‘»f*"*w[w
G
[RE I
S

REQUEST FOR XEROX COPIES OF ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Date: OY]27/%5

For - Name: &.BieAnicY
Department: History oCPT:

Collection: RALPU RIVERS COLLECTICA
Box #: DEPARTMENT FILES

Folder: gox 3 -

Department Account #:

or

Paid:




EXHIBIT "G1"
HIGHWAYS DEVELOPMENT

MATANUSKA VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ROAD COMMITTEE
Palmer, Alaska

October 20, 1959

Mr. Charles W. Tryck, Chairman
State Planning Commission
545 E. Fourth Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska
Dear Sir:
The Roads Committee of the Matanuska Valley Chamber of Commerce re-
spectfully recommend the following capital improvements within the Matanuska
- Valley; °

SHORTENED ARTERIAL HIGHWAY FROM "LITTLE BUTTE'" PARALLEL THE ALASKA
RATLROAD TO MATANUSKA TO CONNECT WITH THE GLENN HIGHWAY NEAR PALMER

This shortened route would commence at approximately Mile 30 on the
Glenn Highway, bear almost due north along the Alaska Railroad to the old
Matanuska Station, join the existing Palmer-Matanuska road (scheduled to be
hard-surfaced in 1960) and connect with the Glenn Highway at Palmer. Pre-

liminary planning has already been completed by the Bureau of Public Roads.

It is the opinion of this committee the route should be designed for

eventual four-lane traffic,

This project would be a part of the State arterial highway system,

and as such would be financed on a State-Federal matching-fund basis.

Justification for this new route is readily apparent. It would
shorten the distance by seven miles, cut off numerous dangerously short curves,
eliminate icy winter conditions and the slide area along the Chugach Range, and

. by paralleling the Alaska Railroad, materially reduce flood damage and eliminatg




{2& EyNB]'_T "G1" (cont.)

axisting flood hazards at present bridge location. Savings in time and
ultimate costs to the consumers would be realized due to the decreased distance
from farm to wmarket. 1In case of a national emergency, this shortened route

would be highly desirable for both military and civilian dispersal operations.

ARTERIAL HIGHWAY TO McGRATH VIA WILLOW AND TALKEETNA

The Willow-Talkeetna-McGrath road should be an all-weather route

designed for eventual hard-surfacing.

This is fully justified to open up new mining areas, new tourist
attractions, recreation areas, as well as permit access to potential new
agricultural areas and eventually be part of a new route between Nome and

Fairbanks,

ACCESS ROADS IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY

Minimum standard access roads should be 20 feet, ditched, graded and

gravelled.

The general location is a fan-shaped area south, west, and north of
Wasilla, Estimated mileage is 200 miles including existing privately con-
structed ploneer roads serving approximately 400 homesteads and farms with many

more 1in the immediate future.
The estimated cost is roughly $10,000 per mile.

This committee suggests financing be bonds backed up on local basis
by property taxes, after borough organization, as matching funds with State

participation. Maintenance by local borough road department.

We feel this is justified because of the increased load of farm to
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'”}BIT "G1" (cont.)

market use.,

It will encourage development of farms and rural residence in pre-
sently inaccessible areas. -Access roads can do much to guide or direct settle-

ment.,

Access roads in this area will permit the State to dispose of lands
selected by the State Department of Lands in these areas. A closely co-ordin-
ated program between access road construction and a land management plan of the
Department of Lands 1s of vital importance if we are to receive the most benefit

for money expended.

An illustration of some of the needed construction or improvement of
access roads in the local area, not in order of priority, are: Goose Bay
access road; Little Susitna area network; Wdlverine access road; accéss net-
work in the area from Big Lake to the Susitna River and Knik Arm; and access
roads along the railroad between Talkeetna and Willow.

Respectfully submitted,

MATANUSKA VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ROADS COMMITTEE

Mrs. Betty Mears, Chairman

BM:MAC




=X £ EXHIBIT "G2"
HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT
FROM: State Division of Highways

TENTATIVE HIGHWAY PROGRAM
Balance 1960-61 Filscal Year

March 13, 1961

PRIMARY PROJECTS

Route 35 - - - - - Willow Creek - Kashwitna River

Route 52 - - - - - Paxson - Tangle River

Route 21 ~ - -~ - =« Anchor River - Ninilchik

Route 42 - - - - - Tolsona Creek - Glennallen

Route 35 =« - - - - Big Lake JYct., - Houston

Route 37 - - -« - - Ester Siding - Ester

Route 42 - - - - - 5th Ave, Extension - Anchorage

Route 95 = = - - - Tongass Ave. & Front Street - Ketchikan
Route 35 =« -~ - - - Kashwitna - Alaska R.R.

Route 62 - = = - -« Delta Jct. - Tanana River

Route 21 - - - = - Kasilof - Ninllchik

Route 46 - - - =~ - Little Tok River - Clearwater

Route 1] = = « « = Kodiak City Streets

Route 37 = = =~ - - University Ave. - Fairbanks

Route 62 ~ -« - - - Richardson Hwy. - Badger Rd, to Fairbanks
Route 21 - - « ~ = Homer - Anchor Point (Partial Reconstruction)

SECONDARY PROJECTS

Copper River Highway Mile 13-15
- O'Malley Road (Anchorage)

Yakutat Streets

Farmer's Loop Road (Fairbanks)

Skagway - Carcross

Chena Hot Springs Road - Mile 21-27

Van Horn - Peger - Cushman

Badger Loop Road

Eureka - West

North Kenail Extension

Haines City Streets

Big Lake Road




TENATIVE HIGHWAY PROGRAM

Fiscal Year 1961-62

PRIMARY PROJECTS
Federal Aid Route 31 - - - - - Seward - Anchorage Highway
Mile 11.0 to Mile 18.5 Snow River
Mile 65.7 to Mile 66,2 Bertha Creek
Mile 86.8 to Mile 87.6 Kern Slide
Dowling Road to Potter
Federal Aid Route 35 - - ~ - - Palmer - Cantwell
Alaska Railroad Crossing to Sunshine
Federal Aid Route 37 - - « - - Fairbanks - McKinley Park
Nenana - North
Rex to Ferry
Ferry ~ South
Federal Aid Route 42 -~ - - - - Anchorage - Glennallen
Glennallen - Tolsona Creek
Federal Aid Route 52 - - - - - Denali Highway
Tangle Lakes = MacLaren River
Federal Aid Route 62 - - ~ - = Alaska Highway

Mile 260 to Mile 271
Mile 272 (Shaw Creek) to Mile 282

SECONDARY PROJECTS

‘Nome =~ Teller

Coffee Creek - Kougarok Strip
Fishhook - Knik - Goosebay
Dowling - Lake Otis

Witlow East - Fishhook Jct.
Chena Hot Springs Mile 0-17
Fox - Chatanika

9 Mi, W, Eureka - West

Fox - Olnes

Cordova Streets & Southeast
Copper River Highway Mile 49-54
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B Ef%ﬁBIT "G2" (cont.)

Fiscal Year 1962-63

PRIMARY PROJECTS
Federal Aid Route 37 - - - - - Fairbanks - McKinley Park
5 Mi. South Ferry - Healy 10.0 Miles
Mt. McKinley Park Station - Moody 8.0 Miles
Federal Aid Route 42 - - - - - Anchorage - Glennallen
Romig Hill (Anchorage) 0.8 Miles
Spenard - Anchorage International Airport 3.0 Miles
Eagle River - Peters Creek 8.0 Miles
Tolsona Creek - South (Mi. 150-170) 20,0 Miles
Federal Aid Route 46 - - - - - Tok Cutoff
Little Tok River SW to Bartelle Creek 8.0 Miles
Federal Aid Route 62 = = - - - Alaska Highway
Tanana River toward Tok 10.0 Mites
Federal Aid>Route 71 - - - - - Richardson Highway (Valdez - Big Delta Jct.)
Mile 65 to 74 9,0 Miles
Mile 27 to 32 5.0 Miles
Federal Aid Route 95 - - - - - Southeast Alaska
Ketchikan Dock - Grant Street 0.5 Miles
Mendenhall River Bridge & Approaches ‘1,0 Miles
SECONDARY PROJECTS
3 Mi. N. Kodiak toward Otmeloi Point 3.0 Miles
Homer - Fox River Road ’ 12,5 Miles
Wilwood -~ North 10.0 Miles
, Fishhook - Knik - Goosebay 8.0 Miles
FAP Route 42 - Fishhook Jct. 7.0 Miles
Sunshine - Talkeetna 12,5 Miles
Chena Hot Springs Road Mile 27 - 37 10,0 Miles
Fox - Chatanika 10.0 Miles
24 M1, W. Eureka - West 15.0 Miles
Copper River Highway Mile 54 - 64 10.0 Miles
Copper River Highway Chitina - North 8.0 Miles
North Douglas Highway 6.0 Miles

-29a-




STATE OF ALASKR /™
! LLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR
@) [ R& V\zf (\

DEPARTMENT OF HIG nWA‘YS
— OFFICE OF THE CORMISSTONER ]~ BUX 184+~ JUNEAU

Junc 24, 1963

00-2500

Mr. James H, Edwards !
McCarthy
Alaska

Dear Mr, Edwards:

Your letter of June 1, 1963, to Congressman Rivers has been ,
referred to this office for reply. .

This department is currently soliciting informal bids for the.
completion of a primary access road to McCarthy. Mr., Lynch,
among others, has been asked to submit a bid. Upon receipt of
satisfactory bids, it is contemplated that an allocation will
be made with which to fund the additional construction.

Airport construction is under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Public Works; therefore, a copy of your letter is being
transmitted to the Commissioner, Richard A. Downing, with the
request that he advise you concerning plans for airport con-
struction within the McCarthy area.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

Very truly yours,

D. A, McKinnon , P.E,
Commissioner of Highways

cc: Hon. Ralph J. Rivers P////

JUN 261963




June 12, 1963 /

Mr. Donald A. McKinnon
Commissioner :
Department of Highways
P, 0. Box 1841
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. McKinnon:

The enclosed letter from Mr. James H. Edwards of
McCarthy, Alaska, is self-explanatory.

Mr.Edwards has been informed that this matter is
fully within your jurisdiction rather than Feder-
al. However, I am taking the liberty of forward-
ing his request as I want to be of every possible
service. I will be grateful for your comsideration
of Mr. Edward's letter and for any information or
advice you can furnish him.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers, M. C.




June 12, 1963

Mr. James H. Edwards
McCarthy, Alaska

Dear Mr. Edwards:

Thank you for your letter of June lst asking that I assist
Mr. Joseph Lynch in his efforts to build a road into Mec-
Carthy.

Much as I would like to be of assistance to Mr. Lynch and
the residents of McCarthy, I must advise that this is a
matter under the jurisdiction of the State govermment rather
than the Federal government, so there is no action I can
take here in Washington at the Federal level., This, I am
sure, you recognize. '

However, in an effort to be helpful, I am forwarding your
letter to Mr. Donald A. McKinnon, Commissioner, Department

of Highways, at Juneau, with the request that he consider
it carefully and give you the benefit of his advice.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers, M. C.

ks,
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“Dear Mr;‘HiQQPSf
- We. get your letter to Alaskans BI.G enjoy 1t'"7ﬁhank<§§u
fffor‘senaing., e : o E

'g;Probatly you are aware 01 tle situatior herc,jwhere Mr..
Joe Lynch snd ris com;any aere vicking up tlie steel rsils
tnc graae t?at ran to nenn*cott neer. here.

in ihe ;rocess he 13 buila¢ng & roedu, which&},

to the Stste,-into th:is eres. . It 1s our undarstanaing
& small smount of money is- available :
8. better road that will not wa3h out

A1K , ¢
we Pave a valley 100 miles" long'with four o .
in 1t, 1s because it 1s so herd t¢ get in. ‘snd “out,
a lot ol money on mo"e 01 w‘et we a‘reaay ‘have?’

fWe woulu like to see Pr Lynch zet xeasonablé assiste

yut in & roed, A small smount ol noney will give us'what we
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Dear Mrs. Jones:
Your letter to Mr. Ralph Rivers concerning the Homer to Fox Rlver Road
has been reiferred to me for further consideration. i
. !
Mr, C.E . Steen, my district highway engineer in Anchorage, has again
reviewed the situation with which you are concerned. It is estiﬁnate
that to bring the road beyond the school bus turn-arcund to a maintain-
able condition that an expenditure in the neighborhood of $200,000 would
be necessary. Considering the low benefits such a road would ﬁerive,
it has not been included in the overall ifive-vear highway program. This
Department, however, is cognizani of the need for a highway ingthis area.
‘We have initiated a study to provics us with basic routing of thé Looo
Road from this area around Tustumena Lake to the Sterling Highway near
Kasilof. When this study is completed next year we will then have a
completed Loop Road plan which will have considerably higher benefit
ratio than the extension of approximately ten miles of the Zast Ena Road,
We intend to include constructicon on this loop in future five-year highway

programs.
)

The U. S. Congress has authorized additional access road monies 1or ex-
penditure in Alaska. We are hopeiul that appropriaiions consistent with
the: uthorizations will be made, If thev are, this could mean the ac-
d

o))

joll

se
eleration of access road construciion in the Siate of Alaska. The ro
east of Homer would certainly receive every consideration.

In summary, I cannot offe you any immediate so’iutLop to your problem.

1laatl
1 ) . 4

A long-range solution is in the making but orobably will not be completed

for five to eight vears. Should appropriazion be made by the U. 5. Con-

gress of additional hichway funds for Alaska, this program could be ac-
elerated, giving you relief at a sooner cate.
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Mrs. Nelca Jones -2 - August 30, 1563

orry that I cannot give vou more o ‘"*"misti“ news concerning vour

1 5
oroblem. We in Highwavs are verv definitely aware of the access road

[}

need, notT oV in vour area but through ut Aiaska. However, we cannot
i solution without the necessary funds to carry out
re program Smce our vresent funds are limited we can only

q

construct a poriion of the roads that are needed and must celay the rest
Ior future programs. -

D. A, ch*\m non, 2. E.
Commissioner of Highways
DAMc/BAC/mth




STATE OF ALi__A: DEPT, OF HIGHWAYS

(D

Mr, Jonald A, MeKinnon
Cormniasione:s:
‘ment ol (Iighways
Box 1E41

Juneau, Alaska 69801 .

