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EXHIBIT ''G1"

HIGHWAYS DEVELOPMENT

MATANUSKA VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ROAD COMMITTEE

Palmer, Alaska
October 20, 1959

Mr. Charles W. Tryck, Chairman
State Planning Commission
545 E. Fourth Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Sir:

The Roads Committee of the Matanuska Valley Chamber of Commerce re~-

spectfully recommend the following capital improvements within the Matanuska

. Valley; ~

SHORTENED ARTERIAL HIGHWAY FROM ''LITTLE BUTTE" PARALLEL THE ALASKA
RAILROAD TO MATANUSKA TO CONNECT WITH THE GLENN HIGHWAY NEAR PALMER

This shortened route would commence at approximately Mile 30 on the

Glenn Highway, bear almost due north along the Alaska Railroad to the old

Matanuska Station, join the existing Palmer-Matanuska road (scheduled to be

hard-surfaced in 1960) and connect with the Glenn Highway at Palmer. Pre-

liminary planning has already been completed by the Bureau of Public Roads.

It is the opinion of this committee the route should be designed for

eventual four-lane traffic,

This project would be a part of the State arterial highway system,

and as such would be financed on a State-Federal matching-fund basis.

Justification for this new route is readily apparent. It would

shorten the distance by seven miles, cut off numerous dangerously short curves,

eliminate icy winter conditions and the slide area along the Chugach Range, and

. by paralleling the Alaska Railroad, materially reduce flood damage and eliminate
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EX“BIT "G1" (cont.

axisting flood hazards at present bridge location. Savings in time and

ultimate costs to the consumers would be realized due to the decreased distance

from farm to market. In case of a national emergency, this shortened route

would be highly desirable for both military and civilian dispersal operations.

ARTERIAL HIGHWAY TO McGRATH VIA WILLOW AND TALKEETNA

The Willow-Talkeetna-McGrath road should be an all-weather route

designed for eventual hard-surfacing.

This is fully justified to open up new mining areas, new tourist

attractions, recreation areas, as well as permit access to potential new

agricultural areas and eventually be part of a new route between Nome and

Fairbanks.

ACCESS ROADS IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY

Minimum standard access roads should be 20 feet, ditched, graded and

gravelled.

The general location is a fan-shaped area south, west, and north of

Wasilla. Estimated mileage is 200 miles including existing privately con-

structed pioneer roads serving approximately 400 homesteads and farms with many

more in the immediate future.

The estimated cost is roughly $10,000 per mile.

This committee suggests financing be bonds backed up on local basis

by property taxes, after borough organization, as matching funds with State

participation. Maintenance by local borough road department.

We feel this is justified because of the increased load of farm to

~25a~-

oeete “ot egith agasoumes Pall resnemsihility for complying with copyright provisions.



=<=BIT "G1" (cont.)EE

market use,

It will encourage development of farms and rural residence in pre-

sently inaccessible areas. -Access roads can do much to guide or direct settle-

ment.

Access roads in this area will permit the State to dispose of lands

selected by the State Department of Lands in these areas. A closely co-ordin-

ated program between access road construction and a land management plan of the

Department of Lands is of vital importance if we are to receive the most benefit

for money expended.

An illustration of some of the needed construction or improvement of

access roads in the local area, not in order of priority, are: Goose Bay

access road; Little Susitna area network; Wdlverine access road; access net-

work in the area from Big Lake to the Susitna River and Knik Arm; and access

roads along the railroad between Talkeetna and Willow.

Respectfully submitted,

MATANUSKA VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ROADS COMMITTEE

Mrs. Betty Mears, Chairman

BM: MAG
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= EXHIBIT "G2"

HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT

FROM: State Division of Highways

PRIMARY PROJECTS

SECONDARY

Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route

35
52
21
42
35
37
42
95
35
62
21
46
ll
37
62

PROJECTS

“TENTATIVE HIGHWAY PROGRAM

Balance 1960-61 Fiscal Year

March 13, 1961

Willow Creek - Kashwitna River
Paxson - Tangle River
Anchor River - Ninilchik
Tolsona Creek - Glennallen
Big Lake Jct. - Houston
Ester Siding - Ester
5th Ave. Extension - Anchorage
Tongass Ave. & Front Street - Ketchikan
Kashwitna - Alaska R.R.
Delta Jct. - Tanana River
Kasilof - Ninilchik
Little Tok River - Clearwater
Kodiak City Streets
University Ave. - Fairbanks
Richardson Hwy. - Badger Rd. to Fairbanks
Homer - Anchor Point (Partial Reconstruction)21

Copper River Highway Mile 13-15
O'Malley Road (Anchorage)
Yakutat Streets
Farmer's Loop Road (Fairbanks)
Skagway - Carcross
Chena Hot Springs Road - Mile 21-27
Van Horn - Peger - Cushman
Badger Loop Road
Eureka - West
North Kenai Extension
Haines City Streets
Big Lake Road

-27a-
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EE IT "G2" (cont.)

PRIMARY

Federal

Federal

Federal

Federal

Federal

Federal

TENATIVE HIGHWAY PROGRAM

Fiscal Year 1961-62

PROJECTS

Aid Route 31 Seward - Anchorage Highway
Mile 11.0 to Mile 18.5 Snow River
Mile 65.7 to Mile 66.2 Bertha Creek
Mile 86.8 to Mile 87.6 Kern Slide
Dowling Road to Potter

7. Miles
0. Miles
0 Miles
8.7 Miles

Aid Route 35 ---
<= - Palmer - Cantwell

Alaska Railroad Crossing to Sunshine

Aid Route 37 Fairbanks - McKinley Park
Nenana - North
Rex to Ferry
Ferry - South

Aid Route 42 - - = = = Anchorage - Glennallen
Glennallen - Tolsona Creek

Aid Route 52 - - - - ~ Denali Highway
Tangle Lakes - MacLaren River

Aid Route 62 - - - Alaska Highway
Mile 260 to Mile 271
Mile 272 (Shaw Creek) to Mile 282

SECONDARY PROJECTS

‘Nome - Teller
Coffee Creek - Kougarok Strip
Fishhook - Knik - Goosebay
Dowling - Lake Otis
Wiklow East - Fishhook Jct.
Chena Hot Springs Mile 0-17
Fox - Chatanika
9 Mi. W. Eureka - West
Fox - Olnes
Cordova Streets & Southeast
Copper River Highway Mile 49-54

-28a-
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10.0 Miles

21.0 Miles
15.0 Miles
5.0 Miles

7.4 Miles

26.0 Miles

10.7 Miles
10.0 Miles

2.0 Miles
8.0 Miles
8.0 Miles
4.0 Miles
0.0 Miles
7.0 Miles
0.0 Miles
§.0 Miles
0.0 Miles
4.0 Miles
5.0 Miles



EC BIT "G2" (eont.)

Fiscal Year 1962-63

PRIMARY PROJECTS

Federal Aid Route 37 "Fairbanks - McKinley Park
5 Mi. South Ferry - Healy 10.0 Miles
Mt. McKinley Park Station - Moody 8.0 Miles

Federal Aid Route 42 Anchorage - Glennallen
Romig Hill (Anchorage) 0.8 Miles
Spenard - Anchorage International Airport 3.0 Miles
Eagle River - Peters Creek 8.0 Miles
Tolsona Creek - South (Mi. 150-170) 20,0 Miles

Federal Aid Route 46 Tok Cutoff
Little Tok River SW to Bartelle Creek 8.0 Miles

Federal Aid Route 62 Alaska Highway
Tanana River toward Tok 10.0 Miles

Federal Aid’ Route 71 Richardson Highway (Valdez - Big Delta Jct.)
Mile 65 to 74 9.0 Miles
Mile 27 to 32 5.0 Miles

Federal Aid Route 95 Southeast Alaska
Ketchikan Dock - Grant Street 0.5 Miles
Mendenhall River Bridge & Approaches ‘1,0 Miles

SECONDARY PROJECTS

3 Mi. N. Kodiak toward Otmeloi Point 3.0 Miles
Homer Fox River Road 12.5 Miles
Wilwood - North 10.0 Miles

- Fishhook - Knik - Goosebay 8.0 Miles
FAP Route 42 - Fishhook Jct. 7.0 Miles
Sunshine - Talkeetna 12.5 Miles
Chena Hot Springs Road Mile 27 - 37 10.0 Miles
Fox - Chatanika 10.0 Miles
24 Mi. W. Eureka - West 15.0 Miles
Copper River Highway Mile 54 - 64 10,0 Miles
Copper River Highway Chitina - North 8.0 Miles
North Douglas Highway 6.0 Miles
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ILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR

JUNEAU

June 24, 1963

00-2500

Mr. James H. Edwards
McCarthy
Alaska

Dear Mr. Edwards:

Your letter of June 1, 1963, to Congressman Rivers has been
referred to this office for reply.

This department is currently soliciting informal bids for the.
completion of a primary access road to McCarthy. Mr. Lynch,
among others, has been asked to submit a bid. Upon receipt of
satisfactory bids, it is contemplated that an allocation will
be made with which to fund the additional construction.

Airport construction is under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Public Works; therefore, a copy of your letteris being
transmitted to the Commissioner, Richard A. Downing, with the
request that he advise you concerning plans for airport con-
struction within the McCarthy area.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

Very truly yours,

D. A, McKinnon, P.E,.
Commissioner of Highways

cc: Hon. Ralph J. Rivers “oO

JUN 261963

TE OF ALASKA
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June 12, 1963 /
Hy

Mr. Donald A. McKinnon
Commissioner ,

Department of Highways
P, 0. Box 1841
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. McKinnon:

The enclosed letter from Mr. James H. Edwards of
McCarthy, Alaska, is self-explanatory.

Mr.Edwards has been informed that this matter is
fully within your jurisdiction rather than Feder-
al. However, I am taking the liberty of forward-
ing his request as I want to be of every possible
service. I will be grateful for your consideration
of Mr. Edward's letter and for any information or
advice you can furnish him.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers, M. C.



June 12, 1963

Mr. James H. Edwards
McCarthy, Alaska

Dear Mr. Edwards:

Thank you for your letter of June lst asking that I assist
Mr. Joseph Lynch in his efforts to build a road into Mc-
Carthy.

Much as I would like to be of assistance to Mr. Lynch and
the residents of McCarthy, I must advise that this is a
matter under the jurisdiction of the State government rather
than the Federal government, so there is no action I can
take here in Washington at the Federal level. This, I am

sure, you recognize.

However, in an effort to be helpful, I am forwarding your
letter to Mr. Donald A. McKinnon, Commissioner, Department
of Highways, at Juneau, with the request that he consider
it carefully and give you the benefit of his advice.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers, M. C.
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we _ “aevertiy,.Alaska.
June 1, 219636

Mrs Ralph Rivers,_ Juneau, 7.

Leer Mr, Hivers, .

we get your letter to Alaskans anu enjoy ‘tt. ‘hank you
|

for serding.-

probebly you are aware or the situstion here, where MeeSoe Lynch and ris company are picking up the steel reils..
from the Brace thet ren to hennicott, neer here..

>) sIn the process. he 4s builaings os roau, which is almost:gree.
~ to the State, into this area, It is our understanaing that©

©

g gmall amount of money is available to assist him in making. ~~

_ -a better road that will not wast. out immedietly,but he We gs

oe “chewing trouble >“eérting - it. mo

ee oad bias

We hear elso, that ‘they are plenning
sum to buile an airtield tere,,

~ ‘wh HAVE Two ALKPILLUS NOW! we do not heve B“poad.“the.“péason
we have a valley 100 miles Tong with four’ or five femilies
‘4p it, is because it 1s so hara to get in and: out, My,spend.

a iot ol money on more ot wiet we slreaay havet
e

We woulu like to see Mr. Lynch get reasonable easistence.‘to!
. _ .

° put in a road, A smal] amount ol money will give us whet we cra
:
‘=

. ~ + - -, need, - -
- . - : - oe at

Sincerely,

/s/ James H. Edwards
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30, 1966

aX
00 li

vee
Nelda

Dear Mrs. Jones:

Your letter to Mr. Ralph Rivers concerning tne Homer to Fox River Road
has been referred to me for further consideration.

|

Mr. C.E. Steen, my district highway engineer in Anchorage, has again
reviewed the situation with which you are concerned. Itis estimated
that to bring the road beyond the school bus turn-arcund to a maintain-
able condition that an expenditure in the neighborhood of $200, 000 would
be necessary. Considering the low benefits such a roadwould derive,
it has not been included in the overall five-year highway program. This
Deparimeni, however, is cognizant of the need for a highway in this area.
We have initiated a study to provicse us with basic routing of the Looo
Road from this area around Tustumena Lake to the Sterling Highway near
Kasilof. When this study is completed next year we will then have a
completed Loop Road plan which will have considerably higher benefit
ratio than the extension of approximately ten miles of the East End Road.
We intend to include construction on this loop in future five-year highway
procrams.

3

Tne U. S. Congress has authorized additional access road monies for ex-

penditure in Alaska. We are hoveful that appropriations consistent with
these authorizations will be made. If they are, this coulc mean the ac-

tion of access road construction in the State of Alaska. The road
of Homer would certainly receive every consideration.

