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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Anchorage, Alaska CORE. Noyes !
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, «in. .
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(D December 6,195¢
“nrg wvees

Ace’t
Bors weMr. A. F. Ghiglione .

Chief iingineer i. wre UAAlaska Road Commission Oe Vi THJuneau, Alaska " io* re afi‘4
SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for November, 1950, Anchorage District, He

Anchorage, Alaska.

1. By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads.

On Saturday November llth, a lignt rain started falling, changing to
snow mixed with rain, which continued intermittently until late Saturday night.
This precipitation froze uzon hitting the ground, resulting in a hazardous icy
condition on all roads in the Anchorage-Valley area. Sanding crews started work
late Saturday afternoen and worked continuously until Monday morning, in order
that the roads would be in a safe condition for the Honday morning school and
business traffic. ifonday evening, the 13th, a wind started blowing and by Tues-
day morning winds with gusts in excess of 45 miles velocity rendered sanding
operations useless. The press and radio stations were notified of the hazardous oy
condition of the roads and the motoring public warned to use every precaution

oS

in driving.

Yo work other than sanding was required to keep the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month,

b. Potter Road.

Potter Road remained in good condition throughout the month with no
maintenance work necessary.

Cc. Spenard and Sand Lake Roads.

The freezing rain which fell on the llth caused extremely hazardous
conditions on the new pavement on Spenard road, and this portion was heavily
sanded several times to minimize the condition. A few minor accidents occurred
in the vicinity of Romig Hill grade, and considerable adverse publicity was
given by both press and radio over the lack of adequate safeguards on this grade.
Investigation of each accident disclosed that in every case the fault lay not in
the hazardous condition of the road, but with the condition of the driver.
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The only maintenance performed during the month was the sanding of
icy roads as required.

d.

The rain which fell during the llth on the lower elevations changed
to snow on the upper reaches of the Glenn Highway, reaching a maximum depth of
3 inches at 77 and & incnes at idile 123. Snow removal was performed on this
portion of the road.

Exceptionally high tides occurring the lth, augmented by high winds,
raised the water level across the itklutna Flats to such an extent tnat the water
rose to within 3 feet of tne road surface. This high water saturated the fill
around the elephant hut culvert crossing the dklutna Power Plant tail race at
Mile 26 and the receding tide caused such a rush of water through the culvert
that the saturated fill gave way on the up-stream end of the pipe, resulting in
a large cavity under the east bound traffic lane, with the pavement supported by
an arch of approximately 2 feet of frozen gravel. Barricades were immediately
placed diverting all traffic on to the west bound lane, and the cavity was back
filled with gravel, the first repair being completed by the evening of Nevember
22nd. On the 23rd another high tide, further increased by an 85 to 90 mile gale,
again saturated the new fill causing further subsidance. Heavy rock rivrap secured
from The Alaska Railroad quarry at gklutna was used to back fill this second cavity,
with a topping of gravel tamped umler the pavement section to fill the interstices
in the coarse riprap and provide a uniform support under the paved section. No

further difficulty has been experienced since the repair was completed.

Heavy sanding of all icy sections on the Glenn Highway was accomplished
between November llth and November 24th, oy which time most of the ice had been
cut over the pavement by traffic.

Glaciers formed at several locations along the Glenn Highway, with
thoseat Moose Creek Hill and 77 iile giving considerable difficulty in their
control, the ice reaching on the pavement through these sections. Steam points
were used to thaw a channel under the ice for water seeping fran the banks. This
has proven fairly successful, with the majority of the seepage flow now collecting
and flowing under the insulating blanket of ice into the gutters and through the
culverts. It was impossible to collect all the water by tnis method and some chip-
ping was required to keep the pavement free of ice at these locations.

Dismantling of the old Matanuska River Bridge was begun on the first
of the month, with all pile bents and false work completed and the bridge jacked
up by November 7th. The high winds during the month forced cessation of activity
for a total of & days, but all superstructure steel was removed and stored at the
site by the end of the month. It is estimated that another week's work will can-
Plete the dismantling of this bridge.

A detour road one-half mile in length was constructed around the Eklutna
Bridge by government forces, for use of the contractor during the construction of

_

the new bridge across this stream.
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e. Anchorage Depot.

A sand drying bin was erected at the depot early in the month to pro-
vide a supply of dry sand for spreading on icy roads, as it was found that spread-
ing of damp or frozen sand was extremely difficult.

Construction operations were started on a combination sign and carpenter
shop adjacent to the new warm storage building, a surplus Pacific hut being used
for this purpose. The 90 mile gale early in the morning of November 23rd com-
pletely demolished the tent in which the sign shop was previously installed, and
caused collapse of the new shop under erection. ‘The paint shop was temporarily
moved into one of the quonset hut barracks, and repairs were made to tne new paint
shop, with construction approximately 50% completed py the end of the month.

f. Valley Roads.

Several inches of snow fell on the Mountain Roads above the Little
Susitna River during the storm of the llth, the snow removal required to the old
Road Commission camp site. Several glaciers fermed through this same area, re~
quiring considerable maintenance to keep the road free of ice. Blasting was re-
quired to prevent some of taese glaciers from blocking tne road,

Snow was removed to the Indenendence Mine on the 15th, with the mining
company being oilled for the work performed.

h. Sterling Hizhway.

The fall freeze-up which was early in other parts of the Anchorage
District, was delayed scmewhat on the Kenai Peninsula and it was possiole to blade
the roads in good shape with the motor graders before the freeze-up occurred, with
no work required in maintenance after the freeze-up.

