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Valdez, Alaska . vords

GOLD LUNATICS
by |
MARTIN HARRAIE.

History, no doubt, will always record the discovery of'gold in

the Klondike as one of the causes which again gave impetus to the
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westward movement of the pOpulationwét the United States. This west-
‘ward movement has been accelerated by different causes, such &s hunt-

ing and trapping for rieh furs, homestéadersimqving’into the buffalo
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~lands, Galifornia gold strike, and transcontinental railroasd building;
and retarded for awhile by depressions, which usually follow in the
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wake of forward movements or booms.vA
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"Depression", one of those unexplained things, struck the coun-
tryxln 1893+ Historlans have agreed as.td the date, but the causes of
the thing,,"depreasiqn“, are 8till in'diaputep ‘The thing itself was
real. ihe usual manifestations were abroad aplénty-—-stock-market‘
crash, gold being drained out of the country, labor strikés and locke
outs, Kansas and Nebraska farmers'burningrbornvfér fuel, potatoes and
other vegetables rotting in the ground, over-productlon and people go-
ing hungry, and Populist orators telling us all about 1t on the street
corners. ~

Jobs were not to be had on Puget Sound, where I lived. The only !
alternative wes to go to & new fleld or join Coxey's Army and march

to vwashington, D. C. A few did Join the march of the unemployed} but

& larger number, forcsd by the deﬁreesion, were making up parties and

golng to Alaska, "away up North, where there are lots of icebergs".
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In the summer of 1907,Fa}von sent a reconnalssancse party to

survey a railroad line to connect the Tanana Valley Raillroad with
tidewater,selected Haines,at the mouth of the Chilkat Riiver on Ly=z:
' Canal, as the seaport}aﬁ%kiiéife fall gathered the best wf our vegei-
ables as an exhibit anthéék them to Washington,DeCe to ghow our
National Government what could be raised in "Seward's Icebox".To ow
‘law makers and the country in general,our exhibit was a revelation.
The evening before Falcon's departure for the Out:igide,we spent
several hours in earnest conversation in my office in Clhena.I had in-
'viéfiﬂﬁgzgztor our Scandinavian friends who,like myself, were layd®g
-as&&e~meney7;o bring their kinfolk from the homeland to the Tanana
Valley and establish them on homesteads.We all assured Mmim that as
soén as he secured a charter for the railroad,we would :end for our
relatives.Other friends of ours gave the same assurancS?Zy that time
& large number of people were convinced that Alaska had a great and
permanent future.Some of us had already burned our fingerg in our
Outside "s#fe security" 1nvéstments.and were not sending a11 the tons
of gold which we were extracting to be invested elsewhére;We:were
spending or investing it in the development of our own mgtural re-
sources.We were looking for and developing new placer dlggiﬁgs;blazﬂ
ing our own trails,finding and developing coal claims in Nenana and
copper in the upper Tanana Basin;taking up hcmesteads,alearing,and
bullding homes on them.Congress had granted us the Privilege of in-
corporating our towﬁs,which we did and established local aelfﬁgov~r
% ernment.In the towns we built schools,hosp;tals,churchen,fratérnal
W halls,and modest but permanent homes with electric lights,running
water,and other conveniences,surrounded by vegetable anj flower gar-
This is a copy of a docusent in the Ak. € Polar Regions Dept., Univ. of Ak., Fairbanks. It is furnished to the wser for
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Chapter XXIII.
Copuer River Bagin z==r & AR

Ingtructed by the President,"Do not form hasty Jjudgmenta or
make hasty reports," the scareful investigation (?) of Alaskan con-
ditliong was aade by the army offlcer while sitting for eleven days
in the A.C.Co.atore on B8t.Michael Island,in Bering Sea,in the tall
of 1897.That ealeven-day matured judugment was embodied in a report in
which he urged that military government be established in Alaska=--
a report whose hysterical conclusion,"WVe are not dealing with sane

' no deoubt caused the War Depart-

men,but a erowd of zold lunaties,'
@ment to eatablish three forts on the Yukon,and to dispatch two arny
expeditions in the spring of '98 to select sites for military posts
on the coast of Alaska. |

