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. Joseph Ulmer Coll, Anchorage

Acc. IE!U- 9‘{_2 . November 16, 1933

SUBJECT ¢ Koyukuk-Kobuk winter reconnissance,

To id+CeBdnunds, Supt A.R.C.

Fairbanks, Alaska.

1. Iam inclosing herewith an allotment for a winter reconnaissance

from the valley of the Yukon into the Kobuk. The purpose of this reconnaigso
is toget accurate information on the Ft Gibbon-Koyukulk Traill,to give
information on the connection of the Koyukuk with phe Kobuk and the conditic
of the trail along the Kobuk,

2. Jog. Ulmer,who is now in Fairbanks, has been tentatively engaged
for this reconnaissance. Get in touch with him and equip him. He can
probably use the small team of dogs now in your district,received from the
Signal Corps for this. The method of travel should be for him to personally
drive this dog team and to hire guides with dog teams for short distances.

3 You will require reports of progress from him and the special xx*k

points which 1%t is desired be covered are as follows

.

Route 29.. Fort Gibbon~KoyukuK...eesveoss+.,193 miles trail
Nature of trail.
Recommendations as to improvement desired in
view of traffic existing or expected.
Condition of shelter cabins. Location of sane.
Mileages along the entire trail.

Koyukuk-Kobuk =

The reconnaissance of this trail should extend
to the mouthr of the Kobuk at Kotzebue Sound,
The return trip should be made along the same
route as that followed going in. The same data
ag that ziven for the Fort Gibbon-Koyukuk Trail
should be obtained for the Kobuk Trail. '

Full rsport of the mining or other activity in the districts vigited

should be given.

\ . M~ Myl A oar
4. 0 recens resconnaissance of tiie Foet Gibbon Trail has been 4.
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I am inclosing a copy of a report given on the Kobuk Trail by
dr. Ferguson of Shungnak, who went in over the trall; several

‘ years ago.

This reconnaissance is very expensive and the informatione

5
we gather from it is very valuable., Take pains to see that MUr.Ulmer
is fully equipped and prepared to obtain the data we desire,

Jonn. C. Gotwals,

Engineer Officery

CThe researcher
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Shungnak, Alaska April 9 1921,

Major Jehn. C. Gogwals.
Alaska Road ommimssion

I will give you & description of the trail from Ft Gibbon to Alatna
and from Alatna to Shungnak, as I promised you in Tanana in January
while you were thera,

From Tanana the trail north to Alatna would be impossible
for a stranger to fpllow without a guide as the trailiis not staked »
only in places. In aome places it is grown up with brush, and is narrow
for a sled. If it were cut out and straightened in places and staked it w
would be much better, and I think would be fine,

From Alatna to Shungnak there is no trail and no cabins ;
we had two natives cutting brush ahead of our teams, From Alatna we went
up the Alatna River about thirty miles, then took the portage across
to the head of the Kobuk River, through a timbered country which wasabout
forty miles,and from there down the Xobuk to Shungnak, I think is about
‘eighty five miles around the river. ‘ o

By cutting portages on the river would cut the distance to & §
the head of the Kobuk to about seventy miles,and then going straight 1
across the portage and coming out at Alatne would be something like
one hundred and ten miles from Shungnak to Alapna,

I% would be very easy country to put a:.tzail through, as
it is spruce tikber,no overflow,and no heavy grades, plenty of timber
for cabins. There should be six cabins on the trail from Shungnak to
Alatna, The cost of cutting a good trail from Shungnak to Alatna would
‘cost less than the building of six cabins in a timbered country.

. This traill; aoross to Alatna would be & great help to this cu
country. If we can get the trail, we can get out mail in that way in
thirty days from Seattle. As it is now it takes ninety days to get mail
from the outside,as it goes down the Yukon to Unalakleet and across to
Kotzébue and back up the Kobuk River. It would give the people on the i
Kobuk and Kotzebue Sound country a chance to get Outside on the Governmert
Rajlroad,if they desired. '

n

; This country has never had any help in building trails,
only what the people have donated here themselves, and if you can put
this trail through it will be appreciated by all the people in this
part of Alaska., : ’

Very truly yours,
+8g€d Frank. Ferguson.




WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JURTRR ALASKA
fairbanks.

Nov. 23/1923.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

This certifies that JOSEPH ULMER, whilst engaged on & reconnaisance
trip for the ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION, from Fairbanks to KOTZEBUE

SOUND and return, is entitled to pay any or all OBLIGATICNS

incurred on the trip by ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION TIMECHECKS, which
will be cashed by all branches of the Northern Commercial Co, of

Alaska, or the district office of the Alaska Road Commission at

Fairbanks

(/ =~ |
Gt B e S
M.C.Edmunds
Dist. Supt.
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EXPLORATION ™\

MINE REPORTS = . .
MAPS AND SURVEYS AND WATER POWER
—_— A

Jogeply Himer :

CIVIL AND MINING ENGINEER

Shungnalk _S5EEEEREAASEA pob, 8 Bo2a

ile Co Edmunds
Supte Alagka Road Cormission

Fairbanks, Alaska

Arrived here sixth snowshoed sixzty milos to break
trail across Gotwals Portage went back to Alatna for dogfced
dogfeod scarce down Kobuk, dogs dying along River distenper
will not take chances to loose dogteam going further down
gecured all noccessary data for us, will return to koyukuk
in a fow days dogs sore feet temperature from 54 to 69

feocling O.K.

Joseph Ulner

——
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Anchorage

November 16, 1933
SUBJECTAt KOyukukﬂKobuk winter reconnissance.

To » M.C.Edmnunds, Supt A.R.C.

Fairbanks, Alaska,

1. Iam inclosing herewith an allotment for a winter reconnaissance

from the valley of the Yukon into the Kobuk, The purpose of this reconnais:
is toget accurate information on the Pt Gibbon-Koyukuk Trall,to give
information on the connection of the Koyukuk with $he Kobuk and the condit:
of the trail along the Kobuk,

2. Jos, Ulmer,who ia now in Fairbanks, haas been tentatively engagec
for this reconnaissance. Get in touch with him and equip him. He can
probably use the small team of dogs now in your district,received from the
S8ignal Corps for this. The method of travel should be for him to personall
drive this dog team and to hire guides with dog teams for short distances.

‘ You will require reportas of progress from him and the special ;r
points which it is desired be covered are as follows @

Route 29.. Fort Gibbon~Koyukuk...eossoee+:.198 miles trail
Nature of traill.,
Recommendations as to dimprovement desired in
view of traffic existing or expected.
Condition of shelter cabins. Location of same.
Mileages along the entire trail.

Koyukuk+Kobuk =

The reconnaissance of this trail should extend
to the mouth of the Kobuk at Kotzebue Sound,
The return trip should be made along the same
route as that followed going in. The same data
as that given for the Fort Gibbon~Koyukuk Trail
should be obtained for the Kobuk Trail.

Full report of the mining or other activity in the districts visited

should be given,

4. No recent reconnaissance of the Foet Gibbon Trail has been ...
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I am inclosing a copy of a report given on the Kobuk Trail by
Ur. Ferguson of Shungnak, who went in over the trail; several

years agoa

: 5. This reconnaissance is very expensive and the informationw
we gather from it is very valuable. Take pains to see that Mr.Ulmer
is fully equipped and prepared to obtain the data we desire,

John. C. Gotwals,

Engineer Officery
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Jukxotna, Alesko, Aug.e 20 1924

WeGoT
Joull Je Golwals,
Ueweallpineers, oble. Louls, .i0C.

lear ..wLLJO?". -
Your letter of June I3th. I received on my return from

Iditarecd=Flat, where 1 gpent the greater part of the sumner.l will
give you a resume’ of my sunner's wovk.Leaviag Jenana on the S.3.
Jacobs, I met Gajor L.x.Cliver at Hot Springs te where ne walked fronm
Pamparit, leaving the J.C2.Yuvon =t that place, Jol. G.0.0teese going
to Jencna. e trip was very vnleasant, the Jajor taking zome zocd

exergise, nelning to wood up on the woodpile at sfort Sibbon. I lel
the tecut =t “uby, the rajor nroceeding on aown.- the river.l left Duby
in company <ith * Iuckekin® Bill Persninger over the -sumner trail

via Poorman to Cpnir.e Thne trall is only blazed =nd shelte~ tente

are located along tihe route, it tock us nine cays to Cphiw. The wea
tiier was very woern and we iLravelied at ni.ntse 1 arrived here on July
Cifth, waking = trip over the swiser trail to e Groatin via Candle Jr.
July dloto. 1 lei't for laitarod over Lue suasner Trwll. Tie work tLioere
was princlpally of vepairing tae lualiarod - wlat wugon roaq, wildcw is
vad snapé wna the alsmantling  of tne plat Creek Dreage, -salvaging all
the good timeer una planking. L also went to ponangs Cr. to look over
cetir the winter and sumner trail crossings. After the sessons work
Jepte OlLle [ rmeturned with Ross Xinney to heres 1 am Letting ready

to starTt Oon tae winter trall work L.tweéem e Gratia ana Lake Lincuwaln
Tiie roaa to Cpunir s not yet finisieda, tuere 18 800w acavy «0rk along
tine Iancko. oss iinney is waking a trip to oripple Cr. at present,
ne will ve pere tnls winter. tie wontn of August nag veen very wet,
tiae dred.es on Qtter Cre haa to suspend operation for gseveral cays

on acocunt of ulgn water,but was & p00d EtwsOn LOr Lae placer miner, .
Gpligs tuls will finu you in e west aealtbu, witbih wy west wisues
Linremaln '

Tours respectiully

2
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B o
Bob Jone g

v

Pork Kusgkokwim, Aslaska. .

bt
b
&)
o+

-

ear LlT.

AR our recent meetimg at c Grotng 1 spokc to you about hauliﬁ{
supplies tc your place at the wast vork, Tor the Alaska Toad Comrzission,
to be used fcm wiacter work in connection #ith trail work.is the work il
ctart Jrea yvour nlace, it e acve convernient foT us to nave vou supnly
us Ji bl nhie nscc@nary cutfit. I am sending you a list ol goods to e
furnisned and 1L you arvre able to supnly tiwe sume st Lue Lulng prices
~t your place, acticy supte Tes.Kinney ot Tekotna, to tial eisects € bt

' ' ; I5 th. to start on tne wWovrka Hopiﬂg you will send an

Tours .
regspactfuully /- ¢
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List of Supplies
Jinter Trail Jork .c drathe enana

~lour 100,1
Beans (tayo) 254
Jilk ( vwagle) 1 Case
Tice 25 #
Tacon 35 #
Lard 10 #
Lacking Powver 3 7
Salt 10 #
Pepper 3 sumall cans
Sugar S0
Coffee ( I F cans) 10 #
Tea { Liptons! 2 #
Jersey Oream (rackers 10
Dutter 20 ¥
Peaches ( dried ) 10 #
Prunes (| * ) 20 #
Raisins 5 #
Apricots " 5 #
Apples " 5 %
Macaroni ( swmall box) 5 I
Cheese 10 #
Vinegar I bottle
Corned Feef + doz. cans
Roast Peef 5 m "
Socap ( vary)'% doz cakes
datches > " Pack.