4. Cantwell Roads.

During the early part of the month a tote road was constructed on
center line around the Jack River bluffs between Mile 3 and iiile 4 of the
Cantwell-iickKinley Park Survey. Clearing and stripping wes canpleted and grading
approximately 75% completed from Mile 0 to Mile 2. ALL field work was shut down
by November 17th by heavy snows. 18 inches of snow was on the ground by the end
of the month, with frost penetrating approximately 30 inches. The lowest temper-
ature recorded during the month at Cantwell was -31°.

Work was in progress throughout the month on the installation of in--
sulation and the radiant heating system in the garage, with finish carpentry
completed in the new mess hall.

j. Farm Roads.

The later freeze-up on the Kenai Peninsula permitted farm road work to
be continued well into the month, with some work being possible after freeze-up,
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Clearing, stripping and grading of the North Kenai Road was extended
0.3 miles, with gravel surfacing applied on 3.0 miles of this road constructed
last year. The Anchorzitiver Road was completed by the application of 0.3 miles
of gravel surfacing. ,

The very favorable construction season just past has resulted in the
completion of a rather extensive farm road program in the Anchorage District,
with many of the roads being constructed considerably below the preliminary
estimate. Sufficient funds remained in the farmroad allotment after completion
of the balance of the program, tlut it was possible to perform clearing and strip-
ping this fall of two roads on the Xenai Peninsula which were not scheduled for con-
struction until next season. Clearing and stripping was accomplished on,4 miles (of)of the Deep Creek road netween Homer and Ninilchik to serve five homesteads in
the Deep. Creek area. Clearing and stripping was also extended 0.5 miles on the
Homer Hast Hill Road.

2. By Contract:

a. Glenn B-1, Contract No. I-arc-4161.

No construction work was performed on this contract during the month,
with engineering forces continuing with final xX-sections in the field and computing
quantities in the office. Field work was discontinued and the Palmer ess Hall
shut down on November 24th. Final field X-sections were completed between Stations
2,021 and 2,355 and between 2,374 and 2,516. Final X-sections were plotted and
planimetered and earthwork quantities canputed on approximately 75% of the total
job, with overhaul computed on 68% of the contract.

b. Glenn B-2, Contract No. I-arc=/.211.

Final touching up of the areas graded during October was accomplished
by the. contractor on November 1, with no construction operations performed after
that date.

One field engineering party re-ran check levels on bench marks between
Mile 110 and 124, this work being completed on the 17th of November, and the field
crew was orought into Palmer for the winter season.

c. Anchorarve warehouse Addition, Contract No. T-arc-4272.

Fair progress was made by the contractor on the interior work in the
office addition to the warehouse, with partitions completed and all finish electri-
cal and plumbing work installed. Delay in delivery of the thermopane windows pre-
vented completion of this project in November. This phase of work and final paint-
ing is all that remains to complete the contract.

Work performed by the contractor on this bridge consisted of rock ex~
cavation in- preparation for the east pier, with this work completed and operations
discontinued on November 8th.

wo.

Wate

Eklutna Bridge, Contract No. T-are-4299
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3. Weather,

Weather generally continued cold throughout the month with a minimum tem—

perature at Anchorage of -9°. Temperatures rose to 32° for a short eriod during
the llth, with the temperature rise accompanied by light rain changing to inter-
mittent snow and rain. High winds, ranging in velocities from 30 to 35 miles per
hour with occasional gusts in excess of 45 miles per hour vegan blowing on Monday,
November 13th and died out Tuesday, November ljth. ‘Winds came “p again on the
evening of Wednesday, November 22nd, with velocities in excess of 90 miles an hour
during Thursday, November 23 and dying out by the evening of Friday, November 24th.

4. Miscellaneous.

Wr. Rivenes, District mngineer, and Mr. Peterson, District Mechanic, made
an inspection trip of roads in the Kenai Peninsula, leaving Anchorage, Tuesday,
November 2Sth, and returning Thursday, November 30th.

Lorene
T. I. Rivenes,.
District Engineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for October, 1950, Anchorage District,

Anchorage, Alaska.

1. By Government Forces:

a. Anchorage Roads.

Drainage of rmdside ditches along Fireweed Lane has long been a
serious problem. The gradual increase in subdivision and home construction
between Potter Road and Spenard Lane during which driveways and subdivision
streets were constructed promiscuously merely by filling the roadside ditches, a
has gradually aggravated this condition until it became necessary to take aedrastic steps to alleviate this situation. New and deecer drainage ditches wewere constructed during the month, and culverts installed under driveways and na
subdivision read intersections, the property owners involved bearing the cost Csof the pipe required in installaticn of driveway culverts, and the Alaska Road
Commission securing and installing the necessary pipes at subdivisicn road inter-
sections. No provision ms ever been made for cross drainage from Fireweed Lane,
with the result that in spring thaw water has stayed in the rcadside ditches until
it gradually seeped into the ground. It will probably be necessary in the future
to construct an adequate Ccrainage system, which may require acquisition of ease-
ments through private property for a drain ditch to carry the surface water to
the lower ground along Chester Creek. At the present time, however, an experiment
is being tried, of digging a sump hole at the low spot in the readside drainage
ditch, carrying the sump into the underlying gravels with boulders secured from
crusher rejects at Wells! gravel pit, in an attempt to expedite percolation of
surface water.

Routine grader maintenance was performed on the balance of the local
roads, with all ditches and culverts cleaned and marked for winter freeze-up.

b. Potter Road,

Crushed gravel surfacing was applied on the new roadway fill between
the south city limits of Anchorage and Fireweed Lane, aporoximately 2,000 cubic
yards of crushed material being required for this purpose. Naintenance with
motor grader was performed on the balance of Potter Road during the month.
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ec. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

Several driveway culverts were installed umer new residential drive~
ways on Spenard Road during the month. Gravel shoulders along the pavement were
dressed up and shaped just before freeze-up, which occurred unseasonably early
this year. Sand Lake ami Sand Lake Loop Roads were caught by the freeze-up be-
fore the final blading and shaping of these roads was accomplished, resulting in
their being frozen in a rather rough condition. An effort was made to blade these
roads to alleviate this condition but the inordinantly low temperatures had frozen
the surface to such an extent that the blades could not touch the surface.

de Glenn Highway.