+6
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In summary, I cannot of any immediate solution to your problem,
A long-range solution is in 1e making but orobably will not be completed
for five to eight vears. Should approvriation be made by the U. 8. Con-
créss of additional hichway funds for Alaska, this program could be ac-

Scelerated, giving you relief ata
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Mrs. Néica Jones -~-2- August 30, i566

I sorry that i cannot give you more optimistic news concerning your
oroblem. Wein Highwavs are verv definitely aware of the access road

} iv
in

your area but throughout Aiaska. However, we cannot
isfactory solution without tae necessary funds to Carry out
orecram. Since our present funds are limited we can only
rtion of the roads that are needed and must celay the rest
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D, A. McKinnon, ?. E.
Commissioner of Highways
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Tie8en 79uuiy Le,

Mer, Sonatd A, McKinnon
Comiuiasioner
Department of iiighways
Box 1c4l
Juneau, Alaska 99801.
Dear Mr, McKinnon:

STATE OF ALA As

=
DEPT, OF HIGHWAYSA:

2966

The enclosed letter from Mrs, Nelda L. Jones is self
explanatory. Mrs, Jones has been informed that this
matter is fully within your jurisdiction and not one
for consideration on the Federal level. However,
in an effort to be of assistance to her, I am bring-
hex problem to your attention and will be grateful
for your consideration thereof,

Thanking you and with best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress

ece
Mrs. Nelda L. Jones

fa document



STATF, CF“ “ASKA( DEPT, OF HIGHWAYS)

AO

Dear vara, Jones:

Eohave aarefally read vonx Letter of July 15, with
vegard to the extension of the fast Poad out of
Homer, and while IT must acvise that this is 2 matter
entirely under the jurisdiction of the State of
Alaska, and, therefore, one in which I, whose
services are limited to matters on the Federal
Lovel, may not intervene, = appreciate your bring-
ing this problem to my attention as I wish to be
kept informed of home front matters, I am, there
fore, bringing it to the attention of Donald A,
McKinnon, Commissioner, Department of Highways,
Juneau, for his consideration and reply,
At any time I can be of assistance to you here,
please feel free to call upon me,

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress
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SAME AS ORIGINAL
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0 Mrs, W. S. Jones
P Star Route A
Y Homer, Alaska 99603

Mr, Ralph J, Rivers
450 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Sirs:

I am writing to you in regards to the extension
of the Fast Road out of Homer, Alaska, There was
$20,000 appropriated for this access road, which was
started during the winter of 1960-1961, This road
was supposed to go as far as Fox River, which would
be approximately twenty-five miles, there was
about five miles of this road pushed through, but
was never finished, It is accessable only by jeep
or tractor, ,

As of now there are eight school children who
live this side of the school bus turn-around,
with six of those living about six miles from the
bus route, We have lived here ten years and have
taught the correspondence course to our four older
children. Now that the children are older and in
higher grades my husband and I are not able to
teach them, therefore, they have to attend the Public
School of Homer, It is very difficult for the children
of this area to reach the school buss, especially
during the cold winter months.

We are also trying to raise beef cattle along
with four other families of this area. Having no
road ouver which to transport the beef is also very
difficult.

If you could be of any help to get this road
extended it would be greatly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, Nelda L. Jones

JULY 18, 1966 -- stamped date

of
a document in the Archives, University of Alaska Fakento the user for private study, scholarship, arch. T 5
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Dear Mr. Van Sky:

Tuank yeu for your lekbker Jated 7 vanary 1960
LOegetser with Lue anclesed setiizdon recjuestiilag
ah gatengion ef tise Yorth Nenad Road along the shores
Be Ue GOOk Ialek to Jane, Alaska.
i am very auch interested in vour vronesed road
extension oroject, and will lend my wholehearted
Support in any manner sossible,

!

With “indeat regards and best wishes for 1960 &
you and the members of the Salamata Community Club,
= am

.
:

Slacerely yours,

RALPH J. RIVERS
Member of Congress

This isa cone -

¥¢ te Fraeptche”
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Me
March 14, 1959

Me, Harry Kendall
Post Cffiee Box 1640
Fairbanks, Alaska
Dear Harry:
This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
March 10, which ineluded a copy of the open letter
sent to the News-*Miner by Dan Lhamon.

While it is the function of your members of Congress
to secure federal money for the Alaska road system,
the matter of allocation is handled at the state
level. The federal money made available to Alaska
under the Federal Aid Highway Act is turned over to
the state under negotiated arrangements between the
Department of Commerce and the Alaska Highway and
Public. Works Department. Under this department is
the Highway and Public Works Board, consisting of
five appolative members. Highways are divided into
the three categories of primary, secondary and urban
and the funds available each year are divided between
those three categories.
Your note and the letter of Dan Lnamon make a strong
case for blacktopping the Badger Read. Accordingly,
the Badger Road people should form a committee or
like group to take active measures at the Alaska
level to obtain inclusion of the paving of the Badger
Road in the road building progran. Bill Stroecker
is the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce road com-
mittee. It might be well to talk to him, The
members of the Highway and Public Works Board are
Dewey Goodrich of Nome, Charles Wilson of Nenana,
John S. LeFevre of Cordova and Ernest J. Haugen of
Petersburg. I do not know the name of the fifth mem-
ber of the Board. There could be some changes short-
ly under the state reorganization act.



Page Two
Mr. Harry Kendall
March 14, 1959

It is also noteworthy that the Governor of Alaska and
the Highway Zngineer are included in consultations
with the Secretary of Commerce in regard to "the
syscem or systems of roads on which federal aid ap-~
portionments to Alaska are to be expended.” (Title
23 USC Sec. 6} Thus, the Governor and the Highway
Engineer could be included in the presentations of
your group. .

I only wish there were encugh money to proceed prompt-
ily with all of the improvements which are needed
throughout our great state.
With sincere good wishes, I am

Cordlally yours,

Ralph d. Rivers
RJRimr Member of Congress



PETROLEUM SALES INC.
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‘Get LETTER TO THE NEWS MINER
.

Dear Editeur:

g thet the Board of Directors
of the Chamber of Coumerce adopted & resulution giving atrong aupport to
building the MeXinley Park road "at tha axyense of the Badger Read", ia~
dicates that none of these iufluentisi Yenrd Uaubers Live on the Sadger Road
or have any consideration for the 190, or nore, families who do.

The news ites in your Monday isaue, staying

Quoting from the item we iearn that ‘The Seard'a opinion vas that the
MeXiniey Park Road, for which ao funds have been allocnted, is more isportant
to the area.” What area, Nenana, Clear, the Park, or the Fairbanks area?

in the first vlace the fund in uuestion ia ast $2,000,360 or mors, as
gtated, put is closer 4o one million. hia emount vould undoubtedly de a
lot for the 14 miles of the Badger Road. out how far vou!é 34. gp Goverd bedia~
ing 66 wiles of read from Nenane to tha Yark? :

Most folks = equipped for thinking ~ wauid justifzy highway improvements
by the volume of traffic invelved aud the uumber of taz=-payiag residents
gerved, Have these self-agpointed signyusy axcarts compared & trarfic count
on the two projects, or have they investizated the comparative number of year
around resideats to he benefitted?

273 regiatered voters cast their ballots at the Badger Road precinct
in the November election, School Authorities report that the two buses on
Badger Road loop carry 169 children daily to Feirchbanks schoois and return,
(Sas #1, 87 - Bus #2, 72). When the Road dries, after the breakup, these
buses travel through a pail of Gust with headlights on and with extreme cau-
tion, Are the “Directors” concerned at ali about the safety and comfort of
these children?

Their "opinion" and attitude becomes ridicuious when, at the same
meeting, they agree that the canstructiou of a bridge across the Tanans at
Nenane "vould ccat too muck and woul: be unfeasible for meny years", Ceon=
sequently the MeXiniey Paris Road would he atrictiy a seasonable highvay,
acceasibie only when the ice at Nenana vould support traffic - idle for siz
or Seven months each year, except for the meager amount of traffic that
my develop between Nenana, Clear and the Park, Totally inacecessable during
the tourist seasen, umicss some hardy and determined tourists should be brave
enough to trust their equimment on Don Pearson's flat cars and avait the
arrival of A, switch creva to shove them beck and forth,

Finally the fuad in question was not "tuntatively” allocated by the
Department of Highweys and Public Worka, it mis - according to the engineers
"“saremarked" for paving the Badger Road, An "Earmerit" is considered as a
brand, end since the daya of the early veat "Srand Blotting” has been con=
sidered, aot the very least, & questionahie cccunesion,

Yery truip yours,

Den Lramon



“American Federation of Government
Employees' WHITTIER LODGE NO. 1910

AFFILIATED WITH AFL-CIO

WHITTIER, ALASKA= 4 10 December 1959

Hon. Ralph J. Rivers
United States Congress
House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.

Dear Ralph:
Enclosed-is a copy of a letter which we have sent to

the Regional Forester, U. S. Forest Service, requesting a

road through this section of the Chugach National Forest
to Whittier. Though proposed in the past, this project has

been opposed by pressure groups in the Federal Government.

I wish to enlist your aid in securing this road. Your

efforts will be appreciated deeply by the membership of

this Lodge.

With kindest personal regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

mi fg C

wf Ky Guerin, President
AFGE Lodge # 1910n,

oe Whittier, Alaska

DE 14 1959



L989December 15,

Mw. B.K. Guerin, President
“mericoa Sederntien ef Government
Employees Ledge Uo. 1910

Sadttier, Alaska

pear Mr. Guerin:

; “sig willl ackmrwledge receipt of your cettorof December 1lOth reqarding a vont hiveudn a
- geetion of the Chugach National vores£0

Whittier.

Songressman Riverg hag been out-of-town,
attending hearings with his Interdor and
Zasular Affairs Comittee. Ha is due back
in Washington in a few days, and your letter
will be brought to his attention at that time.

Sincerely yours,

Seeretary to
val RALPU J. RIVERS, M.C.

esityofAlas
y acrobs
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12-16-59

Mr. Rivers:
|

I talked to Marge Smith

about this, and she indicated

the problem was quite "sticky"

Perhaps it is one to be discussed

at a B&G meeting.

Viv

—Ces rs a eye wetter wwe)

co defdbeA at BAG



9 December 1959

Aegional Forester
United States forest Service
duneaun, Alaska
Dear Sir:

a ask that the Portage Glacier Road be extended to Passage Canal
in the vicinity of Vhittier, Alaska. Inclusion of this approximatelysix miles of read into the National forast woad System is Pully justi-fied. jeldom does a situation such as this exist where such a short
niece of road will serve so many noaonle.

This road will open Prince William Sound to the larcest population
canter in the State of Alaska. It will provide less expensive and
more dependable access to markets for the industriea here and encour-
ave further industrial development. It will make the area far more
accessible for mining development. It will break the isolation of the
residents of Whittier by giving them access to the Alaska Highway
System. :

As you are aware, Prince William Sound is one of the most scenic
areas on this continent, rivaling the flords ofNorway in scenic
grandeur, There are over seventy-five claciers in this area of which
at least fifteen extendto tidewater, ineluding Columbia Glacter, the
most famous tidewater glacier in the world. This area has unlimited
recreational potential, fresh and sait water fishing, hunting and
over 1,600 miles of sheltered coastline for small boat eruisings

There are several industries located at Yhittier at the praesent.
They are limited by the inadequate and exnensive transportation facil-
ity: namely, the Alaska ailroad, which has a monopoly on transporta=
tion to and from ‘hittior, This road will allow full development of
these industries and attract others to this area.

The residents of VYhittier, though only six miles from the fortaze
Glacier foad, are more isolated than residents of many remote areas of
the state. They are completely denendent upon the Alaska failroad|
which cives service only four days per week. This service is subject
to arbitrary changes from which there is no appeal.

A large portion of Prince William Sound is in the Chugach National
Forest, which, if developed and managed by the United States Forest
Service, will provide industry and recreation for generations to come.

We will appreciate hearing from you concerning this.

sineerely,

Oy ca se vl oe Guerin President
AVG2 Lodre 1910
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Me Riosare &. Moterdte, Chief
vW.9. Forest Service
Demartment of Agriculture
washington 25, 0.¢

Dear Mr. McArdle:

one of my constituents has written ne requesting
my assistance in urging the U.S. Porest Service
ko osctend the Portage Glacier Road on the ¥enal
xveninsula to Passage Canal in the vicinity of
whittier, Alaska. ‘This road would Lie within
chueyach Netional Forest.

+ am enclosing 4 cony of 2 letter written to the
Regional Forester, U.S. Forest Service, Juneau.
Alaska, which artly sets forth the cosition of
My. Guerin.

Te would be very much appreciated Lf you would
furnish me vrour ideas and views on this matter,
so that I may adequately answer Mr. Guorin's
renest.
With kindest regarda, I am

Sincerely yours,

RALPH J. RIVERS
Enclosure Member of Congress



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C,

IN REPLY REFER TO

5610
FEB 2 ~

1960

Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives

Dear Congressman Rivers:

This is in reply to your request of January 20, 1960
for a report on the question of extending the Portage
Glacier Road to Passage Canal.

We are asking Regional Forester Hanson to report di-
rect to you on this question. He is in charge of the
national forest program in Alaska and decisions on
questions of this kind are his responsibility.
If you have any questions after hearing from Mr. Hanson,
please let us know.

Sincerely yours,

RICHARD E. McARDLE, Chief

By A. W, Greeley’
|

ve § ae



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REPLY REFER TO

5610

FEB 2 - 1960

Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives
Dear Congressman Rivers:
This is in reply to your request of January 20, 1960for a report on the question of extending the PortageGlacier Road to Passage Canal.

We are asking Regional Forester Hanson to report di-rect to you on this question. He is in charge of thenational forest program in Alaska and decisions on
questions of this kind are his responsibility.
If you have any questions after hearing from Mr. Hanson,please let us know. :

Sincerely yours,
RICHARD E. McARDLE, Chief

; totha Aerhives. Universa nfs decent m tne Are 5, AI
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5610 December 30, 1959
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KE. Kk. Guerin, Presideat
AmeTican Federation of Geverument Bupleyess
Lodge Mo. 1910
Whitcter, Aleske

EU
M
oh

Dear Mr. Guerin:

May I refer to your letter of December 9, which is a very strong
axzumeant for jeccifieation of « connecting road between Vhittler a
and Portage. Most certainly eli who have a knowledge of the cir- :

cumstances described by you would appreciate the desirability ef
a roed out of Yaitcier aad be sympathetia to your proposal.

a
si
l

In order for tha Forest Service te have a voles in programing a
project, it would have to have previously been included om the
forest highway system in Alaska. Thie preject has se such statue,
and, although sympathetic to your wishes, I am not in a position
where I can help very mach.