Curry 1 bottlé '
Rolled Oates 2 10 # sacks
Cream of +theat 4 doz packages

Dried sggs Scans (I # )
Sy rup -2 i gall. cans
Honey 2 Cany

Jam.  agsorted 10 cans
Candles 10 doz.

Sardines 5 " small cans
Herring ( Kippered) 24 "
Corrmeal 10 #

Dbied Balmon
Taldow
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Aloska Jumbo Hoebols Co.
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Cholmondely ,oum. 5O LG L5 0t honc.

B0 ~,Lo*‘"’, s W0 ls uers on offd
stated cd & compunication |
Cothe same opinion
tiae QI‘UJ set will b
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Fred. King e LI L-Ca

-+ Takotna, Alaska neREDY T
Dear Tred.

’ Recelved your letdor the other day, 1t followed me all
over Aluska., I cipected Lo be back to the lower country lasi spoing,
but at the last minute I was sent into the Upper Copper Rlver, bet—
Gulkane snd Mentasts Pags and Slate Creck tp locate o leasible route
for a wagonnroad, and I fina&ly got back here after some hard travel
ling. I understond Kdnney is going to Nome and I wonder who 18 zoing
to take his places I took a trip to Junecan :znd Ketchikan last winter
met-all the old gang there.and told them that you were 831ill in the
game. I Inquired about your 8teek in thes Indian at Prince Rupert -
was offdred six cents, but I could not see that 1t,was any use to s~
sell at-that price, went o Stewart to find out right on the greund
but it wes a scheme to freeze out, . there is plent “of good ore-in -
the Indian, they got 2 new Mopager end I ghink, »hat the future of
the preperty will justify o hang-on to the stock & 1ittle longer:
I am writing George Clothier to find out he heavy interested in the
property and will let you know what is going on.-Let me lear frem
yeu, wilte to Fairbanks,-c/o: Hordale Hofel. Hoping. you are sall
glve kindest regards to all my friends. with bust aiahes, .
Merry Xmess ond o Hoppy New Year I- remain ‘

Very truly
Youra .,
the user for
1t is furnished to
Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ake, Fairbanks. b copyright provisions.
o -

t
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‘ WAR DEPARTMENT . :

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
TAKOTNA, ALASKA
November 18th, 1924,

Mr.Joseph Ulmer,

Asst. Supt.,A.R.C.

McGrath-Telida Trail,
"East Fork Kuskokwim, Alaska.
My dear Ulmer:- Returned last night from a trip over the
Ophir - Poorman trail and expect to leav;‘for Tolstol soon.
Hope everything is-going good with you 6n your trail work,

and am writing you especially to be sure to send & wire thru
at the end of the month to Juneau in regards to your disburse-
ments and number of men on pay roll. I think it would bé better
to send it thru to Nenena as the wireleés here is giving considen-
able trouble.

. I sent your vouchers to McGrath the next day after getting
your letter,and didn't even have time to drop you a line before

Pete Snow was leaving, but understood from Guskey that they did

not get out to you very soon. HORE you got them d K .

Very truly
/ ‘_,Mt""’“ 7
,/»:?“ lrar1tcd
As . Klnﬁéy- /e
(;/ ,«M}M

s xs a copy ‘of a docu-cnt xn ‘the Ak £ Pblir‘ R‘Le'g‘io‘n's Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the user f
vate study, ‘scholarship or research. The usér assuwes full responsibility for cosplying with copyright provisions.




MINE REPORTS EXPLORATION
MAPS AND SURVEYS AND WATER POWER

Jogeplh Wimer

CIVIL AND MINING ENGINEER

FalrbanksXREFEMRKAKKALASKA dJune 3 I930

Mr,
:P.M. Monkton, B.C.L.S.

Victoria,B.C.

My dear 3ir;

Your timely article in the Alaska Weekly on the route of the
proposed Pacific-- Yukon Highway prompted me to write you a few lines.
Sometime last fall I published in the Alaska Weekly an article on the High
way, as before that time nothing ha heen printed that would give the reader
an idea, where the route would be located. I covered a good deal of the
northern part of B.C. I gave a copy of my reconnasance sketch map to Mr.
harold Nation, who with the late Hon. Fleet Robertson travelled through
that country by the way of the Klappan section, in ISI2 to Hazelton.

I intended to write some more detail on the project, but you have so though
rolycovered the subject from Hazelton north along the Naas River, that I
must say that it is " The Route ", Only from the Iskoot Cabin the route
should divert easterly, for the best grade to my estimation is along the
north shore of Kinaskan Lake to the head of the Klastlin or S8econd South
Fork, thence down to Huntersg Cache,crossing below themee at or abobe the
old Indian bridge, above the canyon of the Klastlin, Thence up to the R
Plateau along Buckly Lake to the Ten Mile flat on to Telegraph Creek.

Going up Marchuoa Creek the many lakes and the abrupt descent to the Stikine
just above the big @anyon dont look very feasable for road construction..

I am a member of the International Highway Ass. here, we are ever busy to
to keep this project before the public eye. As I am a candidate for the
office of Territorial Highway Engineer on the Rep. Ticket, it ia very
likely that I carry the election. However, I will endeaver to do all Ican
to carry this project to a successful conclusion. Hoping tc hear from you
along these linesg, I will remain with my best wishes

Respectfully

4:'—””7%;fbﬁﬂdg
7 /0

This is a copy of a document in the Ak. ¢ Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the user f
private study, scholarship or research. The user assuwes full respoﬁsxbxhty for cosplying with copyright provisions.



WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

November 20, 1922,

Ir,Jos Ulmer, Divisional Fecad Commissioner
Fetchikan, Alaska,

Subject: Recormendations for Territorial Road Work,
First Divisicn, Season of 1923,

Dear Sir:-

I am directed by the Territorial Board to regquest you
to submit recommendations for road work in your division for
next year in accordance with Section 9, Chapter 11, Session
Laws of 1919, Recormmendations should be submitted through
thisoffice as soon as practicable,

You will be allowed a per diem of $10,00 in lieu of
all other salary and expenses for two days to compensate you for
time devoted to this work. Personal service voucher is inclosed
for your signature.

For the biennium just passed, the Territorial Board
allotted the $64,000 available per division, as follows:

(a) Abvout $31,000 to cooperative projects with the
Forest Service, to which the Department of
' Agriculture added large amounts of its om

.

funds. This money was distributed to projects y
within, or partly within, the Tongass National
Forests.

Pricr to this year, the Department of Agri-
culture funds were inadequate to handle all
cooperative projects within the National
Forests,

Prior to May 1, 1922, it has heen necessary
for the Alaska Road Commission to supplement
Forest Service funds with substantial allot-
ments of its own funds. Since May 1, 1222
and for t*the future the Alaska Road Cormission
cooperation will be limited to projzcts en-
tirely outside the National Forestis,

e Ak. £ Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished ﬁo thg‘u?e:
. for cowplying with copyright provisions,

is i opy of a document in th f Ak..
T e sty The user assumes full responsibility

~rivate study, scholarship or research.
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() About $33,000 to cooperative projects with
the Alaska Road Commission, to which the Alaska
Road Commission added about $63,000 of its own
funds. This money was exyrended upon the follow=-
ing projects, irn addition to cooperative pro-
jects within the National Torests, partly sup-
ported by the Alaska Road Commissicn prior to
¥ay 1 of this year. ‘

Douglas - Gastineau
Sitka - Indian R.
Sitka Cemetery
Strawberry Point
Haines - Mud Bay
Haines - Pleasant Camp
‘Porcupine Extension.

Due to the small amount of Territorial funds remaining
after the cooperative demands of the Department of Agriculture
were met no special Territorial organization was maintaired
in this division,

The amount per division to be available next-year is
dependent upon the action of the next Territorial Legislature.
It is assumed that the Legislature will appropriate at least
$30,000 per year per division and not over $50,000 per year per
division. Your recommendations are desired on this basis,
coevering all features of the situation, It is especially de-
gired that you should propose worthy projects which should take
rrecedence to those now under construction and maintenance and
which have not yet received attention,

Final allcotments will be made ty the Territorizl
Board after reports from all three road agencies have been
received and ccnsidered,

Very truly yours,

%&M@;W::

Jg6 .G, Steese,
Consultirg Engineer, K
JGS: K, Territery of Alaska, f
Incl, : w
Ferscnzl Service Voucher.

is is a copy of a docuwent in the Ak. & Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the user {
ivate study, scholarship or research. The user assumes full responsibility for complying with copyright provisions. |




WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

e Josep‘ Tlmer
Alaska Road Commissidn
Pairbaniks, Alaska

3 -

Dear Sir: /
5 Coréirming telagrarhic advice, you are appointed
Acsistant Superintendent, Kuskomflm District, this Cormission,
effective llay 12, 1924. Your compensation will be 200400 per month
with station at Tokotna,‘'Alaska, and actual and necessary living and

traveling expensas within the authorized limits while away from
NAT -
Tokotna.

You will proceed to Seward, Alaska, in time to meet

the Alaska scheduled to arrive lay 17th with two horses for the Jus-
wokxwim district. You will then conduct these horses down river on the
first comnecting boat to Ruby, where you will réceive information from
lr. Ross J. Xinney, in charge of the Xuskokwim district, concerning -
further travel overland from “uby to Tokotna. You will advise ir.
Hinney by wire at Yokotna your probable date of arrival with horses
Ruby.. Upon arrival at Tokotns you will repert to IMr. Hinney for

utye.
You will return to Falrbanks overland after the freeze-
up, performing such winter trail work and securing such other informa-
*tion as may be directed by him.

The travel alrﬁctad is nececsary in the public service.

Tery truly yours,

Steese
President and <«ngincer

Jos/fue 0<ficer.

is is a copy of a docuwent in the Ak. £ Polar Reglons Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the user f
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Fairbanks,zﬁlaska.

Board of Road Gowmissionars,
Junean, Alaska,

RIPOBT ON_WINTER TRAIL WORK, MGGRATHPT LIDA

I left Mcarath Oetober 7%h in a small gaaoline
boat, with one man beside the boaiman, for Big River, to .
cut down the banks where the winter trail crosses the rivers.
taking advantage of thawed condition of the ground. - The.
Kuskokwim River froze over on the 1ith of October, the river
wags staked and heavy jammed ice cut out to oross over. The
snowfall was heavy and many windfalls blocked.ths trail.
These were cul’ out So ag o clear the trail for travel.