A short sag developed in the east lane of pavement at Mile 13.3 on the
sharp curve approaching the Hagie River Bridge, similar to that which occurred
on Spenard Road at romig Hill earlier in the season. This depression was filled
with plant mix surfacing secured fram the plant operated by the 13th Aviation
Engineer Battalion at Fort Richardson. The cooperation which has been given the
Road Commission this season by the officers and men of the military engineers
stationed at Fort Richardson, particularly the 925th engineering Aviation group
and the 813th Aviation ingineer Battalion, in furnishing equipment, men, and supplies
for use in emergency patching projects has been very gratifying, as it has made it
possible to complete work which otherwise could not have been accomplished befare
next spring.

Shoulders and ditches were shaped and dressed on the canpleted Glenn A
contract between Anchorage and Palmer, with all shoulders in good condition at
the freeze-up.

i

MeLaughlin Inc., contractors on the Section B-l of the Glenn Highway,
closed down construction operations on October 14, and this section was taken
over for winter maintenance at that time. The contractor left the roadway in ©

good condition, and only routine maintenance was required during the balance of
the month. Several inches of snow fell on the higher elevations of Section
during the storm which occurred in the middle of the month, with 25 miles of snow
removal required to keep the road open to traffic.

A request was received from the Bureau of Reclamation for the ditching
and winter maintenance of the «klutna Lake Road between the Glenn Highway at Mile 27,
and Eklutna Lake. The existing road was t@narrow to permit the construction of
adequate drainage ditches and it was necessary to widen the roadway approximtely
§ feet for 7 miles of the total of 10 miles of this road. An HD-19 tractor and
dozer and Adams Motor Grader:‘moved in and began widening and ditching operations
on October 18, the work being completed on October 27,

4
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The approach fill to the new Matanuska River Bridge was constructed
with quantities in excess of 4,800 cubic yards of gravel being required for
this purpose. This work was caupleted and the bridge opened to traffic on
tue evening of October 23.

Repairs to the approach lane at the east end of the Knik River Bridge
were made during the month. Repairs were also made to the deck of the Hagle
River Bridge, several of the deck planks having been brokan due to traffic
vibration.

Pipe and wire fences were installed in the ditch section on Moose
Creek grade at Mile 54 and in sections between Mile 71 and 72, to prevent the
large rocks and boulders raveliing from the cut slopes from reaching the pave~
ment.

e. Anchorage Depot.
The heating system was installed in the warm storage building during

the month, with work on this building now completed and the building ready for
use.

A stock pile of approximately 300 cubic yards of sand for sanding of
icy roads was prepared in the depot yard. As this sand was wet when brought in,
several pipes were laid in the lower part of the stock pile and an experiment was
made for the thawing and drying of the sand by driving the blast of a flame thrower
into these pipes. This experiment was only moderately successful, and would prob-
ably be too slow a orocess for drying the amount of sand which might be required
in an emergency, and a 20 cubic yard bunker is being set up, with a system of stean
coils under a 3/8" screen to heat and dry the frozen or wet mterial, The bunker,
after being filled with dry-sand, will be covered with a canvas tarp to prevent
precipitation from again wetting the contents.

f. Valley Roads.

All Valley Roads were in good condition for the freeze-up. Snow fences
were installed at several strategic lccations where the worst drifting has occurred
in the past. The brush rexoval and raising of the road grade in many sections of
Valley Roads during the past season has made possible the elimination of snow fences
required at these locations in the past, with these extra fences being available
for reinforcement at those points where the worst drifting occurs.

in
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g. Mountain Roads.

Hatcher Summit was closed by snow during the storm which occurred in
the high mountain regicn on October 4th through 5th, which closed the road over
the summit for the winter, Snow removal was required between Little Susitna
Bridge and the highway camp after the storm which occurred around the middle
of the month, a total of 10 miles of snow removal being required to keep the
road open to this point.

Snow was removed to the Independence Mine on the 20th of the month, with
the mine owner paying the cost of the work done.

h. Sterling Highway.

Work on the Sterling Highway during the month consisted of regrading
and widening the swampy areas which had showed subsidance, placing gravel sur-
facing, and shaping the roadway in preparation for crushed rock surfacing. This
work was complete with rcadway ready for crushed gravel between Mile 1 at Henton
and Mile 41 at Kenai Junction; and on the Kemi Spur between Kenai Junction and
Kenai, a distance of 11 miles.

All construction on the Sterling Highway was closed down on October 31,
except for a small crew working on sloping the high cut banks between Mile 1 and
Mile 3.

tee pie ile
04%L ioe

Work was continued on’ the installation of the warm stostorage building we puntuntil October & when operations were shut down for the winter.All roads in Kethe Flat area were in fair condition at the end of the season. Foreman Alderson‘patiehas taken annual leave Outside, with a relief operator left in his place for “agety
emergency maintenance of the Flat Airport.

i. Flat Roads. .

JSuat
+ otf

j. Dillingham Roads.

Considerable rain fell in the Dillingham area during the month, re=
quiring considerable maintenance in filling of chuck holes which were constantly
developing during the wet weather. It was possible, havever, by keeping the
motor grader working constantly during the dry weather to keep the roads in fair
shape. The grade was raised in the approaches to the Scandinavia Creek Bridge,
also gravel fills on either side of the swampy area at Klondike Creek. . Duringthe periods of heavy rainfall, the time was spent in overhauling equipment in
the shop, with the Sno-go completely overhauled and painted, and a cab installedon the D-7 tractor.

sya
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k. Bethel Roads. &

The early freeze-up at Bethel found the rads infair condition for
the winter.

