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mM. McKinley Park-Susitna River Survey:

Harold Miller, ani one man, left Anchoraze on the 16th to start
freighting supplies for the survey. Reports were that tne miners nad broken-
a trail part way to the statio from Valdez Creek and were broken down. D-4
which went with developed fuel pump trouble and cven after remedying
that, tne work proved too muc:: for the sm1l cat. The D-8 scheduled for the
Park from Fairbanks was sent dowm to break trail for the smaller cat and drag.

arrived on the 21st anc was put to works with an operator from Anchorave.
Last definite reports were that they had opened up a haul road to 20 miles out
and progress was picxing up. It is expected that the D-8 will be through and
back at the Park in about 4 week.

2. By Contract

a. Anchorave Warehouse, Contract I-arc-,007, Gotnberg Construction Co.

Partitions were completed, tile floorinz laid, plumbing in and
painting completed. ‘ie moved in on the 25th of the month, but this did not
constitute an acceptance of tne ouilding 4s arrangements nad deen made abdaut
this wita the contractor. The ouildins should be complete, including elevator,
for a final inspecticn on tue Sth of april. This does not incluce outside
peinting which nust wait for warmer weather.

>
Three storage tanks have been completed including heating, coilslaid in the bottom in two of them, Piling was secured by the ARC from the

Railroad for the trestle for the 12" line when it was found that the Li-K piling
was at iwhittier under § feet of snow. Tris was done to speed uv the job and L-K
will replace the piling to the Railroad from their stockpile. The driver was
started on the 9th, and the job of driving completed on the lth. The 12" vipe
was reconditicned manually after it was found that the contractor was not able
to ootain suitable sendaplastins equinnait. This work was conpleted on the 2ist.
A strata of frozen and expanded clay wis discovered in the subgrade under tank
three and the area excavated on the léth. Upon completion of the excavation, tue

“e ARC inmediately backfilled the area wita 66 yards of select gravel.
3
AG

. Work on laying the dock line has speeded up aonsiderably and 604 of

% the line is in place and welded. The floor slab of the pipe well of the pump‘\ and boiler house wes poured on the 27th but after the pour was completed, it
{was found that it wes constructed in the wronz position in the pump room,

eavation in the proper locatim hus been started, and the old slab covered up,
The error occurred when the contractor worked from an old plan and not from
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Weather has been very moderate during the mmth. Started to thaw
-on the 27th of February and very little freezing weather was encountered until
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the 30th of March. Snowfall started March 30 and about 8 inches of new snow
is on the ground which may hamper operatias somewmmt for a few days.

he Miscellaneous: i"

Water main leading down over the hill to the new area froze up on
the 2nd. iiarm weather seems to h:.ve driven the frost down, Thawed down to the
main on Fifth avenue and men worked 24 hour shifts opening up the line. Thawing
completed on the 4th and water _n the garace and warehouse azain on that day.

Thomas M.ucGovern, bridge foreman, arrived on the 9th and was
immediately sent to Horer. :

B. D. Stewart, Jr., arrived from Valdez on the 10th,to meet
Colonel Noyes.

Colonel Noyes arrived from Pairbanks on an inspection trip on
the lith.

Forrest R, Zasterday, P-3, in off tne Baronoff on the 25th, It is
planned to use him on easezent and risht-of-way work.

Peter J, Bagoy came in over the Alcan Hishway. He reports it in
fine shape. It is nlamned to use him as sereral foreuan of the Anchorazte area
including Paliner Mountain ioads and the Glenn Hignway. King and Dilodeau are
to be retained as job foremen with Bagoy over both of them. This will relieve
the office of many routine constructian and maintenance problems, and coordinate
equipment between all areas in tris locality.

Three steel girders 50! lonz were hauled over the ro2eto Seward from
Kenai for oridse repairs at Valdez. Some difficulty encountered in setting
them around tre corner at Schooner Bend Bridge but the back end of the trailer
was lifted witn a cat dozer and slid over to clear the end of the bridge.

Albert W. Torn, P-3, arrived fraa the States. He will go on secticn
and property line ties and gravel pit locatims on the Anchoraze-Falmer Highway
and other roads, until contract work on Glenn B-l opens up.

George Li. Tapley and Marvin &. Jenkins arrived from Juneau on the
29th on inspection of the tank Farm. They left for Valdez on the 31st.

Walter H, Daub arrived from Juneau on inspectio tour on the 31st.

Ellery Rountree, Equipment Engineer was in the 31st. He is on leave
and is in reserve training witn the 925th Aviation Engineer Group at fort Richard-
son.

. Very truly yours ~
Wh. J. OFau1

WIE: mm

, District ingineer
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March 7,%1949.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
-Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Lonthly progress report for February 1949,
Southwestern District, Anchorage, Alaska

1. By Government forces

&. Anchorage toads:

General snow removal and winter maintenance was performed on all
Anchorage roads. Heavy snow conditions and strong surface winds caused
considerable trousle due to drifting in the open areas and cuts, but roads
were kept passable excerpt for a few hours on the 16th and 12th of the month.
During this pericd, winds reached a velocity of 53 miles per hour and cur
equipment was unadie to remove drifts as fast as they formed. Dozers and
graders work twenty-four hour snifts and succeeded in spasmodically opening
one Lane in the Spenard area and at iierrill Field and Mountain View so
traffic could «cep moving. wind died down on the 1Sth and dozers were kept
busy widening and opening side roads that nad become pluszed. Graders be-
came worthless except for soothing up behind the tractars, as the snow was
too heavy and berms too nish for thea to operate. a De4was cut to work
cleaning berms cut of privete drives after the heavy work was accomplished. ,

;

‘
i

'The glacier bz the CAa shop on.the Loop Road was active during the
/

month and the boiler crew opened the culverts and chipped ice during the /
period. {

ai
; The snow fence that was erectcd by M.P.Gate Nuxber 3, stopped ell

erifting in that crea anc a:cept for intermittant s:sall drifts between the
Matanuska iver Bridge and Palmer, no undue trouvle was encountered. On this
latter section, dozers removed the drifts as they cecurred aid pushed the
berms back off the snoulder of the roadway to prevent further trounle. The
wind kept this stretch open by blowing the snow across the road, The clacier
at the south end of the Knik River Bridse became active during the month and
culverts were kept open during this time. Ice from overflow was chipped off
the roadway. .

c. Potter Hishway

Routine snow renoval. and maintenance with the .aintainers was per=
formed during the first part of the wonth., During the stronz surface winds on
the 16th, 17th and 13th, the stretch of road between Camphell Stating Road
and wells Road bece:me drifted full for its entire lensth. 411 available
equipment went to work and by double shifting the road was open and passable for
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traffic on the 17th. One lane vas kept open and wien the winds died down
dozers pushed the drifts back. The liszhway was made passable for two Lane
trafiic on the 19th. On tre 27th, tre glacier at Raboit Creek became active
and had built two feet of ice on the road before it coulec oe checked. The
boiler crew thawed and chipped the ice and cut 4 ditch through the ice so
it would drein ovcr the bank into the creek. The cut is so narrowed by
frozen ice anc snow that the erection of a barrier is impracticable.

d. A&Anchor2--e Dexot

Parts bins have been built upstairs in the garage and parts are
being moved from the oid area. The elevator arrived in part but as all the parts
are not here it seems impracticable to try to assemble it. Overhaul is being
carried on in doth shops.

During the month, the roof drains in the north end of the warehouse
froze under the floor and watcr pressure sprung a pipe joint, wits the result
that the cold stora::e secticn becane covered with two inches of ice. The boiler
was used to thaw the drains and the roof intakes were plugged. This will h:ve
no bad effect on the roof as tne water will be forced to the drains that are
open througn che warm storage area,

e. Palzer ‘toads

. The wind blew continuously curing the month causing drifting on
@licost all the roads. Crews worked double anc tridble snift curing the worst
storms and kept travel over the iain arteries. Loss of cur only Snodo on the
9th, severely nandicapped the efforts of tne crews but b7 sending extra dcozers
and graders from anchoraze, this loss .as somewmt offset. ‘cost or the drift-
ing could nave been eliminated by the use of double or trizie snow fence,
especially along the Latanuska River and at Stephens on the wlain Highway. It
is estimated that at least 10 miles of snow fence is needed in the Valley. Cne
tractor with dozer was stati.ned at Viasiila and worked to advantase. It is plen-
ned thet next winter snow removal equipment will be lefs thre with an experienced
oper@tor wno resides in Vasilla, and who will work as required. The mountain
roads arc still plugsed with snow but wrk is continuing on thesu.. Homesteaders
have moved into old Knik and that piece of road has been added to cur maintenen-
ce in the Valley.

f. Glenn Hichay

Unusual drifting was encountered all threugh the month along the
Matanusxa River, Maintainers were kept busy on the road all month clearing
snow as it fell and as it blown in. Glaciers were active and a crew was
kept busy chipping ice off the road, seeping culverts open and sanding the
worst stretches. On the 27th, three small slides came down at 98 mile but

-2-
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they were imaeciately removed without any delay to traffic. Crews worked
overtime keeping the drifts out and kceping ahead of the aliost continuous
snowfall. :

g. Homer Roads
Kasilof Roads

Snow renoval was accomplished on both these projects. At Kasilof
drifting occurred on the 17th but the road was opened when the dozers from
Kenai arrived 4% casilof two days later. The road was kept in good conditions
Glaciers were texen care of on the Homer roads and sanding was done on the
worst stretches.

h. Russian River-Horer Road

. Overhaul progressing satisfactorily, and expcct to neve all equip-
ment in opereting condition wien constructim starts. The crusher nas ar-
rived in Seward ana plans are being made to get it to Kenai before the thaw
anc the roads becane bad.

Heavy drifting of snow occurred on the 17th at Kmai and Moose River.
Dozers removed the neavy drifts and the road was open for traffic by the 20th.

On the Homer end very little drifting occurred end the work during
the month consisted of general mainterance end snow rezoval., Flans are odeing
made to get the ancnor 2iver bridge started in Liarch, as well as tne iciser
deck.

i ° Dillin cham

Winter maintenance was performed upon this route curing the :acnth.
Thurman pettus returned to Ancnorase February 4th, and reported the Snodo
and tractor in sood repair, ana the work of snow reacval moving rapidly. Vouble
shifting has been neecrsar, during the month to keep the roads open for tne
school bus as the unusually heavy snowfall anc hign surfece winds have caused
undue drifting curing the entire month.

gj. Kodiak

Winter maintenance and snow removal was performed upon this route,
which was xept in good condition.

2. By Contract

ae Anchorage Warehouse, Contract I-arc-4007, Gothberg Construction
Company.

Gothberg was notified to proceed with the supplemental work on the
warehouse on the 2nd of the menth, and immediately started erecting partitions,3
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installing addivsonal wnbing and wiring. The work p. .wressed satisfacto-
rily during tne month with the partitions being completed, tne wiring finisk-
ed and miost of tne plumbing hooked up. Asphalt tile for the floor arrived
in Seward on the 27th and the anR is trying to expedite it. The rest of tie
plwabing is being left unfinished until the tile arrives and can be placed.
The parts for the completion of the elevator have arrived in the aR yards
in Anchoraje, but cannot be located in the tremendous backlog of freight.
Mr. Gothberg hes cleaned up both floors of the building and has given us his
CK to go ahead and start moving in. He has agreed thet this will not con-
stitute an acceptance of the builcing, / ,

bs. Asphalt T:n\qusigesspestieeepeeeeteeeppeniieiiteimimieaiias.

Snow reoval on tunk site has been canpleted, major materials stored
at site and sorted, The the:cinz operations of tenk area is aporoximately 23
coiplete, Piling anc necessary equipment is located at the s ne driving
of piling is proposed vo start Wareu i, 1949. ALL imjor materials are on hand
or on the way, enousnh is on hane so that centractor is net hindered for lack
of materials.

Ps ct
?
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3. Weather.
Weather conditions nave been exceptionally bed curing the last month.

The mean temperature was acout 13 degrees below normal, the coldest s.onth of
February on record, wininun tempereture was around 25 below zero. The wind
has blown steacily over the greater part of the district causing drifting of
the frequent snow falls.

ure4. Miscellaneous.

Harold Liller arrived frou Ketchikan on February 3.
Claude Rozers was in on the llth, going back to Hower from cutside.
Richard Ganwell, P-4, Contracts Engineer, arrived cn the 4th.
lid, Siiladeau, local foreman, arrived frou the States on tae 5th.
Thomas Perxins, Engineer, arrived for work on the 7th. It is planned

on hin working nere untii the Paxson-Cantwell Survey opens up and
then he is to go on to the Valdez District.

Bill Fordan, P~3, Resident Engineer, arrived for duty m the 2lst. He
has been assisned on the tank farm to relieve Liller who is clean-
ing up snall office jobs and setting raterials, equicment and crew
ready for the Centwell-Paxson Survey.

Niemi left for an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsula on the 28th.
e
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District sngineer
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DEPARTLENT OF TIE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMISSI ON

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

March 1, 1949.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief ingineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Aliska

SUBJECT: Snow Removal for Southwestern District, Anchorage Area.

During the first eicht days of the month, work consisted of general
enow removal with maintetners and widening with two tractors. Cn the
ninth the wind came up and threatened to block all roads, iiind died dowm
at 11:00 P.M., and sen on shift finished cleaning drifts and went off
duty. All roads were passable at 5:00 A.N., of the tenth. On the 12th
ten inches of new snow fell but was plowed back and roads were passable on
Sunday Feo. 13. wind came up at noon Tuesday Feb. 15, and crews went on
double shift to get school buses and commters home. Hired available opera-
tora and put all availiable equipment on twenty-four heur shift. Snow drif-
ted roads full fastcr than equipment cculd open it up. One cat and one
grader worked on 75-A at Lerrill rield and Zountain View ind waneged to keep
one lane open for traffic. wind blew ali day Feb. 16, and all roads were
blocked except Palmer-Anchora7e Highway. Worked double shift and long hours
and had main Spenard roads, Potter roads and Sand Lake roads open for traffic
when the wind died down ca the morning of tre 17th, Grcders were practically
worthless except for cleaning up arcter dozers as berms were too hig to work
efficiently and drifts were too hesvy. On Friday 18th, all roads were open
for traffic, but ail nesded additional work as only one lane was open. Cm-
tinued double shift for another blow would have filled everything completely.
Wind reaained quiet and all roads were opened for two lane travel on reo. 21.
Rest of wonth spent on pushing berms back with dogers ami cleaning up with
graders. 545 miles of snow removal were accomplished during the month.

631 miles of snow removal during the month m this raite. There was
very little drifting as the road was protectid excu:t between Balmer and the
Matanuska.bridge. Snow berms were removed and wind kept the road clear except
for occasional isolated drifts which were immediately removed.

936 miles of snow removal during the month. The wind was continuous
for the entire month blowing from 10 to 53 miles per hour. Roads were open
on first but strong winds on the 2nd filled tiem all. By double shifting with

be
ot
a)
Ce

- plows and Snogo, traffic was kept moving. iWiid died to10 u.P.H. that evening
and the snow was pushed back with dosers so V-plows could work. 40 M.P.H. wind
came up the 9th, nulifying all the work that had been done, All cuts were
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75 = Anchorezve Roads:

75eL Anchore ce-Palmer Hichways

35 — Palmer-wasilla Roads:
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drifted full from 3 to 10 feet and dozers and Snowgo went on double shift to
open them up. Snogo broke down in evening and has been down all mmth waitingfor parts from the States. Sent another grader with wing blade from Anchors.:e
on the 10th, to help cut. Seven inc:es of new snow fell the 12th and the wind
picked up, undoing all the work accomplished. Went on triple shift on the main
highway with all equipment and managed e keep traffic moving until the 16th shen
drifts at Stephans and the Alpine Inn blocked the read completely, Wind died down
on the 17th and the Glenn Highway was opened, also the road +> Wasilla. 3y
triple shifting all main roads were ovendd up by the léth. The wind continued
blowing at Palmer steadily at 3 to 16 miles per hour with 20 to 40 mile crusts
the rest of the mcnth. Jy double-shifting during the worst spells all roads
have been kept passable,

96-Bt

Conditions on 96-B have been about the same as the Polmer roscs with
524, miles of snow removal being accomplished curing the month. Caitinuous winds
along the iatenuska River with fresh light snew evury few Gays made double
shifting a necessity to maintain travel ower the road. Moderating touperatures
on the 27th caused three amali slidex at 95 mile but these were renaoved without
any delay in traffic.

At Kenai heavy snows and interuittant winds caused no undue trouble until
the 13, 18 and 19, when the road at Kenai and Kcose River drifted full to a depthof 2 to 6 feet. Dozers removed the drifts and roads were open on the 20th. Snow
removal for the month camsisted of 466 miles including 5 miles of drifts.

At Homer no or very little drifting occurred and work emsist<:d of routine
snow removal after the frequent snowfalls. 62 miles were totaled during the
month,

98-D ~ Kasilof~Roads:

35 miles of snow removal including me mile of 4 ft. drifts which blew
dn on the 17th. Doser removed it two days later,

Betts returned to Anchorage Feb. 4, after getting the road to the
hoscital open. Larson was working on the Wood «iver road, when he leit. Roads
drift full immediately after bei.g plowed which seema to discourage hin.
No report received as yet on present road conditions.

Qa, Mart
L.A.HATCHSTT
Ass't, Dist. cnginser

- LAN som

55 - Kenai-Honers

92eR - Dillinzham-wWood River Road:



ALASKA ROAD COLZISSION
Anchoraze, Alaska

February 2, 1949.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor ¢Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Comziission l

2Juneau, Alaska
SUBJECT: Monthly procress report for January 1949, Southwestern District, |

Anchorase, alaska. uw

1. By Government Forces
@. Ancnoraze Roads

.
,. bY

Snow removal and winter maintenance was performed on all the
Anchoraze roads. The glacier on the Loop Road by the CAA shoo backed up
and started over the road, the culverts were thawed out, ice chipped off the
road and oil burners placed at the culvert entrences to keep the water flowing.
The tractors with dlades were nut to work m widening on all the roads as the
unusual amount of snow fali could not be removed with the clows on the sraders.
Tne roads have been biaded down to the zravel in most places anc are in zood
shape. The snow this year is too neavy for the craders to handle and quite a
bit of trouble develoned with the equinment. The AC grader broke in half on
the Palmer Highway and several cases of broken bits, me moldbeerd, ana the
wing on another machine was damaged several times.

Ta
IC
E

b. Anchoraze-Palrer Hizhway

Two small slides cane
doxn

at the south end of the Knik River
Bridge on the $th. They extended across the road but were easily removed with
dozers and sraders. Traffic was not halted more than a few minutes Loorndas
morninz. The elaciers were very active during the thaw and culverts were thaw
ed and fence erected. The excessively heavy snow fall «wade it necessary to use
the dozers to push the berms back so the graders could clear the road of snow.

c. Katanuska ValleyRoads
work on these roads consisted of snow removal, sanding, and

widening of snow berms thrown up by the V-plows, During the early part of
the month, the glaciers were quite active and culverts were opened, ditches
cleaned out and slacier fence was erected. During the last half of the month,
snow fell until all roads were blocked and the crews worked overtime to keep
school bus routes open. A fifty mile an hour wind has been blowing for the
last week which blocks roads almost as soon as they are ovened up. ‘The Snoco
is the only machine which will cet rid of the drifts and it has been working
overtixe, Two additional men were hired and double shifts started. Two -:nore
cats were sent from Anchorare.to help cush the berms back so the V-plows would
be of service. The roads to the Susitna mining district have been closed all
month by slides which came down during the warm weather on the 9th and 1Oth of
the month. They are comosed of dirt, trees and snow and the Snogo will not
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hndle them, so a cat has been busy all month on that project.

d. Homer-Russian River RoadTE
:Work in this area consisted

et
winter maintenance, snow

removal, and ecuicment overhaul. Over 140 es of snow removal was
accanplished to ceruit freighting am ceneral traffic, ands. freisht cculd
move from Seward. Frank Jolnmson returnec and is staying at Russian River yeeto take care of the zlaciers that are econtinuaily civng trouble along the Lar,.Kenai River. Tne PRA road is rettinz narrow and ; -

\ es;

quently +the,ATERGob.OrSUDILLESaraparks.Ts Theta,”in? eminent in dito, zort cf big ting. Necessary winter maintmance yestana snow reuoVal wis performed on tae Hower roads. >

ope
ee. Dil2inznam,

Betts left for Dillingham on the 14th, and found thinzs in
pretty bad shape. He reauested a new motor for the Snogo which was sent
down and installed. The Snogo was plowins snow the dav after the motor was
received. Snow has been abnormal there and drivts very bac. Ho report hes
been received recently out the read situation should be considerably improved.

f. anchora.ce Depot

The garaze crew is busy on winter overhaul of equipment for
ndaxt seasons work and on keeping the present snow plo.winz ecuiomemt on the
road, Severel slieces of equinment have been completely overhauled including
three tractors thst were imnediately put to work on snow removal. The AC
grader was repaired by inserting a sLeeve in the tubular steel fraue and weld-
ing reinforcing pletes in place.

Parts bins have been built in one quarter of the uoper floor
of the garage and lumber purchased for additional bins and racks in the re-
maining area, The steel for the mezzanine floor was also hsuled and hes been
put in vlace.

2e BY CONTRACT

@. Anchora:e“Warehouse,Contract I-arc-4,007,Gothverz
Constric tialGonpany.
Work on the warchouse is almost momoleted but due to the delay

of some of the shiomaits by the railroad, the building is not ready for inspec-
tion and occunancy. Even after acceptance, money should be retained to take
care of outside naintine ami finishing which cannot be done until weather
moderates.

w a> te + wea
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The railroad has evidenély mislaid one box of elevator parts so
that is not yet installed. It is also new apparent that a change in the
Wiring is essmtial for efficient overatim.

be Garaze Heatinz Chanzes

Short Ter: Contract - Anchorage Installation Company.

Chanzes were made in the heating of the saraze as revised on
the plan which included lowering the vresent units and adding four new ones
in the work area and instaliin= “theruo stat in office. Hoticeable difference
resulted in heating the floor level.

Ce. Asphalt Storing and Handling Faciiities - Contract]I-arc-L0g6 --
so~K.

First materials for the farm arrived durinz the sonth
consisting mostly of imocked-cowm tanks in crates. Material was hauled to
site and stored in the truck loading area, or placed in M-K warehouse.

H.C.Shircliff, District Znzineer for L=K Co. advised this office
that actual field constructicn will commence imnediately after the 1st of
February. 0.D.Xaiser will be cuiidinz superintendent, am J.iW.Perrintank
suverintendent. Their plan is to erect me tank us ravidly as possible to
provide storase for such materials as vipe insulatim.

The contractor advises that three subcontractors will be en-
gaged on the project as follows: t

° :

Urban Plumbing & Heating Comvany, Seattle, on viping and power hours;
City Electric of Anchorage, on electrical work;
hi. F. Goggans of aAnchorase,on painting

A form wag prepared and delivered to the cortractor on which was
tobe indicated the Proposed

Caastruction
Program. This has not yet been

pleted, as the local revresentativesof M-K Co. wish to consult with their Chief
Engineer before returning it.

3. WEATRER CONDITICHS

Temperatures in the first ten days of the month were above normal
with the thermometer reading plus 32 degrees m the tenth of the month. On
the 17th it dronved to minus 17 dezrees but was back up to 15 above on the
19th, and staved above zero for the remainder of the month,

The snowfall was the heaviest yet recorded for Anchorage for the
month of January with a total of 36.1 inches. These abnormal camditicons

or
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existed over the entire district which resulted in numerous problems
and long hours in keenving traffic moving and roads open.

he $ISCELLANECUS

Foreman King from Palzer returred fram States on the 17th.

{Two new Ford Pickups arrived in Anchoreze. It is planned to
give one to King and use the coupe he now has in the Anchoraze Area. '

The cost accounting is slowly goinz ahead with Grammer and
Van Zanten doins most of the work m it.

Grammer finished his nan work on the Fairbanks survey.

Wa. J. Niemi, District =ngineer, arrived at Anchorace,
January 22, from Juneau, as transfer from the Bureau of Reclamation, Washinton.

H.O.white returned fran the trip to the International Harvester
factory and Juneau conference on the 22nd.

Several boxes of surolus ecuinment have been received from the
States. They contain in whole a 145 ft. boring bar for Sterlins Marine Enrines
plus special tools for servicing. Their value is contained only in what metal
can be salvaged for the shops. Received also from tne States one steam towing
winch for a heavy duty tuzboat. This mterial and equipment was orocured by
Juneau from War Surolus in the Cotinental U.S.

LDp
Wo. J. Xiemi
District Engineer
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“EUDORESS REPLY To

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

District for the month of December, 1948.

PR Por giesser

' UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
SEREAGLALNSES

Anchorage, Alaska

January 6, 194

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, 4.P.C.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern

Palmer Areat

Activities in this section consisted of winter maintenance,
snow removal, and overhaul of ecuinment. During the early part of the
month the glaciers began to work rapidly, especially in the Katenuska
Valley, end required daily attendance of thawing crews.. Numerous
fences and barricades were erected to keep the ice from forming on the
road surfece. all roads remained icy during the first half of the
month, end considerable sanding was done in order to provide a safe
driving surfece. The last ten days of the month snow started to fall,
accompanied by winds and all available equipment was put to plowing.
The 511 tandem=-drive grader borrowed from Glennallen was most useful
during this period. It was necessary to work irregular overtime
in order to keep ell roads open and safe for traffic.
Russian River-Eomer

Work on this section consisted of winter maintenance and
equipment overhaul. Zxtreme cold weather was experienced, especially
around Kenai, and some bad glaciers have begun to form on the road.
The Coopers Landing road is in very poor shape, with many sidehill
glaciers, end our equipment was off the road several times. Inventories
at both Kenai and Homer were completed, end work begun on overhaul of
equipment. All equipment along the road was brought in to the depots.
Necessary winter maintenance and snow removel was performed on the
Homer local roads.

Anchorage Roads

Winter maintenance and snow removel was performed as conditions
dictated on this section. Roads wera icmy during the first part of the
month, and glaciers were active. The thawing crew was kept busy putting
in drain ditches and placing barricades were possible in order to stop
ice from forming on the road surfaces. All roads were plowed several
times during the month.
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anchorage-Palmer Road

As on the other roads in this area, thawing crews were kept
busy working on glaciers most of the mohth. Considerable sanding was
necessary as the road surface was very icy most of the month. Barricades
were placed in several spots along the road to prevent ice from forming
on the roed surfacé. These were constructed of corrugated roofing iron
placed against staxes frozen into the ice, of building paper and chicken
wire, and of canvase Snow removal was performed as necessary, it being
the policy to keep the snow bladed right down to the road surface. The
road was in good condition ¢°1 month.

Anchorage Denot

Pouring of concrete on the second floor of the garage building
Was completed. ‘nen neat was put into the building it was found that the
main working space in the garage was not warm enough. A contract was let
to put in additional heaters and to lower the existing heaters. Steel for
the additional mezzaznine was received during the month.

Operation of the camp in the depot yard was suspended about the
middle of the month.

Work on the warehouse building progressed slowly. One boiler
was placed in overation and work on jacketing both boilers and the piping
continued. Partions were placed and some of the windows glazed. The
contractor is still short quite a bit of material.

A tank was purchased to provide gasoline storage when the gas
pump is moved to the new depot.

The garage crew kept in repair equipment being used on winter
maintenance, completed inventories, and overhauled several pieces of
equipment.

Miscellaneous

Yo reports have been received to date from outlying districts.
On December 28 a wire was sent to Dillingham to inquire if the SnoGo was
operating and if the roads were being plowed. No answer has been
received. It is believed that both wires were routed wrongly, having
addressed to Kanakanek. We have since discovered that direct service
to Dillingham is now aveilable.

Foreman Rogers from Homer is on annual leave in the States
and will return about February 1.

Very truly yours,

@

B. D. Stewart, Jr.
Acting Superintendent

od
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BLACK

From Ghiglione Road Commission Juneau Alaska December 31, 1948

To Stewart Road Commission Anchorage

Re Situation Report December eleven confirm that farm road west from ijells

junetion Potter road has been gravelled to railroad along center section seven

and advise status road west of railroad
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"
ADORESS REPLY To \

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JBNEAWXAKASAK

Anchorage, Alaska ~

December 11, 1948

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, A. Re Ce
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern
District for the month of November, 1946:

Palmer dAreat

All work except routine maintenance was discontinued the :

middle of the month, due to lack of funds and cold weather. Foreman
ylKing was called to the States about the 15th and Foreman Dye has been

in charge since his departure.
Crews were cut to the minimum required for satisfactory

winter maintenance, there being one man with a large motor grader
and snow wing at the camp east of Sheer Mte, a foreman, grader
operator, end two truck drivers at Wienie Lake, and men as required
working out of Palmer, All roeds in this section are quite icy at
the pressnt, and it has been necessary to do a great amount of sanding,
especially on the Glenn Highway. To date, there has been little work
necessary on glaciers, though some are beginning to show up.

The telephone at Palmer was moved to the A.R.C. office, with
an extension bell in the garage, so that better communication can be

‘had with crews. An Adams 511 grader was brought over from Glennallen
to assist in winter maintenance of the Valley reads, the present
machines at Palmer being old and in very poor condition, and none of
them large enough or fast enough fofsome of the heavy snows and drifts.
The garage crew was cut to three men, who are engeged in getting in shape
some of the heavy equipment known to be needed next season. The Anchorage
shop will be too busy moving to the new building and getting out equipment
stationed in Anchorage to do any of this work this winter, but following
that it should be possible to discontinue the Palmer garage as such.

Russian Rivor - Horer Projects

In the Kenai area, all work was suspended by the 20th. Graveling
was stopped prior to that time, due to cold weather, but the clearing
crew was worked longer in order to corduroy a long swamp about five
miles south of the Kasilof River. The grading crew also worked longer
than the gravel crew, and graded up a wet sidehill about three miles

~
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south of the Kasilof River, freezing weather making this work easior
due to the wet ground.

All Mile Posts from Russian River to Kasilof were put in,
the camps closed, and work started on the inventories. <A start was
made on haiiling in equipment which had broken down-.along the road,
and this work was nearly completed by the end of the month. Some
equipment secured from the Army and stored in Seward, was moved to the
Kenai depot. This consisted of three Case tractors, two De4 tractors,
3 Euclid tractors, three Oskosh trucks, and one gravel loader.

It was necessary to dig a new well at the Kenai depot, the
old one having been contarinated by overflow of the cesspool.

An inspection trip to this section was made by Assistant
Superintendent Hatchett late in the month, and plans made for overhaul
of equipment.