-+1 returned to McGrath from Big River, braaking
trail with snowshcas. ‘Leaving McGrath with dog team and two
men, I proceeded to Big River, from which place work was done
in the shape of building a bridge over Greyling Oreek between
MoGrath and Big River, also cutting out heavy windfalls.
Tripods were placed along the open apaces sast of Big River
and the lakes gtaked., The banks on the South Fork were cut
down and slips built on the approzches to the river.

Yoving camp to East Fork we proceeded to Telida
to clear the trall so as to open it for travel, A new section
of trail was ocut through the bottom land of heavy timber one
mile east of East Fork, A detour trail one mile long around
the E28t Fork, five miles east of Jones Roadhouse, was cut
through alder and birch timber to avoid the river, which is
usually overflown and dangerous to travel, The trail was
widened, tripods placed along the open spaces and blazed.

The banks on all river c¢rossings were cut down as far as Telida,

The trail from McGrath to within five miles of
S8loho Fork, a distance of seventy-five miles, is in good con-
dition. The river is used for about three miles and this
could be avolded by cutting a new trail sbout two miles,
shortening the distance about two miles. The Berry landing
trail from Greyling Creek - Eagle Creek — MeXAfra and Fast
Fork was gone over and cleared out. 7This is the new trail
built in 1923 by Ross J. Kimney, and is advantageous for the
travel to the Nixon Fork mining district,

The bridges on the wagon road leading from Berry

is is 2 copy of a docu-ent in the Ak. € Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak. » Fairbanks, It is furnished to the user
ivate study, scholarship or research

The user assuses full responsxbxlxty for complying with copyright provisions




#2.

landing o the Nixon Fork mines are in bad condiiion and
need repairs,

From Telida to Lone Star the winter trail
follows the MoKinley Fork for three miles. The river is
unsafe in the early fall and in the spring. A trall cut
from Telida on the right limit of the river would shorten
the distance and make travel much safer. The trail for
the most distance is over level ground. It is an Indian
trall and the natives of the Upper Kuskokwim use it as
their main road during winter. There are manywindings
and narrows, and straightening and widening the trail
would ilmprove traveling conditions materially.

I would recommend that $3,000.00 be allotted
to the MeGrath-Telida section and the same amount to the
Tellda~Roosevelt section.  After the trall is improved
the maintainance will be small, Recommendation is also
made that $1500.77" e allotted for the rerair of bridges
on the Berry landing - Nixon Fork wagon road. Some of
the work of laying and blazing out the trail could be done
in the spring during March and April so as not to take up
too much time in the fall when the trail crew is ready to
do the work, I would suggest that after the trail is in
a finished state, arrangements could be made with the

- varlous roadhcouse keepers to cut down the banks and brush
the river crossings in their respective localitles, as
this would save exvpenss and benefit the traveling public,

Respectfully submitted,

/,%M
- Joe Ulmer

Assistant Superintendent,
Kuskokwim District,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 2, 1920,

ir. Joseph Ulmer,
Fairbanks, Alaska.
Dear Lr. Ulmer:

Lany thanks for your letter of Movember 17. I have sent a copy
on to kiajor Elliott who is enroute to Victoria. He will no doubt advise
you on the subject of ‘surveys as he is especiglly interested in that

phase of the work.

I agree with you as to the importance of a connecting road from
Dawson to Fairbanks irrespective of the Pacific Yukon Highway.

Eventually the Nabesna road will connect to the Kluane road and
LicCarty will be connected to Dawson forming two arteries of travel but
the McCarty Dawson line is far more important now -because it would
permit the Dawson tourists to get over to Fairbanks in about 20 hours

instead of rive days as at pregent.

T am also sgending copy of your letter to lr. Rice for his information.

Very truly yours,

ERNEST TALZZS
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Juneau, Alaska, April 25, 1924

Joo lmor
Fairbanks, Alaska

711l you be avallable to take 2first boat down river about !lay twentloth

from Henana overland from Ruby to Opair for dud

<k in Xuskolavim distrioct

returning in £211 after freeze up question

JGs/ 2me ' Steese
File ”
Confe

Fele

s is a copy of a docusent in the Ak. & Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the user f

ivate study, scholarship or research. The user assuses full responsibility for cosplying with copyright provisions.




Thxs ds.a copy "of a ‘document in the Ak.
4pr1vate study. scholarship or research. ying's i

WM SULZER
COUNSELOR AT LAW
115 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

5.

Ay}

October 2, 19

Vour very interesting letter of Septembor 4 just received,
'nd T note carefully =11l you say, tnd T =m : In-rys oled to hecr Zron
you, #nd no one W?SIeS o1l more zood luck - nd ¢ 00d heslth then T do.
Tou sre one of the best snd grestest Bour ﬁoughs in the Torthlund.
Tou hrve z2lso done = “re t work for Jlesks, snd heve seen &8 much of
it as any men thot live :

g you ¥now T cm very deerly interested in mining in the
andalar, snd have o grest dezl of my money #nd nmy friends' money
1nveot9& there. So if you heor anthlnc rewﬁrding the Chendalar at

any time be sure %o write me abount it,.

' T #m glso very much interested in mining in the Thite 2iver
“lining Precinct, #nd heve three groups of gold &nd corper mines in
thet wond erful coun*rv S0 if you hesr anything =t eny time zbout the
Thite River country 1ot ne Inovi, end I hopé some day you can get in
there :nd see for vourself., I wes the first vhite men +th .t wzs in that

country.

“or sever: l 7errs T heve been doing everything I ean with the

~uthoritiessxbhes #2 in Tsshington to bhulld = good rozd from IcCarthy
sround Scolsi Pa88 to Chisene that ultins tely would be the hasis forthe
extension of the reilrosd that must go from ucﬁarthy to Chissna, =nd
thence down the ~his ns Valley to Tenfens, »nd thence down the W~n¢'n_
to Tairbenlzs, to connect with the Tovernment 2.ilrosd. This would go
far to open ur these grest wonderful velleys to agriculture, nining, %c.
to sy nothln, cvout homeste: ds for -~ million reorle. Tt would never

do to build a rosd from Fulkene fto Chisane because it would cost too
ruch to cet freicsht in ¢nd out, =nd to ship ores thet wey. 11 that is
necess. ry is = good trail from Gullsna to Chiscns, 'nd & good zubto truck
road from the Mizins 3ridge to Chis:ine around Scol:si T..058 go that the
mines in the district cen ship their ores to the “melters, :nd most of
the ores in the Nistrict are smelting ores, btut trey run very high in
coprer, mold, nd silver.

I shall bve in “Teshington most of the 7inter helnins Col.
other friends of "loske. Teer re informed, :nd T will
Y

ug

Steece, on At
eer you rosted, T m v h-.ve soqethjn‘*“or vou o do in TTorthern
‘legle so iF ryou chenge yowr ~ddrers inZorm me,

- Q
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DEL Ve Sth. 192:

__:HOH.

Zarl  vheile T R
: regrritorial  Cec'y.

Juneau,"i sla.

e Zince xy incumbency in office s ¢1"1g19nwl_ﬂ ;h,uOmﬁiuolCLu _
1 received a number of *ﬁlubotm from the differeni parts of tais QGCﬁ‘OH
reuaru¢-5 rpads and trails, I have:devoted a good deal time and have even
. “‘“Qfepwmj ovn ehfenCGa fcr the benerit of-having qometuin» done axonb’v
. Lueue dines. /<or tiree rears ; a¢ze recouusended” the con strwﬂtlon of
road. or -paclk tvaLT “on une Unuk and balcgn;h,uxvers,f and:for »ulCl uertamn
<o amounts havu been Ft as ue,%i_aﬁ.lniurned by Mr. -¥lory tha vt oa reCOlna“Eﬁ

:;nﬁce'trly iz to ne’ made éanctlwe bﬂlu muntn, %ﬂ& ¢CbO£hlﬂf Lo{tne arranje

< : bu Lne"érrltory
ltﬂgbol.g

car;
- ! ul'”‘& ;
e coLrte 33*8 éuc tLa

) Tav ere u;;b :
autliorized ]
the above me tloneé progects
nis” 500u1q

nglﬂ““ Tavored
Ao tne near future,” with' best wishes I “m

Commissionar
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'—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

KARL THEILE
£X-OFFICIO SECRETARY OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

OF ALASKA
FOR THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Mr. Joseph Ulmer,

Ketchikan, Alaska.

Iy dear Joe:

I have received your letter of HMay 11, 1923 rslative to
making the survey of the Portage hetween Unalakleet and Xaltag and
presented the same to the Territorial Board at its meeting held
May 21, 1923.

No action was taken at this time dut your amnlization
will be given consideration when this matter is again up for atten-

tion.

Yours very truly,

Commissioners.

This is a copy of a document in the Ak. £ Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the user
private study, scholarship or research. The user assuwes full responsibility for cosplying with copyright provisions.
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MINE REPSEJEYS i EXPLORATION
MAPS AND S AND WATER POWER

Jugepl Wimer

CIVIL AND MINING ENGINEER

Fairﬁans,KXXXXXXKX ¢ TFeb. I9 1I930

¥r. Eugene Jacker, .
Wacker City, Alaska.

Dear Gene; . ~
I received vour letter two days ago, and want to thank vou

for the same and the kind interest which you are tahen in the coming elect
ion. No doubt you noticed that I came out with my intention the first part
of December and was the first to declzre myself. You know that-I was depri
ved of that office when Sommers was appointed by the;Junezu buncn, when
according to the road act I was entitled %o it. I told them nowever that
the time would come whén I be vindicated. I understdnd that Judge Wickers
ham will be i Fairbanks next wcnth, how are you standing with nim? He is
still going strong up here, especially in the outlying districtes. What vou
say abdut thes natives ? You and Billy Paul kxnow that I have always favored
them when ever I had a chance to do so, when I was in ¥etchikan and crooked
realestate agents tried to zrab their land and lots, I was at the front for
the natives, when I built the road from Cokona tc Chistochina I was the firsg
man that had an organized camp of natives to work on the road. I see by the
papver where Peratovitch made a trip to the Copper River and the natives
complained of not getting any work on the road, I wigh to state that the
crew of natives working for me gave better results than the white labor
imported from somewhere. So yvou can regt assured that I have the feeling
and regard towards the natives and want to give them an even break, I did .
gsend you the wire as I wanted to wtite you along these lines and it is only
a few days difference. I see where the old man passed away, I have the ‘
picture of him and vou. How is vour wife and all the children, I hope they
are all well, Who is now the leaders of the Republicans in Xetchikan, let
me know as I want to write to them as I dont want to ignore them. Well Gene
let me hear from you again and keep me vosted. ¥ith best regards to all the
0old timers and best wishes to you and your family, I am

