. Savage River Bridge, Contract I-arc-4274.

Breeden and Smith Company, contractorg on the Savage River Bridge,
completed driving of all oiling for the bridge. Conerete pour was completed
in abutment No. 2, except for the parapet and wing walls; and 4 feet of pier
No. 1 was poured before cold weather forced the shut down of activities on
October 10, ‘

3. Weather.

Light rains fell in Anchorage on October Ath and 5th turning to snow
in the higher elevations. Rain mixed with snow fell on Tuesday, October 10,
with cloudy weather predominating during the first half of the month. The
first heavy frost in Anclorage occurred Monday, October 16, with the latter
half of the month contihuing with unseasonably cold weather, temperatures
seldom being above freezing during the day and novering near O° at night.

a al

t

Bridges, Contract T~are-/,272
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4. Miscellaneous.

Mr. Thoralf I. Rivenes arrived in Anchorage on October l.

Col. John R. Noyes arrived in Anchorage on October 4, returning to
Juneau on October 6.

Ur, Rivenes and Ur. Hatchett made a tour of inspection of the Cantwell
job on October 16, returning to Anchorage October 17, with Mr. Rivenes proceeding
to Juneau on October 22,

Mr. Wm. J. Niemi proceeded to Juneau on October 23 to assume his new
duties as Chief, Operations Division.

Mr. Rivenes returned to Anchorage from Juneau on October 31 to assume
his new duties as District Engineer, Anchorage District.

Hf
Zenee

Tf. I, Rivenes, ‘

District Engineer
CEA: ntm
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Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report far September, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska.

l. By Governnent Forces.

a. Anchorare Roads.

The old pavement on Fourth Avenue Extension to Fort Richardson,
on which no maintenance has been performed since its comoletion, has shown
signs of depreciation this season, with many small deep potholes and several
large badly broxen areas developed. In cooperation with the Aviation Ensineers
who furnisned the plant mixed surfacing and equipment, including compressor
and pavement spades, a new caterpillar grader, and roller, akC forces effected.
repairs to this pavement. Vork of patching was started early in the month,
but mechanical difficulties with the army's asphalt mixing plant preverited
completion until the end of the month. It is hoped that a sealcoat may be
applied to the remaining unsealed pavement, to provide a wearing surface and
prevent further deterioration; this work, if done, will also be in cooperation
with the inegineers.

Work was completed on the bulkhead repairs to the Fourth Avenue
‘bridge across Ship Creek. However, settlement of the appreach fill occurred
at both ends of the bridge, and these sags were leveled up with plant—mixed
surfacing secured from the Engineers hot plant.

Brush has been encroaching on the drainage ditches of Fireweed
ane between Potter Road and Svenard Road, causing the drainage ditches to be
ineffective. This brush was removed, drainage ditches constructed, and drive-
way culverts installed to correct the drainase condition. Ditches and culverts
were also cleaned on the Step-and-a-iialf Road preparatory to the winter freezeun.

Advantage was taken of the heavy rain which occurred early in the
month to deep blade all corrugated gravel roads, while the material was wet
enough to compact thoroughly under the traffic. Only occasional maintenance
with the motor graders has been required since that time to keep the roads in
‘excellent condition,
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b. Potter Road.

Crushed gravel surfacing was completed on Potter Roed between
Fireweed Lane and Potter. In cleaning up the stockpiled crushed gravel, con«
siderable coarse uncrushed gravel becane loaded into the trucks with the crushed
material. It was necessary Lefore final lay down of the surfacing to soread
*the loose gravel and work the coarse material to the surface, from where it was
drifted off the shoulders with the blades. This work, fortunately, was canpleted
just before the heavy rain with the result trat a much better job of processing
and laying of the crushed material was effected than would have been the case
had the material been laid dry.

On Gambell Strect, between the South city limits of anchorage and
Fireveed Lane, the steep grades extending into the Chester Creek Swamp from:the
highlands on either side have presented a serioud hazard to traffic since the
construction of this road, due to the sharp vertical curves amd short sight dis-
tance existing at the tons of the grades. This situation was corrected by cut-
ting down the crest of the hill at the south grade approach, removing the old
bridge across Chester Creek, which was replaced with a 10-foot by §0-foot elephant
hut. culvert, and raising the road to grade across the creek avproximately 6 feet.
Right-of-way problems prevented similar treatment at the north approach and it
was necessary to construct a heavy gravel fill at this end in order to ease the
vertical curve and improve the sight distance. The entire across the Chester
Creek Swasip was raised approximately 3 feet and the roadway was widened to the
28-foot through road standard.

It is believed by this office that this portion of the Seward be

Highway, mileage of which has been included in Houte 75 in the past, should be <i)
*

included with foute 75=]P. Unless instructions te the contrary are received from SEthe Headquarters Office, this road will be so treated in the annual report.
All culverts and ditches on Potier Road were cleaned and slopes

dressed, and culverts marked in preparation for tm winter season.

¢. Spenard and Sand Lake Read,

The bridge across Campbell Creek on the Campbell Station Road
began to show serious deterioration in the decking. Several broken planks in
the old deck were removed and replaced, and the entire bridge deck re-covered
with material salvaged from the old Feters Creek Bridge.

Several culverts were installed on the Campbell Station Road to
improve the drainage conditions which ve resulted in the development of mud
holes diring the sprin; break-up period in the past, and ditches were cleaned
and deepened where neressary to effect drainage. Ditches and culverts were

ha
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cleaned and marked on Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Road, and several driveway
culverts installed to improve drainage and prevent the ponding of water during
the spring break-up, Occasional maintenance with motor graders kept the read
surface in good condition during the month.

dad. Glenn Highway.

Work performed by government forces on the Glenn Highway con=
sisted of blading the roadway between iwile 102 and Mile 124, clearing sluffed
reak from tne roadway, clearing ditches and cloaning and marking culverts.

Considerable damage was done to the Caribou Creek Eridge at
Mile 107 by an Alaska Freight Lines truck on September 9. The truck went out
‘of control while descending the steep prade approaching the bridge from the
east, ard in attempting to negotiate the sharp curve on to the bridge, the
trailer side-swined the main truss member at the northeast corner of the bridge,
then careene from side to side of the bridge before coming to a complete stop.
A report of the accident with photographs and requisitions for replacement. men-
bers has been forwarded to the Headauarters Office.

@. Anchorage Derot.

{The warm storage building was painted during the month, and a
chimney installed. Installation of the heater will complete tne alterations
to this buiiding and make it ready for use.

The heavy rains which occurred during the 12, 13, and 14 showed
drainage facilities from the parking lot in front of the warehouse to be in-
adequate, and a vide flat ditcn was constructed from the edge of th paved
parking apron to the main drainage ditch along the south side of the warehouse,
to correct this condition.

The new 7iTon G2 Federal wrecker was received from Army Surplus
and it was found tnat all the major accessories end equipment on the wrecker
had never had tne original coating of preservative removed, with the accessories
still in their origimal packing crates. Repairs necessary to put this salvaged
equipment inte operation corsisted of cleaning off tie protective couting,
applying paint and installing one 12 volt storage battery. ‘the D-6 Caterpillar
tractor also secured from salvage can be put into operation with minor repairs
and adjustments. Several other minor items of equipment and saop tools were
secured from salvage.

f. Valley Roads.

Road sice brush removal was acconplished on an additional four
miles on Route 35-3, and favorable weather conditions permitted burning of’ the
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majority of the brush removed during the previous:summer months. ‘ork per-
formed on Yalley toads this season in brushing and ditching alone, has created
a remarkable change in the appearance of the rads and the attitude of the
Valley residents.

Only routine gracor maintenance was required to keep the Valley
Roads in good condition through the month.

g. Mountain Roads.

Light snows fell on the tountain Roads between the l2th and 4th
of the month, but presented no serious difficulty in keeping them open, to
traffic. .

Deep ditching was undertaken at several places in an attempt to
minimize the washing which has proven detrimental at these points during the
past. Culverts were cleaned and mrkec, with a few culverts being re~layed
to a deeper grade.

Only minor maintenance has beer required to keep the Mountain
Roads in good condition, since several of the mines closed down operations
during the month and heavy hauling has lessened considerably.

hb.

Fomal opening ceremonies of the Sterling Highway were held at
the Kenai River Bridge on September 6, 1950 with many celebraties and civic
officials participating in the program, and a crowd of more than 500 people
in attendance.

Construction.work on the Sterling Highway during September con~
sisted of grading and shaping of 16 miles between the Kenai Junction and Moose
River, preparatory to placing crushed rock surfacing. Between Stariskey Creek
and Diamond Creek on the Homer section of the road, considerable subsidance
occurred in the swampy areas, with heavy filling recuired to bring this section
to standard width and grade. Crushed gravel surfacing was placed and processed
on 2.5 miles of the road, Shoulders were shaped, ditches graded, and culverts
cleaned and‘marked on the completed sections of the roadway,

Fiat Roads.

General maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the month
with ditches graded and culverts cleaned ani marked. The bridge over the oid
Miscovich Mine ditch, wiich collapsed last month, was recorstructed over the
newly constructed mine ditch. The warm storage building secured from surplus
was moved to the maintenance station site, and preparation for its use as a
warm storage building was practically; completed during the month,

Sterling Hichwa
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j. Takotna Roads, ro
a !

Maintenance work for the summer season on the Taxotna Roads was
completed, and the camp closed down on September 21. 411 roads in the Takotna
area were in fair condition at the end of the season, although heavy traffic
between Sterling Landing and Cantwell has damaged gravel surfacing placedearlier tnis spring, and it will probably be necessary to regravel portionsof this section next spring before heavy hauling is resumed. All culverts
were cleaned and marked and ditches in general were graded. There are several
miles of roadway upon which brush has encroacned into the ditches so badlythat ditches in tais section couid not be graded, Clearance of this brush
ids slated for high priority early in the 1951 season.

k. Dillinvham Roads.

No report has been received from Foreman Palmer at Dillingham.
1. Bethel Yoads,

Heavy rains occurring in the Bethel area early in the month made
constant maintenance necessary during this peried. Construction of the new
read, Route 92-13, continued, with all fill material being hauled from the
gravel pit at the beach. To expedite the progress of the work, a D-4 Cater—
pillar tractor with bull dozer was rented locally. As this road ig all located
through a permafrost area, it was nemessary to kecp the trucks on the fill atall times during construction, which required the construction of turnarounds
at..frequent intervals, materially slowing the progress of the work. Gradingwas completed on the 24th of the month.

m. Kodiak Roads.

Routine maintenance was verfcormed on Kodiak Reads during the
month, with gravel being hauled to fill soft spots as they developed. Ditches
were graded end culverts cleaned and marked in preparation for the winter season.

n. Talkeetna Roads.

Maintenance worlc on Talkeetna Roads was completed during the
month and the crew under i‘oreman ‘ulvaney returned to Anchorage on the 23rd.All roads were in fair shape at the end of the season, with ditches gradedand culverts marked and cleaned.
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0. McKinley Park Roads.

Only a minimum of blading was required to keep the roads in fair
condition during the month, with culverts cleaned and staked to Mile 12. The
Three-]ake Trail was cleared of new growth of brush for two miles, and brush
cleared amd deep ruts filled on three miles of the Savage River Trail.

Grading of the line changes was completed and bridges constructed
at Mile 3.5, 12.8, 19.5, 19.5 and 20.4, with gravel back £111 completed and
bridges opened to trarfic, Slightly in excess of 1500 abic yards of gravelfill were required in tne onstruction of these changes.

Concrete aggregates were hauled to the Savage River Bridge site
for use by the contractor in construction of the abutments for this bridge,
Work was continued’ setting up the. rock crusher, with construction of the bulk-
head for the primary feed well underway,

p. Cantwell Roads.

Construction of the Cantwell-Paxson Road continued during the
month, with the stripping crew working from camp located at Mile 23.5, Stripping
work has been extended to Wile 26, with grading completed on an additional 2.75

|

miles of road, and gravel surfacing placed on 3 miles.

The mess hall and dormitory was completed ani occupied on the
26th of September, with carpenter crews continuing work on insulating wanigans ,installing quonset huts at the permanent camp, amd installing insulation andfloor in the garage building.

' Under Locating ingineer Grammer, the advance location party moved
to a camp located at !!ile 50. A D-8 Caterpillar Tractor, replacing the TD-14,is working with the advance crew and constructing an airfield at the new campsite. The survey party under kr. gvancoe moved into camo at Carlo late in the
month, with the preliminary survey of the Cantwell-NcKinley Park east line
completed between Mile 6 ard Mile 16.

q. Homer Roads,

‘ork on Homer roads consisted of widening and gravelling 1.6 miles
of the West Hill Road and regravelling the Bast End Road east of Fritz Creek.

Two 6,000 gallon fuel tanks were installed at the Homer dock and
a 4,000 gallon gasoline tank was installed at the depot.. Routine grader main-
tenance was performed on the balance of the Homer roads, with ditches graded
and culverts cleaned and marked, in preparation for the winter season.
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r. Farm Roads.
Favorable construction conditions, particularly in the anchorage

area, made it possible to complete all Biarm Road projects originally approved
for construction, with funds and time permitting construction of a considerable
additional mileage of roads, |.uk1t in the order of priorities set up in the
spring program, Grading of 2.5 miles of O'Malley Road completed the projects
estimated for this season, Additional constriction this month included clesring,
stripping and grading of 0.1 mile on the Bentti Road; awed clearing and stripoing,
grading and surfacing of 2.6 miles on the #ish Creek Road; and clearing and
stripping of 1.5 miles on the Huffman toad. farm Road work in the kenai sector
includes clearing, strioping and grading of 0.6 miles of the Hast Kenai Road;
and clearing, stripping and grading of 0.5 miles of the AnchaRiver Road, with
gravel surfacing placed on 0.2 miles of this road.

2. By Contract,

a. Glenn 4A.

Yiork was completed on this project during the month and the job
accepted by the Bureau of Publis Roads.

b. Glenn Bel, Contract T-arc-4161.

Rough grading was in progress along Long Lake Grade between
Stations 2,006 and 2,083 and through tha hiuddy Creek area, Stations 2,251 to
2,443. Crusher base course has been completed to Staticn 2,000 and between
Station 2,450 and Station 2,850.

No pavement was laid during the month as the contractor was
moving and setting up his plant at the new location. Pavementhas been
pleted to Staticn 1,907.

c. Glenn 8-2, Contract I-arc+i.211.

The skeleton engineering crew continued working on office and
field design, and no construction operations have commenced on this project.

d. Warehouse Addition, Contract I[-are~4272.

The contractor has completed installation of all insulation, and
laying of the sub-floor. Due to an oversight in design, a minor revision was
necessary in the installation of several electrical outlets, Delay in delivery
of thermapane windows has required the contractor to install temporary plexi~
glass windows,
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e. Bridges.

Contract T-arce-427h.

Construction was completed on the Matanuska Hiver Bridge at the
end of the month, with only clean-up work remaining on the contract. Several
boxes of dardelet nolts consigned for this job were never received, and to
complete the assembly of the bridge, the contractor secured bolts from Seattle
and shipped them to Anchorage by air freight late in the month, Construction
of the bridge aporoaches will be canpleted early in October and the bridge
opened to traffic.

Savage River Bridge, Contract IT~are-428h.

Driving of piling was completed on abutment No. 2, forms and
reinforcement steel were set and the abutment soured. Piles were driven for
piers 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and excavations completed for abutmert No. 1.

3. Weather.

The weather has been mild with cloudy weather predominating. 4
heavy rain fell during the 12, 13, and lth of the month.

4. Miscellaneous.

Colonel John R. Noyes, Commissioner of Roads for Alaska, and
Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Chief sngineer, arrived in Anchorege Tuesday, September 5,
proceeding to Kenai, wednesday, September 6 to attend the opening ceremonies
of the Sterling Highway. kr. Ghiglione returned tec Anchorage \jednesday, Sep~
tember 13, proceeding to Glenallen and Valdez Thursday, September 14.
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Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for August, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska

1. By Government Forces:

ae Anchorage Roads.

The unusually dry weather during the month of August made it
possible to keep the Anchorage roads in good condition with only routine
blading with motor graders,

Work was started on repairing the bulk heads on the Fourth
Avenue-Ship Creek Bridge late in the month. C

, \
During the past spring break-up, considerable difficulty was \

encountered in getting the school busses into the new Mountain View School,
and a new access road was constructed into the school property from Parsons
Avenue, the existing access road was improved and gravelled and a connection
constructed between the existing and new access roads.

b. Potter Road.

Work on the Potter ead during the month consisted of bringing
low fills to grade with pit run gravel, and placing crushed rock surfacing
on the prepared grade. Two miles of roadway were regraded with pit run gravel,
with three miles cveing surfaced with crushed rock, which required approximately
2,875 cubic yards of crushed material. One-48 inch corrugated metal pipe cul-
vert was extended 8 feet to orovide a full width radway at this point.

¢c. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

A short area of the new paved highway at Romig Hill showed signs
of serious subsidance, the cause or which has not been determined, but may be
due to perma-frost. As this occurred on a steep winding grade, it was necessary
to place approximately 4% Tons of plant-mixed surfacing to eliminate the hazardous
depression, The patch was placed by hand raking methods, and as the only materia).
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available for patching was mixed with heavy paving grade asphalt, it was im-
perative that the work be done rapidly before the mix nad lost sufficient heat
to be impossible to handle. Compaction of the patch was attempted with the new

vibratamper, and it was found that this piece of equipment while satisfactory
on small patches less than two feet in widvh, or on which the vibratamper will
more than cover the entire pauch, is inadequate on any larger patch, as it is
impossible to control the vibrating screed, which has a tendency to dig on one

edge or the other and will not maintain an even plane in tamping, resulting in
a patch full of corrugations. An attempt was made to rerake the surface of the
large patch and to smooth up with fresh material the corrugations developed by
the vibratamper, and final compaction was obtained by rolling with a loaded truck.
The resulting repair job, while slightly rough, has eliminated the hazardous
condition previously developed.

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the balance of the
Sand Lake Roads, although favorable weather through the month permitted a mininum
of maintenance.

d. Glenn Hishway.

Routine maintenance consisting of cleaning ditches, removing rocks
from the roadway, and blading with motor grader was performed on the Glenn High-

- Way between Mile 102 and Mile 124, the portion of this highway on which main-
tenance has not been assumed by tha contractors,

Dardalet bolts were installed in the Peters Creek Bridge, the
approach was back filled, and the bridge opened to traffic the afternoon of
August 23.

An approach fill was constructed on the west end of the iatanuska
River Bridge to permit driving of piles for false work by the contractor.
Approximately 772 cubic yards of gravel were required for this purpose.