Dear Mr, McKinnon:

The cenclosed letter from Mrs, Nelda L. Jones is seli-
explanatory. lMrs., Jones has been informed that this
matter is fully within your jurisdiction and not one
for consideration on the Federal level, However,

in an effort to be of assistance to her, I am bring-
her problem to your attention and will be grateful
for your consideration thereof,

Thanking you and with best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress

ceos
Mrs, Nelda L, Jones

ont T the Archives, Unis




STATE OF~ TASKA( DEPT, OF HIGHWAYS)

. ~ " Pan ., —
SR8 v, Soness

I have aarvefully read wvonx letter of July 15, with

, ensicn »f the Jast Poad out of
fomer, and while I must advise that this is a wmatter
entirely under the jurisdietion of the Ztate of
iAlaska, and, thercfore, one in which I, whose
services are limited to matters on the Federal
lovel, may not intervene, I appreciate your bring-
ing this problem to my atftention as I wish to be
kept informed of home fiont matters, I am, there-
fore, bringing it to the attention of Donald A,
MeKinnon, Commissioner, Department of Highways,
Juneau, for his consideration and reply,

“ -~

At any time I can be of assistance to you here,
please feel free to call upon me,

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress
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SAME AS ORIGINAL

0 Mrs, W, S, Jones
P Star Route A
Y Homer, Alaska 99603

Mr. Ralph J. Rivers
450 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you in regards to the extension
of the East Road out of Homer, Alaska, There was
$20,000 appropriated for this access road, which was
started during the winter of 1960-1961, This road
was supposed to go as far as Fox River, which would
be approximately twenty-five miles, there was
about five miles of this road pushed through, but
was never finished, It is accessable only by jeep
or tractor, '

As of now there are eight school children who
live this side of the school bus turn-around,
with six of those living about six miles from the
bus route, We have lived here ten years and have
taught the correspondence course to our four older
children., Now that the children are older and in
higher grades my husband and I are not able to
teach them, therefore, they have to attend the Public
School of Homer, It is very difficult for the children
of this area to reach the school buss, especially
during the cold winter months.

We are also trying to raise beef cattle along
with four other families of this area. Having no

road ouver which to transport the beef is also very
difficult.

If you could be of any help to get this road
extended it would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
Mrs, Nelda L. Jones

JULY 18, 1966 -~ stamped date

loctiment In the Archives, University of Alaska Fafrbanis,
i study, sl hi reh, rol
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March 143 1959

Mr, Harry Xendall
Post Cfflice Box 1640
Falrbanks, Alasika

Dear Harry:

This 1s to acknowledge recelpt of your letter of
March 10, which included a copy of the open letter
sent to the News-iiner by Dan Lnamon.

While it is the functlion of your members of Congress
to secure faderal money for the Alaska road systen,
the matier of allocation is handled at the state
level., The federal money made avallable €o Alaska
under the Federal Ald Highway Act 1s turned over to
the state under negotliated arrangements between the
Department of Commerce and the Alaska Highway and
Public Works Department. Under thia department 1s
the Highway and Public Works Board, consisting of
five appolantive members, Highways are divided into
the three categories of primary, secondayy and urban
and the funds avallable each year zre divided between
those three categories.

Your note and the letter of Dan Lhamon malke a strong
case for blacktopping tThe Badger Rocad. Accordingly,
the Badger Road people should form a committee or
like group to take active measures at the Alaska
level to obtain inclusion of the paving of the Badger
Road in the road bullding program. Bill Stroecker
is the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce road com-
mittee. It might be well to talk to him, The
members of the Highway and Publlic Works Board are
Dewey Goodrich of Nome, Charles Wilson of Nenana,
John 8. LeFevre of Cordova and Ernest J. Haugen of
Petersburg, I do not know the name of the fifth mem-
ber of the Board. There could be some changes short-
1y under the state reorganization act.




Page Two
Mr. Harry Kendall
March 14, 1959

It is alsc acteworthy that the Governor of Alaska and
the Hizhway Zngineer are included in consultations
with the Secretary of Commerce in regard to "the
system cr systems of roads on which federal aid ap~
portiomments to Alaska are to be expended.” (Title
23 USC Sec, 5) Thus, the Governor and the Highway
Engineer could be lncludad in the presentations of
your group. :

I only wish there were encugh money tc proceed prompt-
1y with all of the lmprovements whilch are needed
throughout our great state.

With sincers zood wishes, I am

Cordlally yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
RJR:nmr Member of Congress
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‘vetN LETTER TO THE NENS MINER

L]
Doar Editor:

¢ that the Boerad of Directors
of the Chamber of Cosmercs a2dopied & resslution giving atrong anpport to
building the MeXinley Park rond "2t tha axpense of Lhe Badger Read", ia-
dicates thad none of these iafluentini Jeoarsd lsmbars live on the Badger Roed
or bave aay congideration for the 138, or vors, tamilies wne do,

The news iven in your Monday isgus, staving

Quoting Trom the item we learn that "The Beard’s spinion wes that the
MeXiniey Park nod, for which no funvls have besn nllocnted, is more importont
to the area." Whot area, Hepare, Claar, the fari, or the Fairbanka area?

In the firsy nlace the fund in vuesiticn 18 noet $2,900,0®@ or mors, as
atdted, but is closer %o one millinm., Thias emount weuld undoubiedly do &
1ot for the 14 miles of tha Dadger Rosd., bws how Tar wonld 1% gr Gowend buvili-
ing 66 miles of read frowm Yepens to the Tark? )

Most, Folks = egquippad for thinkiag - woulid justify highway improvements
by the volumme of traffic invelvad nud iie number of tax-paying residents
gerved, Have ihese self-agpointed Lighway sxpavis compared & traffic count
o the dwo projecin, or have they investigeted the comparasiive number of year
around resgidents 4o he bepelfitied?

875 regiaterad voters cast their ballots at the Badger Road precinct
in the Hovember elegction, School Anthorities report thet the two buses og
Badger Road loop carry 188 children doily to Faishspks schools and return,
(Bus #1, 87 - Bus #2, 72). When the Road dries, after the breakup, these
buses ¢rovel through & pall of dust with headlights on and with extreme cau-
tion. Are the "Directors™ concerned st all about the safety and comfort of
thege children?

Their "opinion" and adititude becomes ridicuious whemn, ot the same
meeting, they agree that the caenstruection of a bridge acrogs the Tanans e
¥enane "wouid cord doo much and would ke uanfeasible for meny years', Ccu-
sequently the MeXKinley Pari Road would he atricily & seazcncble highway,
acceasiblie ounly when the ice a% Nenana would support traffic - idle for sixz
or 3even months cach year, except for the aesger amount of traffic thot
may develop bedween Memona, Cleer and the Park, Totally inaccesseble during
the tourisl scesen, unicss some hardy and determined tourisis should be brave
enough to trusy their sguipwment om Don Panrson’s {lat cars and await the
srrival of A, R. B. switch ¢reva to shove hem back and forth,

Fimally the fuad in gquestion was aot "tentatively™ allocated by the
Depariment of Highweys and Public Worka, it wus - according %o the engineers
"aar-zariked" for paving the Badpger Road, An "Harmerk" is considered a3 o
broad, end since the days of the early mest "Oriad Blotting® has heoen con=
sidered, ot the very lenst, o guestionahle scecunatioen,

Yery tmiy yours,

Don Lhamon
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Amencan F ecleratlon Of Government EIIIPIO}’CCS
- WHITTIER LODGE NO. 1810
AFFILIATED WITH AFL-CIO

WHITTIER, ALASKA

- 4 10 December 1959
Hon, Ralph J. Rivers
United States Congress
House of Representatives

Washington, D, C.

Dear Ralph:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which we have sent to
the Regional Forester, U. S. Forest Service, requesting a
road through this section of the Chugach National Forest
to Whittier. Though proposed in the past, this project has

been opposed by pressure groups in the Federal Government,

I wish to enlist your aid in securing this road. Your
efforts will be appfeciated deeply by the membership of
this Lodge.

With kindest personal regards, I remain,
Sincerely yours,

.S ¢ e Ay
D S S e Gt

o - ; - E, K, Guerin, President

AFGE Lodge # 1910

~,

& Whittier, Alaska

DEC 14 1954

ﬂm 8 a copy of a do

ment in the Arc fuw“* ‘Ur wc sity of Alaska Fairbank:

The researchet



December 15, 1989

Mr. B.X. Guerin, Zreaident
“merioon Tederation of Goverrment

-

Tmplovess Lodge To. 1910
I £

Doenr Mr. Guoazin:

™eim will aciznewledge recelpt of yvour letier
2f Decepirer 104h regarding a rozd tioough a
aaction of the Chugach Mational Porest to
whittiler.

Jongregsman Riverg hag Seen out-of-town,
attending hearings with his Interdor and
Insular Affairs Commitios. He iz due bhack
Cin Washington in a few days, and your letter
will he brought Lo his atiention at that tinme.

Sincerely vours,

Secretary to
vdl ' RALPH J. RIVERS, M.C.




12-16-59
Mr. Rivers: |
I talked to Marge Smith
about this, and she indiéated
the problem was quite "sticky"
Perhaps it is one to be discussed

at a B&G meeting.

viv

—__{2&>:§- a e we o ‘”fg)
o Deided 2t BAG




9 Dacembar 1959

Aegional Foresgter
United States Forest Jervice
Junean, Alaska

Daar Sir:

“a ask that the Portagze Jlacier cad ba extended to Passagae Canal
in the vicinity of Whittier, Alaska. Inclusion of this apnroximately
six milas of road into the National Forast Hoad 3ystem is fully justi-
fied, Jeldom doss a situation such as thia exist where such a short
niece of road will serve so many naople.

This road will open Prince William Sound to the larzest population
canter in the 3tate of Alaska. It will provide less expensive and
more dependable acceass to markets for the industrisa here and ancoure
ame further industrial development. It willl make the arsa far more
acecessible for aining devalopment. It will break the isolation of the
residents of Whittier by ziving theom aceess to the Alaska Highway
Systen, ,

is you are aware, Prince William Jound 1s one of the most scenic
areas on this centinent, rivaling the fiords of Norway in scenie
grandeur, There are over seventy~five claclers in this area of which
‘at least fifteen extend to tidewater, including Columbia Glacier, the
most famous tidewater glacier in the world, This area has unlimited
recroational potential, fresh and salt water fishing, hunting and
over 1,600 miles of sheltered coastline for amall boat cruising.

There are several industries located at “hittier at the prasgent.
They are limited by the inadequate and exrensive transnortation facile
{ty: namely, the Alaska Railroad, which has a monopoly on transportae
tion to and from Whittier. This road will allow full development of
these 1ndustries and attraet others to this area.

The residents of “hittier, though only six miles from the Fortage
Glacier fcad, ars mors isolated than residents of many remote areas of
the state, They are completely dependent upon the Alaska Hailroad
which cives service only four days per weekes This service is subject
to arbitrary changes from which there is no appeal.

A large portion of Prince William Sound is in the Chugach Wational
Foreat, which, if develored and managed by the United States Forest
Service, will provide industry and recreation for generations to come,

We will anpreciate lgaring from you concerning this.

Sincereoly,

' *ﬁ. X, Guerin, President
AFGE  Lodre # 1910




st MY aaed T Menedla, Chief
7.9, Toreat Iorvice
Namartment: of Agriculture
washington 25, D.C

near Mr. MoArdle:

mne of my constituents has written ne recuesting
my aggistance in urging the U.5. Porest Service
+eo amtend the Portage Glacier Road on the Zenal
saninsulia o Pnssage Canal in the vicinity of
rmiteler, Alagka. This road would lie within
oherach Hational Forest,

+ mm enclosing @ cony of » letter written to the
neqional Forester, U.S. Porest Service, Juneauy,
ataska, which artly sets Sorth the sosition of
Mr. Guerin. '

T+ would be vervy much appreciated if yvou wonld
Ayrnish me “rour idens and views Tn $hia natter,
so that T mav adequately aaswer Mr. Cuerin's

requent.
with kindest regards, I am

sincerely yours,

RALPI! J. RIVERS
Enclogure Member of Congress




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C,

FEB 2 = 1360

Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives

Dear Congressman Rivers:

This is in reply to your request of January 20, 1960
for a report on the question of extending the Portage
Glacier Road to Passage Canal.

We are asking Regional Forester Hanson to report di-
rect to you on this question. He i3 in charge of the

national forest program in Alaska and decisions on
questions of this kind are his responsibility.

If you have any questions after hearing from Mr. Hanson,
please let us know,

Sincerely yours,
RICHARD E. McARDLE, Chief

By A W, Greeley’

IN REPLY REFER TO

5610




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REPLY REFER TO

5610

FEB 2 - 1969

Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives

Dear Congressman Rivers:

This is in reply to your request of January 20, 1960
for a report on the question of extending the Portage
Glacier Road to Passage Canal.

We are asking Regional Forester Hanson to report di-
rect to you on this question. He is in charge of the
national forest program in Alaska and decisions on
questions of this kind are his responsibility.

If you have any questions after hearing from Mr. Hanson,
please let us know. ~

Sincerely yours,

RICHARD E. McARDLE, Chief
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E. k. Guerin, Presideat

Americsn Yederation of Geverumeunt Employess
Lodge Mo. 1910

Waittier, Alasks

Dear Mr. Guerinmg

May 1 refer to your lettsr of December 9, vhich {3 & very strong
arzumsat for jestificatien of 2 counscting road betweez WVhittier
and Portage. Moest sertaialy all vho have a knewledze of the ecir-
cumstance: deseribed by you weuld appreciata the desirability eof
a road out of Vhittier amd be sympathetis to yeur proposal.

In oxrder for the Forest Service te bhave a veise ia programming a
project, it would have to have pravicusly beem imcluded ou the
forest highway system in Alaska. This prejeet has ne sush statwe,
and, although sympathetic to your wishes, I am not i1 s positiea
whare I can help very mh.

Seversl months az3e I had reasca to reviev the proposal you preseat
now, I was referred to a fesuibility study msde several year: age
by, I beliave, the Corps of Enginesrs, U. 5. Army. The repert of
the reconnalissance which supperted that study was to me very dis-
couraging, snd wvould be, I feel surs, to yes should you have the
opportunily to review it. IExtreme gradient, steepnass of rock side
slepe, and veary difficulit msintensnge conditiouns, with the threat
of jlacial action smd slides were, s I remember it, soms of the
major points of discouragement, [ am mentiocmniag this siace, 1f amy
Toad sccesx to Vaittier becomes programmed, it must be with full
appreciation that very abucrmal ¢osts must be met and difficult
eaginearing problems overcome. Of course s real probabdbility sxists
that gosts vould make the project prohibitive.