Yours ,

for a better Alaska

ot e
/’ —_—
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sropertys

The Gold King Zining Proper ,Ja Hydaulio and Dredging proposit
ion, is situated on Gold Krng Creek, & tributary to Wood River, |
Bonnefield Mining Distr.,in the Henana Recording Precinct, Alaska. P
The district lies' in the. nogth slope of the Alaske Range, about
60 miles gouth of Feirbenks, .leska. The Gold King Mining Co. owns
end controlles 42 “twenty er,,claime or. 840 ucres of worksble
placer groundy.on:Gold King reek, for & distunce of about '8 miles
covering ‘the ienti: dth'of the.creek bed sbout 900 feet.scross
fromirim:to rim, The creek bed is sn alluvial deposit of ai aver
e depth of 10/ feet, the c;eek has & slope or hydraulic grade of
Sy % The gravel deposits rest on & Tertisry bedrock snd were the re
”n)"#nwsultof glacial eroslon, more detail descrppdion or informafion,
a;/, . .e8 to the origin of these piacer deposits, is. found in Bulletin
il 501 Geological Survey, by DT.'A.H/B“ooks. H;gy‘ e w

; ' The property is reached by a Wagon road built by the Aleska Road |
LI' ~Commission,- from Kobe on. tde Alasks’ Railroad ‘distunce of 40 miles

U ‘3; “and. freight landed. from t ti'o nnx Lt the prooerty st a eost of
A $ 40.00 per. ton._*faf _ :

' The water 1is conveyed to. tn groperty by a ditch 12f%. by 2 I/Bff
. I-and I/4 mile long to: the fdntoke ofthe: pipe line one mile long. .
The pipe. is 36 inchesudlame%er”end reduced down to I3 inches where ' .
it connects‘with the%monitors or giants. The average flow is about. ‘
©'4000 miners-inches. in Gold King ¢ o
ﬂ&brought from Mystic Creek and- dischnrged into ' Gold: King Creek about
10 miles upstream fro vthe ?ropertybya‘ditch v3'miles:long. This.

t will cogtr&ppnximately $ 5000.00 to. 1

will ‘earry: rabout . 4000 -miners. inches of

‘of the pipe to ‘the’ nozzle 1
-~ The - property: dg’ 8ti11-in th,
ballbearing giantevar use 'h ;ground is easy worked the gravel
.. being of: medium; 911 s ery.few. boulders ere founﬂ dhruout
“the’ deposit .the eilings &reu sposed by hydraulic method.” The gold -
"18 of the. the flat;wheat kernel type;and easely saved. The estimsted:
; ‘ ;oubic yards the averuge testi

r . ‘sl\

The ground from Ho. 5. abovevmtovﬂo. 9 below discovery can be worked
by the hydraulic method and, from Ho. 9 below to the lower end of p's )
he Compzny's ground embrecing . 600 acres csn be hundled more econo
ically by installing a Flune dredge. On the lower end of the prop

erty dedample timber;'both for fuel and milling," ghe sawmill is =km
about miles from’ the;timbered area, but the hsuling of the sawlogs
to the mill'is the" ‘cheaper Wby..Coal cén be leid down on the prop. ...
erty:at; the:plant-for $+4,00 ver ton from & “deposit of 30 feet''wide
M.t is exposed along theﬂditahabetwean Mystic end Gold King Creeke.‘

“ALY the necgessary buildin 8 .for the‘maintuinance of the cam
inigodd‘uondition?andMcoﬁsf £ e camp are

8- 000k, ‘megs and bunkhouse,voffice;r
ehOpm W& ) 5 .

ing, 4810 se’and bern. : _ , ~
The . work.done on“th To ert 1ast two a ki o
114" the. mapure of 3 yeors or working seas

the'
‘ eveibpment ‘but in order to put:the ‘propert:
‘erty onma productive basis, additional capltal is: needed and with
, diligent and efficient management the property should a're
‘~.umnerative investment;for” ‘ e Lo




{Oseph Ulmer Cw[
- Acc. No. 872

Report
of
Recommalisance Survey ¥ort Givbon to Fobuk
and Loyulkuk Tiver.

To .
Col, James G. Steese, Chodrmzn ol Alasie Noad Comunlsbloi
wlor John U. dotuwnls, Yogineer Gidic:iv.

KLULT Wunib, Supt. Pailrbenks Vistrict.

I nercwith subnit the regortof the recoum issnce survey of he
rosas end trails , from Fort Glibbon to Alatna Alwtnw to Kobuk, Alatnae
to Nolan.Bach civision will be treated separvately, so as to make 1t wmore
camprch ndasiblepin case of [uture referencee in numing the rivers, lukes
and cabing, I was told by natives and whites to apply such names, that the
mhi&eswoula ve able to pronounce them, ’ ‘ '

Travel, N
In accordance with instruction vecelved from Major John C. Ootwouls and
Tistrict Supt. ¥.C.Fdomunds, 1 procceded from Talrbonks with dogtesm o
Henana by freipht train. Alter having the truavelling eguipment completed
ond the slod £itted with cyclometer wheel,l started for Fort udibbon Icc,
I rste Jhe snovioell was very light, an average of two ilnches covercd lie
ground. The dogs were getlting woxked out ailter » wesks trowvel and Fort
Gibbon was E&LHLC Tec, llth. a distonce of I24.75 miles lxgl hLU&ﬁh.
Ingquireing as to the condition of the trail bethecn Ford Gib and Alatno
I wns inLarm@d. that the traill sos In bad condition, due to Lae ilack of
snowfall, I declded to wwall the return ol ihe mallcarrier from the Koyukuk
1o obtein the real facis conceérning lhe condition of the trail,the lﬂiﬂrm
wtion desired was given by John Adams, mallearrier [rom Fort (ibbon to
iseman.l engaged a Yanana Hative wi. b dogteam, th‘ the ¥.0.C00, to act
a8 gulde and nvul do Fecd nvuuea on the trip. tihe wealher was cold, the
temparature ranging irom 1@ to 50 below ZEY0. Almtna wus reached Pec. 24t

Trail and cheltor Uublﬂﬁo
Fort Gibbon to Alzins.

e trail from fort Ulbbon tekes o UL.¥E, course, nearly paralling toe

Yukon Hiver for 6 miles, szt anicn poeint the river is about 2 miles distant.

It then leads in o northerly direcetion over @ barren ridge , thence winding
| over & low renge of hil.s, at en elevation of 2000feet, vb%ve the Yukon River
| I{ then ue\cond; on the north slope of the rauwe to the Bouth Fork of ihe
Tozitna River, wherse g shelter cabin,22% miles from Tort wibbon, is located
ne cabins are described on a separate page atiached to this repori. This
. portion of trail is a departure of the old one, wiich followed ﬁear Crecek
ullere a cabin is located I2 miles from Fort Gibbon. The present trail is
in an exposcd location and the northerly winds huve o clear sweep, making
it impossible al times Lo Lrovel, winile ihe Besr Oreek trall is in ohe
timber for 15 miles, bolore Lh&rsummit is're“ua&d. At Lhre head of the South
Fork of the Tozi, there is « low poes, that can be crossed and the present
treil shoriened about b miles snd if thie Bear Credk trail is followed 7
miles cah be cut off from the present route. ¥rom the 22 mile cabin the Xtzx
trail traverses the Tozl Flats to the north of the South Fork, crossing
the main Tozitna at the ccnfluancm of the two streams, distance 33.8 miles
wiere & snclter cabin is located.From the Tozi cabin tie trail winds thru
low, timberec hills to Rickwoode cabin on the Widdle Fork. ¥rom Rickwoods
cubin the trail enters the Tozi Flats agsin, rew uhirw the 49 cobin on thw
worth Fork. Foralleling ihe fay Mountalns over unbroken topogrophy thc
Batmdl ol woridg c is crossed, this ridge dividos tnw Tozitoo antd Velozmitne
u&ruhxvm beglins.Pescending on the norih slope over the ¥elozi Flats, the
Bain lelozitna i“ TEe achcu Mkcre & shi=lter ¢ }nlnu zre locatcd, 61 miles,
& : 4+ .

oy # . R - = -3 5 [ T T T S
& sechion, Itom &5 1@ gabin Lo the ¥s=laozl gabins ic -robably ihe

5 i g . .ty - P AU e . P N T T 5 oy ie e . mmem oy g,
@M“! < LT SLTRT BT TELINE WL 3LQTE, SLLZZEINNE TR OLIDETLAeETLS




{oseph Ulmer Coll.
Acc. No. 872

Report

oL v

Reconnaisance Survey ¥ort Givbon to FYobuk
and Koyukuk Niver.

To : -
Col. James G. Steese, Chadronn 0l Alusbe DNoad Coumslsulolt.
Lalor Joun U. dotwnlds, Yogincer OLilcil.

Yoo, Bdmunds, Supt. Palrbenks District.

‘I nerewith subnit the reportef the reconn lsance survey ol e
rosds end trails , from Forit Gibbon to Alatnop Alsins to KRobuk, Alatna
to Nolan.Zach civision will be treated separstely, so at Lo muake 1% more
compreh ndsiblepin case of future reference. in numing the rivers, lukus
and ¢abing, I wos told by natives and whitds to apply such names, that the
whideswould We wble to pronounce them,

Travel. N
In accordance with instruction recelved from Hajor John C. Goiwnls and
Tistrict Supt. M.C,Fdnunds, 1 procceded irom Tairbonks with Cogteasm to

Henana by freipht train, Alter having the truvelling eaquipnent conplceted
and the sled fitted with eyclometer wheesl,l started Lor Fort $ibbon Iec.

I rste Ihe snoviell was very light, an average of two inchsgs covercd lhie
ground. The dogs were getling workoed out aster a wesks travel and Fort
Givbon wos reached Tec. 1lIth.,. a distance of I24.75 miles Lrowm Fenalio.
Ingquireing as to the condition o the trall bethweon Fort wibben ane Alatna
I was informed, that the trail was ln bad condition, duec to the lack of
snowfall. I deeclded to awall the return ol the mallearrier fros the Koyukuk
10 obtain the rezl facts concerning the conditlon of the trail,the inform
stion desired wos given by John Adams, mellearrier i(rom Fort Gibbon 4o
¥iseman.l engeged 2 Tanans Hetlive wi b dogteam, thru the H.0.Co. to act

a8 gulde and haoul dogfeed needed on the trip. the weallier was cold, the
temparature ranzing Lfrom 12 to 50 below zero. Alstnae wus reached lec, d4th,

Trail and Cheltor Cobins.
Fort Gibbon to Alstng.