Repairs were made to the Bethel Airport under an allotment authorized
by the Territorial Board of Aesonautics. This work was started just before
freezing weather set in, with frost extending approximtely 3 inches into the
ground, by the time the work was completed. Should no unseasonable thaws occur
this will leave the airport in excellent condition for the winter.

Work continued on construction of the Hill Road until the freeze-up.

1. Kodiak Roads.
Grader maintenance was performed several times on Kodiak roads during

the month to have them in good condition for the freeze-up.

One of the surplus quonset huts at Fort Abercranbie was blocked up
and prepared for moving to the ARC station site,

m. McKinlev Park Roads.

Work at McKinley Park during October consisted of completing the bulk-
head and setting up the crusher in the gravel pit at Mile 11, with the station
closed on October 24.

Ne Cantwell Roads.

Work continmied on construction of the Cantwell-Paxson Road during the
month, with clearing and stripping completed and a pioneer road pushed through
to the Brushkana River au Mile 32, A 20! X 25! timber bridge was constructed
across Fish Creek at Mile 7.05, with approaches backfilled and the bridge opened
to traffic. The roadway has been completed with pit run gravel surfacing applied
to Mile 10. Portions of road are completed between Mile 10 and Mile 20, with a
total of 18.9 miles of roadway grading canpleted.

‘

Work continued on construction of the garage, with the concrete pour
for the pipe trenches and floor completed during the month. Temperatures ranging
fram 30° above to 0° required the use of heat to prevent the concrete from freezing.
This has been accomplished with the radiant heating system installed in the floor,
by connecting each section of pipe as it is installed into the hot water circu-
latory system.

The location party umder Locating Sngineer Grammer completed the pre-
liminary surveys to and including the Susitna River crossing at Mile 60. In the
return trip, moving camp supplies and equipment back to Cantwell, the towing D-3
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tractor broke down at the Brushkana River crossing and the crew was brought
into Cantwell by Dodge power wagon.

The survey party under Mr. Evancee completed the Cantwell—NMcKinley
Park east side survey, and Mr. ivancoe returned to Anchorage on October 24.

Oo. Homer Roads.

Routine grader maintenance was performed on the Homer Raads during
the month with culverts and drairage ditches cleaned and marked.

p. Farm Roads.

Farm Road construction in the Anchorage area consisted of. completing
the construction of the Huffman Road begun last month, with an additional 1.5
miles cleared and stripped and 3.0 miles graded. The Birch Road, connecting
Huffman Road with O'Malley Road 3 miles east of Potter Road, was cleared and
stripped for 1.0 miles and graded for 0.5 miles. Grading consisting of gravel

was completed on an additional C,1 miles of the Dowling Road, with the early
freeze-up preventing completion of construction of this road. The Woodland Park
Roads (Utah and Lois Avenues) were regraded to Alaska Road Commission standards
and gravel surfaced for a total of 1.3 miles. The Bentti Road in the Matanuska
Valley was completed by the clearing, stripping, and grading of an additional
O.1 mile of read. Access roads were constructed to the Mountain View School,
with a total of 0.5 miles of roadway being cleared, stripped, graded and gravel
surfaced,

The East Kenai Farm Road, graded last month, was gravel surfaced during
October for a total of 0.6 miles.

2. By Contract:

ae Glenn B-l, Contract T-arc-4161.

McLaughlin Inc., contractor on this section of the Glenn Highway,
was successful in completing the rough grading and placing of gravel base
course to Mile 102 before the freeze-up, on Uctober 14. RC=3 asphalt pavement“<

qrew-wes completed from Mile 48 to Kile 84.5 and from Mile 95 to Mile 102, with seal
coat applied to the cavement from Nile 48 to Mile 62. All agzregates necessary
for completion of the plant mixed surfacing and seal coat were processed and
stockpiled for use after operations are resumed next spring. All construction
operations were shut down on October li, with engineering forces continuing
work throughout the month on final X~sections.

yy
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be Glenn B=2, Contract I-are-4211.

Babler Brothers and Rogers, contractors on Section B-2, commenced
operations on this section late in the month, consisting of roadway exdavation ©

and embankment between Mile 138.5 ani 146.3. Approximately 16% of the grading
between these limits was completed before the freeze-up farceu cessation of
activities on October 31.

ce. Anchorage ‘warehouse Addition, Contract I-arc-/,272,

The cemesto board for finishing of the interior walls and partitions
of the warehouse addition were received late in the month, and tne contractor
canpleted installation of the interior walls by the end of the month.

d. Bridges, Contract I-arc-/,272.

Clean-up work on the Matanuska River Bridge was completed by the
contractor early in the month, and the grevel fill approaches were placed by
government forces and the bridge opened to traffic the evening of October 23.

e. Savage River Bridge, Contract I-arc-4,274.

Breeden and Snith Company, contractors on the Savage River Bridge,
completed driving of all oiling for the bridge. Concrete pour was completed
in abutment No. 2, except for the parapet and wing walls; and 4 feet of pier
No. 1 was poured before cold weather forced tne shut down of activities on
October 10, ,

3. Weather.

Light rains fell in Anchorage on October 4th and 5th turning to snow
in the higher elevations. Rain mixed with snow fell on Tuesday, October 10,
with cloudy weather predominating during the first half of the month. The
first heavy frost in Anchorage occurred Monday, October 16, with the latter
half of the month contihuing with unseasonably cold weather, temperatures
seldom being above freezing during the day and hovering near 0° at night.