Bincerely yeurs,

P. D. EAR3ION
Reglonal Foreaster




Bl

fomnin =
<
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
) ’o.wtsrsu%(
ADDRESS REPLY TO UAS BOX 1631
REGIONAL FORESTER L 5”,(“““”? JUNEAU, ALASKA
AND REFER TO

5610 February 9, 1960

ATRMATT,

Hon, Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives

Dear Congressman Rivers:

Reference is made to Mr. Greeley's letter of February 2 o you regarding
the interest of the folks in Whittier for access to Portage by road. I
have, under date of December 30, replied directly to Mr. Guerin, and I
am enclosing a copy of that correspondence for your information.

I do know that sufficient study has been made historically to prove that
the construction and maintenance of any highway into Whittier would be
very expensive indeed, if not infeasible. The railroad had to go through
tunnels to gain access to that area, and it may be possible for highway
needs to be met only in that manner also. It would not be extremely dif-
ficult to gain access by road to Bear Valley, which lies between the two
sections of tunnels, but a continuation beyond that point would prove
difficult. I presume that the Alaska Railroad would not care to have the
present tunnels adapted for dual use, but if they are not too seriously
opposed, conceivably that might be a solution, at least one warranting
further gtudy.

At the present time the Forest Service would not be justified In proposing
the inclusion of this project in the Forest Highway system; however, we
realize that the State of Alagka must also be interested in this project
and its representatives might have a different opinion. If so, the Forest
Service will be willing to consider any reasonable proposal.

Sincerely yours,

Regional Forester
Enclosure (1)
cc: Chief, USFS



1@1‘(3}1 23., 15 59

Honorable Frank Peratrovich
Alasks State Legislature
Junegu, Alaska

Dear Franks

A cﬁ of Senate Memorial No,., 3, of which you

he author, has been sent to me by Acting
'Gavermr Wade, The memorial urges the cone
struction of 4 road between Klawoek and
Hollls and that same he given high ﬁority
in the plaming and development of the Alasika
road system. ’

While I lmow that the alloecation of funds amd
gstabllahment of priorities as %o roads withe
in the aghate is strictly within the province
of the appawopriate stalte departuont, I would
certainly be happy to do anything I could from

this end., These variocus road prejects are, I

know, of vital irportance to the areas affected.

With kindest personal regards, in which Martha
Joins, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
RJRimr Menmber of Congress

ment in the Archives,

Freioerito o Alack
University 0t A6k



STATE OF ALASKA

SECRETARY OF STATE

JUNEAU

larch 14, 1259
"fivers
tes Revresentative from Alasks
Suilding

At the recuest oP the ILegislature of the State
of loska, I have the lLioior to transmit a certified cony
of SENATE 7 MELORTAL MO, 3 resnact fullw ur'r"nrw that ube
construction of a road botvoc“ ;
hish priority in the nlannin
road system.




WHEREAS, such a road would also allow the fishing fleets to
transport thelr catches overland from the west coagt to Hollis and
‘to retail and wholesale fresh flsh markets; and

= WHEREAS, such a road would lead to great lmprovement of the

'feconomic well-being of the residents of the west coast of Prince

‘of Wales Islaﬁd; and

WHEREAS, the Senate of the Twenty-third Terrltorlal lLegils-
lature also favored such constructlon, proving that it is aAmatter
~of continulng legislative concern;
NOW THEREFORE, your Mamorialist, the Senate of the State of
" Alaska in First Session assembled, respectfully urges that the
-econstruction of a road.betweehlxlawqck and Hollls be given high

‘pfiority in the planning and deveiopment of the Alaska road

' /s/ William &. Beltz

Fresident of the gJenate

ATTEST ¢

/s/ Katherine T. Alexander

Secretary ol the senate

] : : stitutes
I hereby certify that the above and forGQOng,?on.a., o
4 full, true and correct copy of Senate Memorlal No. 5 4c pacyed b
11, \
the Senate of the State of Ala;ka,

;! Jgcretary ol the Senate




IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR FPERATROVICH

SENATE MEMORIAL NO, 3

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
- TC THE HONORABLE LEWIS L, STRAUss: SECRETARY OF COMMERCE; THE
HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE HONORARLE ERNEST GRUENING,
SENATORS FRCM ALASKA; THE HONORABLE RALFH J, RIVERS, REPRESENTA-
TIVE FROM ALASEKA; THE HONORABLE BERTRAM D, TALLAMY, FEDERAIL HIGH~
WAY ADMINISTRATOR; THE HONORABLE ELLIS L., ARMSTRONG, COMMISSIONER
OF THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS; AND THE HORORABLFE EDGAR H. SWICK,
REGIONAL ENGINEER, REGION TEN, BUREAU OF FUBLIC ROADS:

Your Memorlallst, the Senate of the State of Alaska in First
Sesslon assembled, regpectfully submits that:

WHEREAS, the region between Klawock and Hollls on Frince of
Wales Island, Alasks, is a potentlsl source of great mineral and
timber wealth; and

WHEREAS, the Harris River and Klawock Lake on Prince of Wales
Island are excellent recreational areas; and .

WHEREAS, the Kefiehikan Pulp Company has begun the construc-
tion of a road leading from Hollls to the west; and

WHEREAS, the constructlon of a rbad between Klawock would
encourage the economie development of the villages of Cralg,
Klawock and Hydaburg on the west coast of Prince of Wales Island;
and

WHEREAS, the construction of such a road on said west coast
would enable at least five logging camps to transport logs by
overland route to Hollls, eliminating the need of moving such logs
by raft around hazardous Cape Chacon and through Clarence Strait;

and




/8/ Varren A, Taylor
Bponrer of the House i

 /8/ Williem B, Beltz
Presidont of the Eenate
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Kenai, Alaska

7 January 1960

Represcentative Ralph J. Rivers
U.3. licuse of Representatives
Washington, D« C.

Dear Representative Rivers:

The enclosed petition asking for the extension of the North Kenai
Koind to follow the shores of Cook Inlet .nd Chickaloon Bay to tie into

nope and tne Anchorage Causeway (when end if built) is based on the
fellowing reusons: ‘

(silstorically, this road has been reugested by Memorial by two Terri-
torial Legislatures and lest yesr reguested in part by the State Legislature).
Tra rood i desperuately needed to:

i. .ervice the beach where cver 100 people (40 to 60 families) fish
=nd live in the summer (some are year round residents).

< ervice the existing homesteads along the beach,

5. wp=n uyp the heretofore inaccessible areas of lakes and Inlet for
»oodents and tourists, a very wonderful recreation and scenic area,

4, ... 4 in develooment of the oil industry.

5. +id in the gas pipeline which is scheduled to f.llow this route to
sicnorage and beyond (shortest point).

n. .lve Wildwood's military a second route out.

7. il in the development of Salamata, North Kemai, North Haven (incorporated)
:ni tne vi:iage of Kenai all of whom depend on the uses of this north area,

5. :l:» a cecond route to and from the Kensi Village area,

4. Make school by scheol buses accessible to time children of the area (soss
~f .nich walk 5 miles to catch the bus),

1J., This road would circle the edge of the Moose Renge and would thus
oprn up the most scenic area of the range without the destruction that a road
through thi center of the range could cauase,

1l. This road could be economically bullt and maintained. It is over a
gr: vel subsurface for almost its entirety while & road through the interior of
“ne Hoome Ringe would necessitate long gravel hauls. (Also, a road through
the middle of the Moose Range would not service anyons).

.Zs ror the foregoing and many other reasons, we urgently request the

‘mme jiate construction of this road along Cook Inlet and Chickaloon Bay. Thank
VoM.

cc: ‘brnest Greuning
. E.L. Baptle tt Yery truly yours,

(tovernor Egan % %
Herb Lang _léi (774 Ll

Lee +. Yohnson
Richard A. Yowning The Petitioners

Dr. lheo WNorby by Sslamata Community Clud
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" turned over to the state under negotiated arrange-

RJIR:mr R Member of Congress

March 30, 1959

donorable Allan L. Petersen
House of Repraesontativas
Alaska sState Legislatura
Juneau, Alagka '

Dear Allan:
A copy of House Joint Memorial No. 3. of which you

are one of the authors, has been sent to me hy
Acting Governor Wade on the subject of a road be-

- twesn Hope and Kenai. Needless to say,’ I'will do

nmy best in obtaining federal funds for the Alaska
road system. This money, of course, made avail-
able to Alaska under the, Federal Highway Act; is

ments for use in connection with primary, ‘secondary
and urban rcads. Accordingly, most of the process-
ing of your recquest would be at the state level in
arranging to have this road included in the plan =
which is agreed upon by the Department of Commerce
and the Alaska Highway and Public Works Department.

With sincere good wishas, I am

Cordially yours, =

Ralph J. Rivers

foska Fair bnls,

ey 11\7 of A
vives, Unives : archer

i

Fhig is a copy Of 2 Anenment in the Ave
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March 30, 1939

Honorabla Earl D. Hillstrand
Houze of Representatives
Alasika State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Earl:

A copy of House Joint Memorial No. 3, of which you
are one of the authors, has been sent to me by Act~
ing Governor Wade on the subject of a road betwsean
Hope and Kenai. Needless to say, I will do my
best in obtaining federal funds for the Alaska road
system. This monsy, made available to Alaska under
the Federal Highway Aid Act iz turned over to the
state under negotiated arrangements for use in con~
nection with primary, secondary and urban roada.
Accoxdingly, most of the processing of your request
would be at the state level in arranging to have

this road included in the plan which is agreed upon

by the Department of Commerce and the Alaska High-
way and Publiq Works Department.

We had a good visit with Vic after his operation
at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, at vhich time he was
recovering quite well., Will locok forward to seeing
you the next time we get to Anchorage.

With sincere good wishes, I am

Cordially yours,

aaveh.

rsity of Alagka Fairbanks,
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Joint Memorial No. 3, of which you
authors, has been sent to me by
acming Covarnor Wade, on the subject of a road ba-

swzen Hope and Henal.  Heedless to say, I will de
my sesh i ostadning Iaderal funds for the Alaska
=

vanoam, This monagy, mads avallable to Alaska
ander “he Psderal dighway aAct, is furned ovaer to
she stace undexr anegotiated arrangements Hr use
in conngetion with primary, secondary and urban
zoads.  Accordingly, most oFf the procagsing of
vour rTeguest would 32 at the sztate lavel in arrange
ing 4o have This road included in the plan whioh is
agraed unon v the Departhent of Commerce and ths

- Alzagxa Highway and Tublic Works Deparhmeni.

h sincere jood wishes, in winich Martha joins,

Cordially yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
AJRmr : HAembar of Congxeas
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STATE OF ALASKXA

SECRETARY OF STATE :3.3".?
JUNEAU

March 23, 1959

Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Congressman Rivers:

At the request of the Legislature of the
State of Alaska, I have the honor to transmit to
you a certified copy of HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 3,
respectfully urging the construction of a road be-
tween Hope and Kenai, Alaska, along Cook Inlet.

el

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of State

Encl.
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WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR

, / -
EPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY 7/\
QETHECOMMISSIONER [ BOX 1841 JU EAY 99801

February 15, 1966
Re: 00-2508

Mr. Al Phelps, President

Northwestern Alaska Chamber of Commerce
P. 0., Box 251

Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Mr. Phelps:

Thank you for your letter requesting further information on the proposed
Fairbanks-Nome Highway. I regret the delay in making reply, but hope you

will understand the pressures of work in this office when the legislature
is in session,

The survey you referred to started approximately one year ago. Considerable
work was done prior to that time by the Bureau of Public Roads in 1957 and
1958, Most of their work consisted of acquiring aerial photo maps, geologic
reports, and other data that would be necessary to determine feasibility
routings of such a road. In 1965 we did extensive aerial photogrammetric
study work in our Fairbanks office and accomplished field reconnaissance

on the entire length of the route between Fairbanks and Nome. It is our
hope that we will have a complcted report ready for release sometime during
the latter part of 1966. S

Bear in mind that we still have add1t10na1 svudles and field work to accomp-
lish prior to completing the feasibility study.

The State's position, shared by me,>is that a road connectihg Nome with
Alaska's main highway system would be an economic asset to Alaska,

However, prospects are not bright'that sufficient funds will be available in
the immediate future for flnanc.mg such cons;.ructlon. i

Extremely preliminary cost esthmates 1nd1cate a low-class two-lane road be=-
tween Nome and Fairbanks will cost upwards to one hundred million dollars.
Based on present State averages, we estimate maintenance will annually cost
seventeen hundred dollars per mile. Its length will be approximately 500
miles, This means that annual maintenance costs will be about $850,000 for
such a route. And this does not take into consideration capital investment
- costs in maintenance stations and equipment.

The State annually matches every federal dollar available for highway con-
struction, Total federal funds available are some $22,000,000 for primary

FEB 181966
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highway construction and $17,000,000 available for secondary highway con-
struction. These sums are a far cry from the actual funding need that
exists in Alaska,

In addition to the above funds, present State budget proposals contemplate
appropriation for the next fiscal year of $10,445,500 to the highway pro-
gram, Approximately $10,000,000 of this amount are derived from State
revenue sources. These monies provide the matching funds for the Federal-
State highway program, as well as all the funds for highway maintenance.

You mentioned highway beautification funds in your letter. These are fed-
eral funds and can be used for no other purpose than provided in the recent
federal statute which initiated this special program.