tne trail from bort Ulbton tekes o UK, course, nearly paralling ithe

Yukon niver for 6 miles,zt wnicen peint the river is aboutl 2 miles distant,.
It then leads in o northerly dircetion over a barrsn ridge , thencce winding
over u low raznge of hil:s, ot an elevation of 2000fcet abuve ihe Yukon River
It then descends on the north slope of the range to the Bouth Fork oi ihe
Tozitna River, whers a shelter cabin,22% wiles from Fort dibbon, is located'.
The cebins are described on a separate page atiached to this vepori. This
portion of trail is a departure of the old one, wiich followed Hear Crecek
where a cabin is located IZ2 miles from Fort Gibbon. The present trail is

in an exposed location and the northerly winds have o clear sweep, making

it imposeible bt times Lo trevel, wiile the Besr Oreek troll is in uhe
timber for 15 miles, boelore the swunit is reachod, AL thie hend of tie South
Fork of the Tozi, there is « low pass, that can be crossed and the present
treil shortened abvout D wiles snd if the Bear Creqk trail is followed 7 ,
miles cah be cut ofl from the present route. ¥From the 22 mile cubin the Lxzx
trail traverses the Tozl Flats to the north of the Bouth Fork, crossing

the main Tozitno at the confluence of tiie two streams, distance 538 miles
whers & shclter cabin is located.From the Tozi cabin the truil winds thru
low, tiabered hills to Rickwoods eabin on the Middle Fork. ¥row Rickwoous
cubin the trall enters the Tozi Flate again, resching the 4D c¢obin on tiwe
ronth Forke Farolleling ke fay Hountalns over unbroken topogrephy tho

sumait ol & ridge ls crossed, this ridge dividos the Tozitna and Nelogitno ‘
Groinage beeins.bescending on the north slope over the Melozi Flats, the |
waln Melozitne is reached, where 2 shelter cabins wre located, 61 miles. |
This scetion, irom 45 mile cebin to the Melozi cabins is vrobably the

hardest, a: it contiumlly blows and shifts thu snow, bLIZZAYUs ure sreguent
in this vicinity. '




Josep Llmer Qm&ﬁ
| ! i
Acc. Mo. 81+

L, L€ 2 (x T
beiove recching the sumnit s emsll creek’crossed, thls creek is subject to
portxnxixoverilows foxaing ple vic'“ where the crossin,, lu muue. The truil
ghould be shifted further uw, where smuly timber covers the slope and a
shelter cabin bullt in bat vicinity.¥rom the lelogzl cabins the north side
ol toie walley ig traversed for 4 miles, Lhence mwcmnting o & pass over the
veatern £lank of the Ray Mountains, So th basin of the Horih fox to the
fugches Cabin. The 0ld treil made o detour (o tie zouth a mile rrom the cubin,.
ihe traill was gtraightened for 4 piles by John Adems and the present cabin
built, from this point miners and prospectors braach off Loy Hughes, the
“eo Vountain and Indizn Piver District. Forth of the Huphes cabin the hills,
which arc part of the Ray Hountains, sre covered with small spruce acd blrolh.
Biren #ill Cubin is reached, distanc: 77 miles. From here the trail descends
to an inleond busin, crossing Steese Lake, whiceh 1s O miles ucross, to the
Allard Cebin, IF mile noxth of the lake, thence to the Adwmms Cabin 53 miles.
Steese Lake 1o mostly wine swept and the trail obliterated, mabking it hard
and difficult to iravel £Crogs. This could bewhproves by diverting from ihe
csent treil about £ miles seuwdn of the lmﬁe, iﬂilOJlnN a higher level
covered with birch and spruce, to the emst of the lake, to the Ad.ms Cabin.
This would improve and shorten the peesent trail., From the Ademg Cabin the
tr::il hos been straiuhtaned for I0 miles to the Uld Han Cabin, This is o new
cubin, being built 1923 snd is I4 miles from Alatna. From herh » Lhe trail
legzcs over iune lower end of the Kanuii Valley 7 miles to the Hoyukuk Hiver,
Following the river for 3 mllea a portage is made 0 Marsan, 1&1 vortuge
was not uscd thle winter, owing to the late snowfall, The trail zmx¥at from
Fort Gibbon to M¥arsan is w&ll m&rkea and the location sultable, exept tho 24
first port of tils gection,,the Meloziswanit and near Steese lake, which
vere alrsody referred to. The Prail, Cebinsg and Ekammesx Distances were all
marked on existing maps of the aAluska Hood Commission, with the original
coples attached to this repori. '

o
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Alatna  to EKobuk River.

Travel.

The snowfall in the vmcinity of Al&tua was very light at the time of my
arrival at that place. the X mass Holydays brought the nativeos to the Mission
c¢f St. John in the * ildernews at Allakaket on tue Kﬂvukuk, near the mouth

of the Alatna Hiver. This gave me an oppottunity to select & sdtable guide
from among the Kobuk Hativaa, After having all arrangemunus made for the trip
taking 10 days supplies and dog feed , I proceeded with Hapoleon, a Kobuk
fiative, . Jan., 7th. along the Alatna RBiver, taking advantssze of the portages5
to Blackjack, a Kobuk viElace, where we stayed at Chief Nulyook's place for
the night. From Blackjack the river was usedn making short cuts across the
portages of the m.ny hende. A 7 x 7 tent and stove was ued for camping out, -
as there are no cabing along thie rgute of travel, A Thermomcter from the
U.S.%eather Buresu was used to reglster the temperature. The weather was cold
and clear, but on the morning of the I0 {th. it became softer and stattedo

to unovwi. We had alreuay res orted to the use of snowshoes to kxeikimail.break
trail, the snowfall being heavier towurcs the Tndicott Range, Travelling the
course of the Alaina to a point 39 miles from ﬁ rsan, vwe took an Indian trail
leading in a westerly direction. At this peint I took several compass bear
ings to prominent peaks snd landmarks. During the night it snowed , the wind
blo ving from the K.E. fin&ing thru low hills with ﬂﬁm a fair growth of smoll
spruce a flat wess reached. A blizzard from the ¥.F. compélled us to seek
shelter behind a grove of smll spruce on the western edge of th flat, wherc
we,pitched camp for the night.It snowed during the night and the wind was
getting stronger. Nothing was visible for more thon halfl a mile, but having
vorked out & compass gourse, Hafalaan and mysell’ started to break trail and
mark the same.About two miles from camp we raehed o hish bench of o creuk,
baeing too steep to descend , the crest of the berch wasg Iollcwed. until a
ravine brought us down to the ¢reek bed, vhere a grove of fair sized spruce
marked the course of the creek{This creck ilo'“ iﬂto the Hogatza , locally
culled Hog River, I named this creek Taylor Creek. Jon. Ic th. broke camp
and moved to Taylor Creck. In the afterncon a light break in the weather
ogguxEdo ke asmandeg T '
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occured and I ascended & hill Lo get. my bearings. This Rill 1 designated an
Eeridian Hill, being at or near tm» I54 Ty mﬁrlmaam, also o landmark, as
no more hills are passed , till the Kobuk is resched. It snowec during the
the night, we were running short of dogfeed, YL sent ¥apoleon to his fish
cache on the Alatna Hiver about I8 miles to get more Lish.Having a true
course to the Kabuk, I worked slong it, bresking and blazing trail, to the
Hogatze River, crassing soms o th@ western Lench of the valley, here the
anow was 30 imah&& deepy The river banks aro {ripged with o fine growth of
spruce, bome of which measure 30 inches inm diz. and I00 feet long. Fext day
I tovk o relay load to Hogtza, Napoleon returning laote in ths cvening,he
having hard géing, due the new snow which driftec the river treil. Hoved
camp to Moge Hiver Jan. 16 the snowing &li day. For tie next two dsys we
were breaking trail,we foung faint traces of old blazes, but the onow had
driven so havd, that the vark of the trees were covered with snow. The line
of blaz&d troes coyresponded to the ¢ompass course and tha szpe was follow-

ed for 3 hours,returning to camp at dusk, Yuring the ofternoon the sun appea

red, the Lirst time in I0 days. Jan. I80th, moved camp to smsll stream west
of Hog~ River, named same Spangler Oreek, Fitched camp ane consumed the
afterncon breaking trail. Jon. 19 th. resumed breaking trail, the waather
was hazy, © low foy wae hanging over and the horlzon had low visibility.
Crossed & number of gmall lokes and a oreck, nomed sanme t&rllng Creck. A
gquarter mile west & larger stresm was intercepted, its hunks having a good
stand of fair slzed spruce and o scattering of herh¢ ‘this is the largest
tributary to the Hog- River, named it Bdmundes Biver, Teking a compass bears
ing to a low depreession on a- ﬂarhh» outh ridge , we nrﬁo@@&ea marking the
trail ond an‘ra&ehihg the top of the ridge we were prasita the sonth shorxe

of o big lakes Swinging to the righl, we reached ihe shors of the lake. After
selecting a camping. place and having some hot tes, 1 marked atree naming the
lake as Laxa Gotwals,retracing our steps, we returned io camp. Next day camp

was moved, arriving at Lake Gptw&lﬂ 12,30 Pe¥. pitched camp, hiad lunch and

broke trail acrossthe’ lake, marking same with brush. ¥ound water beneath the

snow, about half way atross, pgetiing fe¢el and snowshoes wet. The enow was
very soft, reauhing the west shore .a tres was marked, returning to camp

after dark.ihe weather was aléaxin& during the night and the thermometer was
f&lling.xhe distance from Hog- River Lo lLake Gotwals is/8 miles. Jen. 2irat,

crossed Lake hQﬁW&lﬁg distance 2 mxl&ﬁ,t&ed up ~the doms and went on Lo bres
trail, crosscd Lake Horva § -wile wids, thence Saverin ?raek, which drains.
Lake Gotwals, returned 3 P ¥y mnd pitched camp. The thermometer registered
50 below and we had fire going-all night, ‘thig being the third instance of
doing thats dext marming camp . wak broks at 8,00 A.M. and as the trail was
hard, we made good timeé, Hal camp mnade: and hot lunch by sunrise. Left camp
at noon to bresk trail. IF mile below canp, Severin Creek was reached, this
creek. i noted for its continual overflowing dmring the winter months and

weler flamin? fruely;,cvén at the: Low: tﬁnparatur@.iurnznb back s CATID WaAB
M reached 6.00 Fa#, after dark. It was evident now,  that at the ratc we were
o otravelling, it was impossible to resch Shungnak, which is aboul 80 miles
3 from ouxr camp. 8nly twe days dogfesd was on hand and our own Ffood supply
.. was getting low, 1 decided to- ﬁmublt bDaek to Ala Lﬁa»té repleniash our supplis
. the weather wos getiing colder dud. the trail was hard, The return trip
o ogag started. Crossing Lake Gotwals, ¥ur ¥arden ¥, fufivesne, fron Nome with
© 3 dogteams, ons white companien end. two Kobuk Hatives as gaidea to bresk

two guides informed me laber that they were in bad shape when they reached
Ghungnak, Later in the day we met Usenr Eiatuna, a Kobuk trapper and we
campéd at his tent for the night. Leaving the tent next morning, we travell
ed down ihe n@%%n&vﬁivér, the cold wos Bevere, the nostrils and mouths of

the doga were getting iced. e made for Footo Hope's Cobin, stopped for
lunch about 1.00 :.&.Hat buing anla ta make Blae%*ﬂﬂb on 4he same -drive,

Y] o St e e

. is &r@hded by the Fatives, At several places we had to ﬁortage and cut: urry:
o PRY thry the brush. ®ithin o mile of the Kobuk the creek was wide open, the -

