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SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for November, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska.

1. By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads.

On Saturday November 11lth, a lignt rain started falling, changing to
snov mixed with rain, which continued intermittently until late Saturday night.
This precipitation froze uzon hitting the ground, resvlting in a hazardous icy
condition on all roads in the Anchorage-Valley area. Sanding crews started work
late Saturday afternocn and worked continuously until Monday morning, in order
that the roads would be in a safe condition for the ionday morning school and
business traffic. lionday evening, the 13th, a wind started blowing and by Tues-
day morning winds with gusts in excess of 45 miles velocity rendered sanding
operations useless. The press and radio stations were notified of the hazardous
condition of the roads and the motoring public warned to use svery precaution

in driving.

lo work other than sanding was requifed to keep the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month.

b. Potter Road.

Potter Road remained in good condition throughout the month with no
maintenance work necessary.

C. gpenérd and Sand Lake Roads.

The freezing rain which fell on the 11th caused extremely hazardous
conditions on the new pavement on Spenard Road, and this portion was heavily
sanded several times to minimige the condition. A few minor accidents occurred
in the vicinity of Romig #ill grade, and considerable adverse publicity was
given by both press and radio over the lack of adecuate safeguards on this grade.
Investigation of each accident disclosed that in every case the fault lay not in
the hazardous condition of the road, but with the condition of the driver.

Py
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Mr., Ghiglione December 6, 1950

The only maintenance performed during the month was the sanding of
icy roads as required.

d. Glenn Highway. C

The rain which fell during the 1lth on the lower elevations changed
to snow on the upper reaches of the Glenn Highway, reaching a maximum depth of
3 inches st ifile 77 and 8 inches at iZile 123, Snow removal was performed on this

poertion of the road.

Exceptionally high tides occurring the l4th, augmented by high winds,
raised the water level across the iklutna Flats to such an extent tnat the water
rose to within 3 feet of the road surface. This high water saturated the fill
around the elephant hut culvert crossing the dklutna Power Plant tail race at
Mile 26 and the receding tide caused such a rush of water through the culvert
that the saturated fill gave way on the up-stream end of the pipe, resulting in
a large cavity under the east bound traffic lane, with the pavement supported by
an arch of approximately 2 feet of frozen gravel. Barricades were immediately
placed diverting all traffic on to the west bound lane, and the cavity was back
filled with gravel, the first repair being completed by the evening of tcvember
2nd. On the 23rd another high tide, further increased by an 85 to 90 mile gale,
agein saturated the new fill causing further subsidance. Heavy rock riorap secured
from The Alaska Railrocad gquarry at zZlklutna was used to back fill this second cavity,
with a topping of gravel tamped wrder the pavement section to fill the interstices
in the coarse riprap and provide a uniform support urnder the paved section. No
further difficulty has been experienced since the repair was completed.

Heavy sanding of all icy sections on the Glenn Highway was accomplished
between November 1lth and November 24th, oy which time most of the ice had been
cut over the pavement by traffic.

Glaciers formed at several locations along the Glenn Highway, with
those at !foose Creek Hill and 77 iiile giving considerable difficulty in their
control, the ice reaching on the pavement through these sections. Steam points
were used to thaw a channel under the ice for water seeping fram the banks. This
has proven fairly successful, with the majority of the seepage flow now collecting
and flowing under the insulating blanket of ice into the gutters and through the
culverts. It was impossible to collect all the water by tnis method and some chip-
ping was required to keep the pavement free of ice at these locations.

Dismantling of the old Matanuska River Bridge was begun on the first
of the month, with all pile bents and false work completed and the bridge jacked
up by November 7th. The high winds during the month forced cessation of activity
for a total of 8 days, but all superstructure steel was removed and stored at the
site by the end of the month. It is estimated that another week's work will cam—

plete the dismantling of this bridge. :

A detour road one-half mile in length was constructed around the Eklutna
Bridge by government forces, for use of the contractor during the construction of

_the new bridge across this stream,
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e, Anchorage Depoct.

A sand dryinz bin was erected at the depot early in the month to pro-
vide 2 supply of dry sand for spreading on iey roads, as it was found that spread-
ing of damp or frozen sand was extremely difficult.

Construction operations were started on a combination sign and carpenter
shop adjacent to the new warm storage building, a surplus Pacific hut being used
for this purpose. The 90 mile gale early in the morning of sov~mber 23rd com-
pletely demolished the tent in which the sign shop was previousiy installed, and
caused collapse of the new shop urder erection. The paint shop was temporarily
moved into one of the quonset hut barracks, and repairs were made to the new paint
shop, with construction approximately 50% completed by the end of the month.

f. Valley Roads.

Several inches of snow fell on the Mountain Roads above the Little
Susitna River during the storm of the 1llth, the snow removal required to the old
Road Commission camp site. Several glaciers fcrmed through this same area, re-
quiring considerable maintenance to keep the road free of ice. 3Blasting was re-
quired to prevent scme of taese glaciers from blocking tne road.

Snow was removed to the Independence Mine on the 15th, with the mining
company being oilled for ths work performed.

h. Sterling Hizhway.

The fall freeze-up which was early in other parts of the Anchorage
District, was delayed scmewhat on the Kenai Feninsula and it was possiole to blade
the rcads in good shape with the motor graders before the freeze-up occurred, with
no work required in maintenance after the freeze-up.

4. Cantwell Roads.

During the early part of the month a tote road was constructed on
center line around the Jack River bluffs between iiile 3 and .iile 4 of the
Cantwell-iicKinley Park Survey. Clearing and stripping was campleted and grading
approximately 753 completed from Y¥ile O to iile 2. All field work was shut down
by November 17th by heavy snows., 18 inches of snow was on the ground by the end
of the month, with frost penetrating aprroximately 30 inches. The lowest temper-
ature recorded during the month at Cantwell was -31°,

Work was in progress throughout the month on the installation of in--
sulation and the radiant heating system in the garage, with finish carpentry
completed in the new mess hall.

J« Farm Roads.

The later freeze-up on the Kenai Peninsula permitted farm road work to
be continued well into the month, with some work being possible after freeze-up,
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Clearing, stripping and grading of the North Kenai Road was extended
0.3 miles, with gravel surfacing applied on 3.0 miles of this road constructed
last year. The Anchor2River Road was completed by the application of 0.3 miles

of gravel surfacing., ,

The very favorable construction season just past has resulted in the
completion of a rather extensive farm road program in the Anchorage District,
with many of the rcads being constructed considerably below the preliminary
estimate. Sufficient funds remained in the farm road allotment after completion
of the balance of the program, tl.at it was possible to perform clearing and strip-
ping this fall of two roads on the Kenai Peninsula which were not scheduled for con-
struction until next season. Clearing and stripping was accomplished on,4 miles (0O
of the Deep Creek road netween Homer and Ninilchik to serve five homesteads in
the Deep..Creek area. Clearing and stripping was also extended 0.5 miles on the
Homer Zast Hill Road.

2, By Contract:

a. Glenn B-l, Contract Nho. I-arc—4161.

No construction work was performed on this contract during the month,
with engineering forces continuing with final X-sections in the field and computing
quantities in the office. Field work was discontinued and the rPalmer iiess Hall
shut down on Hovember 24th. Final field X-sections were completed between Stations
2,021 and 2,355 and between 2,374 and 2,516, Final X-sections were plotted and
planimetered and earthwork quantities computed on approximately 753 of the total
job, with overhaul computed on 68% of the contract.

b. Glenn B-2, Contract No. I-arc-4211.

Final touching up of the areas graded during October was accomplished
by the contractor on November 1, with no construction operaticns performed after
that date.

One field enginecring party re-ran check levels on bench marks between
Mile 110 and 124, this work being completed on the 17th of November, and the field
crew was brought into Palmer for the winter season.

¢. Anchorasze Warehouse Addition, Contract No. I-are-4272.

Fair progress was made by the contractor on the interior work in the
of fice addition to the warehouse, with partitions completed and all finish electri-
cal and plumbing work installed. Delay in delivery of the thermopane windows pre-
vented completion of this project in Wovember. This phase of work and final paint-
ing is all that remains to complete the contract.

d. DIklutna Bridege, Contract No. I-are-4299.

Work performed by the contractor on this bridge consisted of rock ex-
cavation in- preparation for the east pier, with this work completed and operations
discontinued on November 8th.

-
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3. Weather,

Weather generally continued cold throughout the month with a minimum tem—
perature at Anchorage of -9°. Temperatures rose to 32° for a short period during
the 1llth, with the temperature rise accompanied by light rain changing to inter-
mittent snow and rain. Hizh winds, ranging in velocities from 30 to 35 miles per
hour with occasional gusts in excess of 45 miles per hour began blowing on Monday,
November 13th and died out Tuesday, Hoveiber l4th. ‘iinds came »p again on the
evening of Wednesday, November 22nd, wita velocities in excess of 90 miles an hour
during Thursday, Hovember 23 and dying out by the evening of Friday, November 24th.

L. Miscellaneous.

Kr. Rivenes, District zZngineer, and Mr. Peterson, District kechanic, made
an inspection trip of roads in the Kenai Peninsula, leaving Anchorage, Tuesday,
November 2Sth, and returning Thursday, November 30th.

Q;Zlgz f€€22»;>,14z<7

T. I. Rivenes,.
District Engineer

R
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SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for October, 1950, Anchorage District,
Ancharage, Alaska.

l. By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads.

Drainage of raadside ditches alongz Fireweed Lane has long been a
serious problem., The gradual increase in subdivision and home counstruction
between Potter Road and Spenard lLane during which driveways and subdivision

streets were constructed promiscuously merely by filling the roadside ditches, {.3\3
has gradually aggravated this condition until it became necessary to take (N
drastic steps to alleviate this situation. New and deeper drainage ditches \\-
were corstructed dwing the month, and culverts installed under driveways and =
subdivision rcad intersections, the property owners involved bearing the cost (s

of the pipe required in installaticn of driveway culverts, and the Alaska Rcad
Commission securing and installing the necessary pipes at subdivisicn road inter-
sections., No provision mas ever been made for cross drainage from Fireweed lLane,
with the result that in spring thaw water has stayed in the rcadside ditches until
it gradually seeped inte the ground., It will probably be necessary in the future
to construct an adequate drainage system, which may require acquisition of ease-
ments through private property for a drain ditch to carry the surface water to
the lower growd along Chester Creek. At the present time, however, an experiment
is being tried, of digging a sump hole at the low spot in the rcadside drainage
ditch, carrying the sump into the underlying gravels with boulders secured from
crusher rejects at Wells' gravel pit, in an attempt to expedite percolation of
surface water.

Routine grader maintenance was performed on the balance of the local
roads, with all ditches and culverts cleaned and marked for winter freeze-up.

b. Potter Road.

Crushed gravel surfacing was applied on the new roadway fill between
the south city limits of Anchorage and Fireweed lane, aporoximately 2,000 cubic
yards of crushed material being required for this purpose. Maintenance with
motor grader was performed on the balance of Potter Rcad during the month.

i
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¢. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

Several driveway culverts were imstalled umer new residential drive-
ways on Spenard Road during the month. Gravel shoulders along the pavement were
dressed up and shaped just before freeze-up, which occurred unseasonably early
this year. Sand Lake amd Sand Lake Loop Roads were caught by the freeze-up be-
fore the final blading and shaping of these rocads was accomplished, resulting in
their being frozen in a rather rough cordition. An effort was made to blade these
roads to alleviate this condition but the inordinantly low temperatures had frozen
the surface to such an extent that the blades could not touch the surface,

d. Glenn Highway.

A short sag developed in the east lane of pavement at Mile 13.3 on the
sharp curve approaching the Lagie River Bridge, similar to that which occurred
on Spenard Road at Romig Hill earlier in the season. This depression was filled
with plant mix swfacing secured froam the plant orerated by the S13th Aviation
Engineer Battalion at rort Richardson. The cooperation which has been given the
Road Commission this season by the officers and men of the military engineers
stationed at Fort Richardson, particularly the 925th Zngineering Aviation group
and the 813th Aviation ingineer Battalion, in furnishing equipment, men, and supplies
for use in emergency patching projects has been very gratifying, as it has made it
possible to complete work which otherwise could not have been accomplished befare
next spring.

Shoulders and ditches were shaped and dressed on the campleted Glenn A
contract between Anchorage and Palmer, with all shoulders in good condition at
the freeze-up,

MeLaughlin Inc., contractors on the Section B-1l of the Glenn Highway,
closed down construction operations on October 14, and this section was taken
over for winter maintenance at that time. The contractor left the rcadway in
good condition, and only routine maintenance was required during the balance of
the month. Several inches of snow fell on the higher elevations of Section B=l1
during the storm which occurred in the middle of the month, with 25 miles of snow
removal required to keep the road épen to traffic.

A request was received from the Bureau of Reclamation for the ditching
and winter maintenance of the rklutna Lake Road between the Glenn Highway at Mile 27,
and Eklutna Lake. The existing road was twnarrow to permit the construction of
adequate drainage ditches and it was necessary to widen the roadway approximtely
5 feet for 7 miles of the total of 10 miles of this road. An HD=19 tractor and
dozer and Adams Motor Grader‘moved in and began widening and ditching operations
on October 18, the work being completed on October 27,
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The approach £ill to the new Matanuska River Bridge was constructed
with quantities in excess of 4,800 cubic yards of gravel being required for
this purpose. This work was caupleted and the bridge opened to traffic on
i1e evening of October 23. '

Repairs to the approach lane at the east end of the Knik River Bridge
were made during the month. Repairs were also made to the deck of the Hagle
River Bridge, several of the deck planks having been broksn due to traffic
vibration.

Pipe and wire fences were installed in the ditch section on Mocse
Creek grade at Mile 54 and in sections between Mile 71 and 72, to prevent the
large rocks and boulders ravelling from the cut slopes from reaching the pave-
ment.,

e. Anchorage Depot.

The heating system was installed in the warm storage building dwur ing
the month, with work on this building now completed and the building ready for
use,

A stock pile of approximately 300 cubic yards of sand for sanding of
icy roads was prepared in the depot yard. As this sand was wet when brought in,
several pipes were laid in the lower part of the stock pile and an experiment was
made for the thawing and drying of the sand by driving the blast of a flame thrower
into these pipes. This experiment was only moderately successful, and would prob-
ably be too slow a process for drying the amount of sand which might be required
in an emergency, and a 20 cubic yard bunker is being set up, with a system of stean
coils under a 3/8" screen to heat and dry the frozen or wet mterial, The bunker,
after being filled with dry-sand, will be covered with a canvas tarp to prevent
precipitation from again wetting the contents.

f. Valley Roads.,

All Valley Roads were in good condit ion for the freeze-up. Snow fences
were installed at several strategic lccations where the worst drifting has occurred
in the past. The brush resoval and raising of the road grade in many sections of
Valley Roads during the past season has made posszible the elimination of snow fences
required at these locations in the past, with these extra fences being available
for reinforcement at those points where the worst drifting occurs.
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g. Mountain Roacs.

Hatcher Summit was closed by snow during the storm which occurred in
the high mountain regicn on October 4ih through 5th, which closed the road over
the summit for the winter, Snow removal was required between Little Susitna
Bridge and the highway camp after the storm vhich occurred around the middle
of the month, a total of 10 miles of snow removal being required to keep the
road open to this point.

Snow was removed to the Independence Mine on the 20th of the month, with
the mine owner paying the cost of the work done.

h. Sterline Highway.

Work on the Sterling Highway during the month consisted of regrading
and widening the swampy areas which had showed subsidance, placing gravel sur—
facing, and shaping the rcadway in preparaticn for crushed rock surfacing. This
work was complete with rcadway ready for crushed gravel between Mile 1 at Henton
and Mile 41 at Kenal Juncticn; and on the Kemi Spur between Kenai Juncticn and
Kenai, a distance of 11 miles.

All construction on the Sterling Highway was clecsed down on October 31,
except for a =mall crew working on sloping the high cut banks between Mile 1 and

Mile 3. . e
. \ e A;Q—-U ’:
i. Flat Roads. : J vy ot ot !
2 Ny IaO
Work was continued on the installation of the warm | storage, building 1&#“"{
until October & when operztions were shut down for the winter. All roads in 1*““CJ5.
the Flat area were in fair condition at the end of the season. Foreman Alderson g .=
has taken annual leave Qutside, with a relief operator left in his place for “g}tr'

emergency maintenance of the Flat Airport.

J. Dillingham Roads.

Considerable rain fell in the Dillingham area during the month, re-
quiring considerable maintenance in filling of chuck hHoles which were constantly
developing during the wet weather. It was possible, howvever, by keeping the
motor grader working constantly during the dry weather to keep the roads in fair
shape, The grade was raised in the approaches to the Scandinsvia Creek Bridge,
also gravel fills on either side of the swampy area at Klondike Creek. .During
the periods of heavy rainfall, the time was spent in overhauling equipment in
the shop, with the Sno-go completely overhauled and painted, and a cab 1nstalled
on the D-7 tractor,
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k. Bethel Roads.

N4
The early freeze-up at Bethel found the rads infair condition for
the winter.

Repairs were made to the Bethel Airport under an allotment authorized
by the Territorial Board of Aeronautics. This work was started just before
freezing weather set in, with frost extending approximtely 3 inches into the
ground, by the time the vwork was completed. Should no unseasonable thaws occur
this will leave the airpert in excellent comdition for the winter.

Work continued on construction of the Hill Road until the freeze-up.

1. Kodiak Roads.

Grader maintenance was perfarmed several times on Kodiak roads during
the month to have them in good condition for the freeze-up.

One of the surplus quonset huts at Fort Abercranbie was blocked up
and prepared for moving to the ARC station site,

m. McKinlev Park Roads.

Work at McKinley Park during October consisted of completing the bulk-
head and setting up the crusher in the gravel pit at Mile 11, with the station
closed on October 24.

n. Cantwell Roads. ‘

Work contimied on construction of the Cantwell-Paxson Road during the
month, with clearing and stripping completed and a pioneer road pushed through
to the Brushkana River av Mile 32, 4 20' X 25' timber bridge was constructed
across Fish Creek at Mile 7.05, with approaches backfilled and the bridge opened
to traffic. The roadway has been completed with pit run gravel surfacing applied
to Mile 10, Portions of road are completed between Mile 10 and Mile 20, w1th a
total of 18.9 miles of raadway grading completed.

Work continued on construction of the garage, with the concrete pour
for the pipe trenches and floor completed during the month., Temperatures ranging
fram 30° above to O° required the use of heat to prevent the concrete from freezing.
This has been accomplished with the radiant heating system installed in the floor,
by connecting each section of pipe as it is installed into the hot water circu-
latory system.

The location party urder Locating Sngineer Grammer completed the pre-
liminary surveys to and including the Susitna River crossing at Mile 60. In the
return trip, moving camp supplies and equipment back to Cantwell, the towing D-8
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tractor broke down at the Brushkana River crossing and the crew was brought
into Cantwell by Dodge power wagon.

The survey party under'Mr. Evancoe completed the Cantwell-McKinley
Park east side survey, and ir. ivancoe returned tc Anchorage on October 24.

0. Homer Roads.

Routine grader maintemance was performed on the Homer Rcads during
the month with culverts and draimage ditches cleaned and marked.

p. Farm Roads.

Farm Road construction in the Anchorage area consisted of- campleting
the construction of the Huffman Road begun last month, with an additional 1.5
miles cleared and stripped and 3.0 miles graded. The Birch Road, connecting
Huffman Road with O'llalley Road 3 miles east of Potter Road, was cleared and
stripped for 1.0 miles and graded for 0.5 miles, Grading consisting of gravel
£i1]l was completed on an additional C,1 miles of the Dowling Road, vith the early
freeze-up preveming ccmpletion of construction of this road. The Woodland Park
Roads (Utah and Lois 4venues) were regraded to Alaska Road Commission standards
and gravel surfaced for a total of 1.3 miles. The Bentti Road in the Matanuska
Valley was completed by the clearing, stripping, and grading of an additional
0.1 mile of rcad. Access raads were constructed to the lountain View School,
with a total of 0.5 miles of roadway being cleared, stripped, graded and gravel
surfaced,

The East Kenai Farm Road, graded last month, was gravel surfaced during
October for a total of 0.6 miles.,

2. By Contract:
a. Glenn B-l, Contract I-arc-.161.

MecLaughlin Inc., contractor on this section of the Glenn Highway,
was successful in completing the rough grading and placing of gravel base
course to Mile 102 before the freeze-up, on October 14. RC~3 asphalt pavement »

~owlwes completed from Mile 48 to Kile 84.5 and from iile 95 to iile 102, with seal

coat applied to the pavement from Mile 48 to Mile 62. All agzregates necessary
for completion of the plant mixed surfacing and seal coat were processed and
stockpiled for use after operations are resumed next spring. All construction
operations were shut down on October 14, with engineering forces continuing
work throughout the month on final X-sections,

&



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

XUSEAUOBIASKA

Mr, Ghiglione November 8, 1950 p.7

b. Glenn B=2, Contract J-arc-4211.

Babler Brothers and Rogers, contractors on Section B-2, commenced
operations on this section late in the month, consisting of roadway excavation
and embankment between Mile 138.5 and 146.3. Approximstely 16% of the grading
between these limits was completed before the freeze-up farceu cessation of
activities on October 31.

c. Anchorage Varehouse Addition, Contract I-arc-4272.

The cemesto board for finishing of the interior walls and partitioné
of the warehouse addition were received late in the month, and tae contractor
canpleted installation of the interior walls by the end of the month.

d. Bridges, Contract I-arc-4272.

Clean-up work on the Matanuska River Bridge was completed by the
contractor early in the month, and the gravel fill approaches were placed by
government forces and the bridge opened to traffic the evening of October 23.

e. Savage River Bridge, Contract I-arc-4274.

Breeden and Smith Company, contractors on the Savage River Bridge,
completed driving of all piling for the bridge. Concrete pour was completed
in abutment No. 2, except for the parapet and wing walls; and 4 feet of pier
No. 1 was poured before cold weather forced the shut down of activities on
October 10, '

3. Weather,

Light rains fell in Anchorage on October Ath and 5th turning to snow
in the higher elevations. Rain mixed with smow fell on Tuesday, October 10,
with cloudy weather predominating during the first half of the month. The
first heavy frost in Anchoragze occurred ifonday, October 16, with the latter
half of the month contihuing with unseasonably cold weather, temperatures
seldom being above freezing during the day and hovering near 0° at night.
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4. Miscellaneous.

Mr. Thoralf I, Rivenes arrived in Anchorage on October 1.

Col. John R. Noyes arrived in Anci'nrage on October 4, returning to
Juneau on October 6.

¥r. Rivenes and Mr. Hatchett made a tour of inspection of the Cantwell
job on October 16, returning to Anchorage October 17, with Mr. Rivenes proceeding
to Juneau on QOctober 22,

Mr, Wm. J. Niemi proceeded to Juneau on October 23 to assume his new
duties as Chief, Operations Division.

¥Mr. Rivenes returned to Anchorage from Juneau on October 31 to assume
his new duties as District Zngineer, Anchorage District.

PO A v

T. I. Rivenes, !
District Engineer

CEA: ntm
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SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for September, 1950, Anchorage District,
' Anchorage, Alaska.

l. By Governmnent Forces.

a. Anchorage Roads.

The old pavement on Fourth Avenue FExtension to Fort Richardson,
on which no maintenance has been performed since its completion, has showm
sizns of depreciation this season, with many small deep potholes and several
large badly broxen areas developed. In cooperation with the Aviation Engineers
who furnished the plant mixed surfacing and equipment, including compressor
and pavement spades, a new caterpillar grader, and roller, aRC forces effected.
repairs to this pavement. l/ork of patching was started early in the month,
but mechanical difficulties with the srmy's asphalt mixing plant preverted
completion until the end of the month, It is hoped that a sealccat may be
applied to the remaining unsealed pavement, to provide a wearing surface and
prevent further deterioration; this work, if done, will also be in cooperation
with the ingineers.

Work was completed on the lulkhead repairs to the Fourth Avenue
‘bridge across Ship Creelk., However, settlement of the apprcach fill occurred
at both ends of the bridge, and these sags were leveled up with plant-mixed
surfacing secured from the Engineers hot plant.

Brush has been encroaching on the drainage ditches of Fireweed
Lane between Potter Road amd Svenard Road, causing the drainage ditches to be
ineffectiveé. This brush was removed, drainage ditches constructed, and drive-
way culverts installed to correct the drainage condition. Ditches and culverts
were also cleaned on the Step-and-a~Half Road preparatory to the winter freezeun.

Advantage was taken of the heavy rain which occurred early in the
month to deep blade all corrugated gravel roads, while the material was wet
enough to compact thoroughly under the traffic., Only occasional maintenance
with the motor graders has been required since that time to keep the roads in
-excellent condition,
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b. Potter Road.

Crushed gravel surfacing was completed on Potter Road between
Fireweed Lane and Potter. 1In cleaning up tie stockpiled crushed gravel, con-
siderable coarse uncrushed gravel becane loaded into the trucks with the crushed
material. It was necessary bLefore final lay down of the surfacing to soread
the loose gravel and work the coarse material to the surface, from where it was
drifted off the shoulders with the blades. This work, fortunately, was completed
Just before the heavy rain with the result trat a much better job of processing
and laying of the crushed material was effected than would have been the case
had the material been laid dry.

On Gambell Strect, between the South city limits of Anchorage and
Pireweed Lane, the steep grades extending into the Chester Creek Swamp from:the
highlands on either side have presented a sericud hazard to traffic since the
construction of tlds road, due to the sharp vertical curves ard short sight dis-
tance =existing at the tops of the grades. This situation was corrected by cut~
ting down the crest of the hill at the south grade approach, removing the old
bridge across Chester Creek, which was replaced with a 10-foot by 50-foot elephant
hut. culvert, amd raising the road to grade across the creek avproximately 6 feet.
Right~of-way problems prevented similar treatment at the north approach and it
was necessary to construct a heavy gravel f£ill at this end in order to ease the
verticasl curve and improve the sight distance. The entire £ill across the Chester
Creek Swanp was raised approximately 3 feet and the roadway was widened to the
28-foot through raad standard.

It is believed by this office that this portion of the Seward o
Highway, mileage of which has been included in Houte 75 in the past, shculd be i % '4
included with Route 75~P. Unless instructions to the contrary are received from /A5

the Headquarters Office, this road will be so treated in the anmual report..

All culverts and ditches on Potier Road were cleaned and slopes
dressed, and culverts marked in preparation for the winter season.

¢. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

The bridge across Campbell Creek on the Campbell Station Road
began to show seriocus deterioration in the decking. Several broken planks in
the old deck were removed and replaced, and the entire bridge deck re-covered
with material salvaged from the old Feters Creek Bridge.

Several culverts were installed on the Campbell Station Road to
improve the drainage conditions which have resulted in the development of mud
holes diring the spring break-up pericd in the past, and ditches were cleaned
and deepened where neeessary to effect drainage. Ditches and culverts were
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cleaned and marked on Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Road, and several driveway
culverts installed to improve drainage and prevent the ponding of water during
the spring break-up. Occasional maintenance with motor graders kept the recad
surface in good condition during the month.

d. Glenn Highwav.

Ylork performed by government forces on the Glenn Highway con-
sisted of blading the roadway between iile 102 and !file 124, clearing sluffed
rogk from the roadway, clearing ditches and cleaning and marking culverts.

~ Considerable damage was done to the Caribou Creek Bridge at
Mile 107 by an Alaska Freight Lines truck on September 9. The truck went out
of control while descending the steep grade approaching the bridge from the
east, and in attempting to negotiate the sharp curve on to the bridge, the
trailer side-swiped the mzin truss member at the northeast corner of the bridge,
then careened from side to side of the bridge before coming to a complete stop,
A report of the accident with photographs and regquisitions for replacement mex—
bers has been forwarded to the Headaquarters Office.

e, Anchorage Depot.

The warm storage building was painted during the month, and a
chimney installed. Installation of the heater will complete the alterations
- to this building and make it ready for use.

The heavy rains which occurred during the 12, 13, and 1) showed
drainage facilities from the parking lot in front of the warehouse to be in~
adequate, and a wide rlat diten was constructed from the edge of tle paved
parking apron to the main drainage ditch along the south side of the warehocuse,
to correct this condition.

The new 7%’Ton C—-2 Federal wrecker was received from Army Surplus
and it was found tnat all the major accessories and equipment on the wrecker
had never had the original coating of preservative removed, with the accessories
still in their origimal packing crates. Repairs necessary to put this salvaged
equipment into operation corsisted of cleaning off tie protective coating,
applying paint and installing one 12 volt storage battery. The D=6 Caterpillar
tractor also secured from salvage can be put into operation with minor repairs
and adjustments. Several other minor items of equipment and shop tools were
secured from salvage.

f. Valley Roads.

Road side brush removal was accomplished on an additional four
miles on Route 35-B, and favorable weather conditions permitted burning of the

2
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majority of the brush removed du‘lng the previous:-summer months. ‘ork per-
formed on Valley oads this season in brushing and ditching alone, has created
a remarkable change in the appearance of the rads and the attitude of the

Valley residents.

Only routine grac-r maintenance was reoulred to keep the Valley
Roads in good condition through the month.

g. Mountain Rozds.

Light snows fell on the ;‘ountain Roads between the 12th and 14th
of the month, but presented no serious difficulty in keeping them open, to
traffic.

. Deep ditching was undertaken at several places in an attempt to
minimize the washing which has proven detrimental at these points during the
past. Culverts were cleaned and rarked, with a few culverts being re-layed
to a deeper grade.

Orly minor maintenance has been: reqplred to keep the Mountain

Roads in good condition, since several of the mines closed down operations
during the month and heavy hauling has lessened considerably.

h. Sterlins Hishway.

: Formal opening ceremonies of the Sterling Highway were held'at
the Kenai River Bridge on Septerber 6, 1950 with many celebraties and civic
officials participating in the program, and a crowd of more than 500 people
in attendance,

Construction. work on the Sterling Highway during September con-—
sisted of grading and shaping of 18 miles between the Kenai Junction and lioose
River, preparatory to placing crushed rock surfacing. Between Stariskey Creek
and Diamond Creek on the Homer section of the road, considerable subsidance
occurred in the swampy areas, with heavy filling recuired to tring this section
to standard width and grade. Crushed gravel surfacing was placed and processed
on 2.5 miles of the road. Shoulders were shaped, ditches graded, and culverts
cleaned and niarked on the completed sections of the roadway.

i. Flat Roads.

General maintenance was perfarmed on Flat Roads during the month
with ditches graded and culverts cleaned and marked., The bridge over the old
Miscovich Mine ditch, wiiich collapsed last month, was recorstructed over the
newly constructed mine ditch. The warm storaze building secured from surplus
was moved to the maintenance station site, and preparation for its use as a
warm storage building was practically completed during the month,

1
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/ t ‘

Maintenance work for the summer season on the Takotna Roads was
completed, and the camp closed down on September 21. 4ll rcads in the Takotna
area were in fair condition at the end of the season, although heavy traffic
between Sterling Landing and Lgnnwell hlas damaged gravel surfacing placed
earlier tihis spring, and it will probably be necessary to regravel portions
of this section next spring before heavy hauling is resumed. All culverts
were cleaned and marked and ditches in general were graded. There are several
miles of rocadway upon which brush has encroacned into tne ditches so badly
that ditches in tanis section could not be graded. Clearance of this brush
is slated for high priority earlv in the 1951 season.

k. Dillinrzham Roads.

No report has been received from Foreman Palmer at Dillingham.

1, Bethel Roads. .
Heavy rains occurring in the Bethel area early in the month made
constant maintenance necessary during this period. Construction of the new
road, Route 92-i3, continued, with all fill material being hauled from the
,gravel pit at the beach. To expedite the progress of the vwork, a D-4 Cater-
pillar tractor with bull dozer was rented locally. As this road is all located
through a permafrost area, it was neepassary to keep the trucks on the fill at
" all tines during construction, which required the construction of %urnarounds
at.frequent intervals, materially slowing the progress of the work. Grading
was completed on the 24th of the morth. :

m. Kodiak Rocads.

Routine maintenance was verformed on Kodizk Roads during the
month, with gravel being hauled to fill soft spots as they deveioped. Ditches.
were graded end culverts cleaned and marked in preparation for the winter season.

n. Talkeetna Reads.

Maintenance work on Talkeetna Roads was completed during the
month and the crew under ¥oreman !fulvaney returned to Anchorage on the 23rd.
All roads were in fair shape at the end of the season, with ditches graded
and alverts marked snd cleaned.
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o. McKinley Park Roads.

Only a minimum of blading was required to keep the roads in fair
condition during the month, with culverts cleaned and staked to lile 12, The
Three-liake Trail was cleared of new growth of brush for twe miles, and brush
cleared and deep ruts filled on three miles of the Savage Rier Trail.

Grading of the line changes was completed and bridges constructed
at Mile 3.5, 12.8, 19.5, 19.6 and 20.4, with gravel back fill completed and
bridges opened to trarfic., Slightly in excess of 1500 aibic yards of gravel
fill were required in the construction of these changes.

Concrete aggregates were hauled to the Savage River Bridge site
for use by the contractor in construction of the abutments for this bridge.
Work was continued setting up the. rock crusher, with construction of the bulk-
head for the primary feed well underway.

p. Cantwell Roads.

Construction of the Cantwell-Paxson Road continued during the

month, with the stripping crew working from camp located at iile 23.5, Stripping
work has been extended to liile 26, with grading completed on an additional 2.75

miles of road, and gravel surfacing placed on 3 miles.

The mess hall and dormitory was completed amd occupied on the
26th of September, with carpenter crews continuing work on insulating wanigans,
installing quonset huts at the permanent camp, and installing insulation and

floor in the garage building.

Under Locating Ingineer Grammer, the advance location party moved
to a camp located at !lile 50, A D-8 Caterpillar Tractor, replacing the TD-14,
is working with the advance crew and constructing an airfield at the new camp
site. The survey party under ir. Zvancoe moved into camp at Carlo late in the
month, with the preliminary swvey of the (,am:well—l cKinley Park east line
completed between Mile 6 and iile 16,

q. Homer Roads.

Work on Homer Roads consisted of widening and gravelling 1.6 miles
of the iWest Hill Road and regravelling the East End Road east of Fritz Creek.

Two 6,000 gallon fuel tanks were installed at the Homer dock and
a 4,000 gallon gasolme tank was installed at the depot.. Routine grader main-
tenance was performed on the balance of the Homer itocads, with ditches graded
and culverts cleaned and marked, in preparation for the winter season.

Ty
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r. Farm Roads, /

Favorable construction conditions, particularly in the 4nchorage
area, made it possible to complete all Earm Road projects originally approved
for construction, with funds and time permitting construction of a considerable
additional mileage of roads, t-1ilt in the order of priorities set up in the
spring program. Grading of 2.5 miles of O'Malley Load conpleted the projects
estimated for this season, Additional construetion this month included c¢learing,
stripping and grading of 0.1 mile on the Bentti Road; a%sl clearing and stripring,
grading and surfacing of 2.6 miles on the iish Creek Road; and clearing and
stripping of 1.5 miles on the Huffman toad. IFarm Road work in the Henai sector
includes clearing, strioping and grading of 0.6 miles of the Zast Xenai Road;
and clearing, stripping and grading of C.5 miles of the Ancha River Road, with
gravel surfacing placed on 3,2 miles of this road,

2. By Contract.

a. Glenn A.

vlork was completed on this project during the month and the job
accepted by the Eureau of Public Roads.

b. Glenn B-l, Contract I—-arc-i161.

Rough grading was in progress along Long Lake Grade between

~ Stations 2,006 and 2,083 and through thé tiuddy Creek area, Stations 2,251 to
2,443, Crusher base course has been completed to Staticn 2,000 and between
Station 2,450 and Station 2,850,

No pavement was laid during the month as the contractor was
moving and setting up his plant at the new location. Pavement has been can-
pleted to Staticn 1,007.

c. Glenn B-2, Contract I-arc-/211,

" The skeleton engineering crew continued working on office and
field design, and no construction operations have commenced on this project.

d. %arehouse Addition, Contract I-arc-4272.

. The contractor has completed installation of all insulation, and
laying of the sub-floor. Due to an oversight in design, a minor revision was
necesaary in the installation of several electrical outlets. Delay in delivery
of thermapane windows has required the contractor to install temporary plexi-
glass windows,
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e, Bridges.

Contract I—arc~427h.

Construction was completed on the lLatanuska Hiver Bridge at the
end of the month, with only clean-up work remaining on the contract., Seversl
boxes of dardelet bolis consigned for this job were never received, and to
conplete the assembly of the bridge, the contractor secured boltis fron Seattls
and shipped them to Anchorage by air freight late in the month. Construction
of the bridge aporoaches will be campleted early in October and the bridge
opened to traffic.

Savage River Bridge, Contract I-arc-4284.

Driving of piling was completed on asbutment No, 2, forms and
reinforcement steel were set and the abutment opoured. Files were driven for
piers 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and excavations completed [or abutmert ijo. l.

3. Weather.

The weather has been mild with cloudy weather predominating. 4
heavy rain fell during the 12, 13, and l4th of the month.

L. Miscellaneous.

Colonel John R. Noyes, Comrdssioner of Roads for Alaska, and
Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Chief ingineer, arrived in Anchor ge luesday, September 5,
proceeding to Kenai, Wednesday, September 6 to attend the opening cerenonies
of the Sterling Highway. Lr. Ghiglione returned tc Anchorage iednesday, Sep-
tember 13, proceeding to Glenallen and Valdez Thursday, September 14.

W AN Ll &A-Aqﬁt\

Wm. J. Niemi,
District IEngineer

CEA/ntm

™



2 . Pl Aa Ao

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -
€3l Noyes............
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION .
TONAUORIAEA —f ChE Engre..........
Anchorage, Alaska Admin. w,
l/"o'hns. E; ...... -§
Septembér b

12; lgﬁ/L

4
i
l
l

M\ e 8

¥r. A. F. Ghiglione , N
Chief .ngineer ,; i} ‘
Alaska Road Commission !
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for August, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska

1. By Government Forces:

a., Anchoragze Roads.

The unusually dry weather during the month of August made it
possible to keep the Anchorage rocads in zood condition with only routine

blading with motor graders.

Work was started on repairing the bulk heads on the Fourth
Avenue~Ship Creek Bridge late in the month. (_\

During the past spring break-up, considerable difficulbty was N
encountered in getting the school busses into the new Liountain View School, ',_"
and a new access road was constructed into the school property from Parsons
Avenue, the existing access road was improved and gravelled and a conrection
constructed between the existing and new access roads.

b. Potter Road.