Widening of bridges on the Glenn Hignway was interrupted for this
season by the wreck on August 1 of the Byers crane, which was being used for
driving piles for these bridges.

On August 19, the garage at hiile 115 burned to the ground,
destroying the Adams motor grader No. 1280, a small compressor, sundry small
tools, and numerous items of minor engineering equipmert,.

‘@. Anchorage Depot.

Work at the depot consisted of installing concrete floors and
hanging the doors in the warm storage building.
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Necessary repairs were performed in the Anchorage shop to put
the Byers Crane cack in operation on august 19, and this equipment was used
as a dragline in the depot yard during the balance of the month, excavating
new drainage ditches from the septic tank.

f£, Anchoraze Asvhalt Plant.

The plant was in routine operation during the month, with the
plant crew painting the entire tank farm installation during their spare time.

g. Valley Roads.

Brushing and ditching was accomplished on 2 miles and spot
gravelling on 4 miles of the iishook Road, Route 35+B, between ‘iasilla and
Fishook Junction. Brush was removed and adequate drainage ditches constructed
on an additional 2 miles of Route 35-G. The line change eliminating eight
sharp reverse curves on Route 35-H, oetween Palmer and Wasilla, was completed
during the month, with approximutely 100,COO cubic yards of excavation being
made to effect this improvement. The Cotticnwood Creek Sridge at the mouth of
Wasilla Lake was redecxed with materials salvaged from the old Peters Creek
Bridge.

Three-24" x 30' corrugated metal culverts were installed on
Route 35-J to improve the drainsge situation on this route.

Maintenance vas performed with motor graders on all other Valley
Roads, which kept them in good condition throughout the month.

h. Mountain Roads,

Favorable weather made it possible to keep the Mountain Reads
in good condition with a minimum of grader maintenance.

i. Sterling Highway.

Work on the Sterling Highway consisted of regrading and wideningfills which had subsided through swampy areas, placing pit run gravel surfacing,
and crushed rock surfacing. Pit run surfacing was placed on a total of 7.5
miles of road, completing this phase of the work over the entire route; ard
crushed rock surfacing was placed on 4.0 miles oi roadway.

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the remainder
of the route,
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js Flat Roads.

General maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the month.
fhe bridges at Mile 3 and across the Miscovich Mine ditch on Route 33-F collacsed
under a heavily loaded zravel truck. The bridge at Mile 3 was repaired; the one
over the ditch was removed and the ditch tack filled as the mine operator is
reconstructing the ditch in a new location. Upon completion of tne construction
of the new ditch, this bridge will be replaced at the new location.

ACS
; One of the old GAxX warehouse buildings at Flat was secured from

war surplus and is beinz moved to the Flat maintenance station site to be used
as a warm storage building,

k. Takotn2 Roads, .

Work was completed on the grading, ditching and gravelling of the
Little Creek Road during the month. Heavy gravelling was olaced through the
Gaines Creek flats between Takotna and Ophir, and brushing and ditching was
underway between Little Creek and Opiiir at the end of the month. Maintenance
witn graders kept the road between fakotna and Sterling Landing in fair condition
throughout the month.

le Dillingham Roads.

The fill across the swamp at the iiood River gravel pit showed
considerable subsidance during the early summer, and a new culvert was installed
and this fill raised approximately 2 feet. Spot gravelling was accomplished
between Picketts and ijindmill Hil}, and two small hills on the Wood River Road
were cut back on flat slopes to eliminate a serious snow drifting condition
which has recurred every winter. Bridges were repaired at the creek crossing
by the ood River gravel pit and at the PAF pipe line crossing.

Metal siding on the rear of the new garage was extended to the
ground to eliminate serious leaking on this portion of the building, and the
garage was wired for electricity and electric Lishts installed,

mM. Bethel Roads,

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sand to the new road,
Route 925B. It was found that approximately 1,000 feet of this road was
routed over ground which had been thawed fron 6 to 20 feet deeo, requiring
placing of exceptionally heavy cordoruy, and more sand fill than had been
anticipated through this area.
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Maintenance with the drag grader kept the balance of the Bethel
roads in fair condition throughout the month.

n. Kodiak Roads.

The unusually dry weather prevailing during the month permitted
the Kodiak roads to be kent in excellent condition with a minimum of main-
tenance.

The break water at Kission Beach was completed, and clearing,
stripping and grading for the garage building was underway at the end of themonth.

o, TIliamna Roads.

No work was accomplished om the Jliamna roads during August.

pe Talkeetna Roads.

Work was completed on the Petersville end of the road with the
repair of the bridge at Sluell's, and the camp was moved to Talkeetna Landing
early in the month. Gravelling between

Gorado-?
and Moose Creek was in progress

at the end of the month. Crero

as McKinley Park Roads.

Rain and small floods which occurred early in the month caused
wash outs and slides at Mile 9 and Mile ll. ‘Wash outs were quickly repaired
although small slides recurred throughout the month. Rains also caused slides
between Mile 45 - 46, Mile 53, and between Mile 63 - 68, Sridges at Mile 3.5
and Mile 20.4 were canpleted, approaches back filled, and bridges opened to
traffic diring the month. The bridge crew was moved to the Savage River camp
on the 9th, and work was underway on the bridge at Mile 19.4 at the end of the
month, Bridge construction has been delayed by lack of a boiler of suffici mt
steam capacity to keep the pile driver operating; heavy boulders encountered
in the stream bed also retarded progress. The line change at Mile 12.8 was
graded and gravel surfaced, and 380 cubic yards of gravel was hauled to the
National Pari Service water supply.

A line revision between Mile L].1l and 11.3 was staked and cross~
sectioned, and a contour map of the overflow area is being prepared, from which
studies of the bridge site and channel, change can be made,

r. Cantwell Roads.

Clearing and stripping was accomplished on 2.5 miles of Route 76-0
during the month, with this phase of work now canpleted to Mile 20. Grading was

~ 5
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completed on 5 miles of road, with a total of 11.4 miles of grading completed
to date.

Concrete foundations and floors were poured for the generator
building, and the floor of the 20' x 60! warehouse was poured. The mess hall~
dormitory is now 80% completed,with further progress on the garage building
halted pending receipt of electric wire, insulation, and radiant heat piping.

The advance location party under Locating Engineer Grammer moved
ahead to a new camp at Chief Creek, LU, miles east of Brusnkana Creek, on the
27th.

Relocation was completed between Mile 21.5 and Mile 27, and the
survey party under Mr. Evancoe moved to Windy cn the 30th.

s. Homer Roads.

Gravelling was accomplished on a portion of the Diamond Ridge
Road, from a pit Located at iiile 8 on the Sterling Highway, with routine main~
tenance performed on the balunce of the Homer roads during the month.

t. Farm Roads.

An additional two miles of roadway were cleared, stripped and
graded on the Campbell sirfield System, completing this portion of the Farm
Road construction program, ‘iork was commenced on the construction of O'ialley
Road, extending from Potter goad easterly 4.0 miles, with the entire 4 miles
cleared, stripned and grading canpleted on 1,5 miles. Clearing and stripping
was accomplished on 1.0 miles of the Dowling Road, wnich will connect the
southerly terminus of the new Campbell airstrip System with Potter Road,
Grading of 0.2 miles of this road was completed during the monuh.

Reconstruction of the old Kasilof Road was completed during the
month, with 3.6 miles cleared, stripped and graded. The road to the Webb and

Ramsdell homesteads was constructed for a total of 1.6 miles, and the road from
the Sterling Highway to Skilak Lake completed for 1.0 mile.

2. By Contract,

‘ae Glenn A.

Seal coat was applied to the pavement between the Fort Richardson
east gate and Chugiak, and between iiile 0 and the west gate to Fort Richardson,
Sealing of the partion through the base was deferred until late in the month
pending determination of the efficacy of the corrective measures taken to eliminate

om & om
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bleeding of the pavement within the Fort. The project was 97% completed at
the end of the month.

b. Glenn Bl, Contract I-are-416l.

Grading and crushed rock surfacing has been completed on this
project to Kile 85 and between Mile 100 and Nile 102. Pavement has been
laid to Mile 84 and the crusned rock surfacing primed to iiile 85, Grading
was underway between iiile 85 and Mile 86, and between Mile 97 and Mile 100
at the end of the month, Wo paving wags in progress during the Last week of
the month, as the contractor was moving his hot plant to a new setup at Mile 94.

Engineering work on the final profile, grades and construction
Xesections was practically completed by the end of the month, with setting of
slope stakes and final grade stakes in progress as needed. Office engineering
work on the final design was 75% completed at the end of the month,

ce. Glenn 2-2, Contract T~arc-4211.

No work was performed by the contractor on this project during
-the month, with engineering forces continuing on

slope staking and the prepa-
ration of design.

d. Warehouse Addition, Contract T-arcei272,

Work performed on the ifarehouse Addition during the month con-
sisted of completing installations of the heating and electrical rough—in,
the stairway from the second to the third floor, and the exterior siding.

Work in progress at the end of the month consisted of installing
the roof drainage system and installing insulation in the ceiling.

.The Plumbers! strike has delayed completion of this addition,
and the contractor has requested a 30-day extension of time.

@. Bridges, Contract I-arc=4274%

The Peters Creek Bridge was completed and opened to traffic
during the month. Ten bents were driven for false wrk on the Matanuska
River Uridge, and structural steel was being placed on this bridge at the
end of the month,

The contractor,for the Savage River Bridge, Contract—I-are—4284,
moved in and set up a camp and began excavation for the concrete footings and
retaining walls. A pile driver was set up late in the month and work was begun
driving piles for piers of this bridge.J
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3, Weather.

Temperatures during August have been normal, with little rain,
and cloudy weather predaminating.

4. Miscellaneous.

Mr. G. MW. Tapley, Chief, gngineering Division, Mr. Thoralf Rivines,
Materials Engineer, and kr. Harry Bates, Safety Engineer, arrived in Anchorage
Thursday, August 17. Mr. Bates proceeded to Fairbanks on Friday, August 18
and Mr. Tapley returned to Juneau on Saturday, August 19 after inspection of
jobs in the Anchorage area,
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PeSUBJEC!: Monthly ptogress report for July 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska,

a. Anchorage Fonds,

Roads in the Anchorage area were kept in excellent condition
throughout the month by maintenance with motor graders,

Rains during the lstter vart of the month raised the flow of
Shiv Creek and started erosion of the toe of the north sporcach to the
Post Road Bridge. It has been necessary to hnul material to fill heles
which developed at this point of weelness, and it is planned to lower the
bridge bulkhead to remedy this condition.

b. Potter Road. \
The work of fillings sags which developed during the winter —

continued through the month, and crushed rock surfacing was ‘placed on the “2,
4.5 miles which had previously been regraded, Approximately 2,8C0O cubic ty
yards of crush rock surfacing were placed, and an ajditionsi 4 miles of
roadway regreded, iaintenance with motor grader was performed on the
balance of the Potter Road through the month,

Cc. Sand Loke and Sand Lake Loon Road,

Cn the Sand Lake. loop Road between Potter Poad and the Campbell
Creek crossing considerable settlement has occurred through the swampy
eres. Grevel fill was placed through this area to bring the road to grade,
and spot gravelling was accomplished on several other low spots on the
remainder of the Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Roads. Maintenance with
motor graders kept the route in good condition throughout the month,

a. Glenn Highway.

Maintenance on the Glenn Highway has been assumed by the con~
tractors from Anchorage to Mile 102, ‘ork performed on this route through
the month consisted of repairing a small slip at the west end of the Helutna
River bridge, resetting the rocker bearing at the southeast end of the Mooss
River bridge and installing persanent traffic signs,

By Government Forces.
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Concrete aggregates for the construction of the abutments

of the Peters Creek bridge were hauled to the site by government forces
during the month.

Widening of narrow bridges on the Glenn Highway contimed
throughout the month, with the bridges completed to Mile 114.

The bridge painting crew completed painting of the super
structure of the Knik River bridge, and tightening of the bolts and
spot painting of bolt heats on the sub structure of spans ] and 5,.

Maintenance, consisting of digging out and regravelling frost
voils as they occurred, and blading with motor grader, was accomplished
during the month between Mile 102 and bile 124, the vortion of the Glenn
Highwoy on which the contractor has not commenced construction operations.

e. Anchorage Depot,

The work in the Anchorage Depot consisted of pouring the con»
crete base for the storage racks in the warm storage building, and the
erection of storege racks, ;

éf. Anchorage Asohalt Plant.

The gravel fill placed on the Standard O11 Company vroperty
to permit a direct truck approach to the weighing scales has rroven to
be very satisfactory and no further trouble with the scales is anticipated,
A gate was installed across this apcroach fill during the month, to comply-with the terms of the agreenent with the Standard O11 Company,

' The Asphalt Plant crew worked at spare times during the month
scraping rust from the pipe lines and tanks, urepatory to painting the
entire tank installation,

& Valley Roads,

Brushing and ditching was accomplished on 6 niles of Route 35.8
and 2 miles-of Route 35~G during the month, Work was commenced on 2 line
change eliminating a series of eight sharp reverse curves in a distance of
approximately 3/4 of a mile, on the Palmer-Wasilla road, Route 35-H, with
the entire distance cleared and stripped of a heavy growth of birch and
spruce. Grading of the line change was approximately 60% completed, with
good gravel encountered in ell cuts, ‘York of rehabilitating the Knik Road
was completed during the month, All. soft spots which give the most trouble
during the scring break-up were removed and back filled with gravel, and
eravelling was completed on the remainder of the route, Adequate drainage
ditches were constructed, and culverts installed, which should prevent
recurrence of the prohibitive spring maintenance customary to this route.
A total of 35 ft. of 30 in., 418 ft. of 18 in., and 34 ft. of 15 in. of
corrugated wetal pipe culvert were installed. In several places where
serious snow drifting has occurred in the vast, the road bed was raised
to correct the condition,
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Tyo car loads of bridge timber intended for replacement of
bridges on Valley and Mountain roads were unloaded and stored in the ware=
house at Wasilla.

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the
remainder

of
the Valley Roads through the month,

h, Mountain Roadg.

Routine maintenance consistine of repairing washouts, removing
emal) slides, cleaning ditches and culverts, and blading the road bed kent
the Mountain Roads in good condition throughout the month,

Sterliag Hishwy.de

Regrading and widening of fille which had settled throuch the
winter. was accomplished on 7 miles of the Sterling Highway between Ninilchik
and Kasilof, Gravel aub base was placed between Mile 73 and Mile 32, completion
of which permitted opening the highway to traffic between Xenai and Homer,
Three miles of the highway were surfaced with crushed rock, and approximately
5,000 cubie yards of crushed rock surfacing were stockpiled,

Installation of the dacking and hand rails was completed on the
Kenai River and Moose River bridews, with painting completed on the KenaiY River bridge. The hand rails on the Moose River bridze were provided with‘

ye
coats of yellow paint,

The Gruendler crushing plant, from which the crushed rock sure
Ky tcctne was produced, has proven entirely unsatisfactory la scperation, The

|

rated capacity of the plant 1s 60 cubic yards per hour, while the maximum

4
|

produation obtained to date has been 35 cubic yards per hour, Eran this rate) Coun not be sustained without aumerous breakdowns, which hag resulted in an
average production rate for the month of less then 25 cubic yards per hour,

j
Production costa of crushed rock surfacing have proves so excossire thater operstion of this equipment has deen discontinued,

é de Flat Roads,

Repairs to the bridges and culverts which had been washed out
by ‘the floods which occurred late in June were completed and roads renddred
passable agsin early in ths month, General maintenance work consisting of
cleaning ditches, removing slides and regravelling all washouts was accomplished,
with the roads reuaining passable and in fair condition throughout the month,

k, Takotna Roads,

A petition accommanited ty several. letters siened by residents and
miniag men in the Ophir area expressing dissatisfaction with the condition of
the roads end of the ARC policies, ia the Takotna-Ophir area, was received in
the District Office early in the month, Investigation by the District Engineer’ disclosed that many of the persons signing the petition were not aware of the

~~
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mature eof its contents, nor of the fact that the saveral derogatory letters
were being attached to and made a part of the petition, ‘The general sentinent
expressed by the sreat majority of the poople contacted was that noticsable
improvement has been made on the roads in the Takotna area during the past
two years, and that the nature of the statemonts in the letters was entirely
unwarranted,

Work performed during the month consisted of reditching ond im
proving drainage conditions on the TakotnaOphir road, and -eplacement of the
old bridge acroes Anvil Creek, Considerable regrading wes accomplished on
Little Creek road vhich restored this portion of the route to good condition,
Maintenance with the craders was performed on the Sterling Landing Road, which
kept this road in good condition throughout the month,

i. Dillingham Roads,

Reutine maintenance with the motor grader kept the Dillinghan roais
in good condition during the month, Construction of the new air field runway,
which crosses the present road, reduired rebuilding of the portion of the
route betw-en Klondyke Creek and the air field. The location of the new road
lies through a dense growth of birch and small spruce, with heavy clearing and
ditching required, ‘This work was completed during the month, providing a
eection of road of a considerable higher standard than ths old road,

The road across the swamp between the gravel pit and Squaw Creek
bridge was raised evproximately a foot, providing a level approach to the
deck of the bridge, Regravelling of the portion of the road from the new
air field to the hospital wes started late in the month,

We Bethel Roads.

Construction was completed on the new road, Route 9D-AB, during
the month, Routine maintenance, supplemented with occasional lords of sand
£121 kept the balance of the Bethel koads in good shape.

The investigation for a new source of sand f1il material has proven
diseppoiuting, the most promising ridge on which it was hoped to find a new
supply proving to de nothing but the customary silt.

n.. Kodisk Roads.