Several months age I hed reasca to review the proposal you present
now. I was referred to a feauibility study made several year: age
by, I believe, che Corpe of Engineers, U. 5. Army. The repert ef
the reconnaissance which aupperted that study was to me very dis-
couraging, and would be, I feel sures, ta yeu should you have the
opportunity to review it. Extreme gradient, steepness of rock side
slope, and very difficult matatenanee conditious, with the threat
ef glacial action and slides were, as I remember it, some of the
major points of discouragement. I am mentioning this siace, if amy
Toad acceax to -Eittier becases programmed, (t must be with full
appreciation thet very abucrmal costs must be met and difficult
engineering probleme overcome. Of course @ real probability exists
that costs vould make the project prohibitive.

Bincerely yeurs,

P. D. BANSO
Regional Forester



“
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

ADDRESS REPLY TO BOX 1631
REGIONAL FORESTER - JUNEAU, ALASKA

AND REFER TO

5610 February 9, 1960

AIRMAIL

Hon, Ralph J. Rivers
House of Representatives

Dear Congressman Rivers:

Reference is made to Mr. Greeley's letter of February 2 to you regarding
the interest of the folks in Whittier for access to Portage by road. I
have, under date of December 30, replied directly to Mr. Guerin, and I
am enclosing a copy of that correspondence for your information.

I do know that sufficient study has been made historically to prove that
the construction and maintenance of any highway into Whittier would be
very expensive indeed, if not infeasible. The railroad had to go through
tunnels to gain access to that area, and it may be possible for highway
needs to be met only in that manner also. It would not be extremely dif-
ficult to gain access by road to Bear Valley, which lies between the two
sections of tunnels, but a continuation beyond that point would prove
difficult. I presume that the Alaska Railroad would not care to have the
present tunnels adapted for dual use, but if they are not too seriously
opposed, conceivably that might be a solution, at least one warranting
further study.

At the present time the Forest Service would not be justified in proposing
the inclusion of this project in the Forest Highway system; however, we
realize that the State of Alaska must also be interested in this project
and its representatives might have a different opinion. If so, the Forest
Service will be willing to consider any reasonable proposal.

Regional Forester

Enclosure (1)

ec: Chief, USFS

UA

sincerely yours,

P, D. ON

17 1967



Mareh 21, 1959

Honorable Frank Peratrovich
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Pranks

A
A es

of Senate Memorial Noe. 3, of which you
he author, has been agent to me by Acting

Governor Wade, Tnememorlal urgea the cone
struction of a4 road between Xlawock and
Hollis and that sane. be given

high orlority
|

in the plaming and developmentof the Alasiaroad system.
While I lmow that the allocation of funds and
establishment of priorities as to reads with-
in the state is strictly within the provinceof the appropriate state departmont, I would
certainly be happy to de anything I could fron
this end, These various road projects are, I
know, of vital importance to tne areas affected.
With kindest pereonal regards, in which Martha
joins, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
RJRimr Member of Congress

(LU

\



STATE OF ALASKA
SECRETARY OF STATE

JUNEAU

ChAt the recuest of the Lezislature of the State
of -laska, I have the hoor to transmit a certified copyof SENATE MEVORTAL NO. 3, respectfully urging that theaay

construction of a road betuye
hich priority in the vlannins
rosd system.
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WHEREAS, such a road would also allow the fishing fleets to

hee a |

transport their catches overland from the west coast to Hollis and

to retail and wholesale fresh fish markets; and

a WHEREAS, such a road would lead to great improvement of the

“to: . @eonomie well-being of the residents of the west coast of Prince

lees of of Wales Island; and

WHEREAS, the Senate of the Twenty-third Territorial Legis-
lature also favored such construction, proving that it is a matter

ral. a of continuing legislative concern;
NOW THEREFORE, your Memorialist, the Senate of the State of

Alaska in First Session assembled, respectfully urges that the

construction of a road between Klawock and Hollis be given high
fF

"priority in the planning and development of the Alaska road

WS “Passed by the Senate, February 21, 1959
}

/s/ William &. Beltz

President of the Senate

ATTEST?

/s/ Katherine T. Alexander

Secretary of the Senate

5 foregoing constitutecI hereby certify that the above and foregoing constitutes
a full, true and correct copy of Senate Memorial No. 3.4% PASE
the Senate of the State of Alaska. . 4 mene
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IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR PERATROVICH

SENATE MEMORIAL NO. 3

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATR OF ALASKA

FIRST LEGISLATURE FIRST SESSTON

TO THE HONORABLE LEWIS L. STRAUSS, SECRETARY OF COMMERCE: THE

HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE HONORABLE ERNEST GRUENING,

SENATORS FROM ALASKA; THE HONORABLE RALPH J, RIVERS, REPRESENTA~
TIVE FROM ALASKA; THE HONORABLE BERTRAM D, TALLAMY, FEDERAL HIGH~

WAY ADMINISTRATOR; THE HONORABLE ELLIS L. ARMSTRONG, COMMISSIONER

OF THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS; AND THE HONORABLE EDGAR H. SWICK,

REGIONAL ENGINEER, REGION TEN, BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS:

Your Memorialist, the Senate of the State of Alaska in First

Session assembled, respectfully submits that:

WHEREAS, the region between Klawock and Hollis on Frince of

Wales Island, Alaska, is a potential source of great mineral and

timber wealth; and
—

WHEREAS, the Harris River and Kiawock Lake on Prince of Wales

Island are excellent recreational areas; and .

WHEREAS, the Ketchikan Pulp Gompany has begun the construc-
tion of a road leading from Hollis to the west; and

WHEREAS, the construction of a road between Klawock would

encourage the economic development of the villages of Craig,
Klawock and Hydaburg on the west coast of Prince of Wales Island;
and

WHEREAS, the construction of such a road on said west coast
would enable at least five logging camps to transport logs by
overland route to Hollis, eliminating the need of moving such logs
by raft around hazardous Cape Chacon and through Clarence Strait;
and



fo Passed by the Howse February a6, 1959.

S, /8/ Warren A, Taylor
Speaker of the t

eps 95°." faf Botner Reed

°<Pagued by the Senate March 3, 1959.

oS Use cy /s/ WiAliem EB, Beltz
oe President of the Senate”
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a By DONNIS THOMPSON

a Times Correspondent
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Kenai, Alaska

7 January 1960

Representative Ralph gd Rivers
u.S. House of Representatives
Washington, De Ce.

Dear Representative Hivers:
The enclosed petition asking for the extension of the North Kenai

koend to fullow the shores of Cook Inlet und Chickaloon Bay to tie into
Hope and the Anchorage Causeway (when and if built) is based on the
following reusons:

(Historically, this road has been reugested by Memorial by two Terri-
topial Legislatures and lest year requested in part by the State Legislature).
The rood ie desperutely needed to:

i. wervice the beach where cver 100 people (40 to 60 families) fish
and jive in the summer (some are year round residents).

Ce ervice the existing homesteads along the beach,

. pea up the heretofore inaccessible areas of lakes and Inlet for
nis and tourists, a very wonderful recreation and scenic area,

6. ..d in develooment of the oil industry.

>. sid in the gas vipeline which is scheduled to f.llow this route to
wonerage and beyond (shortest point).

Dd. ive Wildwood's military a second route out.

7. .d2 in the development of Salamata, North Kenai, North Haven (incorporated)
sni tne vi:lage of Kenai all of whom depend on the uses of this north area,

5. «ise a second route to and from the Kenai Village area.

G, Make school by school buses accessiale to the children of the area (some
of ,nich walk 3 miles to catch the bus),

iv. This road would circle the edge of the Moose Range and would thus
Open up the most scenic area of the range without the destruction that a road
through th: center of the range could cauae.

ll. This road could be economically built and maintained. It is over a
sr-.vel subsurface for almost its entirety while a road through the interior of
tne Moone Range would necessitate long gravel hauls. (Also, a road through
the middle of the Moose Range would not service anyone).

~2. the foregoing and many other reasons, we urgently request the
imme iiate construction of this road along Cook Inlet and Chickaloon Bay. Thank

CC: Brnest Greuning
. Bartle tt Very truly youre,

Governor Egan of VezHerb Lang Z f), C047 AA
Lee 4A. Yohnson
Richard A. Vowning The Petitioners
Drs Theo Norby by Salamata Community Club
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March 30, 1959

Honorable Allan L. Petersen
House of Representatives
Alaska State LegislatureJuneau, Alaska

x Dear Allan:
A copy of House Joint Memorial Mo. 3, (of which ouave one of the authors, has been sent to meby
Acting Governor Wade on the subject of a road be-

|

-tween Hope and Kenai. Needless to say, Iwill do
my best in obtaining federal funds for the Alaska
road system. This money, Of course, made avail-

. able to Alaskaunder the. FederalHighway Act; ©"

turned over to the state under negotiated arrange-
ments for use in connection with primary,‘secondary
and urban reads. Accordingly, most of the process= —

ing of your request would be at the state level in
arranging to have this road included in the plan.
which is agreed upon by the Department of Commerce
and the Alaska Highway an@ Public Works Department.

With sincere good wishes, I am

‘Cordially yours,"

Ralph J, Rivers
RIR: mr Member of Congress

laskaFairans,
archer

tIniversiv
ament in the Archives, Univershty of A

a doeThis is a COPY OF



March 30, 1959

Honorabla Earl D. Hillstrand
House ofRepresertatives

- Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Earl:

A copy of House Joint Memorial No. 3, of which you
are one of the authors, has been sent to me by Act~
ing GovernorWade on the subject of a road between
Hope and Kenai. Needless to say, I will do my
best in obtaining federal funds for the Alaska read
system. This money, made available to Alaska under
the Federal Highway Aid Act ia turned. ovar to the
state undex negotiated arrangements for use in con=
nection with primary, secondary and urban roada.
Accordingly, most of the processing of your request
would be at the state level in arranging to have
this road included in the plan which is agreed upon
by the Department of Commerce and the Alaska High~
way and Public Works Department.

We had a good visit with Vic after his operation
at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, at which time he was
recovering quite well. Will look forward to seeing
you the next time we get to Anchorage.

With sincere good wishes, I am

Cordially yours,

:
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Jith sincere good wishes, in which Martha joins,

x

“2 QR

Gordially yours,

Ralph J. Rivars
Membar of Congraas



tween Hope and Kenai, Alaska, along Cook Inlet.
OS HOE NLL Behl:

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of State

4 Encl.
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STATE OF ALASKA
SECRETARY OF STATE

JUNEAU

March 23, 1959 *

Honorable Ralph J. 8ivers
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Congressman Rivers:

; At the request of the Legislature of the

State of Alaska, I have the honor to transmit to

you a certified copy of HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 3,
nvyemine tha annetyrurtian af a road hee
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JUNEAU 99601 .

February 15, 1966
Re: 00-2508

Mr. Al Phelps, President
Northwestern Alaska Chamber of Commerce
P. O. Box 251
Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Mr. Phelps:

Thank you for your letter requesting further information on the proposeda ERNET I regret the delay in making reply, but hope you
will understand the pressures of work in this office when the legislature
is in session,
The survey you referred to started approximately one year ago. Considerable
work was done prior to that time by the Bureau of Public Roads in 1957 and
1958, Most of their work consisted of acquiring aerial photo maps, geologic
reports, and other data that would be necessary to determine feasibility
routings of such a road. In 1965 we did extensive aerial photogrammetric
study work in our Fairbanks office and accomplished field reconnaissance
on the entire length of the route between Fairbanks and Nome. It is our
hope that we will have a

comet report ready for release sometime during
the latter part of 1966..

Bear in mind that we still have additional studies and field work to accomp-
lish prior to completing:the feasibility study.

The State's position, shared by me, is that a road connecting Nome with
Alaska's main highway system wouldbe an economic asset to Alaska.

However, prospects are not bright that sufficient funds will be available in
the immediate future for

Financing such construction.
Extremely preliminary ‘cost estimates indicate a low-class two-lane road be-
tween Nome and Fairbanks will cost upwards to one hundred million dollars.
Based on present State averages, we estimate maintenance will annually cost
seventeen hundred dollars per mile. Its length will be approximately 500
miles, This means that annual maintenance costs will be about $850,000 for
such a route. And this does not take into consideration capital investment

- costs in maintenance stations and equipment.

The State annually matches every federal dollar available for highway con-
struction. Total federal funds available are some $22,000,000 for primary

FEB18 1966

EPARTMENT OF Hic

Falrbanks-Nome Highway.



Al Phelps
= — February 15, 1966

highway construction and $17,000,000 available for secondary highway con-
struction. These sums are a far cry from the actual funding need that
exists in Alaska.

In addition to the above funds, present State budget proposals contemplate
appropriation for the next fiscal year of $10,445,500 to the highway pro-
gram. Approximately $10,000,000 of this amount are derived from State
revenue sources, These monies provide the matching funds for the Federal-
State highway program, as well as all the funds for highway maintenance.