Work on the Potter Hoad during the month consisted of bringing
low fills to grade with pit run gravel, and placing crushed rock surfacing
on the prepared grade. Two miles of roadway were regraded with pit run gravel,
with three miles being surfaced with crushed rock, which required approximately
2,875 cubic yards of crushed material, One-48 inch corrugated metal pipe cul-
vert was extended 8 feet to provide a full width rcadway at this point.

¢. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

A short area of the new paved highway at Romig Hill showed signs
of serious subsidance, the cause of which has not been determined, but may be
due to perma-frost. As th:.s occurred on a steep winding grade, 1t Was necessary
to place approximately 4% Tons of plant-mixed surfacing to eliminate the hazardous
depression., The patch was placed by hand raking methods, and as the only material
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available for patching was mixed with heavy paviﬁg grade asphalt, it was im-
perative that the work be done rapidly tefore the mix nad lost sufficient heat
to be impossible to handle. Compaction of the patch was attempted with the new
vibratamper, and it was found that this piece of equipment while satisfactory
on small patches less than two feet in widuh, or on which the vibratamper will
more than cover the entire pauvch, is inadequate on any larger patch, as it is
impossible to control the vibrating screed, which has a tendency to dig on one
edge or the other and will not maintain an even plane in tamping, resulting in
. a patch full of corrugations. An attempt was made to rerake the surface of the

large patch and to smooth up with fresh material the corrugations developed by
the vibratamper, and final compaction was obtained by rolling with a loaded truck.
The resulting repair job, while slightly rough, has eliminated the hagzardous
condition previously developed.

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the balance of the
Sand Lake Roads, althougn favorable weather through the month permitted a minimum
of maintenance,

d. Glenn Hizhway.

Routine maintenance consisting of cleaning ditches, removing rocks
from the roadway, and blading with motor grader was performed on the Glenn High-
- way between kile 102 and Mile 124, the porticn of this highway on which main-
tenance has not been assumed by the contractors.

Dardalet bolts were installed in the Peters Creek Bridge, tﬁe
aporoach was back filled, and the bridge opened to traffic the afternoon of
August 23. '

An aporoach f£ill was constructed on the west end of the iatanuska
River Bridge to permit driving of piles for false work by the contractor.
Approximately 772 cubic yards of gravel were required for this purpose.

Widening of bridges on the Glenn Hignway was interrupted for this
season by the wreck on August 1 of the Byers crane, which was being used for
driving piles for these bridges.

On August 19, the garage at Mile 115 burned to the ground,
destroying the Aidams motor grader No., 1280, a small compressor, surdry small
tools, and numerocus items of minor engineering equipment.

‘€., Anchorage Depot.

Work at the depot consisted of installing concrete floors and
hanging the doors in the warm storage building.

M.
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Necessary repairs were performed in the Anchorage shop to put
the Byers Crane back in operation on August 19, and this equipment was used
as a dragline in the depot yard during the balance of the month, excavating
new drainage ditches from the septic tank,

f. Ancloraze Asphalt Plant.

The plant was in routine operation during the month, with the:
plant crew painting the entire tank farm installation during their spare time.

g. Valley Roads.

Brushing and ditching was accomplished on 2 miles and spot
gravelling on 4 miles of the iishook Road, Foute 35-B, between 7iasilla amd
Fishook Jjunction. Brush was removed and adequate drainage ditches constructed
on an additional 2 miles of Route 35-G. The lire change eliminating eight
sharp reverse curves on Route 35-H, between Palmer and Vasilla, was completed
during the month, with approxim:ztely 100,000 cubic yards of excavation being
made to effect this improvement. The Cottconwood Creek Sridge at the mouth of
Yasilla Lake was redecked with materials salvaged from the old Peters Creek
Bridge.

Three-=-24" x 30' corrugated metal culverts were installed on
Route 35-J to improve the drainzge situation on this route.

Maintenance vas performed with motor graders on all other Valley
Roads, which kept them in good condition throughout the month.

h. Mountain Roads.

Favorable weather made it possible to keep the lountain Roads
in good condition with a minimum of grader maintenance.

i. Sterling Highway.

Work on the Sterling Highway consisted of regrading and widening
f£ills which had subsided through swampy areas, placing pit run gravel surfacing,
and crushed rock surfacing. Pit run surfacing was placed on a total of 7.5
miles of road, completing this phase of the work over the entire route; amd
crushed rock surfacing was placed on 4.0 miles ot rcadway.

Maintenance with motor graders was perfarmed on the remainder
of the route, '
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Jo FElat Roads.

General maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the month.
fhe bridges at Yile 3 and across the liiscovich iiine ditch on Zoute 33-F collapsed
under a heavily loaded zravel truck., The bridge at !ile 3 was repaired; the one
over the ditch was removed and the ditch back filled as the mine operator is
reconstructing the ditch in a new location. Upon completion of the construction
of the new ditch, this bridge will be replaced at the new location.

cS

One of the old‘gxx warehouse buildings at Flat was secured from
war surplus and is being moved to the Flat maintenance station site to be used
as a warm storage building,

k., Takotna Roads.

Work was completed on the grading, ditching and gravelling of the
Little Creek Road during the month. Heavy gravelling was vlaced through the
Gaines Creek flats between Takotna and Ophir, and brushing and ditching was
underway between Little Creek and Opihir at the end of the month. Maintenance
with graders kept the rcad between Takotna and Stsrling Landing in fair condition
throughout the month.

1. Dillinghan Roads.

The £ill across the swamp at the ljood River gravel pit showed
considerable subsidance during the early sunmer, and a new culvert was installed
and this ill raised approximately 2 feet., Spot gravelling was accomplished
between Picketts and i/indmill Hil}, and two small hills on the Wood River Road
were cut back on flat slopes to eliminate a serious snow drifting condition
which has recurred every winter. 3Bridges were repaired at the creek crossing
by the ilood River gravel pit aad at the PAF pipe line crossing.

Metal siding on the rear of the new garage was extended to the
ground to eliminate serious leaking on this portion of the building, and the
garage was vired for electricity and electric lights installed.

m. Bethel Roads,

Wlork at Bethel consisted of hauling sand to the new road,
Route 92AB. It was found that approximately 1,000 feet of this rocad was
routed over ground which had been thawed fram 6 to 20 feet deep, requiring
placing of exceptionally heavy cordoruy, and more sand £fill than had been
anticipated through this area,
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: Maintenance with the drag grader kept the balance of the Bethel
roads in fair condition throughout the month,

The unusually dry weather prevailing during the month permitted
the Kodiak roads to be kept in excellent condition with a minimum of main-

tenance.

The break water at kission Beach was completed, and clearing,
stripping and grading for the garage building was underway at the end of the
month.

0. Iliamna Roads.

No work was accomplished on the Iliamna roads during August.

P Talkeetna Roads.

Work was completed on the Petersville end of the rocad with the
repair of the bridge at Bluell's, and the camp was moved to Talkeetna Landing

- early in the month. Gravelling between Qerf'o-? and lloose (reek was in progress

at the end of the month. Creto

qs McKinley Park Roads.

Rain and small floods which occurred early in the month caused
wash outs and slides at Mile 9 and Mile 11. Wash outs were quickly repaired
although small slides recurred throughout the month. 2Xains also caused slides
between ile 45 - 46, Mile 53, and between Mile 63 - 68. 3ridges at Mile 3.5
and Mile 20.4 were canpleted, approaches back filled, and bridges opened to
traffic diiring the month. The bridge crew was moved to the Savage River camp
on the 9th, and work was underway on the bridge at Mile 19,4 at the end of the
month, Bridge construction has been delayed by lack of a boiler of sufficient
steam capacity to keep the pile driver operating; heavy boulders encountered

in the stream bed also retarded progress. The line change at Mile 12.8 was
graded and gravel swfaced, and 380 cubic yards of gravel was hauled to the
National Park Service water supply.

A line revision between Mile 11.1-and 11.3 was staked and cross-
sectioned, and a contour map of the overflow area is being prepared, from which
studies of the bridge site and channel change can be made,

r. Cantwell Road§.

Clearing and stripping was accomphohed on 2.5 miles of Route 76-C
during the month, with th:Ls phase of work now campleted to lile 20. Grading was

-5 -
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" completed on 5 miles of road, with a total of 1l.4 miles of grading completed
to date.

Concrete foundatuons and floors were poured for the generator
building, and the floor of the 20' x 60' warehouse was poured, The mess hall-
dornitory is now 80% completed,with further progress on the garage building
nalted pending receipt of elec{ric wire, insulation, and radiant heat piping.

The advanée location party under Locating Zngineer Grammer moved
ahead to a new camp at Chief Creek, 14 miles east of Brushkana Creek, on the

27th.

Relocation was completed between Mile 21,5 and Mile 27, and the
survey party under Mr. Evancoe moved to Windy on the 30th.

s. Homer Roads.

' Gravelling was accomplished on a portion of the Diamond Ridge
Road, from a pit located at ilile 8 on the Sterling iHighway, with routine main-
tenance performmed on the baliunce of the Homer roads duwing the month.

t. Farm Roads.

An additional two miles of roadway were cleared, stripped amd
graded on the Campbell iirfield System, completing this portion of the Farm
Road construction program. ‘jork was commenced on the construction of O!'Malley
Road, extending from Potter Road easterly 4.0 miles, with the entire 4 miles
cleared, stripped and grading completed on 1.5 miles. Clearing and stripping
was accomplished on 1.0 miles of the Dowling Road, wnich will connect the
southerly terminus of the new Campbell iirstrip System with Potter Road.
Grading of 0.2 miles of this road was completed during the monih. '

Reconstruction of the old Kasilof Road was completed during the
month, with 3,6 miles cleared, stripped and graded. The road to the Webb and
Ramsdell homesteads was constructed for a total of 1.6 miles, and the road from
the Sterling highway to Skilak Lake completed for 1.0 mile.

2. By Contract,

‘a. Clenn A,

Seal coat was applied to the pavement between the Fort Richardson
east gate and Chugisk, and between i{ile O and the west gate to Fort Richardson,
Sealing of the partion through the base was deferred until late in the month
pending determination of the efficacy of the corrective measures taken to eliminate

-6 -
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bleeding of the pavement within the Fort. The project was 97% completed at
the end of the month.

b. Glenn B-1, Contract I-arc-4161.

Grading and crushed rock surfacing has been completed on this
project to Xile 85 and between Mile 100 and Xile 102, Pavement has been
laid to iile 84 and the crushed rock surfacing primed to iiile 85. Grading
was underway between iiile 85 and Kile 86, and between Mile 97 and }ile 100
at the end of the month. No paving was in progress during the last week of
the month, as the contractor was moving his hot plant to a new setup at Mile 94.

Engineering work on the final profile, grades and construction
X-sections was practically completed by the end of the month, with setting of
slope stakes and final grade stakes in progress as needed. Of‘lce engineering
work on the final design was 75% completed at the end of the month.

¢. Glenn B-2, Contract I-arc-4211. ,b 4

No work was performed by the contractor on this project during
-the month, with engineering forces continuing on slope staking and the prepa-
ration of design.

d. Harehouse Addition, Contract I-arc-4272.

Work performed on the ijarehouse Addition during the month con-
sisted of completing installations of the heating and electrical rough-in,
the stairway from the second to the third floor, and the exterior siding.

Work in progress at the end of the month consisted of installing
the roof ,drainage system and installing insulation in the ceiling.

- The Plumbers' strike has delayed completion of this addition,
and the contractor has requested a 30-day extension of time.

e, Bridges, Contract J-—arc-427L%

The Peters (Creek Bridge was completed and opened to traffic
during the month. Ten bents were driven for false work on the Matanuska
River Bridge, and structural steel was being placed on this bridge at the
end of the month.

. The contractor, for the Savage River Bridge, Contract-I-arc-428L4,
moved in and set up a camp and began excavation for the concrete footings and
retaining walls. A pile driver was set up late in the month and work was begun
driving piles for piers of this bridge.

- -
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3. Weather,

Temperatures during August have been normal, with little rain,
and cloudy weather predcminating.

L. Miscellaneous.

Mr. G. M, Tapley, Chief, Zngineering Division, Mr. Thoralf Rivines,
Materials Engineer, and kr., Harry Bates, Safety Engineer, arrived in Anchorage
Thursday, August 17. Mr. Bates proceeded to Fairbanks on Friday, August 18

and Mr. Tapley returned to Juneau on Saturday, August 19 after inspection of
Jjobs in the Anchorage area.

gﬂg{}é/ﬂ%

WIB. Jo ‘:ﬁ-emi,

District =zngineer
CEA:ntm _




. (r 2 TR
Loz Coar LAl e e

U, S. DEFARTMZST OF THE INTEZIOR ol .}0 'S
ALASKA ROAD CCHL/ISSION :
- ANCHORAGE,  ALASKA éna; 3 r..,,-..,. e }
. ‘ .
ﬁ‘u@}st 7 195 2.1
MI.: A. F. Gili ione L""' c‘ "A_
gl ) ’ ! : ,l “’)~ g:( . §

Chief Engineer
Alaska Foad Comuission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for July 1950, Anchorage Dlstr ct,
Anchorabe, Alaska.

1. By Government Forces:

a. Anchoragze Poads,

Roads in the Anchorage area were kept in excellent condition
throughout the mcnth by maintensnce with motor graders, '

Rains during the latter part of the month raised the flow of
Shin Creek and started erosion of the toe of the north sprroach to the
Post Road Bridge. It has been necessary to houl material to fill heles
which developed at this point of wezkness, and it is planned to lower the
bridge bulkhead to remedy this condition,

b, Potter Rozd, (&

The work of filling sags which developed during the winter \

continued through the month, and crushed rock surfacing was placed on the hEN
4,5 miles which kad previously been regraded, Approximately 2,8C0 cubic L

yards of crush rock surfacing were placed, and an adéditionzl 4 miles of
roadway regreded, raintenance with motor grader was performed on the
balance of the Potter Road through the montn,

ce S2nd Lake and Sond Lake Loon Road,

Cn the Sand Lake Loop Road between Potter Foad and the Campbell
Creek crossing considerable settlement has occurred through the swampy
area, Gravel fill wes placed through this area to bring the road to grade,
and spot gravelling was accomplished on seveval other low spots on the
remainder of the Sarnd Lake and Sand Lake Loop. Roads, laintepance with
motor graders kept the route in good condition throughout the month,

d. Glenn Eighway,

Maintenance on the Glenn Highvay hos been essuned by the con-
tractors from Anchorage to Hile 102, ‘ork performed on this route through
the month consisted of repairing a small slip at the west end cf the Eklutna
River bridge, resectting the rocker bearing at the southeast end of the Mooss
River bridge and installing perisanent traffic signs,
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" Concrete ageregates for the construction of the abutments
of the Peters Creeck bridge were hauled to the site by government forces
during the month,

Widening of narrow bridges on the Glenn Highwsy continued
throughout the month, with the bridges completed to Mile 114.

: The bridge painting crew completed painting of the super
structure of the Knik River bridge, and tightening of the bolis and
spot painting of bolt heads on the sub structure of spans 1 and 5.

Maintenance, consisting of digging out and regravelling frost
boils as they occurred, znrd btlading with motor grader, was accomplished
during the month between }ile 102 and- i¥ile 124, the portion of the Glenn
Highwsy on which the contractor has not commenced construction operations.

e, Anchoragze Depot.

. The work in the Anchorage Depot consisted of pouring the con-
crete base for the storzge racks in the warm storage building, and the
erection of storage racks, .

/

f. Anchorage Asphalt Flant,

The gravel fill placed on the Standard Oil Company rroperty
to permit a direct truck approach to the weighing scales has rroven to
be very satisfactory and no further trouble with the scales is anticipated.
A gate was installed across this aprroach fill during the month, to comply

-with the terms of the agreement with the Standerd 0Oil Company.

) " The Aspf:alt Plant crew worked at spare times during the month
scraping rust from the pipe lines and tanks, prepatory to painting the

_entire tank installation, :

&g Yalley Dnads,

Brushing and ditching was accomplished on 6 miles of Route 35-H
and 2 miles.of Route 35~G during the month., Work was commenced on 2 line
change elizminating a series of eight sharp reverse curves in a distance of
approximately 3/4 of a mile, on the Palmer-Wasills road, Route 35-i, with
the entire distance cleared and stripped of a heavy growth of birch and
spruce. Grading of the line change was approximately 60% completed, with
good gravel encountered in 211 cuts, %ork of rehabilitating the Knik Road
was completed during tte month, All soft spots which give the most trouble
during the spring breask-up were removed and back filled with gravel, and
gravelling was completed on the remainder of the route. Adequate drainage
ditches were constructed, and culverts installed, which shculd prevent
recurrence of the prohibitive spring maintenance customwary to this route,
A total of 35 ft. of 30 in., 418 ft, of 18 in,, and 34 ft. of 15 in, of
corrugated metal pipe culvert were installed. In several places vwhere
serious snow drifting has occurred in the past, the road bed was raised
to correct the condition.
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Two car loads of dbridge timber intended for repiacoment of
bridges on Valley and Mountain roads wers unloaded and stored in the ware
houge at VWasilla,

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the remindor of .
the Valley Roadg through the month,

h, Mountain Road .

Routine maintensnce conazisting of repairing washouts, removing
small slides, cleaning ditchss and culverts, and blading the road bed kept
the Mountain Roads in good condition throughout the monta,

i, = Storliag Hishway, - .

Regrading and videning of fills which had settled throuzh the
vinter.was accomplished on 7 milses of the Starling Highway Detween Ninilcehik
and Kasilof, OCrazvel sub base wes placed between Hile 73 and Mile 82, completion
of vhich permitted opening ths highway to traffic between Xenai and Jomer,

Three miles of the hizhway were surfaced with crushed rock, and approximately
5,000 cublc yards of crushed rock surfacing wers stockpiled.

Installation of the dacking and hand rails wvas completed on the

(/ Kenail River and loose River bridges, with painting complsted on the Kenal

.

River bridge., The hand rzils on the Hoose River bridze were provided with
/WO coats of yesllow paint,

The Gruendlsr crughing plent, from which ths crushed rock sure

| rated capacity or ths plant is 60 cuble yards per hour, while the maximum
production obtained to date has besn 35 cubic yards per hour, Zvon this rate
’ could not be sustained without mumerous breskdowns, which has resulted in aa
~ average production rate for thes month of less than Z5 cubic yards per hour,
Production costs of crushed rock surfacing have provea so excossive that
oporation of thia equipment has been discontimued,

é} a.cing was produced, has proven entirely unsatisfactory ia cperation, The

Jo Plat Rouds. : , ,

Repeirs to the bridges and culverts which had been washed out
by ‘the floods which occurred late in June were cozpleted and roads readdrasd
passable again early iz ths month, General maintonance work consisting of
clsaning ditches, removing slides and regravelling all washouts was accowplished,
with the roads remaining passeble and in fair condition throughout the month,

k, Tekotna Roads,

A petition accompanisd by several lotters signed by residents and
miniag men in the Ophir area expressing dissatisfaction with the condition of
the roads end of the ARC policies, in the Takotna=~Ophir area, was received ia
the District Office early in the month, Investigation by the District IEngineer

" ddoclosed that many of the persons signing the petition were not aware of the

s ad
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rature of its contsnts, nor of the fact that the several derogatory letters
wore being attached to and made a part of the petition, The general sentinent
exprossed by the great majority of the people contacted was that noticeable
ixprovement hag been made on the roads in the Takoina area during the past
twvo years, and that the nature of the statemonts in the letters was entirely
unwarranted.

Work performed during the month eonsisted of reditching end ime
proving drainage conditions on the Takotna~Ophir road, and -eplacement of the
0ld bridge acrocs Anvil Creek, Considersbls reszradirng wes accomplished on
Little Croek road wvhich restored this portion of the route to good condition,
Maintenance with the graders was performed on the Sterlinz Landing Road, which
kept thig road in good condition throaghout the month,

1, Dillinghax Rosds,

Reutines maintenance with the motor grader kept the Dillingham roads
in good condition during the month, Construction of the new air field runway,
vhich crosseas the present road, required rebuildins of the portion of the
route betw-en Klondyke Creek and the air field. The locatison of the new road
lieg through a dense growth of birch and small spruce, with heavy clearing and
ditching required, This work was completed during the wmonth, providipz a
gsection of road of a considerable higher standard than ths old road,

The road ecross ths swamp between the gravel pit and Squaw Creek
bridge was raiced evproximately a foot, providinz a level approach to the
deck of tae bridge., BRegravelling of the portion of the road from the new
air fleld to the hospital was started late in the month,

m, Dethel Rosds,

. Construction was completed on the new road, Route 99-AB, during
the month, Routine maintenance, supplemented with occesionml loecds of sand
£111 kept the balence of the Bethel koads .in good shape,

The investigation for a new source of sand fill material has proven
diseppointing, the most promiging ridgs on which it was hoped ¢ find & new
supply proving tc be nothing but tkhe cmsiomary silt,

n, . Xodisk Reads,

Work at Kodiak during the mdnth consisted principally in hauling
rock riprep for the Mission Beach breskwater, Approrximstely 150 feet of
retaining wall, reduiring approximately 400 cubic yards ¢f riprap material
wvas constructed, with back fill completed behind the bulk heed,

Ditches wers cleancd 2nd several culverts installed on the
Mission Beach road, which kept in fair condition throughoui the month,

wdoe

B
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0, Illiamna Road,

Wideninz of the roadway through ths rock bluff section was continned
during the month, The road was kept passable although continuous heavy rains
durinz the latter part of ths month slowed all work consideradly and made
adequate maintehance difficult., Troubls with the 0ld 30 Tractor contributed
to the difficulty encountered in the repair and regrading of the road,

p, Talkeetna Roeds.

Read work on Talkeeuvae roads sonsiasted of gravelling soft spote as
they developed, clearing small slides, cleaning ditches and culrverta, and grading
vith the grader, which kept the roads in good conditlon during the mnth,

9. McKinlesy Park Roads,

. Roads in the park wers kept in good condition throuzghout the nonth,
although hoavy freiszhtinz by the Cariboun Mines developed a aumber of soft spots
between Miles 69 and Mils 87, Gravel was hauled to thege aa thay developed, and
several low spote and small wash outs were filled snd widened, A heavy raina
early in the month raised ths Toklat River, causinz a threzt to the road alonz
the west bank, A few hours work with the bull dozer divertsd the main flow buck
into the conter channel of the stream, Little dammrge waa done by the water, and
the fov mrall wash outs which occured were repaired by hauling mnaterial secured
from small slides in the vicinity, The road to the Xantishna Alr Pield, and the
VWonder Lake cutwoff were gr:ided, which put them in sxcelleat condition, Ditches
wero cleaned and rediked to Mile 37, and the upper Izlco Creek channel doepened
to prevent formation of glacldrs om the rcad, By the end of the month all roadsg
had becn regravelled and graded, and wers in excellent condition,

-

The survey party under Locating Engineer Grammer completed location
of the line bstween Carlo and the McKinley Park Hotel, and the party transferred
to Cantwell at the end of the month, The survey Sarty undér Resident Zngineer
Ruoff completed staking the bridge locations at Mlle 3.5 and Mile 12,8, with
crose=soction completed for ths culvert at Mile 15,7 and the bridge at Mlile 18,5,
All materials for the bridges. which ars being constructed by government forces
have basen received and stored at the various bridege asites, The old bridge at
Mile 3.5 was dismantled and salvaebls material stock piled at the Savage River
camp, Plles for the abutments of this bridge were being drivea at the end of
the month,

A contract for the ersction of the Savege River bridse was let to
the Breeden and Scith Coangtructioa Company during the month, and this brides.
wes stalkced on the ground according to the\plans. .

Mr. Thoralf Rivines, Matasrials Engimesr, and Mr, Lee D& Lude,
District Materials Engineer, made an irvestigation of ths McEinlsy Park area -
for the purpose of locating a source of satlsfactory agsregatss for the concrstes
required in the construction of the various bridges to be built ia the Park,

o5
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Ho doposit of sufficient magnitude to neet ‘the requirements was discovered, and
it is planned to ship azgregates from Fairbankg to fulfill the needs for this
seagon, Investigation will be contizued in an attempt to develop a local source
of aggregatea before the next construction season,

r, Cantwsll Roads, .

Clearing and stripping of the C(Cantwell=Paxson road was complated
+3 Mils 17.5, with grading 35% completed to Mile 14, Grading has been 100%
coxplated on a total of 6,3 niles of road between thess linits, The survey
party under Resident Engineer Joss has completed relocation of the aligument
te Mile 21,5,

.

Work on the buildings in the depot atea continued, 2 th ths 20! x 60!
warshouse, the warshouse platform and storage ghed completed., The bunkhouss vas
framed, roofed and sheeted, with the electrical and plumbing rouzh-in unnderwsy
at the end of the month., Framing was coaplsted on the 40' x 100' garage, with
roofing snd oiding underway, :

s, Homer Readg, .

York on Homsr roads consisted of reditching and regrading the Crussman
Ridge road, widening epproximately ,35 of 2 mile oa the rim of the Rast Fill rosd
and grading the road to the CA/=VEF gite., Routine maintenance, consistirg of
gravelling soft gpots in the lower roads and blading with the motor gradsr, was
performed on the balance of tae Homer roads during the month,

Col, John R, Hoyes, Commigsioner of Roads for Alaska, zccoapanied hy
William J. Niemi, Digtrict Engineer, Anchorage,District, conducted an open
nesting at Homer on Friday, July 7, for the purpose of dsteruinizg the local
opinion of the relative importence of roads in the Homer area, Much valucble
information was secursd as a result of this mseting,

t. Farm Roads,

Work was continued on the Carmbell Air Field system through the month,
The roal connecting with the existling O0il Well rosd was completed, which would
have provided access to this area from sither the North or thes West, This road
wag no more than completad when the military esuthoritiss installed a locited zate
and prohibited use of the road jnside the military reservatien, refusing to+in-
stall a guard station at this point of ingress, This necessitated tho‘canauruction
of sn additionzl 3 siles of road, connecting with the Alrport Heights road, 9

provide adequate access.

A total of 6.0 niles of road was cleared and stripped, 6.5 milees wers
gradsd and 3,2 miles were gravel surfacsd im this system duripg the month,

In the Kenai area, 3,0 miles of tho Old Xasilef Local Road vere clearad,
strippsd and graded between the Sterling Highway and Kasitof,

=Goe
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2. By Contract,
&, @Glenmmi,

Paving was completsd on thls contract during the month between
Anchorage and Chugiak, and tho small gections which had failed duringz the
gpring breakwnp between Palmer and the Erik River bridge wers excavated, back
filled with select material and paved, Sealwcoat was avplied on the pavement
betwaen Chugiak and Palmer, Coatinuous rough weathoer in the latter part of
the moath has prevented furthar progress of the seal coating operation,

In an attempt to remedy the tPlseding condition which has developed
in the major portion of the pavement lzid through Fort Richardson, hot chips
vers gpread and rolled into the soft surface, This work was limited in extant
to the few warm days which occurred during the month, and it is quastionable
if patigfactory results will be obtained by this method, e

Finighing of the shoulders and drainage ditches, and general cleameup
wag undsrway at the end of the month,

b. Glsnn Hichway Bel,

Grading has boen completsd on this contract from Mile 48 to Mils 81
and fron Hile 95 to Mile 102, with work in progress betwsen Mile €1 end Mile 05
&t the end of the month, Grzvel base courss has been completsd to Mile 79, with
gub=grade processed and MO=2 prime coat applied to Milo 77, and RC=3 asnhali
pavement laid to Mile 75, with the exception of a 0,5 mile mectisn at Hile 71,
the site of the contractor's crusher sst=up., Thls section will bve complated
after the contractor has finished all his crushing operations,

ce QGlean Highyay B=2,

The contractor has not yet begun eny construction operationsg on this
portion of the Glenn Eizhway, Enginserirg work, consisting of teking prelininery
coratruction crose-soctions in the field ard preparation of final design in the
office, was continued through the ronth,

4. Anchorage=3Snenard Roads,

Paving was completed on this contract during the month, with seal
coat spplied, drainage system completed and shoulders finished, Final clear-up
was underway at the end of the month,

¢. Varshocse Addition,

Ersction of structural stesl, rough-in of electrical work and plumdbing
installatisn, and the wall and roof sheeting were completed by the end of the
month, with installation of finish eiding well underway. Installation of finish
plumbing may be dolayed by the present strike of the Pluxbers and Stean-fitj;rs
Union,

»Te .
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£, Bridges,

Work on the Paterz Creek bridge during the month consigted of
pouring the concrete for the south abutment, erecting the steel span, and
pouring the concrete slab deck and curbs, Considerable trouble wvas encountered
with ths Dardelet bolts specified for thig bridge, and it will recuire the use
of longer bolts than those specified, to secure & tight fitting bolt, The
' required bolts have been ordered, and opening of the bridge to traffic will
be postponed until their instzllation,

1

No vork was performed on the Matauunska River bridge, pending arrival
¢ef the steel for its erection,.

3, FWeathor,

Texperatures durizg July have been normal, with rain ard cloudy
weather predozminatirg throughout the month, The reine which have eccurred,
however, have not been of sufficient intonsity to cause any gerious daomage
_or delays,

4, Miscsllarsoung,

Col. John R, FNoyes, Commigsioner of Roads for Alaska, arrived in
Anchorage from Homer on Saturday, July 8, returnirg to Junsau on Thursdsy, .
July 13, .

Mr, G, M. Tepley, Chiaf, Enginoering Division, arrived in Anchorage
from Centwell on Thursday, July 13, leaving for Glenallen on Friday, July 14,

Mr. A, F, Ghiglicne, Chilef Engineer, arrived im Anchorage on Mondsy,
July 24, procesding to Glenallen on Tussdsy, July Z5.

X ,' Mr, Harry Bates, Safety Ingineer, arrived in Anchoraze on Thursday,
July 27, and returned te Juneau Saturday, July 29.

- Digtrict Engineer
CRAintm : .
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SUBJECT: lonthly progress report for June, 1950, Anchorage District,
Ap~horege, Alagka,

l, By Government Forces,

8. Anchorage Roadse.

Light intermittent reins throughout the month made it possible
to keep the locel roads in excellent condition with a minimum of routine
grader maintenance,

be Potter Road.

ylork on Potter Road consicted of gravelling to grade the £ills
which had subsided during the winter and spring months, preparatory to
placing crushed rock surfacing . lore than 13,000 cubic yards of pit run
gravel were required to bring approximately 6.5 miles of roadway to grade.

¢ Sand Lekse Road,

The Sand Leke and Sand Leke Loop Roads rema&ined in excellent
condition during the month, and only routine grader maintenance was performed.

d. Glonn Hichway.

Maintenance on Section-A of the Glenn Highwey consisted of
removing the two snow slides which covered the highway at mile 37. The
first slide occurred on June 5, The truck mounted quick-way shovel at
Palmer was moved to the site, and the roadway opened to traffic within
two hours after the slide occurred, with approximately 600 cubic yards of
snow and rock devbris removed from the roadway prism,

An unprecedented slide. occurred on the evening of Jume 19,
covering ‘the roadway to & depth of 12 to 20 feet.. It was necessary to
move equipment down from the 88 mile camp and from the Anchorage iaraye,
to attack this slide from both sides. Traffic was held up for approximately
seven hours, while more than 1400 yards of snow and rock debris were
removed to clear the highway.

Junter . Construction Company commenced construction on the
Peters Creck bridge on June 15, and traffic was detoured around the old
road on June 20, It was necessary to remove sluffed rock with the

€g8/5¢
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motor grader befors trafficc could utilize this road., The two small
bridges were inspected befors traffic was detoured, and posted for five
tons safe loade. While the motor grader was in the vicinity to clear the
Peters Creek Detour, a round trip was made over the road to Eklutna Lake
to clear sluffed rock and smooth the roadway. The one trip put this
roed in excellent cordition.

+The big rock slide on Pioneer Peask was intermittently actixge
throughout the month, and although no single slide of major proportion
occurred, the toe of the accumulated talus is gradually progressing toward
the highway, with occasional large boulders rolling dangerously far down
the slope., Fortunately, the majority of the rodk material is of a com-
raratively soft nature and the larger boulders are disintegrated by im-
pact against the heavy rock talus at the Hoe of the slide. .arning signs
are being left in place.

The small crew painting the Knik Bridge under Foreman Ed. Ueeck,
has completed clsaning, spot painting, and painting 8f bolt heads; and
has completed the first ccat of aluminum paint on span #6 and approximately
50 % of span ;,Al. FEigh winds and rain squalls in the bridge area .have
prevented this crew from working at maximum efficiency.

Mairtenance was accomplished throughout the month on Section B=2,
on which Babler Bros. and Rogers Construction Company, the contractor has
not yet commenced operations; and on the portions of Section B-l on which
the contractor, lecLaughlin Construction Company, has done no work. The
operations of the latter company have progressed sufficiently that they
will assume maintenance of the entire section B~l on July l. The work
accomplished consisted of blading with motor graders, cleaning,culverts,
removing several small mud slides, and spot gravellirg frost boils which
appeared on Section B=2 and the upper portion of Section B-l,

e. Anchorege Depdt.

The 4th Avenue extension into the Depot area was greded and
paved during the month, and a parking area was peaved adjacent to the ware-
house. Concrete block foundations were pladed for the new warm storage
building; alterations on the old warehouse building being convertsd to
this purpose are aporoximately 50% completed, with the building now
placed on the concrete block foundation.

‘The Bailey Bridge which was stored at the depot for emergencies,
was recalled by the military, and was returned to Fort Richardson during

the month.

Surplus materials consisting of various office and enginesring
stationery, and supplies, and 200 steel drwis, were picked up from the
Fort Richardson salvage yard and moved into the depot.
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f. Anchorage Asphalt Plant.

Due to the sharp angle of the apprcach to the truck wéighing
scales at tho Asphalt Plant, requibing the trucks to drive over the con=-
crete foundation and doncentrate their loads on one cormsr of the scale,
considerable difficulty has been encountered in maintaining an accurate
scale., To remedy this condition, an azrecment was made with the Standard
0il Company under which we were permitted to construct a gravel f£ill on
Standard 01l property directly opposite the scales. This allows the
asphalt trucks to back on to the £ill and maks a dirsct approach to the
scale.

ge Valley Roads.

On-Routs:35-H, ‘Palmer-/asilla Road, soft spots which were
marked during the sprinz breac-up were dug out and back filled with gravel.
Several other areas where the roadway was depressed below the natural
ground lsvel, causing snow driftiag to occur dufing the winter, were raised
by gravel £ill:to a heizht sufficient to permit the snow to be blown across
the roadway. A total of approxzimately 6,300 yards of gravel was utilized
in back £illing soft spots aznd raising the f£ills on this road. Brushing
of the roadside erea was also acconplished on 6 miles of tzis routes

On Route 75-L, Clark Road, several soft spots were also dug
out, and back filled. Gravel for tais purpose was secursd from new pits
located on Lazy lLiountain, with a total of 450 yards beinz used. '

Routing maintenance was performed with motor graders on the
balance of the Valley Roads during the month.

A carload of crsosoted piling, destined for bridge replzce-
ment in the Valley area, was unloaded at wasilla, and stored tempmearily
in the warehouse.

I, Mountein Roads.

Several small washouts occurred on the ILucky Shotw./lllow Road,
which were filled; and routine maintenance was parformed on the balance
of the Kountain Roads during the monthe.

i, Sterling Highway,

A total of 2.3 miles of raad was graded between liile 71 and
Mile 91 during the month, which completes the grading of Route 55-C except
for heavy eegrading between YXile 64 and Homer, and light revradi g from.
Mile 1 to liile 64 which will be required due to differential settlezent
of fills. Pit-run gravel base was completed on 8,0 miles of roadway
between these same limits, with approximately 22,000 cubic yards of gravel
required to complete the fills, and gravel sub—gase throush this area.
Completion of the grading on this portion permits vehicular tratfic- to
drive clear throuch to Homer. However, the ordinary tourist and sight=
seer traffic is beinm kept off the road and only those vehicles with
legitimate buginess are being permitted to go through.

-3 -

I':‘"T‘Aq



Mr. Chiglione ‘ v 5, 1950 = p.4

The crusher operated continuously during the month, with 8,000
cubic yards of crushed material being stockpiled. Routine maintenance was
performed on the balance of the high way throughout ths month.

¥o Flat Roads, : g

Routine maintenance was performed on Flat Rpads during the
early part of the month, consisting of cleaning ditches and culverts and
spot=gravelling soft spots as they developed.

Late in the month torrentisl rains occurred which damaged
two bridges on Route 33-C. The bridge at the edge of town vas come
pletely washed out, but it was possible to salvage the greater part of
the material, from witich tais bridge was revuilt. The approach rill to
the bridge at liile 2.5 was washed out, and washoubts occurred at several
other locations, including one culvert on Routs 33-F at Discovery.

The new equipment was received during the month, with the
oxception of the front end loader. Lack of this piece of equipment
is proving to be a serious hhadicap in repairing the f£lood danage.

ke Takotna Roads.

Due to military contract, installations in the vicinity of the
Cendle Airstrip, the first work performed on the Takotna Roads consisted of
preparing the portion of the road between Sterling Lendin: and the airstrip
for the heavy hauling anticipated. Brushing and ditchins was accomplished
on 8 miles of the routs between Tatalina Bridze and Sterling Landing, and
the two nmile section form the Landing to the top of the grade was re-
gravelled. A nwiber of frost boils were flug out and spot zravelled,
approximately 300 cubic yards of gravel being used for this purpose.

Representatives from the district office made a tour of
inspection of roads in the Takotna area early in the month, and Sound
the roads in gensrally fair cogdition, although portions of Route 32-G
were at that time too soft to accom:odate heavy heuling. However, in
a discussion with lir. Strandberg of the Strandberg lining Corporatiocn,
it was mentioned that he considered the roads to be in very good condition
for that time of the season.

The bridze across Spruce Creek -on Route 38-D was found to
be wracked from over loading in ths hauling of mining equipmeat with
temporary repairs maése.

.

The Gaines Creek Road, Routs 38-H, was still blocked by
numerous snow slides; however, the miners in the Gaines Creek area have
constructed a shorter route down Gaines Creek, intersecting Route 38-D

near the mouth of the cresk,

Two new culverts were installed on Route 38~D to improve
the local drainage.