In the Homer area, graveling near Anchor River was carried on
until the middle of the month, covering wet ground just north of the
river. Loading and nauling of bridge steel was completed by Nov. 15,
and the small shovel moved to Anchor River. the weather being favorable
_at that time, it was decided to go ahead with erection of the Anchor
River bridge, end Foreman Gunderson and crew of three men was sent to
the site, from Glennellen. Using the large dragline as a piledriver,
the steel bent on the south side of the river, and one false bent, were
driven, but'in the meantime extremely cold weather came on and the river
started to glacier. Attempts were made to keep a channel open but
these failed and the entire valley vecane covered wita about three feet
of ice. It was necessary to do some dyking to keep the camp from being
flooded, and the steel yard began to glacier up. Under these conditions,
the crane could not work out into the stream, so the camp was closed and

' the crew sent home. Stripping and corduroy work was also halted late in
the month, cold weather and darkness resulting in inefficient operation
of the camp.

All equipment was moved in to Homer, except the large dragline,
for winter overhaul and inspection. The light plant at the Homer depot
gave trouble during the month, the connecting rods and cranksheft going
out, but repairs were accomplished.

Anchorage Roads:

York was continued until about the 20th of month on graveling
the Spenard road from the top of Romig's hill to Deadman's Curvee Cold
weather was experienced during this time, but it was deemed adviseable
to continue until this section was completed, due to the heavy volume
of traffic over that section and the manner in which it broke up last
spring. About 18 inches of gravel was placed over most of the distance.

The gravel was then moved to the Potter road and gravel
placed on the line which had been started toward Campbell Creek. aA

fill across a swamp was made, bringing the road to the railroad, and from
there a dozer was started on cldaring out the right of way toward
Campbell Creek. It is the intention to secure a passable winter road
that will serve the homesteaders and to get the line brushed through
while tho ground is frozen.



Most of the local roads were bladed up before the ground
froze, and as a consequence they should remain in fair shape ell winter.
They are all icy, though, due to rain that fell about the middie of the
month just after a heavy snowfall, followed by extremely cold weather.
Sanding has been done on the werst sections. Some glaciers have made
appearance, especially on the lower end of the Potter road, but only
that portion being used by the school bus is being maintained.

This road was in fair shape during the month. The surface
was bladed well tefore freeze-up, but as in the Valley and around
anchorage, the thaw in the middle of the month, followed by cold weather
resulted in a sheet of ice covering the road. Attempts had been made
to blade the snow down to the gravel but it was not possible to get this
work done before the ice formed.

Some glaciers have formed, especially on the hill just north
of the Moose Horn Lodge, on Peters Creek hill, and north of the railroad
crossing at Mile 146. iiaintenance crews have placed barricades at these
Glaciers, some consisting of sheet iron roofing against posts frozen into
the ice, some of canvas, and sore of chicken wire netting backed with
roofing papere These barricades succesnfully nold back the ice and
prevent it from flowing across the highway. ‘When not working on these
barricades, the maintenance crew has been occupied in sanding the worst
places.

.

The sub-contractor on Section A, Stock and Grove, ceased
grading operations on the loth, the weather being too cold. The line
change east of the Hast Gate is about 75% complete. Considerable
stripping was done on line changes between Nile 14 and the Fire Lake
raodhouse. Wzgening of sub-grade between the Knik and Nata nuska bridges
is nearly complete. .

Anchorage Depot:
Sufficient grading was done around the new buildings so that

the spring run-off would not bother them, and a large parking area
built up north of 4th 4 ve. The fuel tank was completed and placed
in position, the stack raised, and work begun on installing the oil
burners in the furnaces. About half of the concrete flooring on the
secod floor of the garage was poured, but the weather then became too
cold to proceed. ‘Work on the warehouse progressed all month, but some
items on order were lost when the Railroad barge sank.

The camp located in the new yard was operated all month, but
cold weather made the buildings very uncomfortable and the water supply
was a problem.

The garage crew kept in repair the equipment being worked in
this area and overhauled some items secured from Surplys. dn Adams 511
grader was placed in service late in the month, a walcome addition to
equipment being used for snow removal.

Anchorage-Palmer Sections



Miscellaneous:

Foreman Stover reports that he completed repairs to the
Karluk bridge on November 20th; also that he was shipwrecked on the
return trip to Kodiak and had to remain at Halibut Bay for two weeks,
arriving at Kodiak on Dec. 8. No other reports have been received
from this section. oo,

Grading operations at the tank farm site were completed
as much as possible. The Railroad was unable to move the power pole
until the latter part of the month, as they were waiting for the
post hole digger to return from Haines. They then set a new pole
and transferred most of tna wiring, but the original pole still stands,
and it has large pile of earth still around it that must be removed.
No glacicsring has been observed on the site, but across the road, the
Standard Oil Company is having a bad time with ice. Water is seening
out along their north fence line and glaciering-in the uoper row of tanks.

Assistant Suzerintendent Gramwnaer returned from duty in the
Fairbanks District and is taking a suall anount of leave.

aA start has been made on keeping equipment records posted
monthly with the start of a new cost accounting year, and it is hoped
that this will materially shorten tne time required to work up the
costs in the future.

Very t

(5,
by,Be D. St

Acting Superintendent

yours

wart, Jro
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November 5, 1948
Mr. Ike P. Taylor .

‘

Chief Engineer, 4. Re Co
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs . . J
Following is the situation report from the Anchorage

District for the month of October, 1948:

hm
m
m
,

Palmer Roads

The Palmer roads were maintained throughout the month and
evidently are in fair condition. No opportunity for an inspection
has arisen yet. Foreman Xing has been on leave for several weeks, but
Foreman Dye reports taat graveling on the Knik road and the Hayfiald
road has been completed, sand that the crew was moved to Matanuska to
fi11 in a small bridge which is being replaced with a culvert.

A new crossing of the main lins of the Alaska Railroad was
put in by making a short line change just east of Wasilla. Better
visibility is given by crossing the railroad at right angles.

Greding operations were carried out on the Pittman road,
about three quarters of a mile being complete by the end of tne month.

McKinley Park

Operetions in this area wore suspended the latter part of
the month. Inventory of parts was completed, and equipment for spring
snow removal overhauled. Foreman Diess was transferred to the Anchorage
shop.

Russian River - Homer

An inspection trip was made to this area tne last few days
of the month, flying first to Homer, then to Kenai, by car to Seward,
and plane back to Anchorage.

The grading and graveling camp is set up at Anchor Pt. River,
with graveling nearly complete to the camp. The Northwest dragline was
still on the soutn side of the river, but will be moved across in a few
days. Wet ground on top of the hill north of the river has been
corduroyed and is ready for grevel. The stripping camp is located at
Stariski and has worked to a point about a mile and one half north of
toe creek. The camp will move up there in a few days. The weather has
been very wet but is beginning to tighten up nowe

4
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An inspection was made of the proposed East End extension, and
it was found that the “L" line, as submitted on our sketch, is definitely
the best location. As there are a number of homesteaders on east of cyst
Fritz Creek, most of whom have children of school age, it would be most

,,

desiroable to at least put in the creek crossing this fall and rough in
||

the grade so it can be used during the winter months. Please advise us \\
>

about thisas soon as possible.It was found that the heating plant in the Homer garage is very
crude and dangerous, consisting of a drum with a Siece of pipe dripping
oil into it. An effort is being made to secure sometning more suitable.

At Kenai, graveling is still being done with the two Euclids, the
carryalls are working out of the camp at the Xasilof bridge, and the
clearing crew is still working. There is a large swamp to be corduroyed -
and then this crew will be laid off. Work on the Kasilof b#idge was “
completed the last week in the momth. Due to heavy rain during the
month, it was necessary to go back and regrade about four miles of road
that had been completed in September. Mud was hauled off the gade and
sand hauled in with carryalls.

The road from Kenai to Kasilof is now open to all traffic, also, ofcourse from Seward to Kasilof.
4 trip was made to Mile 58 on the Seward-Hope road, where it was), .

found thet Munter was putting in footings for the first large bridge, | eTuland Lytle and Green had seve ral miles of road roughed out but ccaf
than a mila completed. me

Surplus equipment stored in Seward was inspected and a decision
made on what to ship to Anchorage and what to take to Kenai. District
Mechanic Peterson accompanied me on the trip.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchoragg local roads are in fair condition. Efforts have been
made to blade up as much road as possible before freeze-up, especially
the most traveled sections. Graveling of part of the Spenard road, from
‘the top of Romig's hill to Deadman's Curve was started but has been
hampered by breakdown of the shovel and a shortage of trucks. Forenan
Bilodeau was placed in charge of the local work, with neadquapters at
the new garage yard. Intermittent snow storms and thawing weataer
during the day resulted in all roads being very slippery at times, with
consequent trouble from inexperienced drivers. Sgnding was done as time
and personnel permitted.

Anchorage = Potter

Work on this section was suspended on October 20th. At this time
a passable road had been secured as far as tie Potter section house.
About three quarters of a mile remain to be completed to grads and width
on that section. The grading equipment was moved to the new garage yard
and tank farm site, with the gravel crew going to the Spenard job.

Anchorage = Palmer

This section of road was in good shape all month. The Eagle River teem
bridge was placed in service early in the month, to the great relief of

|all concerned.

ia
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The public experienced considerable difficulty on the new grades on either
side of Eagle River during the latter part of the month. It was impossible
to keep ahead with the sanding due to the many snow storms, and traffic
became snarled up several times on this section.

Phe contractor on Section A has been hauling gravel frem the pit
in Mile 45, widening and raising the grade between Palmer and the Butte
road, and has dozers and carryalls working on the line change east of
Fort Richardson East Guard Station. The Resident Enginesr is preparing an!
estimate on a proposed grade reduction on the west approach to the Zagle :

River span, and this will be submitted when completed. It is recommended
that this grade change be made, due to extreme icing conditions found
on this road during the winter months. cdf ¢tw

R lpanaea Hotet
Anchorage Depot ae

Work on this oroject is proceeding rather slowly. The first interior
coat of paint in the garage building is not yet completed. Some welding
remainds to be dona, wheel guards poured around columns, insulation to
be put on steam pipes etc. In the warehouse building, work is progressing
more satisfactorily, though some materials are still short, including
some of the glass and doors. The heating plant fuel tank is being welded,
the stack is not yet up, and work will soon begin on excavating for the
fuel tank.

Grading operations in the yard area were begun late in the month,
two carryells being used on the job. The areas immediately north and east
of the garage have been brought to grade, and the equipment is now working
on the norta side of 4th ve.

Miscellaneous

Grading operations at the Tank Farm site were begun late in the
mohth and are nearly complete. The only plat availabke is very vague
as to exact dimensions, but it is believed that the grading we have
done will be satisfactory.

The bridge at Bethel was completed during the month, and repairs
to the bridge at Flat were made.

Foreman Stover is proceeding to Karluk to make repairs to the
bridge damaged during a storm.

No reports have been received from Dillingham.

Very truly yours,

SEAQLEaa
Be. D. Stewart,
Acting Superintendent



U, S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION‘

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

September 30, 1948

Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir: 0

The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month of
September is as follows:

/

Palmer Roads. Bs
The roads around Falmer have been maintained, and are in good condition.

The brush cutter, installed on the Adams motor grader, was finally rut into Sef
operation, working fairly well. In places where the brush was quite thick .
three passes were made to cut the brush to the fence,

An axle broke and the mower has been laid up the latter part of the month,
but the axle is now available.

Paluer Farm Roads.

In spite of more or less continual rain, the following farm roads were
worked upon at Palmer, =

.
NC

Palmer Plumley road of 75~L One-half mile cleared and graded
58 Mile road of 96-B 1.2 mile graded and gravelled
Shrock road, off Wasilla-Fishook road 2, miles stripped

Mountain Roads.

The work of building a low road to connect the Snowbird Mining Company
and the Archangel road was discontinued during the month, due to extreme wet
conditions,

Atout one and a quarter mile of road was built, and a bridge constructed
across Archangel Creek, but the lower end of the road was atandoned for the
time being,

The Willow Creek summit was opened up once to vermit cars to get back to
town.

Jliamna Roaxds.

Maintenance was performed upon the road,

‘

cp
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Newhalen Roads,

This work was completed early
in August and the crew employed on the

Potter road,

Pedro Bay Airfield.
While it is hard to get any plans carried out on this project, it is

understood that the tractor is to be moved to Pedro Easy before freeze up and
work on the airfield this fall.. ;

I understand Foss has been ill and confined to bed for sometime,

McKinley Park Roads,

The work in the Park was closed down at the end of the month, All
equipment and supplies were moved into the station, Inventory was taken of
provisions, which were stored in the hotel basement, Made general clean up
around the statkon, made repairs, assembled farts bins, sorted out parts and
put in order.

The Chicago Pnewoatic compressor, ARC No. 876 and other miscellaneous
repairs were made,

,

Inventory of parts commenced.

Logs were put across Riley Creek to permit foot travel across the creek,
during the time that men were waiting for lumber to arrive.

Decking was installed on six bridged between the station , including
mile 22,

All fills were repaired, sidehills cleaned out. Igloo and the wash at
11.2 miles, channels were cleaned out and changed and banks dyked up to confine
water,

Twenty-three miles of road was maintained with patrol and the air strip
at the station graded,

Five men are engaged on equipment repairs, eating at the railroad mess,

Talkeetna Roads,

The funds for this project has been expended, and the crew returned to
town, where they have been working on maintenance,

Russian River-Homer Roads,

Kenai:

The status of the road on the Kenai end is as follows:

Mile 0 to mile 46
"

100% graded and gravelledMile 47 to mile 55 100% graded
Mile 56 to mile 57 100% stripped and graded

-~2=



Russian River-Homer Roads - continued

Kenai. — con't,
The Kenai bridge is completed,

Drove false work and steel piers for Kasilof Bridge, which is in progress
of erection,

Tractors and dozers have been working pushing up the fill on the South sidé
of the river, and grading within one mile of the bridge.

nomer:
Mile 0 to 14- Graded and gravelled
Mile 15 to 16.75 Graded and 50% gravelled
Mile 16.75 to 21, Cleared

Station 5348 to 5310 erubbed and stripred
(Station 5310 to 5340 too wet to strip)

Station from 5240 to 5137 Stripped
Station from 5190 to 5137 Cleared

The stripping camp is set up two miles North of North of Anchor River by-
passing the wet section North of the River.

The inain camp has teen moved to the river on the 24th, expecting to cordurcy
the wet secticn North of the river from that camp. We will also be able to obtain
gravel at the top of the hill iorth of the river to cover the swamp sections,

The dragline has been moved to the pit at 15.5 miles and have stripped and
gravelled all of that end of the road.

Anchorage Roads,

‘The Anchorage roads are in fairly good conditicn.

Anchorage Fourth Avenue Road.

The Anchorage Fourth Avenue road has tcen paved 24 feet wide between the City
boundary and the Army road, with an additional six feet of gravel berm on each
side,

The city streets between "C" and East "G" was surfaced at the same time.

The weather was not fatorable subsequent to the laying of the material and
considerable pot holes showed up afterwards.

A seal coat was put upon the surface, but it rained: shortly afterwards and
the oil did not do any good, beaKant!

The road was closed for about five. weeks, but as it seewed horeless to wait
for warmer weather it was finally thrown open, with the idea of doing further

- work next spring, if necessary.

A crusher belonging to the Army was used on this project, some Army, some
ARC and some city trucks were used on this job,

3=



Anchorage Fourth Avenue Road - continned

This work was supervised by Mr, Simpson, of the Fublic Roads Administration.

Anchorave~Palmer Roads.

The crushing plant at Eklutna was closed down in August, and gravel hauléd
from the pit at 15 mile to surface the road between Eagle River and Peters Creek.

The steel for the Fegle River bridge has arrived, and it is expected that
thé bridge will be completed the first few days in October,

The steel for the Peters Creek is still at Seattle,

It is expected that the contractor for the Fublic Roads Administration will
start work on the Anchoraze~Palmer road early in October,

Arrangements neve been made to take care of the PRA survey crew at our mess
at Exlutna, with additionalmen being taken care of at the restaurant and bunk~
houses at Paluer,

The Army has paved the roac between the monument and the 183rd General
Hospital, making a great imcrovement in this section.

Anchorage-Potter Roads,

The work on this project has been making rather slow progress, due to
continual rainy weather.

It was expected that a connection would be made to Potter this month, but
we ran into some rock and will be delayed on this account.

Considerable gravel remains tc be hauled to get the alignment up to gerade
on the lewer end but good crushed rock was obtained out of the sidehill, which
shortens the haul and facilitates this work

fn bey
Carryalls are working on the -Falmer end, hauling towards the fill which

is being mace ty trucks.

The road has been opened up between the end of the present road and Fire-
weed Lane. The swamp South of Fireweed Lane has teen gravelled to the hill and
the balance cleared and grutbed, Sdt weather has temporarily stopped work on
this project, ,

It is expected to take the trucks away from this work and surface a part
of the Eagle River road early in Octoter,

Potter Farm Road

A start was madé towards connecting the end of the Sand Lake road with the
Potter road.

The Wells road was extended West across the Potter road for 0.1 mile
towards the railroad ard Campbell Creek, with the idea of extending the read
to Campbell Creek and the section line between secticns 11 and section 14,
which is on the same line es the end of the San iake Road,

~4-



Potter Ferm Road. continuea

0.5 of a mile was cleared and 0,1 mile graded and surfaced.

Palmer-Eacle River Farm Road,

Some work was done on a farm road on the right limit of Ingle River. The
work being performed by men in the service,

Cleared 2 miles
Stripped 2 ésK

Graded 1 #

Medfra.

Equipment was moved from Medfra to Sterling landing, and then taken to
Takotna.

Dillingham Reads.

Maintenance was performed upon she local roads.

Kodiak Roads.

Meintenance was performed upon the local roads.

Glenn Hichvay

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads with the usual maintenance
crew and considerable work done ditching where required uccn the road.

At the last report the truck shovel was working on Chickaloon hill,
Eomer Roads,

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, which are in good condition,

Piling for the new dock, and timbers for the RHA program were uhloaded for
various parties during the month, No timbers arrived for the docx,

One mile of road was surfaced to Fritz Creek on the Hest end, from Watermans
Fit. .

Two miles of road was surveyed at the Hast end, beyond Fritz Creek, This
is a new project.

Fletcher Farm Road,

Some work was done on the Fletcher Farm road, where one mile of road was
stripped and graded,

Some difficulty was encountered getting right-of-way but it was finally
settled,

Seldovia Bridge
The construction of this bridge was completed during the month, It is
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Seldovia Bridge - continued

reported that everything was completed in good shape,

Anchorage Devot.

Work is progressing alright on the garage, which is about 90% complete.

Archorage Warehouse,

Work is progressing alright on this project, which is 70% completed,

There seems to be nuwnerous additional contracts on this project, rarticulerly
the first, which adds considerably to the difficulties of getting these jots done.

Bethel Bridge,

The men who completed the Seldovia job have been sent to Eethel, to put in
the bridge on this project, It is believed that all materials have arrived on
the job.

.

General.

Commissioner of Roads Col. Noyes arrived in this district on the 27th, and
is expected to be in this vicinity for about ten days,

The PRA is still working on the road tetween Anchorage and Fklutna, with a
camp at Exlutna and at Palmer, where they are subsisted at a restaurant.

Hatchett is on a trip to Bethel the end of the month,

Ghiglione is expected to leave for Juneau early in Octoter, when another man
is expected to arrive to work in the Anchorage District,

Mr, Simpson, of the PRA, left for Juneau on the 30th, while Mr, Reher and
another man arrived to study the Turnagain project on the 30th.

I have been in the office for the past week, Am in no shape to get around
but manage to hold down the office job. lyequilibrium is still wobbly but is
slowly getting better,

The increase in the higher bracketsof pay for the office force is very much
appreciated and it is hoped some change may be made to benefit the general office
force about which a separate letter is being written on instruction from Col, Noyes.dé

Ghiglione has beer attending to the site for the Tank cars, which is expected
to go through alright.

Considereble surplus equipment has alse been hauled to the vicinity of cur
new warehouse site, Some of it looks as tho! it will take considerable worx
before we get any use from it.

Highway Engineer
MSC,

(Construction)
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U, Se DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

September

Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska ,
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b
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Dear Sir: Lj

The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month of
September is as follows:

Palmer Roads.

The roads around Falmer have been maintained, and are in good condition.
The brush cutter, installed on the Adams motor grader, was finally put into
operation, working fairly well. In places where the brush was quite thick
three passes were made to cut the brush to the fence.

An axle broke and the mower has been laid up the latter part of the month,
but the axle is now available,

Palmer Farm Roads.

In spite of more or less continual rain, the following farm roads were
worked upon at Palmer,

Palmer Plumley road of 75-L One-half mile cleared and graded
58 Mile road of 96~B 1.2 mile graded and gravelled
Shrock road, off Wasilla-Fishook road 2. miles stripped

Mountain Roads.

The work of building a low road to connect the Snowbird Mining Company
and the Archangel road was discontinued during the month, due to extreze wet
conditions,

About one and a quarter mile of road was built, and a bridge constructed
across Archangel Creek, but the lower end of the road was atandoned for the
time being,

The Willow Creek summit was opened up once to permit cars to get back to
town,

iliamna Roaxrds.
Maintenance was performed upon the road.

wash

20,

Gj
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Newhalen Roads.

This work was completed early in August and the crew employed on the
'

Potter road,

Pedro Ray Airfield.
While it is hard to get any plans carried out on this project, it is

understood that the tractor is to be moved to Pedro Bay before freeze up and
work on the airfield this fall.

I understand Foss has been 111 and confined to bed for sometime,

McKinley Park Roads,

The work in the Park was closed down at the end of the month. All
equipment and supvlies were moved into the station. Inventory was taken of
provisions, which were stored in the hotel basement. Wade general clean up
around the statton, made repairs, assembled parts pins, sorted out parts and
put in order.

The Chicago Pneumatic compressor, ARC No. 876 and other miscellaneous
repairs were nade,

Inventory of parts commenced.

Logs were put across Riley Creek to permit foot travel across the creek,
during the time that men were waiting for lumber to arrive.

Decking was installed on six bridged between the station , including
mile 22,

All fills were repaired, sidehills cleaned out. Igloo and the wash at
11.2 miles, channels were cleaned out and changed and banks dyked up to confine
water,

Twenty-three miles of road was maintained with patrol and the air strip
at the station graded,

Five men are engaged on equipment repairs, eating at the railroad mess,

Talkeetna Roads.

The funds for this project has been expended, and the crew returned to
town, where they have been working on maintenance,

Russian River~Homer Roads.

Kenai:

The status of the road on the Kenai end is as follows:

Mile 0 to mile 46 "100% graded and gravelled
Mile 47 to mile 55 100% graded
Mile 56 to mile 57 100% stripped and graded

~2w



Ruseian River-Homer Roads - continued

Kenai. - con't,

‘The Kenai bridge is completed,

Drove false work and steel piers for Kasilof Bridge, which is in progress
of erection, .

Tractors and dozers have been wiorking pushing up the fill on the South sidé ~

of the river, and grading within one mile of the bridge.

Homer:

Mile Oto 14 Graded and gravelled
Mile 15 to 16.75 Graded and 50% gravelled
Mile 16.75 to 21, Cleared

Station 5348 to 5310 grubbed and stripped
(Station 5310.to 5340 too wet to strip)

Station from 5240 to 5137 Stripped
Station from 5190 to 5137 Cleared

The stripping camp is set up two miles North of North of Anchor River by-=
passing the wet section North of the River,

The main camp has been moved to the river on the 24th, expecting to corduroy
the wet section North of the river from that camp. We will also be able to obtain
gravel at the top of the nill horth of the river to cover the swamp sections.

The dragline has been moved to the pit at 15,5 miles and have stripped and
eravelled all of that end of the road,

Anchorage Roads,

The Anchorage roads are in fairly good condition.

Anchorage Fourth Avenue Read.

The Anchorage Fourth Avenue road has teen paved 24 feet wide between the City
boundary and the Army road, with an additional six feet of gravel berm on. each
side,

The city streets between "C" and East "G" was surfaced at the same time,

The weather was not fatorable subsequent to the laying of the material and
considerable pot holes showed up afterwards.

- . A seal coat was put upon the surface, but it rained shortly afterwards and
the oil did not do any good.

The road was closed for about five weeks, but as it seewed hopeless to wait
for warmer weather it was finally thrown open, with the idea of doing further
work next spring, if necessary.

A crusher belonging to the Army was used on this project, some Army, some
ARC and some city trucks were used on this job.

~ Bo

ve
g



Anchorage Fourth Avenue Road - continued

This work was supervised by Mr. Simpson, of the Fublic Roads Administration.

Anchorage-Palmer Roads,

The crushing plant at Eklutna was closed down in August, and gravel hauldd
from the pit at 15 mile to surface the road between Eagle River and Peters Creek.

The steel for the Eagle River bridge has arrived, and it is expected that
the bridge will be completed the first few days in October,

The steel for the Peters Creek is still at Seattle,

It is expected that the contractor for the Fublic Roads Administration will
etart work on the Anchorage-Palmer road early in October,

Arrangements have been made to take care of the PRA survey crew at our mess
at Eklutna, with additional men being taken care of at the restaurant and bunk
houses at Palmer,

The Army has paved the road between the monument and the 183rd General
Hospital, making a great improvement in this section,

Anchorave—Potter Roads.

The work on this project has been mking rather slow progress, due to
continual rainy weather,

It was expected that a connection would be mde to Potter this month, but
we ran into some rock and will te delayed on this account,

Considerable gravel remains to be hauled to get the alignment up to grade
on the lower end but good crushed rock was obtained out of the sidehill, which
shortens the haul and facilitates this work

Carryalls are working on the Palmer end, hauling towards the fill which
is being made by trucks.

The road has been opened up between the end of the cresent road and Fire-
weed Lane, The swamp South of Fireweed Lane has been gravelled to the hill and
the balance cleared and grubbed. ‘Sdt weather nas temporarily stopred work on
this project,

It is expected to take the trucks away from this work and surface a part
of the Engle River road early in October,

Potter Farm Road

A start was madd towards connecting the end of the Sand lake road with the
Potter road,

The Wells rosad was extended West across the Potter road for 0.1 mile
towards the railroad and Campbell Creek, with the idea of extending the road

‘to Campbell Creek and the section line between secticns 11 and section 14,
which is on the same line as the end of the San lake Hoad.

-= 4
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Potter Farm Road. continued

0.5 of a mile was cleared and 0,1 mile graded and surfaced.

Some work was done on a farm road on the right limit of Exgle River. The
work being performed by men in the service,

Cleared 2 miles
Stripped
Graded 1 *

. Medfra.

Equipment was moved from Medfra to Sterling Landing, and then taken to
Takotna.

Dillingham Roads.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads.

Kodiak Roads,

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads.

Glenn Highway

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads with the usual maintenance
crew and considerable work done ditching where required upon the road.

At the last report the truck shovel was working on Chickaloon hill.
Homer Roads,

Meintenance was performed upon the local roads, which are in good condition.

Piling for the new dock, and timbers for the RZA program were uhloaded for
various parties during the month, Ko timbers arrived for the dock,

One mile of road was surfaced to Fritz Creek on the Fast end, from Vaterrans
Pit.

Two miles of road was surveyed at the Kast end, beyond Fritz Creek, ‘This
is a new project.

Fletcher Farm Road,

Some work was done on the Fletcher Farm road, where one mile of road was
stripped and graded.

Some difficulty was encountered getting right-of-way but it was finally
settled,

Seldovia Bridge
The conetruction of this bridge was completed during the month, It is

oo § an
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Seldovia Bridge - continued

reported that everything was completed in good shape,

Anchoraze Devot.

Work 4s progressing alright on the garage, which is about 90% complete,

Anchorage Warehouse,

Work is progressing alright on this project, which is 70% completed.

There seems to be numerous additional contracts on this project, particularly
the first, which adds considerably to the difficulties of getting these jobs done.

Bethel Bridge.

The men who completed the Seldovia job have been sent to rethel, to put in
the bridge on this project. It is telieved that all materials have arrived on
the job.

General.

Commissioner of Roads Col. Noyes arrived in this district on the 27th, and
is expected to be in this vicinity for about ten daya.

The PRA is still working cn the road between Anchorage and Kklutna, with a
camp at Exlutna and at Falmer, where they are subsisted at a restaurant,

Hatchett is on a trip to Bethel the end of the month,

Ghiglione is expected to leave for Juneau early in October, when another man
is expected to arrive to work in the Anchorage District,

Mr, Simpson, of the PRA, left for Juneau on the 30th, while Mr, Reher and
another man arrived to study the Turnagain project on the 30th.

I have been in the office for the rast week, Am in no shape to gat around
but manage to hold Gown the office job. iy equilibrium is still wobbly but is
slowly getting better,

The increase in the higher brackets of pay for the office force is very much
appreciated and it is hoped some change may be made to benefit the general office
force about which a separate letter is being written on instruction from Col. Noyes.

Ghiglione has been attending to the site for the Tank cars, which is
expectedto go through alright.

Considerable surplus equipment has also been hauled to the vicinity of our
new warehouse site. Some of it looks as tho! it will take considerable work

before we get any use from it.

M, C, Edmunds,
Highway Engineer (Construction) —
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Us. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Ike P, Taylor, Chief mmgineer
Alaska Road Comméssion
Juneau, Alaska

duly 31, >

A.
Dear Sir:

The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month of Julyis as follows: ,

Palmer Roads.

The roads around Palmer were maintained with patrols, and were in good
condition during tne month,

bdlund-Palmer. (Farm Road)

The connecting of the xdlund road with the Knik road was completed during
the month, The whole road was surfaced and it is now in good condition,

A total distance of new read is 2-3/4 miles.

64
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Mountain Roads,

Work was started on a low road to connect the Snow Bird and the Fern Mining
Company with the Little Susitna Inn, on the Little Susitna river, on the Archangel
road,

“One mile of road was opened up, Considerable pwwder was used in breaking
up and removing large rocks which are common in tnis area,

Material was hauled for a bridge crossing archangel Creek,

Palmer~ijasilla Road.

. A bridge on one of the branch roads, 22’ long was replaced near the Warden
homestead,

Lucky Suot-willow Station Road.

Four bridges woich werdin
bad condition were repaired during the month,

Bridge at Mile 8, Deception Creek bridge at mile 24 and Thomas Creek and
Shorty Creek bridge in mile 25.

Toe surface of the road was maintained with patrol during the month,



McKinley Park Road.

Reports from the Park sound like the "lamentations of Jeremiah", It seems
everything went wrong this summer, including a large rock falling upon the D-8
tractor and possibly putting it out of commission entirely, at a time when both
shovels and the 75 tractors were being repaired,

—

A couple of men out of the bridge crew were left at the Park to complete
repairs when lumber arrives, It is reported out of Seattle on July 24th,

Heavy rain fell around th. 20th of the month, and it is reported that the
fill. at the toklat wes again washed out, and the road blocked at Polychrome Frasrs,after the road nas ceen put in good condition,

Mr. Been has Diess putting up a foot bridge across Riley Creek while waiting
for tne lumber to arrive, claiming tnat trail funos wers appropriated waich dould
be used for this purpose,

Diess is enquiring regarding the possibility of getting some of the equipment
overnuauled after tne road work is thru for the season,

Iliamna Roads,

Maintenance work was performed upon the Ilianna road during the month, snow
removed, ditches and culverts opened up and some gravel hauled to saft piaces.