:

8

. trail were met. They hHaé the bensfit of & bpoken trall for 70 milesd but the
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. we stayed over might. Jan. 295 the on early start was made, the Thermomstor

- reglstering 63 belww. bnly & cloud or vapor ¢oula be discerned, where ithe

dogtegms travelled, Hspoleon having the lead, reaching Bleckiack Iirst, Xmh

‘Kobuk chiel Rulyuok had kot lungh prepared on my arrivel and was much

 appreclated, we roached MAmsan V.30 FJH. sfter replenishing our 5u6n1iea

1 engepeG Opear Kictune, o bhoul dogfeed, to be cachsd s}ong the route of
our travel,tc be used on the return trip. This proved to m&v&ntage, as
there wae very little dogfeed procuresdbles on the Hobuk River., Leaving Marsan
Jan. 28 th, the Kobuk River was reached Feb. Ivst, encountered several
overflows, made camp on the yight bank; sbout two miles above Beed River,
Therm, reading 52 below. Hext day Reed River and Beaver Creek were passed,
at the mouth of Reed River overflow was ccnae@lu& bereath the snow, gotl

feat and sledrunners wet. The fages of the dogs and the front of our parka
hooda were & fmﬁatj mzze, 80 1 decided fo make cemp at 3,00 P.ie Turing the
niznt Napoleun mnd Oscor had to gel up to make a fire in order te keep warm,
the Therm, belng down to €9 woin thé gonrss of next mornlng& pravel, both
natives had t@ﬂir cheeks snd . chin Iz oahbltt@n. %e pulled in at C.R.Patterso

a voite: Trapp r an& Prospector, ;below the mouth of S#lby Creek, where ve_had
lunch, Hers I lesrned, that dlstemper was raging among the dc*a along the
Kobuk Rivey anﬁ that many hed died from the dissse. Ye moved ﬁn dowvn 1o the
month of Pah River, whers 3 Kﬁbﬁk Igloo's are mouatﬁd.stnye& over night ot
Dick Gray's Iglon, praaeﬂdlm next mornining ower a well broken trail on

the ri‘ver, m:;;rim,rg FERA huﬁbﬂmk fﬁbt Ahhe 5.00 Pl 143 miles from Earaan.

1 put up ab Frenk 8. Fergusonts, who nwnduwta 5 store in sonnection with

his mining anterprise and susmill. The days ﬁ@xlﬁWi e westher did not
geem . o m@uer&ﬁﬁ# the Themmmmetmr was" hav&r ing DQtuL@E B1 and 70 for B days
Ivieited the Matiwve Village 7 miles bolow mhuﬁ"ﬂ&k, whers the Bureau of
kduvcation maintains a sahaol, presided over by ¥r. Wm. Sright and his wife
vhe also look afier the reindeex heyds in b@ﬂalf of the Govermnment. Also
vismt&d Dahl Creck, which years ngo was the -centeér of placer mining activi
ties, ine mail from Kotzebue: mrx&vm& on schedulr time, From the mailcarrier
an Esguimaux lagd, 1 xeu?iva& information , regavrding the winter mall trail,
The data gathered regarding traile, mining snd future u@valcgmant, of this
n@uﬁl@ﬂ, will. ®e vonaﬁu@r@d, in the suces nulmg vapes. Owlng to the epidemic
amongst the dogs, the scarcity of doglfeed and the extreme ¢old weather,which
were factors not in my favor, I decided not to continug ithe trip dpwn the
Kobui River ang notified ¥,C.Tdmunds, District Sup*t. at Fairbanks by wire-
legg fyom Hooxwvik, to- ﬁqmb &fﬂaaﬁ.‘whu cold spell was broken by a blisfard
from ithe B.¥, lasting 5 deys. On Pebi I6 th. started on return trxp. A
strong wind blew 6ouw the Eobuk Rivers In many places the river was vold

of snow, only clear ice,and ”r&quently the dogs bad to go along the gravel
bars to hold their faatxng, cgncountered a. ba& avarﬁlew balan Pan Hiver,
‘reaching the Igloots. Bad m.a. Febs 17 the the wind wa very cold and strong
we travelled as far s ¥Fatterson's Cabin, cmllied &nulwuguktuk by Lhe natives
and stopped there oveér nighi. ¥rom here on, all the wey back to ¥arsan, ﬁﬁu_
trail was drifted in and the snowshoes and geepole Lad Lo be resorted 0.

arriving &t ¥ervean Feb. 24 th 5.00F.8. where the firht unit of the Geolog

icwl Buxvey parity. for the &rcaie uaa4mat‘

Txail
The preaenﬁ wznu@r'trrzl *rum ﬁars&n on the Koyukuk alonz the Alatna River
is mainly used by the Robuk ¥atives, who are settled alonv the river, sbout
II miles trom the mouth. Thé trall crossses a niggerhead ilat for b miles,
where it reaches the Alatva. Elsckjack is the name of fhe native settlement
and from there on, the river is ussd, exept where poriages can be erossed,
- which shorten the distence. Several of thesw part&mms are hard to get on
and off frow the Tiver ané a rope had to be nsbd to go over these places.

The valley iz about two miles wide at. Blackgaam. the foothills of the
Endicott Range reach within about = mile of the river on the horth side.
These foothills as well as the low hills to the south of the river, ars
thickly timbered with birch and sprucé. Am old trail, used formerly, by

the Entivea, %o oross over into the Eobuk. led up Overflow ureok. about 28
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miles from Yarsan, but hes not been used £or years, owing to the constant
overflowing of the oreek during the winter.Forty miles from the mouth of the
river,below the fired coanyon, whers the foebhill ¢onverge towards the valley
a trappers trail leads over low wooded ridges for 6 miles in & westerly dir
ection. %he reliel betweesn lbe &l&mma snd ¥obuk Hiver, is unbroken topography
of a plateau mxgﬁnﬁx&uxx merging out from the foothills of the Fnaivont ‘Range
This pL&tm&u is incinmed by 30?&3&1 streans, of which the Hogatza and Fdmunds
Rivers are the largesi,these streams drain the southern slope of thc Endicott
Tanges The plat@aa extends Lo about 4 miles west of L&a& gotwals and south to
an eapleweat 1ihe aoross Moridian Hill., To the south of this line lies the

Hopgataa Bw91n,'wi th numerous swempsd and ensgll lakes, %hiﬂh ar¢ drained by the
Hogatze River.a foydst fire ﬁwﬂnﬁ peross the plstean some yeavs age, bubt slong
the streems the timber haws not suffered much damage, Lake Cotwals is ot en
elavation of 00 feed and drsing into the Kb%uk thru Severin- Creek. From the
hezd of Sheclihg Ordéek around the north side of lLake Gotwals to the Fobuk
river tie ﬁouthrrﬁ ﬁlﬁﬁ&ﬁ of the fcathillﬁ pyrs coversd with green timber.
Horth of the Kobuk Biver from where Severin Creck flows into same, timbersd
terrace benchés extend down to Resd River,. an unbrokesn topography, with
strernns fLO?lﬂg inte the Kobuk from the narth. grlends wea tward. The topogra
chy on the norih of the Eobuk iz suitable for iw summer and winter trail,
the ground helng dry,free fromm laken and swomnps snd muffivaant tinber ta
merk the trail,thne elimineting the dipadvaptages, such s pvarflows and
driftes trails, ithail are met with op the river travel. From Bhungnek to Kizna
and Kotzebue uh& meil 15 carried uwy » mvex'rouh@. with several portuges, vhere
bends of tn& PAvEr ospury A& new mraal staked o few yn,ra aze, from fubler
fiver to IlLbW Camip, below Shungnak, but WaS never used, by, ithar the malle

carriey or the patives. I am informed by-whites snd nat%ve r@ indeer hnerders
thmt the streteh between Hunt and E&bnen River is very bad, owing to overflows
and stormy weather,. altnau@h the mail from Hotuebug to Ghungnak has eluoys
been on timeq The mall carrier x@portw&that the shelier cabins on the Sidimon
ond Hunt,Hivars were in Dad condition. Below Shungnek the valley widens and
along iis southern edge pressents & gentle slopeing profils, with gmall spruce
and blrch. The aull red 1ine marked on map of Bullstin 536, is the route of
travel followad on this trip, Trom ¥arsan 4o Bhungnak. The hxaL&n red line
marksd * Projecied Traild from Marsan to Kimna , indiscates the most {sasable
location fox a trail, thet could be used, both sunmer and winler. This route
three p@&ﬁtevia i3 fanr; It is For the most part thew {imbersd country,it
elininates the conitinual drifting of snow, whidch is the capse on the vivers and
lakes and avolds the over probability of overflows and gxposure to the cold
winds, in faoi it is alwhys warymer.s way: from: the rivers. dhere is ample
timber for thae bmi@uim& of shelter csbing . along ihis route mnd in zase o
trail is vul acrosse, @ onew srieris ol tw&nspﬁxtatiunaaitl [t ozcneu intd an
unexplored eountry, aﬁ ‘walch a&?&ntdﬁ& wil‘ be t&}anvwhitcﬁ &g natives,

minina T IR : » : , -
»nuwu»»ﬁu B N
No mining &ﬁ ro nmaﬁin@ is. carried on &t yraw@nt on the &Latnu R;ver In the
Kobuk re@imﬂ mining is of & desultry nature for the last 3 yesars. Hear Shung
nak the Shungnak River, Cosmnog, a@SlLJ and Dahl Creek sund tributaries to
Kogoluktuk River,namely, Celifornia and ILynx Créek comprise the area of pres
ent day operstion. ﬂm&mmxm&mxn&m&& Pata gonceérning mining condltion were furn
ished by minews gperating in this seciion and who heve lived heére for a number
of years., Work le confined to the upper poriion of ‘the creekg, where muifiniwm
miningng iz donpe by wlua We On Californias Cresk #.RaFerguson has- congtructed
a two nmile @itch.uith a 30&9 feet pipe line, to hyéreullek'kis ground. One
man is working on Lyﬁx Qremk and % men are taking out’ godd on Dahl Creek. On
Shungnak Biver zoot pay was. taken. ont years &gt on shallow ground. From the
Kokoluktuk - weat,aawows the ﬁhum.~av, aléng the buse of the hills, extensd
benchlike déporits of auriferous g gravels,The arvs isideal for dredging oper
ation and warranis. fur ther prOapaﬁting,by meany 6 drilling, A hydraulick ndx
ing plant was ﬁhippod 10 llmry Lreek, on &quzrrel Rlver, where winter aigginu
wat being carried on and o 3 fHile a;tch is Peing built on Central Creek.:
A new bed oi coal, neay Trinity Creeck, has been discovered this winter, the
‘ “EeS eminlidae dha panl anenres nlonr the Kobuk 18 mLIeJ fram
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niana, Tranaportation scems to. bc ihe Ll&ut(ﬂt problem snd in measure a handi
cape. Freight lended at Shungnek in IGIH cost § 5£.00 per ton, this price hag
been raised considerable, altho:freight from 7 otmebue to Shungnal is § 20,00/
per ton and the same price {or papsenger rate on the river boat, Lumber is
sold at ¥ B0.00 per. M. at Fergusdn's sawmmill O miles below Shungnok, There
are only o few yraar“ctaxw and miners in the Kobuk region at present, thce lowme -
anc Toyukuk digglogs baving drawn most of the earlier stampeders avay.lhe
minsral belt, within this syovince, extends {rom Snuirrel Piver across the
Foyukuk to the Chandelsr, for 300 miles, thru the fodicott Range. Mining and
prospecting nas been conlined to placer, but the formotion is such, that ouldf
Etdnﬁ investigation with regard (o quarts mining. ’