-4-.-
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l. Dillincham Roads,

Farly in the month the f£ill at Klondike Creek was raised and
widened, and surfaeed with approximately 150 yds., of gravel. Gravel sur-
facing was also applied on several of the worst spots between Scandinavia
Creek and thse hospital., .

New Equipment arrived in good condition on the 12th of June.
A trailer has been constructed, using the fromt axles from old surveyed
Model B trucks, and the new welder mounted, making a mobila unit out of this
plece of equipment.,

Repairs wers completed on the D=7 tractor, with all equip~
Jnent being painted durinzg the month.

Considerabls rain fell quring the middle and latter pars
of the month, but it was possible t0 keep the roads in a passable condition
duringcthis period; and advantage was taken of the rainy weather to ’
accomplish repairs and painting of esquipmente.

me Bethel Roads.

A The roads at Bethel were kept in good condition during the
month by dresgging with an improvised drag made from a heavy I~beam structural
stesl section, which works bettar on the sandy material of thase roads than the
blade grader. Send was haulsd from the pit at the beach, and low spots '
filled. The road through the main part of town was widened in several
places, to provide more adequate parking and turning space.

The new equipment was unloaded on the 17th and 18th,
and it was found that sone d anage had bezn done to the traxcavator cable
and holst frams. Repairs wre made and equipment put to work loading
sand for the new road to the lake., The right of way was cleared and
corduryoed for éne mile of this new road, and sand fillcplaced on
approximately one half mile.

n. Bull River 2o0ad, Route 93-A,

A small crew under Foreman Ed. Ueeck spent the week of June 29th
through the 24th protecting our investment in this route. Ditches were
cleared, brush removed, and culverts cleaned between the railroad and the
mine, Three round trips of the motor grader put this mection of road
in fair dondition,

0e Kodigk Roadse.

Maintenance was performed on Kodiak Roads dmring the month,
Soft spots and chuck holes on the Mission and Mill Bay roads were spotb
gravelled with all roads kept in fair condition during the month.

-5-.
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Pe -Iliamna Roads.
. {(Route 48-IIliamna Bay-.Iliamma Leke)

A compressor and drill steel were shipped to iIlianna early
in the month and work, consisting of drilling sand blasting the rocky points
. and removing sluffed rock from the road.ray section, has continued through
the month, Ditches and culverts were cleaned and several small slides removed.

q.. Talkeetna Roads;

A small crew w.der Foreman Mulvaney procseded to Talkeetna
on the 5th of June and comnenced work opening the roed from Talkeetne to
Cache Creck and the Peters Creek liines. iJork in general consisted of
¢leaning ditches and culverts, and clearing slides.

re M&Kinley Park Rnads and Surveys.

Snow removal was completed to Kantishna on June 4th., Slides
were-removed from the section between Mile 67 and liile 68, and gravelling
completed between }Mile24 and lille 60, with several small washes, soft spots,
and subsided areas filled between ifile 62 and }iile 88, By the end of the
month the road was dry and in good condition except for a few safs and soft
. spots between Mile 60 and Lile 88, Temporary repairs were:made to the

bridgesat ifile 5.6, 13,5, and Mile 19.5; lumber and piling for the new
bridges at these locations has arrived and been stored av thesites.

The rock crusher Was delivered from Fairbanks during the month.

A survey party under E. A. Ruoff, Resident Zngineer, proceeded
from Anchorage to the perk on liondey, June 19th. Prelinminary surveys were
completed for ths re-location of the bridges at Mile 3.5 and liile 12.8,
with final projection made and location staked for the bridge at hHile 3.5,
Plans have been preparcd Tor this portion of the work, and submitted to

the Park Service for approval.

's. Cantwell Roads and Survevs.

The read crew working ir Cantwell comwpleted 5.5 miles of
cleering and stripping durins the month , with 2.3 miles of road graded
from Cantwell past the permanent camp site. Foundation for the new
boiler was laid out, with concrete scheduled to be poured the first part

of Julyo ’

Surveys of the camp Site have been completed with building
sites and access roads laid out. A survey of the recreationel area
designed by Col. loyes was underway at the end of the month.

-6-
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t. Homer Roadsg}

Maintenance was performed with motor greders on the Homer
roads during the month, which kept them in passeble condition. lwud holes
which developed during the intermittent rains, occuring throughout the
month at Homer, were spot gravelled.

An inspection trip is being planned early in July by
Col. Noyes, Commigsioner of Roads, and District Engineer Niemi, at which
time & public meeting will be held to discuss the road situation in the

Homer atea,
Ue Farm Roads.

Work was continued on the Campbell Airfield loop system
during the month, with clearirg and stripping completed on 1.5 miles
and greading accomplished on 3.0 miles,

A gravel crew commerced operations early in the month
constructing the Campbell station road, with 1.0 miles cleared, stripped

and graded.

Grading was comploted on the Huntley Road for an sdditional
0.5 mile. Gravelling of the 1.5 miles of this road is being delayedy
pending installation of drainage culverts, shipment of which has not
yet been receilved from the states, )

otk was commenced on the Wolvering Farm Roed with the
entire 1.0 mile being tkesned, stripped, graeded, and grevel surfaced
durinz the month. An excellent deposit of gravel was uncovered in ons
of the cuts on this road, and an easement for use of this gravel is
being secured from the owner cf the property on which thb ddpasit occurs.

2. By Contract.
a. Glenn Hichvay - A4

Paving of this portion of the Glemn Fighway was completed
from the Anchorage city limits to connect with the pavement laid last
ronth at lountain View. Sub-srade was prepared on the remaining unpaved
portion of the contract, between the Fort Richardson east gate at liilell.6
and Mile 18.12, with MC=-2 prime coat epplied to liile 16 and paving com=-
pleted to M4lp:13.5. Paving was completed on Fourth Avenue from the
Anchorage city linits at Zast G Street to epcrozimately 500 feet sast of”
the ship Creek bridge; the Fourth Avenue extension into the snchorzge Depot
of the Road Comnission was also paved, and a paved parking areacgonstructed
in the depot area.

-7 -
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b. Glenn Highway B-l.

MeLaughlin Constomction Company, contractors for this section
of the Glenn Highway, are making good progress witk their contract, with
88% of the unclassified excavation and 63% of the borrow =xcavat10n completed
at the end of the month. Crushed gravel subgrade has been placed to Mile 74,
and gubgrade processed to mile 69,5, LC-2 prime coat was applied to the
prepared subgrade to mile 69.5, and paving laid to mile 68.5.

¢ce Glenn Hizhway B-2e

Engineering wrvk on this project consisted of completing
the check levels between bench merks, completing and re-establishing
and referencing of the final location line, with office forces continuing
on final design.

No ..construction operations have begun on this sectibn.

ds Anchorage-Spenard Rogd.

Pavirg was completed on this project during tkh month. One
ghort section approximately 50 feet in length showed signs of distress after
opening to traffic, and this sectlon will be removed and replaced. UDleaning
of ditches and completion of drainsge, application of seal coat, and final
clean-up are all that remain to be done on this contract.

8. {arshouse Additione.

The carpenters and electricians strike has deleyed progress on
this project during the month. Structural steel on hand has been erected,
and the work is scheduled to get into full swlns now that the strike has been
settled.

f. Bridges.

Munter Construction Compeny has completed pouring conctete
in the sbutments and pier for the llatanuska Hiver bridge. All piling
has been driven at the Peters Creek Bridsge, and the concrete poured for
the north abutmnent. Steel for the Peters Creek Bridge has been hauled to

the sitee.
3« lieather.

Temperatures during June have been normel. Rains which began
early end have contirued intermittently through the month, have brought
the totel precipitation for June to above normal. No seriocus delays,
however, habe besn incurred by the rains.
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4, Miscellaneous,

Coltnel Jobn R. Noyes, and Chief ZEngineer Chiglione arrived
Thursday, June 15, and on rriday, June 16, accormpanied District Engineer MNiemi
on an inspection of the " Turnagainarm: Project, returning to JAnckorage
Saturday, June 17,

¥r. Chiglione returned to Anchorege for a short inspection
trip on June 21,

Colonel John R. lloyes, accompanied by Mr. Harry RBates,
Safety Engineer, and lir., Thoralf Rivines, liaterials Encineer, arrived
in Anchorage on June 26,

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEERS,

o 00 HE T

» . L. A. Hatchett, Ass't., District Eagizeer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for May, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorege, Alaska,

l. By Government Forces,

a, Anclorage Roads,

Routine maintenance with graders was performed on Anchorage Roads
during the month., The easy spring breakup has permitted keeping the roads in
good cendition at all times, and as very little runoff developed during the
-spring thaw, ditches opened last month were adequate to handle that wh:.ch

occurred,
be Potter Road,

Subsidence of s everal fills on Potter Road, particularly between
F:.reweed Lene and Campbell Station Road, occurred during the winter, Early
in the manth a gravel crew began filling the low spots preparatory to placing
crushed gravel surfacing, The crusher a2t Wells pit was put into operation
and approximately 3,000 cu.yds. of crusher base material has been stock piled

for surfacing of Potter road,

ce Spenard and Sand Lake Road,

Spenard Road was maintained with graders until May 8, when the con-
tractor assumed maintenance during his construction operations. Sand Lake Roads
were meintained during the month. A bad mud hole developed on Sand Lake Road
Just off Spenard Road and gravel was hauled to remedy the condition.

d, Palmer Hichway,

Routine maintenance of the paved portion of the Highway. consisting
of removing sluffed rock from the pavement, was performed during the month.
The spring breakup caused no further damage to the pavenent and the load limit
restrictimns imposed during the breakup period were lifted on May L.

Morrison-Knudsen Campany, Contractors for the paving of the Palmer
Highway, resumcd construction operations between Anchorage and Chugiak and
assumed maintenance of this portion of the Palmer Highway on the lst of May.

The rock slide on Pioneer Peek continued activity all thru the month,
No slide material has reached the highway but a tremendous mass of loose talus
is accwzmulating and a period of heavy rain will possibly start a mud flow which
may reach the highway. Slide warning signs are therefore being left in place,

.
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A small painting crew was organized under Foreman Ed, Ueeck and
work was cormenced in chipping rust and spot painting preparatory to painting
of the Knik River Bridge. Approximately 55% of the bridge steel was cleaned,
and spot painted and bolt heads painted, during the month,

On May 14, the J.P.Munter Construction Company in moving a crane to
the Matanuska Bridze site, damaged the portal, wind braces and horizmtal
struts on the Eagle River Bridge. The Munter Company has been notified by
letter that steps must be taken to repair the damage, and a copy of this letter
has been forwarded the Juncau Office,

e, Anchorage Depot,

Plans were initiated during the month for the continuation of Fourth
Avenue into the Depot area, and surveys and plans are being prepared for this

purpose,

Alterations on the interior of the o¢ld 2nd Avenue Warehouse buich'i.ﬁg,
necessary to convert it into a warm storage building, were made during the
month, and foundations were being prepared to receive it,

Cooks quarters were completed and plumbing installed,

A heavy duty 1Go-Devil' was castructed by shop forces for use by
the surveys at Cantwell, Miscellaneous items of equipment procured by Juneau
were picked up at Glennallen and moved into the Anchorage Depots’

fo Anchorage Apartments,

Gravel back fill of the Road Commission lots at the Anciiorage Apart-
ments was completed and one foot of top s0il spread on the area. Top soil was
finish graded and seeded into lawm.

ge Valley Roads,

Routine maintenance with motor graders was performed on Valley Roads
during the menth. Although nuierous soft spots developed, tine roads were kept
passable without recourse to gravelling, All soft spots were marked and work
was commenced on excavation of the excessive silt material so that permanent
correction of this candition can be made by filling the spots with gravel. Ditch-
ing was completed on the Bodenburg-Butte Loop road and regravelling of the entire
loop was accomplished cduring the month,

Brush removal was continued during the early part of the month, ap-
proximately 5 miles of roadside being cleared.

The bridge across Wasilla Creek at Mile 5.4, Palmer-Fishhook Road,
was replaced with a 25 foot span pile bent structure, Minor repairs were ac-
complished on several other Valley bridges.



m. Ghig].ione s June 5, 1950 - p03

h. Mountain Roads,

Snow was removed from Hatcher swmmit late in the month. Two or
three inches of ice remained on the road after clearing of asow, and trafiic
is being kept off the swmit until the ice has melted and the roadbed dried.

Heavy hauling by mine operators during the breakup period caused
«considerable difficulty in maintenance of the road, between the Little Susitna
Bridge and the Independence Mine road.

i. Glemn Highway,

Routine maintenance with motor graders was accomplished on the
portions of the Glenn Highway on which maintenance had mot been asswned by
the Contractor, The road was kept in excellent condition at all times, al-
though slides on Chickaloon Grade and at Mile 69 narrowed the roadway to one
way traffic. Warning signs have been kept on these areas throughout the month.

Jo Sterling Hizhway,

Construction was continued on the Sterling Highway during the
month with approxdmztely one mile of road being graded.

Traffic restrictions were lifted on the Kenai end, and the road
opened to traffic as far as Ninilchik.

Routine maintenance was performed on the balance of the highway
during the month.

k. Flat Roads.

No report has yet been received from Foreman Alderson. However,
an inspection trip is being planned by District personnel early in June and
a report of conditions at Flat will be submitted to Headquarters Office upon

completion of this trip.

l. Takotna Roads,

Mild weather at Takotna removed practically all the snow froa the
road before the spring breakup. No heavy runoff has occurred and the roads
have remained in generally good condition. Equipment overhaul was completed
during the month, the cookhouse was repainted and a new aluwuinun roof instal-
led., The summer maintenance crew went on duty on the 16th of the month, and
on the 17th, the snow remaining on the Candle road between Takotna and Tatalina
was removed, and traffic held off the road for about a week to permit drying.
Twenty 30 foot piles were cut for the Anvil Creck Bridge.

m. Dillingham Roads.

Work at Dillingham during the early part of the month consisted of
- draining water holes and cleaning ditches. Soms of the worst mud holes were

-3
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corduryoed with brush and old cooling trays secured from local canneries
which were placed and covered with gravel obtained from the beach and other
gravel pits, By the end of the month the road beds were dry and in fair
condition, but the shoulders and ditches were still too soft to permit the

use of motor graders.

n, Kodiak Roads,

Heavy rains during most of the month prevented adeguate maintenance,
as the roads were too soft to permit use of the graders., Two wash-outs occur-
red on the Island Lake Cutoff, from overflowing of a beaver dam, which were
repaired,

A few holes on Mission and Mill Bay roads were still giving trouble
by the end of the month, but the remainder of the roads were in fair shape.
Work was completed on the Receiver Station road.

The new truck was received on the 25th.

0o McKinley Park Roads.

Light snow fell early in the month but melted as fast as it fell,
Snow was rexoved to 34 wmile by the 10th and a small crew moved into Igloc on
the 11lth, Heavy drifts were encountersd at Mile 18 and 19, wiich slowed
progress, Warm temperaztures during the middle of the wonth caused a heavy
runoff, but no serious washouts occurrsd, 35Sy the end of the month snow ad
been removed to 59 mile, culverts thawed and ditches cleared to 58 mile. The
road has been gradsd and is in good condition to 33 mile except for 3 small
washes at 19, 21 and 33 mile, vhich are being filled in. Overhaul, repzir
and painting of equipment were continued throughout the month.

Ps Cantwell Roads.

-

Camp was moved from Cantwell to 2 mile on the lst of the menth,
where the crew has been clearing a permanent camp site area. Spur track has
been laid out at the Cantwell warehouse site, and a portable ramp for unload-
ing heavy equirment, loaned for the purpose by The Alaska Railroad, was installed.
Carpenters have been working erecting tent fremes and constructing wanigans,
with fourteen 14' x 16' and five 18' x 24! tery frames and four wanigans com-
pleted during the month., An 18! x 26! Quonset hut was also erected, All new
Caterpillar.equipment was delivered during the month and was put into operation
as received,

The Cantwell survey has been extended to the Jack River Crossing,
vith profile levels and X-sections completeds A preliminary survey has alse
been pushed northerly to the MNenana River crossing, and mapping of both cros-
sings and extension of the Jack River survey will be made as soon as a boat
can be obtained,

wdpe
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Rocl around the bluff from Station 152 £ 50 to station 155 #£ 50 was completed
ard the rocd has been cleared and stripped to Mile 4, with grading completed to
Mile 0.5, Screen tests of the gravel on the Jack River bar indicate thet it
may be satisfactory for the concrete work in foundations and floors for the
permanent camp, Samples are being submitted to the lzboratory at Anchorage

for final testing.

ge Homer Roads.,

Routine maintenance was performed an the Homer rceds., Ditches were
cleared, culverts opened and the worst mud holes spot gravelled. An estimste
is being prepared for grzvelling of Horer roads, based upon securing material
from recently loczted deposits on Olsen MHountain for use in gravelling the Zast

Hill roads.

r. Farm Roads.

Work was continued on the Campbell Airfield System, Southeast of
Anchorage during the month. A camp was set up on Campbell Creek at the Northeast
end of the airstrip, from which Forermzn Bruhn's grading and gravel crushing
crews have been operating since May 1l. Approxins=tely 4 miles of rcadway have
been cleared and stripped, and 3 miles of road graded cduring the month. Gravel
for surfacing will be obtained from a pit located near the center of the job,
for wiich a special uce pemit has been secured from the Bureau of Land Manc-

genent,

Work continued on the Huntley road near Palmer with a total of 1.5
miles of roadway being cleared and siripped and grading completed on approximately
1 mile, A gravel deposit has been uncovered in one of the rcad cuts, and an
easement for use of zravel from this source is being secured from t he owner cf
the property on which the deposit occurs, Securing of this mterial will con-
.siderably improve the gravel situation for all the roads in the Lazy Mountain
area, as it has previously been necessary to haul gravel up a steep winding
grade from the lMatanuska River bed. : '

2. By Contract,
a, Glemn Highray - A,

Morriscn-Knudsen Co., Contractars for the grading and paving of
this portion cf the Glenn Highway, resumed opecrations on the first of the
month and assumed m2intenance of the unpaved portion of the road at that
time., The crusher-base material laid in the fall of lzst year was re-pro-
cessed from the Anchorsge City limdts through Fort Richardson to the east gate,
with the exception of a short section approximately 500 feet in length adja-
cent to the Pacific Airmotive hengar at Merrill Field, which showed failure
during the spring breakup. Tis section was excavated approximately 3 feet deep
and backfilled with select borrow material, wiich work was completed late in

the month,

—5me
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MC-2 prime coat was applied on approximately 4 miles of the
highvay, beginning at Taylor Street in Mountain View and continuing north-
east through the Military Post, and RC-3 plant-mixed surfacing laid on the

primed roadway for approximately 3 miles.

be Glenn Highway B-l. ,

McLaughlin Construction Co., contractors for this grading and
paving of this portion of the Glenn Highway, commenced paving operations
* during the month. Crusher-base material leid last fall was re-processed
and subgrade prepared from Mile 48 to lMile 55. The first mile of prime
oat, from Mile 48 to Mile 49, applied with the MC~2 asphalt as received
from the Anchorage asphalt storage plaat, fsiled to penetrate properly. Ad-
dition of sufficient kerosene to cut the asphalt back to Grade ¥MC~0 was
attempted with very satisfactory results, the prime cost penetrating from
% to 3/L4 inches in from ocne to fouwr hours after applicztion. Prime coat of
this material was then applied on the prepared subgrade to Mile 55, and plant-
mixed surfacing, RC-3, laid full width from Mile 48 to Mile 49, during the.

month,

Grading was continued on lLong Lake Hill between Mile 85 and Mile
86, and crusher-base material, produced in the plant set up at Mile 74, was

stock-piled for future use. :

Ce Glenn Highvay B-l.

Engineering work on this project consisted of running check levels
between bench marks, st.king and X-sectioning of gravel pits, re-establishing
-and referencing the YL" line, with the of{ice forces continuing on final
design. The contractor has not moved in to begin construction on this section.

de Spenard Road.

Lytle-Green Company, contractors for this project, began operations
on May 8, and has completed all excavation and borrow except between Station
30 and Station 78, Approxim:tely 20,000 cubic yards of select borrow was se-
cured from the CAA gravel pit, which exhausted this source of material. The
balance of the select borrow required is being obtained from the Merrill Field
pit.

A special metzl culvert was installed at the Chester Creek crossing,
Drainage culverts have been instzlled on 90%Z of the contract; and all crusher-
base material, aggregates for plant-mixed surfacing and seal coat chips manu-
factured and stock-piled.

Engineering work consisted of furnishing grade stakes for the con-

tractor ‘as necessary. The "L" line for the proposed Sand Lake extension to the
International Airport, was run and profile taken; and plan and profile have
been plotted for submission to Juneau,

b
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e, Warehouse Addition.

Breeden and Smith, Contractors for this project, began opera-
tions on May 1 and have completed erecting scaffolding; re-inforced the
second story columns; and poured concrete for the beam seat and parapet
caps. Stran-Steel Joists and Studs for the erection of this addittion
have been received and stock-piled at the site.

f. Bridg €8s

Munter Construction Company, Centractor for the Matanuska River
and Peters Creek Bridges, moved equirment to the Matanuska River Bridge site
on May 14, and started setting forms for the pier at the Palmer end of the
bridge. .

It was discovered the existing pier was underrined by river action,
which necessgitated the redesign of this pier and relocation of the bridge,
Thi.s redesign vwas performed by Mr, Schultz, Bridge Design Engineer from Head-
quarters Office. Steel shset piling was secured from The Alaska Railroad and

transported to the site for use in the new pier as designed. Engineering work
at the site has consisted of re-establishing center line and bench marks and

re-staking the new bridge location.
Steel for the Peters Creek bridge was received and stored at the
Anchorage Depot. *

Ray F, Johnson, Engineer GS-7, has been appointed Acting Resident
Engineer on these projects,

3« Weather,

Temperatures during May have been normal,with overcast days pre-
dominating. As only O.47 inches of precipitation heve fallen in the past 5
months, no delays have been incurred by wet weather,

Le Miscellaneous,

Mr, G. M. Tapley and Thor Rivenes arrived on an i.rispection trip on
Monday May 1, Mr. Tapley proceeding to Glennallen emd Fairbanks on May 3.

Sidney Lundwall arrived on Friday May 5, to work on reconcillation
of property inventory, returning to Juneau Thursday May ll. )

Mr., Tapley returnsd to Anchoraze on Sunday May 7, and Mr. Goodson
arrived on May 8, returning to Juneau presumably on May 1Oth.

-
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Mr. A.F.Ghiglione, Chief Engineer, arrived on Saturday May 10,
and accompanied by lMr, Niemi, District Engineer, proceeded an an inspection
trip to Kenai and Cantwell, Thursday May 11, returning to Anchorage an
Tuesday May 16. Mr. Ghiglione left May 17 for Glennallen and Haines,

Colonel John R. Noyes, accompanied by L. A, Hatchett, Assistant
District Engineer, left Anchoragze on Satwrday May 13, on an inspection trip
.over the Glenn, Richardson,Alaska Highvays and Tok Cutoff, returning to
Anchorage on londay May 15. Colonel Noyes proceecded to Nome on Tuesday

Mr, Tapley and Mr, Schultz arrived in Anchorage on Saturday .
May 24, to investigate pier condition of the Matanuska Bridge.

Wm. J. Niemi
District Engineer

=)
B}’%/«Wi/

E.C.Sim.ons, District Chief Clerk

»
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a, Anchorage Roads

Regular maintcnance was performed on the Anchorage roads L"’///
during the month., Culverts were thawed and ditches ovpened up, Run~nff
vater in Ship Creek uncermined the north appreach to the 4th Avenne
Bridse late in the month and gravel was hauled and the approach back
filled, Trafiic was ol stopped during this operation.

Yast "G" Street between 12th and 1Lth became exceedingly soft
early :Ln the montih and gravel vas hauled to this area, At no time cad
the road becone lipozssacle to traffic, however,

be Fotter Readsy

.

Potter road was maintained with graders during tne :ontix and
the snmzll glaciers at Rg.obﬁc. Cresx-were taken care of by glzcier fence and
thaw boiler, Later in the month due to the early spring run-off ferces
were reroved and ditches and culverts were opened up, A crusher was

brousht over froln Glennallen, overnauled and moved to Wells pit.

£,
|
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ce OSpenard md San

Spenard road renained in fine shape during the entire montn
althaizh small glacisres occurred, and were taken care of on Romig Hill.
Sand L&{e roads started to break up on the 20th and two mud holes on Hasp-
berry road were graced out and gravel was heuled in,

de  Paluer Hizhway:

liaintenance with motor graders was performed during the month,
Culverts werc tiawed, glaciers talen care of, and snow fences romoved and
stored. On the 5d, patrols were started over tie surfaccd scutian between
Anchoraze and Falner. Distortion of tie pavexent from frost heaving was
first notCu on the 6th at liiles 20.5, 31.0, and 39.5. Spongy subgrade de-
veloped at lile 39.5 on the 9th,and on the 12th a 755 gross load reotrnctlon
was placed on trucks, and speed liil reduced to 55 IiPH, Truck load liuits
were further roduced to 504 on the lith. Partiazl breakup of the paverent

/¢
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occurrcd at Mile 22.6, 39.4, 40,0 and 41.8; As no other places showed .any
sign of distress, no further restrictions were imposed on traffic during the
month,

The rotk slice on Pioneer Peak continued activity during the early part
of the mmth. Two large slides moved dovn but did not reach the road, BMr.
Niemi and r, Abbott flew over the Peak and confirmed our suspicions that
the moveiuent was a bedding plane slide caused by frost action in the cracks
and crevices in the rock., All danger frow the slide now appears to be past, but
warning sizns will be left in place until all activity stops. The longitidinal

(5]
.
S m

cracks wiich nave appearcd on tae Eklutna flats have not cpread further dwing
the manih ana appearances are tiat they can be sealed with asphalt vefore the
seal coat is applied. :

es Anchoraze Depot:

Work at the depot during the month consisied of erecting Cook'!s
Quarters, using a section of Quonset hut; movinz surplus property from Fte
Richardson to the depot; and finishing the mezzanine floor in the garzge.
less was started April 10, and at that time the engineering crews for Spznard
road nmoved to town and vers established in the bunik hcusess Surplus property
obtained froi the Post Salvage Yard consisted of 16 all metal refrigerators;
125 Kl gas ligint plant, road flares and numerous amall iters. Saveral of tie
refrigerators are in excellent caidition and two nhave alresady been put into
service; one in the iareacuse and one 1n the Anclorage liess.

fo Valler Roacds:

v Work on the Valley roads consisted of routine maintenance with
the motor graders; rasoval cnd sborage of all snow and glacier fence; thawing
culverts; and ditching and draixing, Sutton caxp site was cleared oub; the
old uwnloading romp wes torn down and all timbers moved to the Palmer depot.

rk wos started lzte in the month on brush removal alang all Valley rcads
to cut Gown our stow-drifiing proulems. At present tine appro:dmately & milcs
of brush have been rauoved, This is being done with the cooperation of the
farmers concerned who will replace all fences ramoved by our operations.

\;4"0 w1

g. Glenn Hizhway:

Work done on the Glenn Hirhway consisted of removing and storing
+ i ~ 3 adewrar 2lor s tha 1. ; 1.
glacier fences; cleaning sluffed rock {rom the road-way along tie iiatanuska
3 o 1 T S e N m 3
hauling pit-run gravel on frost bolls as tiey appearec., ine road

River; and ppea: he 1
Zarly in the wmonta thaw-

remained in good condition during the entdre wmonth. : 2t
ing and freezing weather caused ice to foma between Caribou Creek and Sheep

lMountain. These icy- spots were sanded as they fommed,

(R ‘ v Y] / -
On April 9th rock slides nearly closed the road at Mile 69. The
slides were removed by graders and bucket loader, Gléciers that had formed

at Mile 77 gave no troublg.

he Sterling Hirhways

Regular meinterance was performed on the gatire highway ?.nd on
the 15th, duc to thowing weather, the road was closed to truck traffic., Comp



A.E.Ghiglione, Juneau - - P,3

was erected at Linilchik and a smell crew was moved in to gravel several
swarps in that area with scrapers and to open up additional gravel pits.,

i. Flat Roads:

The foot bridge across Otter Creek at the point where the old
bridge was formerly located, was completed except for filling the approaches,
This work cannot be accouplished until late in the season due to the fact
the ground is still frozen and gravel cannot be hauled,

je Takotna Rozds:

No report has been received from Foreman Poorman as yet., However,
equiprent overhaul is getting under way. .

ko, Dillinghan Roads:

Work at Dillingham consisted of removing several large mow drifts
that were by-passed duri.g the winter season due to the press of other work,
Snow vhiich fell curing te month was too wet to handle witn the Sno-Go, but
the D-7 kept the roads open at all times, Late i tie month the AC Patrol
was taken out, srzll holes were fillec and tic roads wers graded. Run-off
this year was very easy on tie roads in the area, and tiey are in good condi-
tion, the only bad spot being the hill to the hospital,

1., Kodizk Roads:

The ground tihawed sufficiently curing the month to permit hauling
rock for the Mission Eeach breai waters on the 14th, The roads resained in
fair shape all month altiiough they were too soit to accomplisn anytihing by -
grading., On the 20th worlik was started hauling gravel o the A0S Recelver
Station road. ‘

me McKinley Park Roads:

No snow fell during the month at McKinley Park and thawing during
days and freezing at night gave us a swmall run-off -dth very little duicge to
the road, Culverts wer. thawed between the statim and Park lieadguarters and
cinders werc hauled on tie icy hills. Overheul is continuing at tiie station
with the Cats and “rucks ready to go ond work being concentrated on placing

a new base under the shovel. Iliess was started a: tiue 27th. At the present

tire thz road has been opaied up as far es 19 iile, fThe season is ecrly this

year, calling for an earlicr start on protectiig road during run-off.

n., Cantwell Roads:

Forepan Rogers, with a small crew, oved into Cantwell April 3.
(=) > 3
At that tine a tent camp waus established at tie Reilrozad. f1hie men had guarters
Y i
at the Reed llouce wntil tiils canp wac caupleted. A permenent cuip area was
located by kMr. Rogers and lir, Jess, Ingineer, and on the 12th Mr, Nlemi went

to Cantiell and approved the site, Survey was then made of the area and work



A.F.Ghiglione, Juneau = = = —p,4

started on clearing for permanent installaticns, Oil was freichted during
the month 2long the proposzdé line of thie road. toward Paxson. Caches are
being placec at ilile &, 20, 30, 36 and 48. The area a&round Cantwell wes
prospected for gravel otut as yet ro setisfactory material hzs been found,

It appears that we will have to obtain £ill material fro: Jack River, back-
hauling with carryells, Strioping operations were started late in the ionth
vt the right-ol-way bevueen Jack River and the camp site, a distance of
approxiintely 1 mile, being stripped enc mede ready for grucding, 4t the
present time plans are to start the roci work at Fish Creek, lile 2,5, the

Y

lst of liay. Compressor from ilcKinley Park has been moved down to do the work.

o. Homer Goads:

nec

,dorix at liorer consisted of maintenance idth the blaces, cleaning
ut ditches on the niil road, opening up culverts and hauling gravel to nud
holes as they appearac.

Pe Farm Ro:uds:

e Wiork was started on the Campbell Lirfield Systam Southezst _21’;‘
Anchicrace late in tne month and approximetely one mile of road was cleared.
Frost was encountered at a depth of aperoxinately 3 incues, raiing for ideal

stripping concitians. However, plans arz: going forward te start grading, as

much of the road across tue swaupy areas can ve filled 'with carryalls vefore
the frost is out by bresling open borrow pits. Gravel pitc in the vicinity
of the Campvell Alr strip,wiiich have been strivped by the armay, appear to be

frees of frost.

Work was started lat: in the month on the lluntley Road neer Palmer,
an extension to the Lazy tountain road system. At the preseut time 0.2 mile
24
o

has besn stripped and grading hos teen sterted,

2, By Contract:

a, Glenn nicghway - A,

.

Jonn Heapala, PRA Besident Engineer on Glenmn A, arrived in Anchorage
late in tle month to begin work on tiiat seciion of road. The cantrzctor set
up a washing plaut on the 25th at the Fort Richardsan pit and began washing
chips for a sezl coat,

L 4
be Glenn Highway - B-l,

Work is continuing on design at the Engineering Office in Palmer.
Barly in the month the contractor sturted the crusher anc is crushing and stock
piling materials in anticipation of beginning actual rood work eaz:ly in Hay.
Crading was continved during the monti: on Long Lake Grade, lile &6 - &7.

ce Glemn Highway B=2,

! lir, McAlister!s Survey crews moved to Eureka Road House early in
he month and work is being carried on in the field, picking up final levels

.
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and slope staking those portions of the road on whicﬁ final design has
been approved,

d. Spenard Road,

Contract was awarded Lytle and Green Company for grading and
paving Spenard Road from the Anchor:ge City limits to Lake Spenard, lir.
Ellery, Resident Engineer, began steking the project April 15th. Ingineer-
ing work is going ahead rapidly, as the contractor plans on beginning
operaticns on liay &th.

e, Warehouse Addition.

Contract was awarded Breeden and Smith, Local Contractors, fer
buildizg a taird story on our existing Warehouse for adninistrative offices.
Due to pending carpenter strike the contractors moved in and erccted initial
scafolding witn the nopes tiat the steel work could go ahzad even though
carpenter work might be delayed, Ir., Allan T, Fleischbein, Office Zngineer,
will be inspector e the job. '

3. Weather,
The temperaturcs during April were normal, iith precipitation for
the month the lowest recorded lor 30 years. warm days and {reezing nights

permitted a ccunulcted moisture to evaporate at aporozimiiely tne sazme rate
as thawing occurred, resulting in very iittle actusl breckup of road surrace.

Le HMiscellaneous:

Colonel John R. Hoyes and lir. Noble arrived on an inspection Utrip
Honday April 3, and {lew to Fairbanxs the 5th.

The new Chevrolet Sedan arrived iroa Seattle the 3d.

District Engineer liemi macde an inspection trip to Cantwell April
12, retuming to anclorage tiie 15th.
b o

AJF.Ghiglione, Chief Engineer, arrived from Junezu on an inspection

e
trip April 19, and left for Fairben:is on the 22d.
Douglas 1, Layman, Engineer GS-9, started an a tour of all Dis*f,ricts
April 20, for the purposc of detemuining type and location of traffic signs
on all main Alasikan Highways,
District Engineer Niemi nade an inspection trip of the Kenai Penin-
sula April 27, returning to Anchors n the 29tfi.

7~ (7
Wiie d LA demd
District Zngineer

HTq
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SUBJZCT: . lonthly rrogress report for March 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchoraze, Alasia

1, Bv Government Forces.

o 3 .

a, Anchorarze 2oods:

Reguler maintenance was performed on 2ll Anchorage roads during the
mnth. This consisted of sanding hills and curves, rlacier control and chin-
ping ice, Late in the month, severzl of the roads showed sisn of breaking up.
This was especiezlly noticcablce on Zast "GM between 10th' Avenue and Fireweed
Lane whers some gravel vos ".a,lea in and some ditching was dore to g2t rid of
surfece water., The gracers in the Anchorage srea were put on & shift from noon
until 8:00 P.ll., in order to taite adventegze of the afternoon thawing weather.
On the 25th eppro:iz tely 4 inches of snow fell, nalzing the roads very slick for
trafiic. A1l dengsrozs areas were inmmediztely sanded ard by the 27'5:1 &ll the
ice had malted off the roads, '

¢3/46¢

b, Palmer Hihwav:

Regular naintemrce was performed on all Palmer roads during the month
and cinders wvere nguled cnd spread on &ll dangerous curves ond h_...ls. The eglacier
at 1ile 17 ranained active ¢ Lz:_n; ths ,.or.t‘l but zn oil druw heater built in tle
shon kepot the culverts open and ice off the roads The deck on the Knik River
bridge becarie loose during the manth and was renailed. Late in the ucath rock
slides starisd on Ficneer Feak betwesn miles 36 and 37. It apoears that the rock
points at the peak of the mountain ere disintegrating and breaking loose aue to
frost action, Sizce the 22d o. the month, severacl large slides have taiten place
with boulders weighing several tons roiiing to within a few hundred fect of tle
highway. As yet there ave been no rocls hit the rosd, although a trafiic warning
has been placed in the local papers. The paving laid down last foll shows very
little sign of breaking slthough longitudinal cracks have appeared in several
places on the Eklutra flat. Inspection by hoth officials from Juneau and ZEngineers
from this office reveal that some setilenent has taken place on the edges of the
£i11 but the casensus of opinion is that the cracks are mainly due to frost
heaves in the mud flat,

‘co Anchorarce Denot:

Work continued on the old warehouse and it was moved into the depot arca
on the lst of March. The engineering section drew up plans for powring concret
floor, erecting pipe colunns, cutting cut two large doors- .in "the end and remov:.x*sz
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all partitions., Plans are to set the warchouse on solid foundation and use
it for warm storage during the winter moaths,

Work was startcd on pouring the mezzanine floor of the earage on the
22d, The floor was poured in sections and at the present time approxizately one
half of the work is completed.

Work was also started in getting the bunk houses and mess hall in the
area ready for occupancy. Tne mess hall floor was covercd with liasonite; all
buildings werc painted winite inside and a short section of Quonset Hut was
erected for rook'!s quarters. Plans are to start the less early in April.,

d, Valley Roads:

Little trouble was experienced in the Valley during the month, although
one crevw worked continuousl; on widening roads and winging back berms. The glacie
that occurred last oanth on the Cottonwood Cresk was taken cars of by blasting
an ice dam about three miles below the present bridge and alloving the water to
return to the creek chanel,

e, Glenn Hisnwav:

A small crew was kept busy on the Glenn Hizhiey keeping glaciers off tie
road; sanding hiills, amd taging ccre off spall rock slides that coame down along
the Matanusica River,

f. Sterling Hignway:

The Sterling Higlzray was open for traffic during the entire month and
very little was done on maintenace due.to the frozen condition of the surface.
Early in the month oil was ha:led and rtock piled at Stariski River, which is
midway on the section that as not finished lust rear, Plans are to erect camp
at Stariski and wori bothways from there on grading and placing base course

eravel,

g, Talleetna:

Mr., Mulvaney went to Tallicetna on the 20th 4o take care of getting oil
and supplies across the river before the break-up., This was completed and kMulvaney
retumed to Anchoragze Saturday when he started work with the boiler crew,

h, Takotna:

Fred M. Poorman,Foreman, and one man started work at Takotna on equip-
ment overhaul on tle 27th. ’ o

i, Dillingham: ' ,

Strong winds and rather heavy snow fall at Dillinghan the early part
of the month filled all roads but by working lang hours the foreman, kr. Palmer,
had the road opzn ogain for triffic on the 12th., Since that time all roads have
been open and, according to reports from local rzsidmts, in very good snave,

«

R le
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Work on the Kodiak roads consisted of hauling gravel to chuck holes and
frost boils on lission and 11111 Bay road, and hauling rock into the IMission Road
brealt water., Heavy rains in the area has caused quite a bit of sluffing of rock
on the hase road and the grader les beein busy all nonth on this section.

