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cond session. This report may be obtained from Senators and Representatives

ntil their Limited quota is exhausted; it may perhaps be purchased from the

perintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. Reports for the years 1917

1420, inclusive, have been submitted to Congress, but no provision has been

qde for the printing of same.
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ALASKA MEROHANT VESSELS

There were 1,375 vessels of 86,346 gross tons documented (registered, en-

lied, and Heensed) at Alaska ports on June 30, 1926.

Of this number 689 vessels of 66,911 tons were registered for foreign trade

1d US6 vessels of 19.485 tous were enrolled or licensed for domestic commerce.

The total tonnage included 73 steam vessels of 28,543 tons, 960 motor vessels

90,803 tons, and 342 sailing vessels and barges of 37,000 tons.
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ROADS AND TRAILS

There are two Federal road and trail building agencies in the Territory—

e Alaska Road Commission, operating under the War Department, and the

ureau of Public Roads, operating under the Department of Agricuiture. The

tivities of the latter are limited to the national-forest areas. The Territorial

load Commission allots a small part of its funds to cooperative projects within

e national forests. The president of the Alaska Road Commission xcts as

rector of public works for the Territory, and the bulk of its resources are

rned over fo the Alaska Road Coniunission for expenditure on Territorial

ad and trail projects, shelter cabins, telephone lines, and aviation fields. The

rritory has maintained no construction organization since April 1, 1921.

Since its organization in 1905, the Alaska Road Commission has constructed

maintained a system of roads and trails aggregating 10.003 miles and extend-

g from open-all-the-year-round south coast ports to all inhabited parts of the

rritory. This system comprises 1,483%4 miles of wagon road, 100 miles of

amway, 1,086 miles of sled road, 6.671% miles of permanent trail, and 112

iles of temporary flagged trail, About three-fourths of the wagon-road

ileage has a gravel surface and is suitable for light automobile traffic.

The main projects constructed and maintained by this commission are the

idez-Chitina-Fairbanks road (the Richardson Highway), 410 miles long; the

rele Extension, 160 miles from Fairbanks to the upper Yukon River; the

wines-Pleasant Camp road, 42 miles from Chilkoot Barracks to the inter-

tional boundary; the Mount Meiinley National Park scenic road, 75 miles;
e Ruby-Poorman road, 57 miles; the Ophir-Tacotna road, a 24-mile portage

tween the Yukon and Kuskokwim River valleys; the Nome-Casa de Paga
ad, 65 miles; and numerous short roads giving access from the principal
Wns or river landings to mining or agricultural districts in the immediate

nterland. Its system ties into the Alaska Railroad (Government Railroad)
26 points.
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