In the early 1960's an economic report was prepared by Dr. Richard Cooley
utilizing State funds under contract of the University of Alaska., Purpose -
of Dr. Cooley's study was to determine intermediate control.points along

the route of sufficient economic significance to warrant consideration in

the route location. The results of Dr, Cooley's report, as you are undoubtedly
aware, were less than encouraging, But the faith of the State that the great
Northwest area of Alaska does indeed have highly‘promising economic and nat-
ural resource potential was not dimmed by the Cooley report. There is no
denying that the subject report presented a setback in our hopes to convince
Federal officials and the U, S. Congress of the imperative need for special
additional Federal matching funds to accomplish construction of projects such
as the Highway to Nome., e

But the State Administration and Alaska's Congressional Delegation continue

to exert extensive effort to convince the United States Department of Commerce,
the Bureau of the Budget and Congress that large sums of additional money are
annually needed, :

Congress must give recognition of the need for a special funding program if
we are to realize fruition in the foreseeable future of our conviction that
roads such as the ones proposed for the Northwest area and the Katmai-Bristol
Bay area will be highly beneficial to Alaska's development. The kind of
money involved in constructing such routes at the present time is far out of
reach of the State itself. And the Federal-State program badly needs fund
bolstering if we are to contemplate programming such routings in the near
future, That is why we so wholeheartedly supported the federally financed
Highway Needs Study., The final conclusions and recommendations resulting
from that study have not yet been made public by the U, S. Department of
Commerce. :

We hope the feasibility results of the present survey and study being conducted
by the State Department of Highways on the Nome-Fairbanks routing will add
strength to our plea for additional funding. As Governor Egan has so aptly
stated, a new spirit is awaxening in Northwest Alaska as a result of recent
mineral resource exploration and development. These factors will be taken

into consideration in our review of the field reports.
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Your letter stated that the prople of Alaska six long years ago authorized
the sale of $1,50(,000 in bonds as State matching money for the construction
of a Nome-Fairbanks highway. I know there are many citizens of your area
who have understandable misconception as to the actual facts of the bonding
situation referred to. To clarify this misunderstanding I will attempt to
review the history of the highway bonding proposition., The proposition

the people of Alaska voted on in 1960 read as follows:

"Shall the State of Alaska issue its general obligation bonds in the prin-

cipal sum of not to exceed $23,000,000 bearing interest at not to exceed 6%

per annum and maturing in not to exceed 30 years from date of issue for the
purpose of paying all or part of the cost of acquiring, constructing, equipping
and making necessary capital improvements to State ferries and ferry facilities,
and roads and highways.

—/
_'/ "

It was generally understood at the time the people voted on that bond issue,
that §15,000,000 would be utilized for construction of three State ferries
and terminals for the Inside Passage run; that $3,000,000 would be utilized
for construction of a State ferry for the Southwestern run to Kodiak; and
that $5,000,000 would be utilized to meet State matching fund obligations
for federal highway funds. The proposition was approved by the voters in
November, 1960, ‘

<
(U3
4]
~
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~

Then, in 1961, the Alaska Legislature enacted a Statute that became Chapter
142, Laws of Alaska, 1961, That Statute reads as follows:

"There is hereby appropriated from the Ferries, Roads and Highways Construction
Fund to the Department of Public Works (i.e. now Department of Highways) the
sume of $1,000,000 contingent on the availability of federal and highway match-
ing funds for new road construction. Emphasis is to be placed on connecting
centers of population to the State highway system that are not connected to

the system by ferry or road."

You will note that nowhere in the Statute is mention made of any specific
new road,

The proposition the people of Alaska approved in 1960 had no strings attached
as to what road funding the $5,000,000 in Highway bonds would be used for,
Chapter 142, Laws of Alaska, 1961, did not either specify any particular road.
But the 1961 Statute did provide that $1,000,000 of the bonding authorization
would be used to match federal aid funds for new road construction with the
emphasis on connecting centers of population to the State highway system,

Four million dollars of the 1960 Highway bond issue authorization has been
obligated to matching the regular federal aid funds. But Governor Egan has
insisted that the intent of the Legislature in enacting Chapter 142, 1961, was
for the specific purpose of providing matching funds for a road to Nome at such
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time as sufficient federal funds would become available to finance such a
matching fund road project. In 1961 we had high hopes that the Federal
Government would recognize the long years we had been neglected in the road-
building program while we were a Territory, and that a special additional
federal funding program for roads would soon be made available., We are
still trying to convince Washington, D, C., on that score,

Each year during budget review meetings, Governor Egan has stoutly protected
the Nome road in his insistence that legislative-intent in 1961 was to pro-
vide $1,000,000 in bond monies to match federal funds for such a road just

as soon as sufficient monies became available. Consequently, the $1,000,000
has not been diverted to general program matching. It is obvious that so

far as Governor Eﬁ an is concerned, the $1,000,000 in bonding authority will
continue to remain available for matchlng for Northwest area highway routing.
Strengthening the Governor's position as to intent of Chapter 142, Laws of
Alaska, 1961, is House Resolution No, 32 of that year., While House Resolution
No. 32 is strictly the expression of one House of the Legislature, nevertheless
it passed the House prior to final passage of the-bill that became Chapter 142,

I have recently read statements in the press quoting certain legislators as
indicating that the $1,000,000 in bonding fund monies had been diverted to
other projects., As you can see from the above explanation, there is not a
shred of truth to such aspersions. Governor Egan has seen to that.

It is exceptionally difficult to justify large expenditures for short mileages
of road unless feasibility projections rather clearly show that adequate
traffic volume will utilize such segments. I hope that our present survey and
feasibility study will ascertain that the newly northwest oriented development
progress has made the picture more promising., If we can logically establish
that building to certain control points will provide reasonable traffic and
economic development volumes between those points and the main system, perhaps
the overall programming difficulty can sooner be overcome,

-I hope this letter pretty well ccvers the logical questions you submitted in

your letter. And let me assurs you that those of us in the Department of High-
ways are very much interested in seeing a program developed that will open up
such vast potentially productive areas as the Northwest district and down the
Alaska Peninsula., The need is great, The cost is great., If we are going to
be able to expedite our goal, we must have a more realistic financial support
program - at least for the next decade. !

Best wishes to you and the people of Northwést Alaska.

Slncerely,
f} {/M/ 'Z‘LC/

/B, A. Campbell
' Acting Comm1551oner of Highways
CC: Governor Eagn Sen. Walsh Sen. Bradshaw Rep, Bill Ray Rep. Sheldon

Sen, Bartlett Sen. Blodgett Rep., Balone Rep. LeFevre Sen, Butrovich
Sen. Gruening Sen, Foster Rep, Stalker Rep. Skinner Sen. Pearson

Rep. Rivers Sen, Hopson Rep. Kerttula Rep. Taylor Sen, McNealy

Rep. Gravel Sen, Kilcher Rep. Guess Rep. Josephson Rep. Christiansen
Rep. Rader Rep., Sassarra Rep. Lottsfeldt K. Brandley Rep. Strandberg

State Chamber of Commerce - Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
Arctiq Circle Chamber of Commerce {
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A. WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA.
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MILTON R. YoUNG, N. DAK.
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MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE
THOMAS H. KUCHEL, CALIF.
ROMARN .. HRUSKA, NEBR.
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JOHN STENNIS, MISS. NORRIS COTTON, N.H.
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A. 5. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, U“/Qj
ALAN BIBLE, NEV.
ROBERT C. BYRD, W. VA. /4
GALE W, MC GEE, WYO. [, W
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. w(g} ¥

E. L. BARTLETT, ALASKA
WILLIAM FROXMIRE, WIS, - b

RALPH YARBOROUGH. TEX. December 22, 1965 #ngﬁwﬂi}g

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK
THOMAS J. SCOTT, ASST. CLERK

My, Zack P. Chichenoff
Ouzinkie, Alaska

Dear Mr. chichenoff:

Senator Bartlett is In Alaska and so I am writing
you in his behalf as well as Senator Greuning and
Representative Rivers.

You will recall, earlier this year you sent a
petition covering a number of items including resto-
ration of "our roads”. We took this matter up with a
number of federal agencies and enclose copies of
letters from the Alaska Department of Highways, the
0ffice of Emergency Planning and the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, '

With best wishes, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

Mary Lee Council
Administrative Assistant to
Senator Z. L. Bartlett

cc:

Hon. Ernest Gruening
Hon. Ralph J. Rivers
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STATE O? ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

WHLIAR A. EGAN, GOVERKOR

BOX 1841 — JUNEAU 99807

August 24, 1965
Re: 00-1722
Ouzinkie Roads

Honorable E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
Room 248

Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Bartlett:

Reference is made to your letter of July 14, 1965 and our 1nter1m reply of
July 21 concernlng the road repair work at OUalnkle.

The roads at Ouzinkie were inspected by officials of the State Highway Department
and the Bureau of Public Roads, It was found that the so-called roads consist of
trails or foot paths three to five feet wide and are used exclusively to walk or
carry supplies from one part of the village to the other. The vehicles at Quzinkie
consist of two or three bicycles, several small wagons, and a garden tractor. These
can hardly be considered roads in the strict sense of the word.

It is true that damage did occur to the foot of the path by tidal wave and tide
action due primarily to the lowering of the entire area. We estimate that ap-
proximately one-half mile of the path has been damaged, Repairs would require
cutting a new path into the side hill along the beach and protecting the outside
slope with riprap.. We estimate approximately five days work with the bulldozer
and 1500 cubic yards of riprap would be required to accomplish this. We also
noted that a trail has been cut to the top of the hill by the Public Health Serv-
ice for a water project they have underway. It is conceivable that this path
could be continued along the top of the hill. However, it would not serve the
village as well as the original location along the beach. There is no question
in our minds that damage did occur and repairs should be eligible under PL375.

We suggest that you inform the village of Ouzinkie to apply directly to the Of-

fice of Emergency Planning so that this can be resolved. This is not a Highway
problem, However, if we can be of further assistance,’ prOV1d1ng you any more

information, please let us know. S
Sincerely yours, b/////

I G

Comm1551oner of Highways




EXECUTIVE OFFLLE OF THE rrRESLULNL
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING
Washington, D.C. 20 %

- CoPY

September 3, 1965

Honorable E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Bartlett:

This is in response to your recent letter concerning
the possibility of PL 81-875 assistance for road repair
work at Ouzinkie, Alaska.

Under Public Law 875 we are authorized to provide
assistance in making emergency repairs and temporary
replacements of essential public facilities. We had the
situation at Ouzinkie investigated and have been informed
that the residents have restored the roads sufficiently
so that they have served the locality since the time of
the earthquake. Work in addition to that already performed
would be an improvement. We cannot, accordingly, approve
the item as a PL 875 project.

Sincerely,

Buford Ellington
Director

s oovopy of o Coorrment i the Avchives, raity of M‘W'ﬁ ‘Wi rhanks.

SEear {’E“( B
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
¢ JUNEAU AREA OFFICE
JUNEAU, ALASKA

December 15, 1965

Hon. E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
248 Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bartlett:

This has reference to our letter of October 1, 1965 regarding
the footpath or road at Ouzinkie.

Mr. W. 0. Craig, our Area Field Representative, has informed
us that the Public Health Service cleazred a path alongside -
the new waterline which was installed, but there is no
gravel on the cleared pzth. It can be used only for foot
traffic oxr a tracked vehicle. Due the the land status at
Ouzinkie we are unable to spend funds of our road program
to make Further improvements. e '

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd) S. W. Smith
Acting area Director

IN REPLY REFER TO:

i s
T OuIIX
Tt



WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR

STATE OF ALASHKA

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

)
April 14, 1965 i (7

J
BOX 1841 — JUNEAU ’ ~
éﬂ p?ﬁ” b
%}z (

Re: 00-2709

Mr, G. L. Thomas
Star Route
Kenai, Alaska

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Thank you for your letter of April 8, 1965 complaining about the
condition of the North Kenai Road,

I have received 'considerable correspondence, phone calls, telegrams,
etc., the past few days concerning this highway. Mr. Donald Stein,
my special assistant for operations, visited the area last Tuesday
and reviewed the conditions on the ground with various local citizens.
As Mr. Stein explained at that time, the first ten mile section from
the Wildwood Station to the oil refinery will be advertised for con-
struction bids in the very near future. Condemnation actions on the
remaining parcels of right of way are presently being filed and as
soon as these are filed we will be able to advertise the project.
The six miles north of the oil refinery is presently in the design
stage and should be ready to go to contract late next fall or early
next spring.

I am sorry that the people in the area have been inconvenienced as a
result of a severe back up this spring.

Very truly yours,

oy S

Commiss1oner of Highways

CcC: Senators Gruening § Bartlett , ,
Representative Rivers ST ,
Senator Kilcher
Representatives Metcalf § Tillion




ALASKA(DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS)

April 13, 19635

Mr, Donald A. McKinnon
Commigsioner
Dapartment of Highways
Box 1841

Juneau, Alaska, 99801 .
Dear Don:

The enclosed letter from Mr, Grady Thomas is self-
explanatory. Inasmuch as Thomas sent a like letter
to you, I enclose mine only for your ready reference.
Thomas has been informed that this matter is within
your jurisdiction and not one for consideration on
the Federal level., Therefore, I limit my remarks to
expragsing the hope that the North Kenal Road problem
will be solved in the near future,

Thanking you and with beat wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers,
Member of Congress




ALASKA (DEPT., OF HIGHWAYS)

April 13, 1965

Mr. G, L, Thomas
Star Routa
Kenai, Alaska

Dear Mr, Thomas!

Your letter of April 8 complaining of alowness in
blacktopping the North Kenai Road, addressed to me and
several others, has been received. I notice that

Mr. Donagld McKinnon, Alaska's Commissioner of Highways
is among those to whom you sent the letter, as well as
three State legislators.

You wers certainly on the right track in voicing your
complaint to those State authorities because the
allocation to particular projects of federal aid funds
made availabla to the State each year is a matter of
State jurisdiction. In other words our Senators and
I help get about $40 million of such Pederal funds
each year on a 95~5 matching basis for highway con—-
struction in Alaska of primary, secondary and urban
roads, but do not essay to tell the State administra~-
tion, after the State receives such money, where and
how to apply same, 1 know you will understand that

I would be "off-base", so to speak, if I interjected
myself into State administrative affairs, Neverthe-
less I will write McKinnon a line in your behalf ex-
pressing my interast in the timely solving of the
North Kenai Road problem,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers,
Member of Congress

)
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FILEV: STATE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

May 12, 1966

Honorable Arthur P, Knight
Mayor of Cordova '
Alaska
Dear Mr. Kaight:
‘Thank you for sending copy of Resolution 66-16
relaltive to a road from Portage to Whittier, I had

Mo O"‘-"‘:“"JW\ e~ B
previously received a communication from ﬁten@‘aska o "’gj/fv,*

Sport-Pish-and-GawmeInstitute on this same mattexr
and have suggested that meetings with State Highway
Comissioner McKinnon and Regiomal Engineer
William J, Niemi of the Bureau of Public Roads might
be helpful,
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

Ralpﬁ J. Rivers,
Member of Congreas




WARREN G. MAGNUSON, WASH,, CHAF’”‘“’H
JOHN O, PASTORE, R.l. NORRIS COT{ “NJH.

