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VRMORANDUM FOR THE PRESS

IMMEDIATS RELEASE
February 1, 1926.

A new seerch for oil in the Navy's Petroleum reserve located in Arétic

Alaska with explorations of the adjacent country was announced today by the to
: a. . wee

1

tInterior Department.

Gerald Fitagerald, topographic engineer, and W, R. Smith, geologist,of
the Geologicel Survey will make the survey and. will leave.

Washington shortly.
Both are familiar with the northern Aleska Peninsula having tmade several -

Seipe

a
_
there to make topographic surveys end examinations for oil.

| |

The region in which the Nevel rose rve is loceted is so remote and in- ,

accessible thet only by traveling during the winter is it possible bo bide

“advantage of the brief open season when the Arctic Gircle country is free
from snow and rocks are exposed. Throughout the area there are no trees,

—Bven brushes to supply fuel for camp purposes aré scares.

The conditions under which the work wilkbe done are such that no

specific program can be leid down far in advance, and the engineer and geologist |
a

will constantly have to rearrange their plans to meet the local conditions
they encounter. In general, however, their ¢present plan is-to go at once | to
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not even see &parson, wii te or native, until they return to the coast in.

Septenbor.

Afte: leaving Kotzebue the party will work northwestward along the

coast, probably as far as Kivalina, ond then strike ‘north into the hills that

form the divide west at Noatak River. After a route northward through these —

hills has boen found the party will freight its supplies and equipment to some

point on Kokolik or Utukok River, or some other northward-flowing stream, and

spend the rest of the winter surveying, geologically and topographically, as
much of the adjacent region as possible, traveling with dog teams.

When the ice in the streams has brolcen in the spring, which in that region
should be about.the first of June, the party will continue the eyploration oy

:

using:
canoes, which they will have heuled in with their other equipment from, the

coast. In this wor'e part of the basin of UtuxokRiver will be surveyed, and, @

pass to Meade River, which lies to theeast, will be sought, If a suitable route |

van be found, the party will portage to Meade River and attempt to tie their

survoys to those of the upper part of the Meade that they made last yoar and
these of the lower part of Mende River that were mide in 1924 by tho Geological

:

Survey party in charge of Sidney Paige.
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region, ‘The now surveys should bo of value not only in furnishing informa-
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and supplementing the date that have been gathered in the explorations during-
the last three years in northern Alaska, primarily at the request of the De-

partment of the Javy ond at its SXPENSs.