1 nay meéntion at. this time, that the raising of Reindeer in t1c Kobul, Valley
by tiie natives under the guidance of the Bureau of Fducation, is of coxﬁiacr
able item. There are two herds onthe Kobuk and one on the Selawik. ihe mein’
tainance of these herds, have solved the problem of the food and cloth supply
of tie natives and may in the future prove a valuable avsel to the whole of
Alaska, '

/ .

s

-

Alatna to Holan

{ Left Marsan, reb., #8 the 10 A.J. over the winter trall for Mol -n and arrived

1‘ at denshaw Cabin & P.¥, 4} miles. 1he troail was QIifﬁ@d in many ploces, due
to the recent snowfall. Troceeded next day, crosscd Test fork of Henshaw,
stopped ot Murphy Cahin for lunch, arriving at Lhinoho Cabin 4 F.i. At this
place I met two Koyulkuk éatives, ¥no were hauling dogfeed for the Geologigal
survey Iarty. two of the dogs, unot" and " Duke" showed symptoms of sickness
Next day I arrived at Bettles 375 m;les. I had o neellng with the miners and
regident®*s of Bettles, 1o talk,over trail matters. 1 doctored the dogse, but
they did not sbow zny improvement. I secured another dog, leaving "Bpot" be
hind, teking " Duke " along who was getting worse on the Wy Lo Nolan. Proceed
ed ¥arch 4th. for Yolan, arriving at the King Bros. Black Fox Farm 3,30 P.M.
16 miles from Bettlem.,Next day &rrlved at Barp Cabin, %4 miles, camped for
the night. From here, very little snow was on the trail, the go;ng was good,
passed Windy Arm Cabing neay the bank of ithe Middle Fork, Two and éne half
miles below Coldfoot, where Fhrcupine Creek flows into the Koyukuk, a heavy
overflow, I8 inches deep, was encountured. Cuttins o way around, thru the

w00d, I crossed the river lower down, arriving at Coldfoot, 52 miles, at

1.30 P,M, MHad dinner at Mianano, o Jap, and. Lhen proceeled to Wisesun,over
the winter sleigh road, arriving 4.30 F.M. at Uiseman, which is 63 miles from
bettles, I went to Holan, it being the center of mining activities in the dis
tridt, 6 miles from Wiseman, A meetling was held with the mlnerg and operators
to talk over read and tyail matters, Returning the next day to Wiseman,uwhero
another meeting was held, at which several niners from Hammond Creek were |

present and who came dawn for the pur§03& of discussing the condition of rOudﬂ\
and trails,

14

. \
Trail

W - ) -
]

The section of winter traill, between Var zan and Bettles, was cul out a few
years ogo by #Harry Owen. It followe pver o series of low hills , lying to the
vwest of the FOJukuk Niver and the foothills of the Endicott Ronge. The tope
: graphy is unvroken and pr@mentﬂ a gentle relief, The trail is for the most
{f part on dry ground, exepting the {irst 4 miles,from Harsen, where the river
is used and 2 small lakesare crossed. The route is a most direct one and the
ground well suited, the trail was cut, when 4 fect of cnow was on tlie ground
and in many places, stumps and brush has to be cleared off. An expentiturc of
about ¥ 300.00 would put the trail in shape. There are 3 shelter cabins, onc
of the older type and 2 nevw ones, which are noted in {he list of shelter cabin
1 would recommend, that about 2 miles of trail be cut from opposite Allukeoket
elong the east bank of the Alatna River intercepting the pruoenu troil, thus
avoiding the river, especlally before the freeze up in the fall and the break
up in the spring. vIOSulna the Koyukuk at Bettles, the new section of trail
to the Xing Yox Farm, 16 miles {rom Bettles, was cut out undcr the supervision
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of Ross Kenney, Alapka Road Commission and is the West picce of trall between
rort Gibbon and Wiseman. #rom Hings ferm the trail follow  the Koyukuk River
on ithe west bank, elong the bilg vend. Crosses over to the east bank opposite
the mouth of the ﬁarth.ﬁﬁﬁ,memnd&gin@ alony the bank foxr & mile, the river is
{followed gualn, till the Ecrﬁm,@g@ Bhelter Cabin is reached on the west bank,
inis could be shortened by I to 2 mileg, by toaking the old freight trail, cros
sing North ¥ork snd intercepting the pregent trall, about o mile above the
Hortniork Cabin, eliminsiing the many bends nnd the two crossings of the
Koyukuk. #roa the Forth A Cabin the trail lesas over a plateau,to the Bazrn
Cabin., A {ire, that swept over this areu, has cestroyed most of the timber,
Yroa the Barn Cabin past Bronson Creelr, ayound s graded hill, the valley floor
of the Middle rork of the Koyukuk is remched, near the Windy Arzm Shelter Cabin
ihe country hzs a sharp reliefl and the Valley is more constri cted. The trail
crosses 12 mile Creek and below the mouth of Forcupline Creck, the Xoyukuk is
crossed,  miles below Coldfoot, to the east bank. From Coldicot te %isemaon a
sleigh road 11 miles long, parellels the river on the easl; thru svampy, ikiz
timbered ground, feor 6 miles,thence over gravel hills to VWiseman on the west
bank of the Middle ¥ork. ihis yoad, I an informed, is not used during the
swmer, owing to the swampy natuye of it. The old freight road skirted along
the foot of the mountalins from Harion Creek and kept on dryer ground, On Slate
Creek, near Coldfoot, and Maorion Ceek, cable ferries have been installed. The
éoble ferry acbout o mile above ¥iseman, will neccessitate the extension ofthe
trail on the east side of the river, The ferry across Middle Fork, at the
mouth of Hammond Creck, being installed at the time of my visit., The winter
trail to Hommond Creelt crosses o number of small lzkes north of YWiseman, the
the greater portion to the north being on high ground, Thewinter road to Holan
winds around low hills and knobs, nesr the mouthh of Visenan Creek, towards the
sisemen Creek bbésin, into which, Nolsn Creek is drained. Thévfs not used in
the summer, a8 it is impassable, so & am informed, the freight rates from
wigseman to Nolan are 6 cents per pound for 6 miles. A road could be built on
a negogiable grade and kept up on high ground., The first two miles of it could
be used for the ilammond Creek road as well, conn ¢cting at Union Gulch. At the
meetings above relerred to,,the miners and operdtors from XNolan, VWiseman and

; Haumond Creek, expressed their desire that the rosd from Wiseman to Nolan fixm

i Creek and Hammond Creek be lmproved and that a sumser footpath be cut out

: irom Bettles to Coldfoot, along the higher benches on the east side of the
#iddle Forxrk. This would hedp the prospectoers on the South Fork, (Gold Bench

‘ and Tramway Bar. Also peoples, whw may have to travel on foot, at times when

L the water lsg low and the boats are pot able to go up thée river, or when travel

: on the winter trall is impossible during fall freezeup or the brealmpin the .
spring. Other improvements were the extension of & foot trail ivom Hammond
creek to GSheep, Gold and Linde Creck and over to Bettles River, A shelter Sl
cabin on wild Rivér, near Michigan Creek was asked for by the miners st Rmkiik 7
Bettles, as it would help the prosgectors of that section. ' e

- Mining.

‘ | T - e .' b7 L P
Thers sepas to be more Prozpeciing amu'amv@icgmwntvworﬁ ln’gng bppar‘ﬁgyukug
whis winter, than has been for snma;tim& ygst. On mq%an Crew%, ip& cenpei'%
vresent mining activities, 16 men are working on th&;r gxounﬁ, iqreg qut its
taking oul winter dusips from shafts, others are working ot the benches. .
there is considerable working ground, but the water for u}ucing‘is agd has
been o great drawback. 2 men are sinking on Slate Craek, 2 men 1 women on
inma Creek, & men I women on Focupine ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂg*&»ﬁﬂn,OH‘?ér@ilﬁ.cr@@ké ot?un
on Tramway Bar,and South York, 2'mgn-oq:Callfurnia.crﬁekt i;mgg qn‘wet &8
River, 10 mon on Hemmond Creek and I on unign;éu;ch. 4 men are mining on
wild and 5 on John River, The total nusber of men actually engaged in mining
and prospecting in the Upper Xoyukuk region is 58, cocering an arca of ioout
4500 Souare Kiles, of which the greater part 18 natvproapeeﬁea. %h& question
of traﬁspcrtutien and cost of aupplies is tne foremost and irom% ata gather
ed clong the various points, freisht from Nenana to Bettles is §90.00 per
ton. the supslies are hauled by boats, which are pwned by the operating
stores, vwho handle mostly thedr own goods.




