INFORMATION.

To obtain a receipt showing delivery,
indorsec the article, across its fuce, “‘Re-
ceipt desired.” A check mark (/) or
(V) in the space after the words “Roe-
ceipt desired,” the letter ““ A" in the
space aiter the words * Delivery re-
stricted to addressce in person,” or the
letter “O” after the words “Delivery
costricted to addressee or order,” in-
d 's that a return receipd is desired,
or that delivery is restricted as staied.
absence of a cheek mark or of the
letters *A ™ and “ 0" indicates that
no reiurn receipt is desired and that
delivery is not restrieted.
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opinion that they were incorrectly drawn, inasmuch 88 iLhey reierrea uwo
the engine contrat whereas they shoulld refer to the contract between the
Road Commissioner and the party in whose favor each respective voucher

" was drawnj such contracts and their satisfactory execution being covered

by the certificate of your Assistant Commisslioners. However, from the
data contained in your erroneocus vouchers, ¥r. Cobb has prepared new ones,
which, when the neccessary detail has been added, when they have been
signed by the parties in whose favor they are drawn géfigg &o by
you as Road Commissioner, will be in proper order f GV } 8 ap=
proval for payment. -

Mr. H. H. Bhese re-written vouchers together with special letter from
ferribdbvisdniedd ifgmassalizearinstructions in connection with each voucher
Bpérhevbsithleekarned to you by first class registered mail so that as
little time as possible may be lost in their transmiscel. If you will pay
Besgciimttention and carefully follow out these detailed instructions, the
vouchers when returned to us will be passed for ayment; otherwise they
must aga muetbojoiaaemnﬁpmguufermnenw bdabneegrapd afsdopeing
perhehefundsveth@vionoheore fop ched.woRS donyouttdiepring Mdom% nﬂl}-
ehesupes ihamennnaaéieaceptbnbbens geud mstuaﬁsvemstaoﬁeu @exhe
efrlecanber Tthsulhrasevbrihiedikosappber usnnetMcnanrwtn iredp¢ned
REg¥a}chfarnpaynendoRirikherGe¥esaoRewly prepared vouchers.

Such inspection showing the vouchers to be completely lacking
in detail by which they could be audited, also that nearly all of them
were drawn with reference to a contract between yourself as Read Commis-
sioner and Parker & Pinkertoh, for the use of a road scraper engine,
wvhich contract,however,covered only the use of the engine and expressly
exempted the owners of the engine from other liability, I was forced to
advise the Governor against their approval as submitted, and that I was
referring them and the manner in which they were dramm to Mr. J. H. Cobb,
Chief Counsel, for his advice in the matter.

Upon referring the vouchers to Mr. Cobb, I found it to be his

. opinion that they were incorrectly drawn, inasmuch as they referred to

the engine contrat whereas they shoulid refer to the contract between the
Road Commissioner and the party in whose favor each respective voucher
wvag drawn; such contracts and their satisfactory execution being covered
by the certificate of your Assistant Commisslioners. However, from the
data contained in your erroneous vouchers, Mr. Cobb has prepared new ones,
which, when the neccessary detail has bsen added, when they have been
signed by the parties in whose favor they are drawn and certified to by
you as Road Commissioner, will be in proper order for the Governor's ape-
proval for payment.

These re-written vouchers together with special letter from
Mr. Cobb containing detailed instructions in connection with each voucher
are herewlth returned to you by first class registered mail so that as
little time as possible may be lost in their transmissal. If you will pay
strict attention and carefully follow out these detalled instructions, the
vouchers when returned to us will be passed for payment; otherwise they
must again be rejected. Your original,erroneous vouchers are also being
returned ag we have no use for them. The contract for the Road Engine,
the appointment and acceptance of your Assistant Commissioners, and the
certificate of such assistants in support of the vouchers will be retained
here pending the return of these newly prepared vouchers.



8. H. H. R. Road Com. 1/13/16.

In explanation of our position on these vouchers I wish to
say that it is not the desire of Territorial 0fficials to be unneccese
earily strict in these matters, but you must understand that as public
officials our actions are subject to investigation and criticism at any
time. As Territorial Treasurer I am under bond in the sum of $100,000.00
for the faithful care and correcct disbursement of Territorial funds. If
disbursements are made upon insufficient evidence of indebtedness, my
bond is subject to attack.

