WAR DEPARTMENT lh—'

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Seward, Alaska,
- December 18, 1922._

38D -
From: » Walter W. Lukens,
- To: Major John C. Gotwals, Officer Engineer.'

Subject: Report, Kuskokwim District.

Departed from Nenana June 3, 1922, on gas launch Betty,
dovmn Tanana River to Fort Givbon, then from Fort Gibbon on
gas launch Sibille to Ruby.

After arriving at Ruby proceeded to lay out season's
work which consisted of maintenance of roafway between Ruby
and Long, and construction of a 100 foot span across the
Solatna River, also about 60 feet of approach was erected
at each end of the span, thus making the bridge accessible
for both summer and winter freighters and travelers,

After completing instructions and details, returned to

[ Ruby¥, continued en route on Steamer Seattle, No. 3, down the

— Yukon to Holy Cross where I changed to the river Steamer St..
7“ Jogeph, and proceeded to Iditarod. Immediately inspected
road between Iditarod and Flat, also road extending up the

i
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: Otter Creek Valley, and the Flat Creek Valley. Made report,
i game being approved at headquarters. Employed men and begun
‘ repairs of the roads this section of the district at once,

After completing instructions and small details pro-
ceeded to Tycotna, where work was immediately started on the
summer road beitween Ophir and Tacotna, Continued work through-

o out summer season which was a very wet and disagreeably cold
' one,

Opkir Tacotns Summer Wagon Rosd:

Work accomplished as follows during season,

2.5 miles of roadway graded along the upper valley of
Independence Creek and along the lower walley of Butte Creek.
2.2 of the roadwsy was corduroyed with a heavy layer of
- poles and brush and covered with a2 light surfacing of muck
j and gravel. The cordurocy laid during the seasons of 1921
' and 1922 should be well surfaced during the summer of 1923.
The gection through which the corduroy was laid during the
geason 1922, 1.2 miles along the lower valley of the Indepen-
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Report Kuskokwim District. o

dence Creek and across the flats between Independence Creek
and Yankee Creek one mile of corduroy was laid,

Two small culvert drains constructed along Iréependence
Vglley where glacial action had csused the surface to settle
away and forming small lakes to overflow the roadway.

Four short sections of the roadWay vhich was located in
the summer of 1921 had to ke changed, cause due to glacial
action, which is rapidly receeding after the moss covering is
removed from the surface where roadway was to have been con-
structed. At these particular above mentioned secticns of the
road way, are long the road which passes through the Indepen-
dence Valley, The ghove mentioned as relocated have been
cleared and mogsed; they should be graded early in the season
1923, as only deep mud holes most impassable exist after the
breakup in the spring of the year,

There are several short very muddy sections along the
previously constructed road between Tacotna and Independence
Creek which showld also te repaired early in the season 1923,
Depending upon the spring breakup, this work should not start
later than June lst, 1923,

Remaining betweeen Independence Creek and Yankee Creek
remain about three-tenths of a mile which was mossed and
cleared season 1921, but was not graded cause due to being
frozen and did not thaw enough to be graded as the season was
very cold and backward, .

After the above hereon mentioned details have been com-
rle ted & very serviceable road will have been completed from
Tacotna to Yankee Creek, a distance of approximstely 14 miles
where the road connects with the Innoko River and permits of
freighting down the Innoko River in poling boats from this
point, -which helps to aid the adjacent section of the valley
below and the creeks which form its tributaries,

Tirber was secured for culverfs and bridges for the
section between Yankee and Ganes Creeks; no other work was
accomplished this section of the roadway, the season 1922,
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Report, Kuskokwim District.

The Ganés Creek Bridge was erected this season which con-~-
sisted of one 80-foot span, Howe truss type, and two approaches
approximately 52 feet long each,

The geason heing a very wet cne, the bridge structure wes
not painted and this should be done early the season 1623,
should the weather conditions permit,

The roadway tetween Ganes Creek and Little Creek was re-
paired so that same could be used for early winter sledding
until the valley bottom winter trail was frozen fer the winterx
travel,

The approach on the eagt side of the Little Creek Bridge
was excavated and the materials removed was placed as fill in
the west approach of Little Creek, making this croseing pass=
pble for horge-drawn venicles for both winter snd summer,

The road way was relocated from Little Creek to Ophir, e
di stance of approximately 5% miles., However, the cost of con-
struction of the new location would cost more than to repair
the old location, though theannual maintenance of old location
would be much more expensive, alsoc the old location would never
afford the support of the traffic end hold the surface through=-
cut the long and heavy rainfalls each season.

Have relocated this section of the roadwsy between Ophir
end Little Creek much higher which brings the road at the base
of the hills, affords much better construction materials, gives
excellent drainage and avoids most of the glacial deposits of
ice and muck through which the o0ld location passes. The
drainage of the o0ld location is very poor, being down in a low
tundra valley tottom,

The entire remaining section of the uncompleted roa dway
between Yankee Creek and Ophir which have not been clesred and
mossed, should be completed the season 1923, so that all of the
frozen earth would tecore thawed and in due time would te in
proper condition for grading. There are many sections of this
district through which the roadway passes, are frozen and can-
not be worked until thawed., Oftentimes there are sections
when thawed that are 30 to 50 percent ice and when thawed cause
great depressions or mud holes which have to be filled or road-
wey relocated to avoid them,.
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Report, Kuskokwim District.