Newnalen Roads,

Thé extension of the road towards Lake Clerk was completed during the month,
and work started on connecting the school nouse with the village at the mouth of
the Newhalen River,

tbis work will te completed the first week in August,

Talkeetna Roads.

Maintenance is being performed upon these roads, and some work done on the
direct road between Peters Creek and Cache Creek, whicn is in general use during
the winter months by mining outfits to the west of Cache Creek.

Russian River-Homer Road.

Kenai,

Cleared ty hand 70 feet wide 0.5 miles
Cleared and Stripped 70 feet wide 5.0 "

Graded 24 feet wide 6.0 *

Corduroyed 18 Feet wide 04 *

Gravelled 24 feet wide 6.0 "

Two miles of road in the vicinity of Pickle Hill and four miles in the
vicinity of sioose Creek, were grovelled during the month.

Five and oue-half wiles of road was cleared South of the Kenai river toa
jarge swamp which is being corduroyed,

=~Zan



Russian River-Homer Road ~ cont'd,

kenai - continued

Considerable wet weather slowed down operations considerably,

The gravelling of the Kenai Airfield, which is being dmmm done ona
reimbursement basis for the CAA, was completed during the month,

Homer,

The status of the work in the Homer area at the end of the month is as
follows:

Mile 0 to mile 5 eraded and gravelled
graded, and 50% gravelled

4 7 to mile ll Graded
" 10 and ll Gravelled
# 12 graded 90%; gravelled 50%
" 13 to mile 16 graded 50%
“17 cleared and stripped
* 18 to mile <0 cleared

Rainy weather also retarded operations in this vicinity,
Anchorage Roads.

the Ancnorase roads are in fairly good condition. we have had consider-
abbe precipitation during the month, and this hss nelped suriace maintenance,

Soge culverts were installed during the month,

Anchorage-ralmer toads.

the gravel crushing plant gave considerable trouble, and was down tor ten
days around tne end ot tne montn,

‘During theis period material was taken from the 15 mile pit, and hauled on
the road between tagle River and Yeters Creek,

It is expected that this work will be completed about the 10th of August,

Brush was removed from the berm ditches cleaned out end back sloped, and
the surface maintained with patrols.

At a metting witn Amy officials regarding the paving of local roads, it
appears almost certuin tuat we will not be able to make any arrangements with
them to get fourth and Fifth Avenue paved, and Mr, Davis, of the Public Reads
Administration, is including these projects in estimates wnich are being submitted
for bids for paving the road from anchorage to Falmer,

While he was not informed regarding the policy of doing work in the army
reserve ne also included the balance of the road thru the reserve which has not
been surfaced,



Anchorage—ralmer Roads - cont'd.

The Army has been doing considerable work on the road between the Monument
and the 183rd Hospital intermittently during the past two years, and have been
working on it steadily recently,

It is planned to shut down our crusner as soon as the work is completed
between Hegle River ana nklutna about August 7th.

the plant is old, breakdowns are frequent making it very expensive to operate
and we nave no particular place to put crusned material.

if we had known tnat we were not going to pave the local roads ourselves, we
could have closed down the crusner some time ago,

The small survey crew of the PRA nave been taken care of at tklutna, where
accommodations are very limited. Tney are planning on putting on several more men
and we are having ditticulty taking care ot tnem, temporarily until we smb down
our operations or open up the tagle River Cann.

Ancnorage—fotter Road,

‘he work on this project is making fair progress, ‘he ground has been opaned
south up to the swamp at Station mile 514, and tne swamp corduroyed to station 535.

Work has been started to connect with Fireweed Lane, the ground nas been
cleared and stripped to Camoteil Creek, from station 115 to station 594, and the
swamp Soutn of Hireweed Lane is being fiilea by truck haul, wnere 1000 feet has
been graded and ‘700 teet of swamp covered,

Yhe removal of the black muck hetween stations 492 and 507 was completed
early in the montn, and the road partly eraded,

the railroad survey nas been completed to Potter, so that we have a point to
tie in to,

Farm Roads.

Palmer-idlund Road,

‘the remainder of the gravelling of this road was completed during the month,
making 2-1/2 miles of completed gravelled road,

Potter-Wwells Road.

This road was extended to the McNeeley homestead during the month, entailing
an additional half mile of clearing , grubbing and stripping, and 1/4 m11e of
surfacing, completed tais road for the time being,

Potter~Klatts Road,

The road partially constructed t last years camp was extended along the
center line of section 19, to the west boundary, to open up ground fer eignt
persons who are located in this area, giving an adoitional mile of farm road,

his road is located in good ground, and the work was all done by dozer,in a few days, - 4
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Farm Reads - Con'td

Potter-Klatts Road — continued

This road may require extension later, Good gravel was available at the
railroad but we ran into sand at tne West end,

Medfra. '

The work at Medfra is completed, and the equipment moved back to Takotna,

Medfra Airfield,
While the equipment was available considerable work was done; cleaning of

brush, widening and lengtnening tne field wnich is now 125 feet wide and 2500 long.

An additional 50 feet was cleared, and 2000 feet of ditch made on both sides
of the field,

Dillingham Roads.

Light maintenance was rerformed uvon the réd during the month, whem most
of the activity of the area in concentrated on fishing,

Kodiak koads.

Maintenance is being performed, and the local roads are reported in good
condition.

Glenn Highway,

This road has teen in good condition during tne month,

A washout occured in the vicinity of Mile 69, near where the first detour
connects with the original railroad alignment, Material was pushed over from
the sidehill and this section is now in good condition,

Homer Roads.

The local roads were maintained with patrol, and some surfacing hauled to
soft places.

No work was done tewerde extending the oiil road in the vicinity of Fletchers
homestead,

Seldovia Bridge

A small crew of four men started work towards the latter part of the month,
on this project.

Anchorage Depot.

work is in progress on the garage, the sides of the building are being
erected and the work is estimaged to te 60% complete,

Gothberg has a good supply of lumber and other materials on the ground, and
the foundations are beginning to shape up. It is estimated that 10% of toie work



,

Anchorage Depot, - continued

is completed.

The steel for the Eagle River Bridge arrived at Anchorage and is being
freighted to the site,

Camp is being erected and it is expected that the work of erection will
start in about ten days.

General,

Public Soads Administration have been installed in our oftice, and are
engaged in surveying the road between anchorage and Palmer,

reople stili coming in over tne highway, and certain classes of labor is
plentiful altho' we seen to have difficulty in getting a baxer for the totter
Callp.

it is now definite that the agreement between the Army the Alaska Road
Commission and the City of Anchorage regarding a coocerative agreement for
blacktopping the local roads is cancelled and the PRA are including tne roads
in which we are interested with other roads in this area,

Hatchett is now located in Anchorage, and is getting broke in to orfice
routine and puplic relations, wnich seem to take up a Jarge portion of ones
time these days.

Ben Peterson and I made a trip to Bethel and Dillingham during the month,

The WAA infcrsed me that there was a surplus crushing plant at Snemya which
we couid obtain witnout cost. It could be loaded with otner supplies for
Sea.tle (I understand without charge) and we could get it there,

Very truly yours,

(HLEEleoneM. co, amainds,
Superintendent,\

6 of 6,
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

.
ss June 30, 1948

Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engineer “OL6
;
paAlaska Road Commission

,

i
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Sad A
Juneau, Alaska \ eae tong" G77
Dear Sir:

Th situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of June
is as follows:

Palmer Roads,

Maintenance was performed woon the local roads, and some gravel and crushed
raterial hauled te soft places where required.

The roads during the month were repaired so that they were in good condition
by the end of the month,

Two carloads of lumber for bridge material arrived at Palmer
and

were unloaded
during the month,
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The Sno-Go plow returned from work at McKinley Park,

The Quickway shovel has been down waiting for parts since the 8th of the
month.

Mountain Roads,

Roads to various mining properties were opened up on a cooperative basis
during the month, and the road over the Hatcher Summit cleared of snow on the 18th,

lucky Shot-Willow Station.

Materials were hauled to make repairs to the bridges at 8 mile and Deception
creek during the month,

Both of these bridges were found to be in very poor condition when the road
was opened up this spring,

Wasilla-Pittman.

Corduroy was cut to cover 900 feet of swamp during the month,

McKinley Park

Considerable delay was caused in opening up the road this spring due to



abnormal late heavy snow, A rapid run off caused a lot of damage to bridges and
many slides to come down in sidehill areas, closing the road beyond the Toklat
River,

A bridge crew was sent up from Anchorage, bents redriven on the Toklat
bridge and repairs started on the Savage River bridge.

Slides were cleared up, and the road opened up for traffic at the latter
part of the month,

Dae to non arrival of lumber for repairing the decking and installing a
jidard rail on bridges, it 1s planned to bring the bridge crew, with the exception
of a couple of men, to work on bridges, fo Anchorage, for duty in this or the
Kenai area,

Newhalen Noads.

A small ctew is working on this project. They are using CAA equipment and
are experiencing many breakdowns,

Itis expected that this work will bs completed the first week in September,

Talkeetna.

Maintenances ia being performed upon these roads. Several small washouts
were repaired and slides removed, -

Some work is being done on the winter road between Peters Creek and Cache
Creek as considerable freight is moved over this road during the spring for
operations to the West of Cache Creek,

Russian River-Homer Road.

Kenai:

‘The summary of the work reported from Kenai is as follows:

Cleared by Hand 50 feet wide 4 Miles
Cleared and Stripped 70 feet wide ll. iW

Graded 24 feet wide 7. "
Moved by Carryall. 125000, Cu. Yds,

Corduroyed 18 feet wide 3000, Lin. feet
Gravelling 2 +"

fl 3, Miles

Steel for the Kasilof River bridge was unloaded,

Homer:

A sugmary of the work reported from Homer follows:

“he first twelve miles out of Homer are graded, with the exception of mile 8,

Swamps have been corduroyed and culverts installed for a distance of 14 miles
and graded sufficiently so that this distance can be travelled with a pickup
when conditions are favorable,
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Russian River—Homer Road - cont'd,

Homer - continued

The dragline has been moved from the beach to a new pit at ll mile. It is
—

planned to use the large gravel carriers to connect with the gravel hauled from
the beach,

The shovel and trucks are being moved ahead to cover swamp that is being
corduroyed,

Graded 24 feet wide 0.5 miles
Corduroyed 20 feet wide 860. lin. feet
Culverts Installed 470 ut

fl

Ditched with Fowder 900 " "

A checkup is being mde of the progress of the work to date. As soon as
_ this is done a report dovering th¢is will be forwarded to Juneau,

Surveys:

The survey of the missing link South of Kenai was completed during the
month,

Anchorage Roads.

The Anchorage roads are in fair condition. There has been very little
precipitation for the pabt three months, which is hard on maintenance of a
gravel surfaced road,

Repairs were made to bridges in the railroad reserve, the army road and
the Palmer road,

The surface was maintained on the main roads and the roads in Mountain View
in which Mr. Metcalf was interested, and some culverts installed.

Anchoraze~Palmer Rud

The gravel crushing plant was operated during the early part of the month
but was idle due to breakdown the last two weeks, Parts arrived the end of the
month and it is expected the machine will be working in a couple of days.

™wo miles of road between the two railroad crossings were covered with
crushed material, and one mile covered with pit run material between Peters Creek
and the military gate.

The hopper in the pit at Mile 15 was rebuilt before it could be used,

During the time the trap was being rebuilt considerable gravel was hanled
on the road. This material was loaded by the portable loader out of banks
adjacent to the road,

The bridge crew moved to Potter early in the month, finally ending up at
McKinley Fark,
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Anchor age-Palmer Road - cont'd.

The road was maintained with patrols during the month, brush cut along
the berm, some bank sloping done, and the fill at the lake in Mile 24 raised
by dozer and visibility improved considerably,

The Army is placing a base of coarse material on the road North of the
monument in the course of processing this road for, surfacing,

Anchorage-Potter Road .

The work on this project is making fairly good progress, 0.4 miles of
road was strivred and 1.7 miles graded during the month.

Culverts were installed in both Rabbit and Little Rabbit Creeks, Trucks
are now able to travel South of Little Rabbit Creek without any hazard, and
waxk also about one-third of a mile beyond this creek to where tractors are
working.

Some bad ground is encountered, possibly 1500 lin. feet, between stations
492 and 517, where solid ground is overlaid with black mck, About half of this
ground has been removed and work is underway clearing off the balance,

Surveyors are running out new lines between the end of the work and Fotter
station, Van Zanten is tack in town now and will be probably be put on this work,
So far we have not been advised by the Railroad forces where their line will end,

Farm Roads.

Palmer-Edlund Road:

The progress on this road during the month eonsisted as follows:

Graded 75 miles of road
Surfaced . 1,25 "

Potter-Wells Road:

The work accomplished on this road is as follows:

Cleared 30 feet wide 0,5 miles
Graded 16 % A 0.5 4"

Surfaced 16 6=«° " 0.75 ="

‘Medfra,

The work at Medfra is being closed, and it is expected that our equipment
will be shipped down to Takotna about the middle of the month,

. A tractor belonging to Walter Oulver, a Caterpillar D-6, was purchased
during the month and will be stationed at Takotna,

bw



Dillingham,

Maintenance is being performed upon these roads,

The two new trucks arrived at Dillingham, and it is reported that the
Sno-Go was delivered at Naknek, where it will be picked up by a local firm
freighting in the Bay.

Kodiak,

Maintenance is being performed, and the roads are reported in goodconditi on,
Glenn Highway.

Maintenance is being performed, and the roads are reported in good
conditi on.

Homer Roads.

Maintenance was performed with patrols, and 645 cubic yards of gravel
hauled’to soft places,

The local roads are not in good condition,

It is planned to start working on a farm road in the vicinity of Fletchers
early in July, vrrovided a satisfactory agreement is made with Fletcher regarding
the route to te followed in crossing his land,

a new for no word has been received
regarding

plans for the construction of

Seldovia.

Some material for the bridge across the slough is arriving. As soon as
deliveries are completed arrangements will be made to construct the bridge.

The old bridge has been damaged further and is getting more dilapidatedall the time.

Anchorage Depot.

The new ace is maxin od progress, “he iron skeleton work is
completed, Yand-a septic tanktank Ts under constructtion.

Mr. Gothberg has moved on to the site and has erected a small
building

for
office and workshop,

General,

We still seem t lenty of most

have difficulty in sortie:s ne men. such asging of dace averatore.
wi

ve
been scarce now for some years,

= 5m



Generel - cont'd.

Newcomers are still
coming

in over the highwey, and new settlers slong the
reads are increasing all the time,

We are hiring a married woman to work in the office, Her husband works in
a local garage, and we do not have the acute holising problem to contend with that
we usually have with employees hired elsewhere.

FWA Men visited this district, going over the roads with Mr, Taylor, looking
over the local roads with the view of calling for contracts for grading and
asphaliting, Since Mr. Taylor left they have not contacted this office,

We have been in touch with the Army regarding a coorerative agreement on
Dlack topping local roads. So far letters have been exchanged and many conver-=
cations taken place, but no definite agreements or plans have been made so that
the work can be started.

Hatchett is still tied mmm down to the Kenai job, and is not getting familiar
with his new duties, Van Zanten returned to the office on July 2nd and will be
used on some of the engineering work which has been rostponed in this area,

Mr. Ed Taylor, of the Division of Territories, has been in this district
for some time, and visited the local roads,

GEEZ
Suverintendeth.-
i. C. ind



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA “ROAD COMMISSION pene,

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA af. tts.
Mkt

May 31, 19487

Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer 4 a ey
Alaska Road Commission .
Juneau, Alaska /

Dear Sir:

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of May
is as follows:

Palmer roads.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads. This is the worst break-
up, from the standard of the roads, for a good many years. VUonsiderable
gravel was hauled to soft places, and at times most of the local roads were
impassable for short periods.

Wasilla-Pittman.

Corduroy was cut to cover swampy places.

McKinley Park.

Due to heavy snowfall and slow progress on snow removal the Sno-Go was
sent to the Park to open up the road. The Alaska Aailroad shipped the machine
free for this work. No report has been received at the end of the month re-
garding progress, but it is believed that the road should be plowed out at the
end of the month. £3

10
¢

Mr, Been passed thru Anchorage during the month after attending a
superintendents conference in the States.

Pedro Bay Airfield.

It has already been reported that an examination was made of the proposed
field and that the location is satisfactory.

Newhalen Roads.

A small crew left for Iliamna on May 24th, to work on extending the road
up the Newhalen iver, extending the road from the School at Newhalen to the
camp at the mouth of the river, and maintain the existing roads.

We are using equipment, belonging to tne CAA for this work, with the men
boarding at the roadhouse,.|

Talkeetna.

-l-



Talkeetna.

A small crew under Foreman Mulvaney left forTalkeetna on May 26th to
take care of the maintenance on these roads.

Russian River-Homer Road.

Kenai

The Kenai bridge was comoleted during the month, except for nailing down
decking and putting on guard rails,

One of our older employees, Alec iiacDonald, fell off the bridge on May 5th
and was drovmed.

The following work was accomplished:

Graded 24 feet wide 2. miles
Stripped 70 +" " Os "

Corduroyed 16 " 400. lin feet

Maintenance. Did considerable work on both the Kenai and the Russian River
end of the rodd, citching, cleaning out culverts, removing slides and hauling
gravel to soft vlaces.

Built a 12-man portable camp on skids for stripping crew. Opened un the
Moose Creek camp, Unloaded from barge and hauled to Kenai Devot anproximately
20,000 gallons of gas and oil.
Homer

All swamps are corduroyed and culverts installed for a distance of 12 miles from
Homer.

The fills are practically completed across the swamps for the first 11 miles,
altho there is a lot more material to be moved by carryall in miles 8 and 9.

A comrse gravel deposit has been located 11 miles out of Homer which has
been cleared and strinved and is available for filling some of the wet ground
ahead with trucks and shovel,

The work accomplished during the month is as follows:

Corduroyed 2a feet wide 1500 lin. feet
Culverts, installed 550 1 "
Ditehed (ith pyoder) 12200 (" "
Graded 24 feet wide 808 2 miles

t " 50% 1 mile

Surveys

Survey work on the portion of line South of the Kenai River toward Kasilof
was underway during the month,



Anchorage Roads.

The spring breakuo was particularly hard on the local roads this spring.
We really had two periods when the roads were in very poor condition.

The maintenance crew was busy the greater part of the month hauling gravel
to soft places,

it had not been for the use of Thurnapulls belonging to the Alaska zail-
road during the month of March some of our main roads would have been impassable,

Anchorage-Palmer Road.

After placing a stockpile of 2200 cubic yards of crushed material at Goat
Creek, and covering soft nlaces on the road, the crusher was moved to the pit
at Kklutna on May 19th and LEOO cubic yards of crushed material stockpiled near
the pit at the 2tailroad crossing.

As soon as the bridge crew moves out of camp and there is room for addition-
al men, more truckdrivers will be sent to the job and the gravelling of the road
will get under way.

A snow slide came down in the vicinity of the Knik Bridge on the sth, but
did not reach the road.

Eklutna Bridge.

The work of widening and strengthening the Zklutna bridge was completed
during the month. aA temporary road was constructed to detour traffic around the
bridge while construction was underway.

Anchorage-Potter Road.

Work is well underway on this road. Camo is now established at Raobit
Creek and about one-half mile of road cleared and stripped towards Little Rabbit
Creek.

Considerable work was done cutting down grades end maintaining the road so
that traffic could use it.

tt is planned to start construction on the ells road early in June.

The new work accomplished during the month follows:

Cleared 80 feet wide -5 miles
Striped 70 5
Graded 24 feet wide 6 "
Surfaced >

Medfra.

A few men were seht to Medfra to take care of the work on this road towards
the end of the month.



Dillingham Roads,

Maintenance is being performed upon this road.

Kodiak Roads,

Maintenance is being performed upon these roads, which are now reported
in good condition.

Glenn Highway.

All of the snow has been removed from this road, which is now in good
condition.

Homer Roads.

Maintenance work, consisting of hauling gravel on the East road and
patching soft vlaces on the two roads leading to the bench, was performed
during the month,

The roads were also maintained with patrol, ditches and culverts cleaned.

So far no further developments have come up regarding the constructionof
the dock,

Anchorage Devot.

The construction of the garage is going along nicely. “Zlectricity and
water has been brought to the site.

The contract for the warehofise has been awarded to the Gothberg Company.

General,
' With the opeZning up of other activities a good many men are finding

employment altho we have not had any difficulty in getting men so far.

There are a lot of new settlers on the Kenai Peninsula, most of whom are
available for filling up the crews.

We were unfortunate in losing Foreman Roy Johnson, who was in charge of
the Potter Crew, who was taken ill at Noon on May 23rd and died the same night.

We also lost Alec MacDonald during the construction of the bridge across
the Kenai River, as mentioned before.

There is considerable activity in the Anchorage area with new people
coming in and land being subdivided in all directions. ©



General - cont'd.

With the large amount of extra work necessary in signing up men and extra
work entailed by additional revorts and so forth, we have been on the lookout
for some one to add to the office force.

While we have had a couple of prospects, so far we have not been able to
get anyone.

Up to date Hatchett has been busy on the Kenai project. He came to tow
for a few days but should be here the greater part of the time to familiarize
himself with the work.

Grammer and O'Malley left for Fairbanks on “@dnesday, May 24th, by train,
for duty in that district for the season, after running some line changes on
the Anchorage-Palmer road.

Very truly yours,

CAAa?
SS

Me C. Edemds;~
erintendent.
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA TF

oye fApril 29 ” LS
1
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Ike P, Taylor, Chief ingine?r
°

Alaska oad Commission “ ,

Juneau, Alaska f
?

failDear Sir: pe

“ay

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of
April is as follows:

Palmer, oads.

‘Spring maintenance was performed upon the local roads, which are
generally in good condition.

Cribbing was constructed for a distance of 700 feet on the upper side
of the road on the right limit of iioese Creek, which it is hored will
prevent the periodical damage formerly caused by storm waters of this
creek. 6L

/ 5€

The cribbing was constructed from two to four large cottonwood logs
high with ties every ten feet to back logs. The space between was filled
with gravel hauled from the adjacent sidehill.

It is planned to place a rock "Sausage" at the foot of the cribbing
later on vhen the ground is thawed.

Wasilla-Pittman.

Some timber is being cut for use as corduroy on this road.

McKinely Park.

The weather in the Park has been very inclement, with considerable
snow, wind and cold weather.

The crew of five men have been working on overhaul during the month,
and will start to move out the road to take care of the runoff early in May.

Mr. Been has been outside atténding a superintendent's conference for
some time.

4



Iliamna.
So far, I have been unable to get any information regarding the possibil-ity of an airfield being constructed at Pedro Bay, but expect to find out ‘

whether it is feasible before making definite arrangements to send our tractor
over.

Russian River-Homer Road.

Kenai.
The main work at Kenai during the month has been the construction of the

bridge across the Xenai river.
Erected steel pier and permanent bents on the Youth side of the river.

Drove 300 feet of falsework and movefd piledriver across river. Zrected 100
lineal feet of bridge.

Machines are being ovefhauled. Two men from the garage were sick at the
end of the month. Alec sicDonald with an eye injury, and Harry “hite with a
bad case on tonsilitis and a slight attack of pneumonia. Both men were in
Anchorage for treatment.

As thhite intended leaving the service of the 2oad Commission in a short
time, Oliver Onkka was sent to Kenai on the 29th to replace him.

The roads were kept clear of snow and the berm widened on 50 miles of
road.

The surface became soft towards the latter part of the month.

Frank Johnson is maintaining the road from the kioose Pass end, keeping
water away and hauling gravel to soft places.

Homer.

A camp was constfucted on skids, 10-1/4 miles from Homer, to accommodate
thirty men.

Tractors and carryalls have been vorking out of Homer filling the worst
of the swamps leaving about 400 feet of wet ground to be corduroyed and filled
between Homer and the camp. One thousand feet have been corduroyed and six
culverts installed.

Two miles of road have been 75% graded.

The hauling of gravel on the new road was discontinued for a week and:
considerable material hauled and spread on the local roads in order to keep
traffic moving.

About 1/2 mile of road which had been surfaced previously on 55-C was re-

gravelled to imorove and make them passable during the breakup.



Russian River-Homer Road. — cont'd.

Surveys.

Due to snow conditions no work was done on surveys during the month,
but this work will be started as soon as possible after ilay lst.

Talkeetna.
' It is planned to send a small crew to Talkeetna the latter part of May.

Anchorage Roads.

The breakup this year was hard on the roads. Increased traffic is also
a contributing factor. The Snenard road was in very poor condition and the
road from Anchorage to xountain View also developed soft places and mud holes.

By the end of the month the worst places had dried up, and some gravel
was hauled to keep traffic moving.

Some tournapulls were borrowed from The Alaska Railroad and used in
gravelling the road from Anchorage to meuntain View and the Fireweed Lana
road. these machines are certainly ideal for putting a lot of gravel quickly
on long hauls.

Anchorage Palmer oad.
The crushing plant started up on April 26th, to complete the stock pile

at Goat Creek and haul some material where needed on the road.~
It is expected that it will be moved to the Pit at Eklutna in ten days

or two weeks,

Knik Bridge.

Rock was hauled and placed around pier number two during the month.

Eklutna Bridge.

Preliminary work was undertaken to set up a camp at the Anchorage Light
and Power Company premises at iklutna, using their buildings and facilities.

It is planned to make a detour and construct a temporary bridge across
the river during the time work is under way on widening the bridge.

Harry Mackey is going to be in charge of this work.

The road has been maintained with patrols, and is in good condition.

Anchoravge-Potter Road.

Camp waw established at Faroe Creek, in readiness for starting work on
this route and taking care of maintenance. No progress is reported for April.

Roy Johnson is in charge of this camp.



Dillingham,

Arrangements have been made for the Army Transport Service to take the
Sno-Go plow from Kodiak to Dillingham.

It is expected that it will be moved about the middle of May.

Kodiak.

Maintenance was performed upon this route which is in good condition.

Glenn Highway.

Most of the snow was removed from this route during the month, and the
crew from mile 115 :noved cack to the camp at mile 88.

This road is reported to be in good condition.

Homer.

Graders have been working steadily maintaining the East end and other
roads to keep traffic moving, and considerable gravel hauled with trucks
and the Dii-1Os improving and repairing the worst pvlaces.

Mr. Metcalf has indicated that he will put up money for redriving the
dock at Homer. tir. Vic A&ivers is doing the engineering work for him on this
project.

Anchoraze “Warehouse.

Bids were opened for building the new warehouse at Anchorage. Bids were
fairly close and Kr. Gothberg was the low bidder att 100,797.00.

General,

The weather during the month has remained cold, holding up thawing of the
ground.

There appears a surplus of men available looking for work.

Mr. Ghiglione left for Juneau on April 28th, to assume his new duties.

The new wireless telephones were installed at Anchorage and campos on the
Kenai Peninsula during the month. With the new freauency the performance was
satisfactory and a great improvement over that of last year.L



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Bye
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

March 31, 1948

Ike P. Taylor, Chief Sngineer
Alaska Road Commission ae 7
Juneau, Alaska ‘

2 wh
Dear Sir: Hsjot Cea t

. Tite
The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of March

is as follows:
Ne

Palmer Roads. _ mf™ A
Winter maintenance was performed, and the roads ovened up after storms.

Some wrk was done cutting timbers for rip rapping the road on the right
limit of Moose Creek, on the Glenn Highway.

It is planned to haul some rock around pier number 2, of the Knik bridge,
early in April.

McKinley Park.

Chet Diess left for the Park on March 19th. It is planned to put on four
more men in Avril.

barly
- Russian River-Homer Road.

Kenai.

Completed parts room and moved narts from the old building where they had
been stored to get out of the weather. This building is now used as a truck
garage.

Hauled in some equioment from Hidden Creek and freighted 15 tons of oil,
parts and lumber from Seward and doose. Pass.

Ofverhauled five Chevrolet trucks, one D-8, one D~7 and two HD-14 Tractors.

Kenai Bridge.

Cut and hauled piling and poles for braces and ties, hauled timbers from.
Kenai to the bridge site and re-built the piledriver.

Drove two false bents, two pnermanent bents and the steel pier on the
North side of the river. ‘

35/79



Russian aiver-Homer Road - continued

Homer,

One mile of road was graded during the month, bringing the grade to
approximately one mile of Diamond Creek.

Two miles of road was gravelled with Duclids and DiJ 10s.

An "Elephant" hut culvert, 60 feet long, was installed in Diamond Creek,

There is an additional 1200 yards needed to complete the fill across
Diamond Creek. There was no good material available close to the fill for
carryall work.

Itis planned to use the Duclids and Di-10s to complete the fill when the
dragline is in this vicinity.
Survey.

The map work has been completed of the located line.
Fuller was notified that he would have to take leave until we were able

to start work on the portion of the road which has not been surveyed.

After the survey was cémpleted he was to be given leaveof absence.

He objected to taking leave at this time, and it is doubtful whether he
will be available for the survey, which is alright as Hatchett can take care
of this short survey.

Anchorage Roads.

Winter mainteence was verformed upvon the roads, snow removed, culverts
opened up and ditches cleaned out in readiness for the breakup.

Storms at the end of the month caused snow to pile in various places.

Anchoraze-Palmer foad.

Same as Anchorage.

Cantwell Survey

Im compliance with instructions from the Juneau office, plans for the
above survey were cancelled for this season,

Dillingham.

A snow plow was purchased for this vicinity frog the Var Surplus, and -
‘feelers are being out out for getting it move’ from Kodiak to Dillingham.

Maintenance is being performed upon the road, vhich is subject to constant
winds and drifting snow.

-~2-
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Dillingham — continued .
During cold weather the road is packed down with the D-7 tractor instead

of moving the snow off the road. Tis works fairly well as long as it remains
cold but des not work when the weather warms up.

Kodtak.
Glenn Highway. ’

Winter maintenance was verformed upon these routes. Considerable snow
was renoved during the month.

Homer e ‘

The fill at the intersection of the Diamond Ridge road and the main road
from Homer to Russian :tiver was completed, and some surfacing placed.

Some spot gravelling was done on the road on the East,
Winter maintenance was performed and repairs made to the loading ramp.

Paxson-icKinley Park Survey.

The making of the maos was completed during the month.

General.

