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opinion that they were incorrectly drawn, inasmuch a8 tney wo
the engine contret whereas they shou€d refer to the contract’ between the
Road Commissioner and the party in whose favor seach respective voucher

‘was drawn; such contracts and their satisfactory execution being covered
by the certificate of your Assistant Commissloners. However, from the
data contained in your erroneous vouchers, Mr. Cobb has prepared new ones,
which, when the neccessary detail has been added, when they have been
signed by the parties in whose favor they are drawn f
you as Road Commissioner, will be in proper order roereRETS:ishehe? oy

ap-
proval for payment.
Mr. H. H. Bnege re-written vouchers together with spocial letter from
ferrtoppisdntadd igemnéeaiover instructions in connection with each voucher
ReérhevsenitAleexkarned to you by first class registered mail so that as
little time as possible may be lost in their transmissal. If you will pay
Beatchintitention and carefully follow out these detailed instructions, the
vouchers when returned to us will be passed ban

3
ayment; otherwise they

must
scainke tbe jeétaagrvourporasehaierreHenes

9sebnesemans afsdoneine
bexriencdundswethavecnehers for caead.venk santountirebrins Redacther

neyje

ehecupseikinenanandiaaceptendbens 96nd
your Lostbeakhevennarscéaoteve ,lahderhe

efrbeceubes SthsussrachUbtshted ihOsap pbeR onsen ttonchaberwiel
iPetRtned

neewapeharnpaynenbekurhherGeKeeeoRerly prepared vouchers.
Such inspection showing the vouchers to be completely lacking

in detail by which they could be audited, also that nearly all of them
were drawn with reference to a contract between yourself as Bead Commis-
sioner and Parker & Pinkertoh, for the use of a road scraper engine,
which contract,however,covered only the use of the engine and expressly
exempted the owners of the engine from other liability, I was forced to
advise the Governor against their approval as submitted, and that I was
referring them and the manner in which they were drawn to Mr. J. H. Cobb,
Chief Counsel, for his advice in the matter.

Upon referring the vouchers to Mr. Cobb, I found it to be his
. opinion that they were incorrectly drawn, inasmuch as they referred to
the engine contrat whereas they shou&d refer to the contrach between the
Road Commissioner and the party in whose favor each respective voucher
was drawn; such contracts and their satisfactory execution being covered
by the certificate of your Assistant Commissioners. However, from the
data contained in your erroneous vouchers, Mr. Cobb has prepared new ones,
which, when the neccessary detail has bsen added, when they have been
signed by the parties in whose favor they are drawn and certified to by
you as Road Commissioner, will be in proper order for the Governor's ape
proval for payment.

These re-written vouchers together with special letter from
Mr. Cobb containing detailed instructions in connection with seach voucher
are herewith returned to you by first class registered mail so that as
little time as possible may be lost in their transmissal. If you will paystrict attention and carefully follow out these detailed instructions, the
vouchers when returned to us will be passed for payment; otherwise they
must again be rejected. Your original,erroneous vouchers are also beingreturned as we have no use for them. The contract for the Road Engine,
the appointment and acceptance of your Assistant Commissioners, and the
certificate of such assistants in support of the vouchers will be retained
here pending the return of these newly prepared vouchers.



®. H. H. R. Road Com. 1/13/16.

In explanation of our position on these vouchers I wish to
say that it is not the desire of Territorial Officials to be unneccese
sarily strict in these matters, but you must understand that as public
officials our actions are subject to investigation and criticism at any
time. As Territorial Treasurer I am under bond in the sum of $100,000.00
for the faithful care and correct disbursement of Territorial funds. If
disbursements are made upon insufficient evidence of indebtedness, ny
bond is subject to attack.

I notice in Mr. Roth's letter to the Govennor in connection
with your vouchers, he states that you have been informed by a member of
the Legislature, who aided in framing the road law, that your mere cere
tificate of moneys due should be sufficient on this road work, but this
we cannot admit. All vouchers for expenditures on which warrants are ise
sued have to contain complete detail. If services are being paid for, the
dates, time, and rate per day, weck or month must be shown. If supplies
are being paid for, the voucher must show quantities and prices in detail.
This is true from the Governor's office down, and we cam make no exception
of the Road Commissioner's department. The Mining Inspector is mot permitted
to certify to a monthly expense account in a lump sum, but must itemize
his account and submit receipts for his expenditares which are used as sube
vouchers.