York at Xodtak during the minth consisted principally in hauling
rock riprep for the Mission Beach breakwater, Approximately 150 feet of
retaining wall, requiring approximately 400 cubic yards cf riprap material
was constructed, with back f4111 completed behind the buik head,

Ditches were cleaned end several culverts installed on the
Mission Beach road, which kept in fair condition throughout the month,

wooden
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o. Iilliamna Road,

Widening of the roadway through the rock bluff section was contianed
Guring the month, The road was kept passable although continuous heavy rains
during the latter part of tha month slowed all work considerably and made
adequate meintehance difficult. frouble with the old 30 Tractor contributed
to the difficulty encountered in the repair and regrading of the road.

p. Talkeetna Roseds,

Read work on Talkeevan roads eonsisted of eraveliing soft spots as
they developed, clearing small siides, cleaning ditches and culverts, and grading
with the grader, which kept the roads in good condition during the mnth,

Ge McKinley Park Roads.
~~»

- Roads in the park were kept in good condition throushout the nonth,
although heavy freighting by the Caribou Mines developed a number of soft spotsbetween Miles 69 and Mile 87, Gravel was hauled to these as they developed, and
several low spots and small wash outs were filled and widened, A heavy rain
early in the month raised the Toklat River, causing a threat to the road alongthe west bank, A few hours work with the bull dozer diverted the main flow back
inte the center channel of the stream, Little damage was done oy the water, and
the fow small wash outa which occured were repaired by hauling material secured
from small slides in the vicinity, ‘The road to the Kantishna Air Field, and the
Wonder Lake cut-off were grded, which put them in excellent condition. Ditches
were cleaned and rediked to Mile 37, and the upper Igloo Creek channel doepenedto prevent formation of glacidrs on the road, By the end of the month all roads
had beon regravelled and graded, and were in excellent condition,

The survey party under Locating Engineer Grammer completed location
of the line between Carlo and the McKinley Park Hotel, and the party trensferred
to Cantwell at the end of the month, The survey farty undér Resident EngineerRuoff completed ataking the bridge locations at Mile 3,5 and Mile 12.8, with
crose*section comleted for tha culvert at Mile 15.7 and the bridge at Hile 19,5,All materials for the bridges. which are being constructed by government forces
have been receivod and stored at the various bridge sites, The old bridge at
Mile 3,5 was dismantled and salvable material stock piled at the Savage River
camp, Piles for the abutments of this bridges were being driven at the end of
the month,

A contract for the erection of the Savage River bridge was let to
the Breeden and Ssith Construction Company during the month, and this bridges .

was staked on the ground according to the plans. .
Mr. Thoralf Rivines, Materials Engineer, and Mr, Lee D& Lude,

|

District Materials Exeineer, made an investigation of the McKinley Park area -

for the purpose of locating a source of satisfactory ageregates for the concrete
required in the construction of the various bridges to be built in the Park,

Sus
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No deposit of sufficient magnitude tao neet the requirements was discovered, and
is plenned to ship aggregates from Pairbanks to fulfill the needs for this

geacon, Investigation will be continued in an attempt to develop 4 local source
of aggregates before

the next construction season,

te Cantwell Roadg,

Clearing and stripping of the (Cantwell-ePaxson road was completed
+4 Mile 17,5, with erading 35% completed to Mile 14, Grading has been 100%

The surreycompleted on a total of 6,3 niloa of road between these linits,
party under Resident Engineer Jogs has completed relocation of the alignment
te Mile 21.5.

.
Work on the buildings in the depot atea continued, wth the zot x 60!

warehouse, the warahoune platform and storage shed comloeted. fhe bunkhouss vas
framed, roofed and sheeted, with the electrical and plumbing rough-in underway
at the end of tae nonth, Framing was completed on

_

the 40' x 100' garage, with
roofing end siding underway,

8 Homer Reads, «

Work on Homer roads consisted of reditching and regreding the Creasman
Ridge road, widening approximately ,55 of a mile on the rim of the East Fill road
and grading the road to the CAJ7EHF site, Routine maiatenance, consisting of
eravelling aoit gpote in the lower roads and blading with the motor grader, was
performed on the balance of tae Homer roada during the month,

Col, John R, Noyes, Commissioner of Reads for Alaska, weccompanied by
William J, Niemi, District Englueer, Anchorage District, conducted an open
weeting at Homer on Friday, Joly 7, for the purpose of dsteruinings the iocal

Much valucbieopinion of the relative importance of roads in the Homer area,
information was secured as a result of this meeting,

t. Farm Roada,

Work was continued on the Campbell Air Field aystem through the month,
The road connecting with the existing O11 Well road vas completed, which would

This roadhave provided access to this area from either the North or the West,
was wo more than completed when the military euthorities ingtalled a locked gate

road inside the military reservatioa, refusing to in-
and prohibited use of the

Thig seceasitated the conatraction
Th atall a guard station at this point of ingress.

of an additional 3 ailes of road, connecting with the Alrport Heighta road, t9

provide adequate access.

& total of 6,0 niles of road wae cleared and stripped, 6,5 milce were

graded and 3,2 niles were gravel surfaced in this system during the month.

Im the Kenai aren, 3,0 miles of the Old Kasilof Local Road were clearad,
atripped and graded between the Sterling Highway and Kasitor,.

=Ge
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Ge Sy Contract,

a. GlenmdA,

Paving was completed on this contract during the nonth between
Anchorage and Chugiak, and the small sectiona which had failed during the
spring breakeup between Palmer and the Knik River bridge were excavated, back
filled with select material and paved, Sealecoat was applied on the pavement
betwaen Chugiak and Palmer, Continuous rough weather in the latter part of
the month has prevented further progrees of the seal coating operation,

In an attempt to remedy the bleeding condition which has developed
in the major portion ef the pavement laid through Fort Richardson, hot chips
were spread and rolled into the soft surface. This work was limited in extent
to the few warm days which occurred during the month, and it is

questionable4f satisfactory resulta will be obtained by this methad,

Finishing of the shoulders and drainage ditches, and general cleanup
waa underway at the end of the month,

b. Glenn Hishway Bel,

Grading has boen completed on this contract from Mile 48 to Kile 61
and fron Mile 95 to Hile 102, with work in progress between Mile 21 end Hile 95
at the end of the month. Grevel base course has been completod to Mile 79, with
sub-zrade processed and NC=2 prime coat applied to Mile 77, and RO=3 asphalt
pavement laid to Mile 75, with the exception of a 0,5 mile section at Mile 71,
the site of the contractor's crusher set-up, This section will be completed
after the contractor has finished all his crushing operations.

|

¢, Giean Highway Bez.
The contractor has not yet begun any construction operations on this

portion of the Glenn Highway, Engineering work, consisting of taking prelininery
conatruction crogaasoctions in the fLeld and preparation of final design in the
office, was continued throngh the month.

a. Anchoraze-Spenard Roads,

Paving was comleted on this contract during the month, with seal
coat applied, drainage system completed and shoulders finished, Final clean-up
was underway at the end of the month,

e. VYarehouse Addition,

Erection of atructural utes], rough-in of electrical work and plumbing
dnatallation, and the wall and roof sheeting were completed by the end of the
month, with installation of Zinish siding well underway, Installation of finish
Plumbing may be

delayed by the present strike of the Plucbera and Steam
fittersUnion,

a
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tf, Bridges.
ta

ork on the Patere Creek bridge duriug the nonth consisted of
pouring the concrete for the south abutaent, erecting the ateel span, and
pouring the conerete slab deck and curbs, Considerable trouble was encountered
with the Dardalet bolts specified for this bridge, and it will require the use
of longer bolts than those specified, to secure a tight fitting bolt. The

*

pequired bolts have been ordered, and opening of the bridge to traffic will
be postponed until their installation,

No work was perforned on the Matannska River bridge, pending arrival
ef the steel for ita erection.

3, weather,

Temperatures during July have been normal, with rain and clondy
weather predominating throughout the month, The reine which have occurred,
however, have not been of sufficient intensity to cause any serious damage

_

or delays. ;

Col. John R. Noyes, Comminsioner of Reads for Alaeka, arrived in
duchorage from Homer on Saturday, July 8, returning to Juneau on Thursday,.
July 13, .

Mr, G, M. Tepley, Chief, Engineering Division, arrived in Anchorage
from Cantwell on Thursday, July 13, leaving for Glenallen on Friday, July 14.

Mr, A. F. Ghiglione, Cilof Engineer, arrived in Anchorage on Monday,
Jaly 24, preceeding to Glenallen on Tuesday, July 25,

_ My, Harry Bates, Safety Engineer, arrived in Anchorage on Thursday,
July 27, and returned to Juneau Saturday, July 29,

Wm,District Engineer
CEArnta .

=Gn
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le By Government Forcase

@ Anchorage Roads.

Light intermittent rains throughout the month made it possibie
to keep the local roads in excellent condition with a minimum of routine
grader maintenance,

be Potter Road. .

Work on Potter Road consisted of gravelling to grade the fills
which had subsided during the winter and spring months, preperatory to
plecing crushed rock surfecing . iiore than 13,000 cubic yards of pit run
gravel were required to bring approximately 6.5 miles of roadway to grade.

@e Sand Leake Road.

The Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Roads remained in excellent
condition during the month, and only routine grader maintenance was performed.

Maintenance on Section=4A of the Glenn Highvay consisted of
removing the two snow slides which covered the highway at mile 37. The
first slide occurred on June 5, The truck mounted quick-way shovel at
Palmer was moved to the site, and the roadway opened to traffle within
two hours after the slide occurred, with approximately 600 cubic yards of
snow and rock debris removed from the roadway prism.

EQ
IS
e

An unprecedented slide. occurred on the evening of June 19,
covering the roadway to a depth of 12 to 20 feet.. It was necessary to
move equipment down from the 88 mile camp and from the Anchorage sarae,
to attack this slide from both sides. ‘Traffic was held up for approximately
geven hours, while more then 1400 yards of snow and rock debris were
removed to clear the highwaye

unter. Construction Company commenced construction on the
Peters Creck bridge on June 15, and traffic was detoured around the old
road on June 20. It was necessary to remove slurfed rock with the

ow

Glenn Highway
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motor grader before traffic: could utilize this road. ‘The two small
bridges were inspected before traffic was detoured, and posted for five
tons safe load. While the motor grader was in the vicinity to clear the
Peters Creek Detour, a round trip was made over the road to Etlutna Lake
to clear sluffed rock and smooth the roadway. ‘the ane trip put this
road in excellent condition.

*

*

:The big rock slide on Pioneer Feak was intermittently active
throughout the month, and although no single slide of major proportion
occurred, the toe of the accumulated talus is gradually progressing toward
the highway, with occasional large boulders rolling dangerously far down
the slops. Fortunately, the majority of the rodk material is of a com=
paretively soft nature and the larger boulders are disintegrated by im-
pact against the heavy rock talus at the soe of the slide. warning signs
are being left in place.

The small crew painting the Knik Bridge under Foreman Ed. Ueeck,
hag completed cleaning, spot painting, and painting éf dolt heads; and
has completed the first coat of aluminum paint on span #6 and approximately
50 % of span fl. Eigh winds and rain squalls in the bridge area have
prevented this crew from worsing at maximum efficiency.

Maintenance was accomplished throughout the month on Section Bed,
on which Babler Bros. and Rogers Construction Company, the contractor has
not yet commenced operations; and on the portions of Section Bel on which
the contractor, EcLaughlin Construction Company, has done no work, The
operations of the latter company have progressed sufficiently that they
will assume maintenance of the entire section B-l on July 1. The work
accomplished consisted of blading with motor graders, cleaning,culverts,
removing several small mud slides, and spot gravelling frost boils which
appeared on Section Be2 and the upper portion of Section B-l,

@. Anchorege Repdt.

The 4th Avenue extension into the Depot area was greded and
paved during the month, and a parking area was paved adjacent to the ware~
house. Concrete block foundations were pladed for the new warm storage
building; alterations on the old warehouse building being converted to
this purpose are apsroximately 50% completed, with the building now

placed on the conerete block foundation.

‘The Bailey Bridge which was stored at the depot for emergencies,
was recalled by the military, and was returned to Fort Richardson during
the month.

Surplus materials consisting of various office and engineering
stationery, and supplies, and 200 steel drums, were picked up from the
Fort Richardson salvage yard and moved into the depot.
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f. Anchorage Asphalt Plant.

Due to the sharp angle of the approach to the truck wéighing
scales at tho Asphalt Plant, requiting the trucks to drive over the con=
erete foundation and doncentrate their loads on one corner of the scale,
considerable difficulty has been encountered in maintaining an accurate
soale. To remedy this condition, an asreement was made with the Standard
Oil Company under which we were pernitted to construct a gravel f111 on
Standard Oil property directly opposite the seales. This allows the
asphalt trucks to back on to the fill and make a direct approach to the
scale.

& Valley Roads.

Qu.Route.35-H; -Palmer-/agilla Road, soft spots which were
marked during the spring breas-up were dug cut and back filled with gravel.
Several other areas whera tha roadway was depressed below the natural
ground level, causing snow drifting to occur dufing the winter, were raised
by gravel fill.to a heizht sufficient to permit the snow to be blown across
the roadway. A total of approximately 6,200 yards of gravel was utilized
im back filling soft spots and raising the filis on this road. Brushing
of the roadside area was also accomplished on 6 miles of this route.

Qn Route 75-L, Clari Road, several soft svots were also dug
out, and back filled. Gravel for this purpose was secured from new pits
located on Lazy Mountain, with a total of 450 yards being used.

Routing maintenance was verformed with motor graders on the
balance of the Valley Roads durinz tha month.

A carload of cracsoted piling, dastined for bridga replace-
ment in the Valley area, was unloaded at jasilla, and stored tenpaurly
in the warehouse,

hb. Mountain Roads.

Several small washouts occurred on the Lucky Shot*/jillow Road,
which were filled; and routine maintenance was performed on the balance
of the Mountain Roads during the month.

1. Sterling Hishway.

A total of 2.3 miles of raad was graded between Mile 71 and
Mile 91 during the month, which completes the grading of Route 55-0 except
for heavy regrading between Vile 64 and Homer, and light regrading from.
Mile 1 to Mile 64 which will be required due to differential settlenent
of fills. Pit-run gravel base was completed on 8.0 miles of roadway
between these saue linits, with approximately 22,000 cubic yards of gravel
required to complete the fills, and gravel sub-kase through this area.
Completion of the grading on tiis portion permits vehicular trarfie to
drive clear throuzh to Homer. However, the ordinary tourist and sight-
seer traffic is being kept off the road and only those vehicles with
legitimate business are being permitted to go through.

wo Go
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The crusher operated continuously during the month, with 8,000
cubic yards of crushed material being stockpiled. Routine maintenance wes
performed on the balance of the high way throughout the month.

Ff Flat Roads. ,

Routine maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the
early part of the month, consisting of cleaning ditches and culverts and
spotegravelling soft spots as they developed.

Late in the month torrential rains occurred which damaged
two bridges on Route 53-G. The bridge at the edge of town vas come
pletely washed out, but it was possible to salvage the creater part of
the material, from weich tais bridge was reoullt. The approach fill to
the bridge at liile 2.5 was washed out, and washouts occurred at several
other locations, including one culvert on Route S3-F at Discovery.

The new equipment was received during the month, with the
exception of the front end loader. Lack of this piece of equipment
is proving to be a serious handicap in repairing the flood damage,

ke Takotna Roads,

Due to military contrart, installations in the vicinity of the
Condle Airstrip, the first work performed on the Takotna Roads consisted of
preparing the portion of the road between Sterling Landing and the airstrip
for the heavy hauling anticipated. Brushing and ditching was accomplished
on 8 miles of the routs between Tatalina Bridge and Sterling Landing, and
the two mile section form the Landing to the top of the grade was re=
gravelled. A number of frost boils were fug out and spot gravelled,
approximately 300 cubic yards of gravel being used for this purpose.

Representatives from the district office made a tour of
inspection of roads in the Takotaa area early in the month, and Sound

the roads in generally Yair condition, although portions of Route d2-G
were at that time too soft to accommodate heavy hauling. However, in
a discussion with Mr. Strandberg of the Strandberg Mining Corporation,
it was mentioned that he considered the roads to be in very good condition
for that time of the season.

{he bridge across Spruce Creek-on Route 38-D was found to
be wrecked from over loading in the hauling of mining equipment with
temporary repairs made. : .

.
The Gaines Creek Road, Route 38-H, was still blocked by

numerous snow slides; however, the miners in the Gaines Creek area have
constructed a shorter route down Gaines Creek, intersecting Route 5&-p
near tha mouth of the creek,

Two new culverts were installed on Route 38-D to improve
the local drainage.

wow 4 oo
,
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1. Dillingham Roads.

Early in the month the f111 at Klondike Creek was raised and
widened, and surfaeed with approximately 150 yds. of gravel. Gravel sure
facing was also applied on several of the worst spots between Scandinavia
Creek and the hospital,

New Equioment arrived in good condition on the 12th of June.
A trailer has been constructed, using the front axles from old surveyed
Model B trucks, and the new welder mounted, making a mobile unit out of this
piece of equipment.

Repairs were completed on the D-7 tractor, with all equip=
ment being painted during the mouth.

Considerable rain fell during the middle and latter part
of the month, but it was possible to keep the roads in a passable condition
during: this period; and advantage was taken of the rainy weather to
accomplish repairs and painting of equipment.

Me Bethel Roads,

The roads at Bethel were kept in good condition during the
month by dragging with an improvised drag made from a heavy I~beam structural
steel section, which works bettar on the sandy material of thase roads than the
blade grader. Sand was hauled from the pit at the beach, and low spots
filled. The road through the main part of town was widened in several
places, to provide more adequate parking and turning space.

The new equipment was unloaded on the 17th and 16th,
ang it was found that some danage had been done to the traxcavator cable
and hoist frams. Repairs wre made and equipment put to work loading
sand for the new road to the lake, The right of way was cleared and
oorduryoed for one mile of this new road, and sand fillcplaced on

approximately one half mile.

ne Bulli River Road, Route IS—A.

A small crew under Foreman Ed. Ueeck spent the week of June 43th
through the 24th protecting our investment in this route, Ditcnes were
cleared, brush removed, and culverts cleaned between the railroad and the
mine, Three round trips of the motor grader put this section of road
in fair dondition.

Oe Kodiak Roads.

Maintenance was performed on Kodiak Roads dering the month.
Soft spots and chuck holes on the Mission and Mill Bay roads were spot
gravelled with all roads kept in fair condition during the month.

=
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p» -Tiiemna Roads.
{Route 4-iIliamna Bay-.liamna Leake)

A compressor and drill steel were shipped to iITliama early
in the month and wrk, consisting of drilling and blasting the rocky points

. end removing sluffed rock from the roadiiay section, has continued through
the month. Ditches and culverts were cleansd and several small slides removed.

de Yalkeatna Roads.

A small crew under Foreman Mulyaney proceeded to Talkeetna
on the Sth of June and commenced work opening the road from Talkeetna to
cache Crésk and the Peters Cresk iilnes. Work in general consisted of
cleaning ditches and culverts, and clearing slides.

m™ McXinley Park Bnads and Surveys.

Snow removal waa completed to Kantishna on June 4th, Slides
were-removed from the section between Mile 67 and lille 68, and grevelling
completed between Mile24 and Mile 60, with several small washes, soft spots,
and subsided areas filled between Mile 62 and Mile 68. Ey the end of the
month the road was dry and in good condition except for a few sags and soft
spots between Wile 60 and 88, Temporary repairs were: made to the
bridgesat ifile 5.6, 15.5, and Mile 19.5; lumber and piling for the new
bridges at these locations nas arrived and been stored at thesites.