The weather was fairly cold, with high winds, carticularly at the end of
the month,

The following reports were forwarded to Juneau during the month:
Financial Report March 8th —

(Form B-1 etc)
Financial 2evort(icKinley Pk) March 9th
Project Sunnary Sneets March 24th
Statement of Plant Account arch 3lst
Plant Record Cards March 31st
Bridge Report March 31st

The paving of any local roads by contractors working for the army is
indefinite for this summer. Sofar no funds have been appropriated for this
work,

We have been unable to confirm the rumoy%r that the Standard Oil is going
to install tanks at Kenai,

Requisitions have been forwarded for a 38 foot bridge at Seldovia, and
is being made up for the same span for Bethel, in accordance with instructions
from ix. ketcalf,

Ze a

Supsriftendent.
3 of 3e
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. - opMr Ike P. Taylor, Chief :ngineer pe ey
Alaska oad Commission _ foe
Juneau, Alaska V/ “A ¥ et! Tei <=
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Dear Sirs

‘rhe situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of February
is as follows: Py

Palmor joadse :
‘

Wintar maintenance was performed, end the roads kapt in good condition

MeKinley Parke’
It is planned to send Siess to the Fark about the 19th of Zearch, and to increase

tha crew by four otrer man on april Ist.
Wo mass will oe maintained at the station, as meals can be obtained at the

Alaska Railroad hotel.

Russian River- Homer Roade
P.8nNale

Overhaul progressing, with the excaption of several 4 x 4 trucks, expect to hava
all equipment in operating condition when construction starts.
Road maintained through from dussian River, and consideraole traffic noted.

Bridge camp started, preliminary work of rigging driver , boiler and cleaning
steel and bolts initiated.
Farts building erected out of remaining "Xnock down” sections to allow using
original truck shop for overhaui of trucks; large shop was not able to hold
sufficent equipment to permit neaded progress on truck and tractor overhaul.

Homer.
Grading completed to Diamond Creek and partially finished on hill North

out of Diamond Creek.
Freparationsmade for installation of "Jlephant Hut" culvert in Diamond

Creake :

The overhanl of the equipment is progressing satisfactorily.
Surveys3

The work on the maps of the completed line practically completed.

_

35/79



-2—=

Anchor229 Roadse

Vinter maintenance was parformed, and the roads kept in good condition.

Anchorage Palmer.

Winter maintenance, consisting of snow removal, sanding slipvary places and
picking ice, was performd, and the road kept ib good condition.

A small snow slide came down in the vicinity of the «nik oridge, but did not
extend antirely across the road so that traffic was not delayed.

Cantwell Survey.

‘The map work was cpmpleted during the month and Miller will ve taking leava until
such time as we are aole to use him, whicn will probably be around the eurly part
of April.

Dillingham.

winter maintenance was performed upon this route during the month.
A bid has byen suomittad for ons of the "Snogo”" plows available for purchase

by the war Assets Acministration now located at Kodiak.
If our bid is accepted wa will then iry and make arrangements to get it moved

to Dillingham.

Kodiak
Glenn Highway
Homor.

yinter maintenance was performed upon thuse routes, which ware kept in good
condition. ,

’ Faxon-'cKinley Sark survey.

It is expected that these maps will be completed by Harch 15th

General.
vith weather during the month was moderate, with some snow and a lot ofsunshine.
Ghiglione raturned to the office February 5th»
Ghiglione, .hite and mysalf attended the conferance at Juneau during the monthe
The office forca busy on routine work. It is exvected that cost accounts will

be completed in rcadiness for forwarding to Juneau by Larch 19th.
sonsiderable time lost by umployeasen account of sickness during the month.
Lottsfeldt has advised that he is not intsrestad in vorzinz at XNomees

It is rumoured thet the Standard Cil company is contemplating installing tanks
at Kenai, if they are able to get a suitable site for their depot.

¥.C e4dmun B=.



Gpy Mt—
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION V a
ANCHORAGE ALASKA S
JANUARY 30th,1948 a

‘a We?pyWZ
ee 0

wy Ike P. Taylor, Chief -ngineer
Alaska oad Commission f wes
Juneau, Alaska. f ‘ae Fe

ROSY fe i ae

2 . N ~
Dear Sirs

[7
The situation report for the fouthwestarn District for the month of January

is as follows:

Palmer Roadse

Considerable snow removal work was performed during the month, with three
motor gradors opening up 299 miles of road, and the Snogo plowing out 16 miles
of drifts on various routes.

Cinders were hauled cn icy surfaces, mostly on the Anchorage Falmer roads
Glacial conditions were prevalent, and considerable work was required xeeping

ice off the road and in thawing out culverts.

McKinley Parks

Bids have been posted calling for furnishing piling for the MNcinley Fark
roade

I was unable to contact any loggers on the Northern end of the Alaska Aailroad
and timbers will have to ba obtained from this vicinity.

Russian River~ Homer Roade

No work was done on the Northern end of this road apart from snow plowing,the section from Kenai to Qussian iver being plowed out three times during the
Hionth by motor grader.

Harry Jnite, Jr, is in charse of the overhaul, with his family moving down
to Kenai at the end of tha month.

A small amount of
three men covering a svamp
River.

wita tractors and carryalls in the vicinity of anchor

Tracings have deen finished from Russian River to Kenai, and work is
underwayon maps South of the henai River.

Tnere is a gap of about eight miles waich has not daen surveyed South of the
Kenai River Crossing.

Crews are engaged in overhauling equipment at Kenai and homere

construction work is underway out of Homer, where rogers has

35/79
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Anchorage Roadse

Snow removal vas performed during the early part of the month until the roads
were all openod upe
Later on when the weather was quite warm and the roads became covered with ice

considerable sanding was done on hills and curves.

Anchorage~Pulmer.

Snow was removed off the road during the early part of the month, and cinders
hauled on the worst placus when the surface became slippery.
Warm winds from Frince .illiam Sound come down the Knik River, thawing snow which
turns to ice, creating groater hazards in the vicinity of tha Knik bridge than on
ot:er parts of the road, particularly during wind storms.

Cantwell Surveye

Miller advises that the portion of the map from KcKinley Park to Cantwell which
has been located, has osen completed and forvarded to the Juneau office.
He also expects to be thro with the balance of the nap work in the first week of

February.
He states that he will taka leave after getting thro with the map work to take care
of private work, until such time as we vant him to report.

Dillingham

Winter maintenance is being performed upon this route, principally ramoving snow
altho wa are not giving very good service azainst conditions in this vicinity and
available equipment, which has been covsrad in previous correspondence.

Kodiake

Winter maintenance vas parformed upon local roads, consisting of picking ice,
sanding slippery places and snow removale

Glenn Hishway.

The Glenn Highway vas maintained in good condition during the month. Slippery
places wure sanded, considsrable snow removed, ice kept off the road, rocks
removed from sidehill sections and some culverts thawed out.

Homer.

Winter maintenance was performed upon the local roads, and snow removed.
A lot of clay was placed against the cribcing on the new road across icud bay, and
some hauled on the road across the slough, where ea lake was formed for use as
a pontoon ship landing.



Seldovia Bridge.

Investigations have been started regarding the possibility of getting timbers
for the replacement of the bridge across the slough at Seldovia, which has beem
covered by separate correspondence.

Paxson- ‘‘ckinley Park Survoye
(

The work of mapping the survey conducted by Crammer is as follows at the end of
the mopthe

Hard copy inked in.(!‘ap only.) comploted
Profile and grados.concil 95%

"
Tracing- map only 10% "
Length of profile , a sprox 35 miles

Pedr irstri p.
A letter has been written to ross, and williams, at Iliamna Bay, regarding
possibilitiaa of moving our tractore

General.

Some snow fell during the early part of the month in the Anchorage area, and
later on at Palmar and the Glenn nighway.
Temperatures generally were warm and pleasant.

Harry iihite Sr, returned from his vacation and reported for work cn January
20th. He advised that he’ would accapt the position oF vastar mechenic Zormerly
occupied by Jack Coats.
Jack Coats physical condition is improving.

A letter from Ghiglione advises that is is beginning to travel horth, tnat ha
is coming over the Alaska Highway, end will be back in tine for the conference
in Juneau on Feoruary 16th.

A Mr Caderstron. of the Geolosical Survey, connected with water table conditions
in the Territory, is now raking a survey of ice and glacial ccnditions in this
vic inity °

The office force is busy working on routine matters, and collecting data for
cost accounts und reports.

‘Ne have had an elidemic of flu and related sicknesses, and considerable time has
been lost by, smployees during tho month»

Two new Ford pickups arrived. The one I have been using is a very good car and
anyone would be well pleased with it/

QO s2y— rroposed .

CS ad nag,
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, U. S. DEPARTLENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMISSION

ANCHORAGZ, ALASKA

Alaska Road Commission
_dyneau, Alaska

My
Decenbe shalt

“entlemen:

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of L A
December is as follows:

¢ ae(s a _™
“Y;

\

N.Considerable brush was cut during the month, until too mich snow fell, ty
when the work stopped.

, MY
Palmer Roads.

1-1/4 miles of brush was cut by hand on one side of the Palmer-Hatenuska .
road, and 2-1/2 miles cut on both sides with doger on the Yasilla Palmer roads. WY

Q

Culverts were thawed during the month, 2nd 200-miles of roads cleaned aof snow, -

Anchoraze Roads.
tl

Mild weather during the early part of the month caused the roads to -'
become slinvery, requiring cinders on hills and curves to make them safe for ,

traffic. :

S
A heavy fall of snow at the end of month kent crews busy on snow

removal, , .é
Anchoraze-Pelmer Road. —

Same situation as at Anchorage, except that the weather was milder at “YQ'

Palmer than ‘¢nchorage, and the roads, particularly in the vicinity of the Knik —

bridge, were very slionery. NS
lutna Tail Race.

The "Elephant Hut" used as a culvert to take care of the drainage from
the Eklutna Light and Power Company plant settled on the lower end about four
feet and considerable erosion took pvlace before it was noticed.

It was not possible to raise the lower end of the culvert vithout
closing the road, so rock was hauled from the vicinity of the Knik bridge to
bring the road back to normal for the time being and see how it works.

-le



Russian tiver-Homer,

Apart from mechanics repairing equipment and engineers working on
maps, no work was done on tnis route during the month.

Two maps have been received in the office, on tracing cloth, covering
30 miles of located road from Kenai Jest. Some changes will nave to be made in
the map of the road fron Kenai to the junction before it is turned in.

Cantwell.

Miller is working on the maps at Ketchikan, reporting that all lines
have been comoleted on and that eight miles of line tow vds iicKinley Park
have been traced on cloth except profile.

Dillingham.

Maintenance is being performed upon the roads.

Kodiak,

Maintenance is being performed upon the roads.

An additional allotment of #1500.00 will be required to take care of
these roads to February 29th.

Homer.

Meintenance was performed upon the local roads, and snow removed.

Paxson Survey.

The work on the maps for the Paxson survey is as follows:

Hardcopy inked in 95% completed
Profile and grades, in pencil 95% "

Length of profile aporox 35 miles
Hard copy a little longer

General,

The weather during the month has been quite mild and no snow until
December 30th and 31st when a heavy fall occurred.

,

Jack Coats is slowly improving.

Harry ‘ihite expected back in a week or SO.
|

Harry white, Jr., is at Kenal in charge of the overhaul work.

The office force working on routine work and preparing data for cost
accounts «

The garage force overhauling equipment.

-~2-



General - continued

Emil Schupp returned:-a few days ago, apparently in good condition.

Soberg was married about the 20th of December, end is now on vacation.

¢

Me Ck ass
perintendent.
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HOVEHBER 30th, 1947 Cet h
athe

ky Ike P. Taylor Chief engineer oi. GiT; :Alaska road Commission
OE,Juneau, Alaska - C 8 1947 tee

etePeed Commbonen. . Satay, Alas, a”
"ae

Dear Sir:
,

-
The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month of November WN

is as follows: .

Palmer Roadse

Palmer Fishook Roade

Three miles of brush was cut with dozers on one side of the road during the
month e

Falmer- ixtanuska Roade

One mile of brush was cut on one side of these roadse

eS -

One mile of brush was cit on one sida of the road, and 6 yards of cindors
hauled to slippery places.

Palmer RR Crossing=-‘ioose Creake

A sump was constructed in the vicinity of the Buffalb junction. to get rid
of water which collects in low places during the runoff in the spring.
Ditches wera dsepened and two culverts installed to lead water into the sumpe
6 yards of sinders were hauled to slispery places,

)
A hopper was constructed on this road during the month, and 722 cu yds of
gravel placed.e |

One culvert was installed.
Brush was cut along the old road for a distance of 1/2 mile on both sides of
the road, and 6 yards of cinders hauled to slippery places.

411 the Palmer roads were maintained with patrols and snow removed

ny

singer Loke- raimer Ao!

gdlund Road. (New:

35/76
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Anchorage Roads.

Mild weather and rain has caused the roads to become sheets of ice, and crews
are kept busy putting cinders on curves and hills.

Anchorage- Palmer Roads.

Same as the Anchorage roads, except that some gravel had to be hauled in the
vicinity of Fulmer when the roads became softe

bagle River and Peters Creek Revisions.

The grading work on these projects was completed during Octobere

Anchorage- Fotter.

No constructicn work cone on this route. The survey of the proposed revision
at Potter vas completed and the map forvarded to Junsau.

Russian River=- Homer.

The work on this project was completed in October, and equipment and supplies
were hauled to the shops at “enai and Homer for overhaul. ‘nis work is now
on a winter basis.
The surveyors are working on mapSe .

Maintenance vas performed uvon both ends of the road, due to very mild weather

Cantwell.

Miller is working on the maps at nome in Ketchikan, where he is working in
the Forest Service quarters, whore draughting equipment is availablea
Maintenance is being performed upon the local roads.

Kodiak.

Maintenance is being performed.

Homer

The soft weather of the past month caused some soft places to develop in ths
local roads, which were repaired by gravel haul.
The crib on the road across the slough was filled with gravel where it had
settled.

Takotnae

The work at takotna is closed down, everything put away, and Bayless is spending
tho winter at Fairbanks with his family.

“dt
eiQ

han



late
A request has been made to have the airfield cleared of snow occasionally am
I have assumed an obligation not to exceed 4100.00 for this worke

Generale

The weather curing the month wis quite mild, with rain and occasional snowy
making the roads icy and hazardous.

Jack Coats is making zood recovery as far as his limbs are concerned, he now
sits up in a chair. tis mind however is not functioning up to normal. I am
informed that it takes much longer for the brain to clear up the% the body.
Iam afraid he cannot ce fonsidered as availabic for returning to work with

the ARC, at least not for a very long time.
c

Ghiglione left for the States on vacation on November 15th, expecting to be
away about three gonths.

Grammer is working on maps of the survey between Faxsons and the Susitna River
_with C'Malley helping on the drafting.

Harry shite left for the States on November 28th, for a months vacatione

Harry “White Jr, is going down to Kenai to take charge of the overhaul work
aarly in December, which I believe will work out aldight.
The office force working on routine vork. It is expected that the Annual xepcrt a
and Recommendations will be forwarded to Juneau within one weeke

The garage force busy overhauling equipment and helping the maintenance crew
take care of the local roadse

mil Schupp left about a week ago for Fortland, where he is to be operated
upon for Hernia, and iialph Soberg plans on getting married about the middle
of December.

Arrangements have been made to have “red Poorman take cherge of the work in the
Takotna District during the coming summer.

Me Couudm $. Sup't
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ADDRESS REPLY YO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

SUKEACXADA SOC
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

October 31, 1947

Alas
Juneau, alaska /

Y)
Gentlemen:

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month weof October is as follows: :

Mountain Roads
Some gravel was hauled on this route during the month, and stakes

set up to mark the road during the winter.

Palmer ~ Fishhook

Brush was cut alongside the road, with dozer, for a distance of
1/2 mile on both sides of the road, and for 2 miles on one side, during the
month, and the surface maintained with patrols.

Palmer ~ lMatanuska Roads
Ww

Brush was cut by hand and moved by dozer for a distance of 1 mile S
on one side of the road on this route and the surface patrolled. One-half oO

mile of snow fence erected for winter.

Palmer — Moose Creek

The surface of this road was maintained with patrols, md 70 yards
of gravel hauled to a soft place which rutted up.

Edlund Extension (Farm Road)

Due to inclement weather, and the lack of equipment to load gravel,
no surfacing was done on this route. A quarter mile of side nill road was
graded, and timber cut for corduroy. Some sections of the road are very wet,
ami it is doubtful whether we will be able to do mech more work on this route
this year.

The work accomplished to date follows:
Cleared 2.75 miles
Stripped 2.75 "
Graded 1.00 4"

Surfaced None

ee! 3 4941
N

Cee
heatos

ka k sion



McKinley Park

The bunk house was removed to a new location North of the warehouse
ard garage and connected with the hotel water and power. A septic tank was
built; the temporary garage was completed, and electricity installed, The
work in the Pars was completed am the crew returned to town on October 28th.

Jalkeetna
‘

The work in the Talkeetna area closed down, and the crew returned to
town early in the month.

Anchorage Depot

According to advices received from the Juneau office, were
awarded to the J. B. ‘Jarrack Company for the erection of a new garage in the
vicinity of Fourth Avenue am the Airport.

Two quonset huts are being erected on the site for warehousing our
supplies and the one now used in the railroad yards for a bunkhouse is also
being moved to the new site.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchorage roads are in good condition. <A considerable number of
culverts were installed and ditches cleaned out, particularly in the vicinity
of the airport, where there is a heavy run-off during the breakup.

Spenard Roads

The Spenard roads were maintained in good condition. Some culverts
were installed, ditches cleaned out by shovel on Chester Creek and some
surfacing placed. .

Anchorage = Palmer Road

Maintenance was performed with patrols, brush removed from the side
of the road with dozer and culverts were cleaned out.

Peters Creek Revision

Rains hampered operations a great deal during the past month, but
grading operations were practically completed by the erd of the month. The
status of the Eagle River and Peters Creek revisions are as follows:

Cleared 2.3 miles
Stripped 2.3 ="

Graded 23 «Cot

‘Surfaced None

No further work is contemplated on these two projects until steel
arrives for the bridges to be erected, Piling for falsework has been cut.

~2-



Anchorage ~ Potter

The work on this project was brought to a close at the end of the
month, Most of the work done during the month consisted of widening and
raising the surfacing, doing a little grading and moving material off the
top of some steep knolls into low places so that settlers in the vicinity of
Rabbit Creek could use the road during the winter. A road was dozed out
South of Rabbit Creek to permit travel up on the bench. .

It is surprising the number of new settlers homesteading along
this route.

The work accomplished to date on this route is as follows:

Cleared 6.1 miles ‘

Stripped 5.1 -

Graded 3.7 =O"

‘ Surfaced 2.5 "

A preliminary line is being run between Little Rabbit Creek and
Potter in accordance with instructions from Mr. Taylor, who questioned the.
original location.

Russian River — Homer

. Fairly good progress has been made on this route during the month,
after the rainy weather stopped.

Moose Pass

‘Camp was moved to Moose River, where grading is completed to within
2 miles of Moose River. Cne grading crew with carryalls is working between
Moose River and Kenai, working out of Loose River the greater part of the
month and Kenai at the end of the month. One crew was working out of the rock
camp finishing up grading.

Cleared and Stripped, 70 feet wide 0.8 miles
Grading, 24 feet wide, about 90% completed 6.3 "

Moving by carryall 80,000 cu. vds.

No gravelling was done during Octcber,.

Kenai

Steel and piling have all been hauled to the bridge camp, site
prepared and some tent frames moved.

;
Two mechanics have been busy getting ready for the winter, hauling

oil, steel and making up requisitions for winter overhaul.



Homer

The grubbing am stripping crew were camped at Anchor River at
the end of the month. It is hoped that they will be able to get to the
bridge site before work closes down so that the bridge crew will be
connected with Homer by truck after freeze-up.

The work accomplished is as follows:

Cleardd, Grubbed ami Stripped, 80 ft. wide 3.5 miles
Grubbed and Stripped 15 "

. Graded 5 4
Graded, 25% completed 20 "

The lumber stored on the spit at Homer was hauled to the depot.
Repairs were made to the lower end of culvert in No. 1 fill which was
extended 10 feet, hauled 60 yards of gravel to fill ard put 32 feet of
culvert in road above fill to take care of drainage.

' Surveys

At the end of the month, Puller tied in to ‘filson's line at his
stationing 4570 plus ©O which is approximately 53 miles south of Deep Creek.
This was station 1976 plus 99 on Fuller's line, which started 5.2 miles
north of the Kasilof River. Fuller has completed an additional 5 miles of
mpl line north of his 00station towards the Kenai Kiver which will be "L"
line when curves are run in, leaving approximately 4 miles wnsurveyed. This
line is mostly tangent. It is planned to complete the unsurveyed portion in
the spring when the bridge is completed, working out of Soldotna.

Camp is closed down, equipment sent to xomer and Fuller moved to
Kenai.

The work accomplished to date is as follows:

Cleared 62.2 miles
Stripped 56.9
Graded 39.6 2

Surfaced . 19.7 ="

Surveyed 120.6 "

CANTYELL

The survey wrk on this route was completed during the month and
the crew returned to town. Supplies were stored in the quonset hut erected
at Cantwell.

Arrangements were made for us to get a lease of land from the Alaska
Railroad for depot purposes. Deeds were also obtained from John Carlson for a
Right of Way for the road where it crosses his property and for a plot of land
for depot and storage facilities. Deeds will be forwarded to Nenana in a few
days for recording.

Miller is leaving for Ketchikan on the 3lst. In view of the housing
Situation, arrangements have been made for him to make the maps at home in
Ketchikan,

Total length of located line 11 miles



Dillingham

“ork on repairing the Klondyke bridge was abandoned due to heavy
show. The Scandinavian Creek Flet was covered with gravel and raised about
134 feet ani the roads opened up for traffic.

Kodiak

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, buildings from the
Anton Larson Bay area erected adjoining the garage and the work on repairing
“ae Cape Chiniak road for the army completed. The crew is now reduced to
two men who will be on a 40 hour week basis after October 31st.

Glenn Highway

Maintenance was performed upon this route during the month and same
brush cut. The weather tightened up during the month and some snow fell. The
Quickway shovel cleaned out ditches and slides.

It is planned to leave the crew at mile 41 and have two additional
men at mile 115 during the winter,

Homer

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, leaving them in good
condition. Logs ani stunns were removed from both sides of the Spit road to
widen it amd prevent snow from drifting across the road.

Now that the fill across the slough is used as a dam for the lake
constructed above for a pontoon plane landing, the wave action erodes the upper
side of the road. 300 feet of cribbing was constructed to protect the fill,
and no doubt, more will be required in the future.

20° feet of 15" culvert was installed and 362 cu. yds. of gravelplaced on the Diamond Creek rad,
Takotna

Maintenance work at Takotna closed down during the month, ‘Inventories
are being taken and supplies stored for the winter.

'

Bayless hed been offered a job on the Glenn Highway, but preferred to
stay in the Takotne district for the winter, where he has acquired an interest
in a mining prospect near Medfra.

It is planned to make a change in the Takotna setup next summer. So
far, no definite plans have been made but we are considering putting Foorman in
charge of this work, He has done very well at Flat, is energetic, interested,
gets along well with people, keeps everything ship shape ami is good at paper
work.

Flat
The main work done at Flat during the month consisted of freighting

matericls for and erecting the Ctter Creek bridge, which was finished except for
the decking and completing fills at abutments.

Inventories were taken and the work closed down around the 16th of
the month.



General

The weather during the fore part of the month was quite wet, but
tightened up later, with frost gradually going down deeper into the ground,
With the exception of a few small jobs, which may be continued for a couple
of weeks, all of the Major construction projects are being closed down this
month. While the weather is clear and fairly good, it is believed good
business closing down and not try to keep working. The last day the

shovelworked on the Potter job we lost half a day getting started.
Jack Coats had a slight stroke on October 30th, and it

appears
now

that he will not be able to return to work with us.
.Cuninzgham is workins a half day edch day at the garage and

apparently getting along all right.
lottsfeldt started voriing for us at the garage about the middle of

the month.
Grammer returned from the Park — Richardson Highway survey early in

the month, and is working on the maps for this project keeping O'Malley, who
is a good draftsman, on to help with this work.

erintendent



U. S.:DEPARTLENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COLLIZSSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Septenber 27, 1947 o L
Ike P. Taylor, Chief =jgineer °/
Alaska :toad Commission
J i

~
uneau, Alaska ate”

i 7 /
:

Dear Sir: He

Recewel
oct 194

Aesks Reed
Came

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the mon of Septemberis as follows: .

untain Roads.

Heavy continuous rains caused some slides on this route, which were removed.

Palmer Roads.

The roads in the Palmer area were maintained with patrols during the month,
and are in good condition.

(
Repairs were made to the two bridges across iiasilla Creek, on the Palmer- \Fishook and the “asilla-Palmer road.

N

Repairs’ were made to the bridge across the outlet of Wasilla Creek, on Route §
35-H.

Heavy rains caused washouts along the Little Susitna River, at the site of
the bridge crossing and near hionument rock, which were repaired.

“On September 16th heavy rains causedoose Creek to leave its regular channel
about 1/4 mile above the bridge and run down by the old railroad grade, washing
out 160 feet of road. The creek was chenged back to the old channel and the road
rebuilt. The road was closed to traffic for two days.

Some gravel was hailed to a soft place on one of the fam roads.

-
Completed clearing and stripping on this route—2-~3/4 miles 60 feet wide

corduroy jaid 300 lin. feet.

3/4, of a mile graded 24 feet wide from the end of the Edlund road.

Palmer—oose Ureek, 35-1

Edlund oad Extension, 35-d



McKinley Park.

The two miles of road in the vicinity of miles 70 and 72 were gravelled
during the month. ,

Brush was cut in the worst places between Igloo and the Railroad Depot.

600 cubic yards of rock was hauled to the center fill on the Toklat River
where the West stream had run along the bank and caused erosion,

The small office building was removed to a new position in line with the
~rarehouse.

A tent garage, boarded at the sides, size 18' by 30' was erected for a
temporary garage.

The parking place for planes was constructed alongside the field, in the
vicinity of the railroad depot.

Maintenance was performed with patrols, keeping the road surface smooth.

The crew was reduced to four men on the 27th of the month, and it is expected
that the worl vill close down by the end of October,

Talkeetna.

Maintenance was performed upon this route, and surfacing hauled in the vicinity
of mile 13.

It is expected that this crew will close down early in October.

Tliamna.

Some surfacing and ditching was performed upon this route during the month.

Russian tiver-Homer.

The work accomplished during the month, which was retarded by steady rains,
is as follows:

At Moose Pass:

Cleared and Stripped 70 ft wide 15 miles
Graded. 24 ft wide 5 miles

Moving with carryall and dozers
Gravelled 2 ft wide .

2 miles

The main camp was goved from Hidden Creek to Moose Creek during the month.

At Kenai:

Repair of equipment is under way.

Steel is being hauled to the site.
-2-



Russian River-Nomer ~ continued

At Kenai - cont'd,

. The two quonset huts were erected.

Ay Homer:

Cleared 70 feet widd (on line change) 1 mile
Grubbed and Stripped 70 " 2
Graded 24 " : -

The stripped section North of Diamond Creek graded sufficiently to move camp.
Corduroyed 24 ft wide 2000. lin ft
Ditched South of Diamond Creek, and installed 3500. +"

culverts ,

Will be moving Diamond Creek camp 4~1/2 miles at the end of the month and
continue grubbing and stripping.

There has been a lot of rain during the month end it was not practical to
attempt to do too much grading. The vork of grubbing and clearing is not inter-
rupted too much by wet weather.

Surveys:

The survey has been completed to Ninilchik, and camp was moved at the end of
the month to Deep Creek.

Located 13 miles

The total accomplished to date on this project is as follows:

Cleared 57.9 miles
Stripped 52.6 "
Graded 32.8 "
Surfaced ' 19.7. ="

Surveys . 29.0 "

Anchorage Roads.

The Anchorage roads have been maintained with patrols, and are in fair
condi tion. ‘

Anchorage-Palmer zoad,.

Maintenance was performed with motor patrols, brush cut with dozer, and some
sections scarified and large rocks removed, in some cases powder was required.

Culverts were cleaned and some extensions made.

A line change was made in the vicinity of Mink Creek.



Knik Bri dge .

Soundings were taken of the stream bed of the Knik River after the annual
high water. .

The surfacing of this road was completed during the month, 636 cubic yardsof gravel being hauled from the Matanuska Rive bar, loaded vith the truck shovel.

The total work accomplished on the two farm roads in the Palmer area at the
end of the month as follows:

Cleared 5.55 miles:
Stripped 5.55 ="

Graded 3.55 "
Surfaced 2.8 "

Eagle River Revision.

Grading reported completed last month.

Peters Creek Revision.
Grading on this project is 65% completed.

Continuous rains retarded operations a great deal, and tractors were moved
away from this job to make emergency repairs where high water had wasned out the
road, delaying this project. :

The total work accomplished on these two projects to date as follows:

Cleared 2.3 miles
Stripped 2.3 "
Graded 21 "
Surfaced 0. "

Potter Creek Road.

Work progressed steadily on this project, gravelling was completed to
Gampbell Creek on the 16th, and cars now travel by means of the Spenard road.

Work is underway widening the gravel surface, low places which settled during
the heavy rains are being raised and additional culverts are being installed.

A small amount of work was done with the tractor, but considerable mechanical
trouble occurred.

The way things are shaping up, it seems that it will take the greater part of
October to complete the Peters Creek Revision, and that it will not be worth while
to move the grading camp to Rabbit Creek tnis year, as the camp will be required
for putting in the bridges next spring.

~4A-
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Potter Creek Road - continued

The status of the comoleted work to date is as follows:

Cleared 5.8 miles
Stripped |
Graded 25
Surfaced ; 1g

Cantwell.

Reconnaissance trips were made during the month, and the route over the
Windy Creek summit and down diley Creek was accepted as being the most feasible
route for the road to ucthinley Park.

A quonset hut was erected at Cantwell station for sleeping quarters, and for
storage of supplies when the work is completed.

Four miles of line was located during the month.

At the end of the month camp was moved to one of the ranger cabins, about
six miles from Cantwell,

Total line surveyed at the end of the month 9 Miles

Dillinghan.

The main work accomolished at Dillingham consisted of completing the repairs
to the Scandinavian Creek, the Andrews Creek and the Klondyxe Creek bridges..

_
Maintenance was performed, and some low swamoy places raised.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads.

Buildings from the Larson Bay area were moved to our depot.

Kodiak.

Repairs to the Cape Chiniak road, undertaken for the army on a reimbursement
basis, was’ started during the month, with the crew camping with one of the farmers
in the vicinity.

.

Glenn Highway.

Maintenance was performed with motor patrols.

Brush was cut with mowing machine between Sutton and 41 mile.

Heavy rains during the middle of the month caused considerable sluffing on
sidehill sections and filling of ditches.

Erosion occurred at the right limit of Granite Creek bridge, where 75 yards
of rock was hauled to the bridge end to replace material washed away.

75>



Homer .

The main work done in the Homer area consisted of regravelling approximately
two miles of the spit road with carryall, gravelling 3/4 mile of the Brandvold
road and corduroying 300 feet of swamp connecting the Diamond tidge road with
Route 55~C.