When finally settled your vouchers whll not be in the shape we
would like to have them. The Road Law provides that "all road work shall
be done by contract.” To the vouchers in settlement of these contracts
a copy of the contract should be attached with the Assistant Commissioner's
certificate as to its letting, completion and acceptance in accordance with
the law. Vouchers for other expenses than road work should contain complete
detail and should, preferably, have on them the approval of the assistant
commissioners. I ncte that your letter to the Governor states that the reason
you did not have your assistants sign the vouchers sent in, was, that there
was no place arranged for their signatures. In this connection I might say
that there is no place arranged for the Governor's approval, neverthe less
he finds a place to put it. The form is a regular one for all departments,
and with a little ingenuity can be adapted for your use. If all this seems
a little complicated, we would have no objection at all to a moderate exe

~~

penditure for clerical help. It would be much better, as far as possible,
to have your vouchers made up on the typewriter.

Awaiting return of these vouchers, and trusting that you will
have this matter better systematized next season, I remain,

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treasurer,

Carbon copy to

Governor Strong.
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I a February 29, 1916.

Firet National Bank,

Feirbanss, Alaska.

Gentlemen:

In this mcil there ic going forward to Ur. Roy fi.
Madcdocks, of Fairbanks, a Forest Reserve fund varrant on.
the Territorial Treasury in atount of $1,140.00. In succeed»
ing mails as Mr. Koss, the road commissioner, tends in core
rected vouchers for .ork done in his district ovher variants
on this fund will follow. I write you at this time -to advise
that these warrants are orpswn egainst funds which are actue
ally in the Treasury, they will be taken up promptly upon
presentation, and that they be safely hunuled as cash
items.

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treasurer.



February 29, 1916.

American Bank of Alaska,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Gentlemen:
In this mail there is going forward to Wr. Roy =.

Taddocks, of Toirbanks, a Forest Reserve Fund war:iant on
the Ter.itorial Treasury in amount of $1,140.00. In succecde-
ing mails as !ir. Ross, the road commissioner, sends in core
rected vouchers for work done in his district other warrents
on this fund will follow. I write you at this time to advise
that those varrents are drawn against funds which are ectu-
ally in the Treasury, they will be teken up promptly upon
presentation and may be safely handled as cash items.

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treasurer.
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CaoOnPHY

Fairbanks, Alaska, June I, I9I5,

Mr. James B, Barrack,

Fairbanks, Alaska,
Dear Sir;-

I hereby appoint you an Assistant Road Commissioner

for the Fairbanks Precinct in the Fourth Road District, Alaska.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter and

your acceptance of the position on the bottom of this letter

and return to me,

Yours truly,

(Signed by) H. H. Ross
Road Commissioner,

I hereby receipt the above letter and accept the appoint-
ment of Assistant Road Commissioner for the Fairbanks Precinct
Fourth Road District, Alaska,

(Signed by) J, E, Barrack

DATED June Ist, I915,



C-0-P-¥

Fairbanks, Alaska, June I, I915,

Mr, John hetzger,
Fox, Alaska.
Dear Sir;

I hereby appoint you an Assistant Road Commissioner

for the Fairbanks Precinct in the Fourth Road District, Alaska,

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter and your

acceptance of the position on the bottom of this letter and

return to me,

Yours truly,

(Signed by)__H, H, Ross
Road Commissioner,

I hereby receipt the above letter and accept the appoint-
ment of Assistant Road Commissioner for the Fairbanks Precinct
Fourth Road District, Alaska.

(Signed by) John Metzger

DATED June 4, I9I5.