The rock crusher tras delivered from Fairbanks during the month,

A survey party under EH. Ae Ruoff, Resident Engineer, proceeded
from Anchorage to the perk on Miondey, June 19th. Preliminary surveys were
completed for tha re~location of the bridges st Mile 5.5 and Wile 12.8,
with final projection made and location staked for the bridge at Mile 35,5,
Plans have been prepared for this vortion of the work, and submitted to
the Park Service for approval.

“Se Cantwell Roads end Surveys.

The road crew worlcing in Cantwell completed 5.5 miles of
clearing and stripping during the month , with 2.3 miles of road graded
from Cantwell past the permanent camp site. Foundation for the new
boiler was laid out, with concrete scheduled to be poured the first part
of July.

Surveys of the camp site have been completed with puilding
gpites and access roads laid out. <A survey of the recreational area
designed by Col. Noyes was underway at the end of the month.

~ & =
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t. Homer Roadsh

Maintenance was performed with motor greders on the Homer
roads during the month, which kept them in passable condition. Wud holes
which developed during the intermittent rains, occuring throughout the
month at Homer, were spot gravelled.

An inspection trip is being planned early in July by
Col. Noyes, Commissioner of Roads, and District Engineer Niemi, at which
time @ public meeting will be held to discuss the road situation in the
Homer atea,

We Farm Roada *

Work was continued on the Campbell Airfield loop system
during the month, with cleerizg and stripping completed on 1.5 miles
and grading eccomplished on 5.0 miles.

A gravel crew commenced operations early in the month
constructing the Campbell station road, with 1.0 miles cleared, stripped
and graded. \

Grading was completed on the Huntley Road for an edditional
0.5 mile. Gravelling of the 1.5 miles of this road is heing delayedy
pending installation of drainage culverts, shipment of which has not
yet been received from the states. .

York was commenced on the Wolverine Farm Roed with the
entire 1.0 mile being tkeaned, stripped, graded, and grevel surfaced
during the month, An excellent deposit of gravel was uncovered in ons
of the cuts on this road, and an easement for use of this gravel is
being secured from the owner of the property on which tab ddépdsit occurs.

2 By Contracts

Paving of this portion of the Glem Highway was completed
from the Anchorage city limits to connect with the pavement laid last
month at Mountain View. Sub-srade was prepared on the remaining wnpaved
portion of the contract, between the Fort Richardson east gate at Milel1.6
and Mile 18.12, with MC-2 prime coat applied to Mile 16 and paving come

pleted to Milesid.5. Paving was completed on Fourth avenue from the
Anchorage city limits at Zast G Street to apsrosimately 500 feet sast of
the Ship Creek bridge; the Fourth Avenue extension into the anchorage Depot
of the Road Comission was also paved, and a paved parking areucgonstructed
in the depot area.

~ 7 «=
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De Glenn Hignvay Bol.

McLaughlin Constmaction Company, contractors for this section
of the Glenn Highway, ore making good progress with their contract, with
@8% of the unclassified excavation and 63% of the borrow excavation completed
at the end of the month. Crushed gravel subsrade has been placed to Mile 74,
and subgrade processed to mile 69.5. hC-2 prime coat was applied to the
prepared subgrade to mile 69.5, and paving laid to mile 68,5,

Ce Glenn Hishway Bxee

, Engineering werk on this project consisted of completing
the check levels between bench marks, completing and re-establishing
and referencing of the final location line, with office forces continuing
on final. design.

No . construction operations have begun on this section.s
Paving was completed on this project during tkh month, One

short section approximately 50 feet in length showed signs of distress after
opening to traffic, end this section will be removed and replaced. Oleaning
of ditches and completion of drainage, application of seal coat, and finel
clean-up are all that remain to be done on this contract.

Be warehouse Addition.

The carpenters and electricians strike has deleyed progress on
this project during the month. Structural steel on hand has teen srected,
and the work is scheduled to get into full swing now that the strike has been
settled. ‘

fe. Bridges.

Munter Construction Company has completed pouring concbete
in the abutments and pier for the Katanuska River bridges. All piling
has been driven at the Peters Creek Bridge, and the concrete poured for
the north abutment, Steel for the Peters Creek Bridge has been hauled to
the site.

3e weather.

Temperatures during June have been normal, Rains which began
early end heve continued intermittently through the month, have brought
the totel precipitation for June to above normal. No serious delays,
however, have been incurred by the rains.

Anchoraze-Spenard
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4. Miscelloneous.

Colinel John R. Noyes, and Chief Mmgineer Chiglione arrived
Thursday, June 15, and on Friday, June 16, accompanied District Engineer Miemi
On an inspection of the ‘

Turnagainarm: Project, returning to Anchorage
Saturday, June 17,

Mr, Chislione returned to Anchorege for a short inspection
trip on June 2l.

Colonel John R. Noyes, accompanied by Mr. Harry Bates,
Sefety Engineer, and Mir. Thoralf Rivines, Materials Engineer, arrived
in Anchorage on June 26.

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEERS,

wy 0. Hata TS
» Le Ae Hatchett, ass't. Districs Bagineer



U.S.DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTAR
AIASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

June 5, 1950
Mr. A.F.Ghiglione
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska .

SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for May, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska,

1. By Government Forces,

a, Anchorage Roads,

Routine maintenance with graders was performed on Anchorage Roads
during the month, The easy spring breakup has permitted keeping the roads in
good condition at all times, and as very little runoff develoved during the
spring thaw, ditches opened last month were adequate to handle that

which
occurred.

e

b. Potter Road.

Subsidence of several fills on Potter Road, particularly between
Fireweed Lane and Campbell Station Road, occurred during the winter. Earlyin the mmth a gravel crew began filling the low spots preparatory to placing
crushed gravel surfacing, The crusher at Wells pit was put into operation
and approximately 3,000 cu.yds, of crusher base material has been stock piledfor surfacing of Potter road.

GC. Spenard and Sand Lake Road,

Spenard Road was maintained with graders until May 8, when the con-
tractor assumed maintenance during his construction operations, Sand Lake Roads
were maintained during the month. A bad mud hole developed on Sand Lake Road
just off Spenard Road and gravel was hauled to remedy the condition,

Routine maintenance of the paved portion of the Highway. consistingof removing sluffed rock from the pavement, was performed during the mnth,.
The spring breakup caused no further damage to the pavement and the load limit
restrictiots imposed during the breakup period were lifted on May 4.

Morrison-Knudsen Company, Contractors for the paving of the Palmer
Highway, resumed construction operations between Anchorage and Chugiak and
assumed maintenance of this portion of the Palmer Highway on the lst of May.

The rock slide on Pioneer Peek continued activity all thru the month,
No slide material has reached the highway but a tremendous mass of loose talus
is accusmulating and a period of heavy rain will possibly start a mud flow which
may reach the highway, Slide warning signs are therefore being left in place,

’

Col, oy
Chf.En

d. Palmer Hishwar.
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A small painting crew was organized under Foreman Ed, Ueeck and
work was commenced in chipping rust and spot painting preparatory to painting
of the Knilk River Bridve. Approximately 55% of tha bridge steel was cleaned,
and spot painted and bolt heads painted, during the month.

On May U,, the J.P.Munter Construction Company in moving a crane to
the Matanusika Bridge site, damged the portal, wind braces and horizmtal
struts on the Eagle River Bridge, The Munter Company has been notified by
letter that steps mist be taken to repair the damage, and a copy of this letter
has been forwarded the Juneau Office,

e. Anchorage Depot.

Plans were initiated during the month for the continuation of Fourth
Avenue into the Depot area, and surveys end plans are being prepared for this
purpose.

Alterations on the interior of the old 2nd Avenue Warehouse building,
necessary to covert it into a warm storage building, were made during the
month, and foundations were being prepared to receive it.

Cooks quarters were completed and plumbing installed,

A heavy duty "Go-Devil" was constructed by shop forces for use by
the surveys at Cantwell, Miscellaneous items of equipment procured by Juneau
were picked up at Glennallen and moved into the Anchorage Depot.

ff. Anchorage Apartments.

Gravel back fill of the Road Commission lots at the Anchorage Apart—
ments was completed and one foot of top soil spread on the area, Top soil was
finish graded and seeded into law.

ge Valley Roads.

Routine maintenance with motor graders was performed on Valley Roads
during the maith, Although numerous soft spots developed, the roads were kept
passable without recourse to gravelling, All soft spots were marked and work
was commenced on excavation of the excessive silt material so that permanent
correction of this condition can be made by filling the spots with gravel. Ditch-
ing was completed on the Bodenburg-Butte Loop road and regravelling of the entive
Joop was accomplished during the month.

Brush removal was continued curing the early part of the month, ap-
proximately 5 miles of roadside being cleared.

The bridge across Wasilla Creek at Mile 5.4, Palmer-Fishhook Road,
was replaced with a 25 foot span pile bent structure. Minor repairs were ac-

complished on several other Valley bridges.
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h. Mountain Roads.

Snow was removed from Hatcher summit late in the month. ‘Two or
three inches of ice remained on the road after clearing of mow, and traffic
4s being kept off the summit until the ice has melted and the roadbed dried.

Heavy hauling by mine operators during the breakup period caused
semmsiderable difficulty in maintenance of the road, between the Little Susitna
Bridge and the Independence Mine road,

i. Glenn Highway.

Routine maintenance with motor graders was accomplished on the
portions of the Glenn Highway on which maintenance had mt been assumed by
the Contractor, The road was kept in excellent condition at all times, al-
though slidex on Chickaloon Grade and at Mile 69 narrowed the roadway to one
way traffic. Warning signs have been kept on these areas throughout the month.

je Sterling Hishway.

Construction was continued on the Sterling Highway during the
month with appraximtely one mile of read being graded.

Traffic restrictions were lifted on the Kenai end, and the road
opened to traffic as far as Ninilchik. ;

Routine maintenance was performed on the balance of the highway
during the month.

k. Flat Roads.

No report has yet been received from Foreman Alderson. However,
an inspection trip is being planned by District personnel early in dune and
a report of coditions at Flat will be submitted to Headqmrters Office upon
completion of this trip.

ie ZTakotna Roadse
Mild weather at Takotna removed practically all the snow from the

road before the spring breakup, No heavy runoff has occurred and the roads
have remained in generally good condition. Equipment overhaul was completed
during the month, the cookhouse was repainted and a new aluminum roof instal-
led, The summer maintenance crew went on duty on the 16th of the month, and
on the 17th, the snow remaining on the Candle road between Takotna and Tatalina
was removed, and traffic held off the road for about a week to permit drying.
Twenty 30 foot piles were cut for the Anvil Creek Bridge.

Me Dillingham Roads,

Work at Dillingham during the early part of the month consisted of
. draining water holes and cleaning ditches, Some of the worst mud holes were

3
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corduryoed with brush and old cooling trays secured from local canneries
which were placed and covered with gravel obtained from the beach and other
gravel pits, By the end of the month the road beds were dry and in fair
condition, but the shoulders and ditches were still too soft to permit the
use of motor graders.

ne Kodiak Roads.

Heavy rains during most of the month prevented adeauate maintenance,
as the roads were too soft to permit use of the graders. Two wash-outs occur-
red on the Island Lake Cutoff, from overflowing of a beaver dam, which were
repaired,

A few holes on Mission and Mill Bay roads were still giving trouble
by the end of the month, but the remainder of the roads were in fair shape.
Work was completed on the Receiver Station road.

The new truck was received on the 25th.

©. McKinley Park Roads.

Light snow fell early in the month but melted as fast as it fell.
Snow was removed to 34 mile py the 10th and a small crew moved into Igloo on
the lith. Heavy drifts were encountered at Mile 18 and 19, which slowed
progress, Warm texperatures during the middle of the month caused a neavy
runoff, but no serious washouts occurred. Sy the aid of the month snow had
been removed to 59 mile, culverts thawed and ditches cleared to 58 mile. The
road has been graded and is in good condition to 33 mile except for 3 small
washes at 19, 21 and 33 mile, vhich ara being filled in. Overhaul, repair
and painting of equipment were continued throughout the month.

Pe Gantwell Roads,

Camp was moved from Cantwell to 2 mile on the lst of the month,
where the crew has been clearing a permanent camp site area. Spur track. nas
been laid out at the Cantwell warehouse site, and a portable ramp for unload~
ing heavy equipment, loaned for the purpose by The Alaska Railroad, was installed.
Carpenters have been working erecting tent fremes and constructing wanigans,
with fourteen 1! x 16! and five 16! x 24! temfremes and four wanigans com
pleted during the month. An 18! x 36' Quonset hut was also erected. All new
Caterpillar equipment was delivered during the month and was put into operation
as received,

The Cantwell survey has been extended to the Jack River Crossing,
with profile levels and X-sections completed. A preliminary survey has also
been pushed northerly to the Nenana River crossing, and mapping of both cros-
Sings and extension of the Jack River survey will be made as soon as a boat
can be obtained,

alps



-Mr. Gighlione June 5, 1950 - p. 5

Rock around the bluff from Station 152 4 50 te station 155 # 50 was completed
ani the rocd has been cleared and stripped to Mile 4, with grading completed to
Mile 0.5. Screen tests of the gravel on the Jack River bar indicate that it
may be satisfactory for the concrete work in foundations end floors for the
permanent camp, Samples are being submitted te the laboratory at Anchorage
for final testing.

qe Homer Roads,

Routine maintenance was performed m the Horner roads. Ditches were
cleared, culverts opened and the worst mud holes spot gravelled. An estimete
is being prepared for grcvelling of Homer roads, based upon securing material
from recently locuted deposits on Olsen Mountain for use in gravelling the Hast
Hill roads.

Farm Roads.
Work was continued on the Campbell Airfield System, Southeast of

Anchorage during the month. A cemp was set up on Camphell Creek at the Northeast
end of the airstrip, from vhich Foreman Bruhn's grading and gravel crushing
crews have been operating siuce May LL. Approximately 4 miles of roadway have
been cleared and stripped, and 3 miles of road graded during the month, Gravel
for surfacing will be obtained from a pit loceted near the center of the job,
for which a special use permit has been secured from the Bureau of Land Mana~
gement. '

Work continued on the Huntley road near Palmer with a total of 1.5
miles of radway being cleared and stripped aid grading completed o1 approximately
mile. A gravel deposit has been uncovered in one of the road cuts, and an
easement for use of grevel from this source is being secured fromthe owner of
the property on which the ceposit occurs, Securing of this mterial will co-
-Siderably improve the gravel situation for all the roads in the Lazy Mountain
area, as it has previously been necessary to haul gravel up a steep winding
grade from the Matanusksa River bed,

.

2. By Contract.

a. Glenn High -ey = As

Morriscen-Knudsen Co., Contractars for the grading and paving of
this portion ef the Glenn Highway, resumed operations on the first of the
month and assumed maintenance of the unpaved portion of the road at that
time. The crusher-base meterial laid in the fall of lest year was re-pro-
cessed from the Anchorsge City limits through Fort Richerdson to the east gate,
with the exception or a short section approximately 500 feet in length adja-
cent to the Pacific Airmotive hangar at Merrill Field, which showed failure
curing the spring brealup. ‘his section was excavated approximately 3 feet deep
and backfilled with select borrow material, which work was completed late in

|

oom, the month,

5~
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MC-2 prime coat was applied on approximately 4 miles of the
highway, begimiing at Taylor Street in Mountain View and continuing north-
east through the Military Post, and RC-3 plant-mixed surfacing laid on the
primed roadway for approximately 3 miles.

be Glenn Highway B-l. ,
t

McLaughlin Construction Co., contractors for this grading md
paving of this portion of the Glenn Highway, commenced paving operations

*

during the month. Crusher-base material laid last fall was re-processed
and subgrade prepared from Mile 48 to Mile 55. The first mile of prime
mat, from Mile 45 to Mile 4$, applied with the MC~2 asphalt as received
from the Anchorage aspnalt storage plat, failed to penetrate properly. Ad=
dition of sufficient kerosene to cut the asphalt back to Grade MC~O was
attempted with very satisfactory results, the prime coat penetrating from
4 to 3/4 inches in from me to four hours after applicction. Prime coat of
this material was then applied on the prepared subgrade to Mile 55, and plant-
mixed surfacing, RC-3, laid full width from Mile 48 to Mile 49, during the.
month,

Grading was continued on Long Lake Hill between Mile &5 and Mile
86, and crusher~-base material, produced in the plant set up at Mile 74, was
stock-piled for future use.

Ce Glenn Highway Bee.

Engineering work on this project consisted of mmning check levels
between bench marks, st-xing and X«sectioning of gravel pits, re-establishing
-and referencing the "L" line, with the office forces continuing on final
design. The contractor has not roved in to begin construction on this section.

de Spenard Road.

Lytle-Green Company, contrectors for this project, began operations
on May @, and has completed all excavation and borrow except between Station
30 and Station 78 Approxim:tely 20,000 cubic yards of select borrow was se=
cured from the CAA gravel pit, witich exhausted this source of material. The
balance of the select borrow required is being obtained from the Merrill Field
pi e

A special metal culvert was installed at the Chester Creek crossing.
Drainage culverts have been installed on 90% of the contract; and all crusher~
base material, aggregates for plant-mixed surfacing and seal coat chips manu-
factured and stock-~piled.

Engineering work consisted of furnishing grade stakes for the con~
tractor ‘as necessary. The "L" line for the proposed Sand Lake extension to the
International Airport, was run amd profile taken; and plan and profile have
been plotted for submission to Juneau,

—6—
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e, Warehouse Addition.

Breeden and Smith, Contractors for this project, began opera~tions on May 1 and have completed erecting scaffolding; re-inférced the
second story columns; and poured concrete for the beam seat and parapet
caps. Stran-Steel Joists and Studs for the erection of this addition
have been received and stock~piled at the site.

f. Bridges.
Munter Construction Company, Cmtractor for the Matanuska River

and Peters Creek Bridges, moved equipment to the Matanuska River Bridge site
on May i4, and started setting forms for the pier at the Palmer end of tle
bridge. .

It was discovered the existing plier was undermined by river action,
which necessitated the redesign of this pier and relocation of the bridge.This redesign was performed by Nr. Schultz, Bridge Design Ingineer from Head=
quarters Office. Steel sheet piling was secured from The Alaska Railroad and
transported to the site for use in the new pier as designed. Engineering work
at the site has consisted of reestablishing center line and bench marks and
re=staking the new bridge location.

Steel for the Peters Creek bridge was received and stored at the
Anchorage Depot.