Captain W.RsAbercrombie,commanding,came to Valdez to explore
the Copper River country,in view of making milltary connections wlil
the posts to be established on the Tukon.His expedition landed at
Valdez on April 18th and he wrote,''The Quartermaster's Department
had made no provision for the transfer of stores Iroa the steamer to
the ghore,"” and they had to do it themselves.ls reports further,
"This was one of the most trying nights that the expsdition was o
experience during the axplorations of it2u¥.The officera and uen,not
Deling used to the work they wers called on to perform,were badly
bruised about the shoulders and back.' It aust aave been nell %o
aove thelr outfit from the lighter Lo the ashorel

Three different acouting parties were outfitted and azent out
o gelect the route inland,two of which follewed the nrosmectors,who
nad been necking thelr outfitz over tha glacler slnes Pebhruary.They

Ty

g0t aa far up is the "fourith bench',returnsd to Valdez,and renorted
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that "there are about seven hundred prospectors on the trall of they
glacier"%An attempt t0 smploy men 4o pack stores up to the summit of
Corbin Pass (30 named 1n honor of Gen.H.C.Corbin,U.3.A.) proved a
fallure.A snowsllde killed thirteen head of stock,and several men
barely ascaped death.3eing without bloeck and tackle,sledding on the
steep ascenta proved deaperately hard work.As the aen were heginning
to fag out,l conasldered tuat I had taken every justifiabia mesans to
penetrate the Coast Range by man power." The Captaln ealled it a day,
loft nis aen 1o rest at Valdez,and went haek to Seattle.From his re-
port, 'Procured two saddls horses,as well as the requirsd number of
pack animals,pack saddles,ete.The latter part of June forty head of
stogit were shipped to Port Valdez." In tho meantine,tne George Haze-
%gtgpgﬁﬂgl,had necked all of their "“Alaaska posaessiona” over the gla-
glor,built taelr bdoats,run the raplds,and were necking thelr boats up
stream and pProspecting.Ilt makes a world of difference who DBYS8 your
bllls or what are your incentives!

On the 8th day of July the military exvedition,well sculpped,
erganized into four diviaslons,atartad out again.They penstrated quite
a dlatance Into the Copver Rlver 3agin and,upon returing,the differ-
st neads aasde subreports.All masntioned the fact that they found dros-
Aeciora anead of them.Captain Aberaromble lsd one of the sections.He
made a very good report of the physlcal conditlions of the country
froa Valdez over Thoapson Pass into the Conper River 3Basin.As a mili-
tary 2an,he recomtended a military goverament for Alaska;thus making
that vote unaniaous with the score I wors of >ther army offlaera
wheo,wlth a bunch of »privates,were chaging up and down the Tukon and

the Coaat,selecting army nost and milltary reservatlonsg that suzauer.
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Each one,no doubt,hoped t¢ be the Imperator of the northern empirs.

But as a man,although on horseback,who followed the proapectors
and observed the hardships they were enduring to rnssk all their
worldly possessions into that hard country,he concludad his report
thus: "In conclusion,I recommend some action looking to the compls~
tlon of the work begun last February by the pionsers now in the Cop-
Per River Vallay,by the sonstruction of a trail through the Kaystone
Paas of the Coast Rangs of mountaina&rém.the head of Port Valdesz,
Prince William Sound,to Thompson Pasgs,at the head of the Tonaina Val-
loy,a dlatanse of about thirty~-five amiles,and I only echo the united
sentiment of these people that Congreas ought to assist them.”