AEN!
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4. Miscellaneous.

Mr. Thoralf I. Rivenes arrived in Anchorage on October 1.

Col. John R. Noyes arrived in Anchorage on October 4, returning to
Juneau on October 6,

job on October 16, returning to Anchorage October 17, with Mr. Rivenes. proceeding
Mr. Rivenes and Mr. Hatchett made a tour of inspection of the Cantwell

to Juneau on October 22.

Mr. Wm. J. Niemi proceeded to Juneau on October 23 to assume his new
duties as Chief, Operations Division.

Mr. Rivenes returned to Anchorage from Juneau on October 31 to asswne
his new duties as District Engineer, Anchorage District.

CEA: ntm

PSA CremaTt.I. Rivenes, ;

District Engineer

SAS
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~ The, ber 9, 1950

Mr. A. F. Ghiglione
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission .

Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for Seotember, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska.

1. By Governnent Forces.

a Anchorage Roads.

The old pavement on Fourth Avenue Extension to Fort Richardson,
on which no maintenance has been performed since its comoletion, has shovwm

signs of depreciation this season, with many small deep potholes and several
large oadly broxen areas developed. In cooperation with the Aviation Engineers
who furnished the plant nixed surfacing and equipment, including compressor
and pavement spades, a new caterpillar grader, and roller, aRC forces effected-
repairs to this pavement. Work of patching was started early in the month,
but mechanical difficulties with the army's asphalt mixing plant preverited
completion until the end of the month, It is hoped that a sealcoat may be
applied to the remaining unsealed pavement, to provide a wearing surface and
prevent further deterioration; this work, if done, will also be in cooperation
with the meineers.

Work was completed on the bulkhead repairs to the Fourth Avenue
‘bridge across Ship Creek. However, settlement of the approach fill occurred
at both ends of the bridge, and these sags were leveled up with plant-mixed
surfacing secured from the Engineers hot plant.

Brush has been encroaching on the drainage ditches of Fireweed
Lane between Potter Road and Svenard Road, causing the drainage ditches to be
ineffective. This brush was removed, drainage ditches constructed, and drive-—
way culverts installed to correct the drainage condition. Ditches and culverts
were also cleaned on the Step-and-a~Half Road preparatory to the winter freezeun.

Advantage was taken of the heavy rain which occurred early in the
month to deeo blade all corrugated yvravel roads, while the material was wet
enough to compact thoroughly under the traffic. Only occasional maintenance
with the motor graders has been required since that time to keep the roads in
‘excellent condition.

Octo
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b. Potter Road.

Crushed gravel surfacing was completed on Potter Road between
Fireweed Lane and Potter. In cleaning up tle stockpiled crushed gravel, con-
siderable coarse uncrushed gravel becane loaded into the trucks with the crushed
material. It was necessary Lerore final lay down of the surfacing to soread
the loose gravel and work the coarse material to the surface, from where it vas
drifted off the shoulders with the blades. This work, fortunately, was conpleted
just before the heavy rain with the result that a much better job of processing
and laying of the crushed material was effected than would have been the case
had the material been laid dry.

On Gambell Strect, between the South city limits of Anchorage and
Fireweed Lane, the steep grades extending into the Chester Creek Swamp from:the
highlands on either side have presented a serioud hazard to traffic since the
construction of this road, due to the sharp vertical curves am short sight dis-
tance existing at the tons of the grades. This situation was corrected by cut-
ting down the crest of the hill at the south grade approach, removing tlhe old
bridge across Chester Creek, which was replaced with a 10-foot by 50-foot elephant
hut. culvert, and raising the road to grade across the creek avproximately 6 feet.
Right-of-way probdlems prevented similar treatment at the north approach and it
was necessary to construct a heavy gravel fill at this end in order to ease the
vertical curve and improve the sight distance. The entire fill across the Chester
Creek Swamp was raised approximately 3 feet and the roadway was widened to the
28-foot through road standard.

It is believed by this office that this portion of the Seward
be

Highway, mileage of which has been included in Houte 75 in the past, should be #i°™ 4included with foute 75-P. Unless instructions to the contrary are received from Aothe Headquarters Office, this road will be so treated in the annual report...

All culverts and ditches on Potter Road were cleaned and slopes
dressed, and culverts marked in preparation for ths winter season.

ce. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

The bridge across Campbell Creek on the Campbell Station Road
began to show serious deterioration in the decking. Several broken planks in
the old deck were removed and replaced, and the entire bridge deck re-covered
with material salvaged from the old Feters Creek Bridge.

Several culverts were installed on the Campbell Station Road to
improve the drainage conditions which have resulted in the development of mud
holes diring the spring break-up period in the past, and ditches were cleaned
and deepened where negessary to effect drainage. Ditches and culverts were
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cleaned and marked on Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Road, and several driveway
culverts installed to improve drainage and prevent the ponding of water during
the spring break-up. Occasional maintenance with motor graders kept the read
surface in good condition during the month.

d. Glenn Highway.

Work performed by government forces on the Glenn Highway
sisted of blading the roadway between Mile 102 and Mile 124, clearing sluffed
roak from tne roadway, clearing ditches and cleaning and marking culverts.

Considerable damage was done to the Caribou Creek Bridge at
Mile 107 by an Alaska Freight Lines truck on September 9. The truck went out
of control while descending the steep prade avproaching the bridge from the
east, and in attempoting to negotiate the sharp curve on to tne bridge, the
trailer side-swined the main truss member at the northeast corner of the bridge,
then careenei from side to side of the bridge before coming to a complete stop,
A report of the accident with photographs and requisitions for replacement. men-
bers has been forwarded to the Headauarters Office.

e. Anchorage Derot.