C-0-P-Y¥

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into by and between H, H,

ROSS as Road Commissioner for the Fourth Road District, Terri.

tory of Alaska, party of the first part, and PARKIN & PINKERTON

of Fairbanks, Alaska, parties of the second part.
WITNESSETH: that

WHEREAS the party of the first part has

advertised for bids for grading, filling, etc., roads in the

Fairbanks Precinct of the said Fourth Road District, and,

WHERBAS the parties of the second part have made an

investigation of the work expected to be done by the party
of the first part, and

WHEREAS, IT HAS BEEN MUTUALLY AGREED that the work of

said grading could be done cheaper by means of power fure

nished by a caterpillar, and

WHEREAS the parties of the second part are the owners

of the only caterpillar in the said Fourth Road District,
and that the same is the only available caterpillar for the

present season,

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the

parties hereto that the parties of the second part will fur.

nish to the party of the first part, their caterpillar for

the season of Nineteen Hundred and Fifteen, for the sum of



And it being further understood and agreed that the parties
of the second part refuse to become responsible in any manner

for the payment of same or any part or portion thereof and

the parties of the second part, for and in consideration of

said sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500) so agreed to be paid,
do hereby guarantee that the said caterpillar will do and

perform the work of grading the said roads in a manner ene

tirely satisfactory to the party of the first part as such

Commissioner and to James BH, Barrack and John Metzger,
sistant Commissioners.

DATED at Fairbanks, Alaska this _Ist, day of June, 1915.

(Signed) H, H, Ross
Road Commissioner for the Fourth

Road District, Alaska,

(Signed) Parkin & Pinkerton

By = H, B, Parkin,
yember of firm.

THE FOREGOING CONTRACT IS HEREBY APPROVED and we hereby

respectfully state and set forth that no bids were offered for
the construction of said work in connection with said catere

pillar or any portion thereof ; and it appearing to us that

the most economic method for performing said work, was with

said caterpillar and as no bid had been made for the work in

connection with said caterpillar, it became incumbent upon the

road commissioner to supply the same in order to accept the

contract of the Parkin & Pinkerton, which said contract was

agreed to with our consent and approval.
(Signed) J. E, Barrack,

(Signed) John Metzger
Assistant Commissioners for the

Fairbanks Precinct 4th. Road District, Alaska,



The foregoing vouchers, to-wit;
NAME

Ben Smith

Jack Eschelman

William H, Himes

William Henslee

Kd. Arkins

J, C, Sayers
‘Jack Desmond

J. P, Schoeser

Samson Hdwe. Co,

Parkin & Pinkerton

Bessie Blaker, iirs,.

C, J. Peterson, lirs,
Carl Douglass
Hilbert Wood

Cc. W. Porter
Tanana liill Co,

Roy E, Maddocks

Henry Riddle

NM, C, Company

T. Ve. R. R. Co,

Bill Knight

Andy Olson

R, T., Blakely
William Seyfer
Vetzger Co,, Ine,
Agen & Griffen

C-O0-P-¥

Voucher No,

oO
o

O
N

D
w

H
P

W

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

I8

19

21

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

Amount,

$% 58,00

43.50 nearer

331.00”¥
329,000 +

320,00 ,

720,00”4
20,00% 7

68.501
rr45,19/ 3

500.00 ?

328.257 4

106.75 Lief. _
93.50
281.00 Yrofe

II

96.500 The“a

63.364"
1140, 00 14H
14,.50/ Pepe

280, 25

34.45
24,00

224,00% ,
33.00/% y

247.50 A-Yiofe—
15, 50 Sait
306.25 ,



WAME - Voucher No, Amount,

ee esenrevseerertaeenerterteenstrre Ce eeveesesvsevewveeeoe#eetess8 @ 6 @ @

I, E, Tyo 31 52,00” Te
fjW. T. Henslee 32 44,00 /

Bd. Arkins 33
: 44,007, Y

Independent Lumber Co, 34 160,00 7

. / —
J, ©, McDonald 35 63.50% ‘
J, H. Groves 36 (not enclosed) 35.00 16

.