,

Ray F, Johnson, Engineer GS=7, has been appointed Acting Resident
Engineer on these projects,

3. Weather,
,

Temperatures during May have been normal,with overcast days pre-
dominating. As only 0.47 inches of precipitation have fallen in the past 5
months, no delays have been incurred by wet weather,

le Miscellaneous.

Mr. G. M. Tapley and Thor Rivenes arrived on an inspection trip on
Monday May i, Mr. Tapley proceeding to Glennallen emd Fairbanks on May 3.

Sidney Lundwall arrived on Friday May 5, to wrk on reconcillation
of property inventory, returning to Juneau Thursday May 11, ;

Mr. Tapley returned to Anchorage on Sunday May 7, and Mr. Goodson
arrived on May 8, returning to Juneau presumably on May 10th,

“hn
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Mr. A.F.Ghiglione, Chtef Engineer, arrived on Saturday May 10,
and accompanied by Mr. Niemi, District Engineer, proceeded m an inspection
trip to Kenai and Cantwell, Thursday May. 11, returning to Anchorage on
Tuesday May 16. Mr. Ghiglione left May 17 for Glennallen and Haines.

Colonel John R. Noyes, accompanied by L. A. Hatchett, Assistant
District Engineer, left Anchorage on Saturday May 13, on an inspection trip
over the Glenn, Richardson,Alaska Highways and Tok Cutoff, returning to

Aachorage
on Monday May 15, Colonel Noyes proceeded to Nome on Tuesday

Hay Wb.

Mr. Tapley and Li. Schultz arrived in Anchorage on Saturday .

May 24, to investigate pier condition of the Matanuska Bridge.

Wm. J. Niemi
District _ ergine

WEE predE.C.Sin.ons, District Chief Clerk
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Regular maintonance was performed on the Anchoraze roads ! (
during the month. Culverts were thawed and ditches cpened ude Runmeaff
water in Ship Creek uncermined the north approach to the Ath Avenne
Bridee late in the month end gravel was hauled and the approach back
filled, Treffic was not stepped during this oversation.

a. Anchorege Roads:

Bast “G" Street between 12th anc 14th becaue exceedingly soft
early in the monta and grével wer hauled to this area. At no time did
the road becoue ltpezsacle to traffic, however, O

n
te
e

b, Potter Reads;

Potter road was maintained with graders during the month and
the smali glaciers at Rabbit Creex-were taken care of ty glacier fence and
thaw boiler. Later in the month due to the early spring run-off fences
Were removed and citches and culverts were onened up. A crusher was
brought over from Glennallen, overnaulec and moved to Wells pit,

c. Srenarcd me Sand Lake Road:

Spenard road remained in fine shape during the entire monta
althaigh asall glaciers occurrec, and were taken care of on Romig Hill.
Sand Lake roads started to breax up o the 20th and two mud holes on Rasp-
berry road were graced out and gravel was heuled in,

ad. _Paluer Hichvay:
heintenance with motor graders was performed during the month,

Culverts were tiawed, glaciers taxei care of, ad snow fences ronoved and
stored, On the 5c, patrols were startcd over tie surfaced section betwem
Anchorazeand Falmer. Distortion of the pavexent from frost heaving was
first noted on the 6th at Miles 20.5, 31.0, ané 39.5. Sponsy subsrade de-
veloped at 39.5 on the 9th,and on the 12th a 755 gross load restriction
was placed on trucks, and speed limit racuced to 35 HPH, Truck load liuits
were further reduced to 50: on the Lith. Partial breakup of tie pavenent

iy WOVErMont .orces
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occurred at Mile 22.6, 39.4, 40.0 md 418s As no other places showed any
sign of cistress, no further restrictions were imposed on traffic curing the
month,

The rocic slice on Pioneer Peak continued activity during the early partof the math. Two large slides moved down but did not reach the road, Er.
Niemi and Hr. Abbott flew over the Peak and confirmed our suspicions that
the moveuent was a bedding plane slide caused by frost action in the cracks
and crevices in the rock, All danger from the slide now appears to be past, but
warning signs wlll be left in place until all activity steps. The longitidinalcracks which nave appearcd on toe Exlutna flats have not spread further during
the maith and appearances are tuat they can be sealed with asphalt before the
seal coat is applied,

e. _Anchoraze Denot:

Work at the depot during the month consisted of erecting Cook's
Quarters, using ea section of Quonset hut; soving surplus property from Ft.
Richardson to the depot; and finishing the mezzanine floor in the garage,
Mess was started April 10, and at thet time tne engineering crews for Spenard
road moved to towi ami were established in tne bunk neuses. Surylus property
obtained frou the Post Salvage Yard consisted of 16 all metal refriserators;
125 gas ligit plent, rocd flares and numerous small iters. Several of the
refrigerators are in excellent caidition and two nave already bee pul into
service; one in the .areuose and me in the Anciorage Ness.

f, Velie Roads:

/work on the Valley roads consisted of routine maintenance with
the motor graders; re@voval ond storage of all snow and glacier fences; thawing
culverts; and ditching anc drai:ing, Sutton cazp site wos cleared out; the
old unloading ramp wes torn down anc all tinbers moved to the Palmer depot,
York wos started late in the month on brush removal almg ell Valisy reads
to cut down our snowecdrifting problems, At present tine avprodmately ¢ iiles
of brush nave been ro.oved. This is being done with the cooperation of tue
farmers concerned who will replace all fences rauoved by our operations.

co

Work done on the Glenn Hishway consisted of removing and storing
glacier fences; cleaning sluffed rock fron the roac-way along the uatanuska ;
River; and hauling pit-ren cravel on frost bolls as they appeared, The road
remained in good condition during the eitire month. arly in the monta thaw-
ing and freezing weatner caused ice to form between Caribou Creek and Sheep
Mountain. These icy’ spots were sanded as they formed,

On April 9th rock slides nearly closed the road at iile 69. The

slides were removed by graders and bucket loader, Glaciers tuat had formed
at Mile 77 gave na trouble,

1

Regular mainteriance was performed on the exjvire highway and on

tio L5th, due to thawing weather, the road was closed to truck traffic, Camp

Glenn OLtnwaes

Sterling Hish
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was erected at Ninilchik anda smill crew was moved in to gravel several
swamps in that area with scrapers and to open up additional gravel pits.

i. Fiat Roads:

The foot bridze across Otter Creek at the point where the old
bridge was formerly located, wes completed except for filling the approaches.
This work cainot be accomplished until late in the season due to the fact
the ground is still frozen and gravel cannot be hauled.

2

de Takotna Roads:

Wo report has been received from Foreman Poorman as yet. However,
equipment overhaul is getting uncer way. :

ke Dillinghaa Roads:

Work at Dillingham consisted of removing several large sow drifts
that were by-passed duri.g the winter season due to the press of other work,
Snow vaich fell curing tm month was too wet to handle wita the Sno-Go, but
the De? kept the roads open at all times, Late in the month the AC Patrol
was taken out, smzll holes were filled and tic roads were graded, Run-off
this year was very easy on the reads in tue area, and trey are in good condi-~
tion, the only bed spot being the hill to the hospital.

Le Kodiak Roads:
/.

The ground thawed sufficiently curing the month to permit hauling
rock for the Mission Zeach break waters on the lth. The roads renainea in
fair shape all month altuough they were too soft ‘to accomplim anything by -

grading. On the 20th works was started nauling gravel ai the .05 Receiver
Station road.

:

* « >

Me

No snow fell curing the month ot McKinley Park and thawing curing
days and freezing at night gave us a small run-off :ita very little diuage to
the road, Culverts wer. thawed betwee: the statin anc Park Heacyuarters and

cinders were hauled on the icy hijls. Overhaul is continuing at tae station
with the Cats ana trucks ready to go anc work being concentrated on placing
a new base under the slovel. Hess was started a tie 27th. At tue present
tine the road has been opaied up as fares 19 tile. ‘he season is early this

Onn on

year, calling for an earlicr start on protecti.g road during run-off.

n. Cantwell Roads:

Foreman Rogers, with a small crew, moved into Cantwell April 3.
At that time a tent camm was established at tne Railroad, The wen nac quarters
at the Reed House until tits camp wac ca:pletec. A permanent cusp area was
locatcc by Mr. Rogers and lr, Jess, Ingineer, and on the 2th hr. Niewi went
to Cantwell and apgroved the site. Survey wos then made of the area and work

MCKLNLSY wo0aass
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started on clearing for permanent installaticns. Oi] was freichted during
the month along the prozosed Line of the road. toward Paxson, aches are
being placec ut £, 20, 30, 36 end 48. The area fround Cantwell wes
prospected for gravel but as yet ro satisfactory material nes been found.
It appears that we will have to obtain fill material fron dack River, back-
hauling with carryells. Stripping operations were started late in the month
with the right-of-way between Jax River and the camp site, a distance of
approxiiately 1 rile, oeing atripped anc mace ready for gracing, ab the
present tine plans are to start the rock work at Fish Creex, 2.5, the
lst of hay. Compressor from licKinley Park has been moved dow to do the work.

Oo.» Homer Roads:

Work &@% Horer consisted of maintenance iath the blaces, cleaning
wb ditches on the nili road, opening up culverts and nauling gravel to mud
holes a8 tney appearec,

Pe Fara Rods:
4 Viork was started on the of

Anchorage Late in the uonth anc app areGe
Trost was encountered at a depth of aporexinately 3 inches, racing for ideal
stripping conditions. However, plans goilig forward to start grading, as
much of the roac acrogs tne swaupr areas can be Pilled'wita carryalis before
the frost is out by breaking open borrow pits, Gravel pits in the vicinity
of the Campbell Air striz,wiich nave been strivped by the aray, appear to be
free of frost, ,

Work wes startec late in the month on the Ilmtley Roed near Palmer,
an extension to the Lazy Hountain road system, At the prescit tine 0.2 mile
as bean stripped and grading hes been started.

2. By Contract:

@ Glenn nidivay - A.

Jonn Haapala, PRA Zesident Engineer on Glenn A, arrived in anchorage
late in the month to begin work on that section of road, The eaitractor set
up a washing plant on the 2%th at the Fort Richardsm pit and began wasning
chips for &@ seal coat.

ts

De Simmiiienieniionien
Work is continuing on desim at the Engineering Orfice in Palmer.

Eerly in the month the contractor sturted the crusher anc is crusning and stock
piling vaterials in anticipation of beginning actual road work early in Hay.
Crading was continued duriig the month on Long Lake Grade, C6 - &7.

c, Glenn Highvay Bane»

, Mir. MeAlister's Survey crews moved to Eureka Road House early in
he month and work is being carried on in the field, picking up final levels

Campbe stem soutneg
mmiLe ag WaFats cle

HLanWay
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and slope staking those portions of the road on which final design has
been approved,

ad. Spenard Rocd.

Contract wes awarded Lytle and Green Company for grading and
paving Spenard Road from the Anchorzse City limits to Lake Spenard, lir.
Ellery, Resident Engineer, began staking the project April 15th. imgineer~
ing work is going ahead rapidly, as the contractor plans on beginning
operations on liay éth.

e. Warehouse Addition,

Contract was awarded Breeden end Smith, Local Contractors, fer
building a tuird story on our existing Warehouse for adninistrative offices.
Due to pending carpenter strike the contractors moved in and erected initial
scafolding with the nopes taat the steel work could go ahead even though
carpenter work might be delayed. kr. Allan T. Fleischbein, Office Engineer,
will be inspector m the job.

3. Weather.

The temperatures curing April were norual, with precipitation for
the mont2 the lowest recorded Jor 30 years. Jiarm days and freezing nights
permitted accumulated moisture to evaporate at aporo:iuutely the saue rate
as thawing occurrec, resulting in very little actual breakup of road surface,

4, Eisecllaneous:

Colonel Jom R. Hoves and Ur. Neble arrived on an inspection ‘trip
s

¥
* 2

Monday April 3, and flew to Fairbanks the Sta.

The new Chevrolet Sedan arrived fro’ Seattle the 3d.

District Engineer iiemi mace an inspection trip to Cantwell April
12, returning to anchorage the 15th. .

A.F.Ghiglione, Chief Engineer, arrived from Juneau on an inspection
trip April 19, and left for Fairbanxs on the 22d,

Douglas K. Layman, Engineer GS-9, started on a tour of all Districts
April 20, for the purpose of determining type and location of traffic signs
on all, main Alasxan Highways.

District Engineer Niemi nade an inspection trip of the Kenai Penin~
_

sula April 27, returning to Anchors n the 29th.

HA
FF (Y
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BesEre“eeMr, Ae F, Ghiglione . dAsmin,. ZEAChief Sngineer mee atAlaska Road Conmission eo és id | :
Juneau, Alaska UN Zaee d=
Dear Sir:

Geegee
SUBJZCT; . Lioenthly rrogress report for March 1950, Anchorage District,

Anchoraze, ALasia

1. By Government Forces.

ae Anchorave 2ords:

Regular maintenance was performed on all Anchoraze roads during the
moth. This cosisted of sanding hills and curves, elacier control and chin
pine ice. Late in the math, several of the roads showed sig of breaking up.fhis was especially noticcabic on Exst "G" between LOth Averme and Fireweed
Lane where sete gravel vos hauled in and some ditching ves dore to get rid of
surface water. The gracere in the Anchorage srea were gut on a shift rom noon
until 8:00 P.i.., in order to taxe adventage of the afternoon thawine weather.
On the 25th epnroiictely 4 inches af snow fell, maising the reads very slick for
traffic, All dengsrois areas were inmedintely sanded am! by the 27th. all the
ice had melted off the roads.

b. Palmer Hishvav:

Regular maintemme was performed on all Palmer reads durins the month
and cinders were nozled and spreed on all dangerous curves and hitis. The clacier
at Mile 17 ranained active curing the month but en of] drum neater built in the
shon xept the culverts open and tee ort the road, The deck on the Knix River
bridge became loose curing the mmth ond was renailed, Late in the umith rock
slides startsd on Fioneer Feak between miles 36 and 37, It appears that the rock
points at the peak of the mountain are disintegrating anc breaking loose due to
frost action, Since the 22d o. the monsth; severcol large shices have tukxen place
with boulders weighing several tons roiling to within a fow hundred foot of the
highway, As yet there hove been no rocis nit the roed, although a traffic verning
has been placec in the local papers, The paving laid down Last feli shows vary
little sign of breaking 6lthough lonsitudinal cracks nave appeared in several
places on the Eiclutna flat. Inspection by hoth officials from Juneau and Engineers
from this office reveal that some settilanent has taken place on the edges of the
fill but the cmsensus of opinion is that the cracks are mainly due to frost
heaves in the mud flot,

€G
/5
E

‘c,. Anchorare Depots:

York continued om the old warehouse and it uas moved into the depot area
on the Ist of Marci, The engineering section drew up plans vor pouring conerete
floor, erecting pipe colu.ns, cutting out two large doors.in the end and removing
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all partitions. Plans are to set the warehouse on solid foundation and use
it for warm storage during the winter months,

Work was startcd on pouring the mezzanine floor of the garage on the
22d. The floor was poured in sections and at the present time approxirately one

§

°

half of the work is completed,

Work was also started in getting the bunk houses end mess hall in the
area ready for occupancy. The mess hall floor was coverz:d with Masonite; all
buildings wers painted white inside and a short section of Quonset Hut was
erected for cook's quarters. Plans are to start the Mess early in April.

d, Valley Roads:

Little trouble was experienced in the Valley during the month, although
one crew worked continuously on widening roads and wingicg back berms. The glacte
that occurred last month on the Cottonmvood Creek was taken cere of by blasting
an ice dam about three miles below the present bridge and allowing the water to
return to the creek chancel.

e, Glenn Hichvav:

A small crew was xept busy on the Glenn Highwey keeping glaciers off tis
road; sanding hills, and taxing ccre og smail rock slides that came down along
the Matanusxa River,

f, Sterling Highway:

The Sterling Kighvay was open for traffic during the entire month and
very little was done on maintenmece due.to the frozen condition of the surface.
Early in the month oil cas nezled and stock piled at Stariski River, which is
midway on the section that was not finished lest rear, Flans are to erect camp
at Stariski and work bothways from there on grading and placing base course
eravel,

Talkeetna:

Mr. Mulvaney went to Taleetna on the 20th to take care of getting oil
and supplies across the river before the break-up, This was completed and Mulvaney
returned to Anchoraze Saturday when he started work with the boiler crew.

Fred
MN, Poorman,Foreman, and one man started work at Takotna on equip~

ment ovarhaul on tle 27th,

i. Dillinghen: -

Strong winds and ratner heavy snow fall at Dillingham tne early part
of the month fijled all roads but by working long hours the forasan, hy, Palmer,
had the road open cgein for tr ffic on the 2th. Since that tine all roads hive
been open and, according to reports from local residmts, in very good shane,

+

at
ee
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h. Takotna:
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4. Kodiak:
,

. .

Work on the Kodiak roads consisted of haaling rrevel to chuck holes and
frost boils on Hission and Mill Bay read, and hauling rock into the Mission Road
break water. Heavy rains in the area has caused quite a bit of sluffing of rock
on the hase road and the grader has been busy all month on this section.

t

k. Cantvell:

Mr. Claude Rogers, Foreman, retumed to Homer'on the 8th to expedite
the moving of tractor and truck equipment for Cantwell, He retumed to Anchorazve
on the 22d to complcte prepare’ ions here, Lumber was sent up from Anchorage for
bhe initial construction of tent fromes and Mr. Rogers plans on leaving with
a small crew on april 3d. '

1, McKinley Perk:

, Mr. Paul H. Stover, Foreman for McKinley Park, arrived in Anchorage early
in the month. He took leave upon arrival in Anchorage end went to Fairbanks,
On “his return from Fairbanks he stopped off at the Park to check equipment and
buildings. Some time during the winter, the carburetor had been removed from the
starting motor of tne new Ded tractor, and it appeared that several of the trucks
had been used, Mr. Stover will return to the Park April 3 to begin equipment
overnaul ami will at that time instigcte a thorough investigation.

22 ByContracte
a, Glenn Hishvey:

Work is continuing on design at the engineering office at Palmer, The
emtractor started work on Harch 6 with one shovel and two compressars, At that
time field parties ard inspectors were placed with the contractor's forces.