The warm storage building was painted during the month, and a
chimney installed. Installation of the heater will complete the alterations

_
to this building and make it ready for use.

The heavy rains which occurred during the 12, 13, and 14 showed
drainage facilities from the parking lot in front of the warehouse to be in-
adequate, anda wide rlat ditcn was constructed from the edge of the paved
parking apron to the main drainage ditch along the south side of the warehouse,
to correct this condition.

The new 73Ton C-2 Federal wrecker was received from Army Surplus
and it was found that all the major accessories end equipment on the wrecker
had never had the original coating of preservative removed, with the accessories
still in their original packing crates. Repairs necessary to put this salvaged
equipment into operation corsisted of cleaning off tie protective coating,
applying paint and installing one 12 volt storage battery. ‘the D-6 Caterpillar
tractor also secured from salvage can be put into operation with minor repairs
and adjustments. Several other minor items of equipment and snop tools were
secured from salvage.

f. Valley Roads.

Road side brush removal was accomplished on an additional four
miles on Route 35-B, and favorable weather conditions permitted burning of the

m



a,

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU LZATASKA

Mr. Ghiglione October 9, 1950 p.4

majority of the brush removed during the previous:summer months. ‘York per-
formed on Yalley Xoads this season in brushing and ditching alone, has created
a remarkable change in the

appearance
of the rads and the attitude of the

Valley residents.

Only routine grac?zr maintenance was required to keep the Valley
Roads in good condition through the month.

g. Mountain Roads.

Light snows fell on the i‘ountain Hoads between the 12th and 14th
of the month, but presented no serious difficulty in keeping them open, to
traffic.

Deep ditching was undertaken at several places in an attenpt to
minimize the washing which has proven detrimental at these points during the
past. Culverts were cleaned and mrked, with a few culverts being re~layed
to a deeper grade.

Only minor maintenance has been. required to keep the Mountain
Roads in good condition, since several of the mines closed down operations
during the month and heavy hauling has lessened considerably.E

‘Formal opening ceremonies of the Sterling Highway were held’ at
the Kenai River Bridge on September 6, 1950 with many celebraties and civic
officials participating in the program, and a crowd of more than 500 people
in attendance.

Construction.work on the Sterling Highway during September con—
sisted of grading and shaping of 16 miles between the Kenai Junction and Moose
River, preparatory to olacing crushed rock surfacing. Between Stariskey Creek
and Diamond Creek on the Homer section of the road, considerable subsidance
occurred in the swampy areas, with heavy filling recuired to bring this section
to standard width and grade. Crushed gravel surfacing was placed arid processed
on 2,5 miles of the road. Shoulders were shaped, ditches graded, and culverts
cleaned and‘marked on the completed sections of the roadway.

i. Flat Roads.

General maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the month
with ditches graded and culverts cleaned ani marked, The bridge over the old
Miscovich Mine ditch, wiich collapsed last month, was recorstructed over the
newly constructed mine ditch. The warm storage building secured from surplus
was moved to the maintenance station site, and preparation for its use as a
warm storage building was practically completed during the month.

™
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j- Takotna Roads. ’ 7

Maintenance work for the summer season on the Taxotna Roads was
completed, and the camp closed down on September 21. All reads in the Takotna
area were in fair condition at the end of the season, althouzh heavy traffic
between Sterling Landing and Cantwell has damaged gravel surfacing placed
earlier this spring, and it will probably be necessary to regravel portions
of this section next spring before heavy hauling is resumed. All culverts
were cleaned and marked and ditches in general were graded. There are several
miles of roadway upon which brush has encroacned into tne ditches so badly
that ditches in tais section could not be graded. Clearance of this brushis slated for high priority early in the 1951 season.

k. Dillingham Roads.

No report has been received from Foreman Palmer at Dillingham.

1. Bethel Roads.

Heavy rains occurring in the Bethel area early in the month made
constant maintenance necessary during this period. Construction of the new
road, Route 92-13, continued, with ail fill material being hauled from the
gravel pit at the beach. To expedite the progress of the work, a D-4 Cater—
pillar tractor with bull dozer was rented locally. As this road is all located
through a permafrost area, it was neressary to keep the trucks on the fill at
all tines during construction, which required the construction of turnarounds

atu.frequent intervals, materially slowing the progress of the work. Grading
was completed on the 24th of the month.

m. Kodiak Roads.

Routine maintenance was verfcormed on Kodiak Roads during the.
month, with gravel being hauled to fill soft spots as they developed. Ditches.
were graded end culverts cleaned and marked in preparation for the winter season.

n. Talkeetna Roads.

Maintenance work on Talkeetna Roads was completed during the
month and the crew under ioreman ‘fulvaney returned to Anchorage on the 23rd.
All roads were in fair shape at the end of the season, with ditches graded
and culverts marked and cleaned.

Be
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o. McKinley Park Roads.

Only a minimum of blading was required to keep the roads in fair
condition during the month, with culverts cleaned and staked to Mile 12. The
Three~l.ake Trail was cleared of new growth of brush for two miles, and brush
cleared amd deep ruts filled on three miles of the Savage River Trail.

Grading of the line changes was completed and bridges constructed
at Mile 3.5, 12.8, 19.5, 19.6 and 20.4, with gravel back fill completed and
bridges opened to trarfic. Slightly in excess of 1500 abic yards of gravel
fill were required in the construction of these changes.

Concrete aggregates were hauled to the Savage River Bridge site
for use by the contractor in construction of the abutments for this bridge.
Work was continued’ setting up the. rock crusher, with construction of the bulk-
head for the primary feed well underway.

pe Cantwell Roads.