Nels Peterson 37 " " 30,00 y

N. Beatty 38 " " 31,00 ~ f

W, T, Pinkerton 39 " " TI,00~ "

B. S. Kennedy 40 " MW 16.50” "
tf

Ben Thompson 43 " " 35.50%

represent contracts that were actually made withH, H. Ross,
Road Commissioner for the Fourth Road District, Alaska, for

the performance of work upon the roads in the fairbanks Pre-

cinct, fourth Road District, Alaska, in the letting of which

contracts we assisted H, H. Ross, Road Commissioner and

which said contracts were approved by us, and

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the work and the whole thereof
which was done upon said roads under and in pursuance of

said contracts and under the direction of H, H, Ross, Road

Commissioner, was inspected by us and each of us, indivi-

dually, before the said work was accepted, and that the same

and the whole thereof was found by us and each of us, to be

wholly satisfactory, and the same was accepted upon our and

each of ou# recommendation,

Wi HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY that bids were advertised for

the doing of said work and the whole thereof, and that the

said work and the whole thereof, was open for competitive

bidding, and that the work was done under and in pursuance

=u



of bids that were pursuant to such advertisement and were

awarded to the lowest and best bidders,
- WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the work that was done

under and in pursuance of the contracts entered into by the

Road Commissioner as aforesaid, was necessary work to be

done to the best interests of the Territory of Alaska, and

particularly the Fairbanks Precinct, of the Fourth Road -Dis-

trict thereof and at the least possible cost to the Terri--

tory of Alaska, and that the same and the whole thereof was

done économically.
|

Nated at Fairbanks, Alaska this 6th, day of December,

1915,

(Signed) J. BE, Barrack.

(Signed) __- John Metzger.
Assistan Road Commissioners
Fairbanks Precinct, 4th, Road

District, Alaska,



Territory of Alaska a
. &£Office of the - CHQnPu Y

Chief Counsel
Juneau, Alaska,

January I0, I916,

Mir, H, H. Ross,

Fairbanks,
Alaska,

Dear Sir;-
I have before me your letter of December 7th. to

Governor Strong, together with the vouchers and the accomp-

anying papers for road work in your District. I have just
written the Treasurer to whom the matter was referred by

the Governor, a letter and transmitted to him vouchers made

out in proper form, with the request that the whole be trans.
mitted to you for re-execution,

I regret very much the delay in this matter, and

which I am sorry was not obviated by your calling upon this

office, as you had a right to do, for advice in the first in-

stance as to the methcd of making out your vouchers, but you-

must realize that if vouchers.which appear upon their face

to be irregular are paid by the Treasurer, some legislature
or some other officer in the future might make serious trouble

for him upon his bond, It is the policy of this office, so

long as it is occupied by the present incumbent, to do every-=

thing possible for a speedy, harmonious and legal administra-
tion of the laws, and I only ask a fair and full co-operation
from all the Territorial officers in doing that, and trust

that you will see the reasonableness, not to say the absoluve
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easity of my taking the course heretofore that I have.

When you have received these vouchers , I ad-

vise as follows:
lsat. Voucher to Ben Smith: In addition to what the

Hoe already contains add the number of days work.

Ya &2. fefite
snd. Jack Eachiiman: Same.

aute 4c 3rd. Wm. H. Himes: Same.

a1 6 4th. Wm. T. Henslee: Same.

bre. “hey
Sth. Ed. Perkins: Same.

qe helices 6th. J. C. Sayers: Same.

10. eho Mh. Jack Desmond: Same.

43s one Sth. J. F. Schoeson: Same: There may be supplies~ ~ furnished and if so these should be given.
(6

(THT, a Pteefs Oth. Samson dardware Co. A bill of the supplies
furnished and statement of shopwork should be
attached to this woucher.

500.0 hy, LOth. Parker & Pinkerton: 0. K.

44 1
Mepce

Lith. Mrs. Bessie Blaker: Priage and number of meals
3y8 and beds should be stated.

106 Lo None 12th. Mrs. C. J. Paterson: Same.

13th. Carl Douglas: Bame.

4h 22 “Ne, Lath. Elbert YWood: Same.

Gos? Phot 15th. C. W. Porter: Details of work should be given.

j22Neieléth. Tanana Mille: 0. K.

a (oL?th. Roy E. Maddocks: Number of days work and price
pe ~ per day should be stated.

:
eso hel 18th.Henry Riddell: 0. K.

nage
te 19th. Northern Commercial Co. O. K.“ft
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Dep yes “hee aOth. Tanana Valley Ry. Co: Frieght bills should be
. attached to this voucher.

per 2ran, Blst. Bill Knéght: O. K. if #$## contract waa for work
" dons. Otherwiess number of days should be given.