!

k, Cantuell:

Mr. Claude Rogers, Foreman, retumed to Homer on the 8th to expedite
the moving of tractor and truck equipment for Cantwell, He retumed to Anchorage
on the 22d to complcte prepara’ Lons here, Lumber was semt up from Anchorage fer
bhe initial construction of tent fromes and ¥Mr., Rogers plens on leaving with
a small crew on April 3d, ,

1, McKinlev Pork:

Mr., Paul H. Stovzsr, Foreman for }.cﬁmle,/ Parle, arrived in Anchorage early
in the month. He took leave upon arrival in Anclorage end went to Fairbanks.
On his return from Fairbants he stopped off at the Park to checik equipment and
buildings. Some time during the winter, the carburetor had been removed from the
starting motor of tine new D-6 tractor, and it appeared that several of the trucks
had been used, lr. Stover will return to the Park April 3 to be:r:'m equipument
ovemaul ard will at that time instigete a thorough investigation.

2., By Con tract,

2 Glenn Hizhurazy:

Work is continuing on design at the engineering office at Palmer, The
cantractar started work on Harch 6 with cne slovel and two coupressars, At that
time field partics ard inspectors were placed with the contractor'!s forces.

The old warehouse at Sutton was moved o Palmer and finished off as an
engineering office, and the office that was operziing in the dining room of
the mess hall was moved into these quarters on the 285th, The mess hall will be
started and meals served on April 1. James Simpson is being established as cook
at Palmer,

b, Glenn Hi~hvey B-2:

Design work is being carried on in the Palmer engineering office with
McAlister in charge. COne crew was established at Eurelra Road House late in
the month to finish cross sections and levels that wers not picked up last yeor.

¢. Glenn Highwey,A:

Realignment of approaches and abutment stake-out were accomplished on
the Matanuska River Bridge. Concrete aggregate samples were taken from both
Pcters Creek and iatanuska River and submiited to the Fort Richardson Laboratory
for analysis. Some excavation work was done for the location of piers of the

Eklutna bridze.
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3+ MWeather:

° The v'!,eg.’t,lrisg /.for Harch was warrer than usual, t he averagc being é.pprozimatelv
6~ above mesh-~uvorase to date. Very little snow fell in and around Anchorage;
aprroxirately five inches the entire month.

Lo Miscellaneous:

Mr, Wm. J, lNiemi, District Ingineer, returned from temporary Army duty on
March 9. '

Mr. Thor Rivenes, arrived fram Juneau on an inspection trin lMarch 14, Ir.
Leon i, Delude, llaterials Ingineer~, G3-11, arrived from the States on larch 135,
On the 16th I, Rivenes and Xr. Delude left Anchorage for Glennallen.

On Karch 13, Mr. Stevart, District Engineer, and kr, Cameron, Assistant
District Engineer, Valdcz District, errived in Anclorege. lr. Camercen was on
his way outside on leave, IMr. Stewart retumed to Valdez on the 1l9th.

Mr. Goodson and Zugene White arrived in Anchoraze over the highway o, the
22d, They left for Juneauv by plane on the 24th, ‘

YR
Ci

ir.e Wn. J. Nleml, District Zngineer, r2de an inspection tour of i
on the Kenai Peninsula on the 27th and 2Cth, returniiz to Anchor:ge on the <9th.

Very truly yours,
FQR THE DISTRICT ENGLZER

Q4. Kkl

LoA a HatChett
TAH:vm ' bLssistant District Zngineer
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Alaska Road Commission
Junezu, Alaska
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Dear Sir: : ‘ f.Engr,

dmin,.... /
Monthly Progress Feport for February 1950, Anchorage 1*’03 ns. %
District, Anchorage, Alaska. bkncrg. . 720,

1, By Government Forces. feseeceeacean

-------------

a. Anchorzge PRoads:

Regular maintanence, consisting of sanding hills and curves, Qi);
glacier control, and chlppmg ice, was performed on all Anchorage 7
roads during the zorth, io snow fell during the month but on the ’7
second, surfece wincds drifted the rcads full. +inds continued Lz
through the third, fourtk end fifth and plows, by working during this
period on twenty-four hour shifts, succeeded in keepirng the main roads

and school bus routes open. Side roads drifted fuli, however, snd

could not te cleared until the fifth, Glacier at the foot of Fomig

Hill becsme active on the twenty-second, Glacier fence was erected,
culverts were thawed, ditches were opened up.

£g/s€

b, Palmer Hichway:

Regular maintensnce was performed on the highwey during the
month, Due to excentionally cold weather, the pavenent became slick
and wss sanded continually on the hills and sharp curves, The glacier
at Mile 17 remzined active during the month and a heater was installed
above the culvert to keep it cpen, Highwey remained free of snow cdur-
ing the entire month except for smow drifting at Merrill Field,

Ce Anchorage Depot:

“Work continued on the old warehouse at the foot of "C' Street
hill and on the twenty~eighth the building was moved across the rail-
road tracks and up Ship Creek, Some difficulty was encountered getting
under low hanging telephone lines but the lines were removed by the
Rai%road and the building was moved into the Depot Area on the first
Of lmcho

The roof drains in the warehouse gave no trouble during the
month,

w%f% M{ (=3
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de Valley Roads:

Wind started blowing in the Valley on the second, plugging all roads
except the main highway., Crews worked 24 hours a day and succeeded in opening
the Palmer-¥%asilla and Pelmer-isatanuska roads., Winds continued uvntil the
sixteenth, All roads vere not opened until the nineteenth, At the present time
there is no snow in the fields around Palmer but there are berms of from four to
ten feet along the roads., Several bad glaciers formed on the Fairview road on
the twenty-fifth., This was coused by Cottonwood Creek freezing threc miles below
the bridge and backing the water up., At the present time there is about six inches
" of water over the Uridse and tlans are to blast the ice dam. This does not close

=4

the road to traffic, however, as the half mile of closed road can be by-passed,

e, Glenn Hichway:

On the Glenn Highway the crew was kept busy chipping ice, erecting
glacier fences and sanding rcads., Several small rock slides came down along the
Matanusks River but were immediately removed,

f. Sterling Highway:

High winds early in the month closed the road between Kasilef and
Starisky end also between Ken=2i Jurciion and lMcose Eiver, ZRozds were again opea
for traffic on the fourteenth and the remainder of the month was spent in winging
back berms, sanding and glacier control.

Mr, Claude Rogers, General Foreran from Eomer, came to Anchorage on the
fourteenth to begin zetting resuisitions ready for the Cantwell work, At that
time 21l the work on the peninsula was turned over to Ralph Soberg.

Iovis Hendricks, Engineer at Kenai, is still busy securing right-of-
way easements,

g. Bethel:

Plans for securing a Quonset hut for storage and shop work by Foremsn
Marsh at Bethel has fallen through as therc are none row available in the area,
Eery little snow fell in this area and no maintenence was needed during the month,

h, Dillingham:

. Snow removal continued at Dillingham during the month with much of the
time being spent on that section of road between Dillingbam and Windmill Fill.®
The Sno-z0 carried :mch of the load until late in the month when trouble was ex-
perienced with the Ford engine, Parts were imuediately sent to Dillinghom for
repair but durirg the time snow removal continued by use of the dozer and grader,
Several local residents were in the office during the month and appeared to be very
well pleased with the work of our local foreman in the area.

i, FKodiak:

Work eccomplished at Kodiak during the month consisted of snow re-
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" moval end winter maintenance., Due to the mild winter in this ares no glaciers
formed and all culverts remained open ¢uring the month, Steady winds caused
some drifts and cne plow was kept busy removing drifts as they occurred., Work
continued on the breakwater on lMission Beach. Coarse rock was hauled in from
the Base road and retaining logs were replaced,

Jo Contwell:

Mr, Clauvde Rogers arrived in Archorage on the fourteenth and requi-
sitioning was instigated for materials and equirment which will be needed at
Cantwell for the forthccming season, On the twenty-seventh Mr., Rogers and
Mr, Jess, locating engineer, flew from Anchorage to Canfiwell to look the ground
over and study snow conditions., Mr, Jess caugnt a gas car on the twenty-eighth
on route reconnaissance from Cantwell to the Parik, Snow conditicne cn the eatire
route sre good - there teing very little snocw either at Cantwzll or on the pro-
posed route to the Park. .

k, Homer Dock:

On the night of the sixth ice in Kachemek Bay, torn loose by high
tides and strong winds, took out seven fender piles on the face and two piles
on the approach of the Fomer Dock, Materials for the repair was furnished by
the Public Utilities Listrict at Eomer arn2 repeirs were effected by the Alasia
Road Commission. Crane was moved down from Kenai to drive the piles. Cost of
repairs were borne by the Tesrritory end the Utilities District,

2. By Contract:

a., Glenn Hizhway, B-1:

Work is continuing cn final design at the EIngineering Office at Palmer,
At the present time 38% of the design has been completed,

b, Glemn Hizhway, B-2:

Some winter work has been carried on at the upper end of Glenn B-2,
This consisted of getting final levels ond grzdes so design can be accomplished,
Design work is teing carried on at the Palmer ¥ngineering Office, Twenty-iwo
percent of the work is completed at the present time,

c. Glenn Highway, A:

Some work was done late in the month on the east end of the Matanuska
Bridge in conjunction with the design for the pier, ZFrost was thawed oand holes
were excavated to solid rock, Klevation of the rock and final cross sections
were taken,

. 3¢ Weather,

The weather for February was colder than normal, Although no snow
fell, due to the severe cold and gale-force winds, trouble was experienced

1
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keeping the roads cleared for traffic. On the twenty-seventh the temperature
reached a high of 33°%, the first time above freezing temperature has been ex~
perienced in Anchorage since the twenty-fourth of November,

4. Miscellaneous:

On the second, Mr, Williax J, Niemi, District Engineer, entered active
duty at Elmendorf Air Base for a period of thirty-five days. '

Mr, Donald H, l4ller, Chief, Administrative Division, and Mr, Sidney L.
Iundwall, Cost Engineer, arrived from Junezu on an inspection tour on the
fourteenth, They left Anchorage by car for Gleanallen on the fifteenth.

Miss liary Jones, Stenogrzpher from Juneszu, arrived in Anchorsge February
seventeenth, She left for Valdez via car on February twentieth,

-Mr. Arnold R, Plumrer, Highway Engineer - GS9, and Mr, Dean B. Kintner,

Instrumentman - GS5, arrived in Anchorage on the twenty-seventh, They have been
assigned to work in the Palmer Ingineering Office.

Very truly yours,

Wm, J, Niemi, District Engineer

py .0, N0 50

L, A, Batchett, Asst. Dist, Engineer

LAH:mtp



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSIOHW
ANCHORAGE DISTRICT
Anchorage,Alaska

Mr, A. F. Ghiglione
Chief Engineer

Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir: ~w¥1¥=;;;;/7 f | &ii/z

# [ o

Monthly Progress Report for Janucry 1950, Anchordgennlstrlct%ff‘*
Anchor;ge, Alasxa, stya
. \\

l. By Government Forces,

a. Anchorare Roads:

Regular maintenance cosisting of sanding hills and curves,
glacier control and chipping ice off the road was carried on throughout
the month, Snow fell on the first, second and fourth of the manth but
plows kept it bacik and all the roads remained open to traffic. The
glacier on Romig Hill on Spenard Road started working anc moving onto
the road, culvertis were opened up &anc 2 fence was erected. No snow fell
during the rest of the month and the:snow berms were winged backe. The
Campbell Airstrip road was plowed out on January 10 to provide access to
the numerous families in that area.

w78

€8‘ /GE

be Palmer Highwayv:

. Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the
month, Sanding was continued throughout the month on the pavement and hills,
The glacier at Mile 17 moved over onto the highway on the 27th and the ice
was chipped off, fence was erected and the culvert and creek channel were
thawed., A heater of oil drums was installed in the sand pileat 27 nile
to thaw and dry out'the sand for future sanding.

ce Anchorace Depotg

‘Some work was done on the old warehouse at the foot of "C" Street
hill getting it ready to move., The walls were jacked up ready for the skids.
This work is being carricd on by the maintenance crews,

Some trouble was experienced with the roof drains in the cold
storage section of the warchouse, The drain was thawed with the boiler but
there still seems to be a bad leak. It appears that the roof leaks, the
water runs uncuer the roofing to the drain opening in the roof and then runs
down on the outside of the drain., Although the drain was plugged in an ef-
fort to force the water to the drains in the warm storage, glaciers are still
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formed on the floor of the cold storage section. Finally the entire
roof was shoveled off to stop the trouble,

d. Valley Roads:

.

‘ Early in the month heavy snows and strong winds closed all.
the Valley roads., Snowing stopped -on the 4th and the winds -died down and
the roads were quickly opened up, The remainder of the month was spent
in equipment repair and winter meintenance on the roads, Several bad
glaciers developed on the iasilla roads that requirsd constant attention
during the month. lir. Clyde V. King, General Foreman in the Palmer Area,
retired on the 22nd of the month and the vacancy was filled by Oliver Onkka,

ees Glenn Highwar:

On the Glenn Highway, the crew was lkept busy plowing snow, sand-
ing roads, cleaning sluffed rock off the .roadway and taking care of the
mumerous glaciers that appeared on the sidehill sections,

fe Sterlinz Hishway:

High winds and heavy snowfall early in the month blocled the
highway between Kasilof anc Starisky but the road wac open for traffic
as soon as the wind died down o the 6th of the month. GX ciers were taken
care of and the hills and curves were sanded, Equipment overhaul and paint-~
ing was carried on satisfactorily at both Kenai and Homer,

The Engineers at both places are busy securing right of -ay ease~
ments vherever the road right-of-way encroaches on private property.

ge _Bethel:

Mr, Clarence larsh, Foreman, was in Anchoreage during the month.
He is attempting to secure a quonset hut in the area to serve as a garage
and equipment storage.

he Dillingham:

Work at Dillinghem consisted of snow removal and maintenance of
the roads, building parts bins in the shop and overhaul of equipment. The
weather has been unusually mild in this arca and the roads have been open
for traffic 21l month, Snow fence was erected by pushing the snow up with
the dozer about one hundred feet fram the road on the prevailing wind side,
and drifting has been reduced to a minimum. Several residents of the Village
were in Anchorage during tle month and voiced their approval of the way our
work is being conducted in the area,

"y
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i, Kodiak:

Unusual weather was encountered at Kodiak this month. Very
little snow fell and warm rains melted what lay on the groaund keeping
the ground bare all month. On the 3rd numerous slides came down on the
Base rozd and glaciers started working on all roads, Maintenance work
consisted of picking ice, cleaning culverts and ditches and erscting
glacier barriers, Lake in the month a shovel boom was borrowed from the
Navy for our dregline and permanent repairs ca the iissia. Beach road
were started. A

2, By Contract,

as Glenn Hisnway, B-l:

Work was progressing on final design of this section with the
engineers working in the mess hall at Palmer., Approximately 28% of the
final design has been completed,

be Glenn Hizghway, B=2:

,

Fo W. McAlister, Resident Zngineer, returned from leave on the
Tth of the month and irent to work on design of this section. To date
approxinately 105 of the final design is completed, The work is being
carried on at Palmer. '

Ce Anchoracze Arartment Houses:

Early-in the month a break in the weather allowed the installa-
tion of the thermopane windows by the contractor. With their instellation
the contract was completed, as the remaining outside painting vas elimina-
ted by a Change Order., This work will be done by the Road Coruiission
during the sumer.,

3. Weather:

The weather for January was colder than normal; the average being
about 5 degrees lower than usual., Fourtecen inches of snow fell between the
first and fourth of January but since that date there has been no snowfall,
At Anchorage a new record for fog was established for the month as 22 days
of the month were foggy. . *

L. Miscellaneous:

Colonel John R. Noyes and Mr, Wm. J. Niemi made an inspecticn trip
to Kodiak on January 3. :

Due to the heavy snowfall, the tops of all tenks and the boiler
house at the Asphalt Plant werc shoveled off on the 4th, 5th ana 6th.

Clarence Hunt, Warchouseman,left on the 9th, on leave to the

&
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States. His place is being filled by the ren who was his assistant last
summer, Nicholas Savitsky,

Herry O. Vhite and O. B. Peterson made a tour of the Valdez and Fair-
banks Districts leaving Anchorage on the 5th and returning on the 13th,

Bs D, Stewart, Jr., Valdez District Engineer, arrived in Anchorage
on the 19th on his wey to the Juneau Confersnce,

Frank Nash and Jonn Hudert arrived in Anchorage on the 20th on
their way to the Juneau Conference,

Verr truly yours,

Wm. J. Niemi, District Zngineer

L.l Hatchett ,asst, Dist.ingineer

LAH:rm



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
LOREASATASKA
Anchorage, Alaska

g

January by 1950 Lf . g bar

' : o
Mr, Ike P. Taylor & e
Chief Engineer , ;b ’
Alaska Road Comaission ) E I :
Juneau, Alasika

Dear Sir:

Monthly progress report for December 1949, Anchorage District, C(_:
Anchoragze, Alasxa. < 7 K

l. By Government Forces,

~a. Anchoragze Roads:

Regular maintenance consisting of sanding hills and icy places,
glacier control, and chirring ice off the road was carried on throughout
the month, On the 7th, snow started falling with anproximately 9 incles
on the ground when it stopped on the Sth. Plows kept it off the roads
diring the day and started azzin early on the &th berming back and getting
ready for future falls. On the 13th approximaztely &€ inches fell and the
plows worked all thoat night meiking all roads passable for trafiic. Glaclers
started working on Rabbit Creek Hill on the Potter road ancd the ice was .
chipped off the road, glacier fence erected end the ditches thawed out,
Weather turned cold on the 23rd and stajyed dowvm below zero and clear until
the 30th. On the 31st about 4 inches of new snow fell and the plows re-
moved it at once,

falcg

b. Palmer Hichway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during
the month, Sanding vas continued throughout the month on the pavement and
on hills, ZXarly in the month, the glacier at lile 17 becane active and re-
quired work with the boiler, Culverts were thawed out and a channel orened
in the small creek to handle the water,

ce Anchorace D2pot:

Overhaul ard painting was carried on very satisfactorily during
the manth, The gasoline accounting system was started the first of the nionth
and an attendant is on duty at Anchecraze as a part-time job, doing mechanical
work during the remainder of the time. -

The vmarehouse has been warking all equipment and tools and get-
ting the property accounting set up and functioning, All surveying instru-
ments lave been called in and are receiving a check for possible repairs,
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Tripods are being painted orange as a safety measure,inas-
much as they are in need cf painting anyway. '

de Valley Rocds:

The Valleyr roads were kept clear of siow during the month,
Heavy snows and high winds on the 29th and 30th kept the plows at work on
2L hour shifts to keep traff_c moving, On the 31lst winds died and the
berms were pushed back in anticipetion of future storms.

e, 0Glenn Hichway:

On the Glenn Highway the crew wes busy plowing snow, sanding
wads, cleaning sluffed rocik off the rcadway and taking care of the numerous
glaciers that apreared on the sidehill sections,

-fo Sterling Eichiays

~ Work at both Kenai and Hower consisted of winter overnaul and
painting. Snow was rerioved from the roadway as it fell and the hills were
sanded and glaclers taiten care of with fencing or ditching.

g+ Form Roads:
Early in the month, a short piece of road vas completed, with

the exception of gravelling to connect Ninilechik vdth the Highwey. Two
tenths of 2 mile of road was graded up and one hbridge was constructed,

he Dillingham:

No report has been received as yet from the Dillingham area.
Neither have any lettars been received from the residents compleining about
conditions over there,

i. Kodiak:
Very little snow fell on Kodiak during the month although the
rainfall was rather heavy, The month was spent in equipment overhaul and
in keeping the numerous rock slides off the Base road,

Jo Nalmek Roads:

Field work was completed on the Naknek Village-Nalmek Airbase
road survey on the 9th of the month and Engineer Arthur L. Jess returned
to Anchorage, The naps of the route arc presently being drawn up so es-
timates on equipment and caistruction costs can be made,

k. Flat City Roads:

Although wrk was shut down earlier in the ssason on the Flat
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City roads, it became necessary for Foreman Alderson to roll the airfield
due to daily air traffic to the area. Our plans are for minimum maintenance
to keep the field safe for aircraft, '

L3

2, By Contract,

a. Glenn Highway, Section B-l:

The contractor closed down all operations on the 17th of the -
ronth due to poor production.. The ecrusher was shubt down an the 3rd because
o gravel freezing to the screens and cutting production to about 304, On
the 17th all field engineering field work was discontinued on the project
and hourly men released, Classified employees began working on design, The
Mess hall at Palirer was set up as a drzfting office and all design work on
B-1 and B-2 is being carried on at Palmer due to the critical housing condi~
tions in Anchorage.

be Glenn Hichwe—r B=2:

Field work was discontinued due to cold weather, about the middle
of the month and Resident Engineer McAlister went on leave for a few weeks.
Mr. Ellery is handling design on this section until McAlister returns.

ce Anchoraze Acartment Housesg

During the menth the apartment houses were sufficiently completed
to allow occupancy. Installztion of thermopane windows and adjustment of
furnaces is practically the only remaining work. Due to cold weather, tempo-
rary wincows will remain in until the thermopane can be put in places. All
apartments were occupied by tenants by Decerber 30,

3. ‘Weather:

Weather for Decerber was about normal with snow falling on the 3rd,
the 13th and the 19th. Temperatures remeined fairly high until the 2lst
when the mercury dronped to 15 below zero. From that time until the 3Cth of
the month temperatures did not rise above zero, with the low at Anchoraze of
minus 27 degrees. Snow fell on both the 30th and the 3lst, accompanied by
winds and drifting in the Matanuska Valley.

Lo Miscellaneous:

Harry R. Bates, Safety Engineer arrived on an inspection tour on the
lyth,
Harry O. White, Hag{er Mechanic,returned to Anchorage from the States

on the 18th.
Louis R. Hendricks, Zngineer, left on the 16th on leave to Seattle,

He plens to return early in January.

Colonel John R. Noyes arrived on the 26th on an inspection trip.

ile Jo Ni

District

Pt aria s d
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

HONEXIRCATSIORS

Anchorage, Alaska .
.December 29, 1949 vt

Mr. Ike P, Taylor, Chief Enginser
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Alaska Rawd Commission

Dear Mr, Taylor: Junsasy Alaaka

SRE7E Tt

R

Recommendations for 1950 operaticns in the Anc
outlined in your letter of NHovember 10, 1949, are subritted as follows:

SECTION I. This includes summer and winter maintenance of exist-
ing roads, continuation of projects and farm roads, asphalt plant overa-
tion, and engineering and inspection of contracts. Actual figures, as
furnished by Juneau, were used for liaintemance, Cantwell-Richardson Highway,
Sterling Highway and Farm Roadse All others are the best available
estimates,

SECTIOM II. Reconstruction and improvement of existing roads, ,
Covers recoriendations for regrading, widening and gravelling of roads
which are of low stancerd to mzet the nceds of increased traffic, Also.}
takes into consideration the need for zreater safety through improved

alignment and sight distance which in turn results in more rapid and C\'
less comtly maintenance, sumner and winter, ' N
“~

SECTION 11T, Under this se:ztion are the recommendations for new G

equipment based on specific amounts set up in directive of Hovember 10,
1949 for maintenance, new work and Farm Roads, Rehabilitation and
improvament can be accomplished with equirment set up for rmaintenance and

‘farm road construction except for iicKinley Park, When the exttent of that

program is known, nccessary equipment must be procured, . . v o
N Jernie f,‘aenz /‘:ﬁw h

SECTION I,

Route 35A, 35DB, lountain Roadss (58,0 liles Road; 1.0 Sled Road)

Only the barest meintenance was done during the past season and these
roads must ccre in for more attention in 1950. The rcad from Willow Sta-
tion to Lucky Shot needs regrading and spot gravelling. Bridges at Gold
Chord Creek, and Upper wWillow Creek on the Willow Creek Extension are
unsafe and must be replaced, Iiining activity is increasing with Snowbird
Mine working the year around, and Independence lMine opening up again. Win-
ter maintenance to the forks above Little Susitna Lodze consists nostly
of snow removala Coopcrative snow removal with operating mines is the
practice at prewent beyond the forks, with the miners paying for cost
of fuel and operator!s wages.
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Summer Maintenance = = = = = = = - = - - =$13,000,00
* Winter Maintenance- - - - - -—- = == =~ 7,000,00

Route 35B,F,G,H,J.—~ Valley Roads, (146.3 miles road) .

Heavy snow removal and breakup maintenance in the spring of 1949
drew heavily on maintenance funds and precluded any extensive maintenance:
on the Valley system duriagz the past season, The one exception was the
Wasilla-Knik road which cazme in feor regrading and gravel surfacing from
both maintenance and Farm Ro0ad Funds. An extensive program of maintenance
and iliproverent rust te undertaken without delay if tne Valley roads are
to be kept passable in the future, :

Gravel surfacing has almost completely worn out for 9% miles on the
Glenn Junction-rishiook roacd. The farm loop on this route needs brushing,
reditching and several gravel fills to bring the road up in low spots.

The VWasilla~Fishhook road is in fair condition but brush is closing
in on the roadwa;, esvecially on the upper end.

Additional brushing and ditching should be done cn 3% miles of the
Wasilla-Knik road.

The Palmer-l{atonusika Roads, which include the Springer System adja-

cent to Polmer, require extensive brushing, reditciing and gravelling. One . 5
small bridge has become unsafe and rust be replaced. 8\\'5‘1 R

i (\-

Wiasilla-Finger Laxe-Palmer Roads encamnpass one of the most heavily
settled and devsloped erecs of the Valley, The 11} miles between Palmer
and Wasilla is the most heavily travelled rcad in the system and requires
several short line changes to improve grades ard remove danzerous Curves.
Gravel is practically gone from the road surfucs bstween Four Corners and
Wasilla. Decking on Cottonwood Creek bridge must be replaced,

The Matanuska Trunk road is in need of extensive brush removal,
ditching and spot gravel.

Original gravel surface of the Bogard Road has deteriorated until
many short stretches are impassable in rainy weether. Decking must be
replaced on one small bridge,

Wasilla-latanuska road requires brushing, ditching and spot grevel.

The situstion in the Matanuska Valley will be mentioned further under
Section II,

Winter maintenance funds must necessarily be kept proporticnately high

. until brush can be removed and the rcads irproved for the faster truck plows.

Sunmer liaintenance— - - - = - - - - - - -$52,000,00
Winter laintenance- = - = = = = = = = - « 20,000,00
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Roubes 46D, DA — Mount FcKinley Park Roeds. ( 95.8 miles road; 14,0 trail)

Funds in emount of $20,300 were reserved for spring work to July 1,
1950,as indiczted in Juneau memorandum of August 4, 1949. Maintenance worx
will include protection of tie road during spring runoff, removal of sluf-
fings at Sable Pass, Polychrome Pass, Toxlat, and between liiles 65-69; spot .
gravel over entire system and, especially between Miles 4E-53, necessary
maintenance on olc bridges, and re-ditching to maintain drainage.

Rehabilitation will be covered under Section I1I, .
Summer lfaintenance to July 1, 1950- = - - - -$10, 300
Winter Maintemance— = = = = = = = = = = = - = 10,000 %

Route 48 = Iliamna Bay - Iliamma Lake., (15.5 miles road)

The maintenance or t'is road always poses a problem due to its isola~
ted location, difficulty of supply, and lack of competent help on which the
local foreman can cepend, The section between liiles 1 and 2 on the grade fron
Iliamna Bay to the Pass at Mile 2, is in need of widening and some gravel to
even up the rocky roacbed. Four culverts should be installed and rcutine
maintenance gravelling done on the rest of the road. A bridge is needed =t
Mile L, where traific fords the strean, and which sometimes becomes impassable
during rains, and causes erosion of the road. Appro:dmately 555 tons of freight
was hauled over tre road in 1949, the bulk of which was for the Civil Aeronau-
tics Comrzission and the Indian Bureau., No winter maintenance needed,

Surrer Haintenance= = = = = = = = = = = = = $5,000,00

Route 51 - Talkeetna Roads, (40.7 miles road; 18,0 sled road; 16.0 trail)

Despite the high costs of placer mining there are always some working
at it. This road serves such operations. Gagnon Placer lMines operated all
sunner as well as a number of individwels, That firm is putiing in a drilling
crev early next Scring ond with the possibility of develoving sufficient ground
to warrant a dredge, The road should be maintained on about the same scale as
during the past year, The tractor lozder and two trucks do a good job of
catching up on gravel. Considerable brusa cutting and re-shaping of the road
is needed. Concrete abutment of steel bridge across upper Peters Creek needs
repairs. Summer maintenance only required,

| Summer Maintenance- = = = = = = = = = — — = $15,000.00

Route 55C - Sterling Hichwavy, (129.5 miles road)

Stripping was completed on the entire route in 1949, with sufficient
grading and drainage to make the road passable during the winter for through
traffic to Homer. Heaviest remaining worlk lies in the 24 mile section between
Mile 69 on the Kenai end and ldle 26 Trom Homer (tiile 37.5 from Homer equals
Mile 81 from Forest Boundary, approxim.tely). Grading is 755 to 80% completed
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and most of the culverts are in, but considerable reditching and lateral
drainage remains to be done. The entire section must be gravelled and in
addition to this there remains one nile of gravelling at liile 66, where
heavy grading remazins to be done, two miles of regravelling between 67-69,
and one half mile on the Homer end, for an equivalent of approximately 27

miles,

Bridges across Ninilchik River and Deep Creek have only a bare deck.
Wheel guard and hand rails must be installed, Kenai and Kasilof bridges
require permanent type decking. The three steel bridges across the Kenai,
Kasilof and Anchor Rivers remain to be painted.

Placing of crushed rock surfacing will be started in 1950 on the
section between Kenai Junction and the Chugacih lational Forest boundary.
Progress will depend on tie ability of the revamped Gruendler crushing
plant to turn out the rocit, The plan is to stockpile crushed material,
with only a minimum crew, wuntil the plant has proven itself and the capacity

etermined., Any breatdowns or adjustnments of the plant will thereby affect
only the immedizte crusner rersonnel, who will effect repairs, and eliminate
any lost time for hauling crews and equipment., Actual organization of the
hauling and ovlacing crew will follow when continuous operation 1s essurred.
This will mean re-loacing Irom stockpile, but the cost should be negligible
compared to inevitable lost tire to hauling crew by bin loading from the
crusher unit, Necessary regrading will precec¢e placement of crushed rock
and wiil be cocrdinated with the entire opercztion.

"The 27-mile gravel prozr:m on the section betweén Kenai and Homer
should be timed to beat the rainy season norwally starting in July. Several
plans are being considered, one of vhich would utilize frozen roadbed and
early spring operations with Di/-10's and dragline to gravel at least three
miles from Hile 25,5 to 25.5 on the Homer end and possibly a greatzr distance
if conditions are right, Another plan is to cover the entire distance with
a light spread as rapidly zs rossible and then reinforce the gravel cover,
Muddy conditions could thereby be elimi..ated over most of the section when
the rains coue., Loading equirment is considered adequste but ten to twelve
five yard trucks cre needed to set up the necesszry crews to accomplish
the job. It is recori.ended that trucks destined for the Cantwell-dichardson
Highway project be diverted to the Kenai Peninsula for rnost of the season.

Equipment disposition and needs will be covered morec fully under
Section III,

All work on the Sterling Highway for 1950 will be under the direction
of one General Forenzn instead of two as in the past when construction was
pushed from both ends,

It is also recomiended that consideration be given toward initiating
the construction of a permanent camp at the Kencoi Road Junction for future
construction, and suwser and winter maintenance. This should include a
garage, warehouse, dormitoriecs and the necessary residences or apartuents
for pcrmanent personnel.

l
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Construction and Summer Maintenance- - - - -=$550,000,00
Winter Maintenance and overhaul = - - - - - 60,000,00

.

Routes 75, 754, L - Anchoraze Roads. (123,0 miles road)

With completion of paving on the Anchorage-Palmer section of the
Glenn Highway sometime during the surmer of 1950, asphalt surface maintenance
will become a new type of operation for the District. It is our understand-
ing that maintenance equipment is being studied and will be procured by Juneau

headquarters,

Tne entire systen of roads south of Anchorage is being subjected to
steadily increasing traffic. All old roads are in need of brusn removal,
some widening, reditching, and spot gravelling, Side drainage must be impro-
ved at many locations. 4 steel bridge is to bs erected at the new crossing
of Peters Creeik, EZagle River, ZEklutna River and Knik Bridges must be painted,
Eagle River has only the shop coat, and the paint is wezring thin on the
others. Consideration is “einz given to possibility of contracting the
painting after further study and estimate of costs.

Sanding of paved roads rust receive considerable attention, with pro-
. curenment of sufficient modem equipment to attain effective results. TIrocure-
v ment and storage of sanding material for rapid operatiouns during freezing
temperatures is a2 necessity.

: More road signs are needed on all roads in the vicinity of Anchorage,
and on the Palmer highway, A

With the great increase in rural population south and east of Anchor-
age, and along the Palmer Higlway, snow removael and winter maintenance has
reached a role of utmost importance. No longer can roads be allowed to clese
even for a few hours, day or nignt. VWorkers cennot reach their places of
employment on the Railroad, at Fort Richardson, in the City, and schools are
thrown of{ schedaule., Traffic jams develop rapidly, with great donger to occu-
pants of vehicles during sub-zero temperatures, Lack of sand on one incline
on a main road can result in a traffic snarl that talkes hours to untangle.

No two winters are exactly alike, which makes it difiicult to accurately
estimate the amount of funds required for winter work., Summer mintenance
funds rust be expended when canditions are riglht for doing necessary work and
are not available for increasing winter operations during a bad year such as
1948-1949, At this time those costs have not yet been compiled.

) The recommended amount of funds for these roads was arrived at by taking
the entire amount set up by Juneau, reserving necessary funds for outlying areas
in the District, and setting up the remainder for Anchoraze roads, With the
work load for 1950 in this area, the funds recommended appear to be insufficient,
Therefore, separate funds are included under Section II to relieve the main-
tenance funds,

Sumer Haintenance- - = = - = = = = $95,000,00
Winter Maintenance= = = = = = -~ = = 35,000,00

.
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Route 75D - Anchorare Depot.

Funds recommended are for continuation of our program to provide a
depot at Ahchorage where all major supplies are stored and issued, and vhere
most of the major overhaul of equipment can be accomplished for areas joined
to Anchorage by roads, lore unheated storage is needed for meterials and
supplies and Quonset huts serve this purpose reasonably well. The present
three huts used for mess hall and living quarters should be placed on good
foundations for this purpose and a small mess hall and dormitory provided.
We are now in process of jacking up and moving the old building from the foot

of #C" Street to the Denot area in the hopes thet it can be placed on per-
manent foundations and vartit.oned for combined mess hall end dormiterry., I%
is still problematicel whot condition it will arrive in. Provision must also
be made for warm storage of equipment required on winter maintenance. Present
funds are not adequate to plan for this in 1950 program,

Concrete placeent for floor in the mezzanine section will be only
nalf completnd from 1949 funds., The remainder vill be placed in the summer

of 1950

Yard area will be enlarged and low spots filled due to settlement.

Painting of buildings will be completed and some landscaping started.
Shdinnling

-

Maintenance and Improvement = « = = = = = = -$15,0CC,00

Route 75-P - Anchioraze-Potter Road. (14,1 miles road)

Maintenance will include protection of high fills, from erosicn, re-

- ditching following stabilization of slopes, and surface maintenance. Snow

removal costs should be low due to wide roadway and excellent alignment.
Truck plows can handle very effectively., Completion of tiis road will be dis-
cussed under Section II.

Swrmer Maintenance— = = = = « = =~ = ~ = $6,000,00
Winter laintenance= = = = = = = = = = - 2,000,000

Route 76-C_- Cantwell-Richardson Highwayr.(New Project.)

Base of operations for this project will be at or near Cantwell on
the Alaska Railroad, Road Commission facilities are almost non-exdistent at
that no.mt, consisting of one Quonset werehouse used by survey crews., As
indicated in letter cf Chief, Qverations Division, dated December 6, 1949,
selection of. final location for the permanent depot should te deferred until
a thorough investigation can be made of all possible sites. The final route
into McKinley Park will have some bearing on the depot location,

Regardless of permancnt depot location, a warehouse approximately
2L'x/,8' should be constructed at Cantwell, and fuel tanics of 10,000 gallon
capacity be installed for both gascline and diesel fuel, A short r «d 1road
siding should also be constructed for spotting cuars with a ramp at the end
for unleading equipment from flats, ther permenent or sani-permanent build-
ing recomuended for tiie first season should include. a steel frome garage
40'x100' on concrete footings with concrete Iloor, a combination mess hall

re=Tg
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and dormitory to handle messing for 50 men and quarters for about 20 men,
and a frame building with concrete floor for electric generator and well
punp for water supply. A temporary warehouse, approximately 24'x50' would
bé¢ required if the depot 1s at a point other than Cantwell. Tents could
be used for temporary housing at depot site during canstruction.

A considerable proportion of the funds set up for the first season
must necessarily zo into esuipment, depot construction, and camp materials
and supplies, Actual road work should consist wrimarily of opening up as
much ground as possible to allow for drainage and stabilizaticn for extensive
grading operations the followl i1g year ad thercafter. Two fairly lerge strip-
ping crews with a small amount of srading equipment are contemplated, follow-
ed by a small gracing crew to advance the gracing work as ground and weather
conditions permit. o grzvellin; should be attempted the first season, except
that which can be done by carryall equipment on short haul.