I notice in Mr. Roth's letter to the Govemnor in connection
with your vouchers, he states that you have been informed by a member of
the Legislature, who aided in framing the road law, that your mere cere
tificate of moneys due should be sufficient on this road work, but this
we cannot admit. All vouchers for expenditures on which warrants are is-
sued have to contain complete detail. If services are being pald for, the
dates, time, and rate per day, weck or month must be shown. If supplies
are being paild for, the voucher must show quaniities and prices in detail.
This is true from the Governor's office down, and we cam make no exception
of the Road Commissioner's department. The Mining Inspector is mot permitted
to certify to a monthly expense account in a lump sum, but must itemize
his account and submit receipts for his expenditires which are used as sube
vouchers.

When finally settled your vouchers wkll not be in the shape we
would like to have them. The Road Law provides that "all road work shall
be done by contract.” To the vouchers in settlement of these contracts
a copy of the contract should be attached with the Assistant Commissioner's
certificate as to its letting, completion and acceptance in accordance with
the law. Vouchers for other expenses than road work should contain complete
detail and should, preferably, have on them the approval of the assistant
commissioners. I ncte that your letter to the Governor states that the reason
you did not have your assistants sign the vouchers sent in, was, that there
was no place arranged for their signatures: In this connection I might say
that there 1is no place arranged for the Governor's approval, neverthe less
he finds a place to put it. The form is a regular one for all departments,
and with a 1little ingenuity can be adapted for your use. If all this seems
a little complicated, we would have no objection at all to a moderate ex-
penditure for clerical help. It would be much better, as far as possible,
to have your vouchers made up on the typswriter.

Awaiting return of these vouchers, and trusting that you will
have this matter better systematized next season, I remain,

Very truly yours,
Territorial Treasurer.

Carbon cobpy to

Governor Strong.



S February 29, 1916.

Firet National Bank,
Fairbanks, Alaska.
Gentlemen:

In this

-3

121l there is golng forwsrd to Mr. Roy E.
i*addocks, of Falrbanks, a I'orest Reserve Fund warrant on.

the Territorial Treasury in amcunt of §$1,140.00. In succeede
ing mails as ¥r. Ross, the road commissioner, sends in core
rected vouchers for vork done in his district oilher war.cants
on this fund will follow. I write you at this time to advise
that these warrants are _rzwn against funds which are actu-
ally in the Treasury, they will be taken up promptly upon

precentation, and that they may be safecly hundled as cash
items.

3

Yery truly yours,

Territorial Treasurcr.



Ty

February 29, 1916.

American Bank of Alacska,
Fairbanks, Alaska.
Gentlemen:

In this mail there is going forward to Mr. Roy =.
"addocks, of FTairbanks, a Forest Reserve Fund war:iant on
the Teroitorial Treasury in amount of $1,140.00. In succecd-
ing meils as !'r. Ross, the road commissioner, sends in core
rected wouchers for work done in his district other warrents
on this fund will follow. I write you at this time to advise
that these varrents are drawn against funds which are actu=-
ally in the Treasury, they will be taken up promptly upon
presentation and may be fafely handled as cash itams.

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treasurer.
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C-0-P-Y

Fairbanks, Alaska, June I, I9I5,

kr. James ¥, Barrack,
Fairbanks, Alaska.
Dear Sir;-
I hereby appoint you an Assistant Road Commissioner
for the Fairbanks Precinct in the Fourth Road District, Alaska.
Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter and
your acceptance of the position on the bottom of this letter

and return to me,
Yours truly,

(Signed by) H., H. Ross
Road Commissioner.

I hereby receipt the above letter and accept the appoint-
ment of Assistant Road Commissioner for the Fairbanks Precinct

Fourth Road District, Alaska,

(signed by) J. E, Barrack

DATED June Ist, I9I5,.



C-0-P-¥

Fairbanks, Alaska, June I, IQIy,

lr, John lietzger,
Fex, Alaska.
Dear Sir;

I hereby appoint you an Assistant Road Commissioner
for the Fairbanks Precinct in the Fourth Road District, Alaska.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter and your
acceptance of the position on the bottom of this letter and
return to me,

Yours truly,

(Signed by) H, H. Ross
Road Commissioner,

I hereby receipt the above letter and accept the appcint-
ment of Assistant Road Commissioner for the Fairbanks Precinct
Fourth Road District, Alaska.