33. oe See 23rd. R. T. Blakeley: O. KE.

M7 en Yrofg e4th. “Sm. Seyfer: oO. K.

etre gend. Andy Olson: QO. K.

41S”so “noltE, Metzgsr Co. Inc. Bill should be attached to this voucher

a6th. Eagan and Griffin: Bill of material on firat
B06VS 0 ofc. item should be attached. On third item, number

< of days work of team should be stated.

Shoo “te 27th. J. E. Tyo: oO. EK.

pee! Hey 38th. W. T. Seneley;0.K.

pure “fone eGth. ED. Arkine: O.F.

[60,7 hope, 30th. Independent Lumber Co. 0.K.
38nd. H. 1? Rose: O.K.

6202 S@ad. J.C. ¥aDonald: O.K.

Regarding your voucher No.328, above, I have had

to advise that it could net be paid until proper vouchers

covering the full sum of $6994.48, has been furnisaed.
|

Please observe these directions in completing
the voushers, and any further delay in payments will be

avoided

In conclusion I wish to aszurs you that the Gove

ernor, the Trensurer, and this office, are all anxious to

avoid all delays, and to have the bilis af tne Territory
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H. H. Re =4.

promptly paid. But of course the law must be complicd with
in paying the moneys of the Treasury.

Trusting that thsare will be no further trouble

or dslay in this matter, I am; .

Very Truly Yours,

Chief Counsel.



April 13, 1916.

Mr. H. H. Ross
Territorial Road Commissioner,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

I write to you at this time regarding amounts wlich will be
available to you for expenditure in the Fourth Road District during
the coming season. Recelpts of the Forest iteserve Fund, since iormer
distribution of April 30th, 1915, have been as follows:

Aug. 51,15. Transfer from Deposit Interest Fund,
account quarter ended June 30, - 301 62

Oet.- 20,15. Transfer Trom Deposit Interest Fund
account auarter ended Sep. 30, 302,00

Tov. 6,15. “rom "roasury Nenartment of the UT. S,
26° of receipts from National Porects
in Alaska fiscal year ended Jun. 30 11,165.75

Jan. 31,16. Transfer from Deposit Interest Fund,
account guarter cnded Dec. 30, 1915. 290.22

Total, nn $12,059.59
According to the provisions of Chapter 27, Laws of 1915, seventy-five per cent of the above noted total receipts shall be made available

for the building, repairéng and maintaining of roads, trails and bridgesin trie Territory, one-fourth of which amount shall be aoportioned to
each of the four road districts of the Territory. Please be advised that
in accordance with provisions of the above mentioned law, the sum of
$2,261.18 has been apportioned to each road district on the appropriation
ledger of this office. This anount of $2,261.18 -plus what was unexpended
of your availuvle funds for last year- will be available to you for exe
penditure during the coming season,

According to our list of the reewritten vouchers, returned to
you by

Mr. Cobb, there are still two outstanding as well as your own
for 5% of expenditures. As soon as thesé outstanding vouchers are
ceived and paid, your own will be checked up and paid, and we will be
able to advise you as to the total amount available to you as shown bythe books of this office.

I take this opportunity to caution you, Yr. Ross, as to your
expenditures during the coming season. Section 5 of the Act provides,that all road work shall be done by contract to the lowest and best
bidder after the Same has been duly advertised, and we will have to
insist that your vouchers for road work show that provisions of this
section have been complied with. In preparing these contracts tripli-
cate copies can easily be made-~one for your office, one for the cone



#2. H. H. R., Road Com. 4/13/16.

tractor and one for attaching to the voucher which comes to this
office for payment. This contract bearing your certificate that
it had been let to the lowest and best bidder after being duly
advertised, also carrying the signatures of approval and accept-
ance of your assistant commissioners, would fully support the
voucher. These requirments were all complied with by the Road
Commissioners Last year with the exception of youreself.