To open up as ruch ground as possible, the advance stripping crews nust

/bé set up with quarters, mass hall end wash room on skids, which can be

rapidly moved over siaocrt distances. Sturdy freme construction, with only
exterior sheathing and roof can be used during the summer, and idntericzed as
required with weatherproof paper and interior insulaticn boord, Skids should
provicde about 20 inches ol clcarance, and a smooth surface of light sheet
metal installed under floor joists to preveant moss and rootis Irom piling up
between the sidds. Sitetches of all desired bulldings will be covered as a
separate subject,

Surveys togard ileKinley Park will be started Ifrom Cantwell as early
as possible to definitely fix the final route., Continuatic: of locction
toward Susitna River Crossing end tiae Richardson Highway will be coorcinated
with progress oi construction to ease up the supply sitwation as wuch as
posdl ble.

Initial supply of fuel and lubricants will be distributed along the
route on the snow in early Spring with bob sleds. Advance crews will go up
to Cantwell early in Liarch for freighting followed by building workers as
materials become available and weather conditions permit.

Equipnent requircments are listed under Section III.

New Construction = = = = = = = = = = = - -~ - =$1,000,000.00

Route 92 AA = Bethel Airfield and Road. (1.3 miles road)

The situation at Bethel during the past swumer was not conducive to
progréss in maintaining the roads and extending them, or in the maintenance
of the airfield., The Foreman is doing all he can with an old truck and a
rented tractor. It is time to reazedy this situstion if we are to accomplish
much of anything, and we could easily lose the services of our part time
foreman who would be difficult’to replzce., Tractor rental amounted to $1,304.00
in 1949, mostly for loading sand. The dumpr truck is in poor conditien and

should be replaced by a 3 yd, vehicle,

m
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The airfield iz in need of considerable fill muterial to bring
up low spots and depressions due to settlement and erosion. An attempt
will be made to secure the use of a D=8, tractor and 12 yd. carryall Ifrom
the Civil Aeronautics Commission for ten days to two weeks to accomplish
this work as soon as spring weather permits,

Improvenents and additional road canstruction are discussed in
Section II, Equimment recortiendations under Section III,

~

Sumer laintenance- = = = = = = - = - = -$13,000,00

Route 92-R - Dillinrham-Srag Point, (9.5 miles road).

, Summer maintenance funds are required for patrol raintenance, spot
gravelling, replacezent of cne bridze with a culvert, and imnroved drainage.
Winter maintenance covers snow removal, and overhaul of equivment by the
Foreman, The AC-35 tractor does nct warrant an overhaul job and will be
used only for lizht work. Purchase of a new D=6 tractor with angle blade
is recomuended to replace the too heavy D=7 with straight blade, both for
summer vork and winter plowing. The D=7 could be shifted to Naknek if that
po ject is undertaken.

The road patrol is providing good results in summer surface mainte-
nance. The winter situation should be much betiter with a steady foreman on
the job and the numerous conplaints received in the past from tiwt area should
decrease, Improvement is discussed under Section II,.

Swimer Haintenance— = = = = = = = - = ~ =513,000,00
Winter Maintenance= = ~ = « = = = = =« - - 7,0C0,00

93-A - Bull River Road. (17.0 miles rcad).

With only assessment work going on in this area, only necessary
maintenance to hold the road from deteriorating is recommended, Sore addi-
tional cribbing end filling will be required at the far end of the Chulitne
bridze. .

Summer Maintenance= - = = = = = = - - -$3,000,C0

9), = Kodiak Roads. (7.9 miles road)

Funds reconmended are for surface maintenance, slide removal, re-
ditching, and spot gravelling. Traffic is increasing through steady growth
and suburban home construction. The section of main highway to the Naval
Base requir.s constant attention on removal of sluffing rock and surface
maintenance. Crew will consist of about three men in the summer and one to
two men, as required, during the winter moths on snow removal and overhaul.

Improvement and reconstruction recormiended appears in Section II,

‘and new equipment under Section III,
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Sumer Maintemance- =~ = = = = = = = = = = =§$20,000,00
Winter Meintenance and overhaul= - - = - - 5,000,00

96B - Glenn Highwar. (7L.9 miles road; 1.5 sled road; 9,0 trail)

Sumer nmaintenance will not be heavy, with the entire section under
contract, It will cover only the sect:azs o whlch the contra tor 7&3 nqt 0 -
undertcken rehabilitation work. P ,(J* RS §N M““va m‘ub S@.,' AVIGD

A
Winter maintenance contlnues in importance and will reguire r.ore
sanding and greater ccre in snow removal, with an asphalt surfece to main-~
tain in the future.

Section II ccvers improvement not included in contracts.

Sumer laintenance~ - ~ = = = - = = = = = =5 5,000,00
Winter liaintenance- - = = =« - - =« - = - - = 25,000,00

98 - Homer Rozds. (L42.4 miles road)

Completion of the Sterling Highway will throw a large volume of traffic
on the local road system. Light gravel surface will suffer and blade main-
tenance will be multiplied, The increased trafiic will eventually require
all~weather roads tnroughout, of a stendard comparable to the liatanuska
Valley, snd plenning is in that direction, Normal summer and winter nainic-
nance funds are included in the above figures, including the work of building
some formm of cribbing at liiller!s Landing. Investigsztion was made late in
1949 of possible zravel ceposits a2t Olsen Liountain on the bench lands, and
encouraging prospscts werc encountered, Further investigations will be con-
ducted in.the Spring of 1950 to detsrmine whehter the deposit is of sufficient
sizeto warrant & road several miles long., Cost of haul from the beach at
Homer is almost prohibitive for gravelling bench roads. HNHo further estencion
of these roads is recomiended until present roads are greatly improved over

their present condition.

Civil Aeronautics Commaission is prevaring a request for improvement of
a section of road to serve tneir receiver station on a reimbursable besis
in amcunt of approximately 2,500,00., Imrrovement of the vital Zast End road
near the beach is covered under Secticn II.

Summer Maintenance- - - - — = - - = - -$29,000,00
Winter Maintenance- = = = = = = = = = = = = 6,000,00

FARI! ROADS:

Petitions for Farm and Industrial Roads are being received regularly
in the District office., At the present time there are on file in the Districgﬂ
28 requests for roads, footbridges and even the gravelling of subdivision g’
roads. Eighteen of the requests, representing 53 miles of road, have con- '
siderable merit for early construction. Most of them arc in the Anchiorage
arca, adjoining the latanuska Valley wnd along the Sterling Highway and
branches,
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From a population standpoint, the area near Anchorage south of the
Oilwell Recad and East of the new Potier Road is the most critical. Not
only is practically all available land taken up but a total of 255 small
tracts have been disposed of to veterans and others, An additional 294
tracts will be made available for home sites in the near future., To ade-
quately serve tlis area, apprroxim-tely 15 miles of roads will be required.
Engineering studies have been rade and data is being compiled,

It is the understanding of this office that a farm road policy is
in process of discussion and dovslopment. Rather than submit any recommen-
ded priority list of construction atv this time, a summary of all requests will
be brought to the District Engineers Conference for decision.

Completion of previous projects and new canstruction- - ~ = - $150,000,00

Route 75 E = Anchorage Avartrents,

. Funds reconmended are for completion of gravel fill around the build-
ings, replacing topsoil, installing clothes linez, building garbage raciks to
City specificeaticns, comrletion of exterior painting which was elirinsted from
the contract and construction of entry sidewalks. At the tize funds for these
extras were set up lost season, it was merely a sum set up by Junsau to take
care of irmedicte needs such as stripping and backfilling the area, water and
sewer lines, and fuel tanks.

Total required — = = = = = = e = - e = = = = = =~ = $6,C00,00

Anclhoraze Asphalt Plant,

The amount recomnzended is for operation and maintenance of the plant
for a period of approximztely six months from April 15 to October 15, The
estimate includes cost of fuel.

Operation and maintenance— = = = = = = = =~ = = ©50,000,00

Contract Engineering and Insoection,

No cost figures are availabtle from the past on which to base estimates
for engineering and inspection on camtracts en Alaska Highways. Using.a
figure of eight percent, and assuming that Glenn B-l and B-2 will overrun
25% of bid price, the answer is approximntely $275,000. A further problem
of breakdown of this figure arices when it is not definitely knovm how many
of survey and inspection personnel will be classified employees, The District
recommendation is for 1007 classification, which would place a large percentage
of the funds in Juneau Purchase., Field funds are for mess operation, camps,etc,

Total required = = = = - - —— = = -~ - - =$275,000,00

v-,R i
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KUSKOKWIM _SUB-DISTRICT

Routes 32B, 33C, Flat Roads: (35,7 miles road)

The crew on these roads consists of a foreman and one other man
with excellent results being obtained, This situation could easily deteriorate
unless a longer season is provided, especially for the foreman., Funds are set
up to provide at least seven months of work. Gravel surfacing is the major
effort each season. A small loader is needed to utilize numerous tailing
piles along all roads., Tiis will increase productlon and reduce haul distance
over the trap loading with dozer as practiced in the past. Other maintenance
yill include bridge repairs, reditching and surface blading. Winter dragging
of the airfield required periodically, not included in maintenance funds.

Summer Maintenance- - - - - -————— - -$15,000,00 ,

Routes 32G, 32D,H, Takotna Roads. (61,5 miles road)

Mining activity continues in this area despite setbacks in other
parts of the Territory. One dredge overated during the season on lower Gaines
Creek and a number of mechanized outfiis worked on other creeks. Inokko Dred-
ging Conany is rebuilding the dredge on uppsr Gaines Creek and brouznt in
considerable new machinery during the surmsr. Surveys are also being made for

possible military install.otions.

Funds recommended are for rediiching, brush removal and continuation
of gravel surfacing toward Sterling Landing from Candle Crzek, and o the upper
Gaines Creek road. Bridge at Anvil Creels, rear Ophir, rust be replaced. Ad-
ditional work is needed to comglete the interior of the new garage and for
maintenance of the Foreman's residence,

Sumzer Maintenance- — = = = = = - - = - - $38,000.00
Winter Haintenance- - = = = = = = = - - - 1,000,00

Route 80 F, Medfra-liizon lilne. (12 miles road)

For minimim maintenance to protect the road frou excessive erosion
and deterioration. To be charged to Takotna allotment.

The following is a breakdown of funds for the various routes and

projects. WWhere no actual figures were set up by the Juneau office, District
estimates are submitted:
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Program Total
Route Summer Winter Progran JJP L &M Field
Nswitdun 354, DB $18,000 $ 7,000 $ 25,000 $ 6,500 5 5,500 § 13,000
Val 353 F,G,H,J+3m52,000 20,000 72,000 13,000 16,000 35,000
7239 3c 15,000 - - 15,000 3,300 2,700 9,000
Tobitua 32c; 33D H 3a,ooo 1,000 39,000 -9,000 8,000 22,000
48, 5,0C0 - - 5,000 1,200 800 3,000
Telfutua 51 15,000 --- 15,0C0 4,000 3,000 8,000
Mmc% 754 ,L +2funw 95,000 35,000 13o,ooo~.\ 34,0C0 29,000 67,000
Qnel wf_,,7sn 15,000 - 15,000 3,800 3,200 8,000
P’mf’ 75P 6,000 2,000 a,ooo/ 2,000 1,500 L, 500
[eC L 9244 13,000 - - 13,000 2,300 2,700 7,000
[le.g feam92R 13,000 7,000 20,000 5,0C0 4,000 11,000
L lvbhde 93A 3,000 - - 3,000 600 L00 " 2,000
Wodeal 9, 20,000 5,000 25,000 6,500 5,000 13,500
G&/ww 96B 5,000 25,000 30,000 8,000 6,000 16,000
Horer 98 29,000 6,000 * 35,000 9,000 7,000 19,000
TOTALS~ - - - $342,000 $108,000 450,000  §114,200 94,800  $241,000
NEW HCRK
Route Progran J.P, " Le&X Field
55C 610,000 $160,000 $130,000. $320,000
76C 1,000,000 450,000 160,000 350,000
Farm Roads 150,000 39,000 33,000 78,000
TOTALS- - - $3,760,000 $689,000 $323,000 $748,000
McKINLEY _ PARK
Route Program JaPs L & M Field
46D, DA $20, 300 $ 5,300 $L.,000 $11,000
TOTALS- - - $20,300 $ 5,300 $4,000 $11,000
OQIHER
Route Prosran JePa L&M Field
75E (Apartments) o 6,000 $ 1,400 $ 1,100 $ 3,500
103 (Asphalt Plant 50,000 14,000 10,000 26,000
# Contract Engr. & '
Inspection- - = ~275,000 200,000 35,000 40,0C0
TOTALS- < -~ - = 331,000 $215,400 946,100 69,500

*Note:

Brealcdown based on all employses on

classified employees paid from Juneaun office,

actual engineering and inspection being

L e ta |
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SECTION TII

(Rehabilitetion and Improvement) .

Route 354, DB — Nountain Roads.

A minimum of vork has been dore on these roads since ‘1941, The road
from Willow Station to Lucity Shot is in poor condition and needs heavy re-
habilitction in the way of drainage, reditching and gravel, On the Matanuska
Valley s:.ae, the roads are narrou, crooked and overgrowing witl brush. The
first 1} miles of the Fern and Snowbird branch road is subject to snowslides,
and should have a mile of rclocation starting near Little Susitna Lodge and
joining the old road near the ola ilabel lMine., Construction by-pass was star=-
ted in 1948 down Archangel Crecek but was abandoned due to wet, sliding hill-
side on the route and erosion by the Creek.

Rehabilitation, and 1 mile relocation - - - - - =$30,000,C0

Routes 35 B,F,G,H,J. Valler Roads,

As discussed under Section I, the entire system of roads is in need of
heavy maintenance and regravelling wiiich cannot be caught up with nor=l main-
tenance funds. The funds requested are to bolster up maintenance funds which
are insufficient to core with a deteriorating situation.

Improvement - - = = = = - - - - = === --— "940 0co,00

Routes 75, 75A, L - Anchorage Roads,

The same situation exists as has been mentioned under Valley Roads,
Ditches need to be opened up and brush pushed back from shoulders, Additional
culverts are needed as well as lateral drzinace. Zxtensive gravelling is in order
to bring the roads back tc vhere normal mzintenance can keep them in shape.

This surfacing should be crushed rocik. Round gravel will nct stay in place uncer
the heavy traffic around Anchorage.

'Impmvement S i - $30,000,00

Route 75 P - Anchoraze-Potter Road,

Funds recommended are actually for completion of crushed rock suri‘acirw

on the project. Some re sngo ;¢ must pe dane tnis fivst year after complet ;.
of the road, Sl e ke dune arw.ouc?,nmw{?uw’c wilis ‘?' RN
Completion of project— - - - = - — - - -$70,000.00 L
& T A a‘i\;’t\
Route 92 AA -~ Bethel Airfield and Road. Constin, a7

No appreciable progress has been made in past years to extend the road
up the ridge to the new village area, and to the new cemetery wiich has been
established due to River erosion of the old one, Three to four miles of new

road are needed to serve the Bethel area, Maintenance funds cannot be made
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to stretch very far in that type of country., Tnhis is actually new construc-
tion, and will help to purchase the new equipment needed at Bethel.

Extension and improvement - - - - - - - = - - =$20,000,00

Route 92 R - Dillingham-Snag Point.

The plank road just out of Dillingham has needed replacement for years.
The final solution is a fill across the swemp to Windmill Hill., The Dillinghan
Town Meeting ras petitioned a fill sufficiently high to form a lake for float
planes, similer to the Hemer setun., A more detelled survey is needed but the
plank road nust be replaced and "ny fill placed now would serve later for the

dam, ‘
' Improvement — — = = = = = = = & = = = = = = ~ - $15,000,00

Route 94 - Kodiak Roads.

The Kodiak depot has always been a2 makeshirt affair, built from any
mterials that could be obtained locally or through Arcyy Salvage. Now that

we must move our installz=tions to the new site on the i{ill Bay road most of
the lean-to and tacked-on sheds are not worth the cost of tezring down and

re-asseabling.

We are attempting to obtain a 201x120t warzhouse from the Army installa-
tions at Fort Abercrombie at (iller Point near lHill Bay,and perhaps a Quonset
hut. The Army Engineer, Fort Richardson will zive us an anzwer on this early
next Spring. Concrete foundutims and floor should be installed uncer the
warehouse, which would be used as a repair shop and equipment storase building,
z1d would also contain parts roous and orffice, The Quonset would be used as a

warehouse.
For Depot = = = = = = = = = = = = = = == - = = = $20,000,00

Route 98 ~ Horer Roads.

Homer is esperiencing the most rapid growth of any cormunity on Kenai
Peninsula. A business section is taking shepe and people are building houes
alongz the main roads, and especially toward the East. The section of the
East Znd road, between the Road Commission depot and Miller!s Landing, is
crooked, rolling and narrow., Signt distence is poor, and cars zust slow down
almost to a stop to pass. Local traffic has increased rapidly, and wnen
gravelling is completed on the Sterling Highway next season the nurioer of cars
travelling these roads will be rultiplied rany tires. Opening of the road to
Anchorage vill find the roads jammed with cars,

A start should be made in 1950 to improve the rcads adjacent to the
beach at Homer.

Rehabilitation and improvement = « = = = - = - = = = $20,000,00
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lYost rehabilitation and improvement work can be accomplished with
maintenance equipment augmented by heavier equipment for short periods which
would move from job to jobe. A maximum amount qf the funds would go into
field worlk,

The following is breakdown of the recommended fuﬁds for this program:

Route Pro=ram Je P, L&M Field

35+, DB $ 30,000 $ 7,000 3 6,000 $17,000
35 B,F,G,H,J 40,000 10,000 8,000 22,000
75, 75 A,L 30,000 7,000 6,000 17,000
75P 70,000 18,500 15,500 36,000
92 AA 20,000 6,000 3,000 11,000
92 R 20,000 7,000 3,000 10,000
oL 20,000 5,500 3,500 11,000
98 20,000 ' 4,500 3,500 12,000

TOTALS - - - 4250,000 © $65,500 $48, 500 $136,000

Route 46 D -~ Mt.McKinle Park Roacs.

Rehabilitation of roacds in HcKinley Park is outlined in a letter dated
August 9, 1949 frou Cnief, Construction Division to Cormissioner of Roeds for
Alaska, which also establishes amount of funuse

The 1950 program includes replacement of one large bridze (Savage River),
five small bridges, and elimination of two bridges by substituting culverts, all
between the Station and Mile 20.4. The program also includes one minor line
inprov:ment, and resurfacing Miles 47 to 55.3. -

Rehabilitztion and Improvement = - = - = = = = - ~ $200,000,00

4.5

Route Progran LBy L &M Field

L6D $200,000 $100,000 $30,000 $70,000
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SECTION ITI
(Equipment)

Afichorage Local, Valle:- Roads, Mountain Roads, Glenn Highway,
and Contract Construction,

This system of connected roads can be considered as one group, from
an equipment standpoint, becazuse of flexibility in shifting equipment rapidly.

Major construction equinment on hand includes the following:

1, Tractors. (2-D6, 2-D7, 2-HD1lk, A4=TD18, L-HD19.)
5 Carryall Scragers (2-12 yd, 2-9 7d.)

10 Motor patrols (9-12 ft, 1-10 ft.)

3 Power shovels (1-3/8 yd, 1-3 yd, 1-3/L yd.)

12 Ford Dump trucks, 3 yd.

9 Reo Dump trucks, 5 yds -

2 Pull Graders (1-10 ft, 1-12 ft,)

The above construction and nmaintenance equiprmant can be expected to
perform the work recomriended for tils area, including rehabilitation and improve-
ment. The old crusnz=r at Palmer will be overhauled for surfacing Potter and
other roads if recom:zendations =2re apnroved,

Winter maintenance equivment is a different story. The present nlows,
while capable of handling light snowfall by continucus operaid an during snow-
storms, are not heavy enough to cope with drifts of any size. lotcr graders
must be used almost centinuously to cut dovm the paclied snow and to wing back
she b erms. BulldoZers ar: called out as a last resort on unpaved roads. The
answer is neavier trucli-plow equipment, A start has been made in that direc-
tion with the Walters truck for which a blade and ving has besn orcereds Two
additional heavy truck-plows are needed, which would place one at Anchorage and
two at Palmers One of the Palmer rlows would work Glenn Highway to Zureka if
the lighter plows are unable to handle,

A rotary plow is frequently required to handle through cuts and mountain
roads, Our 15 year old Snogo at Palmer should bs replaced by a newer riodel
with three screws, A lotor-grader trype would not be as effective on the crooked,
narrow roads on whicnh this type of equipnent would be mostly employed.

Sanding of roads rust be more rapid and effective, especially on pavenent,
At least 6 mechanical sanders are required with two at Anchoreage, twe at Paluer
and two int he mountains on the Glenn Highway., We are now testing out a Hall
sander through courtesy of Hecrthern Comiercial Compzny and expect to have a
Flink type through Yukon Equipment in the near future,
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The following additional equipment is recommended for 1'950:

- Freight truck, long wheel base, vith stake rack and -
hydraulically operated tail gate., . _

Snogo., 3—screw.

Light Plants, 2% K, for Glenn Highway mountain c aupse -

Survey venicles, suburban, for survey crews on coniracts, *

Pickup trucks, . ton, for inspectors on contracts md for *

maintenance replocciients,

~ Mechanical Senders. (To be specified later).

Coupe for District erir‘ee

1 - Water puap, vort,;ole, LM, aJ.r cooled gas engine driven, -

with intalze iose ond screen.

S rA.

HON NN
1

Mount McKinley Parik Roads.,

For a purely caintenance crogram, on the same scale as in recent jyears,
no new equipment will be required,

On the proposed improverent and bridze replacement progr_..‘, the major
itens would include a becem, dragline bt.cret piledriver leads and a harmer
for the 2CB siwval, cnd 2 picloup truck for the foreman. o design data is
available on the bridges as a guide for ordering piledriver equi;malt or such
items 25 a concrete rmiver if concrete abutments or cther conerete work is

involved,

Sufficient tire would be available to prepare equipment and tool lists
when the program is xnow m, and before bridge materials could be delivered on
the ground,

Iliamna Poadse . .

No new equipment is contemplated. It may be necessary to transport a
D=l trezctor and comocressor from Homer to facilitate rock work and gravel
loadinz. The 30 gas Cat. should be. replaced with a more dependable nachine
until the road is in sha

pc to viere the 35 gas Cat. can nandle. This is a
ir

sh
local problem which requires additional fisld investigation.

Sterlinge Hichway. .

Advantage should be taken of the favorable weather in the early summner
Yo complete all grading work on the section between Mile 66 and 93, including
initial gravéllinz. To prevent any delay to the gravel progrom, which would
thereby run in the costly rainy season, there should be a ndnimun of distur-
bance to the present equipment set-up on tie Kenai Peninsula.

On hand arc the following major itzms of usable equipments
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22 Tractors (3-D7, 6-EDLL, 12-D8.)

6 Carryall Scrapers (5-12 to 14 yd, and 1—8 yd. )

5 Ilotor G’I'c.d"I‘o, 12 .Ltc.

6 DW-10 Tractors & wagons

3 Buclids & wagons

3 Pull graders

3 Power Shovels (2/L yd. N, 15-B, and % yd. LJ_nk—Belt )
1 Draglire (13} yd. N) .
3 Ford Dump Tmc s, 3 dae

6 International Dump Trucks, 5 yde

Any other earthmovinz or gravelling equipment cannot be considered except

2

for light maintenence worik and camp use. The Link-Belt shovel also falls into
this catagory.

It vill be necessary to set up two lerge grading crews and three gravel
crews to attain the mexirum speed and efficiency toward earlf comp7e+1on of an
all-weather road. Inaddition, there vill be the re~grading and crusiing crews
which will be built up as reopidly as the crusher operzation warrants.

Two D=8 tracters must be shizped to Cantwell for spring freighting, and
possibly one U=6 and one D-4 if requirsd, As the work clea*'s up on the
Sterling Highway, and tie Farm Road program clarifies, it may be possilble to
nove a few uove of the best D-&'s and perhaps a carryall or two to Cantwell,

Gravel hauling egquipment must be increased to meet the progras, It is
recommended that future Cantwell trucits be purchased for work on the Sterling
Highway and shipped north when the initial gravelling is under control,

" The following additional equipment is reconmended for 1950:

1 Freight truck, 3-4 ton, long wheelbase with stake body and
hydrauliczliy onerated loading tail gate, -

1 Truck Tractor, 4-5 ton, cab over engine, short wheelbase with '
double oscillating 5th wheel, air connectiais and contrel
valve for trailer brakes., (Similar to Auto Car lodel U7lL;J+T)

12 Dump trucks, 5 cu.yd. (to be transferredto Cantwell,)

1 Coupe pickup

1 Light Plant, 5 KW - AC

1l " ", 3 Ki-AC

A

Cantwell-Richardson Highiar,

Caution should be exercised in the selection and balancing of equinment
for t his operation. The first season, with its heavy expenditures for camp
materla]_s, and start of permanent depot, coupled with nurch_se of considerable
service equipment, lends itself somewhat to tiis plan,
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Permafrost boundaries are not entirely clear. All indicetions from work
which was done, years. ago, and from explorations during the location survey
pomt to extensive glacier deposits overlain with moss, light brush and small
spruce, The Location Enginecr!s report states "there is plenty of gravel surfac—
ing along the route of the highway, but it will be necessary to have a screening
end ¢ rushing plant because there is a considerable amount of oversize rock in

the gravel." '

Plan of operrtions is to open up as ruch grading ground, well in advance,
as possible. Cnly extensive e:tnlorations will disclose how much grading ground
will be fcund in the first 34 miles of road riow substantially lccated. It appears
that we should be prepared to utilize all suitable borrow naterials with the '
idea of keeping the road up above the surrounding ground to ease the smow removal
problems, In that event, the stripping crews would frequentl;” revert to grading
operations to bza2lanice ocut the overall plan of Dmgresg and the ever-presern

supply problem. .

Tractor equirment is purposely, and also through limitztion of funds, held
to a minimum. The sane applics to scraper equipment until the full otory de-~
velops on the ground conditions, Althou"h shovel and truck equlymmt is not
planned for the sarly part of the season, if at all, the vehicles shculd be
purchased on the basis that they are needed on thne Sterling Kighway for a good
- part of the summer,

Two tractors, D-&, 1ill bz transferred f rom the Kenai Peninsula for spring
freighting, Pernaps other equipment can be moved up latsr, btesed on its con-
dition =nd the program on the Kenai. The use of larcge Athey Wazons in lieu of
bob-sleds has also heen considcred advisable which 1s a change in rocortiendations
submitted under Section I, This type of equipmert has proven satisfactory in
snow, and ccn also be utilized for sumuer freighting,

Purchase of the following major items of equipment is recommended:

Tractors with Dozers, D=8 or equivalent,

Carryall Scrauers, 12-14 yd.

AtheJ Wegans, Stake 3ody, 10 ton capacity.

Grzcder, pull, 12 ft, large rutber tires.

Power shovel, 3/L yd. w3th roclk hucket, 60 ft,
sectioncl boom, and dragline bucliet,

Arc ielder, 300 Amp. gos enine driven,

Fotor grader, Tandem Drive, 12 ft,

Light Plont, ‘.5-30 KW, .
" n 2-- Y‘“

Freight Trucl, 3 ton, with nydrau_lcally op=cted 1ift tail gate.

Tani truci, 2000 gallon witll punp.

Piclkups, % ton, 4 wheel drive

Pickup, & ton, standard

Fuel Storcge Tanks, 12,000 gallon,
" " Tank, 10,000 gailon.

Electric dispensing mep with neters,

WHNDMHF N RHENDRMRRPRE RO

Other smell camp equipment will be requisitioned in the normal mamner,
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Bethel Airfield and Road,

Bethel must be better equipped if we are to maeke any headway there, or
even hold what we zlready have., This has previously been discucsed under
Section I,

Recommended for purchase:
1 Dump Truck, 3 yd.
1 Tractor, D-4, wvith "Soullmrest! combination bucket loader

and bulldozer blade, to be supplied with mountings and
pover control unit attached to tractor, '

Dillineham-Snag Point,

With a Foreman-mechanic on a year round basis, we are in position to
keep up the equipment and provide satisfactory summer and winter maintenance,
The new shop requircs some additional equipnient to function properly.,

The D=7 tractor "dith straizht blade is not & satisfactory mmchine or
meintenance and improvement and siiould be replaced with a D=5 with angle blade.
It is realized that this is only feasible if additional work is coming up or
if the D=7 can be tronsferredt o Naknek on the proposed road, :

Equipment recommended:
1 D-6 Tractor with angle blade, complete with mountings and
power control unit attached,
1 Arc Welding lachine, 200 Amp. a2ir cooled, gas engine
driven, with hood, leads, electrode holder and
- ground clamps, (Lincolns
1l Light Plant, 2 KW - AC, water ccoled.

1 Air compressor, small shop sigze, electric driven.

Kodiak, Roadse
The present dump trucks are old and require continuous heavy repairs,

Length of gravel haul is long and this is ore of the main maintenance opera-
tions,

Required:
2 Dump trucks, 3 yd.

Flat Roads,

The truck equimment at Flat is old and due for more heavy repairs. One
new truck is needed.
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Trap loading with dozer is 2 slow and costly method of obtaining road
surfacing material in this locality, especizlly when the area is dotted with
tailing piles from placer workings which need only a loader to utilize them.
Haul distances are reduced and production increzsed.

Reoo mmended:

1 Dump Truck, 3 yd.

1 Loader, bucket, wheel type., (Will be discussed at Conference)
1 Light Plant, 2 K, water cooled gasoline engine.

1 Air compressor, shop size, electric driven.

Very truly .’/ours,/\ .
W«W

W, J. sfemi
District Zngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for November 1949, Anchorage Disii‘i‘ét, : ool i
Anchorage, Alaska, §i 1pT/ /f
l /) < /—‘.

1. By Government Forces, '// g“g

a¢ Anchoraze Roads:

‘ § C/ \/
=

Regular motor grader maintenance was performed on a2ll the Anch:r-v Lozt
age roads during the early part of the month and were in fair condition when “~U77n
they froze up on the 9th. First smowfall, zbout six inches, fell on the 1l5th. /
Plows vorked through the storm until all the roads were clear, as all indi-
cations pointed to a much heavier fall, On November 19th temperatures rose (Vs
to a high of plus fifty degrees, melting the snow and causing the roads to v :‘

become very slippery., Temperatures remained high until the 23rd when it o
started freezing again, Sanding was done on all the roads and the graders ¥
were worked double shift on the 23rd to get the roads back in shape for the i
expected freeze, During the warm weather, vhich was like a spring thaw, . \1’
traffic rutted and dug holes in the roads. The weather turned cold on the \:..

24th and remained cold for the rest of the month, freezing all roads in
fair condition. A snow cover is now desirable so that running surface can
be placed in good condition for the winter,

be Palmer Highway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the )
mnthes Sanding was continued throughout the month on the pavement which was T
slippery due to alternate freezing and thawing, Barrels containing Calcium
Chloride, ashes, and sand vwere spotted on the major hills anc a part time
maintenance man was employed at Chugiak, IMile 18, to take care of the early
morning sanding whenever it becomes necessary. In this manner dangerous
conditions can be quickly remedied at a point which cannot be reached rapid-
ly by maintenance crews from Anchorage or Palmer, and at minimum cost., This
maintenance man, a sumner employee, maintains a truck at his residence and
works only when required,

¢ce Anchorare Depot:

The small electrical contract on the garage was completed early
in the month. All machines are operating although the tools for the milling o
machine have not yet arrived, The wire mesh for the concrete floor on the s
- mezzanine was secured and partially laid. The work is being done by the
garage mechanics as a £ill-in job and is going rather slowly. 43 yet no
concrate placement has been started. The maintenance crew has been busy during
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the month jacking up the old C Street warchouse, moving everything out of
it and getting it ready to move to the new area., Overhaul and painting

of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily. Some difficulty is being
experienced with the parts inventory as many parts were jumbled up in the
move from the old area and were not properly cataloged upon arrival at the
new bins, Inventory should be completed early next month.

d, Valley Roads:

The Valley roads remeined in good condition during the month
and the anly work accomplished on them was snow removal.

* e, Mountain Roads:

Seven miles of snow was plowed on the mountain roads during the
month,

fe Glenn Hizhway:

Maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The crew was busy most of the month sanding roads, cleaning sluffed rock
from the roadway, cutting brush along the road to prevent drifting and -
work on glaciers, Snow was removed from the road three times during the
month; on the first, the fifteenth and on the twenty-eighth.

ge Homer Roads:

Work done on the Homer roads consisted of repairing the access
road to the beach at lillers Landing and spot gravelling the East End farm
road where original gravel surfacing was too light,

' Ohlson Mountain on the upper bench was prospected for gravel and
a deposit was found near the top which is suitable for surfucing. The extent
of the deposit is not knowm and cannot be determined until after the spring
thaw, Surveys will also be made to determine length of road required to
reach this deposit, which would eliminate a long haul from the present gravel
source oa the beach.

he Russian River-Homer Road:

Actual'work on the grading was shut down on the 20th of the menth
due to wet conditions, A few days later, when freezing weather started again,
carryalls were sent over the ungravelled section to make the road passable
for winter traffic and was officially opened on the 28th. The 58 foot timber
trestle bridge was completed across the Ninilchik River early in the month,

e |
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i, Farm Roads:

The Sutton~Jonesville road was completed early in the month,
vhen additional gravel surfacing was placed by truck haul. The road is
in good condition.

The road from Kenai north to Salamata Beach, known as the North
Kenai Farm road, was cleared, stripped and graded during the month. The
road is 6.1 miles in length and terminztes at Salamata Creek. Surfacing was
not attempted this late in the seasm due to the ground conditions. As the
entire area is being taken up by horssteaders the road may have to be exten-
ded in the future, The ground is high and free of swamps and appears to be
good farming land.

Jo Dillingham:

The roads at Dillingham are in very good condition due to grader
maintenance, Brush was pushed back on the blind corners, ditches were cleaned
out, and areas that showed signs of breaking up were resurfaced during the
month, Work is on a winter basis with Foreman Palmer the only employee
except when he.requires help on snow removal.

k. Kodiak:

Motor grader maintenance kept the roads at Kodiak in good condi-
tion during the month. 16 yards of gravel was hauled into bad holes which
developed on the Island Lake cut-off. Although no snow has fallen during
the menth, the wind and freezing conditions caused rock slides along the
Base road which were removed with a dozer., An exceptionally high tide and
wind on the 22nd washed out 100 yards of the breakwater along IHission Road,
A dragline was moved to the area and repairs undertaken, Luckily the retain-
ing logs remained in place,

Work was started on the road to the ACS Receiver site but wet
weather farced the equipment out until next season.

1. Naknek Roads:

Survey was started on the road from Naknek Villzge to the Airbase
on the 8th of the month, Arthur L. Jess, Engineer from Horer is in charge.
of the work. The first half of the survey was worked from the Village after
which the crew moved to the Airbase to complete from that ende. During the
month about & miles of the preliminary line with profile levels, bridge data
and topog was completed, Field work is expected to be completed early in
December with estimates showing the route to be approxinmstely 13 miles in
length. A supplementary survey of 3 miles from the Village to the mouth of
the river was also completed, This section is important in conjunction with
- the Village-Airbase survey as ships must anchor off the mouth of the river,
and future supply route would have to extend to the beach.
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Since the survey was started, this office has been informed of
an Army Construction project that will require a road in that area., The
military planning officer was requested to present the facts to the Com-
missioner of Roads for Alaska for planning purposes and possible cooperatdon.

2. By Contract.

a, Glenn Highway, Section A:

Contractor did nothing on this section curing the month., The BFR
Engineering office was closed early in the month and all maps and gear
el ther stored or moved to Seward, .

be Glenn Highway, Section B-l:

Contractor is still working 2 nine hour shifts six days per
veek and plans to work until about Decerber 17 when the plan is to shut
down completely., The crusher was moved from Mile 53 to the 74 mile pit and
crushing and stockpiling of base and plant mix rock started at that point.
Drilling and blasting of rock points on Long Lake Hill, lile 88, was carried
on during the month., Some base gravel was laid during the month and that
section between ¥iles 48 and 67 is row complete except for Miles 51 and 53
where the subgrade is frozen and it became inadvisable to place crushed
material.s Contract is epproximately 25% complete,

Engineering crews have been reduced to 9 men who are handling
the present work, both office and field.

Cce Glenn Highway B-2:

The L~line and bench levels have been completed on this section
and the crews are now working on the X-section and profile levels, Antici-
pated completion date of all field work,including mterial deposits, is
December 20,

de Anchorage Apartrment Houses:

Exterior of both houses were completed except for the final coat
of paint on entry stairs, doors and window trim, Interior wall board com-
pletecx, finish floors installed, kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing instal-
led in both apartments and linoleum floor and bathroom fixtures installed
in Apartment No. 1.

3¢ Weather:

The month was quite unusual for this time of the year. On the 3d
rainfall began in the moming and continued all day melting what 1little snow
was on the ground. On the 5th more rain fell and the temperatures were low
enough to cause freezing as it hit causing an extremely hazardous condition
on all roads, Weather continued cold until the 18th but on the 19th a chinook
wind raised temperaturesa rouhd Anchorage to plus 50 degrees and kept them
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above freezing until the 23rd. On the night of the 23rd the weather turned
cold and remained cold for the rest of the manth.

Le Miscellaneous:

Harry O. YWhite, Master Mechanic, left for vacation to the States
on the 1st, 0. B. Peterson, District Mechanic, and L. A. Hatchett, Assistant
District Engineer, made an inspection trip to Naknek and Diilingham on the &th,
retuming to Anchorzge on the 1ith,

Wm, J. Niemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the
Kenai~Homer road on the 21st, returning to Anchorsge on the 23rd.

High tides of 35 feet, backed up by strong wind on the night of
November 21, piled drift on the Asphalt Dock Line and broke two pipe hangers
and jarred the pipe loose from three more. Repairs were effected immediately
and it is believed that no permanent damage resulted. The line must be
tested in the Spring.

Arrangements were made during the month with the Army to procure
their surplus power plant ashes for road sanding, Appro:d_mately 150 yards
were hauled and stocikpiled in the yard., The crusher hopper was erected and
is being used for drying sanding materlals, as well as providing a rapid
method of loading trucks in emergencies,

Very truly your

%M

J. Niemi
DL.trn.ct Engineer

Rt |



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSI
Anchorage, Alaska

Mr. lke P. Taylor
Chief Eagineer
* Alaska Road Commission
Junean, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly situation report for October 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska.