Inclosed herewith is a tabulated estimate which
covers tre entire unconstructed portion of the road between
Ophir, also including regrading of the previdugly constructed
gsection and surfacing of a light roadway.

Herein have submitted the different trails and rcads
of this district which are an important factor toward future
activities this district regards to prospecting and mining,
especially while there are many other resources which at the
same time will benefit by the development of the trails and
roads.

In conclusion, beg to state that all other imﬁortant
projects this immediate district have been heretofore care-
fully reported during tkhe month 6f June, 1922, under separate

cover, for your consideration. Recommend that the following

projects be given all the support possidble as they are most
needed: Oghir-Tacotna Roadway, Poorman - Long Roadway,
Iditarod-Flat roads, Flat-Tacotna Summer trail.

Respectfuly submitted

by

WALTER W. LUKENS, °
Agst, Supt..
COPY A, K. Co.



Note:

x & Rouds worked on this year. T
MILEAGE
Route Wagon Sled | .
No, Ngme of Route Road Road Trail Total
[ Lewis Landing-Dishkaket ....evoses 108" 108
,Nul&tQ-DiShkaket tes00cs0scvsccssve 90 . 90
Rainy PaBB-TOkOtna L A N R S A A N N ) 130 ’ 130
’TOkOtna‘Kaltag sess sesvecsevecgeoe 145’ 145
Tokotna-Flat €remk Bt ies).. 95 ’9g
Iditarod-Fl&t o%oooooocooo'oo 8 0 90
hi r-Iditarocd XXV REER LYY LXK 9
rg'}fat-Crooked creek LWiNTEL) 1. 62 62
—‘IditarOd-HOIy Cross eeesvssssvscene 44 44
E‘Otter Creek TowPath eeessssseresee 22 22
Summit-Otter Creek .eeeveeesescces 6 ’ 6
Jditarod-Dishkaket cececevsesseccse 30 68 98
_.huby‘Long S0 e e s0 v st 0es e s0 0 0N 30 0
“Long Creek-Cripple City (MWJ/nT€sd., 89 9
Ophir-Cripple City N2 720 B 47 47
/TOkotna-ophir Gescseosesessessosscse 23'&' 23‘&
Long-Pooman 9 & 009 ¢ 0 608 9 S e s 008 s 29 29
| Poorman-Cphir (summer) ceeen 125 ,
Cripple-Lewis Landing soeeecececns : gg gg
Bet B ceceovecctnrsssenccan 26 26
jﬁuﬁon-Kuskok’wim Portage ceceeccese 90 920
mwm.........ooo 93 93
¢ 3Z2A p(v/‘l‘okotna-mat (winter #eedd via
~. Moore Creek) seceees 93 93
732A5;(f1at-Mcore Creek (summer trail) ..’ 7 7
/4, 330—%4at Ci‘by-HG&d Flat Creek e s s 0000 5 5
ad Flat Creek-Willow Creek Dimt.,| = 4%
1733 DY fiead Flat Creek-Chicken Creek Bbist 3
4033 £ Flat City-Otter Discovery 3
/'733/; |
112 | 74 1530
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35 /)~x Ophir-Tacotna = Wagon road A
7% « Tacotna Trading Post = Tacotna River Landing
é v Berrys lLanding-Nixon Mine ....Wagon Road
%0 1 v+~ Candle Landing-Candle Creek ..Wagon Road
2 Flume Dredge ROAd veveeenvcoee - " "
39("5@'\/ Innoko Dredge CO. ROad eeevees
ijZZB‘/X IditarOd-mat Sev s s ess0e0ccooe

jgﬁl/x POOI‘man-LOng R R R I S A Solatna Bridge_

I T =3
T T T =2

jg’A\/x RUby—Long 000 0c000 0000 c00000 Maintenance
jSAA\,/ Ruby"Town teeeesecsesssrotsene
53;‘/ Ophir—POOI‘man 'cooco-ooo‘o;ooo~o Summer Trail

fx Flat"TaCO'tn& LN ® o s 8 00 * &0 .00 - " " Shel ter Cabim

Z0Dpv Flat-Kesieowwdn Geex JEVD (Tl v
, AU g ",/‘/Candle Creek-Tokotna seeevseces "
3;)- s'O‘AA " MeGrath=-ToXkotna scessesecennee "
ioE / Tokotna-Twin Peaks s 00 esc0s0 s "

LHA — Cripple City-Cripple Mountain..Winter

XDA“//MCGI‘am-TOKOtna ereveevvsereen "

OD /Nixon Fork-Nixon Mine eeeessso

XO 5 CGI‘.ath—BerI‘ys Landing ® 00890

yo /McGrath-Candle Creek ooeeevces
ZOD%/X Ophir-TOkotna es0 00 s0s 00000
32, X Ophir—IditaI‘Od .00000000000'0'0 . "
BLBBY 1d1t810A-FLat «pneeesyes S
d .%?(..K(Z////’Z(@;/jx

2 3 ==
23T T 3T T 22

32.D—% Flat-Ruskelewin C6OQ
2098 X Ophir-Dishkaket siiesceseecess

3?&.% Ophir—Cripple Cit}" EEEREEEREEREE) " "

g g@‘/ Cripple City-Poorman ......... - " "

3555 vPoorman—LDng'......-.........o " "

"Ru'by LICIE BRI IR BN BN I B B N I I I Y " "

34»/’\ Iditarod-Holy Cross seeeeovsese - " "
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