Items of incidental or miscellaneous expense, not covered
by the words "Road work", are, of course, not required to be pur-
chased by contract, but vouchers covering this sort of exnense
should state fully what they are for, and separate detailed items
and cost per each “ust slweays be riven. As T have before advised
you, 7oderate arount of exnense for clerical kelp in connection
with vour office will not be obiccted to. I believe that Mr. Cobb,
chief legal counsel for the Territory has advised you that you are
at liberty to consult him at all times. Possibly h- is toc far away
from you to be of much avail, in which case reasonable atiorneys fees
for preparation of contracts, &¢c., would not be objected to.

With due regard for provision of law regarding the expenditure
of money in these mead districts, and ordinary care in drawing the
vouchers that ere forwardec to this office,.these settlements can go
through with no trouble at all. “e cannot, t.owever, allow them to go
through next season as we did the last. JI will write vou again when
your vouchers for last season are all paid un, and I have the exact
arount evaileble to you for the coming season. Youcher blanks will
be sent to vou as soon as the river navigation opens.

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treasurer,



March 11, 1916.

Mr. Guy B. Erwin,
Atiorney-ateLaw,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Dear. Gir:

From the office of the Governor I am in receipt of the

vouchers for road work cnclosed in your letter to him of Teb.23.
Please be advised that these vouchers, with: the exception

of that to Vr. Ross, Commissioner, have neon passed for payment

and warrantsin cettlomont are going rorward in this mail to the

respective claimants.

The voucher to Mr. Ross for his commission on disbursements

is being held up pending arrival of ell the vouchers covered by

the amount claimed as disbursed. Please also take notice and report
to Vr, Ross that voucher to Jack FEschliman hac been reduced from

$43.50 to $45.00 the latter amount being the correct total for

eight and three-fifths duys at $5.00
Vhen all vouchers are in for the past seasons work Mr. Koss'

voucher will be checkca un end corrected and passed for payment.

ner Ye

Very truly yours,

Territorial Treacurer,

CCeFor of: ice of

The Governor,
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April 12th, 292

W. G. Smith, Usq.,
Territorial Treasurer,
Juneau, Alaska. i

SIR: if
I am forwarding by tnis mail to Governor Strong to be

countersigned by him four vouchers for work and supplies furnish-

ed to the Road Commissioner 4th Road District, Alaska, which

will complete and clear up ali the for the season of

1915. Will you kindly correct ifr. Ross's personal voucher

No. 44 so as to take into consideration the $75.00 represented

by voucher No. 45 to the -vvriter, and forward a check to him

Without further delay,
I would also ask you to inform either Mr. Ross or myself

what further funds have been placed to the credit of the Road

Commissionsr for 4th District.

Thanksing you for your promptness in this matter,
Yours truly,

a

42 9
LOs

wy Ny



April 26, 1916,

Wr. Guy B. Ervin,
Attorney-at-Layw,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

I write to acknowlea,e receipt ol your letter of Apr.
12th and to advise that the four vouchers mentioned therein were
passed for payment and warrants issued yesterday in settlement;
to advise also that Mr. Ross'* personal voucher has been corrected
to agree with his total expenditures to date, a statement of which
is herewith enclosed. Original of this statement has been attached
to the voucher which will be passed for payment today.

Under date of April 13th, I advised "r. Ross of receipts
of the Forestry Fund since distribution of April 350, 1915, and as
to amountof $2,261.18 having been set aside to each road district
from such fund for road work during the season of 1916. Also at
that time I informed Mr. Ross, that as soon as his expenditures for
the year of 1915 were all in, I would advise him of amount of unex-
pended balance from old appropriation, and total amount available to
him for expenciture durin, the coming season. This I now do through
you, aid as follows:

April 30, 1915, Appropriation from Forest Reserve Fund, $11,310.80
Total expenditures during seasén of 1915, $8,252.23
Commissioners comnensation, 5% of exn. 412.60 8,664.83

Unexpended balance of avpropriation, ...... ....e.. oe 2,645.97
April 1, 1916, Appropriation from Forest Reserve Fund, 2,261.18
Total amount available tor expenaiture curing 1916, .. $4,907.15

In my letter to Mr. Ross, mentioned above, I cautioned him
about complying, in the future, with Sec. 5 of the law which requires .