Construction of the Cantwell-—Paxson Road continued during the
month, with the stripping crew working from camp located at Mile 23.5, Stripping
work has been extended to iiile 26, with grading completed on an additional 2.75©
miles of road, and gravel surfacing placed on 3 miles.

The mess hall and dormitory was completed andi occupied on the
26th of September, with carpenter crews continuing work on insulating wanigans,
installing quonset huts at the permanent camp, and installing insulation and
floor in the garage building.

: Under Locating iingineer Grammer, the advance location party moved
to a camp located at !{ile 50, A D-8 Caterpillar Tractor, replacing the TD-14,
is working with the advance crew and constructing an airfield at the new camp
site, The survey party under kr. avancoe moved into camo at Carlo late in the
month, with the preliminary survey of the Cantwell-lcKinley Park east line
completed between Mile 6 ard Mile 16,

q. Homer Roads.

fork on Homer roads consisted of widening and gravelling 1.6 miles
of the West Hill Road and regravelling the East End Road east of Fritz Creek.

Two 6,000 gallon fuel tanks were installed at the Homer dock and
a 4,000 gallon gasoline tank was installed at the depot.. Routine grader main-
tenance was performed on the balance of the Homer itoads, with ditches graded
and culverts cleaned and marked, in preparation for the winter season.

To
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r. Farm Roads. ,
Favorable construction conditions, particularly in the Anchorage

area, made it possible to complete all EBarm Road projects originally approved
for construction, with funds and time permitting construction of a considerable
additional mileage of roads, t-uilt in the order of priorities set up in the
spring program. Grading of 2.5 miles of O'Malley Road conpleted the projects
estimated for this season, Additional construction this month included clearing,
stripping and grading of 0.1 mile on the Bentti Road; ame clearing and stripning,
grading and surfacing of 2.6 miles on the fish Creek Road; and clearing and
stripping of 1.5 miles on the Huffman doad. [arm Road work in the Kenai sector
includes clearing, strioping and grading of 0.6 miles of the East Kenai Road;
and clearing, stripping and grading of 0.5 miles of the Ancha’ River Road, with
gravel surfacing placed on 0.2 miles of this road,

2. ByContract.
ae GlennA.

Work was completed on this project during the month and the job
accepted by the Bureau of Public Roads.

b. Glenn B-l, Contract I-arc-4161.

Rough grading was in progress along Long Lake Grade between
-

Stations 2,006 and 2,083 and through tha iuddy Creek area, Stations 2,251 to
2,443. Crusher base course has been completed to Staticn 2,000 and between
Station 2,450 and Station 2,850.

No pavement was laid during the month as the contractor was
moving and setting up his plant at the new location. Pavement has been can
pleted to Staticn 1,907.

ce. Glenn B-2, Contract I-arc-/,211,
' The skeleton engineering crew continued working on office and

field design, and no construction operations have commenced on this project.

d. Warehouse Addition, Contract T-are-4272,

_ The contractor has completed installation of all insulation, and
laying of the sub-floor, Due to an oversight in design, a minor revision was
necessary in the installation of several electrical outlets. Delay in delivery
of thermapane windows has required the contractor to install temporary plexi-
glass windows.
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e. Bridges.

Contract I-arc-427h.
Construction was completed on the Matanuska Hiver Bridge at the

end of the month, with only clean-up work remaining on the contract. Several
boxes of dardelet nolts consigned for this job were never received, and to
complete the assembly of the bridge, the contractor secured bolts from Seattle
and shipped them to Anchorage by air freight late in the month. Construction
of the bridge aporoaches will be completed early in October and the bridge
opened to traffic.

Savage River Bridge, Contract I-arc-428h.

Driving of piling was completed on abutment No. 2, forms and
reinforcement steel were set and the abutment vovred. Piles were driven for
piers 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and excavations completed for abutment Wo. 1.

3. Weather.

The weather has been mild with cloudy weather predominating. 4
heavy rain fell during the 12, 13, and lth of the month.

&. Miscellaneous.

Colonel John 2. Noyes, Commissioner of Roads for Alaska, and
Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Chief ingineer, arrived in Anchoregse Tuesday, September 5,
proceeding to Kenai, wednesday, September 6 to attend the onening ceremonies
of the Sterling Highway. kr. Ghiglione returned te Anchorage jjednesday, Sep-
tember 13, proceeding to Glenallen and Valdez Thursday, September 14.

WE Su, Na RTEWm. J. Niemi,
District Engineer
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#Mr, A. F. Ghiglione
Chief sngineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report for August, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska

1. By Government Forces:

ae Anchorage Roads.

The unusually dry weather during the month of August made it
possible to keep the Anchorage roads in good condition with only routine
blading with motor graders.

Work was started on repairing the bulk heads on the Fourth
Avenue-Ship Creek Bridge late in the month. G

OX
During the past spring break-up, considerable difficulty was ‘\

encountered in getting the school busses into the new Mountain View School, ~.
and a new access road was constructed into the school property from Parsons
Avenue, the existing access road was improved and gravelled and a conrection i
constructed between the existing and new access roads.

b. Potter Road.
:

Work on the Potter Road during the month consisted of bringing
low fills to grade with pit run gravel, and placing crushed rock surfacing
on the prepared grade. Two miles of roadway were regraded with pit run gravel,
with three miles being surfaced with crushed rock, which required approximately
2,875 cubic yards of crushed material. One-48 inch corrugated metal pipe cul-
vert was extended 8 feet to provide a full width radway at this point.

c. Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

A short area of the new paved highway at Romig Hill showed signs
of serious subsidance, the cause or which has not been determined, but may be
due to perma-frost. As this occurred on a steep winding grade, it was necessary
to place approximately 44 Tons of plant-mixed surfacing to eliminate the hazardous
depression. The patch was placed by hand raking methods, and as the only material.