The old warehouse at Sutton vas moved to Palmer and finished off as an
engineering office, and the office that was operating in the dining room of
the mess tall was moved into these quarters on the 25th. The mess hall will be
started and meals served on april 1. Jaties Simpson is being established as cook
at Palmer.

be. Glenn Hichwey B-2:

Desinn work is beins carried on in the Palmer ensineering office with
MeAlister in cnarge, One crew was established at Eureka Road House late in
the mmth to finish cross sections and levels that were not picked up last year,

Nealignmamt of approaches and abutmmt stake-out were accomplished on
the Matanuska River Bridge. Concrete agsregate samples were taken Pron both
Peters Creek and iJatanuska River and subiitted to the Fort Richardson Laboratory
for analysis. Some excavation work was done for the loeztion of piers of the
Eklutna bridce. .

¢. Glenn Highway,As
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3. Weathers

° The weatherzp for Larch was warmer than usual, t he average being approxinately
6° above aden Zitiaee to dete. Very little sow fell in and around Anchorage;
approximtely five inches the entire month.

4e Miscellaneous:

Er, Wma. J, Niemi, District Cngineer, returned from temporary Army duty on
Warch 9. . .

,

Hr. Thor Rivenes, arrivec fron Juneau on an inspection trin March 14. Ur.
Leon ii. Delude, ilateriais Ungineer~, "ag-11, arrived from the Stetes on March 15,
On the 16th Mr. Rivenes and Ur. DeLude left

Anchorece for Glennallen,.

On Karch 14, Mr. Stevart, District engineer, and Mr. Cameron, AssistantDistrict Engineer, Vaides District, arrived in Anchoress, Hr. Cameron was on
his way outside on leave. Mr. Stewart returned to Yaldez on the 19th.

lar. Goodson and Sugene white arrived in Anchoraze over the highway m, the
aed. They left for Juneau by plane on the 24th,

fee Wo. J. Niemi, District angineer, made an inspection tour of the roads
on the Kenai Peninsula on tne <7th and 26th, returning to Anchor.se on the 29th.

Very truly yours,

FOR THE LISTRICT HiGhwar

9Qa. HabkLA
LeAaRatchett

LAH: om
, Assistant District ingineer



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE DISTRICT
Anchorage, Alaska

Merch 3, 1950

Mr. A, F. Ghiglione
Chief ineineer
Alaska Foad Commission
Junesu, Alaska ;

Col.
Noyes.

. of
Dear Sir: f.Engr. AVE

dmin.....
Monthly Progress report for February 1950, Anchorage wt(OURS.
District, Anchorage, Alaska, btneos...%

1. Hy Government Forces,

a. Anchorage Roads:

Regular maintanence, consisting of sanding hills and curves, v}nglacier control, aad chirping ice, was performed on all Anchorage
roads during the month. io snow fell during the month but on the -~
second, surfece wincés drifted the roads full. ‘Winds continued Lig
through the third, fourth and fifth and plows, by working curing this
period on twenty-four hour shifts, succeeded in keeping the main roads
and school bus routes open, Side roads drifted fuli, however, end
could not te cleared until the fifth, Glacier at the foot of Home
Hill became active on the twenty-second, Glacier fence was erected,
culverts were thawed, ditches were opened up.

b, Palmer Highway:

Regular maintenance was performed on the highway during the
month, Ine to excentionally cold weather, the pavenent became slicic
and was sanded continually on the hills and sharp curves, The glacier
at Mile 17 remained active during the month and a heater was installed
above the culvert to keen it cnen. Highway remained free of snow dur—
ing the entire month except for snow drifting at Merrill Field,

c. Anchorage Depot:

‘Work contimied on the old warehouse at the foot of "C" Street
hill and on the twenty~elghth the building was moved across the rail-
road tracks and up Ship Creek, Some difficulty was encountered getting
under low hanging telephone lines but the lines were removed by the

Railroad
and the building was moved into the Depot Area on the first

of March,

The roof drains in the warehouse gave no trouble during the
hes

nfoteoe

>
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a Valley Roads:

Wind started blowing in the Valley on the second, plugging all roads
except the main highway, Crews worked 24 hours a day and succeeded in opening
the Palmer-Wasilla and Pelmer-atanuska roads, Winds continued until the
sixteenth, A11 roads were not opened until the nineteenth, At the present time
there is no snow in the fields around Palmer but there are berms of from four to
ten feet along the roads, Several bad glaciers formed on the Fairview road on
the twenty-fifth, This was caused by Cottonwood Creek freezing three miles below

_
the bridge and backing the water up, At the present time there is about six inches
of water over the cridse and tlans are to blast the ice dam. ‘This does not close
the road to traffic, however, as the half mile of closed road can be by-passed,

e, Glenn Hizhvay:

On the Glenn Highway the crew was kent busy chipping ice, erecting
glacier fences and sanding reads, Several small rock slides came down along the
Matanuska River but were immediately removed,

f, Sterling Highway:

Righ winds early in the month closed the road between Kasilof and
Starisky and also between xensi Junction and Moose River, Rosds were again open
for traffic on the fourteenth and the remainder of the month was spent in winging
back berms, sanding and glacier control,

My, Claude Rogers, General Foreman from Homer, came to Anchorage on the
fourteenth to cegin getting recuisitions ready for the Cantwell work, At that
time all the work on the peninsula was turned over to Ralph Soberg,

lowis Hendricks, Engineer at Kenai, is still busy securing right-of.
wey easements,

& Bethel:
Flans for securing a Quonset hut for storage and shop work by Foreman

Marsh et Bethel has fallen through as there are none now available in the area,
Kory little snow fell in this area and no maintenance was needed during the month,

h, Dillingham:

Snow removal continued at Dillinghan during the month with much of the
time being spent on that section of road between Dillingham and Windmill #411.°
The Sno-so carried imch of the load until late in the month when trouble was ex-
perienced with the Tord engine, Parts were immediately sent to Dillingham for
repair but during the time snow removal continued by use of the dozer and grader,
Several local residents were in the office during the month and appeared to be very
well pleased with the work of our local foreman in the area,

4, Kodiak:

Work accomplished at Kodiak during the month consisted of snow re—

oo
r
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moval end winter maintenance, Due to the mild winter in this area no glaciers
formed and all culverts remained open curing the month, Steady winds caused
some drifts and one plow was kept busy removing drifts as they occurred, Work
continued on the breakwater on Mission Beach. Coarse rock was hanled in from
the Base road and retaining logs were replaced,

je Cantwell:

Mr. Claude Rogers arrived in 4rchorage on the fourteenth and requi-
sitioning was instigated for materials and equipment which will be needed at
Cantwell for the forthceming season. On the twenty-~seventh Mr. Rogers and
Mr, Jess, locating engineer, flew from Anchorage to Cantwell to look the ground
ever and study snow conditions, Mr. Jess caught a gas car on the twenty~eighth
on route reconnaissance from Cantwell to the Faris, Snow conditions on the entire
route are good - there being very little snow either at Cantwell ox on the pro-
posed route to the Fark. ;

kk. Homer Dock:

On the night of the sixth ice in Xachemsk Bey, torn loose by high
tides and strong winds, took out seven fender piles on the face and two piles
on the approach of the Fomer Dock, Materials for the repair was furnished by
the Public Utilities [istrict at Homer ani repairs were effected by the Alacm
Road Commission. Crane was moved down from Xenai to drive the piles. Cost of
repairs were borne by the Territory and the Utilities District.

2. By Contract:

a, Glenn Highway, Bel:

Work is continuing cn final design at the Engineering Office at Palmer.
At, the present time 33% of the design has been completed,

>
Some winter work has been carried on at the upper end of Glenn B.2,

This consisted of getting final levels end grades so design can be accomplished,
Design work is being carried on at the Palmer Engineering Office, Twenty-two
percent of the work is completed at the present time.

Some work was done late in the month on the east end of the Matanuska
Bridge in conjunction with the design for the pier. Frost was thawed and holes
were excavated to solid rock, Elevation of the rock and final cross sections
were taken.

. 3. Weather,

The weather for February was colder than normal, Although no snow
fell, due to the severe cold and gale-force winds, trouble was experienced

ro
ng

Glenn Fi ghw. Bee:

Glenn Highwav, A;
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keeping the roads cleared for traffic. (On the twenty~seventh the temperature
reached a high of 33°, the first time above freezing temperature has been ex~
perienced in Anchorage since the twenty-fourth of November,

4. Miscellaneous:

On the second, Mr. William J. Memi, District Ingineer, entered activeauty at EXmendorf Air Base for a
a

period of thirty-five days.

Mr. Donald H, Miller, Chief, Administrative Division, and Mr. Sidney L.
Tmndwall, Cost Engineer, arrived from Juneau on an inspection tour on the
fourteenth, They left Anchorage by car for Glenanallen on the fifteenth,

Miss Mary Jones, Stenograrher from Juneau, arrived in Anchorage February
seventeenth, She left for Valdez via car on February twentieth,

‘Mr. Arnold R, Plumer, Highway Ingineer ~ G59, and Mr. Dean B. Kintner,
Instrumentman + GS5, arrived in Anchorage on the twenty-seventh, They have been
assigned to work in the Palmer rmegineering Office,

Very truly yours,

Wn, J, Niemi, District Meineer

wy §.0.. Hoth Sb-L. A. Batchett, Asst. Dist. Engineer

LAH: mtp
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE DISTRICT
Anchorage,Alaska

' Feb. 3, 1950

Mr. Aw F. Ghiglione
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:
”a

Monthly Progress Report for Janucry 1950, Anchordge.bistrict,
Anchorege, Alaska. e&N1. By Government Forces,

@ Anchorare Roads:

Regular maintenance cctisisting of sanding hills and curves, .giacier control and chipping ice off the road was carried on throughout ts

the month, Snow fell on the first, second and fourth of the month but
plows kept it back and all the reads remained open to traffic. The
glacier on domig Hill on Spenard Road started working end moving onto
the road, culverts were onened up and a fence wes erected, Wo snow fell
during the rest of the month and the. snow berms were winged back, ‘The
Campbell Airstrip roac was plowed out on January 10 toe provide access to
the numerous families in that area,

fo
IG
E

be Palmer Highway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the
month. Sanding was continued throughout the month onthe pavement end nills.
The glacier at Mile 17 moved over onto the highwey on the 27th and the ice
was chipped off, fence was erected and the culvert and creek channel were
thawed. A heater of oil drums was installed in the sand pileat 27 mile
to thaw and ary out'the sand for future sanding.

Ce. Anchorese Depots

Some work was done on the old warehouse at the foot of "C" Street
hili getting it ready to move, The walls were jacked up ready for the slcids,This work is being carried on by the maintenance crews.

Some trouble was experienced with the roof drains in the cold
storage section of the warchouse, The drain was thawed with the boiler but
there still seems to be a bad leak. It appears that the roof leaks, the
water runs unuer the roofing to the drain opening in the roof and then runs
down on the outside of the drain, Although the drain was plugzed in an ef-
fort to force the water to the drains in the warm storage, glaciers are still

N
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formed on the floor of the cold storage section. Finally the entire
reof was shoveled off to stop the trouble,

d. Valley Roads:

Barly in the month heavy snows and strong winds closed all.
the Valley roads. Snowing stopocd on the 4th and the winds -died down and
the roads were quickly opened up. The remainder of the mmth was spent
in equipment repair and winter maintenance on the reads, Several bad
glaciers developed on the ‘Wasilla roads that required constant attention
during the month. lir. Clyde V. King, General Foreman in the Palmer Area,
retired on the 22nd of the month and the vacancy was filled by Oliver Onkka.

ee Glenn Highway:

On the Glenn Highway, the crew was kept busy plowing snow, sand-
Ang roads, cleaning sluffed rock off the roadway and taking care of the
numerous glaciers that appeared on the sidehill sections.

Lo Sterlin=s Hishway: .

High winds and heavy snowfall early in the month blocked the
highway between Kasilof anc Starisky but the road was open for traffic
as soon as the wind died down m the 6th of the month. Ghciers were taken
care of and the hills and curves were sanded, Equipment overhaul and paint-~
ing was carried on satisfactorily at both Kenai and Homer.

The Engineers at both places are busy securing right of way ease~
ments wherever the road right-of-way encroaches on private property.

Bs Bethel:

Mr, Clarence Marsh, Foreman, was in Anchorege during the month,
He is attempting to secure a quonset hut in the area to serve as a garage
and equipment storage.

Work at Dillingham consisted of snow removal and maintenance of
the roads, building parts bins in the shop and overhaul of equipmmt. The
weather has been unusually mild in this area and the roads have been open
for traffic all month. Snow fence was erected by pushing the snow up with
the dozer about one nuncred feet fron the road on the prevailing wind side,
and drifting has been reduced to a minimum, Several residents of the Village
were in Anchorage during the month and voiced their approval of the way our
work is being conducted in the area,

he Dillincham:

_—
-
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i.Kodiak:
Unusual weather was encountered at Kodiak this month. Very

little snow fell and warm rains melted what lay on the graind keeping
the ground bare all month, On the 3rd numerous slides came down on the
Base rogd and glaciers started worlcing on all roads, Maintenance work
consisted of picking ice, cleaning culverts and ditches and erecting
glacier barriers, Lake in the month a shovel boom was borrowed from the
Navy for our dragline and permanent repairs on the Missia. Beach road
were started.

Work was orogressing on final design of this section with the
engineers working in the mess hall at Palmer, Apvroximately 28% of the
final design has been completed,

be Glenn Highway, Be2:

F. We. McAlister, Resident Mngineer, returned from leave on the
7th of the month and vent to worl on design of this section. To dete
approximately 10; of the final design is completed, ‘The work is being
carried on at Palmer,

,

ec. Anchoreze Arartment Houses:

Early‘in the month a break in the weather allowed the installa-
tion of the thermopane windows by the contractor, ‘With their installation
the contract was completed, as the remaining outside vainting was elimina-
ted by a Change Order, This work will be dene by the Road Comission
during the sumer.

3, Weather:

The weather for Jenuary was colder than normal; the average being
about 5 degrees lower than usual, Fourteen inches of mow fell between the
first and fourth of Januar; but since that date there has been no snowfall.
At Anchorage a new record for fog was established for the month as 22 days
of the month were fogsy. . ‘

4, Miscellaneous:

Colonel John R, Noyes and Mr. Wn. J. Niemi made an inspecticn trip
to Kodiak on January 3, .

Due to the heavy snowfall, the tops of all tanks and the boiler
house at the Asphalt Plant were shoveled off on the 4th, 5¢h ana 6th,

Clarence Hunt, Warchouseman,left on the 9th, on leave to the

By Contract,2e

4

t

4



Mr, Ghiglione - Juneau - Feb. 3, 1950 Page 4

States. His place is being filled by the ran who was his assistant last
summer, Nicholas Savitsky. —

Harry 0. thite and 0. B. Peterson made a tour of the Valdez and Fair~
banks Districts leaving Anchorage on the 5th and returning m the 13th,

B. D. Stewart, Jr., Valdez District Engineer, arrived in Anchorage
on the 19th on his say to tne Juneau Conference.

Frank Nash and Jonn Nudert arrived in Anchorage on the 20th on
their way to the Juneau Conference,

Very truly yours,

Wa, J. Niemi, District Mngineer

sy YO.SEISVerse saSSte Dist.imgineer

LAH: ma



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR co 4ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

MUONEARCACASKA ro mrs

Anchorage, Alaska
Janua 1950 {.ry hy 195 fi oe

Mr, Ike P. Taylor of Se
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Comaission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

Monthly progress report for December 1949, Anchorage District, _ a ~
Anchorage, Alasxa. oa”

SL
a, Anchorace Roads:

Regular maintenance consisting of sanding hills and icy places,
glacier control, and chipring ice off the road was carried on throughout
the month. On the 7th, snow started falling with anvroximately 9 inches
on the ground when it stopped on the Sth. Plows kept it off the roads
diring the day and started again early on the Sth berming back and getting
ready for future falls. On the 13th approximetely § inches fell and the
plows workea all that night making all roads passable for traffic. Glaciers
started worling on Rabbit Creek Hill on the Potter road anc the ice was .

chipped off the road, glacier fence erected and the ditches thawed out.
Weather turned cold on the 23rd and stayed down below zero and clear until
the 20th. On the 31st about 4 inches of new snow fell and the plows re-
moved it at once,

an
be

e

b. Palmer Highway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplishea during
the month. Sanding was continuec throughout the month on the paveneni and
on hills. Early in the month, the glacier at Nile 17 became active and re~

quired work with the boiler, Culverts were thawed out and a channel opened
in the small creek to handle the water.

ce. Anchorace Denot:

Overhaul ond painting was carried on very satisfactorily during
the math. The gasoline eccounting systemwas started the first of the month
and an attendant is on duty at Anchcrace as a part-time job, doing mechanical
work during the reuainder of the time. a

The warehouse has been marking all equipmmt and tools and get-
ting the property accounting set up and functioning, All surveying instru-
ments hwve been called in and are receiving a cheek for possible repairs,

"¢
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Tripods are being painted orange as a safety measure, inas—
much as they are in need cf painting anyway.

d. Valley Roads:

The Yaller roads were kent clear of snow during the month.
Heavy snows and hich winds on the 29th and 30th kept the plows at work on
2, hour shifts to keep traffic moving, Onthe 31st winds died and the
berms were pushed back in anticipetion of future storms,

On the Glenn Highway the crew vas busy plowing snow, sanding
mads, cleaning sluffed rock off the readway and talcing care of the numerous
glaciers that apveared on the sidernill sections,

Work at both Kenai and Homer consisted of winter overneul and
painting. Snow was removed from the roadvay as it fell and the hills were
sanded and glaciers taken care of with fencing or ditching.