,

Culverts were cleaned, extended md staked where necessary.
The surface was maintained with motor patrols.

Takotna.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, chiefly repairing bridges
and surfacing soft places.

Flat e

Light maintenance was performed upon she local roads, and preparations made
to get started on replacing the Otter Creek bridge when the materials arrive.

Flat Airfield.
The grading and surfacing of the fieid is completed, and levelling with the

motop grader is under way.

More surfacing should be placed next year. All the fine material that was
available was cleaned up and new roads will have to be built to get additional
gravel.

A total of 1700 cubic yards was put on the field.

Astrip fifty feet wide was cleared of brush the entire length of the field,
making the width 200 feet, clearing four acres.

,

Medfra.

The work at iedfra was completed on the llth of the month, when Ueeck left
for Anchorage.

Brush was cut on shoulders from the landing of the 7 mile post, and used for
corduroy in mile 5. md 600 feet of brush laid in miles 2, 3 and 4.

Bridge. appreaches were filled in, ditches cleaned out and material hauled
on road. Lateral ditches were cleared of snags, opened up and deepened, culvert
markers put up, and 600 feet of new road built around a wet place.

A portable loading trap was constructed.

Two bridges were repaired, one in mile 1 and the other in mile 4.4 and a new
bridge constructed at mile 4.8. Two thmber culverts were replaced with 100-gal
oil drums. .

~6-



Medfra - continued

Latest reports from the Kuskokwim indicate that the river boat will not
make a trip to ifledfra again this season, therefore, our equipment will have to
remain there until the boat goes up next spring.

Medfra Airfield. if

Brush, which was encroaching on the field, was cut for a width of fifty ft.
of approximately 2-1/2 ares, leaving this field in good condition.

General.

Jack Coata and Cuningham have both returned to work, putting in half a day
only. Both men seem to be getting along alright.

Five contractors have obtained plans and specifications for bidding on the
new buildings.

Weather during the month was generally wet, and detrimental to construction
activities, with damage occuring to the roads in the Little Susitna canyon and
on 96—B.

Me. C/ Edmunds
Supe



. Juneau Office . . . orsmucr

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
_
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

pare Sept. 12, 1947
Fite No.

Reranence— Anchorage Situation report, your letter of Sept 8

'

Your assumption that the 3 miles of clearing at Homer was by dozers iis correct however the report was made in accordance with Lr. Taylor's iinstructions. He has reauested that we show monthly the total amount of

heavy timber even if it is handled in one operation with the striponins.

SusPense— . <q
,

~
+m

hex

r)<

clearing, stripoins, srading, and surfacing; taking credit for cleering in gHY
The mile of swampy ground is mostly on the south side of Diamond Creek,

I'll admit thet we all walked over this ground and thought it would be good
but on opening it up it was found full of water with no bottom. This is now
the missing link in Rogers line since he has accomplished consideravle grading
past that point but can't rork up this section very well in our wet weather.

vy

We have finally pinned dorn the line through Cantwell towards the Pert.
Miller made reconnaissance trips both through the Windy Riley route and down
the railroad. The Park Services indicated that they would just as soon have us
come down the railroad ard since the line was arourd six miles shorter we had
to give it serious consideration. The line up into the Windy Creek has always
been planned as yo described it in your letter - that is over the flat divide
from Vantwell, not down to the mouth of “indy and up from there. Millers
preliminary line was east of the Jack River, streightening out and pinnings
down Mac's line, also going up over the rock bluff instead of around (about
three miles east of the bridge), Ike walked this line and acrees that it will
bebetter. Miller has also worked on the line through Cantwell, avoidins as
much of the

swamp
as possible, and is now

working towards
.
the.

Park,
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! Situation Report for August .

,

. | . htWy
In looking over your situmtion report for August, At is \oted you show on Route

§5C at Romer, 3 milon of clenrings CO fect wide done during the bore Tho imtamtion
was to do no Land clearing unloss nocessary on stoep cite hillas Wirtiorwre is not
beldaved thut 3 miles could bo cone da one month wilh your Honor crove it is boliovedthis ia in orror and tact tuo troes wero jacked off with dosera aaa part of the Grubbing
aud

t

Strdippinge
\' You refer to ons mile of swamp botwoon the end of the cruding and the ridge on the

north side of
Dianond

Croexe Thouvh 7 hove walked this ling suveral tines, the swap
do not funiliare “hore are two or tiurse short

sections
of wob pround, the accresnta

about 1/4 milo, excoung for the wot siove on the rigit Linit of Dimond Crooks
On pause 4s (Gantweid) you gtute “five uilos of“prelisinary Yur 023 right aiaitof Jace River wath ditent.on or crocoing tiis stream. below prego bridge sites” Vas

this for tho purpose of reushins the mouth of Windy Crank or a put of tha couseaplated
route dow tie right Lindt of tiie emings IP the Sums, io Lalisved to be a misinicy
ag tiore is an ideal locztion rrom UVuntiwil Station to a point geveral wiles up Viniy
Creek via Sinyon Croas anu au dlat divities Jf a location down the iiwnana ia desired, 2%
would be preferabia vo take on

crousince
of the ianuna as agains crossing: sack

Rivor and following the lert Lindte une of taoce crousings would be nour tho mouth of,
tho Nenana and the otier above Yanert Stations I on fusiliar with tho country botween

COthese two crosviny navingy been on the first railroud survoy which took this routes ali Yevery good country ali casap constructione
+ is noted from bill of lading recartly received that the balance of your >pAlLingicra lumber is onrouto.s

Hawloy Sterling
Agate Chiof inyineer

HSshead,



SKA ROAD COLMIISSION
ANCHORAGS ALASKA
AUGUST 31st, 1947

Mr Ike P. Taylor, Chief ingineer
Alaska Road Commission . i

Jungau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

The situation resort for the Southwestern District for the month of August
is as follows:

‘Mountain Roadse

Light maintenance was performed upon these roads during the monthe

Palmer Roads.

These roads were maintained with patrols during the month, ard are in good conditi
,

- Gravel was removed from some sections of road wnich were abandoned during the
construction of the Glenn Highway, in accordance with the recent request from
Mr Don Irwin.

Sdlund Road ixtension. 35-J.

A. bridge 14ft by 36 ft was constructed across Sottonwood Greek, one quarter
mile of road cleared and 500 ft of corduroy laid.

~
~~

MeKinlev Park.

Maintenanca was performed unon the Fark roads, including repairs sade after
high water had run across tha road in the vicinity of 9 mile.
Tests ware made ‘fcr sridge foundations at the Toklat River.
A HDT? tractor, dumo truck, camp outfit ond sundry tools and supplies were

shipped to Cantwell for use of the survay -varty.
Asnowfall on august 3rd closed the road for one day to traffic.

Talkeetna.

Maintenance was performed upon this route, chiefly betwaen -lwells and
Cache Creeke .

. (ge$EP 5,
*

Alaska Reed Commies
koma, blsie,
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Tliamna.

Light maintenance was performed upon this route. -

Russian River- Yomer. .

The work accomplished déranc the month follows.

nt Moose Pass.

Cleared and stripped, 70 ft wide 2.7 miles
Graded, 26 " 2el "

" 24 " 3.0 "
Gravelled 24 " 7.0 "

Moved with carryall scrapers 125,000 cu yds" “ dozars 52,000 "
" " Shovel and trucks €,500 "*

Rock, 2xcavated 4500.0 cu yds

At_Kenai.

Repairing of equipment is undar vay, with Darnell in charge of this
worke

Steel for tha Kenai River bridgs is being hauled to the bridge site.
Two quansat huts, from Sevard, sre veing erected.

At Homere

Clearad 80 ft wide 3. miles
Grubbed and stripved 70 =" 3.25 "
Graced 24 "% e25
Gravelled 24 =" l. "

The portion cleared is in heavy timber, North of Diamond Creek, close to
the clearing cone by contract last winter.

The gravel was haulad :etween four and five miles. cn grades 2etween 4 and
7 per cent. It was loadsd asd hauled with equipment brought from Edinas anc
the two D110 wagons ourchased from Putnan.

There is one mila of very wet ground vatween the end of the grading and the
ridge on the North side of Diamcend Creek. There igs a gravel devosit near the
creek which will be available for filling the swamp when accassidle.

SurveySe.
8 miles of located line vas run and 2-1/2 miles of preliminary line,bringing

the line to a point approximataly half way between Kasilof and Ninilchike
Camp was moved from Clam Gulch to within two miles of Ninilchik, travolling

by way of the beach.
Some trouble was experionced with the dozer tractor used by this

“Rerewed ’
Deo “SEP 5 1947 t

blacks ReadLasteeleetes
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The total work accomplished to date on this project follows:

Cleared 41.9 miles
Stripped 3546 "
Graded 26 8 "
Surfaced 17.7 "
Surveys 16.0 " ( this year.)

Anchorage Ro0adse

The Anchorage roads have been maintained with patrols end are in good
condition.

A small washout on the KFlD road was repaired

Anchoraze-Palmer Road.

Maintenance was performed vith patrols, spot surfacing »nlaced and brush cut
by hand and by dozer.
Clay was hauled from Palmer to the Marsh homestead, in mile 46, covering

an area where pole corduroy, which was continually coming to the surfacs, was
removede
§ stretch of road betwagn the Zklutna Sridge and the railroad crossing near

the Anchorage rower station, was scarified and considerable oversize rocks
thrown off the road. Clay haulec on this section and some fine material
ona part of the road as an experiment towards improving the surface,

Farm_Roe )
Some additional surfacing was placed upon this road during the month, covering
0.4 miles.
The work accomplished on the two farm projects at Pulmer to dats follows:

Cleared 308 miles ’

Stripped 3.8 "
Graded 28 " .

Surfaced 1.4 "

Bagle River Revisione

The grading on this project is completed as far as practicable until the
bridge across aagle River is constructed.
The grading is 95:3 completed.

Peters Creek Revision.

A good start has been made on this line change. have been started on
both ends, the creek water diverted to a new channel, and the connection
at tha Anchorage end stripoed and ocartlv graded.
Carryall scaravers from Sagle will be moved to this job in a Taw dayse
It is estimated that the grading on this project is 20% completed.

1.(Clark r

3—
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Anchorage-Potter

Fairly good progress is being made on this job. Most of tha work accomplished
during the month being the continuation of tha gravelling, laying of corduroy,
installing culverts and completing the grading started last monthe
The work done during the month follows:

Cleared 0.5 miles
Stripved . c.3=C# .

Corduroyed, 10 ft wide 8200. lin feet
Graveliinzg, placed 8920. cu yds
Culverts, installed ,

be
Graded 0.4 miles

At the end of the month there was a gav of one half mile to cennect the
gravelled surface with thy existing road at Camptall Creek.

The road cesing pushed thro to connect with the Anchorage system of roads
is narrow, it is settling considerably during rains, and mich more work will
be required vefore tne road will be brought up to the standard of other roads
in this vicinity.

when a mile of road is reported as being gravelled, this aonplies to a low
standard road and is not intended as » renort on a finished read.
Gravalling is aplied ts both grading and surfacing. ,

The work accomolished to date follows:

Cleared 5.8 miles
Stripped
Sraded 2.2

with grader 0.4 miles
with shovel and trucks 1.8 ”

Surfaced 1.4 +"

Cantwell.

Due to difficulties in keeping the survey craw moved and supzlies frisaghted,
it was decided to work from the Cantwell end, revising the line already located
and investigating the vossibilities of finding tho best route to continue
the road to icinley Fark.

A reconnaissance trip sas made over the head of ‘indy Creek dowm Riley Creek
wners a crossing was made in the vicinity of the railroad bridge. Miller
reports that the route as feasible and that a very good location could be
worked oute-
Five miles of preliminary line was run on the right limit of Jack Aiver,

with the intention of crossing this stream below the present bridgesita.

Mr Been, in convarsation with Ghiglione regarding the Fark connection, stated
that as far as he was concerned he would prefer the location to follow the
Nenana River than “indy Creake
According to the map the railroad route would be about 8 miles shorter than

the ‘iindy route.
Two quanset huts are being erected at Cantwell station, for quarters and for
varehouse purposes.
Tho items of work accomplished follows: ;

Surveyud, located line 5 miles
~4e



Dillingham,

The chief work at Dillingham during the month consisted of repairs to the
Scandinavian Creek bridge.

Lumber arrived at Dillingham this summer, but we were short 70 stringers out of
100 ordered, so will have to mit finishing other oridges. Unless Larson is able
to get timber locally he will cave to cut down on the number qf stringers on the
Scandinavian bridge. So far we have had no report as to what action he has taken.

Kodi ek.

aintenance has been performed upon the base road, and improvements made to the
Lission rocc, coreistias of widening and surfacing.

Some miildings vhich were edandoned by tne Army at the aid of the Anton Larson
Bay road are being moved to our derot in town.

A request has been made oy the Army for us to make revairs to tne Chinisk Cane
road, and for us to take over the maintenance of this road in the future.

Homer.

he mainfork done at domer during the month consisted of grading 1/2 mile of road
and sandifig 2-3/4, miles on the :iemond -tidge road, and gravelling 1/2 mile of road
on coth roads leading to tne uoner oench,.

Taere remains 600 feet of swamo to be corduroyed and covered to complete the
connection of tne Uiamond <idse road and the new main road.

No further work was done on the rad to the Hest, on the lower oench.

Glenn Htschway.

Maintenance was performed upon this route, which is in good condition.
1

A start was made cutting brush near Kings iiver, but wet weather kert the crew
busy on other work.

In several places the river is encroaching on the road, altho not enough to cause
hazard.

:

Takotna.

Maintenance was verformed upon the locel reads, ditches cleaned out, bridges
repaired and soft places surfaced.

The bridges across the Tataline liver and Gaines Creek were nainted, and part of
the Takotna bridge painted.

Arrangements were made to convert an old tuilding, size 16 ft by 20 ft used as a

warehouse, into a garage, and to ovuild a leanto on to it for a parts room.

It is propsed to transfer Bayless to the maintenance camp at siile &8, on the
re 3 TrlGlenn iiighway at the end of the seasons work and send another man to Takotna next seasc
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Flat.
Maintenance was verformed upon the local roads, which are in good condition.

‘Beams and lumber for the Otter Creek bridge were shinned from Anchorage near
the end of the month. r

i

Flat Creek Airfield.
A start was made widening this field to a width of 150 feet, »rush was cut and

some deep dredge vonds filled. One of the local miners, Pete iiscovich, gave us
the use of a D-8 tractor for three days, without charge, for this work.

Some further levelling will have to be done, and fine material hauled for
surfacing.

Medfra.

The status of this work is uncertain. A tractor used at the mine to fumish power
broke dowm, and the tractor we were using had to be teken to the mine.

Parts laying around here for a week waiting for Clint ‘-inans were finally shioned
by Alaska Airlines. whether they moved out of hicGrath is not tmowm.

If parts did not errive end Veeck ran out of work,hne will vrobably return oromotly.

General.

Our offices were moved from the railroad yards to the ‘iest Penthouse of the
Federal building on a),gust 3rd, making a big improvement as far as the vusiness
and force is concerned.

The ACS has been very heloful, installing a telephone connection with their
switchooard at a time when the city onerstors were on strike, and saving their men
install our wireless teleonone, vhich is underway at this time.

We have no word as to voats and Cuningham returning to wrk. Coats seems to be
getting elong ouite well--nrobably while he is resting up at nome—-out I doubt
whether Cuningham will cone back, ‘hile he seems to oe getting along tairly well
at time other times he is not so good. He is cetting along in years and does not
pick up like a younger man.

x

Specifications for the depot were sent to Juneau on the ljth of August.

General Steese left for Fairbanks by plene late in July.
The weather has been gererally favorable for construction work during the month,

with occasional heavy rains,

There are no surplus men available for most clasees of labor. Repeated calls to
the enployment office fail to vet results, with the excention af truck drivers.

LIEMe. CG, wannnds;——

Supintindent



U. S. DEPARTKENT OF THE INTE2TOR
ALASKA ROAD COLLMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

August 11, 1947 ry.

Ike P. Taylor,
Chief EFngineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:
The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of July is

as follows:

Mountain Roads. 35~A

Very little work was done on the mountain roads during the month, apart from
repairing a bridge on the Archangel road, revairing the bridge across Reed Creek,
on the Gold mint road, and doing some wrk on this road so that cars could travel
over, Interested miners cooperated on this project.

The bridge across Craigie Creek, near the Lucky Shot Mine, was redecked during
the month. te

Edlund Road Sxtension, 35-J \
Ww

3/t, mile of new road was grubbed and stripped 60 feet wide from the Knik road
and timbers hauled to Cottonwood Creek to construct the bridge.

Palmer Roads.

These roads were maintained during the month, and are in good condition.

LicKinley Park toads.

Maintenance was performed upon the roads, ditches cleaned out and some brush
removed,

Two shovels were in overation, cleaning up slides and ditches, and surfacing.

The warehouse from East Fork was removed to Toklat during the month.

Talkeetna.

Maintenance is being performed upon this route, anda short stretch of road
was opened up along Peters Creek.

The new road down Long Creek was completed.

Cache Creek Airnort.
Maintenance was performed upon this field duwing the month. Two sausages
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Cache Creek Airport - continued

were Constructed for riprap, large rocks removed and the surface smoothed.

Peters Creek Airport,

The surface of this field was smoothed up and ruts levelled leaving it in
good condition.

Russian River~Homer.

The work accomplished on the Moose Pass end is as follows:

Graded. complete 26 feet wide 2.8 miles

~ including
moved with carryall scrapers 60521 cu yds

shovel and trucks 9026 +"

" dozers. est 56000 " ‘

Corduroyed, 12 feet wide 450. lin feet
Cleared and strisved, 80 ft wide 2.5 miles
Rock work, excavated 6424. cu yds

feet of holes drilled 5045
Helped move end load 12 quonset huts for Anchorage amd 2 for Cantwell,

together with 3000 ft lumber for sckinley Park.
Three quonset huts, 5000 BL ft lumber, together with windows, doors, benches,

etc, were moved into tne ANU storage at Seward.

Kenai End:

The work on this end consisted of repairing equipment and opening up the
Tote road rowards hidden Creek.

Considerable time was lost with both crews, Hidden Creek and Kenai, fighting
fire on our own and cooperating with the Army who used equipment furnished by the
Alaska Road Commission.

Homer Ends
;

Good progress has been made on the Homer end, the main fills have been
completed and grubbding and stripping is in progress.

The equipment from Haines arrived and is in use.

Surveys:
| 7 \ aft

A line has been located from Kasilof North to within about;/3 Wiles of the
Kenai River.

The camp is now established at Clam Gulch, about 13 miles below the mouth of
the Kasilof River.

2-1/2 miles of line has been located, and 2 miles of preliminary line run
from this camp towards the Kasilof River,



Lowell Point Project,
This project has been completed.

Anchorage Roads.

These roads have been maintained in good condition during the month.

Anchorare-Palmer road.
e

Maintenance has been performed upon this route, with some low places being
raised and brush cut along the road,

Corduroy near the Marsh homestead, in mile 46, was taken out.

Eagie River Revision.

With the arrival of the four new International tractors, the work on this
change is making much better progress.

The whole location, where level, has been grubbed and stripped, and it is
estimated that the carryall work will be completed as far as practicable by the
middle of Aygust.

This work is about 60% completed.

Peters Creek.

_

Work was also started on this change from both ends, this work is approxti-
mately6 % completed.

Clark Road. (Farm Road)

600 yds of gravel was hauled to the Clark zoad from the bed of the Natanuska
River during low stage of water. “iore gravel will ‘be required later but this
leaves this road in fairly good condition.

A home for children, formerly located at Valdez, is being constructed on this
road, and it will have to oe put in shape so that school busees will be able to
operate during the winter months.

Eklutna Tail Race.

An "Elephant hut", 10 foot diameter, was installed in this strean and a fill
made replacing the 64 feet pile bridge which was censtructed in 1936.

180 cubic yards of rock was hauled for riprap to protect the toe of the fill.
So far this culvert seens to work very satisfactorily, and the replacement of

the bridge removes a bad hazard.

Knik River

The glacier broke on July 26th this year, reaching the high of 15 feet 5 inches
on August lst.



Knik River - continued

Considerable drift piled up against the trestle, requiring one box of
dynamiteto loosen it up.

Anchorage-Potter Road.

Fairly good progress is being made on this nroject, a narrow road is being
surfaced aamenmeptemuetensd from a gravel pit three giles south to connect with
the end of the existing road at Uampbell Creek. ;

The work accomplished during the month is as follows:

Corduroyed 10 feet 6700 lin feet
Gravelling, placed 5100 Cu yds
Culverts, installed (21" by 30 ft.) 26
Stripped 60 feet wide 2. miles

The status of the work at the end of the month was as follows:

Cleared, Grubbed, Strinped 60 feet wide 3. miles
Graded 3/4 mile - 40% .3 miles
Gravelled 1.75 miles

It is estimated that the road will be connected early in Seotember.

Cantwell.

A start was made towards getting a survey party on the ground to work on th
survey from Cantwell towards the tichardson Highway. No maintenance has been done
on this route since 1935, and it was in very poor condition. Sidehill areas were all
sluffed in, with the exception of the pridge across Seattle Creek, which was alright
except for being undermined on voth ends, and eroded in places. All of the other
native bridges and culverts were either broken down or washed away.

Before the survey crew can get to the end of iicDonalds survey a lot of work
will hav@ to be done so that supplies can be moved.

It is planned to send ifackey dom to Cantwell to put in narrow culverts, cordu-
roy wet places, repair bridges, place some gravel, and take care of freighting
operations, leaving the surveyors free to get ahead and start work.

One HD seven tractor with dozer, one “K tractor, one dump truck and one six by
six truck (belonging to the Alaska iailroad) is in use on this project.

It is planned to send a boat, with outboard motor, up from Kenai, to be used
for freighting on the Nenana River and to be available for crossing the Susitna
River when they reach this point.

By using the boat on the Nenana River (from 20 mile to Brushkana Creek) and
the truck out as far fran Cantwell as possible, it will save a tractor from making
the trip.



Dillingham

Maintenance is again being performed upon the road, after the period when
the men were engaged in fishing. ‘

Colorado.

The work on this route was completed early in the month.
s

The bolts on the 100 ft span across the West Fork were tightened up.

A channel was dozed 250 feet long, average width 50 feet to divert water into
channel and away from the eid of the bridge.

One 36" culvert eat the forks on the coal branch road was replaced with a 4 ft
by 7 ft wood culvert.

A diversion channel was orened up on the left limit of the Middle Fork to keep
the stream from encroaching on the road..

Kodiak.

Maintenance and imorovements is ceing verformed upon this route. The widening
of the road to the dase has been completed nd guard rail erected.

Glenn Highway.

Maintenance was performed upon this route, which is in good condition.

A small amount of erosion has taken place curing the month. The drum riprap
near Kings River had to be reinforced, and some cutting was done near Chickaloon.

Takotna,

Maintenance was performed unon the local roads, vhich are in fair condition.
The first boat of the season arrived during the month, and were freighted to the
mining camps.

Flat,
Brush was cu6 along the roads, ditches cleaned out vith grader, and 560 cubic

yards of gravel nauled, principally on the road between Iditerod and Flat.
So far the beams for the Otter Creek bridge has not arrived.

Medfra.

Foreman Veeck is at Medfra repairing the road. It is expected that the work
will be completed as far as funds permit about the middle of August.

General.

Many people still coming to this area from the States, and settling along the
‘roads wherever they can find a'place to sit down, particularly on the Anchorage-
Palmer road between Eagle ‘iver and Mile 24.

-5-
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General. - continued

The weather has been dry the greater cart of the month, favorable for
construction activity, altho some days were rainy.

There is still a scarcity of good men, except truckdrivers.

iy Cc.
enSuperi
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U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S :

ALASKA ROAD COiMxISSION
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

July 3, 1947

Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission J
Juneau, Alaska . Va

Dear Sir: -

The situation report for the month of June is as follows:

Mountain Roads

Some snow removal work was done during the month, the road to the Gold Chord
Mine, on the Little Susitna watershed, and the kilo Kelly siine on the ‘/illow Creek
slope, were opened up.

The road over the Hatcher Pass was opened up on June 13th.

Palmer Roads

The roads in the valley were maintained during the month, and are in good
condition.

KcKinley Park

A small crew is engaged at the Park maintaining the road. It is planned to
erect a tent garage near the site of the old garage to tdke care of repairing
equipment this summer.

A D-8 tractor was shipped from the Park to Fairbanks during the month.

The road was graded to the Park boundary, spot gravelled and regraded to ilile
17. The side road around Park headquarters was gravelled.

The unsightly remanents of the fire at the depot was cleaned up, leaving the
place presentable looking.

Edlund Road Extension
and

Apart from scouting around to find a sutiable route,/the cutting of corduroy
cover 200 lin feet, no work was done on this pro ject during the month.

‘hen the Clark road is completed the crew will move dovm to work on this
connection.

Talkeetna

A small crew under foreman ifulvaney left Anchorage on June 3rd, to work in
this vicinity.

No report has been received regarding the work done. The mail service is very
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Talkeetna - continued

erratic and uncertain, depending to a great extent upon travellers passing by.

Russian River-Homer

Moose Pass

A fire of undermined origin caused considerable damage to the country between
Moose Pass and Kenai during the month, causing loss of tent buildings, one truck
and one pickup, considerable parts for repairing equipment, construction materials,
including 8 tons of dynamite, and some personal losses amongst employees.

A great deal of time was lost fighting fire and trying to prevent it fran
spreading, mostly viithout avail.

The work accomplished at this end follows:

Rock Drilled 4,000 feet
Rock Blasted 1600 cu. yds.
Corduroy laid, 12 feet wide 700 lin feet
Cleared, by nand, 60 feet wide 800 lin feet
Stripped, 60 feet wide 5300 lin feet
Graded, 25 feet wide, comvleted 1.5 miles
Graded, 26 feet wide, 50% completed 1. mile

One pickup truck was shipped to Noose Pass from Anchorage.

A wireless telepnone was installed at the Hidden Creek camp. It is now working
fairly satisfactory. Our present office in the railroad yards, with equinment and

. high voltage lines, is not ideal for radio reception but on the average we manage
to carry on conversations which facilitate our opnerations.

Kenai end

The wrk at the Kenai end consisted chiefly of repairs to equipment, working on
the tote road, unloading of materials, including steel for tne Kenai River bridge,
and fighting fire.

Four D-8 tractors, five trucks, a motor grader and one pickup were moved over
the Tote road to the crews at Nioose Pass, arriving there on July lst.

Two tractors, one four-by-four truck, camp equipment and supplies were shipped
to Kasilof for use of the survey party, by barge.

Homer

Four D-8 tractors have been operating, two with carryalls part of the time,
working on four large fills.

Fill No. 1 is 80% complete
Fill No. 2 is 60% "
Fill No. 3 is 3 "
Fill No. 4 is 25% 1

226 lin feet of 24" culvert nas been installed in Fill No. 1, and 120 lin feet
of 15" culvert in Fill No. 4.

-2-+



Homer = continued

Fairly good progress is being made, a great improvement over last years work.

Surveys

A crew under Kent Fuller is engaged in surveying the route between Kenai and
Kasilof. It is believed that 8 miles of located line has been run.

Hatchett is engaged with the iioose Pass crews, lining up the rock and other
work akead of the construction crew,

Lovell Point Project
Good progress has been made on this wrk--it is expected that it will be

completed by July 15th.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchorage roads have been maintained in fairly good condition.

Considerable work has been performed upon bridges in the vicinity of Anchorage.
Several of the bridges over the years have been getting into 2 bad state of dis-
repair, finally getting to a point where tney were dangerous and something had to
be done.

A bent was placed under the Chester Creek bridge, on the Spenard road.

The dutment of the bridge across Snio Creek,on the Fourth Avenue toad was
planked up and a hole under the black top filled with gravel. Traffic was carried
by the blacktop until it failed and a hole appeared.

The Bents of the Snip Breek bridge, in the railroad yards, were blocked up so
that the caps rested on the piling, and the piling braced so that they supported
the cans,

The Peters Creek bridge, on the Palmer road, was raised and timbers vhich had
failed replaced, leaving tnis bridge in good condition.

The bridge across the tail race, the filling of which was delayed waiting for
elephant huts to be freighted from Kenai, was braced up amd gravel hauled at the
ends of both abutmamts, removing the hazard of this bridge breaking down.

The caps of the Goat Creek bridge were braced to prevent further movement.

A bent was placed under the bridge across Campbell dreek, at the end of the
Lake Otis road, to permit settlers to the South to connect with the Anchorage
system of roads, and permit light equipment to cross the bridge. Running planks
were also placed on the bridge.

,

Large convoys are frequently going over the roads to Fairbanks, loads frequent-
ly reach 20 tons, some heavier. The lack of lumber has held back repairs for some

years, vhich makes a bad situation, particularly in view of increased and heavier
traffic.

-3-
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Anchoraze Depot

Plans for the new Depot and estimates are about completed. A seperateletter is being forwarded on this subject.

Anchorage Palmer road

The main work done on this route consiste of the line change at Eagle River
where a canp was established early in the month.

Two small carryall tractors, with D-7 tractors, end one D-7 with dozer, have
been engaged on this york. Considerable time was lost waiting for rarts to
repair tractors. One carryall was used fixing up the tractor road to our camp
at Potter Creek and also in eli-tinating a frost nazard on the Fourth Avenue road
in readiness for blacktonping.

8500 cubic yards was moved by carryalls, the road opened up on the left limit
so that trucks could travel to camp, and a temporary road constructed fran Eagle
River bridge to camp, woich is located near the location on the river bottom.

tHth the arrival of the four new tractors, it is hoped to gake a better
showing on this project. .

Some brush was cleared off the side of road in the vicinity of Kile 24, with
the small D-4 tractor, end a gravel trap constructed near the Power Plam, where
material is available for filling the tail race.

Considerable work was done on the Clark road, in the vicinity of the Latanuska
bridge, as follows:

Cleared and stripved, 60 feet wide 2.75 miles
Graded, 18 ft top 2.25 miles
Corduroyed, 13 ft wide . 320. lin feet
Gravelled. None placed.
Culverts installed 56 feet of 21"
Gulverts installed 71 feet of 18"

Knik River Bridge

We have not been able to get any more lumber for decking the Knik River bridge.
Chiefly on account of forest fires destroying timber,

Fourth Avenue Road

Considerable work was performed upon this road, eliminating a section which
contained clay fF eohe fn bump to appear in the road during the winter months.

A railroad hoe was used on this job. A ditch which drained a lake was excavated
to a depth of six feet, and the material in the road in the vicinity excavated and
replaced with gravel. :

A stratum of clay crossed the road at this point, preventing the free flow of
_ drainage water which froze during the winter months, when surface drainage closed
UPe
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Medfra

"It is planned to complete the gravelling of this road during July, when the
Culver tractor will be available for this work.