1, By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads:

Patrol maintenance kept the Anchorage roads in fair condition
during the month, “ork of redecking Ship Creek bridge in the Failrocad yards
was completed on the 17th of the month, Scme surfacing was placed at the
approaches of the bridze. Iireweed Lane in Spenard area was spot graveled
where surfacing showed signs of being inadequate. Some gravel was also
placed on KFQD road where the surface was bresking up. Culverts wers cleaned
out on all the roads ard marker stakes were erected for locating culverts in
the Spring, Plans to level up the worn Ship Creek Bridge decking with asphalt
mix have been delayed until next spring due to inclement weather.

P
- »’4'7 e

b. Anchorage-Palmer Hizhway:

Culverts were cleaned cut on the route and ernd markers erected.
Three side ditches were dug, two through section 16 south of Mbt. View, and
the other across 1100 feet of open field north of Merrill Airport. During the
past few years we have been troubled with lack of drainage at both nlaces and
hzve had numerous complaints from residents and business establishments, late
in the month a 2 inch snowfall, follcwed by thawing weather, caused slippery
conditions which required sanding on all hills and on the Knik River bridge.

¢, Anchorage Depot:

Due to unavailability of materials work on the electrical fixtures
was not completed during the month and a two weeks extension was necessary for
the contractor to finish the work., Work done by our own forces consisted of
installing heating units in the machine shop and installing 200 ft, of drain
culvert in the yard to take care of water from Fifth Avenue., Overhaul and
painting of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily. A

de Yalley BRoads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance during the month
on all the Valley roads. Snow fences were set up, and all culverts were
cleaned out and staked. New decldng and running plank was placed on Spring
Creek Bridge.

12/6¢
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e, Mountain Roads: |

Motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain roads
during the month.

f. Glenn Highway:

Vigdshls returned from their trip outside over the Highway and
were reestablished in the ldile €8 camp. The maintenance crew was cut to
three men with Archie Stadler the only man at 115 mile, Motor patrol mainten-
ance was performed during the month, culverts were clsaned out, sluffed rock
wgs cleared from the road and icy hills were sanded. Snow fall late in the
month was removed from the roadway with the motor graders. New running plank

was laid down on the mw//}
/\l

& Homer Roads:

Maintenance was kept to a minimum on the Homer roads during the
month with motor patrols working the surface only when absolutely necessary
to prevent the road from becoming too rough. Some gravel was placed where
surfa.ce showed signs of going to pieces. .

h, Rassian River-Homer Rozd:

‘ Giles Lighterage Service was awarded a contract to haul bridge
lumber by boat from Kenai to the bridge sites at Deep Creek and Finilchik due
to muddy condition of the ungravelled road. The 80 foot trestle bridgs across
Deep Creek was driven and lacks only the guard and hand rails for completion.
Driving was started for the Ninilchik River crossing and the bridge skould be
completed early in November. Grading on the Kenai end is going forward very
slowly due to inclement weather but every attempt is being made to get in the
drainage so the road will dry out and be ready for grading early next summer
and also to mzke it passable after the freeze-up.

At Homer grading crews are working gravel hills and even though
the weather was wet during the month, work was not materially slowed down.
That wet section south of Happy Valley was graded and ditched, work being
done tetween rainy periods.

i, Farm Roads:

Work was completed on the Jonesville-Sutton road on the 17th of
the month, and the road was opened for traffic. The bridge across Eska Creek
was finished early in the month, Clearing of 8 acres of land for Mr. Halstead
at Sutton was also accouplished per our agreesment for the cleared land that
our right-of-way took from his homestead. Camp at Sutton was closed down and
the equipment was hauled to Anchorage for repair, overhaul, and storage for
the winter. The gravel crew from the Knik road will work a week or ten days
surfacing the Jonesville road with finer surfacing material.

Upon completion of the Jonesvile-Sutton road one HD-19 was moved
to Caribou Creek and constructed one balf mile of road for the settlers below
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the highway, The work went very well with-gfe'-‘ of the trouble anticipated as the
hillside was dry and no sluffing occurred. Actual working time for the tractor
was only two days. This road takes off the highway just north of the Caribou
Creek Bridge and eliminates the old entrance about one quarter way up the hill
which was always plugged by ous snow removal operations, and which Ben Hitchcock
wrote numerous letters about.

The South Kasilof road was completed during the month., Gravel was
hauled by carryalls on those sections that were not constructed from gravel hills,
making an all-weather road of the entire 7 miles, Some regrai.ng remains to be
done next year and spots must be regraveled after settlement.

At Homer, gravel was hauled from the Spit to the new East Ind extension
to provide an all-weather road. _

Johns Road on the Anchorage-Seward road was lengthened for 0.5 miles
to take care of homesteaders in that area.

Blueberry Road and Sylvan VWay were graded and graveled to take care of
the school bus travel that will be on these roads upon the completion of the new
Spenard School, The school is in the loop formed by Fireweed lane, Spenard Road,
Bluevberry Road 2nd Sylvan Way and faces on Blueberry Road.

KENI road was built by settlers and the owners of radio Station KENI,
but was never graded up or graveled. All the ground along the road has now been :
talkten up, Dus to the roads iuportance to the entire community, it was deemed
advisable to take it up as a farm road and to gravel it.

The two loops in the Mountain View area, which fall under cur mainten-
ance, were gravelled., These roads were practically impassable last spring.

Jo No report received from Dillingzham yet. As yet no adverse reports
have reached this office as to the work since our change of foreman, Hatchett
and Peterson plan a trip to Eristol Bay area early in November.

k. Bothel:

The extension from the end of the slough bridge was completed during
the mwonth., Some work has been done on the trucks getting them ready for next
years operations,

1. Kodak:

Paul Stover returned from the Park-early in the month and went to
Eodiak for the winter, His brother, who had teen handling our work, took leave
and went outside., He is expected back early in November and will return to Kodisk
as a maintenance man, Nieml made an inspection trip to Kediak late in the month
and at that time work was started on a short piece of road leading to the ACS
transmitter site. Trouble is still being encountered in the person of
Mrs. Kachweith who claims to control the road to the nearest available gravel at
the hesd of Mill Ray,

rewy
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m, ‘l‘akot‘na and Flat Roads:

Work on the Flat City roads was suspended on the 2nd of the
month, The roads were left in good condition,

Crew at Takotna was reduced to two men. No work was done on the
roads during the month. The garage was completed and work was sterted on
overhaul of equipment. : _

n, McKinley Park:

On October 21, two men were sent from Anchorage to the Park to
grade an area around Park Hesdquarters and to dig a basement for the erecticn
of a new building., Work was completed and the men returned to Anchorege on
the 25th. .

'2. By Contract.

a. Glenn Highway, Section A.

.

Paving has been compmleted from Palmer to Mile 18 for s total of
30 miles., Paving operations were susperded early in the month due to severe
weather conditions. The remsinder of the month was spent in finishing the
grading andlaying a base course of crush gravel on the remainder of the roadway.
Graveling cperations were completed on the 29th and at that time the entire
section was turned back to the ARC for winter maintenance.

b, Glenn Fighway, B-l.

Work on the Glenn B-l section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month. The contrzctor has carried his rough grading operations to
completion from Palmer to the King River Bridge with the exception of some
heavy dirt moving remeinirg et Moose Creek hill. Crushed base course has been
laid down on the flats between Sutton and King River.

Engineering is keeving shead of the contractor's work although
our crews have been cut down somewhat due to men returning to school.

¢c. Glenn Eighway, B-2.

Engineering on this section is moving along with 80% of the
L-line staked and 507 of the Profile levels completed., Expected completion
date is early December.

d. Anchorace Avartment Houses:

The contractor's work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory
during the month with the construction ahead of schedule, -Chimneys and
insulation were completed in both buildings, heat was installed with the ex-
ception of finishing the ducts, roofing was laid, all siding was put up, and
outside painting was started. Inside finish is nearly completed in Apartn.ent
No. 1 and has been started in No, 2.

1
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Force account work at the site consisted of smoothing up the
backfilled erea, and covering oil storage tanks. Although some work remains
to be done at the site it must wait until the contractor rewoves bis scaffolding
and cleans up the area. .

3., Weather:

First snow of the season fell on the evening of October 4, after
raining all day., That nite saw the first frost of the year., Snow fell again
on the 1l4th and on the 30th, Very little freezing weather was experienced
during the month but rain fell intermittantly during the entire month., On
Friday Cctober 2lst an earthquaike tremor shook Anchorage at 11:25 Al, Although
quite pronounced it was very short and no damage was done.

4e Miscellaneous:

Niemi accompa.nied by Kenneth Goodson msde an inspection tour of
‘the Kenai area on October 4 arriving btack in Anchorage on the 7th.

Two snow removel meetings were held in the District during the
month: One at Palmer on the evening or Cctober 10 and one in Spenard on
October 21, Factual data zrd genmeral inforration gathered from interested
parties was the subject of a spparate regort.

The Anchorege Asphalt Plant was shut dowr and all lines drained
for the season on Cctobver 12, A

Charles E. Abbott, Construction Fngineer, went on leave the 12th
and returned to work on the 18th,

An Army wrecker ran one of our snowplow trucks off the roed on the -
2lst, The wrecker did not stop and slthough our truck turned over it vas not

damaged seriously.

Niemi made an inspectn.on tour of Kodisk roads on the 26th returning
to Anchorsge on the 27th. )

Mr, Harry Johnson was released from service with the ARC during
the month due to his teking a suburban Chevrolet truck for his own convenience
one Sunday., The truck was run off the road and overturned with about $700
dollars worth of resulting damage.

A, H, Domschot, SP-7, Inspector on Glemn B-1, ran Alaska Road
Commigsion pickup #1035 into a contractor's truck on the Falmer Hoad. The
pickup skicdded on an icy bridge and hit the truck which was waiting at the
other end. The front axle of the pickup was bent, and no appreciable damage

to contractor's vehicle.
VYery—truly ynurs,/\ ‘

Wm. J, Nieid
District Ingineer
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Mr., Ike B, Taylor ‘
Chief Engineer

Alaska Road Commission
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report. for September l9h9, Anchorage D:Lstrn.ct,
Anchors;e, Alaska.

l, By Govsrnment rorces,

a, Anchoragze Roads: '

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage
roads in good condition curing the month. Late in the month the bridge
crew started work an the Jower Ship Creek bridge. It was planned to re-
place only the running planik but upon investigation both the running plank
and deck proved to ve worn out., Presert plans are to replace the decking
with availeble 3 inch volanic and cover it with asphalt macadam as soon as
possible, probably next spring, Work will be carried on at night because
of the heavy traffic during the daylig‘m: hours.

18/5€

b, Potter Road:

Gravelling and regrading of the Potter road was co'"pleted this
month and the camp shut dovn on the 17th. Maintenance with the notor gra-
der completed the work anc left the road in good condition. Sections of
the road thrcugh the numerous swamps already show some signs of settlemernt
and may have to be brought up to grade ahead of crushed rock surfacing, if-
and wnen this is done, Culverts were placed at access road approaches and
,the Campbell Creel: elephant hut crossing was riprapped viti heavy rock to
prevent washing,

ce Anchorage-Pclmer Hizhway: ‘

. Maintenance during the month by the contractor continued lax and
the road between Anciorage and Hountain View became so rough and rutted that
Alaska Road Commission ejwipment was put on it for one ana aie half days in
the middle of the manth to keep it passable for passenger cars. The Bailey
bridge was moved from Goat Creek to Ship Creek where it was erected dovm
stream from the old crossing, The old bridge was torn ocut ana a new structure
100 feet long constructed, This bridze was bacicfilled ani opened for traffic
on the 26th of the month. The new bridgze was painted highway yellow and 3
reflectors installed on the approach guard rails, Bolts amd bolt heads on the
Eagle River bridge were wire brushed and painted, and those bolts that were
left out during construction were put in and all bolts tlgntened. Eolts were i
also tightened on the Knik River Bridge. .

\l\
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de Anchora~=e Denot:

One drainage culvert was installed between the garage and ware-
house over the water line and work was started on completion of the quonset .,
hut. A contract wos awarded Pioneer Electric for installation of electri-
cal viring in the garase for operatian of latre, milling machine, overhead
crane, lighting fixtures and elevator. ilork is to be completed during the
month of October, :

\

es Vallev Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary meintenance dw ing the month on
all the Valley roads, One 38" culvert was installed on 75-L to renlace an
old log bridge and 105 yards of gravel was hauled for the fill, Two neces-
sary culverts were instalicd on Edlund road. Clark road was spot gravelled
where the surface had gone to pieces,

foe Mountain Roads: .

Necessary motor grader maintenance yas performed on the mountain
roads during the mamth. Roads were flagged with poles for winter snow re-
moval, :

g« Glenn Highway: ) .

That section of Glenn B-l from Palmer to Kings River, Mile 67,
was turned over to tine coniractor for maintemance and our crew at £C lile
was cut.dovm to two men. The camp is also handling the Glenn B-l engineers
on tiet end of the work. At Mile 115 we have cne maintenance man witn a =
grader, The engineering forces for Clenn B-2 are headquartered at lkiile 115
camp. The rocad was maintained in good conditim during the month.

h, Homer Roads:

) Ditches on all the Zast road amd the worst sections of tne Hill
road were cleaned out anda ll culverts have been clcaned and staked on all the
local roads. The mainitecnance crew was laid off late in the month to remain
off until winter conditions warrant their rehire.

i, Russian River-Homer Road:

Lumber ordered early in tle seasam finally arrived at Seward end
has been hauled over the road to Kenai, With old timbers on hand we have
enough material to complete bridges at both Ninilchik River and Deep Creek.
Plans arc to contract the lighterage of the lumber from Kenai dowvm Cook
Inlet to the bridze sites rather than try to move it overland over 15 miles
of ungraded road, Piling for both bridges will start about October 15 with
completion in about one month. Stripping between Homer and Kenal was com-
pleted early in the month but grading is going very slowly due to almost con=-
tinuvous rains, Crews have been reduced to a minimmum and all gravelling shut
down for the season, All efforts are being concentrated on drainage and

-
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working down dry cuts. Regrading vill be necessary before gravel surfac-

ing next spring, but a passable road will be available for use after the
freezeup, At Homer a gravel pit has been secured from lir. Crosby a home-
steader, The pit has been stripped but due to wet weather late in the month
the gravel crew was laid off befare any materials could be taken for the road.

The Gruendler crusher was put in operation early in the month for
an extended test but after severazl days operation the gears in gear boxes vore
out due to lack of lubricants, This has been discuscsed in previous corres-
pondence, and replacenent will be made by the suprlier of the machine due
to inadequate design for prnper applicant of lubricants,

. Jo Farm Roads:

Work on the. Pittman Road was carried tarough to completion early
in the month. Grading went very well, and that portion of the road that
was not built on gravel was gravelled with the carryalls. The first secticn
of this road, vhich was mercly stripped last season, was graded and ditched.
As this was all gravel base very little work was needed to make a good road
out of it. liotcr graders finished the ditches and grade after rough grading
was done with the cats and carryalls, The dozer-blade width road from Pitt-
men to Big L&ce, approxdnetely 85 miles in lenzth, is passable to passenger
cars and it is planned to send a grader down the road to the lalke when one
is available in that area. .

Bruln's grading crew moved from the Pitiman Rezad witn thelr equip-
ment and started work on the Jonesville-Zsia Hine Road early in the monti.
The old camp at Sutton s p.t.aced into operatim, with equiprment vorcing on
the road from bot.: the Sutton and the Jonesville ends. Although the. work
consisted of saue heavy cuts ard fills, haul distances were very short and
in most instances the work could be done with the dozers. The route is the
most part in gravel except for about one half mile in the flats bordering
Eska Creek, Some difficulty was experienced in getting a right-oi-way for
a railroad crossing from The Alasks Railroad on the steep grades of this
spur railroad but a satisfactory locction was agreed-upon. Our forces will
have to keep the crossing clean of smow during the winter monthse The new
route 1s aporoxinutely 3.5 miles in length and eliminates all tize steep
grades and blind curves on the old route. Completion is expected in late
October,

At Kasilof work was started on the South Kasilof Road early in the
month, ' Four tractors and two graders have done rost of the work on this mad
which will be approximately seven miles long in good to excellent ground.
Actual work accomglished tihis month on the route is 4 miles cle‘..red and strip-
ped with 2 miles graded and 1 mile surfaced.

w ds\“q-[(mk

Work has started on gravelling the remaining 10 miles aof tﬂcAI‘Odd
during the last week of the month. The one half yard truck nmounted Bay City
shovel has moved from Anchorage to this job, together with the new Ford
trucks. Ralph Dye, local forenan, is handling the work with the crew of
drivers from Palmer. Vork is progressing very satisfactorily and should be
dompleted during October,

. -3
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k. Dillingham:

Crew at Dillingham is down to one man, Foreman-mechanic E. R.
Palmer, Work on the roads consisted of grader maintenance and spot gravel-
ling, On those days vhen it was impossible to do rocd work, due to weather,
completion of the shop is the altermative. Insulation of the building was
completed during the monti and parts bins and storage racks started, Ninor
repairs were rade on the. Snogo in anticipztion of the winter season. It
is planned to buila a V-type plow for the dozer out of old boiler plate
available from the canneries to take care of heavy drifting where the Snogo
is unable to handle removal alone and in case of a breakdovm. I{ appears
that we have the right an on the job at Dillingham, and complaints should
decrease, . :

l, Bethel:

Work at Bethel this month consisted of filling ruts in the center
of the airfield with sond wnich resulted from runoff this spring end during

subsequent rainstorms during the summer,

A local coztributian of #300 was made for building an extension
from the end of the slough bridge to two stores a2 distance of approxdiiately
200 yards, 7This work was started during the ronth.

me Kodial:

Maintenance with motor patrols kept the Kodiai roads in good con-
dition during the montn., Sore ditching and spot gravelling was dane on
Mission Bay road-and the Base road was kept clean of sluff and falling roci.

n. Takotna and rlat Roads:

: Routine maintenance was performed on all the road at botn Flat and
Takotna and the crew reduced to 3 men on thne 15th. The latter part of the
month Takotna crew worited on the house and garage, getting them ready for
winter. Plans are now to complete the interior of the garage and rove in
during October, ready for spring overhaul,

o, McKinlev Paric:

On the lst of September the crew was cut down to 5 men and over-
haul and repair work was started. Some gravel was hauled into the shop area
anri the eguipment Fa.rl:ing strip was moved back {row the airfield., Equipment
repair for the month includes mouwnting thaw boiler on Truck #2105 and painting
both boiler and truck, minor overhaul of D-8, repair to-both maintainers,
repair to welder and miscellancous repairs on the 5 Chevrolet Dump trucks,

Sable Pass closed on the 29th of the month. Inventory wes comple-
ted on the 29th and the crew returned to Anchorage on the 30th,

==
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2, By Contract: ' \

a, Glenn Hishway Sec hion A:

) Paving has been comileted from Palmer to Spring Creek with one

lane being completed almest to Chugiak, of approximctely 28 miles of

‘paving. Rough grading is almost camplete with the contractor row reworking
the Eagle River cuts. Their crusher is set up in the pit at Fort Richardsan
producing plant mix aggregate. York of preparing the subgrade for crushed
base is getting under way. Present plans czll for moving the hot plant early
in October to the lonument pit in Fort Riclerdson. Final paving will be rade
from this setup. ‘

‘ )

be. Glenn Hichway B-=l:

Work on the Glemn B-1 section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month from our standpoint, although the roclk work has been slow
through lack of sufficient equipnent. Additioral equipment lax now been
moved in and the worlk is picking up. The contractor is now maintaining 22
miles of the Glenn Highway during construction. A

Engineering is moving a.lonE, very well withthe work keeping well
ahead of the contractorts operatlons.

ce Glenn f{igh‘.‘.'ay B—-Z:

Engineering on this section is progressing faiily well with 433
of the center line being completed,

d. Anchorasze Apartrent Houses:

Contractors work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory during
the month. Block partitions in the baserent were finished, all framing of
both buildings was complete, plumbing and wiring was roughed in in one build-
ing and roofing was started on tle second building.

Force account work at the site corpleted during the month consisted
of excavating both sewer and water trenches, laying both lines and backfil-
ling, installing one nLanhole complete with cover, Dl&CLlO’ oil storage tanks
for all apartments and bam:ﬂ::.].lmv the area around the apartl.xen’c basement s
with select gravel borrow. .
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3. _MWeather, - '

Exceedingly wet wieather during the first week of the math hampered
field work considerably. The remainder of the month has been fair for con-
struction but plagued vith intermittient rains which kept the zround soaked
upe. No freezing.weather, however, which is unusual for September,

Lo Miscellaneous:

Harold lMiller arrived on the 2rd from Cantwell .having remained later
than his crew to complete inventory and to store supplies for the. winter.
He is working on notes and maps at Anchorage.

Hatchett made a reconnaissance of a possible route down the East side
of the Nenana River between Cantwell ard lcKinley Park.. Also a route Qver
Carlo Pass on the West side., A complete report will follow,

Niemi accompanied Assistant Interior Secretary Wm, Yarne on a flight
down the route of the old Copper River Railmad to Cordova., The flight
plan was reversed &t the last minute due to weather, leaving D.B.Stewart at
Cordova to meet the plane after completion of the flight instead of acconpany-
ing Secreta.ry Yarne,

Very truly yours,

Lonai— \
. . VW, Jo Niemd .
; District Zngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for Avg. 1949, Anchorage D:.str:.ct, Anchorage,
. Alaska,

1. By Government Forces: ﬂ,

a, Anchorcgze Roads:

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month. Some roads at Mountain View were graveled by
interested 'parties and at the same time spot gravelling was also done on the
main loop which we maintain,

Numerous requests are being received for the installation of driveway .
culverts on ithe Spenerd Roads. lMany of these are on the main road and we are
recommending thet the people concerned bridge the ditch rather tian install an
expensive culvert which must necessarily be torn out next year when the main
road is regraded and paved,

18/5€

b. Potter Road:

Early in the month the grading crew finished earth movement on the
Potter Road and Forsman Bruhn's crew was moved out to the Matanuska Valley to
work on new famm roads. Ed Ueeck returned from Dillingham and the gravel crew
was turned over to him to continue widening and bringing up to grade both
Potter and Sand Lake farm road, About one mile remains to be brought up to
grade across swampy ground on the Potter road and some widening of £ill on the
Sanc Lake farm road., Botn should bs complete in late September, Grader main-
tenance over the route kept it in fine condition during the months. Peonle of
Anchorage are developing the habit of driving to Potter, and the road carries
heavy Sunday traffic,

ce Anchorape-Palmer Hizhway:

Maintenance during the entire month wus performed by the contractor
on the job and although the road became rough at times it was at no time im-
passable, The Goat Creek bridge was completed during the month and traffic
routed over it on the 16th, Trouble was experienced in getting decking as it
was the lust item of bridge lumber received, not arriving in Anchorage until
the 13the As it worked out, however, Knik Glacier did not break until the 14th
ond water did not cover our Bailey Bridge detour until the 13th, after the .
new bridge was open. After the waters receded the Bailey was taken up and
removed to Ship Creek where it will be erected as a detour dwring replacement
of the old bridge at that point of the Anchorage-Palmer Highway.

i
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The Matanuska River Bridge was redecked while the crew was waiting for
the decking for Goat Creek to arrive. Running plenk and wheelguard were re-—
moved and new planicing was lajd longitudinally for the full width of the deck

before replacing the wheelguard, Repairs were made on the south portal of the
Knik River bridge.

d, ‘Anchorzze Depot:

Work around the depot tidis month ¢onsisted of erecting one quonset hut
on the platform tuilt last month, leying the foundation for another and hauling
+opsoil into the yard between the garage and warehouse., This last was raked
dovm and leveled off. It is not planned to complete this project until next
spring, when more funds will be available, Storage racks were built in the ware-
house and the moving of parts and non-perisiables into the quonset was stirted.
Missing elevator parts for the garage finzlly arrived. One of the guide rails
was two inches too narrow and a piece had to be scabbed on for the full length
to make it useable. .

e Yalley Roads:

Other than grader meintensnce on the main travelled roads very little
vork was done in the valley this month., Three miles of brush were dozed off
the sides of the Palmer-lMatenuska road and 3/4 of a mile of fence erected where
the plows tore it down last winter. Barbed wire was furnished two farmers who
put up their own fences whici. we tore down last winters, In the future we do
not plan to furnish any more wire or labor for Iences dumaged by snow removal.
Farmers have been requested to move all fences back to give us a sixty foot
right-of-way — otherwise winter snow removal may not be possible without damage
to fences,

fe Mountzin Roads:

Only necessary maintenance was performed on the Mountain Roads during the
menth, .

ge¢ Glenn Hizhway: .

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good condition
during the month. Late in the month the Vigdahls from Camp 83 mile went on leave
and Foreman Stadler moved down from 115 mile to take over the maintcnance on the
entire route, Mrs, Stadler is doing tie cooking for the meintenance crew and also the
engineering crews on the upper end of Section Glemn B-l.

h. Homer Roads:

Regular maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
Soft spots in the completed section of the East End road were filled with gravel
and the hill road was reditched where sluffing had occurred during the rains,
The roads remained in good condition all curing the month.

i. Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenal end maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good
Q—
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shape, Fine weather during most of the month aided grading and that part which
had to be left last month due to mud was graded up and ditched ready for gravel-
ling. Stripping was advanced 1/4 mile beyorid the Ninilchik River. The river
was dovm and the equipment was forded easily. Work continued very satisfactorily
until the last few days of the month when steady rains turned the ground into a
quagmire, slowing operations almost to a standstill, The Deep Creek River cros-
sing was investigated by liemi and Soberg together with the engineer and a more
suitable crossing was located upriver from the original one., Although the change
will entail several huncred feet more of construction it will eliminate heavy -
£i1l1s in overflow flats and possible future bank protection. Constructicn costs
should be less, with no eppreciable disadvantage in grede and alignment., After

a study of both the Ninilchik and Deep Creek crossings it was decided to bridge
both streams instead of attempting to use elephant huts as suggested. Both streams
will require 100 feet of pile driven trestle, with al00 foot steel span to event—
ually replace trestle on Deep Creek.

Gruendler crusher representatives and mechenics flew to Kenai early in
the month with repair parts for the crusher, The machine was extensively altered
with many of the v-belt drives being replaced with gear boxes and chain drives.
Repairs were efiected too lzte in the season to warrant setting up a camp and
putting the machine in operstion. Test runs were made, however, anc it is felt
the machine should be put on full scale operation for a period of about a month
before any reports cen be made on it. ’ : -

On the Homer end, the work has been going somewhat slower tha at Kenai
due to the fect that some of the equiwmment was kept busy on farz road construc-
tion. Gravel crews moved ahead to Starisky during tne month. A pit was located
ahead of Starisiky Creek and negotiations are in progress to get five acres from
the homesteader concerned, Stripping is beyond Happy Velley, with five miles
reraining to Jjoin with the Kenai end,

jo Farm Roads:

On 98 East End road at Homer 0.l miles of rcad was graded and 2,0 miles
were gravelled during the month, All soft spots on the road were covered and
the grading is now finished i'or the year, All the hcmesteaders in thisapea are
taken carc of with the exception of one homestead that would need an additional
2 miles of road. This road is not believed justifiable until more of the inter-
vening land is taken up.

The East Hill Road at Homer was extended 1.6 miles to take care of addi-
tional homesteaders in that area. Gracding was completed but no attempt was
made to gravel this road due to long haul from the Homer spit.

The Anchor Point Road was completely gravelled, The graded surface became
impassable under the increased traffic which a new road invariable attracts.

Location survey lias been completed on the access road down the south benk
of the Kasilof River. It is believed further study,and some improvement in the
located line, will be necessary before construction of this road begins in late
September,
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On the Sand Lazke Road, trucks worked from the Wells pit on the Potter
Road to finish gravel fills over the swampy sections. One carryall and cat were
used early in the month to cut down several of sand and gravel hills on this
route, The road was connected about the 15th of the month when the trucks
moved onto the Potter Road to augment our equipment there, Altogether 3,5 miles
of road have been completed with an all weather gravel surface, It is believed
that more work will be necessery next month after present fills settle across
the swamps,

' The Airport Heights Road, 1,5 miles in length, was built with ane dozer

#nd one carryall and cat in 4 actual working days during the month, Motor graders
tollowed with ditches. Soil material was removed to gravel, thereby eliminating
necessity for surfacing. This road, besides giving an access rocad to the people

in the area, was needed by the ARC as an access from the Spenard arez to our gravel
pit locoted in the scihiool section at the end of Merrill Field, A small timber
trestle bridge was built across Chester Creek and approach fills were pushed out
with the dozer.

During the good weather, the work on the Schrok Road was carried through
to completion for the season. Although all the people in the vicinity are taken
care of, there seems to be an influx of settlers in tiis area and a reasonable
assumption is that we will be called on to extend this roaud in the future,

Equipment was moved from the Shrock Road to the Davis Road or Route 35-J.
Three families that have made a full-tiie effort to farm the land nave ne access
road and consequently lost most of their procuce last year through their inebili-
ty to get it to market. This project wes pramised for last scason b was ovar-
looked in 1949 plans, ‘or: wes sturted late in tihe month on a roud for them and
should be camplected early in September. Length of road to be constructed is ap-
proximetely one mile anc the settlers are assisting in castruction.

Work was stcrted on' the Pittman Road early in the month. Ray Bruln!s
grading crew moved from the Potter Road with grading equipment to do the work.
During the early part of the month, work progressed so satisfactorily thet it
wvas decided to continue on to Pittman, Jack VanZanten and his crew woriced both
on location and construction on this project., Sections of swanmpy ground encoun-
tered along the route proved to have sound gravel bottoms and did not slow the
work materially. A standard width gravelled surfzce roac has been complested to
within one mile of the Pittman Station. Numerous settlers at Big Lake requested
that the road be extended to the lake, Lack of funds and other priority Jjobs
made this impossible; however one tractor worked 3 days filling swampy ground on
the 11 mile route so the old road is passable to truck traffic, Homestzaders con-
cerned paid all operating expenses with the tractor being donated free of rental
by the Commission.

Surveys were started on the Sutton-Jonesville Road, Present plans are to
follow up the east side of the ARR tracks,staying outside of their riglt-of-way,
cross the tracks aporoxdm:tely one mile from Sutton and continue on the west side
of the tracks., Grading crews will be moving into the Sutton Camp early in
September, . '

_,1*._ ’
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ke Dillingham:

Ed Ueeck reported back to the Anchorage Office on the lst of the
month, Work was turned over to Mr.Ernest R. P,lmer, of Dillingham,and the
quonset type shop has been completed, Other work consisted of ditching and
maintenance with the motor patrol.

l, Bethel:

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sarmd to patch up the road where
it showed signs of going to pieces. Our foreman, Mr, Marsh, recommends that
we plan on cribbing the approacies of the slough bridge wilh lc-s which could
be obtained locally. This will be investigated when someone gets down that
way and recommendations made in future programs.,

m. Kodiak: : '
The only report received from Kodiak for the month was given verbal-

ly from a Captain Bucy, ACS Station Chief from Xodiak. He stated that Stover:
was doing a2 fine job and the roads are in excellent condition.

ne Takotna and Flat Hoads:

Ditching and improvement of the road between Candle Hill and the land-
ing was continued. Additional gravel was placed at the landing., Routine main-
tenance was performed on all Flat rcads and a powder house 4x4x5 was built during
the month.

0o McKinley Park:

Work during the month consisted of filling waéhes and sags in Miles
58, 59, 69, 72, 75 and 79, Bridge apprcaches were raised at Miles 87.8, 41.7 and
2 miles, Necessary bridge repairs during the month were as follows:

Mile 1.8 decking and running plank at approaches

Mile 3.5 repaired abutments
. Mile 12,8 decking and running plank renewed

Mile 16,6 repaired abutments

Mile 19,5 and 19.6 running plank and railings replaced

Mile 20.4 decking and running plank renewed

Mile 30.9 running plank replaced

Mile 41.7 repaired abutments

Mile 43.2 piling braced and repaired

Mile 60.8 replaced one bent and abutment braces

Mile 87.8 replaced approach decking and running plank ‘

Two culverts were extended to take care of shoulder washing, one at
mile 46 and the other at 13, Brush was cut along the road in miles 1 ard 2, and
all streams and wash channels cleaned and re-ditched,

Early in the month about 3 inches of snow fell at Camp Eilson but it
melted soon after it hit the ground.
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pe. McKinley Park-Susitna- River Survey:

A contract for supplying Miller's survey party by air from
Anchorage was awarded early in the month and first flight made August 3, land-
ing at a small field built by survey dozer. On the 24th Niemi flew in but was
unable to land due to failure to cut brush on the end of the field whith was
requested by the pilot on the previous flight., Purpose of the flight was to
look over the route and also to pull in the survey crew which wus logging down
due to constant trouble with tractor equipment, long supply lines, and poor
communications. Thirty miles of location was also deemed sufficient ahead of
construction, since the route has been definitely determined to the Susitna

Crossing.

Personnel from this crew, together with badly needed survey instru-
ments, were moved to Section Glenn B-2 at the end of the month, Niller is
expected down in a few days after storing supplies at Cantwell and taking in-
ventory.

" qe Talkeetna:

Work at Talkeetna consisted of routine maintenance with gravel
trucks and maintainers. WNiemi made an inspection tour of the work on the 24th
and at that time it was decided to shut down the work the lst of September,
Mulvaney will take over the job of maintenance man at 115 mile camp, Glean
Highway, and Mrs, Mulvaney as cook for the survey party on Glenn B=2 now
working from that camp.

re Anchoraze Asvhalt Plant:

A scale repair man was borrowed from the ARR to check the scalesd
both at Anchoraze and at Valdez, He was taken to Valdez on the lith and was
back to work on the Anchoraze scales on the 17th. Tests proved that our scales
were badly out of adjustment and upon raising the deck it was found that cne
of the pivot points was broken, No replacements were on hand so one was made
from some stock that was available from the ARR. Upon lr. Erwin!s suggestions,
a complete set of pivots were ordercd to be carried in stock ai Anchorage. The
parts will fit both sets of scales and in case of another breakdown can be in-
stalled immediztely, It was believed that the scales breakdown was due to the

trucks running over the corner when pulling out. A piling was set at the cor-
ner of the pit to remedy this, The pit appreach, which was soft and filled with
large rock was also dug out and replaced with select gravel.

Work is still being carried on by the operators in painting the pipe

lines with a water proofing compound, Almost daily deliveries of asphalt are
being made to contractor on Section Glenn g,

2, BY CONTRACT

8, Glenn Highway, Section A

Paving has been completed on that séction of the highway between
Palmer and one half mile South of Knik Bridre. The asphalt plant was moved

by



+. down to 18 mile and the Bklutna flats have been paved for about 4 miles, The
contractor!s plans are to do only such paving as is ready in the vicinity of
the present plant set-up, and get the crushed bi.se course down on the rest of
the road and leave it until spring. The crusher was moved to the Merrill Field
pit late in the month and it is the contractor!s plans to lay crush from the
City limits towards Chugiak. Although the road is in better conditicn than
during previous montn, it still is rough over the first 15 miles from Anchorage.
An inadequacy of road construction and slew signs is also very noticeable 2ll
through the contract. Progress estimates show the work as being 55% complete.

be Glenn Hichway, B-l:

Work on this section of the highway is moving along satisfactorily,
the operations being concentrated between Palmer and Sutton. BSome rock dril-
ling is in progress on the roclk bluffs a few miles eouth of Chickaloon. Actual
construction on the project is approximstely &3 complete. Construction engineer-
ing on the contract is moving along well after a poor start, although the crews
are still handicapped somewhat by shortage of vehicles. The contractor ias
started erection of construction camp at lile 95,

ce Glenn Hizhwav, B=2:

Mr. McAlister, Resident Engineer, for this work started survey work
on the 23d to obtair deta for design during the winter. MNiller's crew, complste
with cook, was sent to 115 lile Camp on the 31lst of August to auzment McAlister's
single party. Present plans are for him to operate from 115 Mile Camp for the
entire project until weather forces a shutdovm.

d, Anchorare Apariment Houses:

Work of preparing the site for the apartments was completed and the
contractor started actual construction on the 13th of the month. Since then
vork has progressed very satisfactorily with both basements being poured complete
with floors and walls. Concrete block partiticns in the baserent have been com=-
pleted in one building.

3¢ Weather:
Weather has been exceptionally good for the month of August with rain-
fall below normal for most of the period. The 27th proved to be the second hot—

test day of the year., Since the 29th, rain has been falling,with resultant
hindrance and slowdown of constructim.

Le Miscel lanesous:

On August 8, the earth auger hit a power line on the Post road, while
it was moving from one hole to the next. Lines were broken ana the auger was
overturned but very little damage occurred.

7=



Merle Harding, P-2,Inspecta for Glenn B-l, arrived from Seattle
via PNA on the 1Cth.

The Knik Glacier broke August l4the Water rose 13 feet 3 inches
before reaching its crest at noon of August 22nd.

Dorn L. Ellery, P-3, Engineer for Glenn B-2, arrived on transfer
from Bureau of Reclamation on August 23,

Iouis P, Hendricks, "ngineer P=2, arrived on the 31st and has been
assigned to Foreman Sovberg at Kenai to replace Chester F, Rlcker, r351gned.

Wme J, Niemi
. : District Engineer
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SUBJZCT: Monthly progress repox;t for July 1949, Anchorage Dis'trict,
Anchoraze, Alaska,

1., 3By Government Forces

a, Anchora=e Roads: .

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchoragse roads
in good candition curing the month. The Fourth Averue paving which was laid
down last fall became rutted and vas scarified and relaid during the early part
of the month. Upon inspection, it was found that the oil Ims not cured at all
under the top one halfl inch and it worked as though it had just been mixed. The
South apprecach to tne Ship Creek bridgse washed out early in the month and riprap
consisting of several old truck bocdies was placed to protect the abutment and
f£i11 before it was replaced. Traffic was rauted araind taraugn The Alaska Raii-
road yard while repairs were being nade, ’

The east guard rail on the Chester Creek Bridge at Spenard Road was
replaced after being vrecked by a car,

18/5¢

b. Potier Road:

Progress on this route was very good tiods month altlicugh some local -
rains slowed down much of the regrading, The £i11 on the Anchoruze end of the
road was widered to 23 feet and much of it brousht up to zrade, Regrading was
carried across nunerous small swamps along the route where the fills placed
" jast yesr had settiled cown to swamp level, Fills at Rabbit and Little Rabbit
were widened and brousht up to-standard and numerous culverts were lenathened
to take care of the added width., Late in the month, trucks were taken ofl the
job of mzking fills from the Cil and Wells pits and put in the Rabbit Creek pit
so gravel could be placed over that section of rozd already up to ocur new standards.
The gravel program is prozressing very satisfactorily.