The Captain left Quartermaster's Agent,Charles Brown,in charge
of the Valdez cantonment and went Outsidse for a nleasant winter,sal-
ary and expenses paldjand "In pursuant of =y instructions to aon=
struct a trang~Alagka military road frbm the santonment at Port Val-
dez to Port Egbert,Yukon River," returned to Valdez April 21,1899,
He comments, Many of the people I had met and known the yeaé before
were 30 changed in their appearance ihat I do not think I rscognized
one of them." |

The first summer and winter were varitioularly hard on thosge
men who went into the Copper River DBas ' n.They had by far a harder
and more dangerous divide to oross than sither the Chilkoot or the
White Pasa divide.When they 41d got over vhe divide,instead of hav-
ing a river on whiéh to float down %40 their destinatlon,thsy had to
buek the awifiest rivers in the whols of Alaskéﬁo pull their out-
£its up %0 the headwaters,where they wished to go.Thay wers not 6n—
ly sheechakos hu$ *he very ascouda,feeling thelr way into an uniznown

river baain whose wasers drain about 3sventy shousand squars milas.
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There was not a white man's habitation before them in that immenae
area.

They had worked all summer in ise-eold water,pulling their boats
up etreams thru rapilds----a man-killing job.Those who remained in the
Basin built thelr winter eabins in widely separated loscalities and
Prospected during the winter.Toward apring,when their gsupplies were
almoat gone,they took all their Alaska vossessione with them and start-
2d back to the edast.enoountering the same blizzards,snowslides,and
glacler crevasses in reverse order.Hungry,aick‘with seurvy,they stagg-
ered into Valdez.No wonder that Captain Aberercubie did not recog-
nize them! Quartermaster Brown fed them and took care of those who were
slok with seurvy.Dﬁring the sunmer they got enployment on the trans-
Alask@‘military rocad work and earned enough to buy another outfit.
They hagd nothing to show for their year's hard efforts,no immediate
returns.Only one place of rich placer gold was discovered that year.
But they went back thru the same hazards agaln and again.Why? Haze-
let recorded in the priVacy of his dilary the reaaon.

8ix military posts were bullt in Alaska pronto,eosting the tax-
payers millions of dollars,and in a few years were abandoned.The
trang~Alaska military road from Valdez to Thompson Pass,which waa
built~that gummer,was helpful to the pioneers in subsequent yearsibut
there was not a cent spent for roads or trails leading to any of the
propertlies which they had discovered and were developing;;ﬁaﬁﬁing
was done except what was done by the pioneers themselves. '

?7 Hazelet,leals,and other narties who came out the first fall,but
‘ had the "determination",went back again in the early winter of 'S§.

Thay were hetter equipped,were using horses,and thru the universally
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There was not 2 white man's habitation before them in that immense
area.

They had worked all summer in ilge-gold water,pulling their boata
up streams thru raplds~---a man-killing job.Those who remained in the
Basin built their winter sabins in widely separated localitles and
progpected during the winter.Toward spring,when their supplies wers
almost gone,they tool all their Alaska nossessions with them and atart-
od back to the soast,encountering the same blizzards,snowslides,and
glaclsr crevasses in reverse order.qungry,sick with acurvy,they stagg-
ared into Valdez.No wonder that Captain Abergrombie &1d not recog-
nize them! Quartermaster Brown fed them and took‘eare of those who were
slok with seurvy.During the summer they got employment on the trans-
Alagka military road work and earned enough to buy another outfit.
They had nothing to show for their year's hard sfforts,no immediate
returns.Only one place of rich placer gold was discovered that year.
But they went bask thru the same hazards again and again.Why? Haze-
let recorded in the Privacy of his diary the reason. |

8ix military posta were buillt in Alaska pronto,costing the tax~
Payers millions of dollars,and in a few years were abandoned.The
trans~Alaska military road frem Valdez to Thompson Pass,whiech was
built*that summer,was helpful to the pionesrs in subsequent years;bul
thers was not a cent spent for roads or trails leading to any of the
propertiss which they had discovered and were developing; nothing
was dona except what was done by tha pionsers themselves.

Hazelst,deals,and other parties who same out the first fall,but
had the "determination”,went back again in the sarly winter of '99.