It is expected that this work will be started about July 8th, after the
holidays. ‘

Ed Ueeck is being sent over to take charge of this work.

Dillingham

Maintenance was verformed upon the roads in this vicinity, which are in good
. condition. ,

Anchorare-Potter

The work on this project is well under way. The tractor road from Campbell
airport has been nut in shape so that it can be travelled by cars.

The Speeder shovel was hauled to the location on a trailer borrowed from the
Alaska Railroad, and trucks and other equipment moved ove# this road. There was
no siding on the Alaska Aailroad in the vicinity, and this was the logical way to
move our equipment. '

The crew is camped near mile 105.5 on the Alaska cailroad, boarding at one of
the settlers. .

The road has been stripped fran sta. 265, vhere our gravel vit is located to
sta. 327, at Faroe vreek, and a road dozed out down to Little raobit Creek, sta.
473, which trucks can travel over, oermitting settlers in this area to connect
with the road systen and travel to Anchorage.

The road has been surfaced 16 feet wide from sta. 230 to sta. 265, crossing
the first swamp, and the swamp at Faroe Creek covered.

The items of work accomplished follows:

Cleared, grubbed and stripped, 60 ft wide 1.2 miles
Graded none.
Gravelled, 16 feet vide 67 ="

Tractor road, in shape for trucks--good weather 5. miles

Colorado

A small crew of 5 men are engaged in maintenance work at Colorado. It is
expected that this work will be finished about July 7th, when foreman Ueeck will
.go to liedfra.

Kodiak

The work at Kodiak is getting along well, the main road to the base has been
widened. Apart from stringing cable, the guard rail along the road to tne base
has been completed.
.

-~5-
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Kodiak - continued

Gravel was hauled to the Mission road, and three culverts installed.
The Navy has been very co-operative in furnishing equipment for widening

the road and loading trucks.

The Army ivas tentatively enquiring regarding the possibility of the Alaska
Road Commission maintaining some of their roads outside the Navy reserve on a
reimbursement basis. I informed them that we would be glad to do this work
provided that we were able to get equipment.

Glem Highway

The Glenn dighway has been maintained and is in good condition. Heavy
rains in the vicinity of Long Lake caused several small road and mud slides
during the month.

Takotna

The roads in the Tekotna area have been maintained, and ere in better
condition than they have been for some years at this time.

Bayless has made an informal arrangement with the ovmers of a sayvmill for
us to get lumber. The bridges are all in very poor condition and lumber is
needed oadly to repair then.

Ye is also in hoves of getting seme lumber for the construction of a garage
but it is doubtful whether we can get sufficient for this purpose.

Flat

Maintenance is being verformed at Flat, and the roads are in good condition.
As soon as the steel beams arrive at Flat the bridge across Otter Creek will be
replaced. It is planned to send Liackey over to do this work.

General

The weather generally has been dry and hot, favorable for construction
activities, but bad for forest fires, particularly in the Kenai area.

Jack Coats is recovering rapidly, his condition is very encourageing, and it
is now expected that he will be able to return to vork before too long.

Mr. Cuningham has been under the weather the past few days, in the hospital.
It looked bad for him for awnile, but he has had two blood transfusions and is
now much better. It is hoped he will be able to returnin a week or ten days.

There are lots of new people coming to this vicinity, and there is a surplus
of most kinds of labor, except grader men.

Mr. Sterling left for Juneau on the 20th. He has been in poor physical shape
all summer and used good judgnent in taking to correct his condition.

boeA,2S.
Seoevintenteen.



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMEISSION Vy

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA con WWino»
June 6, 1947 oyMr, Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engineer

.

AAlaska road Commission JA easJuneau, Alaska vy ony gd
Dear Sirs : /
The situation report for the month of May is as follows:

Mountain Roads iy
Maintenance was started on the mountain roads during the month, with ditches and 4 47
culverts being opened up, and water drained away from the roads. oh, /
The road to the Habel and the Snowbird mines, on the Archangel branch, was plowed
out during the month, on a cooperative basis with miners interested.

The road to the Gold Chord mine and the one leading to liillow Creek, will be
opened up early in June, on the same basis.

Palmer-Wasilla Road ‘

The road from the Four Corners to the crossing of lasilla Creek, was raised one
foot by gravel haul, to get away from ice conditions during the winter and spring.

Wasilla—atanuska Road

N
Y,
ZO

‘A new gravel trap was constructed on this route, and the branch road raised in
a low place in section 18, to eliminate glacial conditions which caused hazards
during the winter months.

McKinley Park

A small crew was engaged in overhauling equipment, maintaining the road and
plowing snow, opening up the road to the Kantishna during the month.

A fire destroyed the A&C garage and blacksmith shop on tay 23rd. iihile a few
small tools were saved, everything else was a total loss.

The mechanics kept busy working on the road with the maintenance crew for the time
being until such time as plans are formulated to suit changed conditions.

Talkeetna

A small crew of five will be leaving Anchorage on June
ard

to take care of the
maintenance on the Talkeetna roads.

‘ It was intended starting a week earlier, but due to the ferryman being out of
tovm we had to wait a week for him to return.



P
The main work done at the Moose Pass end consisted of getting organized for
repairing equipment, erecting a garage, maintaining the road and starting up
a rock crew.

328 lin feet of holes were drilled, 75 feet of corduroy laid, 12 feet wide and
75 feet of 18 inch culvert installed.
The main work done at Kenai consisted of overhauling equipment, three tractors
were dismantled and vartly overhauled.

Two barge loads of lumber were unloaded, and a floor put in the blacksmith shop.

A man was sent to Kenai to reolace Ben Peterson in taking charge of the overhaul
work, and Foreman Teague was emoloyed as a foreman in opening up and putting the
tote road in condition for summer travel.

On the Homer end the main work consisted of grubbing and strivoping one mile of
road, and making a fill with dozers. Two D-8 tractors were engaged in this work,
and it is expected that a third one will be in shape about June 2nd.

A meat house was built and a platform constructed for handling diesel oil. The
Creuger clearing contract has been completed, and wuchers are being prepared
so that payment may ve made for the vork,.

Surveys

A survey crew, under Kent Fuller, is engaged in surveying a location between
Kenai and Kasilof, and the crossing of the Kasilof River. Five miles of line
was located during the month.

Lowell Point Buildings

It is planned to start dismantling these buildings early in June, getting a local
man, Halcolm, to do this work.

Anchorage Roads

The Ajchorage roads have been maintained, and some surfacing placed to take care
of soft places which developed during the breakup.

Anchorage Dexot

Plans for the new depot are nearly canpleted, waiting for Van Zanten to get some
levels of the proposed site, so that foundations and sewage disposal can be
figured on.

According to reports, we should be able to move into the Federal Building some
time in June.

Anchorage-Palmer Road

Considerable soft places developed between Eagle River and Peters Creek during
the month requiring surfacing.

A start was made opening up the proposed revision at Eagle River, The entire

-~2-
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Anchorage-Palmer Road = cont'd

line was cleared and stripped.
.

A camp will be erected at Zagle River early in June.
|

» Eklutna Tail Race

It is planned to install an "Elephant Hut" to reolace the present bridge across
the stream at Eklutna and fill up the opening, This work will be done early in
Jyne. ’

‘Knik Bridge

The portal brace on the left limit of the Knik Bridge was danaged during the
m.nth by a freighter taking equipment across the bridge.

The openings between the running planks are being closed, planks being obtained
when ever available, from a local sawmill.

Dillingham

A new arrangement is being tried out at Dillingham this summer, keeping the local
man, Larson, on as foreman instead of sending a man from Anchorage.

Larson will be off fishing for about three weeks, but it is not anticipated that
any particular damage will occur during this period, and if it does, Larson will
be available to take care of any emergency.

Kodiak

The work at Kodiak is progressing very satisfactorily. Stover nas been able to
obtain the use of Navy equinment, including a 22B snovel, for sloning the banks
of the rock cuts, and for gravelling. A compressor and Jackhanmmer was also used
for makings holes for posts for guard rail.
The Galion grader ourchased fran Surplus is in good shape and working very satis-
factorily. Local mechanics seem to have a prejudice against the Galion machines
which is not bases upon Bacts.

Anchorage-Potter

A couple of men have been working stripping and grubbing the Potter road also
fixing up the tracter road so that we can drive to the job with cars.

A gravel pit has been stripped and work can be started on gravelling across
swamps as soon.as a shovel can be transported.

Arrangements have been made for local peophe to furnish meals, eliminating at
least tanporarily, the need for a canp for this project.

Glenn Hj ghway

With the exception of some soft places between Palmer and hoose Creek, this road
is thawed out and in good condition.



Homer

324 cu yardsof gravel was
hauled

to soft places, and 12 miles of road smoothed
up with motor grader.

Takotna

The spring wrk in the Takotna district started up on May 15th.

Flat
The work at Flat has been underway all month. Trucks have been overhauled and
the tractor will be worked over as soon as parts are freighted from Takotna.

Nedfra

Mr. Walter Culver has returned to Anchorage, and indicated that we will be able
to get the use of their tractor sanetime during the month of June, in which case
we will finish up this work and arrange to get the equipment moved back to
Takotna.

General

The weather has been very favorable during the month, and no washouts or other
mishaps has cccurred so far this month.

Jack Coats, who started to work half shifts each day, is back home now and it is
indefinite when he will return to work. .

Van Zanten has been down in the Homer area the greater vart of the month.

There is a surplus of men looking for vork this spring.
earner

Mr. Taylor visited this district at the end of the month, and sr. Charles Sterling
also visited Hawley.

After a long delay, due to shortage of funds, the
worl

is now opening up in fairly
good shape.

2 O. Sdn
Superintendent.

Co
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE ALASKA
APRIL 30th, 1947

gs ae “ NY
foe Be ‘

Wr Ike P. Taylor, Chief ingineer ‘ oo mlAlaska Road Commission SORE
Juneau, Alaska (Ww Bo Gee f\“Sy Se ed lyr
Dear Sir: /' WP
The situation report for the month of April for the Southwestern district is
as follows:

Palmer Roadse

Several soft places developed in the local roads during the month, which were
gravedled and kept open.
The road used by the slaska cailroad for hauling material for the dyke for
‘divsrting the waters of the .atanuska River away from the towm of Latanuska,
was fixdd up in good shape at the end of the month.
The weather has kept fairly cold, with snow at the end of the month, and the
run off has been very light so far.

VcKinley Parke

Mechanics have been engaged overhauling equipment during the month.
The weather has been fairly cold at the Park, and so far no work has been
done towards snow removal or opening up the road. , qf

Ko
o

Russian River= Homer Roade

Moose Passe

Soberg has moved over to Moose Pass, and is getting organised for overhauling
equipmente
Hatchett has also moved over to connect up the located lines and complete the
Surveye
Kenaie

Ben Peterson has been at Kenai the greater part of the month, taking charge of
the overhaul, which is now making much better progress, altho they seem to be

continually short of parts.

Homer.

Fairly good progress is being made with the overhaul program, altho parts present
an acute probleme
The Shelford contract has been inspected and reported completed satisfactorily.
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No report has been received about the atatus of the Crueger contracte

Surveys
Fuller has moved to Kasilof, made surveys of the Aviation field and the
site for school rurposes donated by ki Pollard.
He is now engaged in making a survey of the crossing of the Kasilof River
and has statted to locate the line towards Kenai.
For a start the survey party

are boarding at the McLane ranche
Arrangements were made with Mr Ryan, Commissioner of iducation, for us to
have the use of the Fasilof school building as long as it was not requiredfor school purposes.

Lowell Point buildings.
Due to finances, wa have been holding off on starting the dismantling of
these buildings, but will probably start about the ond of May or early
June e

Anchorage Roadse

While several soft places developed on the local roads, they have been
maintained and are in good condition,

Anchorage Devote

Arrangements have been made with the Alaska Railroad for them to make up
plans for the proposed new depote
So far no word has been received as to whether , or when, we will be able
to get quarters in the Federal building.

Anchorage-Palmer Road.

A lot of soft plaves developed in the road during the month, and considerable
. surfacing has been required to keep the road open.
Culverts were thawed during the month, and ditches kept open.
So far we have not had our usual slide in the vicinity of the Knik bridge
and it looks as tho we may get by without one this yeare

Knik Bridge.
After measuring up some of the busses, which measure 8 feet in width, and
large. trucks. it was decided better to fill in tha spaces between the run-
ways on the Knik bridge, than to put dividing timbers down the middle.
Rough lumber is being obtained from a local savmill, and the work is being
done as lumber is available.

Dillingham.
Maintenance is being parformed upon these roadse
It is planned to start up for the summer around the end of the month.

-~20
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Kodiak.

Arrangeuents were made for the Alaska Road Commission to take over the
maintenance of the roads outside the city and the Naval Reserve, during the
monthe
Arrangements were made for us to use Navy equipment until such time as we were
organised, which has been covered by separate report on this project.
Soma work was done widening with a shovel to improve visibility around curves
ditches cleaned out and some surfacing done.
A galion motor grader vas purchased from surplus and two trucks shipped dow
from Anchorage. for this project.
A local man was hired for foreman, who had previously worked for the city as
streat superintendent.

Glenn Highway.

Apart from the stretch between Sutton and the road to the Buffalo mine, where
several soft places developed, the Glenn highway is in good condition, with
snow gone off the road, and culverts all opened upe

The maintenance man at mile 115 was moved dom to Long Lake, and this camp
closede

Local people are developing a gypsum ceposit near the Sheep mountain Inn, and
are very optimistic about making a go of the businesso

Takotna.

Bayless has been working on saquipment and opening up roads.
It is expected that he will start the summers operations around the middle
of May.

Flat.

Two men went ovar to Flat on the 15th of the month, to take care of equipment
and the run off.
One of the men is married, and his wife is going to cook, without charge for
the crew during the summer, getting away from the deplorable conditions of the
past two summerse

Medfrae

No plans have been made about finishing up the Medfra job, as I have been waiting
to hear whather the Culver tractor will be available.
As long as funds are short it is as well to postpone the work for a month or so.

General.

Grammer left for Fairbanks on the 28th, and O'Malley, who replaced Van Zanten
was taken up to Tok on the 30th, with baggage and squipment.
In view of the local work it is planned to keep Van Zanten in this area, as he
is familiar with the engineering details of the construction work to be under~
takon in this areae
Jack Coats is convalescing at home, gatting along alright, but recovering slowly.
Many families coming in over the highway, and iots of men looking for work
Vado hotel reservation for LEE #> mw
Hawley for the 5the Me

Cotdanthds;
Sup't



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE ALASKA
MARCH 31st, 1947

Mr Ike P. Taylor, Chief =Ingineer ; J
Alaska Road Commission
duneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of Februsrry~
is as follows:

Palmer Roadse

The roads in the valley have been maintained during the month, with cinders and
gravel being hauled slippery places and soft spotd.

Tne Alaska Railroad have started to put in a dyke to divert tha waters of the
Vataniska river from the old tow of Matanuska, and have been hauling & lot of
shoet piling and construction materials over the roads, cutting them up quite
a little.

Snow is practically gone from all the main roads, and graders are maintaining
the roads just the same as in the summer timo.

"b
n
/o
e

UcRinley Park

Hosler left for the Park on March 25th, witha cook and three mechanics, to
start overhauling equipment and be on hand to take cara of the road when water
starts running.

Talkeetna.

The dump truck which was shipped to Talkeetna was freighted across the river
during the monthe

Homer- Russian River Roade

Homer. Overhaul progressing, shipment of parts and supplies from the
States was transhipped from Seldovia.
The Supplies for Kenai was loaded on a barge for shipment which
left Homer about the end of the month, but according to late reports
engine trouble developed and the barge was stalled at Seldovia, and
may have to wait for engine parts from tha statedse
Miscellananeous finishing work was done in the mess house and
Garagec .

Clearing contracts: Shelford 85% completed
Cruger 30%

"

ang
Bary 19g
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lio.0398 Passe

Frank Johjdon picking up freight and keeping read passable. Latest reports
indicate that roads are nowdrying up and fairly good shape excapt for a few
bad holese
Garage at Steele's camp has been blown dowm and must be rebuilt; consider
it best to erect it at Hidden Craeke

Kenaie

Overhaul progressing. Several trips have been made to bring in
broken down

equipment from he road,
It has been impossible to move survey equipment across the Kenai River due
to thin ice, and it looks ag tho it would be advisable to opverate the survey
party from Kasilof, on account of the construction of the bridge acresg the
river being delayed.
Cook Inlet boats can run up the Kasilof River as far as Bergars wharf, and
we should have no difficulty in landing equipment and keeping the party
supplied..

The tote road has been very soft in places and whetherwe will be able to
do much good freighting is questionable. Soberg is now mking a trip thro
to Moose Pass to pick up freight and take broken dow equipment to Kenai

There was 15 " of snow on the ground at Kenai at the end of the month but
the ground from Botenike zast.

Soberg was in Anchorage about threer weeks during the month; ha intended
being here for about w week but had an attack of dysentery and was in the
hospital and under a doctors cara for some timee

Fullor.

Map of Kenai River Crossing fast. 26 miles of line and topography
isss atationing, done in ink.
One mile line and topography in pencil
27 miles of profile finished- in inke

Kenai Spur road. 10.5 miles of center line and section kina ties
completed and inked- This date furnished local land office.
Topography 25% completed
Profile completed.

Homer ende No map work done; notes are being reduced and re calculated.

It is tentatively planned to have Fuller and Hatchett, if the snow is pff
sufficantly, start some reconnaissance workaround the middle of April, and
if funds permit, start a survey party out around the first of May.

Apart from this, and putting on a faw mechanics to work on equipment, we are
not making any plans to start any rock or construction crews until late May
or @arly June, on account of shortage of fundse
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Amchorage Roads.

The Anchorage roads have been maintained in fairly good condition during the
month, Considerable snow has disappeared and some of the main roads were
fall of chuck holes for a few dayse Cold nights have helped keep water dom and
the roads seom to be coming out in good shapes

Anchorage Palmer Roade

The Anchorage Palmer road is in good condition, cinders were hauled to
slippery placea, culverts thawed out and ica picked off the road during the monte

. So far our snow slide has not cone dom this year. ( mile 38)

Dillinghan.
Naintenance was performed upon this.road during the monthe

Glenn Hizhway.e

Maintenance was performd upon this road during the month, most of the road between
Falmer and Caribou Creek is bare, with wind drifts in several other places.
This road is in good condition.

Takotna.

Bayless has been busy cutting wood and doing routine worke
He has been advised that we intend closing the work done in the fall, and has
requested permission to stay on there during the winter as caretaker. It is assumed
there would be no objection to this as long as he would be willing to stay there
without being paidy altho it would entail expense for fuel if furnished by use

Generale

Mr Taylor made a trip to this district during the month. we were pleased to have
him visit us during the winter monthse
Jack Coats returned to Anchoraga the latter part of the month. We ware pleased
to sea him back, much improved and more like himself than he has been for some
considerable time. °

.

The weather has been very pleasant during the month, with warm days and cold nights
which helped the roads during the critical veriod.
Donald Brown returned from his vacation, reporting for duty on Marcn 31st.
The labor markat- there seems to be considerable men looking for work and more
coming in all the time. It is generally this way during tha winter before work
opens up, and one cannot figure too much on the same situation continuing.
The postmaster intimated that there might be a vacancy in the Federal building
for us to occupy as offices at the end of the month, but so far there has not been
any confirmation of this information.
we will be glad to get the PInteroffice" stationary when available, as this will
permit considerable saving of time and effort as against the old system.

M.C oadmunds., . Sup 't
ra



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
FEBRUARY 28th, 1947

° [ v ‘os ¥;
Mr Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer eee, vo ED;Alaska Road Commission AtORE)Juneau, Alasia iL

. .

Dear Sirs gf
The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of February
is as follows:

Palmer Roads.

Considerable glaciation occurred diring the month, with cinders being hauledto many slippery places.
Ditches were opened up and culverts thawed out when the cold weather ended
A special bus carrying boy scouts ran off the North end of the Knik Bridge,
injuring about twelve of the boys. This accident was caused by strong winds
coming from the head of the Knik river exerting considerable force against
the comparatively large area of the bus on a slippery surface.
The opening of the road to the Independence mem wes completed during the
month and the people who wre snowbound brought oute

McKinley Parke

Supplies are dribbling in to the Park, and being received by our warehousemine
While we have not yet made any definite plans, we shoulc send a few men up to
take care of the equipment and the road eround the end of March cr early in
April. ‘

me
The railroad personnel have lreéd, yaanzeenquiring about when we are going to
start in. we give them the psual angvery ‘hat wa will start up when necessary
to protect the road- that s bare had no advice as to the amount of
work contemplated “LDfy. +7Homer-R ere

There is very little to report on this project, the camp at Russian River
has been closed, with Johnson staying at Hentons, the Kenai Lodge, where fe
is boarding and where our perishable provisions and others upplies are stored
without chargee
Glaciers are very active, and Johnson is kept busy working on the roads and
receiving freight as it arrives.
Soberg is going to look= into the piling situation in a few days- we had tried
to ;et some from the Kenai cannery, but they refusedon account of the uncert=
ainty of getting others with the present shipping situatione

far Wwe

ussia
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It is planned to open up the road from Moose Pass to Kenai about the middle
of the month, to haul parts and mterials that have been accumulating for Kenai
and facilitate the getting out of piling.

Equipment is being overhauled at Homer and Kenai.
Funds allotted for this project were exhausted at the end of Februarye
The surveyors at Kenai are working on the maps, and are making fair progresse

Reports have been Ixikaringe forwarded from time to time concerning these
activities.

No report has been received regarding the actual amount of clearing done by
the two contractors, but the Shejford outfit, who are well outfitted, have been
making goed progress, but the Cruger company, who made a late start, hauling
with a team and delayed by extreme cold weather, are not waking much of a
8:.owing

Talkoetnae

A dump truck was shipped to Talkeetna during the month and moved across the
rivers

Anchorage Roads.

The anchorage roads have been maintained in good condition.

Anchorage-Palmer reads.

The Palmer road is in good condition, considerable glaciation occurred during
the cold weather requiring the opening up of culvers and ditches when the
weather changed.
So far the snowslide has not come dow near the Knik Bridge, altha it is
expected to move any day.

Knik Bridge.

The last damaged member of the span which was run into by a truck last fall
was repaired this month.

Dillingham.

Snows and wind required plowing during the month.’

Glenn Highway.

Considerable snow drifted during tha month, and glaciers were active, requiring
continuous maintenance to keep the road open for traffice

Takotna;

Bayles has been busy rustling wood, making up requisitions and cleaning up
the depot. .
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Frank Johnson, on to take care of supplies coming in and work on the road,
which is subject to glaciation.
It is planned to have him stop with Charles Lean, at Coopers landing, and

keep all perisnadls supplies there also.
Provisions have been coming in recently, ordered months ago, and we have to

have them taken care of, besides other materials and partse

It is reported that the men on the Shelford contract are raking good progress
on their clearing, out that up to the 20th of the month no work had been done
on the Cruger contract.

Overhaul work is under vay at both Homer and Kenai, altho the work at the
latter place is handicapped by tne heating plant being out of commissions

Bbinere
Light maintenance vas performed on the roads.
The cold weatner has extended to Homer, and it is reported that most water

suppliss to homesteads have dried up

Anchorage Local Roads.

The local roads ‘ave deen maintained in good condition, snow removed, and a
small wooden culvert installed on the Gov't Hill road, near the Standard Vil
company depot, where water on the flats had frozen up and started to run acrogs
the road.

Anchorage -Palmer.

Constant maintenance was required keeping ice off the road, particularly at
gagle river and several new places along the road, caused by extreme cold weather.

Snow vas removed from the roads, which are in good condition.
Nost of the time the weather was too cold to take out our thawing boiler, and work

had to be done by hand.

Dillinchem.

Heavy snows and wind required maintenance on the road during the month.

Dillingham airfield.

Some drifts were removed from this field by our forces

Glenn highway.

This road was maintained during the month, the work done consisting of picking
ice from glaciers and removing snow off the roads

Takotna.

No report has been recieved at Takotna at this timo, but Saylesshas been busy
cleaning up the mess after the fire and working on routine mttars
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Jack Coats is in the Virginia Mason hospital, in Seattle, getting built up
in good shape for a thyroid operation.
They report that he is zaining weight and getting along satisfactorily.
In conformity with other parts of the territory, we have had very vold weather
during January- it is reported that it was 35 degrees below “ero this morning,
which is said to break the low record. It has been consistently cold the
greater part of the month, and at this time tha weather bureau statas vary
little hope of its getting any warmer in the near future.

The office force is busy on routine work, cleaning up vouchers which had
accumulated during the summer, and working on data for routin® and cost
account purposes.

Donald Brotm, clerk, has requested varmission to take three weeks or one months
leave effective about March lst, when most of the work in connection with last
year should ge cleaned up, in order to visit his parents in the tast, who are not
in very good health.

Fuller was in town about one week, on account of sickness of his oldest boy, and
Claude Rogers arrived here about a week ago, to take care of somes business
matterse

This repert is sant off in order to get it to the Juneau office early, as
requested, without waiting for reports from isolated sections, possibly not
reporting some details which might be available if tne revert was delayed, altho
it is not believed anytning of importance is left out.

I did not mention in the Aussian river-Homer report that the tote road had been
blocked by snow all month. Uo to the present time we had no occasion to open it

e

I have been on jury duty this month- so far nave lost three days, but manage
to get a good lick of work done before reporting for duty.

KevVestimunds ,
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Dear Sir:

The situation report forthe Southwsetern District forthe month of December
is as follows:

Palmer Roads.

The roads in the vallev have been maintained during the month. A lot of snow
fell at difverent times. The weather vas extremely cold for an extended period
and considerable glaciation occurede

UcKinlev Parke

One warchouseman is engaged at the Park, taking care of supplies and acting as
cAaretaker.
The buildings occupied by the ACS, across the track from the Depot, were
Gestroyed by fire on December c4th.
Lines wre strung from the ARC garage so that they would have light and power
until such time as they were on their own, with light plant and generator.

HOMER= Russian River.

Apart from the completion of the tote road, which was completed on December
24th, there is very little good news to report regarding this projecte

We are able to get reports from Homer and Kenai, so can keeo in touch with
the work at these points, but it is hard to find out what is going on at Moose
Passe
Ghiglione has been planning on going dow for some time, but something or other

seems to turn up to prevent his going. He was going dowm last Monday but
at the last minute weather conditions prevented flying.
He is now planning on going dowm on January 2nd, and meet Fuller at the rock

camp , near Skilak Lake, to see that the line is located thro the heavy rock
worke

Our engineering personnel has "blown up", Wilson left for the outside around
Christmas time, O'Malley came to town for the holidays, and has not been seen
since~ he was supposed to go dow with Ghiglione on the 3Cth, to show him what
had been done, so it looks as tho we have lost the benefit of his experisnce.

“™Bentley also came in about ten days ago, he went outside for the holidays to
see his parents, claiming that his father was over 70 years old and that he
was not in very good health. -Van Zanten came in to town, as instructed, before
we had any idea of so many men leaving, and vas warrieda couple of days ago, so



-2-

he will be out.of circulation for two or three weeks.

Steele was reported in tow, altho he has not reported to the office. He told
me that he would like to be off for some time in January, as his wife vas
expecting a baby, so it is probable that he may be home in Falmer for a visit. -

Hatchett is due here on the 4th, his wife is also coming in to have a baby,
and it seems that Fuller is the only man we have left on the job.

Instructicns have been issued to reduce the crews so that we only have 40 men on
the rolls after December lst, with about 17 of these men engaged in rock worke
We have not received any report as to their progress, trains have been delayed
for many days on account of snow and ice conditions.
One of the men returning from the work on the “Tote” road states that there is
28 inches of snow on the ground, and that the tote read woulc have to be
plowed out before they could use ite

We are planning on moving Fuller over to the rock crews, at least temporarily.
until we can get Van Zanten dow there, permanently.

The work at Kenai is now dom to @ few men. The equipment was left out the road
and this will have to be brought in, and overhauled as far as practicable.
The Homer cruw is down to a few men, the parties to both clearing contracts
have been advised that their contracts have been ségned and that they are
authorised to start worke
The papers for the Cruger contract arrdvec today, but so far the ones for Shelford
have not shown upe

I hope to have more encouraging reports te forward later on, when Gil returns
from visiting the worke

Homer

Sholin made a trip tothe States and returned during the month. Light maintenance
was performed upon the roads, which are in good conditione

Anchorage Local Roads.

The roads have been maintained, curves and hills sanded, and snow removed

Anchorage -Palmere

Extended cold weather, caused a great deal of glaciation over this road, requiring
constant maintenancee
Snow was also removed, and th road generally, with the exception of a few places
where ice is s@idimg, in good condition.

GwOT Dillinghame

Maintenance was pe rformed upon this route, with some snow being plowed.
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Dillingham Airfield.
Snow was removed from this field during the month, where it had drifted in
mounds which made operations dangerouse

COLORADO»

The work on this project closed down on December Sth, when the work was completed
and the crew roturned to towne
The 100 foot span across the west fork was left is good conditione

Glenn Highway.

This road was maintained during the month. several glaciers showed up and snow
had to be removed.

Takotnae

Foreman Bayles reported that the garage and tool house at Takotna burned dow
on Decemoer Zrd, which leaves the Takotna district without a building or tools
for repairing equipment, as the tools were all destroyed.
A caterpil.ar D-6 tracter, and a welding machine was also destroyed

Geheral e

Jack Coats has been avay from the office all month resting up. He seams to be
feeling better, and is planning on leaving for the states for an cperation
as soon as the doctor states that he is in good enough condition.
we were fortunate in getting a new stenographer curing tne month, and the
general situation around the office is greatly improved.
The weather during the month has baen consistently cold, as with other parts
of tne country, with consicerable glaciation taking place on the roadse
Considerable snow fell during the end of the month, when the weatker moderatade

The boat situation has not improved very much- there are three boats tied up
in Seward at the present time on account of a jurisdictional dispute.
While several boats have left seattle, so far we have not received any advice
of our urgent needs being supplied, such as prestone 3 oxygen and acetylene.

The office force has been busy on routine work, catching up with some of the
work which was delayed during the summer, and working on reports and routine
worke

—_—
OS aihede®



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGS = ALASKA
NOVEMBER 30th, 1946 :/ aeaems

7/ peo 11. 1285),
Mr Ike P. Taylor, Chief Sngineer ", Nave BOahefAlaska Road Commission , OF JesselBH
Juneau, Alaska , Na page

Dear Sir: ¥

The situation report for the Southwestarn District for the month of November a |
is as follows: —<

Palmer Roadse ~
’ “le : vf

The roads in the valley were maintained during the month, sand being hauled Oe 5to various places when thawing weather causes ice to forme eNThe road to ths Independence mine, which employs approximately 90 men, was oN
plowed out onmmDecember 14th. ms

Se YiSnow was removed on various roads, 9 miles being opened with the "“Snogo" plow ae
and 259 miles with motor patrols. .