(Signed by) John lletzger

DATED June 4, I9I5,



C-0-P-Y

THIS AGREEIMENT made and entered into by and between H, H,
ROSS as Road Commissioner for the Fourth Road District, Terri-
tory of Alaska, party of the first part, and PARKIN & PINKERTON
of Fairbanks, Alaska, parties of the second part,

WITNESSETH: that

WHEREAS the party of the first part has

advertised for bids for grading, filling, etc., roads in the
Fairbanks Precinct of the said Fourth Road District, and,

WHEREAS the parties of the second part have made an
investigation of the work expected to be done by the party
of the first part, and

WHEREAS, IT HAS BEEN MUTUALLY AGREED that the work of
said grading could be done cheaper by means of power fur-
nished by a caterpillar, and

WHEREAS the parties of the second part are the owners
of the only caterpillar in the said Fourth Road District,
and that the same is the only available caterpillar for the
present season.,

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the
parties hereto that the parties of the second part will fur-
nish to the party of the first part, their caterpillar for

the season of Nineteen Hundred and Fifteen, for the sum of



And it being further understood and agreed that the parties
of the second part refuse to become responsible in any manner
for the payment of same or any part or portion thereof and
the parties of the second part, for and in consideration of
said sum of Tive Hundred Dollars ($500) so agreed to be paid,
40 hereby guarantee that the said caterpillar will do and
perform the work of grading the said roads in a manner en=
tirvely satiéfactory to the party of the first part as such
Commissioner and to James B, Barrack and John letzger, as-
sistant Commissioners.,

DATED at Fairbanks, Alaska this_ Ist. day of June, I915,

(Signed) H. H, Ross
Road Commissioner for the Fourth
Road District, Alaska.

(Signed) Parkin & Pinkerton

By H. B. Parkin,
membher of firm,

THE FOREGOING CONTRACT IS HEREBY APPROVED and we hereby
respectfully state and set forth that no bids were offered for
the construction of said work in connection with said cater-
pillar or any portion thereof ; and it appearing to us that
the most economic method for performing said work, was with
said caterpillar and as no bid had been made for the work in
connection with said caterpillar, it became incumbent upon the
road commissioner to supply the same in order to accept the
contract of the Parkin & Pinkerton; which said contract was
agreed to with our consent and approval.

(Signed) J. E. Barrack,

(Signed) John letzger
Agsgistant Commissioners for the
Fairbanks Precinct 4th., Road District, Alaska,




The foregoing vouchers,

NAUE
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Ben Smith

Jack Eschelman
William H, Himes
William Henslee
Ed. Arkins

J. C, SBayers

"Jack Desmond

J, P. Schoeser
Samson Hdwe., Co.
Parkin & Pinkerton
Bessie 3laker, lirs,
C, J, Peterson, lirs,
Carl Douglass
KElbert Wood

C. W, Porter
Tanana 1iill Co,
Roy E, Maddocks
Henry Riddle

T, C. Company

T, V. R, R, Co,
Bill Enight

Andy Olson

R, T, Blakely
William Seyferxr
Itetzger Co,, Inc,

Agen & Griffen

C-0-P-Y

Voucher No,

9 09 0 08 0 0 0

AVo N o o BN S I L V)

to-wit;

Amount,

$ 58,00
43.50/%47,;,
331,00« ¢
329,00+
320,000
720,00
20,00/
68.50%"
1145.17/ v
500.00 1
328,257
106,75 a/,@//L
93.50
281,00 3/-%/
96,507 Te*fie
63.36¥

II4-O.OOlfﬁ‘fﬁsz?/(<L°

224,007

33,00/,
.50 A efie—
15.50/13/119{%
306.25¢"



WAME . Voucner Lo, Amount,

® @ ¢ 0 ¢ 30 90 0 0 0 0 O 00 69 SO O T PO S OO O BV OO OO 600 QO OB OO OO 000 QO I e OO

I. E, Tyo 31 $ 52,007 *’710/,,,

W. T. Henslee 32 44.00V/ y

B4, Arkins 33 44.OOV// y
Independent Lumber Co. 34 160.00“// b
J. C, lichonald 35 63.50:i p