@e Farm Reads:

Barly in the month, a short piece of road was completed, with
the exception of gravelling to connect Ninilchik with the Highway. Two
tenths of a mile of road was gracec uo and one bridge was constructed,

he Dillingham:

No report has been received as yet from the Dillingham area,
Neither have any letiars been received from the residents cornpleining about
conditions over there,

i. Kodiak:

Very Little snow fell on Kodiak curing the manth although the
rainfall was rather heavy, The month was spent in equipment overhaul and
in keeping the numerous rock slides off the Base road.

je Naimek Roads:

Field work was completed on the Naknek Village-Nalmek Airbase
road survey on the 9th of the month and Ensincer Arthur L. Jess returned
to Anchorage, The naps of the route are presently being drawn uv so es~
timates on equipment and cmstruction costs can be made,

ke Flat City Roads:

Although tork was shut down earlier in the season on the Flat

nismrey:

Sterlin
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City roads, it became necessary for Foreman Alderson to roll the airfield
due to daily air traffic to the area, Our plans are for minimum maintenance
to keep the field cafe for aircraft,

2. By Contract,

a. Glenn Hichwey, Section Bel:

The contractor closed down all operations on the 17th of the
ronth due to poor production.. The crusher was shut dow on the 3rd because
a@ gravel freezing to the screens and cutting preduction to about 30%, On
the 17th ali ficld engineering field werk was discontinued on the project
and hourly men released, Classified employees began woriting on design, The
Mess hall at Palmer was set up as a drafting office and all design work on
Bel and Bee is being carried on at Palmer due to the critical housing condi-
tions in Anchorage,

be Glenn Hichwev Be:
Field work was discontinued due to cold weather, about the middle

ef the month and Resident Engineer McAlister went on leave for a few weelts,
Mr. Ellery is handling design on this section until McAlister returns,

t. Anchorace Acartment Houses;

During the meth the apartment houses were sufficiently completed
to allow occupancy, Installetion of thermonane windows and adjustmmt of
furnaces is practically the only vemaining work, Due to cold weather, tempo~
rary wincows wiil remain in until the thermopane can be nut in place... AlL
apartments were occupied by tenants by Decerber 30,

3, Weather:

Weather for Decerber was about normal with snow falling on the 3rd,
the 13th and the 19th, Temperatures remained fairky high until the 21st
when the mercury dronvped to 15 below zero, From that time until the 20th of
the month temperatures did not rise above zero, with the low at Anchorage of
minus 27 degrees. Snow fell on both the 30th and the 3lst, accompanied by
winds and drifting in the Matanuska Valley.

4. Miscellaneous:

Harry R. Bates, Safety Engineer arrived on an inspection tour on the
U,th,.

Harry O. White, Master Mechanic,returned to Anchorage from the States
on the 1Sthe

Lowis R. Hendricks, Engineer, left on the 16th on leave to Seattle.
He plens to return early in January,

Colonel John R. Noyes arrived on the 26th on an inspection trip.
Ve

Jy NL
District gineer



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
stontERInCADASICAC

Anchorage, Alaska
December 29, 1949

4

Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alasia

7 ie
d

Dear Mr. Taylor:

Recommendations for 1950 operations in the ct,
outlined in your letter of November 1O, 1949, are submitted as follows:

SECTION I. This includes summer and winter maintenance of exist=
ing roads, continuation of projects and farm reads, asphalt plant overa~
tion, and engineering and inspection of contracts, Actual figures, as
furnished by Juneau, were used for Maintenance, Cantwell-Richardson Highway,
Sterling Highvay and Farm Roads, All others are the best available
estimates.

SECTION IT, Reconstruction and improvement of existing roads, ane]
Covers recomendations for regradins, widening and gravelling of roads. /which are of Low stancard to meet the needs of increased traffic. Also .-)
takes into consideration the need for greater safeuy through improved ~’

alignment and sight distance which in turn results in more rapid and
less costly maintenance, summer and winter,
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SECTION TIE, Under this sestion are the recommendations for new
equipment based on specific amounts set un in directive of November 10,
1949 for maintenance, new work and Farm Reads, Rehabilitation and
improvoment can be accomolished with equirment set un for maintenance and

cm
oD

‘farm road construction except for icKinley Park. When the extent of that
program is know, necessary equipment must be procured. _ '

N Same foo Nemes. ‘
SECTION I.

Route 35A, 35DB, Mountain Roads, (56,0 Hiiles Road; 1,0 Sled Road)

Onl; the barest maintenance was done during the past season and these
reads must ccme in for more attention in 1950. The read from Willow
tion to Lucky Shot needs regrading and spot gravelling, Bridges at Gold
Chora Creek, and Upper Willow Creek on the Willow Creek Extension are
unsafe and must be replaced, [ining activity is increasing with Snowbird
Mine working the year around, and Independence Mine opening up asain. Win-
ter maintenance to the rorks above Little Susitna Lodge consists mostly
of snow removals Cooperative snow removal with operating mines is the
practice at present beyond the forks, with the miners paying for cost
of fuel and operator's wages.

4Ww ee
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Summer Maintenance - - - — ~ ~$18,000,.00
’ Winter Maintenance=w = 7,000.00

Route 35B,F,G,H,J.— Valley Roads. (146.3 miles road) .

Heavy snow removal and breakup maintenance in the spring of 1949
drew heavily on maintenance funds and precluded any extensive maintenance °

on the Valley system during the past season. The one exception was the
Wasilla-Knik road which ceme in for regrading and gravel surfacing from
both maintenance and Farm Road Funds. An extensive program of maintenance
and i:provement must be undertaxen without delay if tne Valley roacs are
to be kept passable in the future,

Gravel surfacinz has almost completely worn out for 94 miles on the
Glenn Junction-rishnicok road. The farm loop on this route needs brushing,
reditching and several gravel fills to bring the road up in low spots,

The Wasilla-Fishnook road is in feir condition out brush is closing
in on the roadway, especially on the upper end,

Adéitional brushing and dit
ching

should be done on 34 miles of the
Wasilla-Knik road.

The Palmer-iMataenusia Roads, which include the Springer System adja-
cent to Pclner, require extensive brushins, reditching and sravelling, One
small bridge has become unsafe and mst be replaced, Qeae

iasilla-Finger Laxe-Palmer Roads encompass one of the most heavily ee
settled“and dev2lopec creas of the Valley. The 114 miles between Palmer
and Wasilia is the nost heavily travelled road in the system and requires
severél short line changes to improve grades ami remove danzerous curves,
Gravel is practically gore from the road surfcce betiieen Four Comers and
Wasilla, Decking on Cottonwood Creek bridge cust be replaced.

The Matanus'ca Trenk road is in need of extensive brush renoval,
ditching and spot gravel,

Original gravel surface of the Bogard Road has deteriorated until
many short stretches are impassable in rainy weather, Decking must be
replaced on one small bridge.

Wasilla-Matanuska road requires brushing, ditching and spot gravel.
The situation in the Matanuska Valley will be mentioned further under

Section IT.
Winter maintenance funds must necessarily be kept proportimately high

. wntil brush can be removed and the roads improved for the faster truck plows.
Summer Linintenence- - - - - - $52,000.00
Winter Laintenace- « 20,000.00
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Routes 45D, DA Mount McKinley Park Roads, ( 95.@ miles road; 14,0 trail)
Funds in amount of $20,300 were reserved for spring work to July 1,

1950,4as indiccted in Juneau memorandum of August 4, 1949, Maintenance work
will include protection of the road during spring runoff, removal of sluf-
fings at Sable Pass, Polychrome Pass, Toxlat, and between Miles 65-69; spot .

gravel over entire system and, especially between Miles 45-53, necessary
maintenance on old bridges, and re-ditching to maintain drainage,

Rehabilitation will be covered under Section II. .

Suaner Maintenance to July 1, 1950- - - -- $10, 300 aWinter Mainterance~ +--+ - 10,0002" §

Route43 ~ 1] (15.5 miles road)

The maintenance of this road always poses a problem due to its isola-
ted location, difficult: of supply, and lack of competent help on which the
local foreman can cepend, The section between Miles 1 and 2 on the grade from
I}iamna Bay to the Pass at Mile 2, is in need of widening and some gravel to
even up the rocky roadbed. Four culverts should be installed and reutine
maintenence gravelline done on the rest of the road, A bridse is needed st
Mile 4, where treffic fords the streaa, and which sometimes becomes impassable
during rains, anc causes erosion of the rozd. Approximately 555 tons of freight
was hauled over the road in 1949, the bulk of which was for the Civil Aeronau-
tics Commission and the Indian Bureau. No winter maintenance needed,

Sumer Maintenance- — $5,000,00

Route 51 - Talkeetna Roads. (40.7 miles road; 18.0 sled road; 16.0 trail)
Despite the high costs of placer mining there are always some working

at it. This road serves such operations, Gagnon Placer Mines onerated all
summer as well as ea number of individuals, That firm is putwing ina drilling
crew early next Scring and with the possibility of develosing sufficient ground
to warrant a dredge. The road should be maintained on about the seme scale as
during tee past year. The tractor loader and two trucks do a good job of
catching up on gravel. Cmsiderable brusa cutting and re-shaving of the road
is needed. Concrete abutment of steel bridge across umper Peters Creek needs
repairs. Summer maintenance onky required,

Summer Maintenance~ - = $15,000.00

Route 55C_- Sterling Hichway, (129.5 miles road)

Stripping was completed on the entire route in 1949, with sufficient
grading and drainage to make the road passable during the winter for through
traffic to Homer, Heaviest remaining work lies in the 24 mile section between
Mile 69 on the Kenai end and litle 26 from Homer (Mile 37.5 from Homer equals
Mile 81 from Forest Boundary, approxim.tely). Grading is 75:4 to 80% completed

WORN Yay -
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and most of the culverts are in, but considerable reditching and lateral
drainage remains to be done. The entire section must be gravelled and in
addition to this there remains one mile of gravelling at Nile 66, where
heavy grading remains to be done, two miles of regravelling between 67-69,
and one half mile on the Homer end, for an equivalent af approximately 27
miles,

Bridges across Ninilchik River and Deep Creek have only a bare deck.
Wheel guard and hand rails must be installed. Kenai and Kasilof bridges
require permanent type decking. The three steel bridges across the Kenai,
Kasilof and Anchor Rivers remain to be painted,

Placing of crushed rock surfacing will be started in 1950 on the
section between Kenai Junction and the Chugach National Forest boundary.
Progress will depend on the ability of the revanped Gruendler crushing
plant to turn out the rock. The plan is to stockpile crushed material,
with only a minimum erciv, until the plant has proven itself and the capacity
determined. Any breakdowns or adjustments of the plant will thereby affect
only the iniediate crusher rersonnel, who will effect revasirs, and eliminate
any lost time for hauling crews and equipment, Actual organisation of the
hauling and vlacing crew will follow when continuous operation is essurred,.
This will mean re~loacing from stockpile, but the cost should be negligible
compared t2 inevitable lost tine to hauling crew by bin loading from the
crusher unit. Necessary regrading will precece placement of crushed rock
and be cocrdinated with the entire operation.

The 27-mile gravel prozgrcm on the section betweén Kenai and Homer
should be timed to beat the rainy season normally starting in July. Several
plans are being considered, one of which would utilize frozen roadbed and
early spring operations with Dd+10's and dragline to gravel at least three
miles from Wile 25.5 to 23.5 on the Homr end and possibly a greater distance
if conditions are right. Another plan is to cover the entire distance with
a light spread as rapidiy cs ressible and then reinforce the gravel cover.
Muddy conditions could thereby be elimiuated over most of the section when
the rains come. Loading equizrment is considered adequate but ten to twelve
five yard trucks are needed to set up the necessery crews to accomplish
the job. It is recorm.ended that trucks destined for the Cantwell-aichardson
Highway project be diverted to the Kenai Peninsula for most of the season.

Equipment disposition and needs will be covered more fully under
Section IIT.

All work on the Sterling Highway for 1950 will be under the direction
of one General Forezan instead of two as in the past when construction was
pushed from both ends. .

It is also recomended that consideration be given toward initiating
the construction of a permanent camp at the Kenai Road Junction for future
construction, and sunmer and winter maintomance. This should include a
garage, Warehouse, dormitorics and the necessary residences or apartuents
for permanent personnel,4"
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Construction and Summer Maintenance~ ~ - ~ -$550,000,00
Winter Maintenance and overhaul 60,000,00

Routes 75, 75A, L ~ Anchoraze Roads. (123.0 miles road) .

With completion of paving on the Anchorage-Palmer section of the
Glenn Highway sometime during the summer of 1950, asphalt surface maintenance
will become a new tire of operation for the District. It is our understand-
ing that maintenance equipment is being studied and will be procured by Juneau
headquarters,

Tne entire system of roads south of Anchorage is being subjected to
steadily increasing traffic. All old roads are in need of brusn removal,

- some widening, reditching, and spot gravelling. Side drainage must be impro~
ved at many locations, A steel bridge is to be erected at the new crossing
of Peters Creek, Zagle River, Zklutna River and Knik Bridges must be painted.
Fagie River has only the shop coat, end the paint is wearing thin on the
others. Consideration is being given to possibility of contracting the
painting after further study and estimate of costs.

Sanding of paved roads must receive considerable attention, with rro-
-euremant of surficient modem equipmamd to attain effective results, [frocure-“ ment end storage cof sanding material for rapid operations during freezing
temperatures is a necessity.

More road signs are needed on all roads in the vicinity of Anchorage,
and on the Palmer highwa;.

With the great increase in rural popwlation south and east of Anchor-
age, and along the Palmer Highway, snow removal and winter maintenance has
reached a role of utmost importmce. Wo longer can roads be allowed to clese
even for a few hours, day or nignt. Workers cannot reach their places of
employment on the Railroad, at Fort Richardsm, in the City, and schools are ,

thrown off schedule. Traffic jams develop rapidly, with great danger to occu-
pants of vehicles during sub-zero temperatures, Lack of sand on one incline
on a main road can result in a treffic snarl that takes nours to untangle.
No two winters are exactly alike, which makes it difficult to accuretely
estimate the amount of funds required for winter wrk, Summer mintenance
funds must be expended when caditions are right for ding necessary work and
are not available for increasing winter operations during a bad year such as
1948-1949, At this time those costs hve not yet been compiled,

The recomended amount of funds for these roads was arrived at by teking
the entire auount set up by Juneau, reserving necessary funds for outlying areas
in the District, and setting up the remainder for Anchorae roads. ‘ith the
work load for 1950 in this area, the funds recommended appear to be insufficient.
Therefore, separate funds are included under Section II to relieve the main-
tenance funds,

Sumer Haintenance- ~ - = ~- ~ = = $95,000.00
Winter Maintenances = 35,000.00
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Route
Funds recommended are for continuation of our program to provide a

depot at Anchorage where all major supplies are stored and issued, and where
most of the major overhaul of equipment can be accomplished for areas joinedto Anchorage by roads, Hore unheated storage isneeded for materials and
supplies and Quonset huts serve this purpose reasonably well. The presentthree huts used for mess hall and living quarters should be placed on goodfoundations for this purpose and a small mess hall and dormitory provided.‘ We are now in process of jacking up and moving the old building from the foot
of "C" Street to the Depot area in the hopes that it can be placed on per-
manent foundations and partituoned for combined mess hall end dormitory, It
is still problematical what condition it will arrive in. Provision must also
be made for warm storage of equipment required on winter maintenance. Present
funds are not adequate to plan for this in 1950 program.

é es a}bee
(NER XSvy Concrete place-ent for floor in the mezzanine section will be onlywe half completed from 1949 funds. The remainder will be placed in the summer

of 1950.

Yard area will be enlarged and low spots filled due to settlement.
Painting of buildings will be completed and some landscaping started.

to
Maintenance and Imomvenent - - - - - - - = —$15,000,00

.
Route 75+P_- Anchorase-Potter Road. (14.1 miles road)

Maintenance will include protection of high fills, from erosion, re=-
ditching following stabilization of slopes, and surface maintenance. Snow
removal costs should be low due to wide roadway and excellent aligmaent.Truck plows can handle very effectively. Completion of tits road will be dis-
cussed under Section II,

Surmer Maintenance- ~ = =$6 ,000,00
Winter Neintenance- = 2,000.00

Route 76-C - Centwell-Richardson Highway.(New Project.)
Base of operations for this project will be at or near Cantwell on

the Alaska Railroed. Road Commission facilities are almost nm-existent at
that point, consisting of one Quonset warehouse used by survey crevs, As
indicated in letter cf Chief, Qperations Division, dated December 6, 1949,selection of. final location for the permanent depot should te deferred until
a thorough investigation can be made of all possible sites, The final route
into McKinley Park will have some bearing on the depot location.

Regardless of permanent depot location, a warehouse approxinately24'xiS' should be constructed at Cantwell, and fuel tanks of 10,000 gallon
capacity be insteiled for both gasoline and diesel fuel. A short railroad
siding should also be constructed for spotting cers with a ramp at the end
for unloading equipment from flets, Other permanent or semi-permanent build-
ing recoraended for the first season should include.a steel freue garace
401x100! on concrete footings with concrete floer, a combination mess hall

75D ~ Anchorage |
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and dormitory to handle messing for 50 men ana quarters for about 20 men,
and a frame builcing with concrete floor for electric generator and well
pump for water supply. A temporary warehouse, approximately 24'x50! would
bé required if the depot is at a point other than Cantwell. Tents could
be used for temporary housing at depot site during construction.

A considerable proportion of the funds set up for the first season
must necessarily zo into czuipment, depot construction, and camp materials
and supplies, Actual road work should consist trimarily of opening up as
much ground as vossiple to allow for drainage and stabilization for extensive
grading operetions the follow ig year ant thereafter, Two fairly lerge strin-

‘ping crews with a small amount of grading equipment are contemplated, follow
ed by a small gracing crew to é@édvance the gracing work as cround and weather
conditions permit, Ho grivelling should be attempted the first season, except
that which can ce done by carryall equipment on short haul.

. To open up as much sround as possible, the advance stripping crews must

ve set up with quarters, mass nall end wasn room on skids, whicn can be
rapidly moved over shert distances. Sturdy frame construction, with only
exterior sneathing and roof cen be used during the summer, and :dnterised as
required with weatherproof paner and interior insuleticen board, Skids should
provice about 20 inches of clearance, and 4 smooth surface of light sheet
metal installed uncer floor joists to prevent moss and roots rrom oiling up
between the sitids, Sketches of all desired buildings will be covered as a
separate subject.

Surveys tojard licKinie} Park will be started from Cantiell as early
as posSible to definitely fix the final route, Continuation of locction
toward Susitne River Crossing enc the Richardson Highway will be coordinated
with progress of construction to ease wo the supoly situation as much es
posal ble.

Initial supply of fuel and lubricants will be distributed along the
route on the snow in early Spring with bob sleds. Advance crews will zo up
to Cantwell early in herch for freighting followed by building workers as
materials become available end weather conditions permit.

Equipment requirements are listed under Section III,
New Construction - ~ =$1,000,000.00

Route 92 AA — Bethel Airfield and Road. (1,3 miles road)

The situation at Bethel during the past summer was not conducive to
progress in maintaining the roads and extending them, or in the maintenance
of the airfield. The Foreman is doing all he can with an old truck and 2
rented tractor. It is time to remedy this situction if we are to accomplish
much of anything, and we could easily lose the services of our part time
foreman who would be difficult’to replace, Tractor rental amounted to $1,004.00
in 1949, mostly for loading sand. The dump-truck is in poor condition and
should be replaced bir a 3 yd. veliuicie,
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The airfield is in need of considerable fill mterial to bring
up low spots and depressions due to settlement and erosion. An attemptwill be mace to secure the use of a DeS, tractor and 12 yd. carryall from
the Civil Aeronautics Commission for ten days to two weeks to accomplishthis work as soon as spring weather permis.