They wers bettar asquipped,were uaing horses,and thru the universally
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80=0OPerative apirit whish is orevalent in Alaska,they had selscted
and cut out a better trail thru Keystone Canyon over Thompson Pasa,
avolding the Valdez Glaoler.They also had learned that it 13 a kille
1ng Job to pull boats up atream in any of the rivers in the Copper
River Basin,and moved thelr outfit in the winter.Nevertheless,they
had to fase the same roaring blizzards and snowdrifts as they were
relaying over the Pass.On the rivers theylsncountared blizzards,over~
flows,open water,and itreascherous ice where any moment one may drop
ihru and loose his outfit or life.Their destination? Two hundred
wiles or more into that immense land where the rivers and creeks "all
‘run God knows where". |

They did not find much encouragement for lmmedliate reward the
sseond summer.The rich portion of placer gold which was discovered
the previous summer on 3Slate Creék and could be mined profitably
wasg confined to two short ereeks.There aré extensive bench and creek=
bottom gravel deposits near there whish contain gold,but it is low
grade and could not be worked profitably,considering what it goat
them to get in their supplies.It's atill there,and for the same rea-
son.Flnanelally,they were not rewarded,either collsctivsly or indl~
vidually,except a few on Slate Creekibut,thru their combined labors,
they brought to light a mineral country of which Dr.Brooks later
said: "I have not seen,heard,nor read of as widely and highly miner-
alized eountry as i1s the Copper River Basin".That mineral wealth ia
still lying there,praotieall{unnouched.tor reaaons which shall be re-
vealed later.

A party of those men who staggered into Valdez,hungry and sick
with scurvy---Captain Abererombie could not recognize them~~--went

back again in the winter of 1900.They bucked the blizzards,overflows,
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open waters,and treacherous ies over the Thompsou Paas,the Tonaina;
Copprer,Chitina,Nizina,and Kennecott Rivera for two hundred miles,and
discovered and located the famous Kermesott copner mines.The Xennecott
Glacier had eroded the country rock and left exnoged a mountain of
gcopper ore~--T0% codper glance~~-estimated about 520,000,000 worth

of ore in sight.Hundreds of other copner oropertiss were discovered
and loeated in the Copper River 3Basin in places 100 numerous to men-
tion in this brief narrative,but two hundred miles or more from the
base of supplies,and no immediate returns unless transportation was
provided to that treasure box. |

étephen Bireh,a young graduate of Columbia University,came to
Valdez in the spring of '98.His capital was his mining engineer's
certificate in his pocket.He worked as eivilian packer in Lieutenant
P.@.Lowe's expedition,which went acroas the Alagka Range and over
t0 the Yukon that summer.On the divide between the Tanana and the Iu-
konﬁhe going became rather hard,and the military man beat 1t to Daw-
son and via Skaguay to the Outaide.He wrote 1n his report, "Under
these conditiona I decided to leave the animals with a member of the
expedition named Stephen.I helieved that he had a flghting chance
t0 getsome of the animals through the winter and subsequently get
them to Fortymile alive".Steve did.

He came back to0 Valdez again and was employed by Captain Aber-
cromble,worked the following two ‘years as civilian packer,and observ-
ed and studied the country.In the fall of 1900,when the locators of
the Bonanza mountain of copper same back to Valdez,broke and discour-
aged,~~~"Yea,we have a mountain of gopner,but it's two hundred miles
from nowhere"-~=3teve had vision and sourage snough to bond that

out
proverty.ide had the nersonality to interest canital.boughtAthe origi -




nal losators,and for ten years,in winter time,freightad in hia min4
ing equipment and supplies,over two hundred miles of shifting trail
with 1ts undiminighed obstacles.

Placer gold is a poor man's mine.While the prosgpectors were lo-~
cating those rich copper proverties for the future,their immediate
queat was to flnd gold concentrated and rieh snocugh %o give them
grubstakea,a0 that they could develop their sopper properiias.

A party of nine men started from Valdez in tha winter of 1902,
They pulled by hand their outfit about 225 mi.over the divide,uﬁ the-
Copper and its branches---the Citina and the Nizina---to Chititu
Graek-?hey"prospeated,found g@ld;and located nine elaima togsther on
that creek.Une glaim per man on each crasek was agreed upon in their
"Mayflower Compaot'before they started cut from Valdez.Rex Creek is
tributary to Chititu Creek.They looated nine claims on RHex also and
then drew lots for their respective elaims on each oreek.Frank Ker~
nan drew #9 on Chititu and #V on Rex,adjoining claims,and the richest
ground on those two ereeks.Hé made a modest fortune out of his ground
by working it himself.The others were not so fortunate.They oould
not make thelr ground pay by hand methods of mining,and later sold
out t0 a hydrauliec companv,which 13 still working on Chititu Creek.
Did any of them try to chisel in on Frank's rich ground or renege on
thelr agreement? They did not.We carried "the laws of God and men“
with us wherever we settled and kept our agreements inviolate.