You mentioned highway beautification funds in your letter. These are fed-
eral funds and can be usied for no other purpose than provided in the recent
federal statute which initiated this special program.

in the early 1960's an economic report was prepared by Dr. Richard Cooley
utilizing State funds under contract of the University of Alaska. Purpose

©

of Dr. Cooley's study was to determine intermediate control. points along
the route of sufficient economic significance to warrant consideration in
the route location. The results of Dr, Cooley's report, as you are undoubtedly
aware, were less than encouraging, But the faith of the State that the great
Northwest area of Alaska does indeed have highly ‘promising economic and nat-
ural resource potential was not dimmed by the Cooley report. There is no
denying that the subject: report presented a setback in our hopes to convince
Federal officials and the U. S, Congress of the imperative need for special
additional Federal matching funds to accomplish construction of projects such
as the Highway to Nome,

But the State Administration and Alaska's Congressional Delegation continue
to exert extensive effort to convince the United States Department of Commerce,
the Bureau of the Budget and Congress that large sums of additional money are
annually needed,

Congress must give recognition of the need for a special funding program if
we are to realize fruition in the foreseeable future of our conviction that
roads such as the ones proposed for the Northwest area and the Katmai-Bristol
Bay area will be highly beneficial to Alaska's development. The kind of
money involved in constructing such routes at the present time is far out of
reach of the State itself. And the Federal-State program badly needs fund
bolstering if we are to contemplate programming such routings in the near
future, That is why we so wholeheartedly supported the federally financed
Highway Needs Study, The final conclusions and recommendations resulting
from that study have not yet been made public by the U. S,. Department of
Commerce.

We hope the feasibility results of the present survey and study being conducted
by the State Department of Highways on the Nome-Fairbanks routing will add
strength to our plea for additional funding. As Governor Egan has so aptly
stated, a new spirit is awaxening.in Northwest Alaska as a result of recent
mineral resource exploration and development. These factors will be taken
into consideration in our review of the field reports.



E>

te
en

,

Al Phelps — “—" February 15, 1966

Your letter stated that the prople of Alaska six long years ago authorized
the sale of $1,50C,000 in bonds as State matching money for the construction
of a Nome~-Fairbanks highway. I know there are many citizens of your area
who have understandable misconception as to the actual facts of the bonding
situation referred to. To clarify this misunderstanding I will attempt to
review the history of the highway bonding proposition. The proposition
the people of Alaska voted on in 1960 read as follows:

"Shall the State of Alaska issue its general obligation bonds in the prin-
cipal sum of not to exceed $23,000,000 bearing interest at not to exceed 6%

per annum and maturing in not to exceed 30 years from date of issue for the
purpose of paying all or wart of the cost of acquiring, constructing, equipping
and making necessary capital improvements to State ferries and ferry facilities,
and roads and highways,

_/
~/ "

It was generally understood at the time the people voted on that bond issue,
that $15,000,000 would be utilized for construction of three State ferries
and terminals for the Inside Passage run; that $3,000,000 would be utilized
for construction of a State ferry for the Southwestern run to Kodiak; and
that $5,000,000 would be utilized to meet State matching fund obligations
for federal highway funds. The proposition was approved by the voters in
November, 1960,

No

Then, in 1961, the Alaska Legislature enacted a Statute that became Chapter
142, Laws of Alaska, 1961, That Statute reads as follows:

"There is hereby appropriatedfrom the Ferries, Roads and Highways Construction
Fund to the Department of Public Works (i.e. now Department of Highways) the
sume of $1,000,000 contingent on the availability of federal and highway match-
ing funds for new road construction, Emphasis is to be placed on connecting
centers of population to the State highway system that are not connected to
the system by ferry or road."

You will note that nowhere in the Statute is mention made of any specific
new road,

The proposition the people of Alaska approved in 1960 had no strings attached
as to what road funding the $5,000,000 in Highway bonds would be used for,
Chapter 142, Laws of Alaska, 1961, did not either specify any particular road.
But the 1961 Statute did provide that $1,000,000 of the bonding authorization
would be used to match federal aid funds for new road construction with the
emphasis on connecting centers of population to the State highway system,

Four million dollars of the 1960 Highway bond issue authorization has been
obligated to matching the regular federal aid funds. But Governor Egan has
insisted that the intent of the Legislature in enacting Chapter 142, 1961, was
for the specific purpose of providing matching funds for a road to Nome at such

Yes /

/



Al Pneips Gees - $ t "February 15, 1966

time as sufficient federal funds would become available to finance such a
matching fund road project. In 1961 we had high hopes that the Federal
Government would recognize the long years we had been neglected in the road-
building program while we were a Territory, and that a special additional
federal funding program for roads would soon be made available. We are
still trying to convince Washington, D. C., on that score,

Each year during budget review meetings, Governor Egan has stoutly protected
the Nome road in his insistence that legislative:intent in 1961 was to pro-
vide $1,000,000 in bond monies to match federal funds for such a road just
as soon as sufficient monies became available. Consequently, the $1,000,000
has not been diverted to general program matching. It is obvious that so
far as Governor Egaan is concerned, the $1,000,000 in bonding authority will
continue to remain available for matching for Northwest area highway routing.
Strengthening the Governor's position as to intent of Chapter 142, Laws of
Alaska, 1961, is House Resolution No, 32 of that year, While House Resolution
No, 32 is strictly the expression of one House of the Legislature, nevertheless
it passed the House prior to final passage of the bill that became Chapter 142,

I have recently read.statements in the press quoting certain legislators as
indicating that the $1,000,000 in bonding fund monies had been diverted to
other projects. As you can see from the above explanation, there is not a
shred of truth to such aspersions. Governor Egan has seen to that.

It is exceptionally difficult to justify large expendituresfor short mileages
of road unless feasibility projections rather clearly show that adequate
traffic volume will utilize such segments. I hope that our present survey and
feasibility study will ascertain that the newly northwest oriented development
progress has made the picture more promising. If we can logically establish
that building to certain control points will provide reasonable traffic and
economic development volumes between those points and the main system, perhaps
the overall programming difficulty can sooner be overcome.

-I hope this letter pretty well ccevers the logical questions you submitted in
your letter, And let me assure you that those of us in the Department of High-
ways are very much interested in seeing a program developed that will open up
such vast potentially productive areas as the Northwest district and down the
Alaska Peninsula. The need is great, The cost is great. If we are going to
be able to expedite our goal, we must have a more realistic financial support
program - at least for the next decade.

Best wishes to you and the people of Northwest Alaska.

MEL,pragrafLif‘B.A. Camptell
Acting carbon 7 of Highways

CC: Governor Eagn Sen. Walsh Sen. Bradshaw Rep. Bill Ray Rep. Sheldon
one

Sen. Bartlett Sen, Blodgett Rep. Balone Rep. LeFevre Sen, Butrovich
Sen, Gruening Sen, Foster Rep, Stalker Rep. Skinner Sen, Pearson
Rep. Rivers Sen. Hopson Rep. Kerttula Rep. Taylor Sen. McNealy
Rep. Gravel Sen. Kilcher Rep. Guess Rep. Josephson Rep. Christiansen
Rep. Rader Rep, Sassarra. Rep. Lottsfeldt K. Brandley Rep, StrandbergState Chamber of Commerce - Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
Arctic Circle Chamber of Commerce ‘
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COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

a

1965 padreDecember 22,

Cnichensff
OQuginkie, Alaska

Shicheno£ft:

Senator Bartlett is in Alaska and so I am writing
you in his behalfas well as Senator Greuning and
Representative Rivers.

You will recall, earlier this year you sent a
petition covering a number of items including resto-

We took this matter up with a
number of federal agencies and enclose copies of
letters from the Alaska Department of Highways, the
Office of Emergency Planning and the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. .

ce

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Mary Lee Council
Administrative Assistant to
Senator E. L. Bartlett

: Hon. Ernest Gruening
Hon. Ralph J. Rivers

LMS IS & COPY OPA clewipmonb in bha AenbLine os eoaW

DEC 23 1965 ©
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STATE oF ALASIXA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERHOR

BOX 184] — JUNEAU 9980]

August 24, 1965
Re: 00-1722

Ouzinkie Roads

Honorable E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
Room 248
Senate Office Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Senator Bartlett:

Reference is made to your letter of July 14, 1965 and our interim reply of
July 21 concerning the road repair work at Ouzinkie.

The roads at Ouzinkie were inspected by officials of the State Highway Department
and the Bureau of Public Roads, It was found that the so-called roads consist of
trails or foot paths three to five feet wide and are used exclusively to walk or
carry supplies from one part of the village to the other. The vehicles at Ouzinkie
consist of two or three bicycles, several small wagons, and a garden tractor. These
can hardly be considered roads in the strict senseof the word.

It is true that damage did occur to the foot of the path by tidal wave and tide
action due primarily to the lowering of the entire area. We estimate that ap-
proximately one-half mile of the path has been damaged. Repairs would require
cutting a new path into the side hill along the beach and protecting the outside
slope with riprap.. We estimate approximately five days work with the bulldozer
and 1500 cubic yards of riprap would be required to accomplish this. We also
noted that a trail has been cut to the top of the hill by the Public Health Serv-
ice for a water project they have underway. [It is conceivable that this path

"could be continued along the top of the hill. However, it would not serve the
Village as well as the original location along the beach. There is no question
in our minds that damage did occur and repairs should be eligible under PL875.

We suggest that you inform the village of Ouzinkie to apply directly to the Of-
fice of Emergency Planning so that this can be resolved, This is not a Highway
problem. However, if we can be of further assistance, providing you any more
information, Please

let us know. YC

Sincerely yours, SL
5NY
Conn ssioner of Highways



EXECUTIVE OFFLCEH OF ‘THM LUNE
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING

Washington, D.c. 200°4

od

COPY
September 3, 1965

Honorable E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
Washngton, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Bartlett:

This is in response to your recent letter concerning
the possibility of PL 81-875 assistance for road repair
work at Ouzinkie, Alaska.

Under Public Law 875 we are authorized to provide
assistance in making emergency repairs and temporary
replacements of essential public facilities. We had the
situation at Ouzinkie investigated and have been informed
that the residents have restored the roads sufficiently
so that they have served the locality since the time of
the earthquake. Work in addition to that already performed
would be an improvement. We cannot, accordingly, approve
the item as a PL 875 project.

Sincerely,

Buford Ellington
Director

‘ £ aisa copy of s rotrnerd



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
i JUNEAU AREA OFFICE

JUNEAU, ALASKA

December 15, 1965

Hon. E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
248 Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bartlett:

This has reference to our letter of October 1, 1965 regarding
the footpath or road at Ouzinkile.

Mr. W. O. Craig, our Area Field Representative, has informed
us that the Public Health Service cleared a path alongside-
the new waterline which was installed, but there is no
gravel on the cleared path. It can be used only for foot
traffic or a tracked vehicle. Due the the lard status at
Ouzinkie we are unable to spend funds of our road program
to make further improvements.

‘Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) SW. Smith

Acting Area Director

Ke }
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STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

|

I
i

|

|

WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR

April 14, 1965 iat (7

]

BOX 1841— JUNEAU , a

Vvove bef
5 3 {

Re: 00-2709

Mr, G. L. Thomas
Star Route
Kenai, Alaska

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Thank you for your letter of April 8, 1965 complaining about the
condition of the North Kenai Road.

I have received ‘considerable correspondence, phone calls, telegrams,
etc., the past few days concerning this highway. Mr. Donald Stein,
my special assistantfor operations, visited the area last Tuesday
and reviewed the conditions on the ground with various local citizens.
As Mr. Stein explained at that time, the first ten mile section from
the Wildwood Station to the oil refinery will be advertised for con-
struction bids in the very near future. Condemnation actions on the
remaining parcels of right of way are presently being filed and as
soon as these are filed we will be able to advertise the project.
The six miles north of the oil refinery is presently in the design
stage and should be ready to go to contract late next fall or early
next spring.

I am sorry that'the people in the area have been inconvenienced as a
result of a severe back up this spring.

Very truly yours,|

Commissioner of Highways
CC: ‘Senators Gruening & Bartlett

Representative Rivers
Senator Kilcher
Representatives Metcalf & Tillion



ALASKA(DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS)

April 13, 1965

Mr. Donald A. McKinnon
Commissioner
Department of Highways
Box 1841
Juneau, Alaska, 99801

Dear Don:

The enclosed letter from Mr. Grady Thomas is self~-

explanatory. Inasmuch as Thomas sent a like letter

to you, I enclose mine only for your ready reference.

Thomas has been informed that this matter is within

your jurisdiction and not one for consideration on

the Federal level. Therefore, I limit my remarks to

exprassing the hope that the North Kenai Road probien

will be solved in the near future.

Thanking you and with best wishes, I an

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers,
Member of Congress



ALASKA (DEPT, OF HIGHWAYS)

April 13, 1965:

Mr. G, L. Thomas
Star Route
Kenai, Alaska

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Your letter of April 8complaining of alowness in
blacktopping the North Kenai Road, addressed to me and
several others, has been received. I notice that
Mr. Donald McKinnon, Alaska's Commissioner of Highways
is among those to whom you sent the letter, as well as
three State legislators,
You were certainly on the right track in voicing your
complaint to those State authorities because the
allocation to particular projects of federal aid funds
made available to the State each year is a matter of
State jurisdiction. In other words our Senators and
I help get about $40 million of such Federal funds
each year on a 95~5 matching basis for highway con=-
struction in Alaska of primary, secondary and urban
roads, but do not essay to tell the State administra~
tion, after the State receives such money, where and
how to apply same, 1 know you will understand that
I would be “off-base", so to speak, if I interjected
myself into State administrative affairs, Neverthe~
less I will write McKinnon a line in your behalf ex~
pressing ny interest in the timely solving of the
North Kenai Road problem,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers,
Member of Congress

Ke
m
i]
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FILE: STATE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

May 12, 1966

Honorable Arthur P, Knight
Mayor of Cordova
Alaska

Dear Mr. Knight:

Thank you fox sending copy of Resolution 66-16

relative to a road from Portage to Whittier, I had
Mae. Gust SD

previously received a commumication from the-Aiaska Rw

Sport~Pish-andGawe—Tnstitute on this same mattex

and have suggested that meetings with State Highway

Commissioner McKinnon and Regional Engineer

Willian J. Niemi of the Bureau of Public Roads might

be helpful.
With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers,
Member of Congress



WARREN G. MAGNUSON, WASH, CHAS ey

JOHN G, PASTORE, R.1. NORRIS COT.. -NLH. f
=

A. S. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, THRUSTON B.MORTON, KY. =
STROM THURMOND, S.C. HUGH SCOTT, PA,
FRANK J, LAUSCHE, OHIO WINSTON L. PROUTY, WT.

cUaImeNGLEveAttr Wnilea Slates Senate
VANCE HARTKE, IND.
GALE W. MCGEE, Wyo. COMMITTEE ON COMMERCEPHILIP A, HART, MICH.
HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV.