Improvements and additional road caistruction are discussed in
Section II. Equinnent recormendations under Section ITI,

Summer Maintenancee =» +--+ +$13,000.00
Route 92-R - Dillinchom-Snag Point. (9.5 miles road).

, Summer maintenance funds are required for patrol maintenance, spot
gravelling, replacement of cue bridge with a culvert, and improved drainage.
Winter maintenance covers ‘snow removal, and overhaul of eauiument by the
Foreman, The AC-35 tractor does not warrant an overhaul job and will be
used only far light work. Purchse of a new Deé tractor with angle blade
is recommended to replace the too heavy D-7 with straight blade, both for
summer work and winter plowing. The De7 could be shifted to Naknek if that
pro ject is undertaken.

The road patrol is providing good results in sumzer surface wainte-
nance, The winter situation should be much better with a steady foreman on
the job and the numerous co:.plaints received in the past from that area should
decrease. Improvement is discussed under Section II,

Summer Maintmanices $13,000.00Winter Maintenances -~ - 7,060.00

934A~ Bull River Road, (17.0 miles road).
With only assessment work going on in this area, only necessary

maintenence to hold the road from deteriorating is recommended, Some addi-
tional cribbing and filling will be required at the far end of the Chulitna
bridge.

Summer Maintenance- - - « ~$3,000.00

9h - Kodiak Roads. (7.9 miles road)

Funds reconmended are for surface maintenance, slide removal, rex
ditching, end spot gravelling. Traffic is increasing through steady growthand suburben home construction. The section of main highway to the Naval
Base requir.s constant attention on removal of sluffing rock and surface ~

maintenance, Crew will consist of about three men in the summer and one to
two men, as required, during the winter mmths on snow removal and overhaul,

Laprovement and recaistruction recor:.ended appears in Section II,‘and new equipment under Section III,
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Sumer Maintenance- =~ - -$20,000,00
Winter Haintenance and overhaul- - | 5 000,00

96B ~ Glenn Highway. (74.9 miles road; 1.5 sled road; 9,0 trail)
Sumer maintenance not be heavy, with the entire section under

contract. It will cover only the
sections on which

the contra tor
ips

not funderteken rehabilitation work, [PeMOC RANALUOLL GA ApacsLAA, Adansete fetus}
: AWinter maintenance continues in importance and will require more

sanding and greater care in snow removal, with an asphalt surfece to main-
tain in the future,

Section II ccvers improvement not included in contracts.
Sucmer Maintenance- -§ 5,900.00Winter Naintenance- 25,000,oa

98 - Homer Roeds. (42.4 miles road)

Completion of the Sterling Highvay will throw a large volume of traffic
on the local road systex. Light gravel surface will suffer and blade mains
tenance will be miltiplieu, The increased traffic will eventually requireall-weather roads tnroughout, of a stendard comparable to the Matenusica
Valley, and vlanring is'in that direction, Normal summer and winter mainte-
nance funds are included in the above figures, including the work of buildingsome form of cribbing at Miller's Landing. Investigetion was made late in
1949 of possible sravel cerosits at Olsen Mountain on the bench lands » and
encouraging prospects were encountered, Further investigations will be con-
ducted in.the Spring of 1950 to determine whenter the desosit is of sufficient
sizeto warrant a road several miles long. Cost of haul from the beach at
Homer is almost prohibitive for gravelling bench roads. No further extension
of these roads is recomended until present roads are greatly improved over
their present condition,

Civil Aeronautics Commission is preparing a request for imsrovement of
a section of road to serve their receiver station on a reimbursable bzsis
in amount of approxi:wtely 72 500400, Invrovenent of the vital Zast End road
near the beach is covered under Section II,

Sumner Haintenance- ~- ~ ~$29,000.00Winter Maintenance— - - = 6,000,00

FARK ROADS:

Petitions for Farm and Industrial Roads are being received regularlyin the District office. At the present time there are on file in the District,28 requests for roads, footbridges and even the gravelling of subdivision iroads, Eighteen of the requests, reoresenting 53 miles of road, have con-siderable merit for early construction. Most of them are in the Anchorare
area, adjoining the hatanuska Valley end clong the Sterling Highway and
branches,
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From a population stancpoint, the area near Anchorage south of the
Oilwell Road and East of the new Potter Road is the most critical, Not
only is practically all available land taken up but a total of 355 small
tracts have been disposed of to veterans and othes, An additional 29h,tracts will be made available for home sites in the near future. To adee
quately serve this area, aprroxim tely 15 miles of reads will be required,
Engineering studies have been made and data is being compiled.

it is the understand'ng of this office that a farm road policy is
in process of discussion and dsvelopmmi. Rather than submit any recommen-
ded priority list of construction at this time, a summary of all requests will
be brought to the District Engineers Conference for decision,

Completion of previous projects and new — - 4$150,000.00
Route 75 E - Anchorace Anirtiments,

Funds recommended are for completion of gravel fi11 around the build
ings, replacing topsoil, installing clothes lines, owilding serbage racks to
City specifications, completion of exterior painting which was elininsted from
the contract and construction of entry sidevalks,..At the time funds for these
extras were set up Inst season, it was merely a swa set uv by Juneau to take
care of imuedicte needs such as stripping and backfilling the area, water and
sewer lines, anc fuel tanks.

Total required -» - +--+ 41.2. ewe 56 ,COO,00

Anchorage Asohalt Plant.

The amount recommended is for operation and maintenance of the plantfor a period of approxim:tely six months from April 15 to October 15, The
estinate includes cost of fuel.

Operation and maintenance~ —-. . = =950,000.00
Contract Engineering and TInsnection,

No cost figures are available from the past on which to base estimatesfor engineering and inspection on cmtracts on Alaska Highways. Using.afigure of eight percent, and assuming that Glenn Bel and Be? will overrm
25% of bid price, the answer is approximtely 3275,000, A further problanof breakdown of this figure arises when it is not definitely imown how manyof survey and inspection personnel will be classified employees. The District
recomiendation is for 100% classification, which would place a large percentagof the funds in Juneau Purchase. Field funds are for mess operation, camps,etc,

Total required - ---- -.2- - e222. 2-2 -275,000.00

on
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KUSKOKWIM |SUB-DISTZICT

(35.7 miles road)

The crew on these roads consists of a foreman and one other man
with excellent results being obtained. This situation could easily deteriorate
unless a longer season is provided, especially for the foreman. Funds are set
up to provide at least seven months of work. Gravel surfacing is the major
effort each season. A small loader is needed to utilize numerous tailing
piles along all roads. This will increase production and reduce haul distance
ever the trap loading with dozer as oracticed in the past. Other maintenance
will include bridge repairs, reditching and surfsce blading. Winter dragging
of the airfield required periodically, not included in maintenance funds,

‘Sumer Maintenance- - - ~ ~ we —$15 ,000.00

(61.5 wiles road)

Mining activity continues in this area despite setbacks in other
parts of the Territory. One dredge overated curing the season on lower Gaines
Creek and a number of mechenized outfits worked on other creeks, Inokko Dred-
ging Company is rebuilding the dredge on woper Gaines Creek and brougnt in
considerable new machine~y curing the sumer, Surveys are also being mace for
possiole military install-tions.

Funds recommended are for reditching, brush removal and continuation
of gravel surfacing toward Sterling Landing from Candle Creex, and oi the upper
Gaines Creek road, Bridge at Anvil Creek, rear Ophir, must be replaced, Ad
ditional work is needed to complete the interior of the new garage and for
maintenance of the Froreman's residence.

Sumer Maintenance- - -~~-~+- +--+ - — $38,000.00
Winter Maintenance- 1,000.00

Route 60 F, Nedfra-iscon Mine. (12 miles road)

For minimum maintenance to protect the road frow exnessive erosion
and deterioration. To be charzed to Takotna allotment.

The following is a breakdotm of funds for the various routes and
projects. ‘where no actual figures were set up bi the Juneau office, District
estimates are submitted:

Routes 32B C, Flat Roads:

Routes 326, 2&D.H, Takotna Roads
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MAINTENANCEeet eee

Program Total
Route Summer Winter _ Pocram J.P L&M Field

Doiiton 358,
DB $18,000 $ 7,000 $ 25,000 $6,500 $5,500 ¥%$ 13,000

35B ,F,G,Hd-+ddewn 52,000 20,000 72,000 18,000 16,000 38,000
task 328, 33C 15,000 15,000 3,300 2,700 9,000
Tabrtaa 32G, 36D,H 38,000 1,000 39,000 9,000 8,000 22,000

Tlhaitiua 51° 15,000 15,000 4,,000 3,000 8,000
Qusheraa e795, T5ALtAhaw 95,000 35,000 130,

7000.
34,0CC 29,000 67,000

dined, DepSO°75D 15,000 15,CO0O 3,500 3,200 8,000
PTE 75P 6,000 2,000 é,000” 2,000 1,500 by 500

Lac hel, 9244 13,000 135 0cO 3,300 2,700 7 O00
Beary deaQAR 13,000 7,000 20,000 5,000 4,000 11,0C0
pfevade 93A 3,000 3,000 600 400

*

2,000Kode Oh 20,000 5,000 25,000 6,500 5,000 13,500Glew 96B 5,000 25,000 30,000 8,000 6,000 16,000
home 98 29,000 6,000 35,000 9,000 7,000 19,090

TOTALS~ - - — $342,000 @106,000
=

§45U,0C0 ¥.14,200 $94,800 $241,000

NEW WORK

Route Progran J.P. “_LéH Field
550 $ 610,000 $160,000 $130, 0CO0. $320,000
76C 1,000, 000 490,000 160,000 350,000
Farm Roads 150,000 39,000 33,060 78,000
TOTALS- - - $1,760,000 $689 , 000 _-$323,0C0 $745,000

McKINLEY PARK

Route Program JaPs L&w Field
46D, DA $20, 200 % 5,200 $4,000 $11,000
TOTALS- - - $20,300 $ 5,300 $4,000 $11,000

OTHER
Route Prosran J.P. L&M Field
75E (Apartmants) % 6,000 $ 1,400 $ 1,100 % 3,500
103 (Aspaalt Plsnt}50,000 Li.,000 10,000 26,000* Contract Engr. &

Inspection- ~ = -275,000 200 ,000 35,000 40,000
JOTALS= = - - = 9331, 000 3215 , 400 v6 , 100 ¥O9, 500

Hamma, 4 5,000 5,000 1.200 £00 3,000

ch

*Note: Breaxdown based on all employees on actual eigineering and inspection beingclassified employees paid from Juneau office,

pe
m
eg
ry
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SECTION IT

(Rehabilitation and Improvement) .

Route 35A, DB - Mountain Roads.

A minimum of tiork has been dore on these roads since ‘l1941. The road
from Willow Station to Luc.cy Shot is in poor condition anu needs heavy re-
habilitction in the way of drainage, reditching and gravel, On the Hatanuska
Valley side, the roacs are narroi:, crooked and overgrowing wit! brush. The
first 13 miles of the Fern and Snowbird branch road is subject to snowslides,
and should have a mile of sclocation starting near Little Susitna Lodge end
joining the old road near the old Viabel Kine, Construction by-pass was star-
ted in 1948 dowm Archangel Creek but was abandoned due to wet, sliding hill-
side on the route end erosion by the Creek.

Rehabilitation, and 1 mile relocation = $30,000.00

Rot ¢

As discussed under Section I, the entire system of roads is in need of
heavy maintenance and regravelling imich cannot be caught up with nomal main=
tenance funds. The funcs requested are to bolster us maintenance funds which

aare insufficient to core with a deteriorating situation.

Improvenient
-- - ----- = - = = = = -$40,000,00

Routes 75, 754, L - Anchorage Roads,

The same situation exists as has been mentioned under Valley Roads,
Ditches need to be opened up and brush oushed back from shoulders. Additional
culverts are needed as well as lateral drainace, dxtensive gravelling is in order
to bring the roads back tc where normal maintenance can Keep them in shape.
This surfacing should be crushed rock. Round gravel will net stay in place uncer
the heavy traffic around ancnorage.

Improvement-~- =~ -—-= $30,000.00

Route 75 P - Anchora;e-Potter Road.

Funds recommended are actually for completion of crushed rock surfacing
on the project. Some reshapi:g must be done this fivst year after completion
of the road. Supe Tiu be Aone,

nepanalicy, ov
unlic Stace ALLY?

Completion of project- ~~ «870,000.00
AY ‘Tua Che AA Cows

Route 92 AA ~ Bethel Airfield and Road. Coustindiduda ?
No appreciable progress has been made in past years to extend the road

up the ridge to the new village area, and to the new cemetery wiich has been
established due to River erosion of the old one. Three to four miles of new
road are needed to serve the Bethel area, Haintenance funds cannot be made

3 35 BLF,G,lJ. Valle Roads



Mr, Taylor ~ Juneau ~ Dec. 29, 1949 ; Page 14

to stretch very far in that type of country. This is actually new construc-
tion, and will help te purchase the nw quipment needed at Bethel.

Extension and improvement - - - - - = =$20,000.00

Route 92 Dillingham-Snag Point.
f

The plank road just out of Dillingham has needed replaceet for years.
The final solution is a fill across the swemp to Windmill Hill, The Dillinghan
Town Meeting ras petitioned a fill sufficiently hign to form a lake for float
planes, similar to the Homer setun. A more deliiled survey is needed but the
plank road must be replaced and sny fill placed now would serve later for the
dam.

Improvement ee $15,000,00

Route 94 Kodiak Roads. .

The Kodiak depot has alwarrs been a makeshift affair, built from any
materials that could be obtained Locally or through Army Salvage, Now that
we must move our installetions to the new site on the Mill Bay road most of
the lean-to and tacked-on sheds are not worth the cost of tearing down and
_re-assenbling.

°

We are attempting to obtain a 20!x120! warehouse from the Army installa-
tions at Fort Abercrombie at (4ller Point near MOL Bay,and perhaps a Quonset
hut. The army Gngineer, Port Richardson will give us an ansver on this early
next Spring. Concrete found:tio.s and floor should be installed uncer the
warenouse, which would be used as a repair shop and equipment storage building,
md would also contain parts rooms and olfice, The Quonset wuld be usedas a
warehouse. :

For Depot = = $20,000.00

Route 96 Horer Roass,

Homer is exmeriencing tne most rapid growth of any community on Kenai
Peninsula. A business section is taking shape and people are building hones
along the main roacs, and especiall; toward the East. The section of the
Bast dnd road, between the Road Conmission depot and Miller's Landing, is
crooked, rolling anc narrow. Sight distence is poor, and cars smst slow dow
almost to a stop to pass. Local traffic nas increased rapichy, and when
gravelling is completed on the Sterling Highway next season the number of cars
travelling these roads will be :ultiplied iany tines, Opening of the road to
Anchorage will find the roads jammed with cars,

A start should be made in 1950 to improve the roads adjacent to the
beach at Homer.

Rehabilitation and improvement - - - - - - - = = = = $20,000.00

Gd LieVARIt wrerpnralied
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Mest rehabilitation and improvement work can be accomplished with
maintenance equipment augmented by heavier equipment for short periods which
would nove from job to job. A maximum amount af the funds would go into
field work.

The following is breakdown of the recomnended funds for this program:

Route Protram Je P. Lé&u Field
35a, DB $ 30,000 $ 7,00 $ 6,000 $17,000
35 BF,G,H,d 10,000 10,000 8,000 22,000
75, 75 A,L 30,000 7,000 6,000 17,000
75P 10,000 18, 500 15,500 36,000
92 AA 20,060 6,000 3,000 11,000
92 R 20,000 7,000 3,000 10,000
oh 20,000 5,500 3,500 121,000
98 20,000 4,500 3,500 12,000

TOTALS ~ - = $250,000 $65,500 $48, 500 $136 ,000

Route 46 D Mt.McKinle~ Par: Roads,

Rehabilitation of roacs in McKinley Park is outlined in a letter dated
August 9, 1949 frou Chief, Construction Division to Commissioner of Zoacs for
Alaska, which also establishes amount of funus,

The 1950 program includes replacerent of one Large bridge (Savage River),
five small bridces, and elimination of two bridses by substituting culverts, all
between the Station and Mile 20.4. The vrosram aise includes one minor line
improvement, and resurfacing Miles 47 to 55.3.

Rehabilitetion and Improvement - - ~ $200,000.00

Route Program bee L& M Field

46D $200,000 $100,000 $30,000 $70,000
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SECTION IIL

(Equipment)

Atichorage Local, Valle: Roads, Nountain Roeds, Glenn Highway,
and Contract Construction.

This system of connected roads can be considered as one group, from
-
4n equipment standpoint, because of flexibility in shifting equipment rapidly.

Major construction equinaemt on hand includes the following:

Ly Tractors, (2-06, 2-D7, 2-HD1L, 4-TD18, 4~HD19.)
5 Carryall Scrapers (3-12 yd, 289 :rd.)

10 Motor patrols (9-12 ft, 1-10 £%.)
3 Power shovels (1-3/8 yd, 1-3 yd, 1+3/4 yd.)

12 Ford Dump trucks, 3 yd.
9 Reo Dump trucks, 5 yd. -

2 Pull Graders (1~10 ft, 1-12 ft.)
The above construction and maintenance equipment can be exnected to

perform the work recomuended for this area, inclucing rehabilitation and improve-
ment. The old crusnsr at Palmer will be overhauled for surfacing Potter and
other roads if recomsendations are annroved,

Winter maintenance equipment is a different story. The present vlows,
while capable of hancling light snowfall by continuous operation during snow
storms, are not heavy enough to cope with drifts of any size, Motcr graders
must be used almost centinuously to cut dow the pacited snow and to wing back
he berms, Bulldozers ar2 called out as a last resort on unpaved roads. The
answer is neavier truck-plow equipnmt, A start has been made in thet direce
tion with the Walters truck for which a blade and wing has been ordered. To
additional heavy truck~plows are needed, which would place one at Anchorage and
two at Palmer. One of the Palmer slows would work Glenn Highway to Eureka if
the lighter plows are unable to handle,

A rotary plow is freauently required to handle through cuts and mountain
roads, Our 15 year old Snogo at Palmer should be replaced by a newer model
with three screws. A lotor-grader t:pe wuld not be as effective on the crooked,
narrow roads on witich this type of equipment would be mostly employed,

Sanding of roads nust be more rapid and effective, especially on pavenent.
At least 6 mechanical sanders are required with two eat Anchorage, two at Paluer
and two inthe mountains on the Glenn Highway, we are ‘now testing out a Hall
sander through courtesy of Nerthern Comercial Company and expect to have a
Flink type through Yukon Equipmmt in the near future,