J., H, Groves 36 (not enclosed) 35,00« e
Nels Peterson 37 " u 30.00//' Z

N. Beatty 38 " " 31,00 "

W, T, Pinkerton 39 o H 11,00~ o

B, S. Kennedy 40 i " 16,50 4
Ben Thompson 43 " " 35.50¢ !

represent contracts that were actually made with H, H. Ross,
Road Commissioner for the Fourth Road District, Alaska, for
the performance of work upon the roads in the Fairbanks Pre-
cinet, Fourth Road District, Alaska, in the letting of which
contracts we assisted H, H, Ross, Road Commissioner and
which said contracts were approved by us, and

WE HEREBY CERTITY that the work and the whole thereof
which was done upon said roads under and in pursuance of
gsaid contracts and under the direction of H. H, Ross, Road
Commissioner, was inspected by us and each of us, indivi-
dually, before the said work was accepted, and that the same
and the whole thereof was found by us and each of us, to be
wholly satisfactory, and the same was accepted upon our and
each of ou# recommendation,

WE HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY that hids were advertised for
the doing of said work and the whole thereof, and that the
said work and the whole thereof, was open for competitive
bidding, and that the work was done under and in pursuance

/D om



of bides that were pursuant to such advertisement and were
éwéfded to the lowest and best bidders,

- YE HEREBY CERTIFY that the work that was done
under "and in pursuance bf the contracts entered into by the
Road Commissioner as aforesaid, was neceséary work to be
done to the best interests of the Territory of Alaska, and
particularly the Fairbanks Precinct, of the Fourth Road -Dis-
trict thereof and at the 1east'possib1e cost to the Terri.-
tory df'Aldska, and that the same and the whole thereof was
done économically.

Dated at Fairbanks, Alaska this 6th, day of December,

1915,

(Signed) J. B, Barrack,

(signed) John Metzger,
Assistant Road Commissioners
Fairbanks Precinct, 4th., Road
District, Alaska.




Territory of Alaska { I

Office of the C-0-P-Y,
Chief Counsel
Juneau, Alaska,

January 10, I916,

lir, H, H. Ross,
Fairbanks,
Alaska,.
Dear Sir;-

I have before me your letter of December 7th, to
Governor Strong, together with the vouchers and the accomp-
anying papers for road work in your District. I have just
written the Treasurer to whom the matter was referred by
the Governor, a letter and transmitted to him vouchers made
out in proper form, with the request that the whole be trans-
mitted to you for re-execution,

I regret very much the delay in this matter, and
which I am sorry was not obviated by your calling upon this
office, as you had a right to do, for advice in the first in-
stance as to the methcd of making out your voucherg, but you-
must realize that if vouchers.which appear upon their face
fo be irregular are paid by the Treasurer, some legislature
or some other officer in the future might make seriocus trouble
for him upon his bond, It is the policy of this office, so
long as it is occupied by the present incumbent, to do every-
thing possible for a speedy, harmonious and legal administra-
tion of the laws, and I only ask a fair and full co-operation
from all the Territorial officers in doing that, and trust

that you will see the reasonablcness, not to say the absolute

nece
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essity of my taking the course heretofore that I have.
When you have received these vouchers , I ad-

vise as follows:

lst. 7Voucher to Ben Smith: In addition to what the
Wéﬂ already contains add the number of days work.

%zg_{%/,(, 3nd. Jack Eachliman: Same.
231" aﬂ"{/b 3rd. Wm. H. Himes: Same.

3% ’fofic 4th. ¥Wm. T. Henslee: Same.

7o, oL Sth. Ed. Perkins: Same.
7/;/0. bff&/:ts 6th. J. C. Sayers: Same.
2o. Aéfe 7th. Jack Desmond: Same .

b 950 %Mo Bth.  J. F. Schoeson: Same: There may be supplies
N " furnished and if so these should be given.

b
AN ‘l%ﬂ 9th. Samgon HFardware Co. A bill of the supplies
furnished and statement of shopwork should be
attached to this woucher.
é"gp.eo%mﬁbloth. Parksr & Pinkerton: O. K.

_Yi('yr"’/m{,u 1lth. Mrs. Bessie Blaksr: Priee and number of meals
478 = and beds should be statad.

06 15¥efc 12th. Mrs. C. J. Psterson: Same.
13th. Carl Douglas: DBame.
78 2 Aer, 14th. Elbert Wood:  Same.
4o<® aﬁ’/" 15th. C. W. Porter: Details of work should bz given.
;524 Jefic 160, Tananz Mills: O. K.