Grader maintenance over the entire route kept it in fine condition
during the month.

c. Mountain View Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in this
area in good condition. lio new road construction has been contemnl:ted in
Mountain View but with tae erection of tihe new schocl it seems certain that
another quarter of a mile of road will necessarily be added to our system for
maintenance for convenience of the school buses.,

-1-
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d, Anchorace-Palner lli~hvavy:

Early in the month 2ll the highway beyond the Fort Richardson P Gate
No. 3 was turned over to the contractor for meintenance. The section from tie
Anchorzge City Limits to this point was maintained by our zotor graders until
the 20th of the month waen the contractor roved in and stzrted grading. At that
time he assumed responsibdility for maintenance on the entire 48 miles,

The Peters Creek fills were made early in the menth by the confractor
and traffic was routed over the new bridse. Twice during the month rains caused
the untamped apnroach fill to sluffl around the bridze abutments, but traffic was
routed arcaund the old road while the slight damage was repaired, To prevent re-
currance of the sluifling, 3 feet of bulkhead were added to the east abutment.

No traffic delays were exrerienced during these periods.

e. Anchorame Derot:

. No actual gradinz was done around the depot this month., The wiring

for the cold storage box was run in and ‘thes box has heen operatinzg most of the

month., The contractor on tue warehouse finally received his materizls aad

has completed the repair work on the second floor. Latest reports from him are
that he still has not received nhis gates for the elevator. llaterials are slcw

in coming from the States as is evidenced by the fact that tie elevator in the

garage is still being aeld up pending the arrival of the guides.

A loading ramp 2C0 feet lonz has been built at the back of the yard,
using old timbers salvaged from the old-Sutton yard. It is planned to erect
quonset huts on ore end of it to be used for storage for ncnperishable goods,

during the winter.

Water lines have been run into the mess and a shover hes been com—
pleted in one end of ore of the bunk houses,

f. Valler Roads:

. Routine maintenance was performed during the month with motor gzraders
and the roads were kept in good condition during the entire mcnth. Cne dozer
was kept busy cleaning brusnh from the right-of-way in thicse areas where it was
encroaching upon the ditch or roadway. Six miles of brush was removed on the
Bodenberg Butte road and one mile along the Palmer-Wasilla road.

g. Mountain Roads:

The Hatcher Sumit was opened up on the 15th of the month and the
road opened to the Lucky Shot liine. Due to bad washouts on the 'Jillow creek
road, however, traffic could not get into Willow until a wegk later. During
the second run~off this spring, Willow creek swung over and ran down the center
of the road and extensive rcpairs were necessary to make the road passable, Peter
Nelson and his ¢rew was'meved.down froin Coloradeo upen compiletion orf their work
there, and camp vas set up at Willow., Work was carried on with two trucks sent
up from Anchoraje and the Cat that came back with the crew. The Grubstake kiine
road was repaired, as thc owners plan on operating this year., Nothing extensive

~2—
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was dorne on the roads and it is probable that more extensive repairs will be
required for next year if the roads are to be broight back and maintained to

our standards,

h. Glenn Hirhwav:

Regular maintenarce with the mctor patrols kept the road in good
condition during the month, Crews were kept busy removing slides that have oc-
curred during tne past seasa , opening ditches and filling small washes along

che latanuska River,

i. Homer Roads:

Regular ::aintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The Diamond Ridze Road was ditched and the secticns that shcwed the worst wear
were graveled, Gravel had to be nhauled up the long hill so spot gravelling was
all that could be attempted. The Hill road and the East End Road were maintain-
ed ard ditcles cleaned witn the motor graders. .

jo Russian River-Hcmer Road:

On the Kenai end, naintenance was performed with motor petrols. During
the early part of the month while the weather 'ns fg.vorable, grading was carried
forward to Clam Gulch ard the cut made on the Horth side of Clam (Rilch Creek., The
weatner then took 2 turn for the worse and zradinz of the next 3 - miles was im-
practicable due to lack of ~sravel and the clay nature of ths soil. This area was
by-passed and tle grading crow moved forward over to the road to better ground.
Grading is being backed up over this zap whenever it appears feasible to worit it.
Gravell-.ng is going somewiat siower as there is ro sign of any material that will
stand up either as fill across the swampy areas or for surfacing for an eightn
mile stretch; and the material nmust be hauled from the pit 2 miles south of the
Kasilof RiVer. Clecring and strlp““ nz is moving zhead rapidly with the caiip now
set up £} miles north of the Ninilchik River, ‘

The Gruendler crusher service man was down to look et the crusher early
in the month and admi‘ted the obvious fauits of the machine, He rety rned to th
factory and the latest report 'from him was that tie entire e..ulnepr z depmrtiment
and the mechanical departments were busy redesigning and fabricating replacement
parts. Factory mechanics are due in Anchoragze on the 4th of August to handle the

job of reconverting tie crusher when the parts arrive,

At Homer the weather has been exceed: 'wlj wet., Altnough the actual
rainfall has not been greut, the lack of any drying weatlier slowed tne work cown,
Areas thate axld normally he ve been worked with the pull grader and carryalls re=-
quired from {wo to thrce feet of gravel fill before they could be crossed, iiuch
of the ground ahead of constructim is of the sime type and will necessarily slow
the job censiderably. Gravel is now obeing obtaincd from the pit at Anchor River.
with the next pil in sight at Starisxy Crossing, The srading crews inve rioved to
Starisky, with the gravel crew still working out of Anchor River,
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k. Farin Roads:

On 98 Last End road at [omer 0,3 miles of road was graded and gravel-
led during the month. Further work had to be discontinued on the extension

until drying weather peraits. .

The Anchor Point Farm road was complcted during the month with the
exception of grsvel, which will be omitted on much of the road this year. Actual
work done consisted of l.4 miles oI clearing, stripping and grading and one
half mile of gravelling. . ) ‘ '

St. Johns farm road, off tie Potter rozd, was built and gravelled
during the month., Homestezaders concerned did all tna slashing and corduroycd
the swanpy areas. They also sugzested that if our eoulcment was too busy they
could take care of the surfacing also after the grading was finished, This,
however, was taken care of with the carryalls rizht alon~ wita the grading.

Altogether 0.4 miles of road was cleared, stripped, gradea and gravelled.

On the Sand Lake farm road, the trucks were moved around to the Potter
end of the rcad and work carried on from the %Wells pit. ictual fill placed during
the monta wis 1 mile with 2500 feet of the way beinz cordurcyed. Thz bridge
across Camgbell creelt has been comcleted with a total lenztah of 52 feet. The

piling were driven by the lew Byers 3/L yard rig with a drop aammer on swinging
leads. T he Byers ,rov:s Lo be too slow to opercte with any dearee of efficiency
using the drop hammer, A ste-u narmer ani swinging lecds have been secured from

the Aray to complement our bricge crewls equlpment and it iz planned to use our
thawing boilers to furnish necess:ry stezn,

Work contimued during the month on the Schrock Road in the Valley.
Although the area did not dry cue to the danp weatkery some progfress was made,
work accomplisned consisted of one ana one nhalf miles clearsd and stripocd and
0.7 miles groded. Sose zravelling was done bub only a negligible amount went
into new wor« as the road alrbauj surfaced broke up durlnﬂ the wet weather and
had to be reinforced.

LBouipment moved in on the Clark road during the last few days of tae
month but nothing wus done other than patch up that portion already co:?let¢d

Peter MNelson hzs moved to 'fasilla and is engnged in setiing up camp
far construction or tie Fitman Farnm road. It is planned to move the grading
equipnment from Anchora:e unen comnrlseticon of grading work on the Potter job
early in Ausust. The zravelling crew will stay at Pottcr and conﬂlete sur facing
vithin available funcs. Jacl: VanZanten and his crew movcd to Palmer and are
running the surve; for the new road to Pitian, At present the P-L*ue is completed
for 2% rmiles ami some final lecation mde. The road has been pulled avay from
the alasia Railreed Track  andé the new location follows dry ridges, with only winor
swampy areas, ILf veather.conditions are favorable we may try to work on to

Pitwan, a total of cbout 4 miles of new construction.

-l
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1. Dillingham:

, The last report from Zd., Ueeck, Foreman at Dillinzham, stated that
the roads were in god condition., MNew pits have been stripped and the motor
patrol spent most of the month pushing the moss and small brush back where it
was encroaching on the roaduway.

The site for the shop has been stripped, the timber shoring erected
and most of the steel framework erected for the hut. Present plans are to
leave Ueeck at Diilin~ham until the erection is canrlete znd then have him turn
the work over to lr., Falimer, wno is at presert working for ws as mechanic. lir.
Palmer has been instructied to do only necessary vork au the roads during the

renainder of tie secasam,

Maintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.
4111 Bay road vmas reditched as the ditches were sluffed fuil and the base road
was kept clear of falling rock during the month. ’

n. McXinley Park:

The 20-B shovel was moved to Savage River and gravel was hauled on
the sags and soft shoulders at miles 6,12, and 13. Cn the 13th, the shovel was
again moved, tids tise to the pit at 26 mile; and washes and sags from miles 2L
to mile 34 were filled. . ) .

Early in the month the D-8 moved to Camp Eilson and widened the road by
cleaning up the sluff that the meltin = snows had ‘orm zht down. Both meintainers
have been working duriig the month anc the rozd as far as 54 rile is in good
conditicn. Bridze railing and running plank were replacea on the 63 : nile bridge.,
Rains sterted in the Park on the 20th and it has been raining almost constantly
ever since.

Two foot bridges were replaced on the Three Lakes Trzll, with the hand
rails and approaches beinz repaired.

o. Takotna ani Flat oads:

i The first inspection of Takotna roads this season revealed them to
be in excellent conditin, especially tle main travelled roads. At Takotna,
Foreman Poorman has a small camp at Mile 13 near the Tatalina Flats and is
gravelling and ditching toward Candle Creek and Sterlins Landing. Some work
will also be done at the landing to provide more gravelled zrea for storing
supplies during unloading of river steamers. Tiae Innokio Dredging Company is
taking over the old Shonbeck dredge on urper Gaines Creek and is shipping ir
about 300 tans of amnterisls to rebuild it, including new pontoons to replace
the wooden hull, Tiis will mean considerable freight and fuel over thc road
this season. The miners are dozing & road down Yankee Creek to avoid the crook-
ed, narrow road ct tne beginning of the Ganes Road. Some grading and spot
graveiling will be done by our forces rather than attempt to improve and nain-
tain the old road. Takotna crew will be reduced about the middle of September

s
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and about a six weeks vork done toward campletion of the garage.for spring
ove rhaul. : o

‘At Flat Foreman Alderson and one man have done an excellent job
of maintaining the roads which Panter left in such good condition. Their
work h2s been largely spot gravelling and surface maintenance, using a trap
and dozer for loading {rom selected pits, both men drivinz dwap trucks on
haul, A small louder of some type will be procured for next season to
utilize the numerous fine tuiling piles alonz 2ll roads, thereby eliminating
long haul from pits suitable for trap loading,

There are still numerous reguests for information on our plans for
canstruction of the ro:d to the Kuskokwim River at Crooked Creek. One operztor
claims th=t he saved ,;7,000,00 on winter freizhting L00 drums of fuel over
this route last winter,

ps Colorado: . -

Work was started on the bridze across the South Fork and necessary
repairs completed early in the month., HKaintenance wvas performed by Feter 1lelson
and consisted c¢f fillinz numerois washcuts, dozing slides of f the road to tne
coal mine and filling around the 2pproaches of the bridge at the saw mill, The
washout at the end of the South fork bridze was repaired by placing a log crib
on the 'upstrean side of the fiil and backfiliin§ it with gravel, Tie lack of
elevation for a bridce ard the fact that the old driver at Colorado would not
stand being torn down and erected on the far side of the truss without & mejor
overhaul job influenced ocur decision to crib tie gep rather than try to bridze
across it. Subsequent reports have been received from the mine owmner that the
river rose 2zain and washed out part of the fill., FHe had a Cat on the site,
however, and repairs were immedistely made, Hatchett :ade a trip to Coloraco
durinz the time of repair znd concurred wiih the Foreman cn the job that the
backfilling and riprapping would prove to be satisfactory. a4t that time the
roads were in very good conditia: and extensive maintenance was not necessary,

0. Bethel: )

Work nas been carried forward during the month cn the hill road
and it now extends to lrs. Larten's residence, about half way between the air-
port and the spur constructed last year. Lack of funds has stopped tiie wvork
at Betihel arcd unless more soney is forthecoming, plans are to complete the road
early next j=ar.

Trouble has been experienced during the month with the Slough bridge

in that the breakup pulled the west pier 18 inches out of line and caused
settlewent of 21 inches. The water this year did not drop low enough to expose
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.

the footings so repair work hzd to be carried on under watsr. Piling were
purchased locally, and with a rented puap they have been jetted down, using
a bumping block as a driver, It is expected that this will alleviate any
future trouble with the structure, Road maintenance and improvesents have
had to suffer tiuls year as a resuit of tiis extra work.

r. lcKinler Parx-Susitna River Survey:

Hatchett made a trip inteo Miller!s camp during the month and every-
thing is going satisfactorily. Trouble is still being experienced with the two
tractors, The hoist on the TD-.4 broke and it is impossible to use the blade.
The D-4 is down because tiie track rails are worn out., Both items are on order
and will bt replaced as soon as possible, ifiller's caip is now at 24 lile and it
is planned to supply him oy 2ir as soon as the air strip he is censtructing has
been completed, First flight is planned for August 3. A radio receiver-trans-
mitter has been secured ard is being set up at his camp so better communicaticn
and co-ordincticn can be arranged between nis field crews and the office,

2. B; Contract:

a. Anchorase Asrhalt Plant Contract I-are-4086, 3-1-K-Co.

Work cdone at the plant this menth consisted of force account erection
of a LOO feet of st:el suard rail between the fence anu tre road, painting of
exposed piping in the yard, and adscellaneous cleanup around the zrea by our
forces, ’

Formal acceptance of the work was mzde after an inspection early in
the menth by kir. Wm. J. iliewi, District Engineer, iir. Daub, Ciief, Contracts Divi-
" sicn, lir. Tapley, Chief, Zngineering Divd sion, and lir. Stunp, UK Engineer,

Mr, Marvin E. Jenkins, Consultant, completed his work an the 15th of
the menth,

b, Glenn Hizhwaw Section As

.

Grading is.being carried forward on the entire project and all the
road has been turncd over to the contractor by the ilasla HZond Commission for
raimtenance. On the 18th, the contractor started grading operztins on tie
Ancnorare end of the work. At the present time tie rod from Anchorarse City
limits to the LP gate Number 3 is being prepared for the crusher base, .

Actual layinz of the paving has been retarded by wet weather. However,
there are now 8% miles laid on the Palmer end, l!lost of the work appears satis-
factory althoush several spots sihow sisrns of ravelling under traffic, Additives
have been shipped in to prevent stripping,

Inadeguate maintenance of the road and lack of courtesy to the travel-
ling public have been noticeable on this project.

. - 7-
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¢. Glenn Hichway, B-1 Section.

The contractor completed setting up his cemp early in the month and
started grading work from The Alaska Railroad track at Palmer. At the present
time, less than one percent of thc work is completed but with more equipment
moving onto the job daily the grading shoauld be well under way next month.

The engineerinz is moving ahead, with the L-line 95% completed and -
cross-sectins eighty percent completed.

d. Clenn Hi-hwar, 3-2 Secticn,

Mp. F. V. licAlister has bean enploycd as Resi ent Zngineer £ or the
work and is at present with tle indneers of the B-1 secticn. %We are in th
process of recruiting a crew to begin the survey work, with no success to date
on instrument men., Headquarters will be at our 115 kile camp, and lster at

Eureka Roachouse.
3. Veather:

Weather for the first two weeks of the mont:h comparcd favorably with Cali-
fornia, The sun wes at work every dzy amd very little rain fell durinz that time
aiding constructim considerably. During the last two weeks, rains nave failen
almost ev.ry day, nct heavily, but enouzh to turn the construction areas into a
quagrire of mud. Little drying weather was encountered during this time and those
days that it did not rain were so cloudy thzt little drying occurred.

-

L. Miscellaneous:

On the 15th of the meanth, the truck that was used to haul diesel fuel to
the Potter camp broke its gas line. The gzs was ignited by the exhaust and as a
result flames consumed the entire truck. The incident occurred in the heavily
settled Spenard area, but the driver had suffPicient presence of mind to run tie
truck ‘off the roac and into a vacant lot, The driver wzs not injured. a.d - for-
tunately the tank of diesel fuel cdid nct ignite. There was no opportunity to save
the truck bul the lo.s was not grezt 2s it was cne of the older models ready to

be scrapped.

Mr. Wm. J. Hiemd, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the Takotna
and Flat areas during the momth. :

Hatchett made an inspection trip of the Colorado Stztion road, the Cantwell
" survey, ard lcKinley Park roacds during the month.

Colonel Noyes arrived a the 26th and mede a tour of inspection of the )
Turnagain Arm projects and the Kenai-Homer areas, returningz to Anchora e on the 29th.

Mr. A.F.Ghiglione arrived on the 29th, and spent the 30th in local ccnferences
and inspecticn with Coleonel Noyes,

-388
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On the 31lst, Colonel Noyes, accanpanied by Mr. Ghizl. one and Abbott,
made an inspection trip of the Valley roads,

Colonel Noyeé left for Fairbanks, Mr.Ghiglione for McKinley Park, on
the 1st of August. :

Very truiy yours,

Wm, J, 4dierd
Wilismm Distrizgt Engineer

wry
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SUBJZCT e Montihily situation report for June 1949, Anchoraze District, o
Ancaora 'z, Alasia.

1. By Government Forces,

a. Anchora~e Roads:

Routine maintenance wes perforred on all the Anchorage rcads.
Ditches were kept clean ard surf.ce grading was accomplisiied with motor patrols.
Heavy rains started on tie 20th of the menth and some damage occurred to the
Anéhorage roads, Constant patrolling and flagzing of tne washed areas until
graders could arrive to repair them was dore during this period. The approach
on the Horth end of the Fourth ivenue Ship Creek Bridge washed out an the 25tn.
The road was immediztely blocked off, traffic routed araind throuzh the ARR
yard, repairs accomplisiied, and the ro:zd azain opened to traffic two hours afier
the washout occurred. Apparently high water during the preceding week iad caused
a backedcy under the bridge wiiich kept eatinyg into the fill until it sluffed away
from the planking at the end of the bridze. Repairs were made by adding planks
and replacing the washed material,

b. Potter Raad: .

Despite intermittent rains, progress was considered good on this
section, The fill acrocss Potter Swamp was made, the heavy cut in the centur
completed end the entire one nalf mile widened to 28 ft. Trucks made the fill
on the Anchoruse end froa Wells Pit, eléphant huts were installed in Campbell
Creek and the rozd tied into the Zast G. road. The rains which started on tue
20th slowed the work somewhat and the equipment had to be pulled back to regrece
gravel points that would not soften due to the weather conditicns,

- The two 48 inch culverts at Rabbit Creek were barely able to nandle
a sudden and heavy rise of water which rose on the £fiil until it reaciied wnat
was considered danger point at 9:00 F.X., on the 22nd. Carp personnel were moved
into tovn and bedded dowm in the garage far the might. About midnight the weather
turned colder, with snow in tle mountains, winich slowed tie runoff and aliousd tie
culverts to take care of the backed uv water. Considerzble erosicn of fill oc-
curred at the discitrge end of the culverts and it will be necessary to protcct
these points by reteining walls and possibly a spillway apron. Headwalls will
also be required at tie intaie. The flood was a result of a cloudburst in the
mountains. Ship Creek, at anchoraze, reacied tire iighest recarded level, -so tie
flood was probably the maximum that can be expected. No additional culvert.
opening is contemploted,

-l
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Regular maintenance was performed witi the motor patrols during the month

and culverts were installed on that scction of road that was being regraded. Par-
ties interested contributed the cost of standard culvert.

c. Mountein Videw Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in fair
candition. llany petiticns have been received from tie local residents for assist-
ance in improvingz and :mintaining tiie street but due to the fact that most of tie
work would be developing private subdivisions, our policy has been to place our
equipment on farm roads ratner than become involved in street problems,

d. Anchera-e-Palmer 1izhway:
No maintenance s been performed by the ARC on the Highway between

EXlutna and Palmer as the contructor is working that stretch of the highway. His
operaticns will be discussed in Glenn A section of thils report.

Regular maintcnance was performed during the entire micnta with motor
patrols andsuntil the heavy rains of the 20th. thru the 26ths the roads were in
good condition. OCn the 2lst the small creek ot 15 mile jumped its banks and
started flowinz over itne road, washing out one lane but le:vinz one lane open to
traffic., This washout was flagzed and traffic was allowed through the one lane.
Water could not be diverted, and a5 the culvert would not handle it no attempt
was made to do anytling other than brush the lower side of the rozd to prevert
furthaer washing, A man was stetimed at the culvert to slow avproacihing traffic end
keep the culvert clean of debris.

Cn the 22, Coble Creek went ovér the road at 3:00 A.l., clesing the
East approach to the new Eagle River 3ridge., The area was flagzed and traffic
detoured over the old road. The washcut was caused by flash flcods in the sur-
rounding mountains and the lack of a wingwall on the upstream end of the culvert.
water maldngz a turn to emter the culvert csused & backeddy that washed tne fill
material from under the culvert mouth., Weight of the fill on the center of the
pipe caused it to breck allowinz the intake to rise above vater level. Tue water
then rose high enough to run along the £ill for a distance of 300 yds. and even-
tually crossed the rcad in several places taking the fill with it. A dozer was
used in an atteipt to cinnge the channel and run the water alonz the rozd but not
until the 23d was the rachine able to get out in the water due to its depth., 4
temporary cinnnel was completed and the rocd opened to traffic on the 25th., It is
not planned to do any extensive work on the hill as the contractor +dll be moving
in during July and at thet time the creek will be re-routced away frow the rocd.

Heavy runoff on Peters Creek Hill washed out one apmroach on the 22d
but this was repaircd immedittely end traffic was not deilayed. Goat Creex apnroach
washed out on the 23d bul was repeired in two hours. Passenger cars were allowed’
across the bridse while repairs were made but truck traffic was nalted during
that time. .

.

g



Mr. McGovern and his bridge crew of four experienced men arrived in
Anchorage on the 20th from Homer and started hauling steel for tlie temporary
Goat Creek Crossing. Arrangenents were previously made with the Army to get two
Bailey Bridges to be used at detours while Goat Creek and Ship Creek bridges were
being built, The detour bridge job went alonz very well and was completed on the
29th. The contrzctor .as made the approach fills and the bridse is now ready to
open for traffic. It is not planncd to open it until the piling arrive for the
permanent bridge but in the mcantime the bridge crew has been sent to Colorado
to take carc of the West fork 3ridge.

€. Anchoraze cCepot:

Very little was done eraund the depot this month. The contractor recuov-
ed his materials from the front of the warehcuse and otler materials have been re-
o ved by the ARC. The Cold Storaze box arrived for tlie warehouse and it has been
set up in one corner of tie ground floor. Conbrols and coolinz units have not
yet been hooked up as it will require running another 3 phase line for the mctors.
We have an extra hook-up on the panel board, however, and this will not be too
great a job, It is contemplated to run the line overhead in conduit along the

ceiling,

fo Valley Roads:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair con-
dition until the 20th. I!Heavy flocds at that time made mest of the roads next to
impassible although traffic was kept mcving. .jashout occurred at TWosilla Creek
Bridge on the Palmer-risnhook road but did nct close the entire road. Repeirs have
been made. Nine miles of the Wasilla-Knik road has been brusred and five miles
regraded and regraveled.

g. Lountain Rocads:

Roads to the Fern ancd Independence mines werc opened up curing the
‘month, Xr. Zverett of V/illow was in and reported that the roads tiiere were bad
sirce tne last rain with the approacih fill st Deception Creek being washed out so
traffic must use planks to get over it znd Willow Creek running down the road aboud
15 miles out of Willow, It is plannec to start opening the Sumrit zbout July 1lta,
to get equipment an this road.

he Glenn Highwarr:
"l "]

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in fair con-
dition. Rains on the 20th caused numerous simall rock slides alonz tine latanuska
River and on liocose Creek hill., Maintainers removed the slides and the highway kept

open to traffic durirg the rainy period without interruption.

i. Homer Roads and Dock:

During the early part of the month the Diamond Ridge rwad was too wet
to work., The road is built on sand with no gravel available clioser than the beach”
for surfacing. During the thaw the road beccnes impassable and numerous washes
appear in the surface. As soon as possible graders went over the surfuce, holes

“were filled and the road put in good ®ndition. Regular maintenance with the
graders kept the roads in good condition,

-.-3'
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The Homer dock was completed sufficiently for use during the month
and officially turned over to the Fublic Utility District on the 13th of the
month. Scame bolting of bracing remains to be done for a complete job.

J. Russian River-llomer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols. Con-
siderable regr'»din was done on the entire road, and grovel was hauled on miles
42 and 51 where the surface shoved saue signs of breaking up. One and one-half
miles of new grading was completed, 22 miles was stripped and L. 6 miles has been
graveled with bise matericl., Zleven fir piling were driven w:.der the lioose River
Bridge to strenzthen it iand new decking and oracing was laid down. The idea of

D

elephant nut culveris to replace the bridre has been abandoned.

The Gruendler crusher service nan arrived on the 29th, and on the 30th
accompanied L. Widte and ir. Peterson to Kenai, Up until that tiae the crusier
kad been idle due to faulis either in camstructica or desizn, or both. The vibrator
screen fails to work under load, causing the agsregate to pile up on tle head end,
ard the single V-belt drive on the elevator dees not have power enough to turn the
elevator under lozd. The corrections on tiils machire, to make it operative, will
be of major provorticns. The answers iiave not yet been found.

At Homer tine Starisicy Bridge hias veen completed, the fill coupleted on
the scuth side and 2/3 canpleted on north side. 800 ft. of thiskey Creeir swainp
has been corduroyed and one :alf mile graded at Starisky crossing. The fill norta
of Anchor River uas oeen brouzht ud to grade and considerable regrading &id resur-
facing was dcne between mile 13 and 16 which showed some sizns of brecking up '
during rainy weither.

ke Farm Rozds:

On 98 Zast Ind road at Hemer forty feet of :alf round elephant hut was
installed for the #ritz Creex cressing and one quarter mile was cleared, strippad
and graded during the monti. '

On 75-P Sand La;fe—Potter road work was carried on frem beth ends. The
£i11 made last fall as a itenporary road for the houestezders in tie area was moved
over on line and ruised above the swame level., The hillside on tie Potter ind of
the road proved too wet to let the carryells work it advantaseously so the egquiprsnt
was tiaen pulled cut and put to work on the sravel xnolls on 75-P. Cn the Sand lLcle
end .:trlpo:.n* and gradiig continued w.rmd.‘ “the monti with the trucks fillin: over
the corduroy vrevioucsly laid. Souwe of the ground proved to b: yravel hills and
are workable even during rainstorms sucih as the one exncountered during tne latter

part of the menth,

On Schrock Road 3‘?-3, which was stripped last yezar to afford some relief
for the hcnesteaders in tlatl area, work was started toward gcrading anc gravellins.
One half mile or *lic prepared subgrade was graded and graveled. Qain on the 29th
forced us to cease oper:ticns on tie road until it drys sufficiently to be
workable,




One tractor and operator worked all month o the Clark Road but due
to the late breakup and rains was kept busy filling washouts and regrading work
that had been com:zleted curing the previous sezson.

1. Dillingham: K

Regular maintenance with the motor patrol and spot gravelling with
the trucks was carried on throuch the month. New gravel pits were stripped and
the D-7 was repaired. Duc to lack of proper preventive maintenance on the machine
the bolts in the track roller f{:ome became loose and the frame cracked. ilr. Ueeck
had to tear it down and weld it. Plans are underwar to ercct the quonset tfpe shop
on Game Commission reservc buit actuzl erection has been held up becawe tie local
agent is ow of bown ard cannot be contacted in rezard to a suitable location that
will not interfere with fish ama Wildlife plans.

m. Kodiak:

Maintenance was perforied on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.
Nothing more mas been received concerning the new shop area so we gre still opera-
ting from the old area.

Viork at Kodizk was turred cver to ¥r. P.ul Stover!s brotler on the
first of tie mmth and Lr. Stover was sent to the Park to take over maintenance tiere.
Work at Kod.lak nas not seexed to suffer from the change,

n. McKinley Park:

Barly in the month the road was opened up into the Kantishna area and
minor repairs were made on all washouts. Hajor washcuts filled were at miles
20, 23, 26, 34, 36, 52 and 57. Kew railings and running plank were put on the
bridges at 57 mile; railings on bridzes at 51 mile and l.l mile, and ra.:LLn.p at
34 mile. Approximately 6»0 ft. of cihannel was changed on the Toklat River to sw n_n~
the river away from the fil between tle two bridges to prevent future washouts
that area. Slide rock was cleazned frcm the road in Polycarome Pass, Touristus
are being transported to this pecint.

A

Started to snow a tie 24th and has snowed and drif’ced every duy sirnce.
On the 2%th the road to Wonder Lake was opened up and the Rangers! family moved
out. Took 15 haurs to make the trip froa comp at Toldat amd bacl. Drz.zt... 3 S
occurring from ifigiway Pass to Camp Zilson and snow is falling as far down as 6
mile, Some of the drifts are from 12 to 14 feet deep and until snow stops falling

very litile can be done with tie roads.

‘Paul Stover replaced Franik Johnson as foreman in the Park on the Jirsti
of the month. Ir. Johnson went to Homer as stripping and corduroyiag foreman.

o, Takotna-Flat Citv Roads:

Reports not in as yet on either of these routeé.

.



p. Colorado:

' Pete lelson was sent to Colorado early in the month to start road
maintenarce and make canp arranzerers for the bridse crew, It was learred that
the ARR station couldnot take care of ow bridge crew upon their arrival so a
complete camp outfit was sent up. HMr., lcGovern, Bridge Foreman, looked the
bridge over and suggestcd that we replace numerous piles that the ice had taken
out under the existing oridge including one complete bent., Since a large part
of the piling sent up to exterd the bridge were needed for maintenance it was
decided that the washout be backfilled and riprapped. The lumber ordered for
extensicn of the bridge will be utilized at McKinley Park or Cantwell.

q. Bethel:

Work was started this month an the hill road at Bethel to replace
the existing road to the airfield and hospital. It is plannsd to corry this work
through to comgleticn this year as the oldé road is in grave danger of weshing
into the river during the fall storms. The Airfield has been filled and dragged.

[ -

ing the hizh water, the slouch bridee aporoaches washs t ar
During the hizh water, ti lough bridg oroaches washed out and
botih were backfiiled., Ir, iUarsh, loczl foreran, sugzests that 2 20 ft. approach
bent be constructed ct either end of the existing structure., Tids wiil be looked
into during the montii and recom.endutims forwarded to Junesu. '

r. LcKinley Park-Susitna River Survevw:

Eugene Wiite zade two trips into iiller's cemp curing the month and
he reports ever;thing zoing satisfactorily. l3iller revorts 15 miles completed to
date and expects to be delayed beczuse of nud during the next menth. ‘eather there
has beern about tne szze as at tae Fark with cold rains and snow during the latter
prt of the month. Kr. Harold Roche was sent tc liller as transitiman uand proved
to be quite capable. Late in the manth he fell and sprained nis back and nad to
return to Anchoraie for trectinent., 4t the present time he is werking in Anchoraje
with Jack VanZanten but expects to return to Cantwell as soon as the deoctor permits.

2. By Bontract:

a. Anchorage Asphalt Plant Contract I-arc-4086, B-X-K-Co.

Work on the plant reached the 1003 completion mark curing the mentn.
The contractor cleaned up ~is excess materials around the ares and nas moved ocut.
Forauml acceptance has 'nd been made but it is expected that lr., Daub, Chief Contracts
Division, Mr. Cook, k-K Chief ingineer, and Mdr., Wm. J, Niemi, District ingineer,
will inspect the plant early in the fortacomingz month so acceptance can be made.

Final training of fireuen in boiler water testinz procedure has been
delayed due to the nonarrival of chemiccls needed by Mr. Jenkins for setting up
this procedure. The cheinicals are now enroute and training should be completed

vd. thih a week or ten cdays. )

N

b, Clem Hirhway Section A. ' .

Grading has been carried forward on the section between the Knik River

-
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bridge and the Eklutna and the section is almost readf for the crush base course,
The contractor has set his crusher up at the’ upper railrced crossing above [klutna
and plans to haul crusi back to the Knik River. During the rainy period the road
did not become impassable, but nwnerous bad spots apneared and had to be dug out

and replaced with select material.

Prime of 4C2 has been laid down for 9 miles out of Palmer and the
contractors hot mix plant is set up rezdy to stuirt laying tie mat when weather
permits., During the month 80 tons of MC2 prime was laid on the subgrade.

¢. Glenn Highwav, 3-1 Section:

Mr. Albert Torn, Resident Engineer on B-1l was relieved of his duties
early in the month ard Lir, Lawrence A, Paglia arrived and has taken ovor as Resident
Engineer on tiae contract. Liir. Gamwell hzs been spendlnr7 most of his time on the
job. The work is progressing fairly well with 55% of the L line completed and

cross sections 543 comslete,

The contractor is moving in and is setting up his camp south of
King River.

3. Veather:

Weather during the first 20 days of the month wis wetter then usual but
construction and surveys procesded without too much loss in progress except for
Kenai and Lone Cn the 20th of the month it started to rain snd rained continually
until the 2 th. Due to very little previous thawing in the mountains warm rains
caused the small streams to run w1ld, Jump their banks and wasn out road fills where
the existing culverts could not handle the water. Cn the 23th cooler weather an
snow in the mourtains helpid tle situation by giving the water time to get away.
Traffic on tie highways vias kxeot moving by detours and exyedient fills but many of
the farm roads in the Valley were impzssadle durinz thiis period. ‘eather in the
Park was even worse with snow fa _lJ.no continually from the 24th to the 30th. Snow
fell as far down as 6 mile,

4. JMiscellaneous:

My, Ike Taylor arrived for an inspection tour on June 1, His tour included
all three Districts and he returned to Junezu from Anchorage on the 30tii.

Mr, . J. Kiemi returned from leave on the 5th.

Mr. Lewis Notimeyer was relieved from duty with the ARC on the 22d due
to lack of engineering knowledge for which employed, and intoxic~ticn.

Gruendler Crusher representative arrived in Anchoroge on the 29th and ac-
companied Mr., White and Mr., Peterson to Kenai to inspect the new crusher on the 30th,

. v trul" y:;fS,\N

Wm.J. I emi
. District Ingineer
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SUBJsCT: - Lienthly situation report for May 1949,
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l. By Government Forces

a. _Anchor:z e Ro2ds:

Routine maintenance was performed o all the Anchoraze rczdz. lMotor

Patrols cleaned out ditciies and did general surface grading., Cn lay 13, due to

unusually warz weather Lzke Zpenard rose over the road to the small plane land-
Loar

Xe Z
ing at Lake Hocd. Viry little damage occurred and the waler receded in wwo
days so the road was azzin cpen for traffic., The same dete the water washed
out a short section of the sand Lake rozd a2t the intersecticn between the Sand
Lzke Roads anc the rozd Lo the Tenth 2escue Squadron. The washcut did nov stop
traffic end was repaired the neit day, The recad tiro

month and rewmained in excellent conditica, estcept that

laid dewm last f2ll was cenbtinuelly loosened by maint ~

renoved, /
Gravel was anzuled Zrom the Caa Fit and the Campcell Stztion road was filled w

into raise it above seepaz:z Sroa tae swamp to make It passable early in tihe NS

month. @

b, Potter 2w:zd:

No trcuble was experienced durinz the meonth and regular maintencince
with motor gracers kept tue road in fine shupe, Gleciers ai Little Rabvit Cree:
gave us trouble as ithey vere not disturhed by traffic until ther had melted
and <ried up. The oig swamp at Potter Staticn reszined soft until the 2Cth of
the month, but had dried enough by that tiue to permit egquipment to begin meving
dirt. .

Erection of constriwcticn camp was started cn the 13th and a crew
moved in the 24th, end gredinz was start.d cn the Potter end at that *time., Yre-
viously to thai the shovel was moved to ‘jellc pit and six five yard trucks bezan
hauling gravel back to tile Z:5t "G" Street swawp crossing. Twin elephant hut cul-
verts were placed in Campbell Creek and the fiil started across tnem. Due to a
shortage of bolis, one of the huts was welded instead of beingz bolted. This
proved to be a mistake, however, as the welds seemed to we:ken the structure
and it collapsed under the fill load. oSt of it can be'salvazed but in

iy
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the meantime arrahgements have been made to borrow forty feet to be repla-
ced when our hut arrives from Valdez,

c. Mountain View Rozds: ;

The Liountain View Roads remained in bad condition during the
early part of the month but were kept pazssable during the entire manth. Sur-
face water stood i. tne diteches and softened the subgrade until it could zet
away througn the frost, loc. of tie present surfacing has becowme exzbedded in
the mud subsurface and will undoubtedl; prove a hezdache for future maintenance,
During the latter part of tine nmonth maintenance with the motor graders kept tue

roads in fine cwnditicn.

d. anchorza e-falner Hizhway:

D)

The hishway to Palmer has been maintained with motor graders
and is in fair condition. Iarly in the month, the secticzn of road at Tidle 22
became rouzh and sp on;y cue to frost boiis ana neavy traffic but the frest
left the ground and let the water awayr tefore any great dama ze was done, Juring
the runoff, water crossed the road at sev.ral pluces vut did very little zpra-
rent damage, Aezular naiitenance with the motor graders brouzhat the road up
to its present conciticn,

”he Petzrs Creek Bridze was cempleted by instelling tire hand
reils and wheel suards, Zarly in ihe nonth the contractor stisuinhed to baci-
il ost in the cuts prevented

£ill the crproache“ to allow traffic to we it, out f{r i
nis deing any woric, Present plans are rather indefinite as the contractors
equipnent is now all busy further up the road and he does nct plan on being
in that section for anctiier month or six weeks.