EDWARD JARRETT, CHIEF CLERK

May 6, 1966

Mayor Arthur 2. Knight
Cordova
Alaska

Dear Mr. Knight:

Thank you for sending copy of Resolution 66-16
relative to a road from Portage to Whittier. I
had previously received a comminication from the Alaska
Sport Fish and Game Institute on this same matter and
have suggested that meetings with State-Highway Commissioner
McKinnon and Regional Engineer William J. Niemi of the
Bureau of Public Roads might be helpful. 1 am sending

Zz them copies of the resolution and am also sending ao copy to Joseph H. FitzGerald at Anchorage who is Chairman
of the Federal Field Committee forDevelopment Planning.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

E. L. Bartlett

ce: Mr. Donald A. McKinnon
Mr. William J. Niemi
Mr. Joseph H. FitzGerald
Hon. Ernest GrueningVion. Ralph J. Rivers

MAY S 1968



= . eeCITY OF CORDOVA
CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574

“Ghe Friendly City”

RESOLUTTON No. 66-16

WHEREAS the Citv of Cordova deems it exnedient to construct a
road, continuing from the Seward Highwav at Portage to Whittier,
Alaska, and

WHEREAS the Department of Defense has deemed it necessarv that a
Nineline be constructed for transnort of netroleum nroducts from
Whittier, Alaska to military bases adjacent to Anchorage, Alaska,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Cordova, Alaska,
that the Denartment of Defense, the Denartment of Interior, and
the Denartment of Agriculture be urged te construct a road, continuing
from the Seward Highwav at Portage to Whittier, Alaska, in conjunctionwith the nineline project.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that construction of such road would be
justified in that:

~

1. Military effort would be aided by such road in installation and
maintenance of the pnineline.
2. Port of Whittier access would be continued if disaster were to
occur in the railroad tunnel.

3. Prince William Sound and Creater Anchorage residents would be
interlinked via surface vehicle travel by a distance within 60 land
miles rather than the nresent 300 land miles, with Alaska Marine
Highwav connections.

4, The economy of earthavake stricken Prince William Sound would
be accelerated by market access for the vast untouched natural
resources of Prince William Sound.

5. An extremely attractive recreation travel route would be
established via the Glenn Highwav-Richardson llighwav to Valdez,
with return via Alaska “‘larine Highwav to Whittier and thence back
to Anchorage.
6. All of magnificent Prince William Sound's scenic 3790 miles
of shoreline would have surface vehicle access to owners and
operators of nicasure craft in the Greater Anchorage area with
the same access to the Sound's unlimited deer, mountain goat, bear
and migratorv bird hunting, as well as unlimited snort fishing.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS EY Ad ONY OF LPY) als 1966.
a OL
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(STATE)
X°"%¥ BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

May 6, 1966

Mr, Ron L, Rettig
President
Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
Post Jffice Box 71
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Ron:

Your transmittal to me of a copy of the resolution passed
by the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute concerning
the proposed highway to Whitter is much appreciated,

I will, of course, discuss this matter with the two
Senators. In the meantime, I would suggest that you
meet with State Highway Director McKinnon and Regional
Engineer William J, Niemi of the Bureau of Public Roads,
as the matter will be handled by their respective
offices,
With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress



rNWs Phe

OFFICERS
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DIRECTORS
DAVE ROBINSON
KEN BRADY
DON DAFOE
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The Honorable Ralph Rivers
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

ALASKA SPORT FISH and GAME INSTITUTEud)
BOX 71 >» » » >» ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501SN, NEY

LCMoy

April 29, 1966

Dear Representative Rivers:

May we respectfully request your attention to the attached

copy of a resolution adopted last evening by the Board of Directors of

the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute.
An expression of your views on the subject of the resolution,

a proposed road to Whittier, Alaska, will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

WKNLyRon L. Rettig, aan
ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME INSTITUTE
P. 0. Box 71
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

MAY 2 1966



C= STATE 7“PARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

April 15, 1966

Mr. Donald A, McKinnon
Commissioner
Department of Highways
Box 1841
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr, McKinnon:

William I, Waugaman, General Manager of the Usibelli

Coal Mine, has sent me a copy of the letter and petition
he directed to you regarding the need for a bridge across

the Nenana River at Healy Forks, It would be much

appreciated if you would send Mr, Rivers who is now

in Alaska -~ a copy of your reply to Mr, Waugaman,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Donald R, Greeley
Administrative Assistant to

Raiph J. Rivers, M. C,



TESPARTMENTOF HIGHWAYSOdin

April 15, 1966

Mr. William I, Waugaman
General Manager
Usibelli Coal Mine, Incorporated
Box 847
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Bill:

Ralph is in Alaska and in his absence I acknowledge receipt
of a copy of the April 7 letter you addressed to Highway
Commissioner McKinnon — and the accompanying petition ~
concerning the need for a bridge across the Nenana River
at Healy Forks,

While this is a matter under the jurisdiction of the
State Government of Alaska, rather than the Federal
government, I am glad to assist you by writing to
Commissioner McKinnon regarding your request, I.hope
this will be helpful in securing favorable results for
you.

With best wishes, I am .

Sincerely,

Donald R, Greeley
Administrative Assistant to

Ralph J, Rivers, M, C.



April 7, 1966

Mr. 9, fh. McKinnon
Commissioner of Highways
West 7th & D Street
Juneau, Alaske

Dear Mr. McKinnon3

I am enclosing a petition containing 202 names of edults requesting
e highway bridge bs constructad across the NenaneRiver at Healy Forks,
Alaska. These people are the residents of the three isolated coal mining
communities on tha Healy River namely Suntrana, Usibelli and Cripple Creek.

At the pregent tire Golden Valley Electric Asyocistionis constructing
a fifteen million dollar coal-fired power plent on the isoleted side of the
Nenana River. A fifty-Camily commmity will be constructed this summer to
suppert thie rower facility along with a hundred-man constructionccamp,. I
estimate thet within two years there will be at least five hundred people
living on the wrong side of the Nenane River thet will not heave iccegs to
Alaskas highway system for the luck of a bridge.

The only besiec industry on Alaskae Railbelt wre the coal mines in the
Healy Valley. Along uith the vast coal] reasrves the valley has lerge deposits
of high grade pottery clay, mounteing of send and gravel, plentyof water,
plus a low-cost power duprly.e The only thing that is pvesently stifeling
the growth of this area le its inaccessability by highway. This inaccessability
is also a very costly item tc the operators of the mines and the constructors
of the Pover Plant. ~

t+ is my understanding that wore than $1.25,000,000.00 will be expended
constructing the highway that varaliels the Aiaske Feilroed fram Palmer to
Nenana. To me it is rather ironical that the largest population area for
this 275 mile distance cennct use the road fer the leck of ¢ bridges If this
highway is to justify this expenditure it cen do so only if appropriate feeder
eccess roads ere consiructsd to the population centers.

We request thet your office do everything possible to expedite the
ecnstruction of @ highway bridge across the Nenana at Healy Forks.

Sinwrely,
Usibslli Goel Mine, Ine.

eo: Senator E. L. Bartlett
Mr. We. J. Niemi Williem I. Waugaman
Mr. Lowell K. Bridvell General Manager
Honoreble Aslph J. Rivers

APR 1958



RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ALASKAN SPORT FISH AND GAME
INSTITUTE URGING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPLE-USE ROADWAY TO WHITTIER, ALASKA

WHEREAS, ‘the Alaska Millitary tis scheduled t construct a petroleum pipe+
Line from Whittier, Alaska,, to the: millliitemyy basess near Achorage:? fort critical.
defense needs:,. and!

be Pan phere ds ng aecess to the Port of TALI Lae:
tunnels of the 4!aske Riulroad, and

WHEREAS a highway would serve as an alternete route in the event the
tunnel became impassable,.and

WHEREAS the Reilroad questions the joint use of the tunnel to the extent
that it has submitted the question of safety of such an installation to the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, and

WHEREASan extension of the Portage Glacier highway to Whittier, about
three and one-half miles, would provide the only safe alternate pipeline route to
Whittier, and

WHEREAS the concurrent installation of the pipeline adjacent to the road-
bed would result in a much lower per mile road cost than would otherwise be possible
and

WHEREAS such a highway extension would serve also to open up the Port of
Whittier to automobile traffic, and

WHEREAS such opening would make possible surface transportation for the
development of commerce between the communities of Prince William Sound and the
most: heavily populated region of Alaska, the Cook Inlet area, and

/

WHEREAS Whittier is a completely ice free port accessible by water to
all of Prince William Sound, a vast area of protected waters having 3700 miles of
timbered shoreline and hundreds of timbered islands, and

WHEREAS Prince William Sound is an immense.storehouse of scenic beauty
holding almost totally untapped resources for recreational hunting and fishing not
presently available for such recreational use by Alaskan and visitor enjoyment, and

WHEREAS construction of an automobile route to Whittier would greatly
facilitate the construction of the military pipeline and at the same time open the
area as a tremendous visitor and recreational attraction,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
does hereby urge the Honorable Senator E. L. (Bob) Bartlett, the Honorable Senator
Ernest Gruening, the Honorable Representative Relph Rivers, the Honorable Secretary
of Defense McNamara, the Honorable Secretary of Interior Udall, the Honorable
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman and the Honorable William A. Egan, Governor of
Alaska, to marshall all possible resources for the prompt construction of an auto-
mobile route to the Port of Whittier, Alaska, for the use of the military, parti-
cularly for pipeline construction, for the development of tourism, for the
commercial development of the vast fish, timber and mineral resources of Prince
William Sound and for opening the greatest natural hunting and fishing area of
America to the 67,000 holders of Alaska hunting and fishing licenses and the vast
numbers of other sports-minded Americans.

Adopted unanimously April 28, 1966
by Board of Directors
ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME INSTITUTE



RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ALASKA SPORT YISH AND GAME
INSTITUTE URGING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPLE-USE ROADWAY TO WHITTIER, ALASKA

WHEREAS the Alaska Military is scheduled to construct a petroleum pipe-
line from Whittier, Alaska, to the military bases near Anchorage for critical
defense needs, and

WHEREAS there is no access to the Port of Whittier save through the
tunnels of the Alaska Reilroad, and

WHEREAS a highway would serve as an alternete route in the event the
tunnel became impassable, and

WHEREAS the Reilroad questions the joint use of the tunnel to the extent
that it has submitted the question of safety of such an installation to the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, and

WHEREAS an extension of the Portage Glacier highway to Whittier, about
three and one-half miles, would provide the only safe alternate pipeline route to
Whittier, and

WHEREAS the concurrent installation of the pipeline adjacent to the road-
bed would result in a much lower per mile road cost than would otherwise be possible
and

WHEREAS such a highway extension would serve also to open up the Port of
Whictier to automobile traffic, and

WHEREAS such opening would make possible surface transportation for the
development of commerce between the communities of Pxince William Sound and the
most heavily populated region of Alaska, the Cook Inlet area, and

WHEREAS Whittier is a completely ice free port accessible by water to
all of Prince William Sound, a vast area of protected waters having 3700 miles of
timbered shoreline and hundreds of timbered islands, and

WHEREAS Prince William Sound is an immense storehouse of scenic beauty
holding almost totally untapped resources for recreational hunting and fishing not
presently available for such recreational use by Alaskan and visitor enjoyment, and

WHEREAS construction of an automobile route to Whittier would greatly
facilitate the construction of the military pipeline and at the same time open the
area as a tremendous visitor and recreational attraction,

NOW THRREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
does hereby urge the Honorable Senator E. L. (Bob) Bartlett, the Honorable Senator
Ernest Gruening, the Honorable Representative Relph Rivers, the Honorable Secretary
of Defense McNamara, the Honorable Secretary of Interior Udall, the Honorable
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman and the Honorable William A. Egan, Governor of
Alaska, to marshall all possible resources for the prompt construction of an auto-
‘mobile route to the Port of Whittier, Alaska, for the use of the military, parti-
cularly for pipeline construction, for the development of tourism, for the
commercial develonment of the vast fish, timber and mineral resources of Prince
William Sound and for opening the greatest natural hunting and fishing area of
America to the 67,000 holders of Alaska hunting and fishing licenses and the vast
numbers of other sports-minded Americans.

Adopted unanimously April 28, 1966
by Board of Directors
ALASKA SPORT FISH AND GAME INSTITUTE
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6-1 Roads (Whittier)
ELB :MLC /dh

COPY
May 6, 1966

Mayor Arthur P. Haishs
Comieve
Alaska

Deut Me, night:
Tuan you for

sendHing copy of Resolutions 86-16
relative to a cond fsom Portage to Whitedler. =
had previously received a reommuication from the Alsakea
Sport Fisk and Game Instliute em this same matter and
have sugested that vA

bit
State Highway Commissioner

Meitinnon and @ecienal Eouins ‘iliies J, Wiend of tha
Burasa of Public Aonds nightbe “helpfal. 1 ws sending
them copies of che vegolution and am also

nending
a

copy to Josoph HN. FiezGerald at Aschorasze whe is Chaimman
o£ the faderal Field Comoltcea for Pavelopaent Plauncing.