/)/[,V (bl/'fth. Roy E. Maddocks: Number of days work and price
ML ' per day should be stated.

M&%M"”li%th.ﬁenry Riddell: O. K.

%oﬁdﬁ(ﬁ 19th. Northern Commercial Co. O. K.
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H?H.R-—s.

%f&’ &/,4/,(‘ 313t.

Y1hae 2Zﬁ4¢ 2and.
B8, so %feefio  23rd.

e Trefs  aatn.

Tanana Valley Ry. Co: Frieght bills should be
attached to this voucher.

Bill Knéght: O. K. if #§#}# contract was for work
dons. Otherwiss number ol days should be given.

Andy Olson: 0. K.
R. T. Blakeley: 0. XK.

Tm. Seyfer: 0. K.

L &0 af"‘ﬁ&, Mztzger Co. Inc. Bill shhuld be attacked to this voucher

' 36th.
306 2/6/ Aeefre.

SV.00 51'7,’6 2%7th.
3%ﬁﬁ4 z8th.

e
e *lotee 2gth.
6o, 27«4{,«.._ 30th.
33nd.
éz{L Sded.

Fagan ana Griffin: Bill of meterisl on firast
item should bz attachad. On third item, number
of days work of t=am should be stzated.

J. E. Tyo: 0. K.

¥. T. Hensley;0.K.

ZD. Arkiuns: O.X.

Indeyendent Lumber Co. 2.K.

H. H? Bosa: O0O.X.

J. C. ¥cDonald: O0.K.

Regarding your voucher No.33, abovs, I have had

to advise that it could not be paid until proper vouchers

covaring the full sum of $6954.48, has been furnisasd.

Plzagsz obserfe these direotions in completing

thz voushars, and any further delay in paymrents will be

avelded.

In coneclusion I wish $0 aszurs you that the Gov-

ernor, the Treasurer, and thils offics, ars zll anxious to

avoild all delays, and to have the bills of tns Territory
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H. H. R. -4.
promptly pald. But of course the law must bz complicd with
in paying the monays &f the Treasury.
Trusting that thare will be no furthar trouble
or dslay in this matter, I am;

Very Truly Yours,

Chief Counsel.



April 13, 1916.

Mr. H. H. Ross
Territorial Road Commissioner,
Tairbanks, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

I vrite to you at this time regarding amounts which will be
avallable to you for expenditure in the Fourth Road District during
the coming season. Recelpts ol the Forest Heserve Fund, siace iormer
distribution of April 30th, 1915, have been as follows:

Aug. 31,15. Transfer from Deposit Interest IFund,
account guarter ended June 30, e-=ccccco-a 301,62

Oct. 20,15, Transfer Trom Deposit Interest Tund
account auarter ended Sep. 30, eceac-_-- e 302,00

¥ov. 6,15. Trom Treasury Department of the U. S.
257 of receipts Trom Mational TForests

in Alaska fiscal ycar ended Jun. 30 11,1685,75

Jan. 31,16. Transfer from Deposit Interest [Fund,
account guarter cnded Dec. 30, 1915. 290.22
Potal, - e --= $12,059,.59

According to the provisions of Chapter 27, Laws of 1915, seventy-
five per cent of the above noted total receipts shall be made available
for the building, repalréng and maintaining of roads, trails and bridges
in the Territory, one-fourth of which amount shall be avportioned to
each of the four road districts of the Territory. Plezse be advised that
in accordance with provisions of the above mentioned law, the sum of
$2,261.18 has been apportioned to each road district on thc appropriation
ledger of this office. This amount of $2,261.18 -plus what was unexpended
of your availuble funds for last year- will be available to you for ex-
penditure during the coming season.

According to our list of the re-written vouchers, returned to
you bj Mr. Cobb, there arc still two outstanding as well as your own
for 5% of expenditures. As soon as these outstanding vouchers are ree
ceived and paid, your own will be checked up and paid, and we will be
able to advise you as to the total amount available to you as shown by
the books of this office.