£

A. S, MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, THRUSTON B."MORTON, KY. .
STROM THURMOND, S.C. HUGH SCOTT, PA.
FRANK J, LAUSCHE, OHIO WINSTON L. PROUTY, VT.

CLAIR ENGLE, CALIF.

RALPH YARBOROQUGH, TEX, J. GLENN BEALL, MD.
) Vlnited Hiafes Denafle

E. L. BARTLETT, ALASKA

VANCE HARTKE, IND,

GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE
PHILIP A, HART, MICH.

HOWARD W, CANNON, NEV,

EDWARD JARRETT, CHIEF CLERK

May 6, 19696

Mayor Arthur 2. Knight
Cordova
Alaska

Dear Mr., Knight:

Thank you for sending copy of Resolution 56=-16
relative to a road from Portage to Whittier., I
had previously received a communication from the Alaska
Sport Fish and Game Institute on this same matter and
have suggested that meetings with State- Highway Commissioner
McKinnon and Regional Engineer William J, Niemi of the
Bureau of Public Roads might be helpful. I am sending
them copies of the resolution and am also sending a
copy to Joseph H. FitzGerald at Anchorage who is Chairman
of the Federal Field Committee for Development Planning.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

E. L. Bartlett

ce: Mr., Donald A. McKinnon
Mr, William J. Niemi
Mr. Joseph H., FitzCerald
Hon. Ernest Gruening
vV Hon. Ralph J. Rivers

MAY S 1968
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CITY OF CORDOVA
CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574
“Ghe Friendly (City”

RESOLUTTON No. 66-16

WHEREAS the Citv of Cordova deems it cxnedicnt to construct a
road, continuing from the Seward Highwav at Portage to Whittier,
Alaska, and

WHEREAS the Department of Defensce has deemed it necessarv that a
nipeline be constructed for transport of netrolcum nroducts from
Whittier, Alaska to military bases adjacent to Anchorage, Alaska,

NOW THEREFORL BT IT RESOLVED by the Citv Council of Cordova, Alaska,
that the Devnartment of Dcfense, the Department of Interior, and

the Denartment of Agriculture he urged te construct a road, continuing
from the Seward Highwav at Portage to Whitticr, Alaska, in conjunction
with the pipeline project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that construction of such road would be
justified in that:

~

1. Military effort would be aided by such road in installation and
maintenance of the nipeline.

2 Port of Whittier access would be continued if disaster were to

L.

occur in the railroad tunnel.

3. Prince William Sound and Crecater Anchoragec residents would be
interlinked via surfacec vechicle travel by a distance within 60 land
miles rather than the precscnt 300 land miles, with Alaska Marine
Highwav connections.

4, The economy of earthavake stricken Prince William Sound would
be accelerated by market access for the vast untouched natural
resources of Prince William Sound.

5. An extrcmelv attractive recreation travel routc would be
established via the Clenn Highwav-Richardson liighwav to Valdez,
with return via Alaska 'arine Hichwav to Whittier and thence back

to Anchorage.

6. All of magnificent Prince William Sound's scenic 3700 miles

of shoreline would have surface vehicle access to owners and
opcrators of nlcasure craft in the Greate r Anchorasc area with

the same access to the Sound's unlimited deer, mountain goat, bear
and m1qratory bird hunting, as well as unllmlteu snort flsnlnn

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS ﬁ ;,4%"'_{)AY or %4% 1966 .

1 > -
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= X=X BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
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May 6, 1966

Mr, Ron L, Rettig

President

Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
Post office Dox 71

Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Dear Romn:

Your transmittal to me of a copy of the resolution passed
by the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute concerning
the proposed highway to Whittler is much appreciated,

I will, of course, discuss this matter with the two
Senators. In the meantime, I would suggest that you
meet with State Highway Director McKinnon and Regional
Engineer William J, Niemi of the Bureau of Public Roads,
as the matter will be handled by their respective
offices,

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress
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TOM FINK, TREASURER

DIRECTORS

DAVE ROBINSON
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DON DAFOE
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The Honorable Ralph Rivers
House of Representatives
Washington, D. GC.

i,

ALASKA SPORT FISH and GAME INSTITUTE

BOX 71 > » » > ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

LC
Miﬂf

April 29, 1966

Dear Representative Rivers:

May we respectfully request your attention to the attached

copy of a resolution adopted last evening by the Board of Directors of

the Alaska Sport Fish and

Game Institute,

An expression of your views on the subject of the resolution,

a proposed road to Whittier, Alaska, will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Y. ff

Ron L. Rettig, Pre31dent

ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME INSTITUTE
P. 0. Box 71

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

MAY 2 1966




= : STATE Z“PARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

April 15, 1966

Mr. Donald A, McKinnon
Cormissioner
Department of Highways
Box 1841
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Mr, McKinnon:

William I, Waugaman, General Manager of the Usibelli
Coal Mine, has sent me & copy of the letter and petition
he directed to you regarding the need for a bridge across
the Nenana River at Healy Forks, It would be much
appreciated if you would send Mr, Rivers — who is now
in Alaska - a copy of your reply to Mr, Waugaman,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Donald R, Greeley
Administrative Assistant to
Ralph J. Rivers, M, C,




= STATE. PARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

April 15, 1966

Mr., William I, Waugaman

General Manager

Usibelli Coal Mine, Incorporated
Box 847

Ffairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Bill:

Ralph is in Alaska and in his absence I acknowledge receipt
of a copy of the April 7 letter you addressed to Highway
Commissioner McKinnon — and the accompanying petition —
concerning the need for a bridge across the Nenana River

at Healy Forks,

While this is a matter under the jurisdiction of the
State Government of Alaska, rather than the Federal
government, I am glad to assist you by writing to
Commissioner McKinnon regarding your request, I hope
this will be helpful in securing favorable results for

you.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

Donald R, Greeley
Administrative Assistant to
Ralph J. Rivers, M, C,




April 7, 1966

Mr. D, ﬁ. McKinnon
Commissioner of Highways
West 7th & D Street
Junesu, Alaske

Degr Mr. McKinnon:

I an enclosing 2 potitlion contasining 202 names of sdults requesting
e highwey bridge be conaetructad across the Nenane River ai_Hesly Forks,
Aleska. These people are the residents of the three isoleted coal mining
communities on thg Heely River namely Suntrana, Usibelli and Oripple Creek.

At the preseny time Golden Vallsy Flectric Asgocistion 1z comstrueting
g fifteen milllon doller coal-~Tired power plant on the iscleted side of the
Nenana River, 4 fifty-family community will be constructed this summer to
suppert thie rower facility along with 8 hundred-men constructionccampe I
estimate thet within two yesrs there will be at least five hundred people
1iving on the wrong side of the Nenare River thet will not hsve i¢ccess to
Alaskas highwavy system for the lack of a bridge.

The only besic industry on Alaskas Railbeit ure the cosl nines in the
Healy Valley. Alomg uith the vast ooal reasrves the valley has lsrge depcsits
of high grade pvottery claey, wmountsins of ssnd and gravel, plenty of water,
plug & low=-cost powver Suprly. The only thing that is presmently stifeling
the growth of this ares ig its inaceoesszbility by highway. Thir inaccesssblility
is a1l 8 very costly iiem to the operatore of the mines and the‘ponstructars

o

of the Povrer Flante

It is my wadergisnding th:t wore than $125,000,000,00 will be expended
cons tructing the highwey that persliels the Alsske Fzilrosd from Felmer to
Rerana, To me iv is rather ironical thst the lsrgest populetion area for
this 275 niles distance cennet nse the yroad for the lack of ¢ bridge. If this
highwsy is to justify this expenditure 4t csn do so only if appropriete feeder
gccess roads ere comsiructsd te the populstion centers.

We request that your office do everything possible to expedite the
ccnstruction of & highwey bridge scross the Nemana at Healy Forks.

Sinmrely,
Usibslli Goel Mine, Inc.

co: Senator E. L. Bartlett
Mr., We Jo Niemi Williem I, Weugamen
Mr. Lowell K. Bridwell General Manager
Honoreble Aslph J. Rivers



RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ALASKAN .SPORT FISH AND GAME
INSTITUTE URGING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPLE-USE ROADWAY TO WHITTIER, ALASKA

WHEREAS', 'the /Alaska Millitary is :scheduled Wo wconstruct a petroleum pipe=
tine from Whittier, Alaska,, to tle miilliitesyy basess nearr Aicharage: fort critical.
defense needs;. and!

ELE AR therve do no access to the Port of Thiioao case Dhuun, o
tunnels of the ¢&!.aske Riilroad, and

WHEREAS a highway would serve as an alterncte route in the event the
tunnel became impassable, and

WHEREAS the Rcilroad questions the joint use of the tunnel to the extent
that it has submitted the question of safety of such an installation to the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, and

WHEREAS an extension of the Portage Glacier highway to Whittier, about

three and one-half miles, would provide the only safe alternate pipeline route to
Whittier, and

WHEREAS the concurrent installation of the pipeline adjacent to the road-

bed would result in a much lower per mile road cost than would otherwise be possible
and

WHEREAS such a highway extension would serve also to open up the Port of
Whittier to automobile traffic, and

WHEREAS such opening would make possible surface transportation for the
development of commerce between the communities of Prince William Sound and the
most heavily populated region of Alaska, the Cook Inlet area, and

/
;o WHEREAS Whittier is a completely ice free port accessible by water to
all of Prince William Sound, a vast area of protected waters having 3700 miles of
timbered shoreline and hundreds of timbered islands, and

WHEREAS Prince William Sound is an immense.storehouse of scenic beauty
holding almost totally untapped resources for recreational hunting and fishing not
presently available for such recreational use by Alaskan and visitor enmjoyment, and

WHEREAS construction of an automobile route to Whittier would greatly
facilitate the construction of the military pipeline and at the same time open the
area as a tremendous visitor and recreatioral attraction,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
does hereby urge the Honorable Senator E. L. (Bob) Bartlett, the Honorable Senator
Ernest Gruening, the Honorable Representative Rzlph Rivers, the Honorable Secretary
of Defense McNamara, the Honorable Secretary of Interior Udall, the Honorable
Secretary of Agriculture Fireeman and the Honorable William A. Egan, Governor of
Alaska, to marshall all possible resources for the prompt construction of an auto-
mobile route to the Port of Whittier, Alaska, for the use of the military, parti-
cularly for pipeline construction, for the development of tourism, for the
commercial development of the vast fish, timber and mineral resources of Prince
Williem Sound and for opening the greatest natural hunting and fishing area of
America to the 67,000 holders of Alaska hunting and fishing licenses and the vast
numbers of other sporis-minded Americans.

Adopted unanimously April 28, 1966
by Board of Directors
ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME INSTITUTE




RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME
INSTITUTE URGING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPLE-USE ROADWAY TO WHITTIER, ALASKA

WHEREAS the Alaska Military is scheduled to construct a petroleum pipe-
line from Whittier, Alaska, to the military bases neasr Anchorage for critical
defiense needs, and

WHEREAS there is no access to the Port of Whittier save through the
tunnels of the Alaska Rzilroad, and

WHEREAS a highway would serve as an alternzte route in the event the
tunnel became impassable, and

WHEREAS the Rcilroad questions the joint use of the tunmnel to the extent
that it has submitted the question of safety of such an installation to the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, and

WHEREAS an extension of the Portage Glacier highway to Whittier, about
three and one-half miles, would provide the only safe 2lternate pipeline route to
Whittier, and

WHEREAS the concurrent installation of the pipeline adjacent to the road-

bed would result in a much lower per mile road cost than would otherwise be possible
and

WHEREAS such a highway extension would serve also to open up the Port of
Whittier to automobile traffic, and

WHEREAS such opening would make possible surface transportatioﬁ for the
development of commerce between the communities of Prince William Sound and the
most heavily populated region of Alaska, the Cook Inlet area, and

WHEREAS Whittier is a completely ice free port accessible by water to
all of Prince William Sound, a vast area of protected waters having 3700 miles of
timbered shoreline and hundreds of timbered islands, and ‘

WHEREAS Prince William Sound is an immense storehouse of scenic beauty
holding almest totally untapped resources for recrezational hunting and fishing not
presently available for such recreational use by Alaskan and visitor enjoyment, and

WHERFAS construction of an automobile route to Whittier would greatly
facilitate the construction of the military pipeline and at the same time open the
area as a tremendous visitor and recreational attiraction,

NCOW THFREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Imstitute
does hereby urge the Honorable Senator E. L. (Bob) Bartlett, the Honorable Senator
Ernest Gruening, the Honorable Representative Rzlph Rivers, the Henorable Secretary
of Defense McNamara, the Honorable Secretary of Interior Udall, the Honorable
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman and the Honorable William A. Egan, Governor of
Alaska, to marshall all possible resources for the prompt construction of an auto-
‘mobile route to the Port of Whittier, Alaska, for the use of the military, parti-
cularly for pipeline construction, for the development of tourism, for the
commercial development of the vast fish, timber and mineral resources of Prince
Wiiliam Sound and for opening the greatest natural huniing and fishing avea of
America to the 67,000 holders of Alaska hunting and fishing licenses and the vast
numbers of other sporis-minded Americans.