With best wishes, 1 an

Sincerely yours,

Be Le Bartlest.
ec: Mr. Donald a,

MekAinnonUr, Willies J. Niet
Hz, Joseph M, Vatetarald
Hao, Exness Stusriaglobe Ralph de bhbadVOR

Hatha,
TWniversity of. Alaska F nirhanl, behenhiead



FILE: STATE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

May 18, 1966

Mr. W. H, Seott
President
Greater Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
304 G Street
Anchorage, Alaska $9501

Dear My, Scotts

Thank you for sending copy of Resolution 66-16

relative to a road from Portage to Whittier, I had

previously received a communication from Mayor Knight

of Cordova on this same matter and have suggested that

neetings with State Highway Commissioner McKinnon

and Regional Engineer William J, Niemi of the Bureau

of Public Roads might be helpful.
With best wishes, £ am

Sincerely,

Ralph J, Rivers,
Member of Congress



Rene

Room 541
Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Rivers:

Within fifty-five miles of Anchorage, Alaska, lies an area
which is referred to as a 'Billion Dollar Recreation Area' -
Prince William Sound. Presently, the Chugach Mountain Range
separates Anchorage residents from this area, with the exception
of a freight-cargo rail connection operated by the Alaska Railroad
that runs through a narrow glaciated barrier of three and one-
half miles. Tunnels have been utilized to garner access by the
railroad; however, to date, a question of safety has kept the
Alaska Railroad from allowing joint use of the present access,
other than regular scheduled freight trains into the area.

The purpose of this letter is to apprise you of recent announce-
ments by the Alaska Military to construct a petroleum pipeline
from Whittier, Alaska, to the military bases near Anchorage
and ‘to ask youesupport - and that of your good offices - to
assist us in obtaining an automobile route into this tremendous
recreation and natural resource area.

The attached Resolution adopted by the Alaska Sport Fish and
Game Institute merely reiterates our Chamber's viewpoint and
will give you further pertinent details about the desirability
of having public access to this important area.

Any assistance you can possibly give this project will be ap-
preciated.

(yA
W. H. Seott
President

Macka Fairbanks.fiamanStor AF

PLEASE REPLY AIRMAIL

Vv

\9
aa or Many

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
304 G STREET PHONE

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA BROADWAY 8.-1711

May 9, 1966

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
House of Renvresentatives

Z
E

AIRGR THE WORLD”



RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DERECTORS OF THE ALASKAN ‘SPORT: FISH AND: GAME
INSTITUTE URGING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPLE-USE ROADWAY TO WHITTIER, ALASKA

WHEREAS, :the -Alaska Military tis scheduled ttm construct a petroleum pipe+
line from Whittier, Alaska,, to the miiliitanyy basess nea Anchorage’ fort critical.
defense needs, andt

hh Fas there is no access to the Port of Whiitac. tare Lavo.
tunnels of the: Aluaske Rcoilroad, and

WHEREAS a highway would serve as an alterncte route in the event the
tunnel became impassable, and

WHEREAS the Reilroad questions the joint use of the tunnel to the extent
that it has submitted the question of safety of such an installation to the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, and

WHEREAS an extension of the Portage Glacier highway to Whittier, about
three and one-half miles, would provide the only safe alternate pipeline route to
Whittier, and

WHEREAS the concurrent installation of the pipeline adjacent to the road-
bed would result in a much lower per mile road cost than would otherwise be possible
and ,

WHEREAS such a highway extension would serve also to opén up the Port of
Whittier to automobile traffic, and

WHEREAS such opening would make possible surface transportation for the
development of commerce between the communitiesof Prince William Sound and the
most heavily populated region of Alaska, the Cook Inlet area, and

WHEREAS Whittier is a completely ice free port accessible by water to
all of Prince William Sound, a vast area of protected. waters having 3700 miles of
timbered shoreline and hundreds of timbered islands, and ,

WHEREAS Prince William Sound is an immense storehouse of scenic beauty
holding almost totally untapped resources for recreational hunting and fishing not
presently available for such recreational use by Alaskan and visitor enjoyment, and

WHEREAS construction of an automobile route to Whittier would greatly
facilitate the construction of the military pipeline and at the same time open the
area as a tremendous visitor and recreational attraction,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Sport Fish and Game Institute
does hereby urge the Honorable Senator E, L. (Bob) Bartlett, the Honorable Senator
Ernest Gruening, the Honorable Representative Relph Rivers, the Honorable Secretary
of Defense McNamara, the Honorable Secretary of Interior Udall, the Honorable
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman and the Honorable William A. Egan, Governor of
Alaska, to marshall all possible resources for the prompt construction of an auto-
mobile route to the Port of Whittier, Alaska, for the use of the military, parti-
cularly for pipeline construction, for the development of tourism, for the
commercial development of the vast fish, timber and minerai resources of Prince
William Sound and for opening the greatest natural hunting and fishing area of
America to the 67,000 holders of Alaska hunting and fishing licenses and the vast
numbers of other sporis-minded Americans.
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May By1966

jSOr jv?
Me De Ge Pavtarsoay—Prasidant,
Conlova

Shanber ox Commerce,
. oO. Boz 99,

Cordovan Alaska
DearMr. Patterson: _

With negereuce to:your. lectex of April 305,
with exclosures,. relative©.‘6:pod. froa Portage
te dbLetierand stressingcontinuad: emphasis:oaCe

the. copper River‘igineay 5
t=m ‘enclosingeopy ze

of latter weketen the other.day to.Mayor Radght.

Thank you for keeping me advised,
With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,
a

E. L. Bartlett
ccs Hon. Ernest Gruening 4

Hon. Ralph J. Rivars

MAY 7° 1066

RAAV 19 IGKE
ot w1 1 puJ

aa te.



He
fi

June 5, 1962 hy a

Mr. Frank Titus
Kokrines, Alaska

Dear Mr, Titus:

Thank you for your letter of May 28th in which you urge the
construction of the proposed highway between Fairbanks and
Nome. This is a good idea which should eventually be real-
ized, .

Since Alaska became a State, the responsibility for highway
construction rests with the State Government and not with
the Federal Government as it did under territorial status.
Although the Federal Government contributes generously
($37 1/2 million per year) for road construction in Alaska,
under the Federal Aid Highway Act, the State Division of
Highways exercises the authority of allocating the money
for specific projects from year to year as the State high-
way system ig developed, Therefore, it would be my suggestion
that you write to the Division of Highways, Box 1841, Juneau,
for information as to the proposed highway between Fairbanks
and Nome,

You may be sure I will continue to support the Federal Aid
Highway Program which is so helpful to Alaska,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress
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ERNEST GRUENING GEORGE SUNDBORG
ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W. BEASER

uneno, Aten MWnited DHlates Senate LEOISLATIVE ASSISTANT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 3, 1962

Mr. Hugh J. Wade
Secretary of State
State of Alaska |

Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Hugh:

In the absence of Senator Gruening I enclose copies of letters
received from P. D. Hansdn, Alaska Regional Forester, and from Edvard P.
Cliff, Chief of the Forest Service, concerning Senate Joint Resolution
No. 63. Senator Gruening is hendling this matter for the entire Alaska
delegation.ng

The very first step toward the realization of o forest highway--
a "group b” road under the Federal, Aid Highway Act of 195%--is the placement
of the proposed highway on the forest

highway
program. This designation

is made by state officials.
As you perhaps mow, there are two kinds of highways that are

built in the national forests. One is a forest development road,a type
of bighway built with funds appropriated to the Department of Agriculture,
and the other is a forest highway, the kind of road mentioned above. The

for thie lntter type of road are appropriated to the Department of
Commerce; the road is butlt by the Bureau of Public Roads.

The best information available to me is that the Resurrection
River Highway has not been included in the Forest Highway Study required
by section 3(b) of the Federal Aid BRighwoy Act of 1955. I am corresponding
directly with Mr. Donald A. MeKinnon, the Alaska Highwey Commissioner, to
ascertain the status of this highway. If it is not Listed on the highwy
study 1+ must be placed there before any funds can be alloeated by the
Department of Commerce. After this initial step is taken by the State wo
cen go foruard with efforts to garner an adequnte appropriation.

In his testimony before the Subcommittee on Interior and Related
Agencies during March of this year Senator Gruening made a strong plea for
additional forest highway funds. He indicated, with a striking compi-~
lation of the fumds allocated to forest highwmy construction in every
state of the Union, that Alaska, with the greatest forest acreage, receives
the least forest fumds. We are trying to renedy this discrimination.
Enclosed are the tear sheets of the Senator's testinony.

Ene losures HERBERT W. BEASER
pee: Senator Bartlett

Representative Rivers ...<«"" 2 ant

yeury



ERNEST GRUENING ce aa GEORGE SUNDBORG
ALASKA — x —— ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W. BEASER
Box 1001 if D Dt f D { LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

JUNEAU, ALASKA Mri 2 ow es @

WASHINGTON, D.C.

duly 3, 1962

SenatorIrwin L. Metecal?f
Box 3)
Soverd, Alaska

Dear Tev:

In the absence of Senator Gruening T enclose copies of
letters received fron P. D. Henson, Alaska Regional Forester, and fran
Edward P. CLif?, Chief of the Forest Service, concerning Senate Joint
Resolution No. 63. Senator Greening is bandling this matter for the
entire Alaska delegmtion.

The very first step towirds the of « forest
higwey-<a “group b" road under the Federal Aid Highmy Act of 1958~-is the placement of the proposed highway on the forest highmy progras.This desimetion is amde by state officials.

As you perhaps Imow, there are two Kinds of highwmys thet
are Uutit in the netional forests. One is a forest development road,
& type of bigimmy built with fonds epuropriated to the Depmrtiment of

and the othex is a forest highway, the kind of rom
wevtioned above. The funds for this latter type of road are appropriated
to the Depexttaent of Commerces the voad is built by the Buweaa of Public
Roads.

The beat inforustion avetisble to ump is that the Resurrection
_ River han not been included in the Forest Highway Study required
by section 3(b) of the Federal Aid Highmy Act of 1956. I om corre-
sponding directly with Mr. DonaldA. MeKionon, the Alaske Highway-
Commissioner, to ascertain the atetus of this highway. If 15 is not
Listed on the bighweystiwiy it must be pleced there beforeany funds
ean be allocated by the Departuent of Commerce. After this initial step
is taken by the Sinte wea can go forward with efforts to garner an adequate
appropriation.

In kis testimony before the Subcomaitiee on Interior and Relnted
Agencies duving Merch of this year Senator Gruening uade a strong plea for
additional forest highway funds. He indicated, with a striding compl-
lation of the fumids allocated to forest higinay construction in overy
state of the Union, that Alaska, with the greatest forest acreage,

the least forest fide. We are trying to remady this diserimt-~
untion. Enclosed are the tear sheets of the Senator's testinony.

in
the Archives. University of

Sind Sincerely 4 ;
vrment in the Archives, Onlversity of Alaska Fairbank,

ELECT

yours

Znclosures HERBERT W. BEASER
bec: Mr. Donald A. MeKinnon Senator Bartlett, Rep. Rivers “——



rr — eee GEORGE SUNDBORG
x

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

6JENIN=RNEST GR
ALASK >
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HOME AODRESS: HERBERT W. BEASER
Box 1001 Writea States Denate LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

JUNEAU, ALASKA

WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 3, 1962

Me. Donald A. McKinnon, Director
Division of Highways
Department of Public Works
P.O. Box 1541.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear ifr. MeKimon :
In the absence of Senator Gruening I om writing in

pehal? of the entire Alaska delegation about the Resurrection
River Highway proposed in Senate Join$ Resolution No. 63,”
adonted by the Alaska legislature in its last session.

It is my that the first atepin the
construction of a forest highway is to imelude the proposed |

xoad in the Foreat Highway Study requiredbyseetion 3(b) of
the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1952. Thebest information I
have is that the Resurrection Highway is nok included in the |

eurrent forest study. Before the delegationcan take steps to
secure Dimde fox this projects it must be put on the list.
Would you please advise me of the status of the Resurrection
River Highway and

of the State's reasoning on this subject.

I enclose a copy of the letter written to Senator
veteale, the sponsor of the Senate resolytion, as well as
coples of relative correspondence from P. D. Hanson, the
Alaska Regional Forester, and from Edward BP. Cliff, Chie? of
the Dervice. I hope we can coordinate this involved matter
and realize some progress.

Sincerely yours,

HERBERTW. BEASER

Enclosures

bee: Senator Bartlett
Representative Rivers {$..—-""



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL Tore
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C,

°
IN REFLY REFER TO

5610

Teor refarancet
5/14/62

Zoasrable Iruest Gruening
Jaited States Senate
daeshlagtsa aS, ae 8.

Sear Senator Gruesaing:

There are twe types of forest reads provided fer in Title 23 of the
Gaited States Cada. One type is defined as a reed of primary isgere
tence fer the protection, edmintatretien, «sd utilisatiea ef the
Batieeal Ferests. Reeda of this type are called ferest develepueat
réeda. They are built by the Perest Service with fumds apprepriated
te the Sepertmant ef Agriculture. There ia wo nead for ¢ forest
éevalepaet rend up the Reserrectien Eiver Valley. Therefera goch
a reed is eet incleded ia the

transportation
plan fer the. Saugach

ational Forest.
fae other type oe? igreat seed

provided
fer in Title 23 is

defined
as

aE <=.i 32 4 : g tS thea S¢n%3 22 te ihe esumtfes fc

Reade Since ae 9 arcG raid of geingry Lyattunce
e@umenities within end neer the Batiezal Yerests. Reads of this type

_
are called fsrest highways. They are built by the Bureaa of Peblic
Beads with feeds epprepriated to the Sepertmeat of Gonzerce.