Chititu and Dan Creek placer gold discoveriss gave new luapetus
+0 proapecting for gzold.Bremner River country and other places wors
explored and prospected,but,while in numerous nlaces gold was found,

the physical conditions oi the country and the lack of any assiatanpe

for trails mads 1%t impossible for them tc recover tha gold profitably.

.
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The righ Bonanza discovery made copper "Xing” in the Copper
River Basin,and gold mining was nushed into the background.But i
takes eapital to develoy eopner mines and transportation to get the
ore to the smeltsr.0f transportation there was none,and umost of the
sourdoughs did not possess any capital.However,they kept on freight-
ing in thelr meager supplies every winter,doing thelr aasseassment work
on thelr gopper vropertiss,and prospecting for gold during the sum-
mers.Then in the falqthey build boats and went buaock to Valdesz o Lake
Byak,the basss Ofiéuppliaa,running the swifd boulder-gtrewn rapids
and avoiding the aweedera and driftwood niles on the}banks and bars.
The next wihtar they went back again ,and the nexi,until 1911,when
the Copper River and Northwestern Rallway was csompleted.

I Packed my outfit over the Chilkoot Pass,ran the Yukon River
rapids,mushed my share over the interior of Alaska,l have lived for
the pagt fifteen years in the Copper River Basin.Il have had experi=-
enge in breaking:frails on those glacier-fed rivers and frelghting
my outfit over thom for five yeara.ﬁonaequently,I,faruana)taka off
my hat 40 those early-day Copper River sourdoughs! For sheer grit
and determination they are unaurpaésed.i san sense,in a measure,
their hardships and »rivations,but I cannot describe then.

An ambitious movie direetor conceived the 1dea that he aculd
reproduce and record with his camera the astual hardships of %hease
intrepid picnsers.In 1927 he brought his astors and parapharmalia
to Cordova,boardad a3 C.R.and N.W.Ry.train,rode out about £ifiy miles,
selected a convenlient glaciler --~-level ilce---set up hls camers,load-
ad packs on the actors' backs,ahot the scene,and pronounsed it gen-
uine.f™hsn thg;?garther up the river to Aberoronbpie Rapids,to lst his

actors run a boat thru the rapids and show now the sourdoughs did it.
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The roaring waters looked dangerous to him,but he could not aubsti-
tute or sslect any easler rapids,as he had dona for the glaclisr sceno.
It had to bes the real thing or none.

To prevent aedidentis,ha toolk avary prescaution.He erectad towers
at the head and f&ot of the rapids,siretched a sable from one tower
to the other lengthwige of the rapids.From the ocable,at short inter-
vals,ropes were ausprended---Just reaching ths water---go that,in the
event of the boat's upsetting,his actors sould grab the ropss.Hs sta-
tioned m:en with lifelines on the hanks,and boats wvith wen 1n them &t
the foot to grab hia actors in cage of accident.ﬂe,piaced his camera
en the bank and took the boat to the head.?hen evérythiﬁg was seﬁ.ha
cast the boat loose.The scene was not finished aé per scheduls.Thres
of his men were drowned.It was not faked dummy drowning it was ac-
tual;W1th all their precautions ,those three bodles are lying in
thelr watery grave until the sea shall give up 1ta dead.

In relating this tragedy,%gam endeavoring,in a measure,to son-~
vay the rlsks and Jdangeras my souﬁdough frionda encountered in any of
these glacler-fed rivars which ithey Were bucking for years.Their g«
qulpment was meager,but they did nossess undauntad ccurage,unccnguer-
able souls.They went thru the Absraorombie Rapids and others success-

fully many,anany timeas!