: “
McRinley Parke a

“,
Apart from the warehouseman , the work at the Park was closad dowm on November \)

22nd, when the mechanics completed their work for the saasone
(,

: : &Homer= Russian River. XNX
&The status of the work on this project is as follows:

Moose Pass onde

The progress as of November 30thfollows:

Graded road 24 ft wide 1.5 miles 60% completed* 3.5 " 40% "
" 2.0 " 20%

"

Cleared 80 ft wide 65 "

" 40 " 0.5 "
Tote road, parmanent location 2.0 "

® temporary " oB5 =O"

Constructed temporary road 0-16 " to connect with FRA road
Rock, excavated 4180. cu yds
Gulverts installed 424 2xa. lin feet

5/ 34" by 15"
2/ 38" by 18"
2/ 34" by 24"
1/ 60* by 24”
1/ 50* by 60"

-l-
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At the time this report is being written, December 9th, crews on this end have
been reduced. Littlejohns crew is laid off and Steele's crew reduced. All work
towards ifoose Pass, on the road which trucks can travel over, is stopped, and the
work is being concentrated on getting ahead with a tote roade

The two rock crews will be moved ahead to work on the heavy rock section, with
& camp being established close to the work, It is tco cold for crews to be
travelling any distance to go to work, besides the advantage of being close to their
work so that they can look after the equipment.

Glaciers are very active in places between the two camps, and considerable
maintenance is required to keep the road safe for traffic.

Kenai ende

The work done during the month is as follows:

Bridges.
Built

bridge
across Beaver Creek, 20 ft wide and 32 ft long.

Moose Creek 20 ” 146 *
80% completed

( includes erecting piledriver, cutting and hauling fifty piling,
hauling stringers and decking from Kenai to Moose River, by tractor
and go-davil, a distance of 25 miles.)

Stripped » 30 feet wide 6 miles
Graded with dozer, 14 ft wide for tote road 8 * 15% graded
Moved with carryall scrapers 17686 cu yds
( 1/2 mile of road constructed, 24 ft wide 75% completed

Unloaded avproximately 190,000 ft of bridge lumber.
Srected office building 20' by 20°
Constructed sewer line and built cess pit at Kenai Depot
( sewer line 140 ft long and casspit 20' x 30' x 6°)

The bridge crew was laid off and the getting out of piling stopped.
Ghiglione will be going down to Kenai on December 10th, to see about further —

reductions in the crewse

Homer.

The work on the Homer end was completed about the middle of the month,
and the crow reducad to 6 men, as instructed.

Cleared on the Homer end 4800 ft
" from Diamond Creek 1700 *

Graded with carryalls 75 miles
Gravelled, 14 ft wida 5 *

The dozers moved a lot of yardage into the large fill at station 6091 ,
6080 and 6077, these three fills being 35% completed.

Carpenter work was completed on the blacksmith shop and is underway on
the garagee

The mess is closed.

ta
pe
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Anchorage Local Roads. foo 1./ Gov to fr.. OTe LAE,

The local roads have been maintained, and are in good condition.' “
Anchorage-Fottere

A small bridge was constructed across Campbell Creek, to permit settlers to
make use of winter roads across frozen swamps

Anchorage= Palmore

Renairs were made to the road in the vicinity of mile 23, where high water in
the lake caused a washout, and at the bridge across the sklutna tail race, which
undermined the road, requiring 185 cu yds of gravel to make repairs.
The bridge across the tail race is in very bad condition, and should be repaired
first thing in the spring.
The road has been maintained and is in good condition.

Dillingham. Airfield.
'

My report on this project for the month of Octobdar was in error, as I now find
that wea did practically no work on this field, apart from six days work with one
of our operatorse

Our tractor was used on this vroject, but our men ware building a place to keep
our tractor during the winter, and as there were planty of men available locally
to work on the field these were employed, permitting our men to finish the ouilding
and other worke
A knoll was levelled off to the sast of the old field, and tne material hauled

across tha flat to connect with the field. Some corduroy was laid.
A field was graded up to a total langth of 2200 feet and 100 feet wide, this strip
can be used during the winter montns, but will require further work, and passibly
surfauing, for summer use

Dillingham.
SThe work in this area consisted of snow removal during the month, constructing

a building to house the D-7 tractor, and taking invantory, completing the work for
the season, apart from winter maintenance,

Colorado.

The work on this project will be completed about December 5th

Glénn Highway

This road has been maintained during the month in good condition, with a total
of 43 miles of road being plowed.

re
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Homer. Mees
The local roads have been maintained, and 1000 feet of road gravelled during

the .month, leaving the roads in good conditione
Carl Sholin left for the states for a visit early in the month/

Takotna.

Foreman Bayless returned to Takotna, from Madfra, about Nevember 20th, and
was engaged in rustling wood, taking inventory, getting the buildings in shape
for winter, atc.

Medfra.
road

The work on the Medfra/closed down about November 13th, when the Culver tractor
broke downe

Considerable patchwork wis done on the road between miles 4 and 6. A trap was
constructed in mile 6, in ground which was broken up rock. This material did not
freeze easily, and dumped out of the trucks without any difficulty.

I vas somewhat confused as to the work that could be done at Kedfra during the
winter months, but Savless informed me that the material coujd have been handled all
‘winter if the tractor had bean in running order.

This job was not completed; it should be finished up first thing in the spring
so that our equipment can ce returned to Takotna early in the season.

The road was in -ood condition at the end of the month, and open for truck
traffic.

General

The weatzer has been consistently cold during the month, averaging around zero
most days, and slightly below in the early morning.

‘ve have been without a stenographer during the month, but hopa to be able to
pick up a local woman early in December.

Jack Caats has been off on sick leave since the middle of thy month. Ha will
probably be off for an extended time, as he is planning on going outside for an
operation, vrobably after Christmas, for thryoid.

I mada a trip to the Kuskokwim during the month, to check up on opsrations
in that area, particularly the work at Medfra, and am planning on making a visit
to Moosa Pass early in Decambsr, as Ghiglione is having difficulty in getting rid
of a bad cold.

The offica force has been busy with routina work and assembling data for
reports. with the 40 hour week and changing personnel constantly we do not seem
able to dispose of the work the way it should be.

The surveyors on the Homer- Russian River project are all concentrated with
Fuller on completing the survey between the two ends, Ghiglione will be going dow
to Kenai on December 10th to check up on this work, and the progress being made on
construction of the tote road.

M.C.idmunds
Sup't.
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
OCTOBER 31-19466

Mr Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer , x
Alaska Road Commission : 2
Juneau, Alaska

.

Dear Sirs J)
A

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of October Ppis as follows: wy

Palmer Roads.

The main work on the Palmer roads consisted of maintenance with patrols
the erection of 1350 lin feet of snow fence, and brush removal, 2 mil:s of
brush being removed on the Wasilla-latanuska Road, and 7 miles on the Falmer
Wasilla Roade

Cy
fle

re

A small change was made where the farm read joins the Anchorage-Palmer
Road adjacens to the Matanugka River cridge, reducing the grade where it leaves
the main road. This change invoived 1560 lin feet of new roade

Several new settlers have moved inta thissection, and have built approximately
threa miles of partly completed road.

The Palmer outfit will be on a maintenance basis during November, excepting
it is planned to keep the brush outfit working as long as practicable.

McKinley Park.

While it was expected that tha main work in the Park would be ended when
the field work was completed, we were able to get sufficent supplies to keap
the mechanics engaged in repairing equipment to good advantage.

The drawback to this is that funds have to be expendad for parts, increasing
expenses at a time when funds are shorte .

Hosler left for Palmer at the end of October, leaving four men at the Park,
including the warehouseman.

Talkeotnae

The work on thia route was completed early in the month, when the crew
returned to Anchorage.

Homer= Russian Rivere

The status of the work at the Moose Pass end is as follows:
While trucks are able to travel 8~1/4 miles from the forest boundary, the

first five miles is about 60% completed, 2-1/2 miles is stripped 80 feet wide
and 3/4 of a mile of tote road 12 feat wide is constructed.

A rock crew, under foreman Frank Johnson, is camped about 3~1/4 miles from

Recewed |
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the boundary.
It is planned to send an additional rock crew, with equipment, from

Valdez about November 4th, before tna summit at Thompson Pass is closed
for ths’ season, to the Moose Pass sectione
At Kenai a camp was erected at Moose @raek River, a piledriver constructed

and freighted to the site of the Moose River Bridge.
The landing and dock at tha Kenai river was completed.
A pile trestle 16 feet long and 20 feet wide was constructed across the

Soldatna river.
6 miles of road cleared, grubbed and stripped, about 40% completed

of tote road constructed on permanent location.
2 miles of road partly graded= about 20% completed
1 mile of road graded and gravelled, complete, leaving 7 miles of road

graded and gravelled , complete.
400 lin feet of ditch was blasted to drain swamp, 4 feet deep and 6 feet
wide on top.
The gravelling crew was closed down on October 27th, when they ran out ofa

road to surfacae
At Homer the work accomplished to date is as follows:
Cleared 2-1/4 miles 30 ft wide regrading old road” 5e3 7 80 ” new construction
Graded 1.2 " 26 * " "

Gravelled=- Regradced 1.6 “ from end of stationing at Post office to new work
* " 62 " *" Post Office to A.R.C Depot

* 1.0 " “ AeRC. depot to C.4e.A. road
A copy of the lettar to Rogers outlining the work for the balance of the

season Was mailed to the Juneau officae ‘

While work in this area hag been disappointing slow, it is reported that
conditions have improved and better progress is being made at the end of
the monthe

«36 miles of new road was also gravelled

Anchorage local roadse

.A considerable number of minor improvements have been made to the local
rogds to improve winter conditions, and the roads maintained with patrols,
leaving them in good conditione

Gov't Hill road.

The road constructed for the Alaska Railroad, connecting government Hill
with the dock road, near the Standard Oil] Depot, was completed during the
monthe —

Anchorage-Pottere

The construction of the road leading from the Campbell road to Campbell
creek was completed during the month.
This involved the building of one mile of road, which was graded and gravelled.

A small bridge will be constructed across Campbell Creek during November.

- hy
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Dillinghame

The repairing of the damage caused by high water in the early part of the month
was underwaye
It is expected that this work will be completed about November l0th, after
which emergemcy work only ~ill require attention.

Dillingham Airfield. a

Some work was done during the month extending the small airstrip located
at Dillingham, the work consisting chiefly of hauling material with trucks
to make a fill.
The siza of the field has 1i10t been reported to date, but it is estimated
that it will be about 1500 ft by 75 feat

Anchorage-Palmere

The road between the Alask Railroad and the Knik Bridge was coverad with
crushed material during the month, and the crushet closed dow on the 3lste
The road was maintained with patrols, and some portions sanded when melting

snow made the surface slippery.
The mess at Sklutna will be closed down on November 8th

Colorado.

This work is progressing under handicaps, it is in the snow belt and con=
.Siderable snow hag already fallen, hindering the work .
It is expected that this work will be completed the latter part of Novembere

Curry Airfield.

Brush was cut on this field with the highway mower shipped from the Park,
which was returned to Anchorage when its work wis donee
Some levelling was done by the Alaska railroad with their equipment, and the
surface levelled of with our grader, which was shipped dow from lcfinley
Park and returned when the work was completed.e
This field is now is good condition for small planes.

Glenn Highway.

This route is now on a winter basis, and has been maintained in good condition
a

Homer

The local roads have been maintained, and are in good condition

Takotnas

The main interest in Takotna was the arrival of supplies and the motor grader
which finally showed up after the boat had been frozen in the rivere
The oil barge , containing 25000, gallons of storage gasoine for the N.C. tank
at the Landing, was left at Sleitmute for the wintere
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A couple of men worked on maintenance and equipment during the muaxtk latter
part of the month, after Bayless had gone to Medfrae

Medfra Roade

Work is underway gravelling this road. A trap has been constructed for
loading gravel, and the tractor belonging to the Culver company is to be used
for loadings

,

The first gravel was put on the road on October 31st.
This project is somewhat of a Readache, one never knew whether equipment

would get to Medfra in time to do any good, or not, judging by reports of
the ARNC boat being stuck on the lower river on account of low watere

On account of delays, all of our equipment and supplies were taken to
Medfra, together with the tractor, by boat belonging to Laska, from McGrath

Communication is very poor, and reports are slow coming in regarding
conditions in this vicinity.

It is believed a crew of seven is engaged on this work, how long they will
be able to work is uncertain. If they can continue and get thro this fall so
much the better.

While I am not familiar with this section of the country, it is surprising
to me that they are able to work at all.

Altho this work has bean authorised, no funds have been allotted for this
projecte

Shelter Cabins.

Some repairs ware made during the month to the Shelter cabin at the mouth
of the Susitna river, which had been lifted off its foundations by high tides
earlier in the season.

It was levelled, and made habitable.

General.
'
The weather during the month has been gradually tightening up, with some

snow North of anchorage towards the latter end.
Most of the construction work is closed down, and we will be on a winter

basis about the middle of November.
.

Grammer returned from the Fairvanks district during the month
The girl employed as stenographer left us tne latter part of the month

she is married and has decided to quit work for some time.



at “wy 7S

U. S. DEPARTLENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ,(pp
Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:
The situation report for the Southwest district for the month of Septesdber fis as follows:

Palmer-~Matanuska Roads

Repairs were made tothe road from the foot of Cobbs Hill to Matanuska,to permit the use of the road during the winter months and assist childred in
getting to school.

182 yards of gravel was hauled on this road during the month,
The rads were maintained with patrols, and are in good condition.

One half mile of brush was renoved with dogers, three sharp turns widened,
the roads patrolled with motor grader, and 48 yards of gravel placed.

Wasilla-iatanuska Road

A portion of the old road which was abandoned some years ago was repaired
to serve settlers who have moved into the area adjacent to the Alaska Railrad.

A short road was dozed out 1200 feet long below the experiment farm to
avoid snow conditions during the winter months.

Two miles of rad was brushed out with dozers, 18h yards of gravel placed
and‘the roads maintained with patrols.

Palmer Roads
The roads around Palmer have been maintained in good condition with patrols.

McKinley Park

Decking on bridges between mile 30 and mile 51 were redecked during the
mont he

The piledriver was dismantled, and the hoist and rigging smt to Colorado
to erect the 100 foot wood span across the West Fork.

The work was closed down, and it is expected that with the exception of
seven men who will overhaul equipment, take inventory

etc., the crew will be laid
off around the 10th of October.|

October 14,

oct 4Db
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Talkeetna

The road was maintained between the river
and

Peters Creek, and gravel
hauled around bridge ends and low places.

A pump was installed in the cabin at the landing.
The crew will finish up and return to town early in October,

Homer — Russian River

Fairly good progress was made on this route during the month.
Fullers crew at Kenai has completed the located line to station 762, a

distance of 14.4 miles.
Sandin, who left our service the latter part of the monvuh, had 13 miles of

road located, and ‘Jilson, at Homer had 19 miles located.
Johnsons rock outfit has moved down to iloose Pass from the Park moving

600 yards of rock durinz the month,
The progress of the work at the Moose Pass end as of the end of the month

is as follows:

Cleared from Sta. 00 to 242 6.5 miles 80 feet wide
" 342 to 390 0.9 " LO ou on

t OO to --S .15 "
140

Grubbed
and

stripped 00 to 342 6.5 miles 80 feet wide
342 to 390 0.9 " 40 8 "

" 00 to —8 ol5 1 40 "

Levelled amd graded with dozer. .

Sta 00 to 342 6.5 miles 24 feet wide
342 to 390 0.9 " 12 =" n

00 to --S 0.15 " 2o 1" "

The road fran 00 to minus 8 is being built to connect with the PRA road.
Camp is being built at station 390, at "Hidden Creek.”
At Kenai 10 miles of main rad was cleared, 8 miles graded and six miles

gravelled in addition to three miles gravelled around the town.
Four bridges were constructed, with a total of 46 feet.
The dock and camp buildings are completed, with the exception af doors,

windows and plumbing.
Two gravel traps were constructed, and two fuel tanks of 4000 gallon, capacityerected,
The sizes of the various buildings at Kenai follows:

Mess and bunk house 20 x 100
_ Warehouse, warm storage 30 x 30

Garage 4O x 60
" 20 x 30

Blacksmith Shop
Power House ® x 20

The work at Homer has been delayed considerably on account of soil conditions,
and large gullies which have to be filled, and shortage of metal culverts.

A



Homer - Russian River Continued

The work accomplised consisted @ 1.75 miles of read being cleared 80 feet
wide with 1.5 miles being graded.

Two, 4000zal lon tanks were erected on the spit at the dock,
‘The garage was completed except f@ inside wak, and a water line connected

up. Plumbing was completed in the cook house with toilet, showers, lavatory,and water tank installed. f
An oil range was installed, anda septic tank to mndle waste.
4666 cu. yards of gravel was placed on the roads, 664 lin. feet of metal

culverts installed and 338 feet of timber culverts constructed.

frchorage Local Raids

The local rads have been maintained with patrols, and a small crew cutting
brush and opening up culverts,

Lov places across the Ship Creek flat on the Palmer road, were raised during
the month,

Mountain View Road

The grading am gravelling of these roads were completed during the month
leaving the streets worked over in good condition. Two metal culverts were installec

Gov't Hill Road

The work of constructing this read was started during the month, and it is
expected that it will be completed early in October,

This road connects with the dock raad near the Standard Oil Depot.

Anchorage-Palmer
De ev .

The crushing outfit broke down on October 26th, and while waiting for parts
moved into the vit at Goat Creek.

4392 yards of crushed material was placed upon the road during the month, and
there remains 2 miles of road to be surfaced between the Alaska Railway at mile
U6 and the Knik Bridge, to be finished.

The réd was maintained with patrols, and gravel hauled to soft places.
Three metal culverts were installed with a total of 60 lin. feet of 16" culverts
The portal brace on the South em of the bridge was repaired, but due to

large army convoys using the road the brace near the middle of the span was not
touched for the time being. Soundings were taken of the ground line under the Knik
bridge and shown upon the map kept for that purpose, and a print sent to the Juneau
office,

Cantwell Airfield

We were not able to do any work on this field this fall, owing to early snow
and frost.

Dillingham

Foreman, Ed Ueeck returned to Anchorage early in October, but maintenance work
is still under way with one af the older residents, Albert Larsen in charge.

-3-



Dillingham—Continued

Considerable damage was done by a high tide on October 6th which raised
Scandinavian Creek Bridge about two feet at one end, breaking up some planking.

One end of the Klondyke Creek Bridge was washed out, and both ends of the
Bradford creek bridge at Kanakanak,.

No word has been received regarding repairs, but it is assumed that the road
will be restored so that it can be used during the winter.

Colorado

The work of erecting the 100 foot Howe triss over the West Fork of the
chulitna is umervay.

This work is being done by the bridge crew from McKinley Park wrler foreman,
Harry Mackey.

In addition to the span, there are several piles which have been damaged in
various bents wnich will have to be repaired.

Curry Airfield

At the request a the Alaska Railroad we will be cooperating with them in
repairing the Curry Field, and putting it in shape for small planes to lard. This
work will be done in October.

Brush will have to be cut, some levelling done to fill low swales, and the
surface smoothed up with grader.

Arrangements have been made forthe mowing machine and the motor grader from
McKinley Park to be snipped down for tnis project.

All equipment is being moved without charze, and the men subsisted at Curry
while engaged on this work. \

Glenn Highwa

Maintenance was verformed uoon this route which is in good condition.
The motor grader operator moved up to camp 115 for the winter, and three men

are camped at Long Lake,

.
,

Homer

The local rads have been maintained with patrol, with some soft places being
surfaced,

Flat
The work closed down at the end of September, except for one man who is working

on equipment until parts arrive, which can be checked in.

Takotna

Most of the field work has been completed. The main interest now is the
arrival of the last boat up stream with groceries and the grader, which according
to latest reports was having difficulty getting up river. :



Medfra

Three trucks and supplies have been landed at Medfra in readiness to work on.
the road and the airport,

The doing of the work, however, depends upon the arrival of the Culver
tractor ami it is not known whether it will get up this fall or not.

Valdez Creek Airfield

Some work was done on the Valdez Creek during the summer, but this work was
handled direct through Mr. Smith am local people.

General

The weather gererally has been favorable for construction work, with very
little snow or frost South of the range.

With crews caning in from isolated places, the labor situation is improving.
Sandin, locating engineer, came in from the field and left for the outside

at the end of the month,
River boats on the Yukon are tied up along the river, amd boats in the

Kuskokwim area are having difficulty getting up river on their last trip.

M.
Superintendent

MCE/ng
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

September 9, 1946

Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
Juneau, Alaska

Mountain Roads

GyLight maintenance was performed upon this route during the month,

Palmer-Fishook ay
}

u
3

The road near Wasilla Creek was cut through a bank which md been
used as a gravel pit eliminating a dangerous blind curve,

Wasilla—Matamiska Road

The bridge across Cottonwood Creek was renewed, using some old rail~
road timbers and some new material,

The size of the bridge is 38 feet long and 14 feet wide.

Palmer Roads
The roads were maintained with patrols during the month and are in

good condition.

McKinley Park

Repairs were made to the Teklinika bridge where four bents were
driven and running plank renewed.

Standardisation work was under way in miles 56 am 57 but not
completedat the end of the month.

Mile 68 was widemed with dozer for the entire mile, except for two
short sections,

3720 cu yds. of rock was excavated in mile 68 during the widening
operations.

The road was maintained with patrols and truck shovel.

Park Boundary = Kantishna

The road beyond the Park Boundary was maintained with motor patrol
which was engaged two days on this worke

fi

Al

ar Sir:

The situation report for the month of August is as follows:
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Kantishna Airfield ae
This field was levelled and smoothed up with the motor patrol,

two days work being done with the 511 grader,

Talkeetna

Maintenance was performed upon the road, chiefly on upper Peters
Creek and the road running down Long Creek.

Further work was done constructing a new road at the lower end of
Long Creek, to take the rcad out of the creek bottom. Two miles of new
road being completed and four metal culverts were installed during the
month, At the end of the month the crew were camped at the old roadhouse
on lower Peters Creek,

Cache Creek Airfield

The work on the airfield was completed during the month with wire
sausages being laid between the field and the creek as a protection aginst
erosions

The field has been wed by small planes and is in good condition,
The field is 1200 feet long by i00 feet wide.

Peters Creek Airfield

The field was smoothed up with tractor and grader during the time the
|

erew was in the vicinity, leaving it in good condition.

Me we herve eis Homer = Russian River
\

At the Russian river end the survey has been completed 9.8 miles from
the boundary to 2 miles beyond Hidden Lake, 2.8 miles being finished duringthe month. (Seven miles of road has been cleared and stripped 60 feet wide
and 1.5 milesof road graded 24 feet wide.

At Kenai the survey has been completed for 19.75 miles, clearing am
—“y grubbing finished 10 miles 80 feet wide and 6 miles of road graded 20 feet.
yw" wide, Two miles of new road gravelled, 2 miles gravelled through town

and 1.2 miles gravelled for the CAA with the dock 80% completed. -
All buildings at Kenai were completed with the exception of the large

garage, which was 75% completed. A smaller garage plained to be built was

not started.
At Homer the survey was completed for a distance of 14 miles, three miles

being completed during the month,
~

;

The work accomplished during the month consisted of erecting a camp

for the clearing crew on the high bench, with one mile being cleared 8 feet
wide through heavy timber. vo

A 3700 lin feet was grubbed and stripped, 60 feet wide.

[Agvarte
~7000 lin feet was graded, 24 feet wide.

and 6888 yds.2500 cu yds of material was moved with carryall scrapers,
of gravel surfacing placed.



Homer ~ Russian diver continued :.

f\e¥ Alaska Bead Commisic,
i \ Jeneau, Alaska‘

One warehouse 20 x 30 with 11.5 feet walls completed and a ParBSionfor a garage and floor constructed with concrete. The size of the
building being 40 feet by 60 feet.

Ten metal culverts were installed, 336 lin. feet being used.
Three timber culverts were

constructed, two
40 feet long and one 43

feet long,

Anchorage Local roads

The local roads arourd Anchorage have been maintained with patrols,
and brush has been cut by a small maintenance crew.

Mountain View

The work on grading and widening the roads in the Mountain View area
‘Was started during the month and is about 60% completed,

Gov't Hill Road
-

The Alaska Railroad has staked out a road to serve Goverment Hill
which will connect with the dock road near the Standard Oil Company and
be 1600 feet long.

Construction work on this road will probably start about the middle
ofson

Anchorage - Palmer

Maintenance work was performed with patrols, ditches cleaned out in
readiness for crushed gravel and some spot gravel placed.

The crusher worked out2 pit in mile 33, surfacing three miles of road,
placing 4680 cu yds of materiale

A truck belonging to the Anchorage Sand and Gravel Company damaged a
_ couple of braces on the south spm of the Knick Bridge while hauling a shovel
from Anchorage to Palmer,

The braces will be taken off, repaired and connected up again during
the month of September,

Anchorage Depot

All of the supplies, materials and cars formerly stored in the Alaska
Railroad yards have been moved to a new site on East Fourth Avenue to make
room for the improvements contemplated to be made by the Alaska Railroad in
their yards,

‘The new site was cleared and levelled off, and a fence constructed
across the fourth avemue end.

DILLINGHAK
Maintenance was perfomed upon the road, 475 cu. yds. of gravel being

hauled for surfacing.
A piledriver crew was organized, and piles driven under the two bents

at Scandinavian Creek on both sides of the channel, and also for the bents-

ds
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Dillingham continued

across Andrews and Klondyke Creek,
Repairs were made as far as possible with the limited supply of lumber

available to the decking and running planks on all bridges,
The D-7 tractor arrived at Snag Point and was unloaded during the month,

Glenn Hishway

Maintenance was performed upon this route with a maintenaice crew,
and two motor patrols which was in good condition during the month,

The asphalting of the bridge ends was completed,

Homer

The local roads around Homer were maintained during the month, with
15 miles of road on the upper bench being regraded.

Bethel Airport
This field was being maintained with tractor and drag during the

month,

Flat

The roads in the Flat District have been maintained with sane brush
ews, and are in good condition.

Flat Airport
The work of extending the field on the upstream em has been completed.
A ditch which is now part of the rumvay,was filled, and a new ditch

constructed farther upstream to take care of tailing water from the dredge.
Brush was cut, tailing piles levelled off, and a couple of deep holes

used by the dredges filled up.
_

surface of the extension, after being levelled off, was covered
with a layer of fine gravel, leaving it in good condition.

- A cabin belonging to the Alaska Airlines, whic was located close to
the town end of the field, was torn down and moved, fy e771

The field was extended 550 feet and the removal of the cabin permitted
use of 300 feet more.

Medfra

Arrangements are under way to improve the Medfra road this season,
depending upon whether a tractor belonging to the Culver interests arrives
at Medfra in time, and also if we can get trucks up from Takotna.



Gener

The weather has been fairly favorable during the month, with occasional
rains during night times and dry during the day.

The labor situation is not very good, we have been short soma equip
ment men right along, with men coming and going all the time, and it being
difficult to fill jobs, due no doubt to demamis for men to work on the
various construction activities in this area.

We were able to add a stenographer to the office force during the
month, which is a big improvement in facilitating the office work,

Two pickups were brought to Anchorage from Fairbanks at the emi
of the month.

Mr. Sandin, locating engineer at Moose Pass, has notified the office
that he intends resigning about the middle of September.

M. ED?



ADORESS AEPLY TO 1

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION me

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR =):

|
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION . £4 Oey

Anchorage, Alaska
August 13, 1946 4Ww |

Ue /

on a,

Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Zngineer
ALASKA ROAD COLLIISSION
-uneau, Alaska Lo
Dear Sir:

_
The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of Julyis as follows:

Mountain Roads

The work of gravelling the road up Reed Creek was completed during the
month, 1134 cu yds. of gravel being placed.

Four culverts were installed, 15 x 16', and the road maintained with patrols,

Palmer Roads
The roads were maintained with patrols during the month and are in good

condition.

McKinley Park

The work done on this route consisted chiefly of maintaining amd improving the
road, raising ard levelling up places which had settled, about three miles were
gravelled from the stock pile at the East Fork and about one ralf mile on the soft
road at mile 52.°

Temporary repairs were made to the Toklat river bridge and work af getting
a piledriver outfit ready was under war.

A rock crew was engaged in widening the road at mile 68, and some widening
with dozer was underway between mile 66 amd mile 70.

Four trucks were shipped down from Fairbanks, but no shovel to date.

Iliamna

Maintenance was performed upon this route with tractor and grader and some
culverts were installed.

Iliamna Lake - Newhalen River

Maintenance was performed upon this road, gravel hauled to soft places and
two timber culverts constructed to replace drum culverts which had been washed out,
The sizes of the culverts being 4 feet by 10 feet by 24 feet long and 3 feet by
6 feet by 22 feet long.

35/
75

le



200 cubic yards of gravel was hailed on the schoolhouse road, 1000 cubic
yards on the road between the roadhouse and. the airport and 2240 cu yds on the
road between the airport and the river, all of this being done with carryall.

10 cu yds of rock was hauled as rip rap on the road in the vinicity of the
roadhouse to protect it against erosion.

Talkeetna
The main work done consisted of maintaining the road with motor grader,

cleaning out sidehill sections, installing culverts, widening the road through
the Peters Creek canyon, gravelling soft places and making a detour in mile
26 on the high sidehill section. of Peters Creek.

A start was made to take the road out of the creek bottom at the lower end
.of Long Creek where one half mile of new road was graded on the bench on the right
limit. .

The cabin at the landing was completed, except for sane chinking which remains
to be done.

Cache Creek Airfield

As the money available for a new airfield was not sufficient to complete one
that would be of any service this year, a further examination was made of the:
old field located in the bottom of Cache Creek to see whether it could be fixed up
to be of service fa same time. It is believed that this field could be moveda
short distance away from the charmel where it would be reasonably safe from the
high waters of Cache Creex, particularly if protected by sausages for some years,
In the meantime most of the development seems to be taking place down around lower
Cache Creek, and it might be of more benefit to the camp to nave the field located
down in that area instead of at the mouth of Nugget Creek, which is connected to
the Peters Creek airfield with the road. Camp was moved to Cache Creek am 100 lin
feet cleared of brush 100 feet wide durirg the month.

Homer — Russian River

At the Russian River end the survey has been completed 11 miles from the
boundary to the divide between Hidden and Skilax Lake. Six miles of road has been
cleared and stripped 80 feet wide and one mile of road graded 24 feet vide.

- At Kenai the survey has been completed for 14 miles, clearing and stripsing
finished for eight miles :0 feet wide and two miles of road graded 20 feet wide.
A warehouse 20 feet by 40 feet completed, blacksmith shop 290 by 20 feet 90 percent
finished, and bunkhouse 20 by 40 feet and cookhouse 20 by 40 feet, 35 percent
completed. 1600 feet of corduroy was laid 24 feet wide and 36 lin feet of 18"
culvert installed.