Joseph 'mer Goll,

Yage %eaving Wiseman Maych I0 the T arrived at Bettles on the evening of

of the II Li.ibe trail being in good condition. ¥arch I3 th, left Bettles,
weather unsettlcd hwd to use snowshoes and geepole, trail being illed in
with frech snow, arrived Mersan, in the evuhimw Haren l4th, Left Harsocn the
16 the. weather atonmy. had to break trall as far as Hughes Cabin, Traill near
Fort Glbbon. on sumnii very little snow. From Fort Gibbon to Hot Spring the
snow had melted awsy in many placks. Arriving at Fenana Harch 2¢ th. I0.30 a¥
ook freight to Falrbanks. Covered 1350 miles, of which over 700 miles were
travelled on spnowshoes ‘ ‘

Summary and Cmncluaions.
Considering the milage GOVLT&Q wn& the arsas trnver&ad, the vers ondl obser
votions and the data gathired from Gther sources, made it puhdiblc to formu
late the forgoing rewort. I used my best effort, to convey in concise manner
the result of ny investigations, altho many details, which are incidentsl on
a trip of this kind, wexe omitted. I may he permitted, to make certain recom
mendations and suggestions, in connection with my finding of existing con
ditions of the tralls snd roads, which will be ennumerated in the order of
travel, _ o o o , ‘
Turing last winter the mail trail {from Tunbar to Campbells was not used, in
stead the mall was taken from Henana by way of Hinto Btation to bmmpbells. a
distance of over 30 miles.¥he trail followed the telabra@h linein zlc-zac
lorm. This can be shorten by nearly 10 miles, by bavéng a trail about 9 wmiles
ast of Gampbolls branch oti direct to Nenana.At Dugan Creek, a bridﬁe is
nccacu to cross the same, the distance is 100 reet from bank to bank un the
crest. At liot Springs the bridge across the slough is in need of repairs.
The pear Creek route from Fort Gibbon, the building of a shelter cabin near
the HMelozl suginit, the straightening and improving the {ralil along the
different gection, were covered in the previous poges of thils report.l would
however suggost, that thie present type of chelier babins be dicontinued end
the low pxtuh roof type inaugerated. by making the dimensions 12 x 14 pitch
roof, the rear 7 feet to be used for bunk space, the stove placed in the midd
le, so the heat be equaily distributed and wet clothing hung on a rack over
un& around the stove, One pane I2xI2 inch vinaov on oprosite, siae and stoves
th cast iron tops 1But@lLado

1ae MOﬁﬂj_Bg%ﬂt in former years by the ferritory, for the 1myrovemgnto of
trails, roeds and shelter Lah;ns. notth of the Yukon, has been in many cases
misapplied ox xusﬁed. either, by having parties incompetent directing the work
or others who direct.d the work for selfish purposes, aos was the case of the
new trall sturtinu from Fort Gibbon. The Alatna - Bettles section fell short
to flnlwh sme, ns mentioned beforg. Latlm&tinr the cost of cutting a trail’
{rox araan on - the Royukuk to Shungnak on the Iobuk, over the projecte& route“
as marked on the mapy ineluding shelter cabins and StovesS—wmmmmmmaeaed 8500,00
fagon road, Wi&nm n-Holon- Hammana Cregk memmmmemm e e e nn o mmme == 5000,00
root trail, sumper route, Bettles~ ColdfotGimewmmmmmmmunnmcrcancmana= £ 1500,00
Alatna- Bettles section, fmproving 5868 ~mewmceneccccmccncvomcmeneeeee- § 500,00

Helozi summit lmprovement - e e ot o o e 0 e e r e e G GO0 ¢ 00
%amﬂend Creek- Bettles River fo0t troll mevcecmmcccoccocmcemnceneens & 500,00

Z I500.00

Boar Cretk trail o i e 0l o e o

v , o v Total estimate TEIT800.00
These figurcs are based on current uagca for labor in the respective szctions
and the cost of previous work dene of that nature. In comclusion, I wish to
thank the officials of the Alaska Road Commission for their co-op@rntlon in
this work &End all those,vwho extended me courteous trehumcnb on my trip and
were ever réady to furnluh infoxmmtion, re#arulﬂ» existing condltlon in the
aectionﬁ. wixich were ¢overed by thls reconna isence BUTVEY o '

. Begpeetfully submitted

o Joseph Ulmer -
ClVll and Mining ¥Yngineer

Dated Fairbanks, Alaska, %pril Io th. 1924
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N Inventory A?E: ;..N.O: §;7_;?4

Basket Sled
Dogs :
Dogharnesses
Dogchains
Chokecollars ‘
Snubbing Line 50 Ft.
Boys Axe
Coil Tugwebbing
Harness Snaps
" Rings
" Mendingtool
Sleéping Bag
SquirrillParka
Reindeer Hide
Bottle Footcure for Dogs
Thermos Bottle ) -
Compass : ' 3
Cyclometer

N

0 H S H0 O

L)

et o b bt b o P g

Stored at Sam Dubin's Store at Alatna, Koyukuk
I 7x7 Tent
I Dogfeed Bucket

I Tent Stove used on trip, left at Govrt. Cabin » Wild River

I Bicyclewheel 1left with N.C.Co. Tanana
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Timechecks issued

Northern Comm. Co. Supplies, Tanana 1160460
Tom G. Butler, Tanana, purcnase of Dog &40 00
Jos. Aniecich, Tanana, Dogfeedk lHotel -57.50
Louis Rose, Tanana, ieals a (;17 00
Sam Joseph Guide wlth Dogteam part payment '105.00
2 00
Sam Dubin. Alatna, Suppllea & Dogfeed 1.
Napoleon, Kobuk Native, Dogfeed 39.75
Je.S.Huntington, Allakaket, Groceries 31.25
Sam Dubin, Alatna , Supplies & Dogfeed I154.50
Ogcdr Nictune,Kobuk Native, hauling dogfeed,I00.00

F.R.Ferguson, Shungnak,Supplies& Accomodat. 22I.00
Napoleon, KobukNative, Guide with dogteam. 292.50
oam Dubin, Bettles, Supplies& Dogfeed / 56.50

L Alatna' " fn 57 00
Northern Conm. Co. for cash advanced 30.00

t
\
|
l
!




’ e Jogeph Ulmer Coll,

O dGRLVETENE LOMIMAGLUL0N,y FORITENSS UL IO
Qo ord on Chelbor Cobine,08Bbon o vinannn

Six Hile Cobin destroyed by fire IZLS

mile , new tabin baiib in 1889, XExlixe with Sxd opindng,Llst ool
nO doaa.ulzdau oy bunks. Tﬁﬁ'ﬂthar eobin i used by John Adomo, moil
gayrricr fu“ in oun use ond kReeps it loakaﬁ.
Tdzitno xvur A5 IERG clbin, no daar.
45 mile, new cobin bull L1924, 18x18x6,030t rool, no door, former onbin
used by John ﬁ@hﬁﬁ YR hupu ookeds. ;
delozitne, now ¢gabin hwilﬁ 1984, LuéxnlixG, Ilat roof, nodoor,forner cabin
used by Johnt Adwsk end kept locked.
Auanb Uabin built I?uﬁ, iaxl'xu. £lat rool, no door, necds new siove.
Bireh Hill Cabin, I8xIixd, flat roof and deor,ixd. Cobin in good sondilion
Allexd Cobin, IkxIzxnG, Piat roof, no &mar, i in bod LUP“M*GH yhnrd to
set to from both ends of tho trail. ‘
Acams Gabin, bullt IBL3, flat vool, no door.
old Han Cubin, bullt IVESD, £ld4t roof, no doore -
Henshaw Gabin, hﬁhlﬁ Yerd, I0xI0xG, flat roef, no doox
Rurpny Cabin,bullt by “mr*itcry, gable piteln roof, 3mb door,amt. window,
necds na shove. ‘ ,
Chinoko € Din. buils IWf$, 10&&0&6, £lat yoof, no dooy, is in Hud locat
ion, on creer bed, subject to spring Licods,
Lorth/ dmm Cablin, 10xIoxG, (ist roof, buili by Allord, fomper mailesyrier
the cabin is in bad &Qnultiﬂﬂ. ’
Bern Cabln, . i&xi&; oble piteh roof,dxbH uaa cng wineow, npeeds now stove,
thic is the best ahim glong the route.
¥indy fdxm Cabin, 10&19%& shot roof, oo door,B0ilt by Alloard. this cabin
ig in bad condéivion and $huu1d be reploceds
Fild and iohs Rivor Cabling, bulll by the Territory are in good condition,
a8 I was informed by Hiners and Wrmmpmutaxm. John Biver Cabin ncar Timber
Creck necds. @ne; stove. These two cabing are abla piteh roof.
The ner eabing buill on the Melozi ond 45, aﬁsﬁ TR, 00 vach. the Henshow
and Chinoko Cabina cost §00.00 each.

I would recommend,thot the shoelter cobins be bullt of the geble plich

roof typt. It “aqui@xeﬂ vary littl@ more timber and prolongs the lile of
the cabiun. the openings should be 30 inches wide by § fect high. tn the
Tlat yoof cabines, the mn@w mnp‘r‘iﬁ Grain inte yhr cabin inﬁbea& outside.
the stoves now used are ordinery cump stoves, tho tops are ensely worped
ang burnt out. Steyes with aeﬁ@ drtn L Lops would be boebter and last lonser Te

this is part of ihe report of the r&amﬁn&iaaﬁ&v survey pf existing winter
roods and tyailg, north of the Yubkon River, by Jozeph Ulmer,
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Cash Expense Account_on Koyukuk6_ Kobuk Reconnaisance
- By Joseph Ulmer

owler & Morris, Nenana = Travelling Apparel . $.8476,14]

= t-] Fow $I°050
.. ! A,D.Thompson, U Medical Supplies fo0AgEn $ 4.50
&£ . W.A.Coghill, " Mending Tools $ 2.75
£ ;ﬂ W.J.Taylos, # Speedometer $ 1.50
oo W.S.Thompson, " Dog Moccassins& Tugs $16.50
-~ i LiL.Lasky, Minto Roadhouse, Meals & Dogfeed $16.25
5. 9! John Campbell, Campbell Roadhousge, " # " “$28.750
7 H:Martin, Tolovana LU UL . $ 7.25
o) P.F.Mauer, - Dugan Creek " UL, 8 6.50
I Dan Green, Hot Springs " wonn $ 7.00
E.AHarris, Woodchopper " n o " $ 8.25

Chas. Anderson,Fishlake " wou " 3 g.OO
R.MéMullen, Long Lake n LU " $ 8.50

Tanana Comm. Co. Tanana HelmetCap & Adhesive Tape $ 2.25

8d4m Joseph, Guide with Dogteam by cash $35.00

James Huntington, Allakaket, for Merchandise $ 9.00
Napoleon, Kobuk Native, Guide with Dogteam by cash 215.00

Billy Strong, Kobuk Native for Squirril Parka $35000

Big Charlie, Kobuk Native, for one Malamute Dog $35.00

Roy King, Kings Roadhouse, Meals & Lodging 8 4,00

Sam Dubin, Wiseman Store, Dogfeed $14.65
Geo.Bojanich, Wiseman, Meals & Lodging $14.50
Minano, Coldfoot = Meal $ 1550

Sam Dubin, Beltles Store, Dogfeed & Provisions $10.00
Jim Stephenson, Bettles Roadhouse, Meals $27. 75

Jos. Anicich, Tanana Dog & lodging $ 2.50

Louis Rose, " Meals $ 2.00
R.McMullen, Long Lake Roadhouse . Meals $ I.50

Chas. Anderson, Fish Lake Roadhouse Meals & Dogfeed $ 5.79
E.A.Harris, Woodchopper Roadhouse - Meal $ 1.50

Dan Green , Hotsprings " Meals & Dogfeed "% 6.00
P.F.Mauer, Dugan Creek " - Meal $ 1.50
H.Martin, Tolovana " Meals & Dogfeed $ 6.00

J. Campbell, Campbells " . Meal & Dogfeed $ 3.75
L:L.Lasky, Minto " Meals & Lodging g 4.00

Selawik Sam, Alatna Native Dogfeed

Total Cash Amount expended

i Cash received from M.C.Edmunds,Supt. Fairbanks $300.00

Cash drawn by wa& Timecheck at Bettles 35400
Cash drawn by Timechéck at Hot Springs 30.00
Total $365.00 o

Cash on hand @ 23.85
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