-

Two small snow slides occurred near the Scuth end of the Kailk
River Bridze on tne 27th at L:30 P.X., but were clecred frorn: the road by 7:0C
P..., the same evening. Luck wds with us this jear as we nad p2ssed tne area
with & TD-13 on a trailer headed for Faliwer but a few minutes belfore. The
tractor was at work by the time the slide ihad stopped. Traffic was not :zeld
up as the end of the slice just reachec the edge of tle roacway and one pass with -

the blade opened a lane,

e, Anchora -z Depot:

Yoving was completed early during the month and the old build-
ing turned baci to the allR, Parts and mlscellaneous sup;iies from the old
building have not yet been put away ab thne new garage but should be pretiy

well cleaned up gur;ng the coming month. Bins are still bcinv ouilt and sort-

ing of parts continuing., Zquipment received this month incluvded taree 5 yard
Reo Trucks, ten 3 ; &rd Ford Trucks and one 3/ yard Byers Lruc Sranc with
qra;l-nc and SuOVCl ttachments, The Ryers machine was damaged in transit by

em wiereby tncy repair it and

the Axd and an arranzezent has dbeen made with the
Three new rord Coupe Pickups

we accept it with a one year guarantee fren them,
arrived.and have been assigned to the Juneau persoinnel car Pool.

-2
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The yard nas been brousht down to grade and w1ll take but a little
finishing with the mctor pat trols. This has been delayed as the patrols were
needed badly on the roads, and beczuse some cleanup work was necessary by
both the ARC and the ccatractors before the entire arez can be finish graded.

fo Valley 2onds:

Rautine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair
condition, During the carly part of the monti the roads we.c soft and traffic
was stopped on the worst stretches to give them a chence to dry ug., The frost
was slow in gcing out which kept the surface water on tne roadwaj. This,
carpled with Lh° tra:flc, tended to cut the surface gravel to nieces. Those

main roads not closcd uwzre spot gravesled wherever they showed sizn of breaking
up. In the latter zart of the menth, the 3351L1a-Kn1¢ Read grading wes stapved
v

and gro vel:ng is folloidng close beh 1nd the reditching and gredinz., Some wo
has been done up on tie Clara Aoad as the surfacingz 7as all been embedded in %the
muskez anc thie road is an impassanie quagnire, It is contemplated to start worxk
on the extension to the Childrens' liome as soon as weatier permitls,

g. Clenn lii~hwa::

work done on the Glern Hishway consisted of cleaning out d:tcbes,
clearing the road of [=zllen rceiz and £illingz nisceilanecvs small wasihouis along

s n

the atanucka ilver, .ofor graders raintained the surfoce dalllr between FaZirer
and Zurcica, and trhe road stayed in zeod cenditio durin the entire monta,
Very little trousle wizs encountered “y'uua runoff as the ditcies aznd culwerts landlec
the waier very well. Cne new culvert wos placed at 112 nile when it was found

tinat the exdsting pipe would nect handle the water.

h. Homer Roads and Docis:

Tee s;it road from fud 32y to the end of the 3pit hes been regra-
d encd spot zravelled for a totzcl distance cf L miles., Grz !
st rezd Lo poich frost »oils, o werk was cone on the ritz Cre
extension zs the ound proved to he tco wet to work efficiently Re;u;ar maln-4
tenance was performed during the month with moktor graders.

)
73

~

199

Ei o
) d‘

On the Hoier Dock all hearing piles hcve been driven and braced.
Fenders have teen drived on the face and north side of tne dock. There are
enouzh short piling on hand to put 12 fenders aleng the north sice of the ap-
proach as an additional protectian from ice and for the cenvenience of small
boats 2nd scows., Arrangenert s are being made with a Packing Company at Fort
Graham to have a floating driver drive a dolphin but as jet final deteils ..uve
not been arransed. e are shorit approximutely 1200 lineal feet of 2xd2 deciing
but it is plenned to saw it from some of the extra 12:12 tivbers that are on
rand,

,-3_
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i. Russian River-Homer Road:

Cn the Kwnai end, zintenance was performed by motor patrols, Con-
sideranle regrading had to bte dme on mile 26 ard 27 where two larzge lakes
formed on the road and 2t mile 57 and 58 which were graded on the frost last
fall. A large weshcut cccurred at mile 32 for a distance of aprroximately
600 feet which was fi.led. Gravel was hauled on Kenai sireets and ailes
1,2,3,4,9 encd 10 of the ienai spur where frost oils occurred, Crusiher has
been set up at the l'oose River pit and it is e:ipected to start operating the
lst of June.

Three cemps have oeen set up; the lloose River Camp, haellof and the
Stripping Camp. qome str‘“"* g has oeen done nut no grading or gravelinz,

Overhaul in the shor is coming along in fine shape with some of the
surplus eguipment from Sevard zoin3 through the shop. Painting is ieeping
up with the overuaul. .

~

At Horer the Anchor iver fills have veen cemrleted and grading is
being completed on the nertr sicde of thne Ancher River hill.

. 1 .
Graveilins fas heen mov:n; forward vith 1-j miles
zinle

0y

onn top of corduroy., OSrzading on tils sectlon was neglizi %
tool: cure of it, Snow was 2 Peet deep at Starisiyy on lay 15th. Cano was aeu

o o

up and Ricker went down from llenai Lo re-establish center Lire
MeGovern cnd crew will move cub to drive the oridge as scon as tuey finisn
with the Heomer Dcck,

je Farm Rocds:
75-P 3and Lake-Potter work accomplished tils menth is as follows

Clearcd and stripped = = = = = - = =,25 miles
Graded - = = - =~ = = = =~ = = = = ~,25 miles

Totals to date: Cleared and stripped— - - - - = ~,25 niles
Groded = = = = = = = = = — = = = 25 riles

Due to main projects opening up and need for maintenance on most
of the routes, no other farm road work was carried on during the moath.
k. Dillin~ham:

Hatchett made a trip to Dillingham early in the month amda few
changes vere iuade in perscnnel. Since thet time the only report is that the
motor grader and the maintenance shpp has arrived on the ground. The problem
of a building site was taken up with ¥r. Ghiglicne upon nis inspection tour

througsh the Distriot and he has tentatively made plano with the Gawe Comirission
for a very well situated site on their South boundary., Cur local foreman wwll

-y
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take care of the exact loc:tion which is to be worked out with lr. Carson,
the local Game Comrmdssion Cfficer at Dillingham.

1., Xodiak:

Maintenance was performed on 21l Kodizk roads, with small rock
slides being removed from the base rcad, The new location for our shop was
taken uz with lir, Chislione aficr we recelved a more comprehensive rezort
from lr. Stover,our llodizlk fereman. lir, GhigliIone has made the necessary ar-
rangements with tihe Land Cffice and we are waiting for our request to be
grantec befoe we move in an. start clearing tie new area for our operations.

me McKinler Park:

Due to the unusual amount of snow the rocad was plowed to Igloo and
camp set up tnere on the lith of the month., Culverts were th wed and the men
have spent the month diverting water to save the read., 4 snall washout at
Sanctuary 2iver was filled. J3ome trouble is being encountered at mile 4 and
mile 6 as hish water is cutting the fills on the birdge approaches, Paul
Stover from lediak has been sent up to talze over the crew in the Park due to
tne fact that Frans Johnsa may be leaving soon to take over some rock work
in the Valdez Sistrice.

2 to plow further tran Sable Pass,
the snew in tlie pass was l1izhter than expected and lir, Jonnson states that
it was inperative to get through as the water on the otler side vas wasiking
out the entire road, rour n-urs clezred the pass so the washouts could be
taicen care of before tley nad done much qmuzve

Althousn it nad not tveen pl

*

Ne. - Ta..otx\“— ?l t :L. T Lb d

No report has Ceen received as yet from Ta:otna,

At Flet nhijh water and ice in Ctter Creels made it advisadle to start
the crew early to tear co i the old bridge before the ice tooir it out. The
imbers were Ladly rotied and the bridge liad previously oeea sosted as dange-
rous, The decxing is in fair shape and can oe used to replace worn planiting
in other bridzes in the area, The new bridze coempleted last year should suifice
for all city traffic. ~—— sirncans sre c,wjyaxi;,/* .

o /:r'\/

o, 1talitestm

Jim Tulvaney and wife went to Talkcetna on the 23rd to start tiie
camp., Due to a wire from Tallieetna on dahours of crecssing the river, vne rest
of the crew and a large part of the provisions were not sent till Lr. iulvaney
vired in that a crossiny; could be mcde. The loader for the D-4 Cat, was sen
to Fairbanks by mistake and has not et returned,

~ .

pe. HcKinley Pari=Susitna 2iver Survey:

Harold (4ller, Chief of Party, lecfit Anchoraze with his party on

<
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Monday llay 16th. At the end of the month he reported that 'is survey is

out at 4 mile. Ils transitiran, lir, Hottmerer, was sent bzck to Anchoraze

after approxirately 1C days with hia. The wen will probably work out all
rizht, but he was tco inexperienced to he of nwueh help to Xdller's crew,
Nottmeyer is now worxing under Jack VanZenten in tle Anchorage area., It

is rlanned to send iHarold Roche to iZiler to fill up his creiwr, The party

seens to be expericncin; sone trouble with the tractors thal srere sent out
althougn one of tlem was new and was shipped directly to Cantwell from Seatile.

2, BY CQITRICT:

a. Anchorc -e isphalt Plant Contract I-arc=L035, B-i=K Co,

Work cn the plunt is nearing completion with the hoilers instal-

Lty
[}

led and the stecam pining neearing completicn. The scale pit has been dug and
poured and the scaie ncuse erected with piping and valves installed.

The Standard Cil Teniker "Hznna' dockecd on the 14ith. The pumping
was started at 10;CC P.... Pumping went very satisf.ctorily and asphalt and
fuel oils were unloaded by 11:00 A.il., the following moming., The tanker
pulled away from the dock on Sunday lay 15,

The Plant will be ready to start delivering asphalt in approximiely te
days, wnicn is in advence of delivery dutes of June 1l5th estimated by contractcr
on Glenn A,

oy

The work on the entirs project is 37,5 complete,

be Glenn Hizhwar Section 4.

-

The work of final grading between the Knik River 3ridge and Palmer
was corpleted early in tne month and thg gontractor moved his crusaer in an

-—y
s
iy

. ~ N r oy N . B
has laid a base course of crush over. the -eatire stretch. Grading work nas
been carried on to include the Goat Creek secticn where a 3 foot rise will be
put in the present gracde line because of the past danzers of floodinz.

The rock work =t the second rzilrozd crossing above zklutna has
been. carried forward during the month and the stretch is down to grade with
the excertion of a few rock points that must be shot ofl.

It is expected that the cantractor will be cziling for aspualt
after the niddle of June,
Some difficulty was experienced by the crusher crew when the rapid

rise in the llatanuska River caused them tc pull out of their borrow pit in
favor of one on hizh sround. The equipment was moved before the pit flooded,

c. Glenn lli~hwar, B=1 Section:

The survey is speeding up as the crews become somewhat imore familiar
with the type of work rcquired of them, Lr. Torn's parties have been enlarzed

~6-
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and he now has 23 men in the field. Actual work done is P line LOY) complete ,

L line 407 complete, Cross sections 35% complete and levels LO% complete.
Few chanzes nhave been made in key personnel although the turnover in axemzn
and chainmen has been rather large,

3. Yeather,
Apprexim:tely 4 incres of smow fell con lizy the 3d, but was soon
all zone, During the remaincer of the month the weather ias been excepticnal-

ly good for coanstruciicrn and surveys,

L. Miscell:neous.

New equipment vhich arrived during the maith consisted of
3 ~ 5 yard Reo trucks
3 - Ford Coupes
10 - 3 jord Ford truck
1 - 3/4 yard 3rers truck crane and
2 - Tb-19s,

Two Carryail-Ccrapers were hauled by our truciks from Valdez. 2lso
received one nsw D prinze mover, which was badly needed.

. L.A.datchett left for an inspecticn tour of the Dillingham Areez on
the 4th and returned to inchorage the llth,

ikr., A.F.Chisglione arrived for the unlocding of the Tanlter on the
14th, He toured the Districts ana returned to Juneau on the 24th.

Mr. George Tapley arrived on an inspection tour on the 24th.

Mr, williamCuningham, long time ARC employee, died of a stroxe
on the 26th of tre month.

Mr, Wn. J, liemi, District éngineer, left for a weel in tne States
on the 25th. It is expected that he will be back in Anchorsze on the 5th of
June,

Very truly rours,

Wm.J . iiegZ
Wrismm District Zngineer

r*\"r‘a
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DEPARTIINT CF T!T IHTHERICR AFG
ALASKE RCAD COMTS5ICN Dz
ANCHORAGE ,ALASLA B s
)
May 3, 1949 s
¥r. ke P, Taylor - ’
Chief Zngineer
Llaska Road Commissicn
Juneau, ilaska
SUBJECT: Lonthly situstion report for April, 1949, / L/
Anchoragce District, Anchorage, Alaska //7/
1. 3y Government Forces //

a., Anchoraze loadz:

Snow remcvzl was accomplizhed during the early part of the monti
motor patrcls., The glacicer on the loop road remzined zctive and on the sixth
ice was plowed off tre road and a siailow ditch w2s opened acress the road to
take care of the overflow from the culvert:, (n the 26th unusually warm weather
caused a heavy runcff and few of the culverts were largze enoush to handlie the
flow. No mz2jor washouts occurred, The Zast "G" Street rozd just beyond the
City 1limits bect=me flocsted and the road wes ditched to take care of the water
that was backinz up into peorle's houses, Zuring the latter part of the month
gravel vwas nauled and sprea2d on the rcads as required to keep traffic moving.

18/5€

b. Spenard-3and Laks Roads:

During the early part of the month snow removel was accomplished
on these roads and gravel was hauled on any spots tha“ showed signs of brezking
up, warn veather necr the end of the month coused the small stream on tie
Campbell Jtation road to jump its banizs and wash acress the road, This was
repaired but the frost is leaviig tle rozd and 2% present it is impassable to
anytiing vut four wieel drive venicles.

The Sand Lake roads are in fair condition and have been passable
all month. A small hole 2t the end of Spenard Lake between the Idle Hour recad
and the forks, has opened up due to heavy heuling by contractors con the Inter-
naticnal Airport. This is now passable but nct good., Louds are now belng re-

stricted to prevent further dzmage during the breaimup period.

The main Spenard road remained in goed conditiwmn during the month
due to the gravel placed lzte last fell, Frost boils showed in adle one =nd mile
three, but were iruediztely taken core of,

c. Potter doads: )

The Fotter roads remained good curing the brealmip, Snew was removad
durdng the early part of the month and rcsuler maintenance vas performed with

-1~
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motor patrols. The road between Little Qabbit Creek and Potter Station has not
been opened up., Traffic will be kept off tids roac until it dries out. Side
roads in this area have been maintained as socn as a maintainer could get over

them after the frozt was down.

d. Nountain View Roads:

The m2in roads at Mounteain View have given a zreat dezl of trable.
Tris are2 is so flat that ditcres were unable to handle the water which spilled
over intc the road soaxing the subbase, Heavy traffic did the rest and the roads
becaine impassanle 2bout tae middle of the month., Theyr 19ve drled un sonewiot since
that tire and by decpernin: tre ditches, dizzing laterals with the consent cf the
propervy ouners, ard continuzl maintenance, the roads are 3531n passable,

e, Anciora -e=Palner Uishway:

The entire nizwa}” to Palmer has been maintained with rotor graders
and is in fair condition. Zarly in the month, the section of highway north of
the nor.wment, which was surfecea by the Army lﬂst sear, went %o pi.ces, The Fost

Zngineer Was requested to haul sravel to this secticn  and, witlh zssistance from
Road Commissicn netor “atr”ls, several miles of tle werst sec:1or of tuis nignwzy
was placed into excellent condiiion in tnree days. TFrosi ooils appeared at nules
12,15,19 end 21, These viere dug out and gravel hauled in to brirng the
to grade. Kkecesszary cditering was deone to lezd water ﬂwaj from the ro
culverts vere kegt open. The contractor rouzned up the road surface near
wnile strippinz for the new alignment »ut this vas rewalred during normal main-
tenance by patrols. The section wetween Knik River br*ds and the Latanuska River

oroke ug in spots due to poor subgrade but was at no time impassable.

A Two oroken string=rs on ths uyoro ach tec the lMatanuska Fiver Bricdzge
werc reinforced., A mud sill was laid on the rcck abutment, the stringers Jacxvd
back in place and a cap inserted midway between the bents.

The Feters 7
backfillinz, The PR4 Resident
approach fills as soon as possit
bricze as soon as tidis is done

reek Bridme falsework was cowpleted and is ready fer
e naineer states thot the contractor will make tie
le, It is cont mpl:ted to put iraffic over the

f. .inchora:e DJecot:

Moving has been goingz o continually during the menth. Zverrtiing
hes now been moved with the exception of clean-up work around tae autside of ithe
building and the blaclismith iron on the porch. It iz planned to nove the gos
pump after the new yard Is gr*dec down arcund tie shop arua. This should He f?tulnll

e ra

the next week or tcecn c‘va. The five itor crane has not as yet Leen swung on
as no electrical rail wire was included in the order. ;o soon as thls arrives
installation will proceed. 4 smaller nand operatcd crane has been hun: from wie
rail, This works very satisfactorily end will continue to function until tie

electrical wiring can be installed,

(‘
: The yard tas been cross secti.ned and grading storted on the 2Gth,
tuch of the surplus equipment which was in front of the warchousc has been ”OVPd
to the back of the ;ard to make room for zreding operztions. Two TD-19s arrived
k4,-" —2—

O
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and cne of them was put on the Wooldridge carryall. The tractor operates fine and
has plenty of power., It appears to be slow while loading, however it loads abcut
ten yards without the assistance of a pusher.

The warehouse has been completed except for 2.little outside paint-
ing and the inner dcors of the elevator, The warehouse is completely moved and
is now operating from the rew area. A partifticn hzs been installed to make a
rcon betveen the elevator shaft and the wist building wall upstairs, This is

utilized for storase of office and engineering sugpplies.

g Valley lozds:

Reutine maintenance ard snow removal was perforzed on all routes
with = both tractors and motor patrols, Ditching was done where possible and all
culverts were xept open ami clecned out, During the latter part of the month,
due to rapid thawing, watsr formed on the road and nurerous frost boils appeared

almost simultaneously on 21l roads. Gravel was hauled on the bad sections but
o5t of the roads hecame inpassable on the 23rd and the 24th of the month., The
Palner-iasilla rczd was again passable for traffic on ithe 2:th and the liatanuska
roac w@s 2z2in copen on the 2Gth, Traffic in the Valley has bheen moving all month
but soize of Luc schicel ous loops are in bzd condition and the busses have nad to
baclkitrack on numerous oczasions, Wit the present weatlizr, 211 roads snould bde
in fair shape within a weex., The Dodenburg Butte road went to pizces bub gravel

wvas hauled and thz bad holes filled,

he Glenn Hirhwev:

Vlork done on the Glenn liigzhway consisted of snow removal during
the first few da;ys of the montn, maintenance with motor patrols during the entire
montn, removul of falling rocks and cleaning outy of ditches and culverts, Ixecept
for a bad frost beil 2t the top of tie lvose Creek HiLl on the Palmer sicde, tie
highay remained in excellent conditicn. The beil was cleaned cut and gravel hauled
in., The higiwayr renained open to traffic &all month., For tie first ti.e in nany
years, no trouble was encountcred by hizh water in lioose Creei, The Sausage placed
last spring turned the water successfully back into the channel and uncder the bridge.

: i. Homer fcads and Dock:

The approach hents have been driven, also tle triangle bent and
eleven piling in the dock. Two ten foot hents for the ramp to the 2pproach have
been frared and the deckinz is out 20C rfeet on the approacn. The dock shouid be
caupleted late in May, Crews are working with the tides, starting as early as
4:00 AJ., a8 swift currents make driving difficult during incoming tice or runou

Routine maint~nance with the motor patrols was rerformed on the
Homer rocds and sand and gravel hauvled in on the spots which shewsd signs of going
Lo pieces,

-3~ .
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Jo Farm Roads:

.98~ Homer Ez2st Znd Road - Work accomplished this month is as
follows: J N

Cleared and stripped - - - =2200 feet
Graded~ - ~ = = = - =~ - -~ = 000 feet

Totals are: Cle.red and stripped- - - = - = - 12,200 feet
Graced= = = = = o+ = - e = = — o - 9,000 feet

1§}
3

-

22CC feet left to be graded was left until the f{rost is cut
of the ground and it has dried up enouzh to maks gredingz feasible,

ke Russian-iver-Hmmer Road:

Cn the Fenai enc, meintenance was performed by motor patrols.and the
boiler. Culverts werc zerph cpen and the ditches were kept clemed oub 4o take the
surface water durin; runorf, In the latier port of the nonth, melting snows caused
by the unususlly wara weatler filled all the depressicns througi walch 4he rozd
passes, causing water Lo rize cver the rozd ir nuierous places. A4s tlhese potholes
do not h:ve natural drainsge there is no way to lower the water in many of them
until the frost goes out and t sinks into the ground. The ”oacbea, howev«r, ra-
mains solid znd 1is ,aksaole to trucks iaving clearance enough so “he mstors Go not
drowm out. The Homer mnd of the road rerained in cood shape cdurins the runoff,
maintenance was perforﬁed with motor graders and &ll culverts were kept open.

Nor+th of ancnor River trnere is still aoaut one foot of snow,

‘

The &ncror Rivar Bridre, is up and npltnd Three Zuarter inch
machirnie bolis were substituted for eone of the 5/3 rib bolts in the tep cliorcs =n
pests, put will be changed 2s soon as the proper!telts can be obtained., The fill

‘cn the south end cof the bridze is complete 2nd the north end fill Is new being made,
1. Dillinc-ham: .
2

fcatzd all roads open with meintenance veing

-

Larsonts last reporf i.adi

performed duily on 2ll rouds. Troucle is heing experlencec with all the egquipment
and causcs are uninown at the present time, 1t is planned to send Hatchett dovn
to look into the situstion. }1s report will be si omitted

tuat way the first of lay
to Junezu upon his return,

m. Kodial::

Yeintenance was perfermed on all Kodizk roads, with smzll rock
slides being removed from the base road, Faul Stover is looking around for a
lccation for our gurege and equipment which will be betitur situnted than the pre-
sent hillside, lie believes that we will be better served by o locaticn on 7ill
Bay road, and there appears to be availadble land in Lot 39 of Last Addition, Hocdiax
Tovmsite, U,s. survey ilo, 25384, A m~re corprehensive report will be suomitted
on tiiis after all details huve been gscertained,

-

—
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ne McKinley Park:

Cold and windy during the first part of the month with drifting
of snow occuring daily. On the 9th the snow was removed fron the west half of the
airstrip so light planes could get in, Glaciers are had zt the foot of Sable
Pass, and plans ncw are to clear the road to 37 mile and diteh a small creek to
keep it out of the road wren tiawing occurs. The flat at Toklat is entirely
covered with ice with no gravel showing through.

D=8 from Cantwell arrived back at the Park on the Tth.

0. Takotno:

Started overhaul of equipment and have all equipment in fair' shape
to start road worx., Truecks ti2t arrived last fall are in fair condition zand nead
very little wark.

p. LMcKinler Park-3usitna 2iver Survey:

Harold killer, Chief of Party, arrived in Anchorace from Cantwell
on *the 20th. Ee reports freoa L o 5 feet of snow at 20 mile and 5% feet 2t
Sruskana 3% miles out, Zver;taing iz moved across the bad zround and cached a2t

35 mile., The TD-1L zrrived during tihe month and 2 mechanic was sent dom from
tLeaa

(=5
the Park to check the machine. liiller went to ¥etchilan con the 213t =znd was back
in Ainchoraze toe next weerx,

2. By Contrzct.

A. Anchora-e liarehouse

—

, Controct I-arec-LC07, Cothbers Censtruction Co.

The warehouse was completed early in the month and the contrector
began moving his equipment awey from the site, There remeins only the wooden
inner -gates for thne elevator which never did arrive from Seattle and the outside
painting which is a small percentaze of the jchb. Mr. Gothbers was in and stated
that he was on his way outside on the 29th and would arrange to get the dcors at

that time,
b. Asphalt Tank Ferm Contract I-arc-L036, 3-1-K Co.

Werk has been somewhat speeded up tnis menth on all phases of
the job. The tank erection is completed, tracer lines have been fitted and wel-
ded and the asphalt lines in the pit monifold ard deck are complete. Eregticn
of the boiler wouse has been started wit% the boiler set, stack in and c ribbing
complete., Excavation for the sczle house and scales is being :iade and the tot
Tanks and Fucl Tanks are being fitted with steam ceils.

At the request of the ARC, the contractor increased weldin: and
lunhing

1541
plumbing crews., Trouble is still being experienced wiin the Urbep T
ARC anc the

and Heatins Caapani which firm is slow on cooperating with botlr the
Prime Contractor.

The actual work is 757 complete on the entire project.
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ce Glenn Hishwar A=l Scetion, B-M-K-Comany.

Work was started during the month on strippinz, and grading, Actual
grading consists of dizsing cut soft areas between the .dataruazca River Brld:;e and
the Knik River and replacing poor subzrade with select gravel, The rock bluff at
the North end of Zklutrna fl.ts is being drilled and shot and the roadway is being
widened and brouzmt down to a new grade, :

Engineering on the road is beinz done by PR\ ergineers with five
parties in the field. Centerline, levei, tepog, and cross-section parties are
keepiny anhezd of the actuzl work :ma one party 15 checring final grade behind con-
struction.

¥r, Haapala, Resident Engineer on the job, estimates the work es
being 7% completed, considerinz the ertire paving pro ject,

d, Clenn Hi-hiow, 3-1 Section.

Alaska Road Commission Zngineers are wcr}':_ug on the sectien, run-
ning certer line and levels. 4ilbert Torn lesicert -rg;r\ﬁe*, is zlanning on

increasinz his starff as scon as cur "urvn'r:r.g eguionent is5 in from tre States
where it was cent for covernainl and repair., He is at k,rese*:‘.t vnaerstaffed for
a job of tiat size, especizily as it is of' utneet urgmey teat the worx he con-

pl:t ed in a short time, e now has abart four miles of line locuated »ith center-

line and levels run in.

reen Crews, tut

Werk has been somewhat slow Qe to breazking i
the future. Several

this condition snould improve and work proceed nore rupidl"
temporcry transfers were made of enzineers from Validez Distr

I" l'- o3

3. .eather,

ijeather has been somewhat veried cn.r nz the monii, mnm;"* from
g storm thet storted cn the 3lst of March and endiny on the 3ti of .ipril, to L7
s

degrees aoove zero weatier that occurred on the 2 rd to the 25th Incluzive., &

whole the weather concditions were anout normzl with the exception trat no rain
fell duringz *the entire zenth, Warm tem erat ures felf during the latter mrt of
the morth caused flooding vhich our culverts were unahle teo handle, =2nd as 2

thaw becare saturcted be-
rapid thawing was the
wu;p.ucnt vias
roads,

result meny roads thcot shouid have withsto od the spring
lew the surfecing ond broke up,., anotaer result of the
frost lezving all the rcads simultaneously witl the result that
spread too thin to zive more than temporary relief on a few cf tre main
Total snowfall for the winter broke all past records during iue montii.

L. Miscellaneous,

New equipment 15 bcginnin; to show up. Durinj; the ments wo re-

ceived the z*ew Bros boiler wnich was sorely needed, also tv oJ"W-l9=, 3/L yd
rawler =nd } yd. rubber mounted shovels botl 3ay u:.“ sty 5= 5 yd. 3e0 trucks and
nave

L new Ford plCl\..p The boiler, the crawler suovvl and tie two tractors

been put to work.
-0—
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Thomas Perkins, P-3, was released on the 13th of the month,

Mr, Daub, accompanied by his Assistant, Mr. Carter, and lir, Bates,
Safety Engineer, arrived on tne 13th from Junezu on an inspection taur,

Mr, Ghiglione and Mr. Coodson arrived on an inspection tcur on the
25th, and accompanied by the District n-ineer spent the 23th, 29th, and 20th on v
an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsulsz,

Cook house was set up at Palmer for 2-l1 ingineers. It is not
contemplated feeding PRi men at our camp., Ffirst meal will be on lay 3.

Very truly yours,

(e

'lImt J. I...ei?i )
WJN :mm District cngineer



DEPANTMENT OF THE INTERICR
ALASKA ROAD COMWISSI (N
ANCHORAGS, ALASKA

Mr. Ike P, Taylor
Chief Engineer
Alaska Rozd Commission ‘ : ,

Junieau, Alasia : ( Fgmirt iak s b
(J/"(.,’ L . / rg

SI'BJECT: Honthly situation report for l,rch, 1949 N

Anchorase Jistrict, Alasia el )
l. By Governnent Forces ?’77‘ ﬂ//'/

a, Anchora=e Rcads:

General smow removal and winter maintenance was performed o all
the Anchorabe roads during tse monts, Weather turned varm early in the month
causing the heavy snow berms that were not out beycnd the ditch lines to melt
and fi.l the roads with wsater. The tractor equipment spent the monta pushing
back the berms and cleaning out ditches in an atterpt to get rid of the water.
The main roads were open to traffic all menth .Lt.lourrh due to tnawing days
and freezing nigits they rutted faster tran the graders could keep them smooth-
ed up., Graders were put on a 10:00 A.kl., to 6100 P.M., shift to catch roads
when they vere taawed.

The glacier on the Loop Road by the CAA shop started running and
building on thne road ard the snow and ice was kept removed and a ditch out
across the road to take the water that was bypassing the culveris, 3Some gravel
was rauled and sprezd on the bad stretches. The Alaska Railrozd track drains
drain into the road along this stretch and these holes were filled with zravel

and kept smooth,

A glacier which formed just outside the City limits on Zast "G"
Street was thawed and dozed off tihe road ard the road raised 2 foot for one
hundred feet to keep tihe ice and water oif,

Spot gravelinz has been done on all spots widch show signs of break-
ing up under the tiawing weather and heavy traffic.

b. Anchora~e-Paimer Hiz:way:

The entire hizhuay to Palmer has been maintained by both mctor

grader and tractor eguipment. Berms have beenpushed back and ditches opened
where thawing has occurred. Snow was removed along merrill Field with a carryall
and culverts were opened to carry off itie surface water. The glacier at tue
South ind of the Knik River Dridze remained active durin-~ the monti: and 2 boiler
has been attendinz it periodically when the culvert Iroze and tihe ice showed
sicns of going over the road, f'_l’;g__se_g_t_l__o&of highway that wos surfaced by the
Army has broken up and is very roush, appearances arc¢ that the snow was not”

~1-

18/5€
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A
o f £
plowed back from the shoulders and runoff water drained under the pavement D& L

into the subgrade. Subsequent traffic broke the surfacing and mud boils Aruu |

PRI s - v _>—.;““” LA} " h Mot A  Amnr Ty
appeared on the entire siretca. That portion that was laid down last year ;,W&Q
has not croperl; cured and is also wearing away froia the surface causing J

chiuck holes, OCther than the section through the Fort, hcwever, the road is
ifi good condition, although rouzh between Palmer and the Knik River 3ridge.

The temporary oridge at Petcrs Creek was started on the 10th. Ice
bas been shot clearinz tie river, snow has been removed from the entire area,
and most of the deadwork rinished. Sone trousle has been experienced leveling
up for the caps but a2 coopressor was put to work and the frost drilled and shct
for level footing as the boiler was busy on the roads, Two bants have been
erected complete witn stringers and decking. The work should be completed within
two weexs.

c. Potter Hi-~hway:

Routirne snow removal and maintenance :dth the maintainers was per-
formed during the montn. The snow was pushed back beyond the ditehr line and
the ditches were opened with a pull grader to take care of the runoff. The
glacier at Rabbit Creek continued to give trouble but was taken care of with
a ditch through the ice along the road which carried the water inte the creei.
Side roads were plowed free of the slush that formed as the accunulaticn of
ice left during winter plowing operatimns thawed and broke up.

d. Anchora-e Derot:

Moving has been carried forward along with the task of overhaul
of equipment for the forthicominz seasm. The hydrauiic 1ift has been in-
stalled in the garage and a conpressor utilized to operate it until the com-
pressor from tie old building can ve noved, The major portion of the parts
have been umoved and put away overhesd, Garaze offices have been moved to tie
new location and all ovcrhaul is now in the new building. Steel for the mez-
zanine floor has arrived anu been put in with the exception of e oay which
had to be left free for the elevatian of the elevator shaft. &ll the elevator
parts have mot yet arrived and it is not contemplated trying to instail it until
it is complete as this would necessitate the remcval of the hoist now being
operated in the smaft., The five ton crane arrived and the rail has been instal-
led preparatory to attaching the crane proper. The rail proved to be too long
and had tc be dapped to clear tiie steam lines in the building, This will not
affect 1ts streagth or movement in any way.

Carpenters are now building storase racks in the warehouse and ware-
house supplies and provisions arc being noved into the building. The storekeep-
ing section of the Anchorcge of fice hus been established in the room originally
planned as the engineering office so the storekeeper can keep closer cncek on
the work of recuisitioning and supplying supplies to the caips. The catract
ard Ingineering section is also functioning in the new building thus grezctly
relieving the congestion in the ofrfices in the Federal BDuilding.
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The cook house in the new area was put in operation on the 10th to
handle the bridse crew and the crew for moving the gararce and warehouse, The
quonset hut stora-ce in the new area collapsed due to snow loading on the 5th and
has been partially dismantled., The building does not appear to be severely dam-
aged and it is plenned to re-erect it only after the area 13 down to grade. It
can then be utilized for possivle warm storage.

e, Palmer Roads:

Snow was pushed back on the Palmer roads and ditches opened up to
allow the surface water to get away from the roadways. General maintenance
was performed witn the graders and low spots and places that showed sizns of
brealzing up werc graveled. All roads vere passanle for the entire month.

f. Glemn Hichwav:

.

Snow was moved back on the highway and ditcnes were opened up to
take care of the runoff. General surface maintenance was performed an tie
entire road end it remained in fine shape during the montii, Glaciers were active
and a crew was kept busy chippinz ice and keepinz culverts open. The river start-
ed to undercut the road at i{ing River on the 25th, bt was czugzhit in time to
prevent sericus daaze., It is planned to exttend the drum oreawsater to preven
a reoccurance in tac future.

g« Homer Roads znd Docl:

All dock materials arrived and h:ove been unloaded on the end of the
spit. Grammer and Perkins took soundinzs and hive estavlished a definite loca-
tion for the dock face, Piling ordered by the Territory were found too short
for a flotation of 23 to 25 fset a2s actra l depths and governins tides (with sitorms)
had not veen delerzmined by the Territopy's representatives when the plans were
submitted, Design drawinzs gave top of deck at Dlevaticn 22,0 referred to
M.L.L.W. Local residents warned ag2inst placing the dock deck lower than the
old one which was at kElevation 29.45 vecause of storns during hizh tides which
pile water into Kachemak Bey. YWe are therefare building to deck elevation of

.25 to meke piling cutoffs at 27.C. The present face of dock is planned for
-20,0 contour on basis of 15 feet penetra im for piiingz, but there is a high
spot of ~0,17 in the ocean floor at the center of the 120 foot face of the
dock. Perhaps this is a temporary cenditim which may scour out vhen the dock
is in. again, ir we find that we cannct zet 15 feet of penetrction when driving
the approach, it may be possible to move the face out to -22,0 botitom contour.
The driver has been built end is set on false bents and the hoist mounted. It
is planned to start driving'the first of April with completion date estimated

at May 15,

The thaw boiler and one grader has done necessary maintenace on tie
roads and opened tie culverts,

_ The Zast End road has been surveyed to a point 450 fect west of the
corners of Sectiwms 22-23-26-27. W hen the road is completed to this point it
will serve all the nosesteaders now leccted in that area with the exception of
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of one. The mile of additional rocad needed to serve this one man is not be-

lieved justified at this ti.e. actual work accomplished is as follaws: dx{ 1¢?
Cleared— - - - - - = =10,000 feet k~Z- “‘:ﬁ’
Graded- - - - - = — = 5,000 feet s A T

!

h. Russian River-Homer Rc¢ d: .

Maintenance was performed on the Kenai end by motor patrols and the
boiler. On the 2lst of the month the road became so soft trat it was temporarily
closed to all heavy traffic. Cold nizhts have subsecuently seen it beingz opered
for necessary traffic froz midnisht until early morning vhile the frost was able
to carry the load. On the lomer ind the false work for the Anchor River 3ridze has
been driven and ca poed and the bottom chord is in ylace. 1t is planned to set the
top chord from the river with the big crane if the river ice holds, if not, the
bottom chord will be decked ana tre Speeder will work from the deck, Roadwork
consisted of snow removal and surface maintenance with the patrol graders.

io Dﬂlj_nf':ham:

Winter nmaintenance was performed on this route during the montia.
Larson was in on the 25th of the monta and reports that ne has not succeeded in
keeping up the work started b, Betts in Febrwary, He states tuat as fast as
theyplow out & mile of road it f£ills up behind them. How that the snow is wet tae
SnoGo will nct handle it and tiae starting motor on the D-7 is dowvm. New parts
were shipped for it the next day but rothing Nrther has been received on tie
work. Plans now are to replace Larsa: with & foremen-mechanic-operztor, lie
have a line on several such men in tuat arez and decision will be made when
someone gets down viat way this summer. The answer may be on hiring suca a man
on year round basis., The situation there is definitely bad and apparently be-
coming worse,

j. Kodiak: .

Winter maintenance and snow remcval was performed upon the Kodiak
Roads during the month., Cverhaul of equiprnent wds carried on sa tlsfactorilj.

k. Talkeetna Hoads:

Mulvaney went to Talkeetna on the 25tn, unloaded the truck and D-J
tractor and 30 barrels of fuel; crossed them on the ice and returned to Anchor-
age on the 30th. The river was opening up and the move none tco early.

1. McKinley Park: R '

Frank Johnson replaced Chet Diess as forcman in the Park this year.
He, with cne mechanic left for thc Park on the 23d, Very little snow around th
station and the freight that has been rmoine into the Park his been hauled and
stored. Grant Pearson, new Park Supervisor, was in and he advises that zlaciers
are exceptionally bad this year, especially so up at Igloo.
-l