At Homer the survey was completed for a distance of 7 miles from Bidarki
Creek which was the terminus of the old rq@d. Widening of the existing road was
practically completed fora distance of 3 miles to a 2, feet standard, and one mile
of new road cleared and stripped 80 feet wide. The following buildings were
completed, a bunkhouse 20 feet by 40, one cookhouse 20 feet by 40 and a warehouse
20 feet by 30. One warehouse 20 feet by 40 feet under construction, and a water
system installed to the buildings. A short road 1500 feet long was cmstructed to
connect the coal development operations with the road system,

Anchorage local rads

The raads around Anchorage have been maintained with a snall crew and patrols
and are in good condition,

~2-



Anchorage — Palmer roaus

Biladeau's construction crew completed their work on this route and moved
down to iioose Pass on the 6th of the month. Biladeau leaving us other
employment.

McDade moved dovm to Eklutna on August llth, building trap and getting the
erusher installed, moving 1500 cu yds of crushed"material by the end of the month.
The road was maintained with patrols, tractor and grader and small maintenance
crews.

The Knik Glacier broke on July 2lst, reaching the high vater mark on the 28th.
Very little ice ran amd no logs came down. The high water did not reach the road
level and no damage occurred to the roadbed or bridges.

Dillingham

Maintenance was performed upon the ra@ds and a small revision made near Snag
Point to put the ro:d on higher ground, Plans are being made to assemble materials an
equipment to drive piling on all tte bridges, They are all constructed with frame
bents and the abutments have eroded. With a large tractor travelling the rmds it
is necessary that the bridges be repaired so that they w1l be in good condition.
It is estimated that more funds will be required to do the work on the bridges on this
route and maintain the road during the winter months.

Glein Highway

The rock crew worxing in the vicinity of Kings river stopped work on this
project and moved up to licKinley Park early in July. The work cf protecting the banis
of the Matanuska River with drums near mile 75 completed dring the month. The
crew on this road was cut dayvn to a minimun maintenance crew, with two motorpatrol
operatars meintainins the surface which was xept in 500d condi

teen during themonth.
Some work was done on the channel of Noose Creek to keep the water on the deft Limit
and eliminate the hazard of a

washout
onthe right limit durins extreme hich water

The maintenance crew started work asshaltinzg the erds cf large bricges and coverins
the entire length of the cnallep bricges during the month.

Homer - Reute 42

The local roads were maintained ami dirt banked against the cribbing qd the
road across Mud Bay to protect the fill. 296 lin feet of culberts were installed
during the month and 4414 cu yds of gravel placed.

|

Kasilof Airfield

Improvements were made to tthe Kasilof airfield during the month,

Bethel airport and Read

A KO tractor and an overhauled enzine was shipped to Bethel from Takotna during
the month.

Ophir aviation Field

The slough at the Northwest end of the Cphir field was filled ond an area 100
feet square srubbed, stripped and levelled on the other side of the slough. This
work was done by contract.

-3-



Takotm

The Takotna-Cphir road is repaired in good condition as far as Gares Creek
and arrangements made to move camp near Ophir so that the portion between Ophir
and Little Creek can be repaired. A gravel pit has been opened up and arrange=
ments made for our men to use cabins in the vicinity.

Flat Roads

The roads at Flat have been maintained and are in good condition.

Flat Airport

Work has been started on extending the airfield at Flat and brush is being cut.

Medfra

I am informed that walter Culver and associates have rurchased the Nixon Forks
Kine from the wesfelt Brothers ani they are planning on opening up and operating
it. In this event the road should be repaired this fall if funds are available.
Practically no work has been done except far emergency work far same years, and
the first six miles of rad out of Xedfra is in deplorable condition, and i§ sub-
jected to much traffic would soon be impassable.

Culver offers to zive us the use of his tractor which is exptected to arrive
t Medfra on the last boat to use on the road, principally for loading gravel if

we would serd up a couple more trucks to do the work with.
winans has agreed to taxe care of the mm 2t the readhouse so that the work

could be done this fall (assuming that the tractor will arrive) if funds are
available. I understand the tractor is a D6.

General

Host of the crews have been filled up, we ran into difficulties when reports
came in at the end of the month over our "employment ceiling" ami were allotted an
additional thirty five men from the Juneau office,. There has been considerable
turnover with enaployees durinz the month, partly because of insect pests.

Six trucks were brousht down from Fairbanks over the highway during the month.
So far the provisions from Kodiak have not been released, althougn expected

any moment.
It is expected that we will be able to get a stenographer here around the middle

of August which will be a great relief and help to the of fice.

Me adn
Su ndent,

Alaska Road Cammission



Aube. tas REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

SCOOCAKOR
Anchorage, Alaska

June 30, 1946
~

’
,

Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
ALASKA ROAD CORAITSSION
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

f

The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month of June
is as follows:

Mountain Roads.

The road over the Hatcher Summit, leading to Willow Creek, was opened up
on the 15th, with considerable snow adjacent to the road in places at the end
of the month.

The sidehill road between the first crossing of Willow Creek and Craigie
Creek was widened in narrow places, this work being done by dozer. This road
was in good condition, ditches were opened up, the surface maintained and 20
cu. yds. of gravel hauled to soft places.

Lucky Shoteiillow Station.

This road was maintained with patrols, and running plank put on the bridge
across Deception Creek, wnich it is hoped will now be alright for another year.

- -
O
r
te
s

_

So far there is no indication of much activity in
ming, this

season.

Palmer Roads.

The roads were maintained with patrols during the month and are in good
condition. Various warning and directional signs were placed in the valley
during the month.

McKinley Park.

Progress has been very slow on this route, no supplies or camp equipment
have arrived and censequently the crew has been kept to a minimum.

Considerable work was done overhauling equipment, and widening and main-
tainance performed upon the road.

le.



Harry Mackey left for the Park at the end of th. month, and preparations
are being made to get s piledriver fixed up in readin for work on the
bridges which need repairs.

Arrangements have been made to get a shovel shipped
down

fran Faibanks,
when available.

—Liiamna._

No report has been received from the Iliamna portage from Cooks Inlet to
Pile Bay.

Iljiamna Lake - Newhalen River
A small crew was sent down to the Severson Roadhouse on June 10th to

build the road for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and maintain and repair the
road to the Newhalen iver,

The road to connect the Newhalen schoolhouse with the airport road was
graded up at the end of the month. The length of this road was cut dovm to
one mile by revising the location and the construction of a bridge across
Roadhouse Creek eliminated.

177 drums were placed and filled with gravel alongside the neck of land
connecting the mainland with the roadhouse, to prevent furthur erosion.

Six culverts. (drums.) were placed in the new road, and fifty feet of
swamp corduroyed with MT. drums.

Three new culverts were installed in the old road.

Talkeetna.

The road was opened up through the canyon, and maintainance performed on
the raid leading dovm Long Creek.

Homer-Russian River.

‘Considerable equipment has been shipped down from Anchorage, and it is es-
timated &hat it will practically all, except for some pieces which have to be

—

worked over, witl-adii be on the job by the 10th or the middle of July.
The work is getting well under the way, with the following progress being

reported at the end of the month.

MOOSE PASS.

Survey. A line is located to approximately station 3008 and camp
moved ahead to Hidden Lake.

Construction A tote road has been completed to station 221, and clear-—
ing to station 125. Camp is established at Station 125
in readiness for sonstruction crew.
The camp at Station 221 left intact for clearing crew.

KENAL.
SURVeY. Line is located six miles from Kenai, approximately one mile

beyond Eagle Rock.
Camp is beingmoved ahead to Soldatna Creek.
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Construction Permanent camp at Kenai is 15 % complete.
- Landing facilities including storage area, dock and app-

roach 10 % completed. Clearing completed one mile.

HOMER

Survey. Line located two miles from Bidarki Creek, preliminary
line out 5 miles, relocation of road from airport through
tom to Bidarki Creek completed.

Construction Widening and graveling of Mud Bay section completed.
Clearing and stripping for rdocation 60 % completed.

Shipment of lumber received and distributed between Homer
and Kenai, and shipment of knock down houses received at
Homer and Kenai,

Site being levelled off for depot site.
Ramp constructed to facilitate unloading of supplies.
ARC and CAA equipment being overhauled.

Materials andsupplies needed for the prosecution of the
work very slow in arriving.

Anchorage Local Roads.

The roads in this vicinity are in good condition, being maintained with
patrols and a small maintenance crew doing necessary repairs which are re-
quired from time to time,

Anchorage-Palmer Roads.

The rehabilitation work in progress on this road will be practically
completed at the end of the month, and the construction crew and equipment
at Eklutna will be moved to the Homer-Russian River project early in July.

_Ditches were cleaned out between Eklutna and Eagle River, and brush
removed from shoulders of the road.

The road was maintained with patrols, and is in good condition.

High water caused minor washouts around the bridge across the trail race of
Exlutna power plant, which was repaired.

It is planned to start operating the crusher from the vicinity of mile 34,
about the middle of July,

Anchorage-Potter,
The survey for a road location between Anchorage and Potter was completed

during the month.

Mr. Smith has approved an allotment of $2,500.00 to put a bridge across
Campbell Creek, and complete the road this far, which will help the settlers
along this route

considerably.
:

Dillingham
-3-



Dillingham

Mail is very slow in coming from Dillingham, and so .ar, no report has
come in from this area.

It is planned to raise the road across the flats of Scandinavian Creek,
to reduce snow hazard during the winter months, and, is unable to get a pile-
driver to use on the Scandinavian bridge, to make repairs to the bends which
are undermined.

Glenn Highway

This read was maintained in good condition during the month.
The revision at mile 75 was completed and surfaced with crushed material,

Crushed material was also placed on the road where necessary in the vicinity of Liela
Lake, this material being hauled from the stockpile near the Eureka Roadhouse.

Work was started to straighten out the channel of Moose Creek and reduce
hazards during extreme high water.

The placing of drums at mile 66 was completed during the month, and the
work of protecting the bank at mile 75 started. It is expected that this work
will be completed about the middle of July.

. A small rock crew constructed two coyote holes in the rock cut at mile
67,. and will move up to McKinley Park about the 10th of July.

Sluffings on sidehill sections were cleaned out between Chickaloon and Moose
Creek with the Speeder shovel and a couple of trucks.

The water in the Matanuska river was high during the month, but didn't
damage, although it was up to the floow of the cookhouse at mile 76.

A pacific hut was hauled to this camp site during the month.

Homer Roads.

The road across the slough at Mud Bay was raised 18" and widened to a
width of 26 feet.

Gravel traps were rapaired and wotk started on the new depot.

The roads were maintained, and repairs made to Bridge Creek.

Kasilof Airfield

Arrangements were made to improve the Kasilof Airfield.
Kasilof Roads

Repairs were made to the Kasilof road during the month.

Seldovia Airport
I am informed that arrangements have been made for work to be started on

this field with the engineering work being done by Mr. Vic. Rivers.
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Kuskokwin

Bethel airport and road.

Arrangements have been made to have an overhauled engine shipped down to
Bethel fran Takotna, as our truck has been out of commission from some time.

It is also planned to send down one of the KO tractors from Takotna
down to use for loading, as there is no tractor available at Bethel, and it
is almost impossible to get any ment to wark shoveling these days.

Medfra.

Arrangements have been made to do necessary maintenance work &n this
road, as some new mining outfits are starting up in this area this summer.

Takotna.

Due to shortage of men, am the men who had been working for us leabing
for dher eaployment, the men from Flat, who had repaired the roads in that -

area so that they were taken careof, were taken over to work temporarily in the
Takotna district.

Most of the work was confined to the raad between the Landing and
Takotna. It is expected that this road will be in good shape so that work can
be started on the Ophir road,

The road was graded up with tractor and grader, ditches filled up and
Cleaned with shovel, and 446 cu. yds. of gravel hauled to soft places.

Flat Airvort

It is noted that an allotment has been made for the construction work
generatiy during the month._ General

. We are gradually filiing crews up, but some classes of labor, particularly
carpenters, dozermen, and cooks are scarse, with a big demand for this class of
labor locally.

Bugs have been bad, particularly in camps, and it is believed that this
is the cause of sane of our turnover.

It is planned to send six men to Fairbanks after the Fourth, to bring
down trucks belonging to this district.

The working af the office force six days is a considerable advantage, and
it is hoped that a stenographer will be found for this district now that the
program for the Hamer-nussian River road is assured.

rindéndent,
Alaska Road Commission
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ALASKA 2O04D COn:ISSION,
Juneau, Alaska 9

Dear Syr: . f a
The situation for the Southwestern district for the month of May CQ)is es follows:

Liountain Roads

Roads to various mines were opened up during the month on route - fe!
35-A vith the cooneration of the miners interested.

There is still considerable snow on the Hatcher suaait, and it
looks as though the nass will have to weit until late in June before snow
will have melted sutficiently for the pass to ve opened up “ithout too much
expense.

Palmer 2oads

Gravel was heuled to soft places on sost of the roads in the valley
during the month, the greater part being hauled on the road between Palner
and .asilla, which cut up badly during the breakup.

kicKinle;y Park

The roéd was opened up on say 20th, permitting alaska Rai Lroadforces to travel out to »ount Yilson and put up caap. -

The road was maintained, culverts opened up and ditches cleaned.
Due to lack of camp equip.icnt, the crew was kept to a miniaun.
Mechanics were kept busy overhauling Park equipmerm and thet pure

chased from Surplus at Fairbanks and shipped corn.
A grader and freight truck were shipped from anchorage, and it is

planned to get a shovel for the Park from Fairbanks, if possible, for vais
project.

Tliamna Roads

The pass on the road from Ilianna Bay to Pile Bay is still closed
to traffic, and it is not expected thet it will be opened up this season
until the middle of June.

35/75
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Tliamna Lake - Nondalton:

It is expected that a crew will be sent dowm to Severson's roadhouse
about the 10th of June, to maintain the roads already constructed and to ouild
the road for the Bureau of Indian affairs connecting the Nevhalen school with
the present road system,

Talkeetna

The main work accomplished consisted of overhauling equipment, fin-
ishing up the cabin under construction at the landing, and maintaining the
“oad to cioose Creek, mile 12,

It is reported that there is consideraodle snow on the ground beyond
the Peters Creek 'roadhouse.

Homer-2zussian River

Three survey crews are organized, one at “oose ®ass in charge
Sandin, one at Kenai in charge of Kent Fuller, and one at Homer in charge of
wilson, and are making fair progress.

Charles Littlejohn has 2 small construction crev at »oose “ass, and
is engeged in putting uo camp and making roads so that supplies can se moved
to the survey camp.

The Junéau crew at Homer has been helping out with other activities,
such as unloading materials, and have been ousy getting material for right of
way deeds, in addition to their rezuler vork.

The survey crew at Kenai was in charge of “rank korris until the
arrival of Kent fuller, end are getting along alright.

Ralph Soberg was sent down to Kenai with a load of equipuent and a
few men, as generel foreman, to take charge of putting up camp and starting
construction work,

A ramp, with a 30 ft. face, was constructed at Homer for unloading
barges, and 271,000 ft. of lumber was unloaded.

Right of way was cut along the present road to a width of 60 ft.
for one and a half miles.

Anchorage Local Roads

The roads in the Anchorage area are in good condition, gravel was
hauled to several places where soft spots developed then frost went out of
the ground.

Anchorave-Palmer Roads

The line chamge at mile 25, including the relocation at the Zklut-
na bridge was 85% completed during the month.

The hauling of binding mterial to mix with the loose gravel from
the pit at mile 1445 on the road across the flats was finished.
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The surfacing of the road between Palmer and the Matanuska bridge
with crushed material was completed.

Maintenance was performed with motor patrols, culverts opened uo
and soft places surfaced.

Anchoraze-Potter

The survey for the road to connect Anchorage and Potter is underway,
and it is expected that this :i11 be finished around the middle of June.

The work on the road to connect this location vith the Campbell road
was stopped after hearinz that funds would probably not be available,

Dillinzham

Foreman Ueeck and one man left Anchorege early in may, to take over
the road work for the sumer.

The work accomplishec consisted of removing 4 couple of snowdrifts,
clearing end stripping an additional area in zravel pits, instelling tro 12"
culverts (55 lin. ft.), and surfacing soft places, placing 240 cu. yds.
gravel.

Glenn Highway

This road was maintained in good condition curing the month.

york was started on the revision of the road in 75, ami the placing
of drums for rip rap at mile 65 was started.

“ork of drilling for coyote holes for obtaining rock for rip rap at
mile 20 was started duzins the month.

Camp was established at mile 75, end the winter camps closed down.

Homer

Snow was removed fraa the roads on the hill, a total of 18 miles
being cleared,

Culverts were opened up, ditches cleaned out, end soft places
surfaced,

Repairs were made to our equipment and that which is being loaned
to us by the C.a.a,

Kuskokwin

Soberg left Tekotna around the middle of the month, reporting to
the anchorare office,

Snow was removed from the roads, ditches opened up, culverts thawed
and soft places surfaced,

aquipment was overhauled during the month, including the two trucks
at Flat, and adjustwents made to the tractor.

*



Flat

The “ork at Flat is under charge of a locel foreman, Fred li. Poor-
man, with one man, and he appears to be talking hold in good shape,

Some snow vas clezred off the roads during the month, ditches opened
up, gravel hauled to soft places, two culverts installed, a couple of soft
places corduroyed on the Iditarod road, and a timber bridge repaired.

General

The mechanics kept quite ousy rustling equiomuent from Surplus, and
working on it to put it in running order.

Archie Srovwn, clerk, resigned early in the month to take other em-
ployment.

There are a lot of men seeking enployment, but when work is not
available immedictely they co not stay around, and it looks as tho we may
have difficulty in wetting men if a lerge program breaks suddenly.

We are noticeably short of cooks.

M.
Su éndent.



» OKA ROAD CCMUISSION
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
april 30th, ,1246

Mr Ike P. Taylor
Chief ingineer
Juneau

Dear Sirs

The situation report for the month of Avril follows:

Palmer i.ountain HKoadse

The road to tie Label mine wes vloved out during the month, with the snev
removal ceing carried on to the Independence and the Gold Chord road. all of tunis

work is being done a cooverative basis.

Pelmer Hoadse

Smow was removed from tre rcacs around Falmer, and gravel hauled to soft
places which ceveloped.

Consideradla mudholes ceveloced on the local roads during the month

VeKinlev Park.

Hosler anda few men left for the Park on the 16th of the menth.
They opened ut camp, started overhauling equipment shipced down from

Fairbanks and that on hend, nd starteé on a snow renoval program, reaching
a point near tha 19 mile post at the end of ths monthe

:

The Alaska Seilroad sent a crew of men up to the Fark to start openingux
the hotel, at the end of the month

Iliemna rcoadse

“ic have negocsisted with the CAi for the use of their equirment tod uild
the road for the Sureau of Indian affairs at Newhalen, .nd will try to get this
work started when conditions are favorabie, but it will probably be early in June
befora wea area able to co anything on this project.

Talkeetna.

Mulvaney and a srall crew left for Ztxamna Talkegtna on the 22nd of the
month, to take cure of the work on this routee

Anchorage local roadse

So fur the roads in the anchorave srea have been in fairly good condition
altho consicerable cgruval has been hauled cn some routes und thera is a lot of places

where frost is still in the Crounde

MA

\
“ey,

35/75



Anchorage-Palnere

wWitn the exception cf the road ‘ostween the Alaska Railroad 2nd the Knik bridge
vynere consicerable ice still remains, tne ics his gone from tha road ard it is is
good conditione

The worth end of the revision at mile 25, from the Lake, has been completed, but
the South end is cnly 50); complated.

It is planned to finish the revision at the ZUklutne bridge while the crew is in
the vicinity. The revision South cf the bridge ties in with the change seing made at
mile 25.

a Short change is being mde at the North end of the sklutna bridge cu
road on a tangemt and raising it so treat the present objectionable curve a
is eli ‘inated.

Some material is also baing naulec across the flat at mile 146 fcr a tinder to
mix with tne locese gravel wnicn composes tne greater vart of the fill meterial.

ing thet
a gradiant

+
u

ui

Culverts ware opened uo during the month, ditches cleaned out, and the surface
méintainad with patrols, waicn worked cceubdle shift.

The surfecing of tne road from Palner to the bLatanuska bridge will se started
early in May

Anchors7e-Fottere

The survey tc connect snchorasa with Fotter «as started during tne month, end
a start is being made tovards tre construction of a short piece or roud from the
present Campbell road tewards the proscsed location of the new Il-ceticn. ‘

aThis road branches off tne Jampeeil road about one quarter mile .orth cf comptell
station.

Homer-Russiz Rivere

Survey crews were organised and sent to Moose Pass, Kenai, and Homere
A contract was signed witn tne anderson Transsortation Yo, to handle our freisht

on Cooks Inlet in connection with the proposed road, and they ara takinz care of this
business.

aost of the mechanical force have oeen cusy with the Surplus sro:
around finding and examining various equipment and erranging to have it
to use

The following equipment was purchased éuring the month

erty, rustling
turnec over

8 only D-3 tractors
1 « c-7 i
3 “ )D-6 "
1 e “welder
3 " Trucks, snop
1 ew Light plant, 5 Keds

Dillinvhanme

Muintanance has been taken care of locally. It is reported that a bractor has
arrivec for the road Conmisson, or ratner is on tne way, which is the first advice

we have had about this machines a
It is planned to send Ueeck over about the 20th of May to take care of the work
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Glenn Highwaye

Snow was removed off the road, culverts opened up with a thawing boiler and
ditches opeded up. The surface was maintained with motorm crader.

Camp wus erected at mile 75, in readiness for tha closing cf the camps at
mile 89 end 115, which will ba closed sarlvy in kaye

It is clammed to complete the new road where divertedin mile 66 as soon as lcDade
finishes putting the crushed uaterial on the road between Polmer and the iatanuska
bridge. ,

It is planned to crotect the vashouts at King river and other places varly in
May. .

This road has been in good condition during the month

Kus kos. inte
Bayless showed up on april léth, leaving for Flat a counle of days leter.
The field at YakBtna could not ba used end Soberg was at Flat overhauling the

equipment at that time.
The equicment at Takotna sheuld Le overhauled about Lav 10th,

report to anchorage for other work.
yhen Soberg will

Gener2l.e

We heave been busy on routine work, and getting re-:dy for the preposed trogram
en the Kanai veninsula.

rv
Melayed

On.
te 190
of

MAGES

att MUNGS4 ou?



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGS , ALASKA "

March 3lst, 1946

Mir Ike P. Taylor
Chief ingineer
Juneau

Dear Sirs

of March follows: :

/

Palmer Roads. fv
Winter maintenance was performed upon the roads, ice picked ind slispery
places sandede .

A lot of snow .211 intermittently, which drifted during nigh winds,
requiring the roads to be plowed out, the milsages on the various routes
being as follows:

The situation report for tha Southwestern district for the month

PA

Route 35-A 4 miles. Route 35-H 92 miles ‘
-B 28 " -J 8 "

‘Ne-F 6 « oJ 16 ” \-G 127 " %5-L 104 “ c

Anchorece Roadse
area .

The roads in the anchorage/were maintained in good condition. Some snow
fell at various times which was cleaned off tne surface and ditcnas cleaned
out. hills and curves were samded and ice picked, particularly in tna
vicinity of chester Creek. .

The road to the Cumpbell airport sas plowed out, to permit settisrs to
cone to towne

ikiilaage plowed out during the month 24 miles

Anchorage- Palmer.

Consistent cold weather kept glaciers active and crws busy picking ice.
Some snow fvll but not enough to bother, except at tha end of the month,
when @ high wind caused the road to block up in the vicinity of the 9 mile
poste

altCoE
1246
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Some busees and cars were stuck for three or four hours, while men were
rustled and a tractor sent out.
after we opened up the road the army cam@ along with two large sno gos and
cleaned aut the cerms.
This is the second time in recent years that the road hus been blocked at
this place. a regular blizzard seems to blow in this section when conditions
are richte
We are very poorly equipped here in Anchorege for such energencies. Usually
wa Gre able te handle most drifts with our motor gradsrs, but scmetimes wa
have to use tractors. as wa have no way of transporting tractors on wheel
trailers tuey have to travel on their own power, which is hard on the tractor
and unsatisfactory cue to the time consumed in travelling.
It would hardly seem advisable to have a snogo standing by for emergencies
wnen it might only be needed for a short period every two years cr so, bdu%

it might be smart to have a small D-4 tractor available, which could Le
loaded on ene cf our freight trucks and moved around to pluces where tractors
are required, both summer and winter.
There is a large number of these tractors available from surplus, end it is
recommended that one be purchased for this areae

The gravelling of the flat et mile 146 was completed during the month, $354
cu yards of gravel being placed.
The construction crew moved camp from Palmer to zklutna, and started in
on the revision at mile 25, grubbing and stripping 1/4 mile of road 100 ft
widee
Cinders were placed upon sliscvery pleces, and culverts thawed out

KeKinlev Park.

lmar Hosler and a few men ere going to McKinley Park on April 16th, to
take care of tne run off and start in takino cere of the road.
McDonald, in charge of the hotels for the alzska Railroad, informed me that
they would like to nave the read oven to mile 66, where they are going to
have a small camp, by Lay 15th, so that they could build up the camp and
have it ready for the opening of the season by June 10th.

Dillinchame

Parts wire finally obtained for the tractor, and the roads opened up on
March 2lst

Glenn Highway.

Glaciers were active, and the smallcrew at Long Lake kept busy keeping ice
off tre roade
\inile considerable snow fell it was not enough to bother travel, except at
the end of the month, when high winds caused snow to drift in several places
making travel heavy, but not closing the roade

Homer e ‘
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Homere

No report has been received from Homer, so it is assumed that everything is
alright in that areae

Anchorare=- Potter road.

Due to heavy snow in the woods, we have not been able to do anything
towards starting surveys. f
While the weather is beginning to warm up in the afternoons, the mornings
have been consistently axax cold, between 5 and ten above, and very little
thawing has taken place.

Kus kokwim.

The overhaul done during the month consistad of completely overhauling
ons “ord truck und two others, less wotorse work was started on one of
the KO tractors.

Arrangements rave veen made to bring Soberg out of Tukotna after the new
man hus arrived end gone over various activities.
It is planned to have both of them go to Flat and overhaul the equipment
in that area.
Ke reports that while the radio is working but up to the 24th of March he
had been unable to contact Flat, and I am informed toduy that a message sent
to him yesterday vie Flat has not ceen delivered. ( april 3rd.) so evicently
no contact has been established.

General.

The office force nas been busy on touting work and reports during the
monthe
The sub project sheets pertaining to the cost accounts were forwarded
during the month.

The surplus property has been keeping two and three man busy most of the
time, at the present time it appeers that we are going to get the following
machinese

1 only 3.4 15 Be. shovel with drasline
g onty {at 52g tragtors boom and ocucket, also
3 ¢ De4 ” shovel f ront
2 * D-8 2 * Cat 66 pull gruders

1 ™ P and H welder
1 * Hobart *

1 * Carryall, 6 yards.

ba



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGS , ALASKA
February 28th, 1946.

wr Ike P. Taylor
Chief zngineer

Juneau

BF

Dear Sirs

The situation report for the month of Feoruary follluws:: GF
Palmer Roads. Vi

Winter maintenance was performed upon the roads, which were in good
conditions

Considerable snow fell during the month, the mileages plowed out being
as followss

Route 35-a 5 miles
~B 156 "
~F iz? =*

~G 74 *

~-H 146 *

~I 30 ”
=J 89 *

Anchorace Roadse

G
L/
G
E

The roads in the Anchorsge area were plowed out several times, hills
and curves sanded, and glaciers picked in the vicinity of Chester Creek.

The mileage of snow plowed out follows:

Route 75 16 miles
e 15<A ‘98 "

Anchorsge~Palmere

Glaciers were particularly active between the Alaska Railroad at mile
146 and the Knik Bridge, requiring continuous work keeping ice off the roade

The usual snow slide came down in the vieinity of the ‘nik %ridge on
January 15th , covering the road in three different places. Cna of the slides was
250 feet long by 8 feot deep, one 2CO feet long by 10 feet deep, und the other 240
feet long by 20 feet deep. This slide was cleared off by the nite of the 17th.

On the morning of the 16th another slide came down, cevering the road
for a distance of 350 feet long and from 2 feet to 6 feet deep. This slide was
cleared out by noon of the same day.

Glaciers were kept off the road, and the road plowed out three times
during the month.

Cinders were placed upon curves and slivpery places

11,020 cu yds of gravel was hauled from the pit at mile 146 during

Kv
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the month across the swamp. It is expected that this work will be completed by
the micdle of Marche .

159 miles of road was plowed out during the month, the surface maintained
and rocks removed from sidehill sections.

Dillinghame

The ttactor has been broken down for some considerable time waiting for
parts from the statese In the meantime snow blockedthhe road and there was no
way of opening ite

Cne small tractor and dozer was available, but the owner said it was too swall
to do any good ard would not tackle the job.

Parts have been rustled from hery and shipped over to Snag Point( mxiiad&
given to avaitor on Larch 9the) which should take care of this situatione

Glenn Hishwaye

Glaciers wsre taken care of and the road plowed out during the month, 284
miles of read being ovened up.

Rocks were removed which fell down on sidehills.
The inside of the garage at mile 88 was lined with celotex, making it much

warmere
This road was in good condition duting the monthe

Homer.

The local roads were raintained and snow removed, i100 miles of road being
opened up, including rcads on the upper benche

There are a few children attending schcol on the hill. The school teacher inia&
informed Sholin that they were not particularly interusted in tne road oeing kept
open for uuto traffic, as the children all travelled to school on Ski's.

' Kus kokvin.

Soberg and one mechanic worked overhauling equipment during tne monthe
irs Soberg left. for the states, leaving Ralph available for work on the

Russian River-domer road, if required, and we are able to get someone to replece him
at Takotnae

Guneral.

The office forces have oeen busy on routine work and gathering data for repcrts.
Donald Brown errived tne middle of the month, reporting to work on the 18th

when Kiss Secker was luid off.
Gniglione, Coats and Peterson workirg on the surplus property board and

investigating equipment and property which we hope to acquire to prosecute our constr=
uction programs this sumnere

So fur we do not ssem to be making much progress. Miners seem to nave the first
priority on equipment, and a large part of the first shipment from the aleutians,

which hus not arrivad to date, altho due early in February, is ear marked for winers
in the Fairbanks area.

Most of the equipment lookeda at needs repairs. Some outfits around town picked
up some of the best D-cs before .wa started in. It is reported that some of these were

picked up the moment they were declared surplus.
Some items shovm as good on the classified list are in very pocr shape, and every

thing has to be ins :ected carefully so tnat we know we are getting stuff we can uses

MeCesidmunds, Sup't
b LEDwy. “3 r

E