I take this opportunity to caution you, ¥r. Ross, as to vour
expenditures during the coming season. Section 5 of the Act provides,
that all road work shall be done by contract to the lowest and best
bidder after the same has been duly advertised, and we will have to
insist that your vouchers for road work show that provisions of this
section have becn complied with. In preparing these contracts tripli-
cate coples can easily be made-one for your office, one for the cone-




#2. H. H. R., Road Com. 4/13/16.

tractor and one for attaching to the voucher which comes to this
office for payment. This contract bearing your certificate that
it had been let to the lowest and best bidder after being duly
advertised, also carrying the signatures of approval and accept-
ance of your assistant commissioncrs, woulfi fully support the
voucher. These recuirments were all complied with by the Road
Comnissioners last year with the exception of your-self.

Items of incidental or miscellaneous expense, not, covered
by the words "Road work", are, of course, not required to be pur=-
chared by contract, but vouchers covering this sort of exnense
should state fully what they are for, and separate detailed items
and cost per each mnust nlwnys be given. As T have bhefore advised
you, moderate amount of exncnse for clerical help in connection
with vour office will not be objiccted to. I believe that Mr. Cobb,
chief legal counsel for the Territory has advised you that you are
at liberty to consult him at &ll times. Possibly h:s is toco far away
from you to be of much avsil, in which case reasonable attiorneys fees
for preparation of contracts, &c., would not be objected to.

Tith due regard for provision of law regarding the expcnditure
of money in these mead districts, and ordinary care in drawing the
vouchers that are forwardecd to this office,.‘these settlements can go
through with no trouble at all. Ve cannot, however, allow them to go
through ncxt season as we did the last, I will write vou again when
vour vouchers for lact season are all paid un, and I have the exact
arount available to you for the coming season. Voucher blanks will
be sent to vou as soon as the river navigation opens.

Very truly yours,

Territlorizl Treasurer.



March 11, 1916.

Mr. Guy B. Erwin,
Attorney-at-Lawv,
Fairbanks, Alaska.
Dear. Glp:

from thé officc of the Governor I'am in receipt of the
vouchers lor road work cncloscd in yvour letter to him of TFeb.23.

Please b= adviécd that thcse vouchcers, with-the gxcepllion
of that to Fr. Ross, Commissioner, have becn passed for payment
and warrants in setilement are golng Torward in this mail to the
respective claimants.

The voucher to Mr. Ross for nis commission on disburcements
is being held up pending arrival of 2ll the vouchers covered by
the amount claimed as disbursed. Please also take notice and report
to »r. Ross that voucher to Jack Eschliman hac been reduced from
$43.50 to $43.00 the latter amount being ithe correct total for
eight and three-fifths duys at $5.00 per day.

“hen all vouchcers are in for the past seasong work Mr. Ross!
voucher will be checkcd up ond corrccted and passed for payment.

Yery truly yours,

Territorial Treacurer.

CC=For of'i'ice of

The Governor,
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April 12th, 1915’ _
i Vﬁﬁ%
W. G. Smith, Es3., - ép]t;e
Territorial Treasurer, Lo, g M op

Juneau, Alaska.

SIK:

I am forwarding by tais mail to Governor Stroﬁgméé'be
countersigned by him four vouchers for work and supplies furnish-
ed tec ths Road Commissioner 4th Road District, Alaska, which
will comrlete and clear up all the accounts for the season of
1915, Will you kindly correct ir. Ross's personal voucher
Wo. 44 so as to take into consideration the $75.00 repressnted
by vouchar No. 45 to the writer, and forward a check to him
without further delay,

I would also ask you to inform =ither Mr. Ross or myself
what further funds have been placed to the credit of the Road
Commissioner for 4th District

Thanksing you for your promptness in this matter,

Yours truly,



April 26, 1916.

Mr. Guy B. Erwin,
Attorney-at-law,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

I write to acknowleuge receipt ol your letter of Apr.
12th and to advise that the four vouchers mentioned therein were
passed for payment and warrants lissued yesterday in settlement;
to advise also that Mr. Ross' personal voucher has been corrected
to agree with his total expenditures to date, a statement of which
is herewith enclosed. Original of this statement has been attached
to the voucher which will be passed for payment today.,

Under date of Aprll 13th, I advised Mr. Ross of receipts
of the Forestry Fund since distribution of April 30, 1915, and as
to amount of $2,261.18 having been set aside to each road district
from such fund for road work during the season of 1916. Also at
that time 1 informed FKr. Ross, that as soon as his expenditures for
the year of 1915 were all in, I would advise him of amount of unex-
pended balance from old appropriation, and total amount available to
him for expenciture during the coming season. This I now do Lhrough
you, and as follows:

April 30, 1915, Appropriation from Forest Reserve Fund,$11,310.80

Total expenditures during seasén of 1915, $8,252.23

commissioners compensation, 5% of exn. 412,60 8,664.83
Unexpended balance of appropriation, ...... ....... oo 2,645,.97

April 1, 1916, Appropriation from Forest Reserve Fund, 2,£61.18
Total amount available for expenaiture curing 1916, .. $4,907.15

In my letter to Mr. Ross, mentioned above, I cautioned him
about complying, in the future, with Sec. 5 of the law which requires
that all road work performed shall be by contract, which such contracts
shall be let to the lowest and best bidder after the same has been duly
advertised. Mr. Ross wrote Governor Strong last year that owing to
doubts as to solvency of the Territory he was unable to let work by
contract. Such doubt is absurd as the Forest Reserve Fund of the Terri-
tory is received direct from the United States Treasury, and under the
law can be used for no other purpose but for schools and roads. Even
though other funds of the Territory might be exausted, this office
would be obliged to hold sufficient cash on hand to meet all obligations
of the Forest Reserve Fund. So lon as each road commissioner does not
exceed his appropriation and submits his vouchers in proper form, his
expenditures must be met if made in accordance with the law.
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¥hen vcuchers are made up in settlement of contract work
they should be worded with reference to the contract a copy of
which should accompany and be attached to the voucher. A cer-
tification should accompany the contract that it was let accord-
ing to law; that is,that i1t was let to the lowest and best bidder
after due advertisement, and approval and acceptance by the assist-
ant commissioners. Vouchers for other matters than road work should
contain complete detail showing purpose of expenditure, itemized
cost, &c. These conditions were complied with bg all the other Road
Commissioners last season. Owing to Mr. Ross' unfortunate misunder-
standing of the law we have strained a number of points and allowed
his past seasons vouchers to go through in an irregular manner to
some extent, but we cannot repeat this for the coming season.

Please cautlon kKr. Ross in regard to thése matters, also kindly
acknowledge this letter that we may know he is fully apprised of
the amount of funds at his disposal during the coming year.

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treasurer.

The Commissioner of the Third District, last season, allotted

certain sums to certain work. He then posted notices of the work,
the amount available for 1t and his willingness to accepts bids
for a certaln number of men, each to be provided with suitable tool,
at price per day, man with temm, wagon,plow and scraper at

nrice per day, contractor to act as foreman on the work at

‘price per day; total of the contract not to exceed the amount
allotted. The price per day was specified to include board of men and
temm and to cover tools and other equipment, thus relieving the Road
Commissioner from responsibility in thase matters. Right was reserved
in the contract to aismiss any man from the work who was unsatisfactory
to the Commissioner or his assistants. If Mr. Ross is unable to let
his contracts in lump sums, I would suggest some such form as that
used by Mr. Wood of the Third Bistrict.

/
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Very iruly yeurs,

Territorial Treasurer,
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Juneau, Alaska.

Sire 5

I am to-day forwarding to Governor Strong fo; his approvél
voucher No. 51, J. J. Clausen, $183.50, for builéing a bridge
over Goldstream creek on Fairbanks-Fox road, for the Road
Commissioney, 4th District. I trust you will find this in
proper shape. Criginal contract is attached to vcucher, and
R2#4°%8re posted calling for bids.

Vhile rather late, I wish tec acknowledge receipt of your
letter of April 26th, giving total amount available for expendi-
ture.

T will try to keep Mr. Ross straight in his transactions
this year, I must say, however, that it hampers him a great
deal, for the nature of the wocrk this year is nearly all repairs.
There will te a little hole to fix here, and anothexy there; a
culvert to bes cleaned out and reraired, and such small remairs.
Vhen a big rain comes on, or wher. the snow is going off, if
Mr. Ross had the right to hire a man immediately when a break
occurred, such as gurning the water on a hill, or something of
that nature, a lot of cost could be saved, but when he has to

advertis£°5 bid and enter into a contract to do some work of

that sort, by the time hes has got around to it the wash-cut has
assumed large proportions, when possible a few minutes work
would have stopped it.

Yours truly, T3