that all road work performed shall be by contract, which such contracts
shall be let to the lowest and best bidder after the same has been dulyadvertised. Mr. Ross wrote Governor Strong last year that owing to
doubts as to solvency of the Territory he was unable to let work bycontract. Such doubt is absurd as the Forest Reserve Fund of the Terrie
tory is received direct from the United States Treasury, and under the ~

law can be used for no other purpose but for schools and roads. Even
though other funds of the Territory might be exausted, this office
would be obliged to hold suffictent cash on hand to meet all obligationsof the Forest Reserve Fund. So long as each road commissioner does not
exceed his appropriation and submits his vouchers in proper form, his
expenditures must be met if made in accordance with the law.
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When vouchers are made up in settlement of contract work
they should be worded with reference to the contracta copy. ofwhich should accompany and be attached to the voucher. A ceretification should accompany the contract that it was let accord.-
ing to law; that is,that it was let to the lowest and best bidderafter due advertisement, and approval and acceptance by the assist-ant commissioners. Vouchers for other matters than road work shouldcontain complete detail showing purpose of expenditure, itemizedcost, &c. These conditions were complied with bg all the other RoadCommissioners last season. Owing to Mr. Ross' unfortunate misunder-
Standing of the law we have strained a number of points and allowedhis past seasons vouchers to go through in an irregular manner tosome extent, but we cannot repeat this for the coming season.

Please caution kr. Ross in regard to these matters, also kindly~
acknowledge this letter that we may know he is fully apprised of
the amount of funds at his disposal during the coming year.

Very truly yours,

— Territorial Treasurer.

The Commissioner of the Third District, last season, allotted
certain sums to certain work. He then posted notices of the work,
the amount available for it and his willingness to accepts bids
for a certain number of men, each to be provided with suitable tool,
at price per day, man with team, wagonsplow and scraper at

price per day, contractor to act as foreman on the work at‘
price per day; total of the contract not to exceed the amount

allotted. The price per day was specifiedto include board of men and
‘team and to cover tools and other equipment, thus relieving the Road
Commissioner from responsibility in thase matters. Right was reserved
in the contract to aismiss any man from the work who was unsatisfactory
to the Commissioner or his assistants. If Mr. Ross is unable to let
his contracts in lump sums, I would suggest some such form as that
used by Mr. Wood of the Third Bistrict.

/



June 3, 1916.-
~

™:or. KH. hh. Ross,
Neri towial howd Cormissioner,

Padme y ALaskir.e

|

Jear olrje
Under separate cover 2 am this day maile

ang TO vou an Gate Onal Bupply of blank voucker

Forms Ver your use An coennéution with readering
secuunts Sor road work perforned in Lhe Poavrth

Judicial Jividior of alasha, us heretofore.

aindiy advise this office upen receint
said Porte

Vary vuruly yeurs, he

Verritorial Treasurer,
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June 19t

W. G. Smith, Esq.,
Territorial Treasurer,
Tuneau, Alaska.

Sir:

I am to-day forwarding to Governor Strong for his approval
voucher No. 51, J. d. Clausen, $183.50, for building a bridge
over Goldstream creek on Fairbanks-Fox road, for the Road

Commissioney, 4th District. I trust you wil: find this in

proper shape. Criginal contract is attached to veucher, and

HQPS°HEre posted calling for bids.

While rather late, I wish to acknowledge receipt of your

letter of April 26th, giving total amount available for expendi-
ture.

T will try to keep Mr. Ross straight in his transactions
this year, I must say, however, that it hampers him a great
deal, for the nature of the work this year is nearly all repairs.
There will te a little hole to fix here, and another there; a

culvert to be cleaned out and repaired, and such small remairs.
When a big rain comes on, or when the snow is going off, if
Mr. Ross had the right to hire a man immediately when a break

occurred, such as 4urning the water on a hill, or something of
tnat nature, a lot of cost could be saved, but when he has to

advertise°A bid and enter into a contract to do some work of

that sort, by the time he has got around to it the wash-out has

assumed large proportions, when possible a few minutes work

would have stopped it.

Yours truly,

——1EA

JU,

We 19