Theres ia seed fer g ferest Bigheey =p the Yalley se deseribed in
Beselutios Je. 53. Us exderetesd that cousideratiea wee given te
iaeluding Suara 2B

reed
iu the Parest

Bighvay ftedy which 88 requized= fay rmt 24 74 8 Hmby Sas eiwss wa eelsd o weer saan gece cig see Se meee Ces y

Regiezel Foreater Zaseeu, at Jumesu, acts fer the Ferest fervico a2
terest bighwey matters fer Alaska. We ave asking hin te vrite yeu
direct ea the oroepects for dasiguating end ivoreving a ferest highway
wp the Valley. 12 yeu have any questiens after heariag free Ur, Wancon,
please let ue mow,

Tha reed allecaticas ia the Bevelepwent Pregram Yor The Uetieaal
Vereats axe fax ferest devaloguent reads. They de act insleds ay

7 This is ac Laer .

Tete ‘Opy of a document im the Archives Tlrtirrpedion 9, OY4 CO ys Raigsten hanks
. : 7Gomis (hrowss Ag cactiat fer gars PT

ay

why ARAL PLO VAIOELS,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

‘ B0x 1631
JUNEAU, ALAGKA °*

in REPLY REFER TO

5610

- May 31, 1962

AIRMAIL

Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senate

_ Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Gruening:

I have received a copy of Mr. Harper's letter to you, dated May 25, in
which|was asked to write to you direct about State Senate Joint Reso-
lution No. 63.

The proposed Resurrection River highway was considered in the forest
highway planning meeting last fall. As a result of this consideration, the
Bureau of Public Roads made a reconnaissance study of the proposed route.
This study indicates that conatruction on this location ia physically feasible.
The 37.3 miles of road would cost $8.5 million. It would shorten the exist-
ing route between Seward and Homer by 11.6 miles. While there are no

physical obstacles to construction of this road, the financing of such a road
at the existing level of both the Forest Highway and Forest Development
Road Programs presents a gizable problem. It would require the combined
resources of both programs over a five-year period to construct this one
road,

With the more pressing read needs in other locations, [am sure you will
agree that the relative priority of thig road is, at present, rather low and
must remain go for the foreseeable future.

Sincerely yours,

P. D. HANSON
Regional Forester

is

VORTLYIBY copyright p
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE
Box 1631

JUNEAU, ALASKA

5610

May 31, 1962

AIRMAIL

Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Gruening:

I have received a copy of Mr. Harper's letter to you , dated May 25, in
which I was asked to write to you direct about State Senate Joint Reso-
“lution No. 63.

The proposed Resurrection River highway was considered in the forest
highway planning meeting last fall. As a result of this consideration, the
Bureau of Public Roads made a reconnaissance study of the proposed route.
This study indicates that constructionon this location is physically feasible.
The 37.3 miles of road would cost $8.5 million. It would shorten the exist-
ing route between Seward and Homer by 11.6 miles. While there are no
physical obstacles to construction of this road, the financing of such a road
at the existing level of both the Forest Highway and Forest Development
Road Programs presents a sizable problem. It would require the combined
resources of both programs over a five-year period to construct this one
road,

With the more pressing road needs in other locations,I am sure you will
agree that the relative priority ot this road is, at present, rather low and
must remain so for the foreseeable future.

Sincerely yours,

P. D. HANSON
Regional Forester



Y 9610

May 25, 1962
Your reference:
5/14/62

Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Gruening:

There are two types of forest roads provided for in Title 23 of the
United States Code. One type is defined as a road of primiary impor-
tance for the protection, administration, and utilization of the
National Forests. Roads of this type are called forest development
roads. They are built by the Forest Service with funds appropriated
to the Department of Agriculture. There is no need for a forest
development road up the Resurrection River Valley. Therefore such
a road is not included in the transportation plan for the Chugach
National Forest.

The other type of forest road provided for in Title 23 is defined as
a road of primary importance to. the State or to the counties and
communities within and near the National Forests. Roads of this. type
are called forest highways. They are built by the Bureau of Public
Roads with funds appropriated to the Department of Commerce.

There is need for a forest highway up the Valley as described in
Resolution No. 63. We understand that consideration was given to
including such a road in the Forest Highway Study which was required
by section 3(b) of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1958, However, for
reasons unknown to us it was not so included,

Regional Forester Hanson, at Juneau, acts for the Forest Service on
forest highway matters for Alaska. We are asking him to write you
direct on the prospects for designating and improving a forest highway
up the Valley. If you have any questions after hearing from Mr. Hanson,
please let us know.

The road allocations in the Development Program For The National
Forests are for forest development reads. They do not include any
funds for forest highways. The allocations are based on requirements
for protection and needs for multiple-use development to meet the
demands for the products and services of the National Forests during
Fiscal Years 1963-1972. For these purposes the construction and re-
construction of 371 miles of forest development roads at an estimated

University of Alaske Fairbanks.
TONAL
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cost of $26 million is needed in Alaska and is provided for in the
Development Program.

We are glad of the opportunity to comment on the resolution of the
Senate of Alaska. We deeply appreciate the interest of the officers
and members of the Legislature and their support of the National Forest
Program in the State of Alaska.

Your copy of the resolution is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

EDWARD P. CLIFF, Chief

By V. L. Harper

Enclosure
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Mr. Laward P,. Clift, Chief
Forest Barviaa
Separtaent of Agricultura
Waahington 25, D. Ge

Dear Kr. Cliff:
Qa behalf? of the Aleske delagation I enslose

herewith a resolution pessed by the legislature of the
, Stateof Aieska urging development of a reed into the
Beaurrection River Vellay sear Jewerd in exder to open
that very scenic eres to touriem and forest daveloptent.
Thie appeera to be en exigently wortindhile prajest
whieh I wholeheartedly enderse.

As you no doubt resraber, at the aspropriaticna
hearings cn national forests I sutmitted tables of funds
allotted to each state fer read construction in the
national forests and indiceted thet Aleake recuived @

pregortionately saller shera than any other state
while yat bartering alacst the crestest national forest
eareageof any etatein the Unies. Tha developasatof
forest rusés through Alaska’s netianal forests hes
provesded at enail’s pece and this, of source, contimes
t¢ be @ hindrance to using the forests for purposesof
taprriam end eilviculture both.

if it is pogaible to acarssnse vorz this yesr
- on the Resurrection River Valiey road, that would be
eplendid. If aot, however, 1 ures that this be very
earicusly considered as ons of next year's priority
projeats.

With every eood wiab, I remain

! Cordially yours,

P

GRENIR, UsB.8.’
Baclosute

_hees: Mr. Hugh J. Wade
Senator Irwin L, Metcalf
Senator Bartlett /Representative Rivers ,,..—- \
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May 17, 1962

Mr. flugh J. Wade
Secretary of State
State of Alaska
Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Hugh:

Enclosed herewith are copies of letters
I have sent on behalf of the Alaska doleagation

the various appropriate agencies concerning
llouse Joint Resolutions Nos, 35, 54, and 77 and
Senate Joint Resolutions Nos, 63 and 66.

The ideas contained all seam valuable.
and worth working for; you can be sure we wil]
do cur best.

With every good wish, I remain

Cordially yours,

ERNEST GRUENING, U.S.S,.

Enclosures

bee: Senator Bartlett
Representative Rivers «————



Fairbanks, Alaska
October 18, 1956

Mr. Irving Reed
Territorial Highway Engineer
Box 2073
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

meeting of the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce Roads Committee,
and attended by other interested area parties, which was held on October
léth at Fairbanks, it was decided to request 4 change in the priority
arrangement of the first three listed projects that appear on the
priority schedule submitted by the writer at the Nome meeting of the
Territorial Bo rd of Road Commissioners which wag held September 10-11
1956.

The requested change is believed advisable since I understand that
funds were not appropriated for the completion of the Fairbanks -Nenana
read by Congress, I, therefore, specifically request that the Fourth
Division priority schedule be re-arranged to read as follows in go far
ag the first three projects appearing on the reference list ig concerned:

1, Completion of U. 5, Route 97 from Fairbanks to Nome
(Primary).

2. Completion of the Fairbanks -Nenana rozd unless funds
are now available for the completion of that road,
(Secondary).

3. If funds are available for the completion of the Fairbanks-
Nenana road, then the Chena River road is to be advanced
to the second position and the completion of the Nenana-.
Mckinley Park leg (of the Fairbanks-Nenana-McKinley Park
road) is to be placed in the number three position, (Secondary)

#11 other listings on the schedule should remain in their present
relative positions,

Ag has been previously stated, the foregoing changes has been made
at the request of the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, the Fairbanks
Planning and Zoning Commission and other interested organizations,

Very truly yours,

G. A. Seeliger, member
Territorial Board of Roed Commissioners

cc: Chairman Roads Committee, Fairbanks
Manager, Fairbanks Cofce
H.W. Johannsen, District Engr,

CUBYEITAT DrOovisions.
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Fairbanks, Alaska
June 3, 1961

The Honorable
Ralph J. Rivers
House of Revresentatives
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr, Rivers;

Please find enclosed a carbon copy of a letter sent to Governor
William A, Eagan petitioning for a road through the Goldstream
Valley.
Any help you can give us in this matter will be anpreciated,

Very truly yours,
Co Kew ls fE Cep

693es :
"Zeci ba kG Clare fiz

Cphn Xe FX ARG

Cg

Sad ZA oe iil, (Comenih

G Cet eralDe [sey / pai an
Keply Bast oe

2 ~

[ne user for private study, scholarship, or research. The researchar

JUN 26 1961
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June 27, 13961

Mx, Lewis M. Digchner
Alaska tocal 959
195 south Seward Street—
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Law:

Tust a note to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of ume 14th accompanied by a
resolution expressing strong support for ate
pediting the Juneau-Taku-Atlin Bighwey.

This is a forceful and constructive
resolution and I will be glad to extend my
full suppert on this end in the course of
developments.

it was geod to see you again at the
Alaska~Canadian conference. With kindest
regards, in Walch Martha joins, 7 aa

Sincerely,

Ralph J. Rivers, MeC.

This is a copy «1



ATA
195 SOUTH SEWARD STREET — JUNEAU, ALASKA

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF

Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen and Helpers of America
«EES» (1) LOCAL NO. 959

June 14, 1961

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Ral ph::

Enclosed is a copy of a Resolution adopted by our Union

concerning a matter of pressing importance to Juneau

and all Alaska. We shall appreciate your support of

our action by every appropriate means.

LeT'S BUILD ALASKA.

Yours very truly,

- Cw
Lewis M. Dischner,
Legislative Council
International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen
& Helpers ~ Alaska Local 959

LMD: eve

JUN 19 1961

PHONE 6-322
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RESOLUTION

Whereas, construction of the Juneau-Taku=-Atlin Highway will serve

to connect all of Southeastern Alaska with interior Alaska, Canada and

the continental United States with a year around access road,

And will provide mineral rich Yukon and Northern British Columbia
with the most economical access to tidewater and the International
Markets,

.~ And will provide the most attractive tourist itinerary for millions
of Canadian and United States citizens wishing to visit Western Canada
and Alaska,

And will enhance the value of Alaska's commercial fisheries by
providing the most economical means of reaching the hundred million
consumers living in central and eastern United States - making Juneau
a fishing port of first magnitude, and will, as a year around highway
insure the feasible operation of the Alaska Ferry System on a year
around basis; now therefore,

We propose that the Governor of Alaska join with the Premier of
British Columbia and the High Commissioner of Yukon Territory and by
their joint efforts enlist the support of their fellow citizens, the

respective Federal agencies and private industry to complete this vital
link in the Transcontinental and Pan American Highway systems.

inp of Alaska Palrhankks.
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Honorable Representative (Cho Ves
House of RepresentativesJuneau, Alaska

My Dear Mr. eh g fe s
Inasmuch as we have observed with pleasure the introduction

of a bill to further the highway between Kenai and Hope, Alaska,|
we are very desirous of seeing the passing of such a measure.

The "North Road" as this transportation median is known
locally is a very essential link-up in the economy of the Kenai
Peninsula. Numerous families in the area of the North Kenai
Peninsula are without any roads whatsoever. These families,
many of whom have children who must attend local schools, need
an immediate efficient road system such as the fulftllment of
the’ "North Road" would provide.

As you are very well aware of, Alaska is in dire need of
an efficient road and highway system. Commerce must move
rapidly in orderto supnly the rapidly advancing economy of
progressive Alaska. The Kenai Reninsula is in the very heart
of such an advancing economy--yet, hampered and essentially
slowed down by an inadequate highway connection with Alaska's
commerce centers. The proposed "North Road! will greatly
remedy this unfortunate situation and will subtract hours from
motor transportation between Peninsula consumer and production
points and commerce points.

We very strongly back your introduction of the "North Road"
bill. The time for action is NOW.

Sincerely,
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March 22, 1961 ye
Mr. Arthur Tauriainen
President
North Kenai community Club
Horth Star Route
Kenai, Alaska

Dear Mr. Tauriainen:

Thanks for the copy of your letter to Mr.
T,. D. Sherard, Director, Department of Highways,
regarding the “North Kenai Road* to Hope, Alaska.