Adopted unanimously April 28, 1966
by Board of Directors
ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME INSTITUTE
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AT de Ge JRTLArSOn,
Frasidant,
Corgova Shambay of Comperos,
2, 3. 30 99,
Cordava, alaska
Jeay dr. Jatcavson:
wich refevence o your letter of aApril 3G,
with enclosuras, zelative Lo a1 road Zrom Poriage

to Yhistier and stressing continued a2mphasis on

b

tha Uopper {ver Hdighway, I am enclosing copy
of latter wrilten ths other day to Hayor Hoighe.
Thank rou for keeping me advised,

With best wighes, I

L0 den., Zrmest Gruaning
don. dalph J. idvers

" MAY 1 1%6

e MAY 12 1966
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6=1 Roads (Whittier)
ELB:MLC/dh

CO

My 6, 1965

vzk g{:.t Art?ar 2. Falght

Da 138 ‘p»hq &zi&g‘ti

Thank you for g0 Hng topy of Resolution 66-10
relative to 2 sood fposn Portage o Whiszier. X
had previously r@m*wr’ a eommsnication from the Alaska
Sport Fish am! Gune Inst s‘fui:e cir this szue mattar and
hawe suggested that moar %
MeRinaon and Regicoal Hog .,.z‘.’;:m: ¥1illigm J. Hiczml of tha
Jurase of Public Aouds oight ba haelp ,q‘,l. 1 zs gending
thom coples of che ressluzion and & also sead i;;ﬂ a
copy to Joseph Ha Filizferald ag Aacaa..w,a wha iz Chalrman
of the Fodarsl Fleld Copmitiica fov Develupment Plunaing,

4
-
i
debn

Hith Degt wishes, X o

Sincurely youcs,

¢gs Mr. Domald a?s. YeXKinnon
Me, Villiam J. Hiond
Hr. Jogseph M. PitzCacald
Hone Erxness Cruening
oo, Ralph J, Aiveus

with State Highway Commiszsionsr
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FILE: STATE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

May 18, 1966

Mr., W, H, Scott

President

Greater Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
304 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear My, Scott:

Thank you for sending copy of Resolution 66-16
relative to a road from Portage to Whittier, I had
previously received a commmication from Mayor Knight
of Cordova on this same matter and have suggested that
meetings with State Highway Commissioner McKinnon
and Regional Engineer William J, Niemi of the Bureau
of Public Roads might be helpful,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers,
Member of Congress
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Anchorage Chamber of Commerce

304 G STREET PHONE
ANCHORAGE., ALASKA BRoADWAY 8-1711

May 9, 1966

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives

Room 541

Cannon House O0ffice Building
Washington, D. C. '

My dear Mr. Rivers:

Within fifty-five miles of Anchorage, Alaska, lies an area

which is referred to as a 'Billion Dollar Recreation Area' -
Prince William Sound. Presently, the Chugach Mountain Range
separates Anchorage residents from this area, with the exception
of a freight-cargo rail connection operated by the Alaska Railroad
that runs through a narrow glaciated barrier of three and one-
half miles. Tunnels have been utilized to garmer access by the
railroad; however, to date, a question of safety has kept the
Alaska Railroad from allowing jdint use of the present access,
other than regular scheduled freight trains into the area.

The purpose of this letter is to apprise you of recent announce-
ments by the Alaska Military to construct a petroleum pipeline
from Whittier, Alaska, to the military bases near Anchorage
and\to ask yow support - and that of your good offices - to
assist us in obtaining an automobile route into this tremendous
recreation and natural resource area.

The attached Resolution adopted by the Alaska Sport Fish and
Game Institute merely reiterates our Chamber's viewpoint and
will give you further pertinent details about the desirability
of having public access to this important area.

Any assistance you can possibly give this project will be ap-
preciated.

2;2?1%

W. H. Scott
President

\ﬂﬁx 1§3Y366

Febies

PLEASE REPLY AIRMAIL




RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF BIRECTORS OF THE ALASKAN .SPORT.FISH AND' GAME
INSTITUTE URGING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPLE-USE ROADWAY TO WHITTIER, ALASKA

WHEREAS', 'the :Alaska Millitary iis :scheduled it construct a petroleum pipe=
line from Whittier, Alaska,, to the milllitasyy baswess nearr Aschar age: fort critical.
defense needs;,, andt

LA tlerye de no accese to the Port of Thiiiios cave Lhvon o Lo
tunnels of the Al.aske Rorlroad, and

WHEREAS a highway would serve as an alternste route in the event the
tunnel became impassable, and

WHEREAS the Rzilroad questions the joint use of the tunnel to the extent
that it has submitted the question of safety of such an installation to the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, and

WHEREAS an extension of the Portage Glacier highway to Whittier, about
three and one-half miles, would provide the only safe zlternate pipeline route to
Whittier, and

WHEREAS the concurrent installation of the pipeline adjacent to the road-

bed would result in a much lower per mile road cost than would otherwise be possible
and '

WHEREAS such a highway extension would serve also to open up the Port of
Whittier to automobile traffic, and

WHEREAS such opening would make possible surface transportation for the
development of commerce between the communities of Prince Williasm Sound and the
most heavily populated region of Alaska, the Cook Inlet area, and

P WHEREAS Whittier is a completely ice free port accessible by water to
all of Prince Williem Sound, a vast area of protected waters having 3700 miles of
timbered shoreline and hundreds of timbered islands, and ’

WHEREAS Prince WilliamvSOund is an immense storehouse of scenic beauty
holding almost totally untapped resources for recreational hunting and fishing not
presently available for such recreational use by Alaskan and visitor enjoyment, and

WHEREAS construction of an automobile route to Whittier would greatly
facilitate the construction of the military pipeline and at the same time open the
area as a tremendous vigitor and recreational attraction,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
does hereby urge the Honorable Senator E. L. (Bob) Bartlett, the Honorable Senator
Ernest Gruening, the Honorable Representative Rzlph Rivers, the Honorable Secretary
of Defense McNamara, the Honorable Secretary of Interior Udall, the Honorable
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman and the Honmorable William A. Egan, Governor of
Alaska, to marshall all possible resources for the prompt construction of an auto-
mobile route to the Port of Whittier, Alaska, for the use of the military, parti-
cularly for pipeline construction, for the development of tourism, for the
commercial development of the wvast fish, timber and mineral resources of Prince
Williem Sound and for opening the greatest natural hunting and fishing area of
America to the 67,000 holders of Alaska hunting and fishing licenses and the vast
numbers of other sporis-minded Americans.
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CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ,, CHAIRMAN

RICHARD B, RUSSELL, GA.
ALLEN J. ELLENDER, LA.
LISTER HILL, ALA.

JOHN L. MC CLELLAN, ARK.
A. WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS,
MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK.

KARL E. MUNDT, S, DAK.
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE

WARREN G. MAGNUSON, W‘ASH. ::‘::::JSL':';{};zgii‘."NiABLRIF' ?J cniieb ’%fa{ez %ena{e

SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA,
JOHN STENNIS, MISS.
JOHN 0. PASTORE, R.l.

A. S, MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA,

ALAN BIBLE, NEV.

ROBERT C. BYRD, W, VA,
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO,
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT.
E. L. BARTLETT, ALASKA
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS,
RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX.

GORDON ALLOTT, COLO,

NORRIS COTTON, N.H.
GCLIFFORD P, CASE, N.J. COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Moy 17, 1966

THOMAS J, SCOTT, CHIEF CLERK
WM, W, WOODRUFF, ASST. CHIEF CLERK

Hr. Yo He Scott

Freglident

Sreater Anchorage Chambar of
Loemwerce

304 G 3trect

Anchovsse, Alashks

Deox Mp. Scotf:

Raforence is made to your letter of Hay 9
mzasiwwmmmﬁma&aﬁimm
to dhittier, Enclosed ig copy of sells
m}mkmmxmmmmm
Enight of Cordovs o this subiject.

Wich best wishan, 1 aa

Sinceruly yours,

oo Mr. Domald A, MeHinnon
Mr. Joseph H. FitzCervald
Hon. Ermest Gruening
Hone Balph J. Rivers
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Prasidany,
Cordova Shambar of Commarce,
2, 0. 3oz 99,
Cordova, Alaska . .
Lear Mr. ?setarm‘ e sEv ool aiinn el

wiﬁx eﬂxerm t:a yam: laztm: 9:: éspril 3&, |
with sncleaurea. mla:ive m a ma& fm i’areage .
to @Jhisciez ané at:ressiag cmtinwad waasis an
the Gapmr kiver: mgzmy, I m mteamg cepy
of latter w'iztaa zsza ather :Iay aner %tnight:. R
Thank you fox a@eping me advia&iv.»

- Hith best wighes, I am
Sinecarely yours,

T "E. L. Bartlett
€C: Hon. Ermeat Gruening
Hon. Ralph J. Rivers

- MAY 1 1966
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June 5, 1962 %1/V L

Mr, Frank Titus
Kokrines, Alaska

Dear Mr, Titus:

Thank you for your letter of May 28th in which you urge the
construction of the proposed highway between Fairbanks and
Nome. This is a good idea which should eventually be real=-
ized,

Since Alaska became a States, the responsibility for highway
construction rests with the State Government and not with
the Federal Government as it did under territorial status,.
Although the Federal Govermment contributes generously

(437 1/2 million per year) for road construction in Alaska,
under the Federal Aid Highway Act, the State Division of
Highways exercises the authority of allocating the money

for specific projects from year to year as the State high-
way system is developed., Therefore, it would be my suggestion
that you write to the Division of Highways, Box 1841, Juneau,
for information as to the proposed highway between Fairbanks
and Nome,

You may be sure I will continue to support the Federal Aid
Highway Program which is so helpful to Alaska,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress

v of Alaskea
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ERNEST GRUENING GEORGE SUNDBORG
ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W.BEASER

o scn Wlnifed Slafes Denafe LECISLATIVE AssisTANT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 3, 1962

Mr. Hugh J. Wode
Secretary of State
State of Alaska
Capitol Bullding
Juneau, Alasks

Dear Hugh:

In the asbsence of Senator Gruening I enclose copies of letiers
received from P. D. Hanson, Alaska Regiopal Forester, and from Edvard P.
Cliff, Chief of the Forest Service, concerning Senale Joint Resclutlon
No. 63. Senator Gruening is hendling this matter for the entire Alaska

 delepation. T
l\______o___,.._

The very first step toward the realization of o forest highway--
a "mrouwp bY rosd under the Federsl AId Highway Act of 19589--is the placement
of the proposed highway on the forest higmeay program. ‘This designation
is mads by state officials.

As you perhaps know, there are two kinds of highways that are
built in the national forests. One is a forest development road, a type
of highway tuilt with funds appropriated to the Department of Agriculture,
and the other 15 & forest highway, the kind of road mentioned above. The
funds for this latter type of road are gppropriated to the Department of
Commerce; the rosd is built by the Buresu of Public Roads.

The best informastion avellable to me ig that the Reswrrection
River Highway has not been included in the Forest Highwey Study required
by section 3(b) of the Federsl Aid Highwoy Act of 1958. I am corresponding
directly with Mr. Donald A. MeKinnon, the Alaska Highwey Commissicner, to
ageertain the status of this highway. If it 1s not ldsted on the highwsy
study 1t must be placed there before any funds can be allocated by the
Department of Commerce. After this initial step is taken by the State we
cen go foruard with efforts to garner en adequate appropriation.

In his testimony before the Subcommittee on Interior and Related
Agencies during March of this year Senator Cruening made a strong plea for
additional forest highway funds. He indloated, with a striking compil~
lation of the funds allocated to forest highvmy comstruction in every
state of the Union, that Alaska, with the greatest forest acreage, receives
the least forest funds. We are trying to remedy thls diserimination.
Inclosed are the tear sheets of the Senator's testimony.

T}WY& Sincerely yours,

y Archives, U

Enclosures HERBERT W. BEASER PR
bec: Senator Bartlett P
Representative Rivers ;" LA




ERNEST GRUENING £ = GEORGE SUNDEORG

ALASKA - o ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W. BEASER
Box 1001 0{ b %{ £ 3 1 LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT
JUNEAU, ALASKA ?JC’W‘K e & 95 ena e
WASHINGTON. D.C.
July 3, 1962

Senator Irwvin L. Motealf
Box 54
Seyerd, Alaska

Desy Ivv:

In the absence of Senator Gruening I enclose copies of
letters received froum P. D. Honson, Alaska Reglonal Forester, snd from
Ehaed 2. CLIPP, Chilef of the Forest Serviece, congerning Senate Joind
Resolution . 63. Senator Gruening is bandling this matbter for the
entire Alsska delegnbtion.

The very first stop towmrds the reslissiion of s forest
higiney--a "growp b road under the Federsl Ald Highwey Act of 1953w
is the placement of the proposed highwey on the forest highey program.
This designetion is mede by stote officials.

' Az you perhaps lmow, there sre two Linds of highways that
aze btuilt 1o e petional forests. Ooe 18 o forest development road,

g type of higwey tuwllt with Dunds eporopristed to the Depaxtzent of
Agriculture; apd the other i 2 forest highway, the kind of yomd
mentioned sbove. The funds for this latber type of road are eppropvisted
to the Department of Comperce; the ryoad is aild by the Burean of Public

The best Inforwation aveilsble o w is that the Resurrection

River Hghwey hos oot been included in the Forest Highway Study required
by seetion 3(b) of the Federal Ald Highway Aot of 1958. I sm corve-

gponding directly with Mr. Dopald A. HeKimnon, the Alscks Hiphhny

- Commdegioney, to ascertain the stotus of this highway. If it 13 not
listed on the highwey study it must be plsceed there before any funds

can be allocated by the Department of Commwgree. After this initial step

is taken by the Btate we can go forwvard with efforte to gamer an adequate
gppropriation.

In his testisony before the Subcomaitics on Interior and Reloted
Agencies during Mareh of this year Senetor Gruening nede a strong plea for
additional forest highwey funds. He indicated, with a striluing compl-
lation of the funds allocated to forest higiney construction in overy
state of the Union, that Alaska, with the greatest forest ocreapge,
recoives the least forest funds. Ye are trying 4o remedy this diserimi-
nation. Inclogsed are the sesr sheets of the Senator's testimony.

e  singeraly yours,
ab o docnment in the Avchives, Undversity of Alaska Fairbanks,

earch. The researcher

sriorhE provisinge

Zpelosures HERBERT W. BRASER
bee: Mr. Donald A. MeKinmon Senator Bartlett, Rep. Rivers “




S 1—;: £ GEORGE SUNDBORG

ERNEST GRUENING
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ALASKA S e

HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W. BEASER

Box 1001 /’a’lcﬂi{eh ;%{a{eﬁ &ena{e LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

JUNEAU, ALASKA
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 3, 1962

Mr. Donald A. McKionon, Director
Division of Highways

Department of Public Works

P. Q. Box 1341

Junepu, Alsska

Dear . EﬁKimcn

In the absence of Senabor Gruening I sm writing in
behalf of the enbire Alaghka delegation ahout the Resurrecthlon
River Highwny proposed in Senate Joint Resolution No. 63,

T adonted by ﬁw Alaska Leglslature in its last session.

I"‘ iswtmdmtandinsth&ttmfmt gtep in the
construction of a forest highway is 4o inelude the proposed
rosd in the Forest Highway Study required by section 3(b) of
the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1958. The best information I
have is that the Resurvection Highwey is nof included in the
current forest atudy. Before the delsgation cen tske steps to
secure funds for this project it must be put on the list.
Would you plegase advise me of the status of the Resurrection
River Higlumy and of the State's ressoning on this subject.

