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Alas}&a Exploration & Mining Company

Pullman, ¥Washington
Cecember 14, 1833

r, H. ¥, Nagley
Tallkeetna, ilaska

Pear Ir, Nazley:

Then we lsft Alaska I promized to lz2t you know the
results of some of our confsrences and efforts that we were
making to procurs road appropriatisns for the district in and
around Talkeetna. You are familiar with most of the efforis
that we made in this line, until you left us at Valdez. Till
say that you or I, one or both, of us forgot to bring your
coplss of the petition that we had prepared on that trip; how-
ever, I had one copy that had many signatures on it and made
use of it. Fe were both fortunate and unfortunate at Juneau.
Wagner and I failed to meke contact with Ike Taylor there, but
we were lucky 1n thatl Governor Troy boarded our boat on his
way to the states,

Through Mr. Furray's efforls we were able to get a
conference with the Governor while on the boat, In that con-
ference we stressed the need of roads to our properties which
included Peters Cresk, Alaska Exploration, and Cash Creek, and
we had a very favorable reaction from the Governor; in fact,
he made special efforts to have arrangements made whereby we
coulc meet and talk with Ike Taylor on his arrival in Seattle
on the boat following ours. That conference with Taylor was
duly carried out a week later, and the results are that we
have a romlﬂs for road development throuzh this whole district.
Jat“”ally ese promises for rcads are conti ingent to some ex-—
tent on th: spp ropriations that are coming up. The Governor
lnlorwea us that road building in Alaska had been placad upon
a sglx-year usveTooment plan and that they were in hopss that
they would be able to speed that development up some., The
road referred to has besn placed in the budget of the road
commission to receive $150,000 for this development progran.

In the conference with the Gov“rnor, the problem of
imnecdiate work in the Talkeetna diztrict was taken up. Iir,
Murray snd the rest of us had outlined a little wori that we
sugzested mizht be done this winter on the ¥,2.A. prograa,
which woulu give smployment 1o ten or twelve men ouv & Tal-

zestna. The cuzgestions were favorably received, but I have
not heard whether o2 neot they werse carrisd out., I am in hopus

f.\
that the nen are there by this time.
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Paze 2 =
r. H. ¥, Nagley
December 14, 1933

I think it might be well to outline to you, so that you
can communicate to all others interested in this road project, the
things that we have requested, and that we feel are likely to be
put over on this development. After discussing the whols thing
thoroughly with Mr, Murray, and we had already discussed it with
the Peters Creek people, ws all fully decided that the most feas-
ible and economical coursef6f this road would be to take a route
from the Peters Creek Bridge up the creek on the gravel bench:s
to Peters Creek Camp; from there, foll:w the road as it is now used
to Elwell Cabin; then cross Peters Cresk in a direction toward our
Bird Creek property until the Cash Creek summit is reached, and from
there continue the road down Cash Creek to the Cash Creek Camp.
Thus all efforts at development will be put on one road only, and
this one road would serve practically all of the mining camps in
the whole district. Mr. Murray brought out that the abandonment
of the road from the Peters Creek Bridge around to Cash Creek as )
it is now used, would not cause anyone any inconvenience for there ‘ﬂg
is no one on that section of the road who is actively engaged in e
mining or even prospecting; hence, it would be lots cheaper and
more economical to put the road around as proposed. ¥r, Taylor
sald in comference that he expected to put men in and survey the
proposed route from Peters Creek Bridge to Peters Creek Camp, just

- - as soon as the snow was off so that they could work and so of course
the expectations are that work will start immediately following that.

I thought it would be a very good idea to let you and
others interested in Talkestna know exactly what we had planned and
what we were asking for, because it is only by the help of all and
the unified action toward a definite program that we can expect to
get the best results. Hope that this proposition appeals to you
and Tom, and all of the others concerned in Talkeetna. Surely wau;dﬁJW«4d
be agreeable to KeDonald because 1t passes right through the property
that he is interested in.

We are getting along very busily out here this winter, pre-
paring for our return to Alaska and getting finances in shape to taxe
care of the Coffield ancd Carlson property. At the present time our
expectation is to land in Talkeetna in time to do our freighting as
usual, vp to the Placer camp, I presume that as usual you are very
busy takinz care of all of the activities of the Commercial Club, the
Kiwanig, Good Fellowship, and all other civic activities orf Talkeetna.
Surely hops that you are enjoying it as much as you did the social
activities on our trip out. Give my best to friend§Tom and Jack and
other inquiring parties in Talkeetna.

Verv trulj yours,

w/q.‘ ,,7/] }’a " -

/
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STERIOR WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

January 22, 1934

Mr. Jack Devault, Secretary
Talkeetna Commercisl Club
Talkeetna, Alasks

Dear Sir:

. Your letter to Dr. Smith which was ?eferred to the
Governor'!s Office has been referred to this office for renly.

You are advised that the project to extend the pre-
sent Cache Creek road up Peters Oreek to Cache Oreek hac been in-
cluded in a program of road construction submitted to the Adminis-
tration of Public Works. As vet, no funds have been allotted for
this project and it is not mown at this time what action will be
taken. It is evident, however, at this time that ouwr regular
funds will be sufficient only for maintenance of the existing system
and the extension of the Cache Creek roasd camnct be performed unless
funds are made available by the Public VWorks Administration.

It is noted that you state that the balance of roads
in the Territory obtained funds for work. This is not entirely
correct. There Were a number of projects, however, for which funds
were definitely allocated by the Public Works. This group did not
include 211 the meritorious projects by any means and it was neces-

sary_for the Road Compissjon to exnend these funds on the nrojects
to %Eibﬁ“fhéy Vere e 1n1%%&y 285EE G nrogJ

Very truly yours,

Tke P. Taylor
Chief Engineer
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