I have had a latter from Mr. James Arnass
of Kenai on the same subject, and I assured hin,
aa I do you, that although Federal aid road funds
for Alaska, comprising approximately$37 million
per year are turned over to the State for alloca-
tion by State authority and disbursement in the
construction of highway projects, as spacified by
the State, I neverthelesa wish to express my sup-
port of the “North Kenai Road" and willingness to
render any appropriate help on this end.

With best wishes and kindest regarda to you
and the other members of the North Kenai Comnaunity
Club, I am

Sincerely,

Raliph Je Rivers, Me Co



Mr, T. D. Sherard
Director, Department of Highways
Bureau of Public Works
Juneau, Alaska

If you don't mind, Mr. Sherard...
I would like to take a few moments of your valued time to ex-
plain a dire situation that needs an immediate solution on the
Kenai Peninsula,
I feel that you are in the position to help this area most,
North Kenai has been, and still is, without a road system
adequate to handle its present demands. Numerous children in
this rapidly growing and advancing area take correspondence
courses in lieu of attending public schools due to transporta-
tion difficulties caused by an absence of a road system which
makes it impossible to supply these families and the area and
its ever increasing’ demands.

The logical solution to this problem is the fulfillment of the
"North Kenai Road" to Hope, Alaska, This proposed road which
was approved by the Alaska House of Representatives (Bill#20)
and has been on the "Ommibus Bill" for a long time has had my
support from the very beginning and will continue to receive
my endorsement,

The "North Kenai Road" is a must for the Kenai Peninsula to
grow and prosper, Along the route lies some of the best
"Tourism" locales in Alaska. The road is the logical supply
route for the entire North Kenai Peninsula. It will afford an
alternate civil defense exit route for the heavier populated
metropolitan areas. It is the logical link to the proposed
causeway.
It 1s my understanding that the fulfillment of the "North
Kenai Road now rests in your hands. I urge your immediate
action to complete this project,
May I have the pleasure of hearing from you at your earliest
convenience,

Thanking you sincerely for any consideration extended, I an,

Yours very truly,Pee Nywn fy ¥
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February 19, 1960

se. We YW. Gelser, Hanager
TranseAlaska Telephone
Peat Office Box 126
Renal, Alaska

Dear Mr. Geiser:

With further reference to your lett er of February 1, I am ene
closing a copy of a letter 7 have just received from Honorable
Richard Downing, Commissioner of Public Works, along with a
copy of a letter from Governor Egan to Mr. M. McGahan.

niI am, indeed, sorry that the news is not encour agh, for the im-
mediate constructionof the Kenai-North Road. I am sure, how-
ever, that you realize with the enormity of the program and the
vast areas to be covered, only a long range road program can
include all the needed roads. The Alaska State officials, as
well as the Alaska Delegation here in Congress, are all —

vitally concerned with the development of &laska and are ready
to assist whenever possible.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

RALPH J. RIVERS
Member of Congress

Enclosures =~ 2



February 19, 1930

Mra. Frances Torkilgen
Post Office Box 74
Renal, Alaska

Dear “irs. Torkilsen:

With further reference to your letter of January 27, 1 am en-
closing a copy of a letter I have just received from Honorable
Richard Downiag, Commissioner of Public Works, along with a
copy of a letter from Governor Egan to Mr. M. MeGahan.

I am, indeed, sorry that the news ig not encow aging for immedi-
ate construction of the Kenai-North read. I am sure, however,
that you realize with the enormity of the program and the vas ¢
areas to be covered, only a long range road program can include
all she needed rosds. The Alaska State officials, as well as
the Alaska Delegation here in Congress, are all vitally cencerned
with the development of Alaska and are ready to assist whenever
posaible.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

Sinceraly yours,

BALPH J. RIVERS
Member of Congress

Enclosures - 2
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Pebruary 5, 1960

Me. Richard A. Downing
commissioner of Puplic Works
Pest Offices Box 13GL
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Dick:

The anclosed letter from Mr. W. W.
Gelser Of Kenai is pertinent to your public
works program.

I am certainly in sympathy with the
people in the area from Daniels Lake north
to Bishop Creek. and hope that their situation
with respect to a road will be improved in
the not toe distant future. Many thanks for
anything you can do.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress



Fepruary 5, 1960w
o

Mr. W. W. Gelser, Manager
Trans-Alaska Talephone
Post Office Box 126
Renal, Alaska

Dear Mr. Geiser:

I have your letter of Fepruary 1 with
regard to the extension of the North Kenai
Road from Daniels Lake north to Bishop Creek
and can certainly agree with you that there
is a great need for this extension. It would
appear from your letter that the laterested
groups axe contacting their representatives in
the State Legislature, which is, of course, the
right step to take. Today I am writing to Mr.
Richard A. Downing, Commissioner of Public Works,
at Juneau, and enclose a copy of my letter. It
is my desire to be as helpful as possible in
this matter. With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress



P- February 1, 1960

Representative Ralph J. Rivers
U. S. House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington 25, D. Cc.

Dear Representative Rivers:

Subject - extension of North Kenai Road, Daniels
Lake, North.

I can see no need in prolonging the expansion
of the North Kenai Road. Families as well as my own
are desperately trying to homestead and improve this
wonderful country of ours. There are thirty-five fam-
ilies located from Daniels Lake north to Bishop Creek
in a distance of six miles. Without a road in this
area means in short hardship on everyone. Many of the
children are without proper schooling due to this
condition. Simultaneously power, communications, mail,
and emergency agencies are nil and void. Citizens of
this area are forming groups to try and let the
legislative bodies of the government know the true
needs so that action may be taken immediately. As a
group leader your support will be more than justified.

Thanking you for your cooperation

Sincerely,
W. W. Geiser

Manager, Trans-Alaska Telephone
P.O. Box 126
Kenai, Alaska (Homesteader)



February 3, 19360

Mr. Richard A. Downing
Commissioner of Public Works
Post Office Box 1361
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Dick:

Enclosed for your consideration is

a letter T have received today from Mrs.

Frances Torkilsen of Kenai, concerning a

continuation of the North Kenai Road to

Anchorage.

With best wishes, Z am

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress
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Pebpruary 3, 1969 j

Mrs. Prances Torkiisen
Post Office Box 74
Xenai, Alaska

Dear Mrs. Torkilsen:

Thank you for vour Letter of January
27th with regard to the extension of the North
Kenai Road to Anchorage. Your letter clearly
sets forth the need for this extension, and I
can certainly agree with your statements.

Having already received correspondence
from Kenai in reaard to this road extension
and having written Mr. Richard A. Downing,—
Commissioner of Public Works, on the subject,
I shall forward a copy of your letter to Mr.
Downing also. While road extensions are with-
in the province of State officials, I am cer~
tainly happy to lend any assistance I can from
this end.

With kindest regards and best wishes,
I am

Sincerely yours,

Raloh J. Rivers
Member of Congress



Hone Ralph J. Riveers
_« Se House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington 25, D. ft.

~
rear Mr. Rivera:

I would like to urge your support of any program repasing -

a continuation of the North Kenai Road to Anchorage. Th
already extends about twenty mile out of Xenail, and a survey andtote road has been made to Bishop Creek, adding another eight
ten miles. Settlers are pushins in as fast or faster than the ws
road. If the ofl and gas potentiel are to be developed. thig
North Xenad route would Provide the shortest distance to Anch= 9. |
orage. From the military defense angle, two routes to a given.area have more stratesic value than one. Tourists would have a
"loop" to make on the peninsnle, being able to 89 one wayreturn anothereethug giving them "their money's worth",residents on the East side of the Feninsula Mt. Range,’ the North
Kenai route would have only a fraction of the miles of mountain |

criving that the present route ‘hes,

Roads are a sim of progress and the Kenai ‘Peninsula, with :its fishing, moosa range, oil, vas, old Russian settlements and©
beautiful scenery can be the snearehead of achievement for all oo
of Alaska,

tesnectfully yours,

‘rae Frances Torkilsen
box #7

eee:

are Theo, Je Norby, Commissiorer of Education oo a“te Herb Lang, Lepvartment of Lands
u@@ As Johnson, Director, Mvision of Tourtsn end Economics Developesent
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February 11, 1960

Re: Kenai-North Road

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
United States Representative
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Representative Rivers,
Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Governor William A. Egan to Mr. M.

MeGahan of Kenai concerning the Kenai-North Road. In the past few weeks we have
provided similar information to many organizations and individuals in the Kenai
area as a result of an apparent, organized campaign by residents of the area to
obtain immediate construction of the Kenai-North Road.

We are in full agreement that the road is needed and would like nothing
better than to begin building it tomorrow, The major obstacle in accomplishing
this is money--or rather, the critical lack of money. Available funds constitute
but a very small percentage of the amount required to meet the needs and the demands.
Consequently, we must gear our program downward to stay within budget limitations.
A primary requisite for continued availability of Federal Aid funds to the State is
the State's ability to maintain its highways. So we not only must match the con-
struction funds but we must provide adequate standards and maintenance on existing
highways. This means we must.spend an appreciable amount each year on our present
system. Furthermore, we can only spend Federal Aid funds on approved Federal Aid
System highways and there are limitations involved in the extension of these systems.

The Kenai-North Road is but one of the many roads needed in Alaska. ‘The
- proponents of these other roads are just as adamant in their belief and insistence
that their needs are urgent and immediate as are the citizens of Kenai. A good
example can be seen in the road requests received in two months! time which totaled
over one-half billion dollare and which included mainly new access roads to commu-
nities and areas not now being served by any road. Compare these requests with a
maximum possible annual program under present conditions of one to two million dol-
lars and the enormity of our task becomes clear, I am sure anyone who considers
the problem from an impartial viewpoint will understand why we cannot satisfy all
road demands, even though badly needed, within the immediate future.

One possibility of relief to the local road user will be the creation of
boroughs. The boroughs can take over their rightful jurisdiction of local roads.

We are going to do the best we can for Alaska and I'm sure your continued
assistance will be invaluable.

Sincerely yours,
o o 3 o liga oo \

Ae LV OA.
| RICHAPD a. DormmnG

= |Enclosure ° Commissioner
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February 21, 1962,wwhue
wateMr. John 8. LeFevre

Cordova, Aleska

Dear Jehn:

My delay in thanking you fer sending me cepy of the
letter you wrete Senater McNealy hea had nething to ds
with any lack of interest on my part in the subject of
your letter. The centrary is true. However, I wanted «
ehaence te check cur flies on s ef the histery you
.velated as myrecollections en some of the information
was somewhat different frea yours.

You certainly wrete @ coaprehens ive letter which|
sheuld be useful in counectién with the present hearings.I have been fellewing them in the papers but must confess
difficulty in piecing together exactly what happened to
bring about the financial situatica on the read pregren

I, for one, cannet ever ferget all the yeouan service
you have perforsed th the re with relatien to
the Copper River Highway which we all call here in the i

eifice the LeFevre Highway, as is your due. Ie is as
disappointing to mea, as I knew fe has been to you, that
ceaplation ef this highway has been delayed. As yeu knew,
wea had our troubles back several years in even gettina the

You mentioned in chemeney which was meda. avallable.‘third paragraph of your letter thet Cougress had authorized
a five-year censtruction pregram fer the highway. My
recollection is thet there wes no actual authorization aa
euch since the Alesks Read Ceamissien hed basic read cane
struction authority witheut seeking specific authorization
for any eae read. Te ts elee wey receliection that the first

tE8 24cet eeyye at 2
ri in Phe Axl fey T Als ken ie hank



money we received, nemely, $100,000, was esrmarked by
Congress te start the project in the 1952 fiscal year even
though the President's budget carried no ueney. We received
$$50,000 in the 1953 fiscal year as requested in the budget,
$2,400,000 in the 1954 fiseal year requested in the budget,
and in the 1955 fiscal year the Risenhewer budget did noe
include any funds but Congress allowed $700,000.

It wes always 6 struggle te etain read funds fer the
Alaska Road Commisaion es requeste had te be made oa @ year
to year basis and because ef the uncertainty of the success
ef each year's propesals it was difficult te plan ahead oa
highways. That is why I wae particularly gratified that
Cengress in 1956 transfarred the reed building functions to
the Bureau ef Public Beads under the special and unique formu-
la fer Alaska. You well recall that the special formsla
emitted one-third of Alaska's area te be used in computation

and ellewed Alaska's allecatien te be used for beth con-
struction and maintenance with Alaska putting up 10 percentef the total federal centributicca. Altheugh we had hoped
that Congress woul’ favor ceatinuation ef a special formula
for Alaska under etatehsced, thie was not to be end we were
brought inte the pregram en an equal feoting with the other
stetes. That there wes no bettle in Cengress in bringing
Alaska inte the fermsula in full partnership with the ether
etates was remarkable in itself because if meant ehst the
ellecations te the ether states had to be diminished to
accemmedata Aleska‘s share. We were able through the Canibus
Act fer Alaska te receive especial transitienal grants te
cushion the blew te Alaska {in having to put up satching
grante right ewey. Although these funds were unearzatked,the State was eble te use «& considerable portion of each‘year's
grant fer read purpeves. Taen in 3960 the Coagrass egread
te wy bill which became lew to reduce the matching reequire-
wents ea federal allecaetiong ea the part ef the public Lend
etstes which mesnt that Alaska could receive the entire yearly
ellecation by putting up « weinimwm matching euount. You
ere alse eware, I knew, ef the prepesed resolution upen which
hearings are to be held later this mesth to euthorize a study

ze en at teat
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of Alaska's road problems. Therefore, John, 1 must confess
I was somewhat startled te note your inclusion of "our
U. 8. Senators, U. 8. Representatives” in tha first sentence
of tha fourth saragraph of your letter. Cartainly, none
of us here has had any part of "pinning all our troubles
ents one man".

With best wishes, I az

Sincerely yours,

Z. Le Sarvtlett