I onclose a ecopy of the letter writben to Senator
I&ualf, the gponsor of the Senste resoluiion, as well as
coples of relative correspondence from P. D. Hanson, the
Alaska Reglonal Forester, and from Edward P. CLILT, Chiel of
the Dervice. I hope we can coordinate thisg involived matter
and realize some Progress.

Sincerely yours,

HERBERT W. BEASER

Enclosures

bee: Senator Bartlett
Representative Rivers Jf.—"

is is 2 copy of a (?m cument fn the Ammv 5, Um‘v#rszfy of Alasks Tatrhanke,
;,'> ot a1 Uf\
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ac;mcutf‘x?és
FOREST SERViICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REFLY REFER TO

5619

Youry 7afsrence’
5714782

dswsreble Exvest Oruening
Inized Ftstes Zeuste
w&agm 2..%, 30‘ g'

Pouay Jemater Sruemiags

Thera ure twe types of ferest regds provided fzw in Ticle 23 of the
United 3tstes Lode. One type 12 defined a8 3 veed of primsvy isper~
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UMITED 3TATES DEPARTMENT OF AkiRl(;ULYURiE
FOREST SERVICE
/ 8cx 1631

JuNEAU, ALagxa -

iN REPLY REFER TO

5610
- May 31, 1962

ATRMAIL

Honorable Zrnest Cruening
United States Senate
- Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Gruening:

I have received a copy of Mr. Harper'®s letter o you, dated May 25, in
which ] was asked to write to you direct about State Senate Joint Reso-
lution No. 53,

The proposed Resurrection River highway was considered in the forest
highway planning meeting last fall. As a result of this consideration, the
Bureau of Public Roads made a reconnaissance study of the proposed route.
This study :ndicates that construction on this location is physically feasible.
The 37.3 miles of road would cost $8.5 million. It would shorten the exist-
ing route between Seward and Homer by 11.6 miles. While there are no
physical obstacles to construction of this road, the financing of such a road
at the existing !level of both the Forest Highway and Forest Development
Road Programs presents 2 gizable problem. It would require the combined
resources of both programs over a five-year period to construct this one
road.

With the more pressing road needs in other locations,  am sure you will
agree that the ralative priority of this road 13, at present, rather low and
must remain 3o for the foreseeable future,.

Sincerely yours,

P. D. HANSON

Regional Forester

S s
S '{?up‘}'

Covwta Nirmess borewiord Progreny
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
Box 1631
JUNEAU, ALASKA
5610
May 31, 1962
AIRMAIL

Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Gruening:

I have received a copy of Mr., Harper's letter to you , dated May 25, in
which I was asked to write to you direct about State Senate Joint Reso-
“lution No. 63,

The proposed Resurrection River highway was considered in the forest

highway planning meeting last fall. As a result of this consideration, the
Bureau of Public Roads made a reconnaissance study of the proposed route.
This study indicates that construction on this location is physically feasible.
The 37.3 miles of road would cost $8.5 million. It would shorten the exist-
ing route between Seward and Homer by 11.6 miles. While there are no
physical obstacles to construction of this road, the financing of such a road
at the existing level of both the Forest Highway and Forest Development

Road Programs presents a sizable problem. It would require the combined
resources of both programs over a five-year period to construct this one
road.,

With the more pressing road needs in other locations, I am sure you will
agree that the relative priority ot this road is, at present, rather low and
must remain so for the foreseeable future.

Sincerely yours,

P. D. HANSON
Regional Forester
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May 25, 1962
Your reference:
5/14/62

Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senate
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Senator Gruening:

There are two types of forest roads provided for in Title 23 of the
United States Code. One type is defined as a road of primiary impor-
tance for the protection, administration, and utilization of the
National Forests. Roads of this type are called forest development
roads. They are built by the Forest Service with funds appropriated
to the Department of Agriculture. There is no need for a forest
development road up the Resurrection River Valley. Therefore such

a road is not included in the transportation plan for the Chugach
National Forest.

The other type of forest road provided for in Title 23 is defined as
a road of primary importance to. the State or to the counties and
communities within and near the National Forests. Roads of this. type
are called forest highways. They are built by the Bureau of Public
Roads with funds appropriated to the Department of Commerce.

There is need for a forest highway up the Valley as described in
Resclution No. 63. We understand that consideration was given to
including such a road in the Forest Highway Study which was required
by section 3(b) of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1958, However, for
reasons unknown to us it was not so included.

Regional Forester Hanson, at Juneau, acts for the Forest Service on
forest highway matters for Alaska. We are asking him to write you
direct on the prospects for designating and improving a forest highway
up the Valley., If you have any questions after hearing from Mr. Hanson,
please let us know,

The rcad allocations in the Development Program For The National
Forests are for forest development reads. They do not include any
funds for forest highways. The allocations are based on requirements
for protection and needs for multiple-use development to meet the
demands for the products and services of the National Forests during
Fiscal Years 1963-1972. For these purposes the construction and re-
construction of 371 miles of forest development roads at an estimated

Fniversity of Alasks Pairbanks,

coh. The researcher




cost of $26 million is needed in Alaska and is provided for in the
Development Program.

We are glad of the opportunity to comment on the resolution of the
Senate of Alaska. We deeply appreciate the interest of the officers
and members of the Legislature and their support of the National Forest
Program in the State of Alaska. '

Your copy of the resolution is enclosed.
Sincerely yours,

EDWNARD P. CLIFF, Chief

By V. L. Harper

Enclosure

Sty sy L.
BENTES Tl resn
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Br. vasd P, (3liff, CHief
Forest 3arvias

Departmant of Agrisultura
Waashington %. De Co

Pear W, C11528

On bshal? of the Alesln delagation I enslose
herevith a resoluticn pecsed by the legilslature of the
. Btate of Alsska urging development of a roed into the
Beseumrrection River Vallay mesr Zeward in srder to open
that very scenic ares to touriss and forest davelopsant.
This appeers %o e ea sxipgnltly worilndille projest
vhdah I violehsartedly enderse.

' - As you po doubt respeder, &t the snpropristien
hesarings cn naticnal forests I sulmitted tables of funds
allotted ¢to each state for rcad ¢cnstrustion in the
netionel fordsts end indlcsted thet Alsaks received @
proporiionately sanller shers than any other state .
vhile yat bharboring almcst the greztest naticnal forest
esresge of any etats in the Unica., Tha dovelopagat of
forest romds through Alesia’s naticsal forests hss -
provesded st stuil's psece aad this, of oturse, contiouse
t¢ be & hindrence to using the foreste fov purposes of

' trise eod ellviculture boths

If it 4is pozalble “o osaypsnse vork this yesr
- on the Resurvestion River Valley road, that wold e
¢plandid. If net, however, I urgs that thies he very
sariouely considered as ons of next year's yriority
rrojeats.

With every good viah, I rexalin

“Eaclosure
. heeyr Mr, Hugh J. Wade
Senator Irwin L, Metcalf
Senator Bartlett . /
Representative Rivers [ L
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May 17, 1962

Mr, Hugh J, ¥Wade
Secretary of State
State of Alaska
Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Hugh:

Enclosed herewith are copies of letters
I have sent on behalf of the Alaska delegation
~to the various appropriate agencies concerning
llouse Joint Resolutions Nos, 35, 54, and 77 and
Senate Joint Resolutions Nos, 63 and 66,

» The ideas contained all seem valuable
and worth working forj; you can he sure we wil]
do cur bhest,

With every good wish, 1 remain

Cordially yours,

ERNEST GRUENING, U.S.S5,

Fnclosures

bcc: Senator Bartlett
Representative Rivers &

v of o o

This is a cof
p




Fairbanks, Alacgka

October 18, 1956

Mr. Irving Reed

Territorial Highway Zngineer
Box 2073

Juneau, #laska

Dear Sir:

£t a meeting of the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce Roads Committee,
and attended by other interested area parties, which was held on October
16th at Fairbanks, it was decided to request a change in the priority
arrangement of the first three listed projects that appear on the
priority schedule submitted by the writer at the Nome meeting of the
Territorial Bo rd of Road Commissioners which wae held September 10-11

1956.

The requested change is believed advisable since I understand that
funds were not appropriated for the completion of the Fairbanks -Nenana
road by Congress, I, therefore, specifically request that the Fourth
Division priority schedule be re-arranged to read as follows in so far
2s the first three projects appearing on the reference list is concerned:

1. Completion of U, S, Route 97 from Fairbanks to Nome
(Primary).

2, Completion of the Fairbanks -Nenana rozd unless funds
are now available for the completion of that road,
(Secondary).

3. If funds are available for the completion of the Fairbanks-

Nenana road, then the Chena River road is to be advanced

to the second pogition and the completion of the Nenana-~
Mckinley Park leg (of the Fairbanks-Nenana-McKinley Park
road) is to be placed in the number three position.(Secondary)

411 other listings on the gchedule should remain in their present
relative positions,

#g has been previously stated, the foregoing changes has been made
at the request of the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, the Fairbanks
Planning and Zoning Commission and other interested organizations,

Very truly yours,

G. A, Seeliger, member
Territorial Board of Road Commissioners

cc: Chairman Roads Committee, Fairbanks
Manager, Fairbanks Cofc
B, W, Johannsen, Dictrict Engr,
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There are approximiely sixty faniliceo residing ad soderszon
with consideradly nurs people moving in all the 4ime. Unlass
the road problem is solved, he sconomy and futurs growth of the
Sty 1o imporilled.

Woy e Jily Council of inderson, Alasim, henrtily urre your
passace of loglslatlon thot will provide Zar the sonstrugtion of
a rond o our olly. Jexador Jack Joghlll snd leprssemtotive
Grant Seoargon are Juily awses of tils situatlom, an ls the Highwny
Sapartmont and the Governor's Orfios.

Sopiua off this letlor are holng gsnt Lo the nomes listed
at the botlon of iz papoe

Vary sincerely gourg,

THE CITY OF ABDERSGE

Lo - /" o . //: g " y .
T s v\f,/u_,.:ZM/
leciiitam He Detdn
& rrogldont, Gity douncil

aHDiletk

w1 <enntor Job Sapilott
Senater Srrost Greening
Vieis 20pe falsh S Rivors
Snoslor of sho House, Stota louse of Henrapontabives
froaidant of the Jegale, Jate Jenate
Foderal Hizfomy Comisalonor




Fairbanks, Alaska
June 3, 1961

The Honorable

Ralph J. Rivers

House of Revresentatives
Washington, D.C,

My dear Mr, Rivers;

Please find enclosed a carbon copy of a letter sent to Governor
William A. Eagan petitioning for a road through the Goldstream

Valley.

Any help you can give us in this matter will be anpreclated,

Very truly yours,

A Fx AP@MCH
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June 37, 1361

Ar. Lewis M. Diachner
Alaska local 959

195 3outh Seward Street
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Lew:

Juzt a nota to acknowladge receipt of
your lettar of June l4th accompanied by a
ragolution expreasing strong support for et
paditing the Juneaw-Taku~Atlin Richway.

This is a forceful and constructive
resolution and I will ba glad to extend my
£full support on this end in the ccurse of
davelopments,

It was gocd to sae you again at the
Alaska~Canadian confersnca. With kindest
regards, in which Martha joias, I anm

3inceraly,

Ralph J. Rivars, M.C.

This s o copy ¢
fonnished
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PHONE 6-3225°" 195 SOUTH SEWARD STREET j JUNEAU, ALASKA

e

S

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF

Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehonsemen and Helpers of America

«ZEDe (D LOCAL NO. 959

June 14, 1961

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress

House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

~ Dear Ralph::
Enclosed is a copy of a Resolution adopted by our Union
concerning a matter of pressing impoftance to Juneau
and all Alaska., W#e shall appreciate your support of
our action by every appropriate means,
LET'S BUILD ALASKA.
Yours very truly,
..QM/ '
Lewis M, Dischner,

Legislative Council

International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Varehousemen
& Helpers - Alaska Local 959

LMD:eve

JUN 1918867
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RESOLUTION

Whereas, construction of the Juneau-Taku=Atlin Highway will serve

to connect all of Southeastern Alaska with interior Alaska, Canada and

the continental United States with a year around access road,

And will provide mineral rich Yukon and Northern British Columbia

with the most economical access to tidewater and the International

Markets,

. And will provide the most attractive tourist itinerary for millions
of Canadian and United States citizens wishing to visit Western Canada

and Alaska,

And will enhance the value of Alaska's commercial fisheries by
providing the most economical means of reaching the hundred million
consumers living in central and eastern United States - making Juneau
a fishing port of first magnitude, and will, as a year around highway
insure the feasible operation of the Alaska Ferry System on a year

around basis; now therefore,

We propose that the Governor of Alaska join with the Premier of
British Columbia and the High Commissioner of Yukon Territory and by
thelr joint efforts enlist the support of their fellow citizens, the
respective Federal agencies and private industry to complete this vital

link in the Transcontinental and Pan American Highway systems.
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Honorable Representative ch aq/;.s
House of Reoresentatlves
Juneau, Alaska

ly Dear Mr. Ok o a/e <

Inasmuch as we have observed with pleasure the introduction
of a bill to further the highway between Kenai and Hope, Alaska,
we are very desirous of seeing the passing of such a measure.

The "North Road" as this transportation median is known
locally is a very essential link-up in the economy of the Kenai
Peninsula. MNumerous families in the area of the North Kenai
Peninsula are without any roads whatsoever. These families,
many of whom have children who must attend local schools, need
an immediate efficient road system such as the fulfillment of
the "North Road" would provide.

As you are very well aware of, Alaska is in dire need of
an efficient road and highway system. Commerce must move
ranidly in order to supnly the rapidly advancing economy of
progressive Alaska. The Kenai Reninsula is in the very heart
of such an advancing econoiy--yet, hampered and essentially
slowed down by an inadequate highway connection with Alaska's
commerce centers. The proposed "North Road' will greatly

-remedy this unfortunate situation and will subtract hours from
motor transportation between Peninsula consumer and production
points and commerce points.

We very strongly back your introduction of the "North Road"
bill. The time for action is NOW,

Copy Fo,
<]

€
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¥axch 22, 1861

Mr. Arthur Tauriainen
Pregident

N¥orth Xenal Community Club
Horth star Route

Kenai, Alaska

Dear Mr. Tauriainan:

Thanks for the copy of your lattar to Mr.
T. D, Sherard, Director, Department of Highways,
regarding the “North Kenai Road” to Hope, Alaska.

I have had a latter from Mr. James Arnass
of Kenai on the szame subject, and I asasured him,
as I do you, that although Federal aid rcad funds
for Alaska, comprising approximately $37 million
per year are turned over to the State for alloca-
tion by state authority and disbursaement in the
conatruction of highway projacts, as specified by
the Stata, I neverthelaesa wish to exprass my 3up-
port of tha "North Kenai Road” and willingness to
render any appropriate help on this end.

With best wishes and kindeast ragards to you
and the other members of the Horth Kenai Community
Club, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers, M. C,




/«m“! ,

Mr, T, D. Sherard

Director, Department of Highways
Bureau of Public Works

Juneau, Alaska

If you don't mind, Mr. Sherard . . .

I would like to take a few moments of your valued time to ex-
plain a dire situation that needs an immediate solution on the

Kenal Peninsula,

I feel that you are in the position to help thls area most,
North Kenai has been, and still is, without a road system
adequate to handle its present demands. Numerous children in
this rapidly growing and advancing area take correspondence
courses in lieu of attending public schools due to transporta-
tion difficulties caused by an absence of a road system which
makes 1t impossible to supply these families and the area and
its ever increasing demands.

The logical solution to this problem is the fulfillment of the
"North Kenai Road" to Hope, Alaska., This proposed road which
was approved by the Alaska House of Representatives (Bill#20)
and has been on the "Ommibus Bill" for a long time has had my
support from the very beginning and will continue to recelve
my endorsement,

The "North Kenali Road" is a must for the Kenai Peninsula to
grow and prosper, Along the route lies some of the best
"Tourism" locales in Alaska. The road is the logical supply
route for the entire North Kenai Peninsula, It will afford an
alternate civil defense exit route for the heavier populated
metropolitan areas. It 1s the logical link to the proposed
causeway,

It 1s my understanding that the fulfillment of the "North
Kenal Road now rests in your hands, I urge your immediate
actlon to complete this project,

May I have the pleasure of hearing from you at your earliest
convenlence,

Thanking you sincerely for any consideration extended, I am,

Yours very truly,
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February 19, 1960

dre We We Selser, Hanager
Trans=Alaska Telepihone
Post Office Box 126
Kenai, Alaska

Dear ¥r. CGeiger:

With further reference to your lett er of February 1, I am en~
closing a copy of a letter I have just received from Honorable
Richard Downing, Commlissioner of Public Works, along with a
copy of a letter from Governor Egan to Mr. M. McGahan.

N1
I am, indeed, sorxy that the news is not encouraéikfar the im-
mediate construction of the Kensi-North Road. I am sure, how=
ever, that you realize with the enormity of the program and the
vast areas to be covered, only a long range road program can
include all the needed roads., The Alaska State officisls, as
well as the Alaska Delegation here in Congress, are all
vitally concerned with the development of #laska ami are ready
to assist whenever possible.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

3incerely yours,

RALPH J. RIVERS
Member of Congrass

Enclosureg - 2

Trbants,
rcher



February 19, 1930

¥Mras Frances Torkilsen
Poast Difice Box 74
Zenal, Alagka

Dear Hrs. Torkilsen:

Wich further reference to your letier of Januvary 27, I am en-
closing a copy of 2 letter I have just received from Honorable
Richard Downiang, Commissioner of Public Works, along with a
copy of a letter from Governor Egzan to Mr., M. McGahan,

I am, indeed, sorry that the news ig not encowaging for immedi-
ate coustruction of the Renal-Horth road. I am sure, however,
that you realize with the enormity of the program and the vas ¢
areas to be covered, only a long range road program can include
all the needed roads. The Alaska State officials, as well as
the Alaska Delegation here in Congress, are all vitally concerned
with the development of Alaska and are ready to assist whenever

possibla. ‘ _
With kindast regards and bast wishes, I am

Sinceraly yours,

RALPH J. RIVERS
Member of Congress

Enclosurgs =~ 2




Tebruary 5, 1960

Mr. Richard A, Downing
Sommissioner of Public Horks
2ozt QFfice Box - 1361

Juneau, Alaska

Dear bDick:

The encloged letter from Mr, W. W.
Gelser of Renai 1s pertinent to your public
works program.

I am certainly in sympathy with the
people in the area from Daniels Lake north
to Bishop Creek. and hops that their situation
with respect to a road will be improved in
the not too distant future. Many thanks for
anything you can do.

With kindest regards, I am

 Sincexely yours,

.Ralph J. Rivers
Membar of Congress




February 5, 1960

HMr. W. W. Geiser, Hanager
Trans-Alaska Talephone
Post 90ffice Box 126
Xenai, Alaska

Deaxr Mr. Geisger:

I have youxr letter of February 1 with
regard to the extension of the North Xenai
Road from Daniels Lake north to Bishop Creek
and can certainly agree with you that there
is a great need for this extension. It would
appear from your letter that the iaterested
groups are contacting their representatives in
the sState Legislature, which is, of course, the
right step to take. Today I am writing to Mr.
Richard A. Downing, Commissioner of Public Works,
at Juneau, and encloge a copy of my letter. It
is my desire to be as helpful as possible in
this matter. With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congressg



P’ February 1, 1960

Representative Ralph J. Rivers
U. S. House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Representative Rivers:

Subject - extension of North Kenai Road, Daniels
Lake, North.

I can see no need in prolonging the expansion
of the North Kenai Road. Families as well as my own
are desperately trying to homestead and improve this
wonderful country of ours. There are thirty-five fam-
ilies located from Daniels Lake north to Bishop Creek
in a distance of six miles. Without a road in this
area means in short hardship on everyone. Many of the
children are without proper schooling due to this
condition. Simultaneously power, communications, mail,
and emergency agencies are nil and void. Citizens of
this area are forming groups to try and let the
legislative bodies of the government know the true
needs so that action may be taken immediately. As a
group leader your support will be more than justified.

Thanking you for your cooperation
Sincerely,
W. W. Geiser
Manager, Trans—-Alaska Telephone

‘P. O. Box 126
Kenai, Alaska (Homesteader)




Pebruary 3, 1860

Mr. Richard A. Downing
Commissioner of Public Works
Post Office Box 1361
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Dick:

Enclosed for your consideration is
a letter I have received today from Mrs.
Francesg Torkilsen of Kenai, concerning a
continuation of the North Henai Road to
Anchoraga.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress



FPebruaxy 3, 1860 /\

Mrg. Frances Torkilsen
Post Office Box 74
X=nai, Alaska

Dear Mrxs., Torkilsen:

Thank vou for vour letter of January
27th with regard to the extension of the North
Kenai Road to Anchorage. Your letter clearly
sets forth the need for this extension, and I
can certainly agree with your statements.,

Having already received correspondencs
froma Kenal in regard to this road axtension
and having written Mr. Richard A. Downing, -
Commissionar of Public Works, on the subject,
I shall forward a copyv of your letter to Mx.
Downing also. While road axtensiona are with-
in the province of state officials, I am cer-
+ainly happy to lend any assistance I can from
this end.

With kindest regards and best wishes,
I am

Sincerely youxrs,

Ralrh J. Rivers
Member of Congress




January 27, 1960

Hone Relph Je Riveers

e Se House of Reprssentatives
Houge O0ffize Building
washingten 25, D. C.

legr Mr. Aivers:

I would like to urgze your suvpport of ary program preposing -
a contiruation of the Nortk Xenai Road to Anchorsge. This read
already extends about twseniy miles out of Xenal, and a survey
tote road has been made to Bishow Crsek, adding another eight or
ten miles. Settlers ars pushing in as fast or faster than thes )
roade If the oil and gas potentiel are to be dsveloped.this :
¥orth Xenal route would provide tio ghortest distance to Anche
orage. From the military derfense anzle, two routes to a given
arsa have more strategic value thaa one. Tourists would have &
"loop" to make on ths peninsulez, being sble to go ore way end .
return anothere-thus giving them "thelir money's worth®, For
residents on the East side of the Feninsula Mt. Range, the Bcrt-h
Kenai route would have orly a fraction of the miles uf mount&n
¢riving that the present rsute hes.

Roads are a aim of progress and the Kenal Peninsuh, viﬁ:
its fishing, mooss range, oil, ras, old Russian settlements and
bsautiful scenery can be the snesr-head of achievemeut for tll
of Alaska.

tesnec tfully yours,

tra, Frances Torkilsen
Sox #7h
fenei, Alaska

ce?

Jr. Theo, J. Norby, Commissicrer Of Educetion ‘
¥re. Herb Lang, DLepartmsnt of Lands ' ' _
Lee A. Johnson, Directer, Division of Tourism and Ecanami* Develcpmn
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February 11, 1960

Re: Kenail-North Road

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
United States Bepresentative
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Representative Rivers,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Governor William A. Egan to Mr. M.
MeGahan of Kenai concerning the Kenai-North Road. In the past few weeks we have
provided similar information to many organizations and individuals in the Kenai
area as a result of an apparent, organized campaign by residents of the area to
obtain immediate construction of the Kenai-North Reoad.

We are in full agreement that the road is needed and would like nothing
better than to begin building it tomorrow. The major obstacle in accomplishing
this is money--or rather, the critical lack of money. Available funds constitute
but a very small percentage of the amount required to meet the needs and the demands.
Consequently, we must gear our program downward to stay within budget limitations.
A primary requisite for continued availability of Federal Aid funds to the State is
the State's ability to maintain its highways. So we not only must match the con-
struction funds but we must provide adequate standards and maintenance on existing
highways, This means we must. spend an appreciable amount each year on our present
system., Furthermore, we can only spend ‘Federal Aid funds on approved Federal Aid
System highways and there are limitations involved in the extension of these systems.

The Kenai-North Road is but one of the many roads needed in Alaska. The

- proponents of these other roads are just as adamant in their belief and insistence
that their needs are urgent and immediate as are the citigzens of Kenai. A good
example can be gseen in the road requests received in two months' time which totaled
over one~-half billion dollare and which included mainly new access roads to commu-
nities and areas not now being served by any road. Compare these requests with a
maximum possible annual program under present conditions of one to two million dol-
lars and the enormity of our task becomes clear, I am sure anyone who considers
the problem from an impartial viewpoint will understand why we cannot satisfy all
road demands, even though badly needed, within the immediate future.

* One possibility of relief to the local road user will be the creation of
boroughs. The boroughs can take over their rightful jurisdiction of local roads.

We are going to do the best we can for Alaska and I'm sure your continued
assistance will be invaluable.

Sincerely yours,
Falrhunles o ~ . = (77
sl G
. RICHAPD A, DONING
Enclosure - Commigsioner

LT
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Mr. John 8. LeFavre K

Cozdova, Aleska : . ' —
Dear Jehn:

‘ Hydahyinthmkhgyoutncwdtnsmcepyum
letter you wrote Senater McMealy has had nmething 25 do
~with any lack of interest on my part in the subject of
your latter. The contrary is truve. However, I wanted a
chance to check ocur files on some of the histery you -
.related as my recollecticns en some of the tnfamatmn
was smt different frem yours.

You csmtnly wrete @ enpmmiw letter which
sheuld be useful in counectién with the present hearings.
I have been following them in the papers but must confess
difficuley in pilecing together emasctly what happened to
bring sbout the financisl situstiga on the road program.

. I, fer one, cammot ever forget sll the yeomsn service
you have performed through the years with relatien to
the Copper Biver Highway which we all call here in the '
effice the LeFavre Highway, as is your due. It is as
disappointing to ma, as 1 know it has been to you, thset
caomplation of this highway has been delayed. As yeu knew,
ws had cur troubles back several vears in even getting the
woney which was made available, You mentiened in the
‘third psrsgraph of your letter that Cougress had autherized
a fiveeyear constructica pregram for the highway. My
recoellactien {s that thers wee me actual suthorizatiom as
gsuch since the Alasks Read Commissien had basic rosd coune
structicn autherify without sesking specific authorizaticn
for any one read., It iz else my reecsllection that the first

YA oed




money we mctved. nsmsly, $100, GGO. was esrmarked by
Cougress te start eho project in the 19352 fiscal year even
theugh the President's budget carried no msusy. We received
$550,000 in the 1933 fiscal year as requested in the budget,
$2, kOO 000 in the 1954 fiscal year requested in the budget,
and in the 1955 fiscal year the Eisenhowsr budget d4id m
include eny funds byt Ceangress allowed $700,000,

1t was always @ cmulc te edtain road funds for tha
Alazka Road Cosmissicn a8 reguests had to be made on & year
to year buu end because of the uncertainty of the success
of each year's propssals it was difficule te plan shead on
' highwsys, That {s why I wss particularly gratifled that
Congress in 1936 gCranzfarved ¢he read building funcliems ¢o
the Bursau of Pudblic Roads under thsa special and unigque forma-
1a for Alaska. You well recall that the special formula

itted one<third of Alaska's ares ¢e be used in cemputatiom
and allowed Alsska's sllecaticn to ba used for beth con- -
structicn and msintsnance with Alasks putting up 10 percent
of the total federal centridution, Altheugh we had hoped
that Cengress would faver ceatinustien of a specilal fermula
for Alaska under etatehoed, thie wse not ¢o be and we were
brought inte the progrea en &n equal faoting wizh the other
states. That there was ne battle in Cengress in bringing
Alagsks inte the fermula in full partuership with the ether
‘gtates was remarkable in itself because it mesnt thsat the
ellocations to the ether states had to be diminished to
sccemmodata Alaska's share, We were ablé through the Cmnibus
Act for Alsska te receive special treamsitisnal grants ts
cuzhion the blow to Alagsks in having €o put up matching
grante right sway. Altheugh these funds were meamrked
ths State was eble to use s censidersble portien of each 'ysar's
grent fer rwad purpsses. Then im 1960 the Comgrsss sgisaed
te my bill which becams law to reduce the matching reguirse~
sents on federal allecstisms ¢n the part of the public land
‘states which meznt ths¢ Alaska ceuld receive tha entirs yearly
allecatien by putting uwp & uinimm matching smount., You
eTe also ewavre, I know, ¢f the prepesed resslution upen which
hearings sre to be held lager this menth to euthorize a study




of Alaska's road problems. Thersfors, John, I =ust coufess
1 was somevhat gtartled 2o nste your incluziom of "our
U. 8. Senatsrs, U. 3. Representatives” in zha first sanlauces
of tha fourth saragraph of your lsisw.

Cagtainly, none
of us hars has had any part of "pinning all sur zroubles
ents oas man'. '

With best wishes, I am

Bincaraly yours,

Z. L. 3arzlate
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