WE.

al. Noyes
“Ch. Engr...
Admin.
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available for patching was mixed with heavy paving grade asphalt, it was im-
perative that the work be done rapidly before the mix nad lost sufficient heat
to be impossible to handle. Compaction of the patch was attempted with the new
vibratamper, and it was found that this piece of equipmmt while satisfactory
on small patches less than two feet in width, or on which the vibratamper will
more than cover the entire pavch, is inadequate on any larger patch, as it is
impossible to control the vibrating screed, which has a tendency to dig on one
edge or the other and will not maintain an even olane in tamping, resulting in

. a patch full of corrugations. An attempt was made to rerake the surface of the
large patch and to smooth up with fresh material the corrugations developed by
the vibratamper, and final compaction was obtained by rolling with a loaded truck.
The resulting repair job, while slightly rough, has eliminated the hazardous
condition previously developed.

,

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the balance of the
Sand Lake Roads, although favorable weather through the month permitted a mininum
of maintenance.

d. Glenn Highway.

Routine maintenance consisting of cleaning ditches, removing rocks
|

from the roadway, and blading with motor grader was performed on the Glenn High-
- way between Mile 102 and Mile 124, the portion of this highway on which main-
tenance has not been assumed by the contractors.

Dardalet bolts were installed in the Peters Creek Bridge, the
aporoach was back filled, and the bridge opened to traffic the afternoon of
August 23.

An approach fill was constructed on the west end of the Matanuska
River Bridge to permit driving of piles for false work by the contractor.
Approximately 772 cubic yards of gravel were required for this purpose.

Widening of bridges on the Glenn Highway was interrupted for this
season by the wreck on August 1 of the Byers crane, which was being used for
driving piles for these bridges.

On August 19, the garage at Mile 115 burned to the ground,
destroying the Adams motor grader No. 1280, a small compressor, surdry small
tools, and numerous items of minor engineering equipment.

‘es. Anchorage Depot.

Work at the depot consisted of installing concrete floors and
hanging the doors in the warm storage building.

r.
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Necessary repairs were performed in the Anchorage shop to put
the Byers Crane back in operation on August 19, and this equipment was used
as a dragline in the depot yard during the balance of the month, excavating
new drainage ditches from the septic tank.

f£. Anchoraze Asvhalt Plant.

The plant was in routine operation during the month, with the:
plant crew painting the entire tank farm installation during their spare time.

g. Valley Roads.

Brushing and ditching was accomplished on 2 miles and spot
gravelling on 4 miles of the fishook Road, Route 35—B, between ‘‘asilla ard
Fishook Junction. Brush was removed and adequate drainage ditches constructed
on an additional 2 miles of Route 35-G. The line change eliminating eight
sharp reverse curves on Route 35-H, between Palmer and ‘iasilla, was completed
during the month, with approzimztely 100,000 cubic yards of excavation being
made to effect this improvement. The Cottonwood Creek Bridge at the mouth of
Wasilla Lake was redecked with materials salvaged from the old Peters Creek
Bridge.

Three-24"" x 30' corrugated metal culverts were installed on
Route 35-J to improve the drainege situation on this route.

Maintenance was performed with motor graders on all other Valley
Roads, which kept them in good condition throughout the month.

h. Mountain Roads.

Favorable weather made it possible to keep the Mountain Roads
in good condition with a minimum of grader maintenance.

,

i. Sterling Highway.

Work on the Sterling Highway consisted of regrading and wideningfills which had subsided through swampy areas, placing pit run gravel surfacing,
and crushed rock surfacing. Pit run surfacing was placed on a total of 7.5
miles of road, completing this phase of the work over the entire route; am
crushed rock surfacing was placed on 4.0 miles ot roadway.

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the remainder
of the route.

weary
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j. Flat Roads.

General maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the month.
fhe bridges at Mile 3 and across the Miscovich Mine ditch on Route 33-F collapsed
under a heavily loaded zravel truck. The bridge at Mile 3 was repaired; the one
over the ditch was removed and the ditch back filled as the mine operator is
reconstructing the ditch in a new location. Upon completion of the construction
of the new ditch, this bridge will be replaced at the new location.

cs
One of the old Gat warehouse buildings at Flat was secured from

war surplus and is being moved to the Flat maintenance station site to be used
as a warm storage building.

k. Takotna Roads.

Work was completed on the grading, ditching and gravelling of the
Little Creek Road during the month. Heavy gravelling was olaced through the
Gaines Creek flats between Takotna and Ophir, and brushing and ditching was
underway between Little Creek and Opnir at the end of the month. itiaintenance
witn graders kept the read between Takotna and Sterling Landing in fair condition
throughout the month.

1. Dillingham Roads.

The fill across the swamp at the ijood River gravel pit showed
considerable subsidance during the early sunmer, and a new culvert was installed
and this fill raised approximately 2 feet. Spot gravelling was accomplished
between Picketts and i/indmill Hil], and two small nills on the Wood River Road
were cut back on flat slopes to eliminate a serious snow drifting condition
which has recurred every winter. Bridges were repaired at the creek crossing
by the ‘food River gravel pit and at tne PAF pine line crossing.

Metal siding on the rear of the new garage was extended to the
ground to eliminate serious leaking on this portion of the building, and the
garage was wired for electricity and electric lights installed.

m. Bethel Roads.

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sand to the new road,
Route 924B. It was found that approximately 1,000 feet of this road was
routed over ground which had been thawed from 6 to 20 feet deev, requiring
placing of exceptionally heavy cordoruy, and more sand fill than had been
anticipated through this area,
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Maintenance with the drag grader kept the balance of the Bethel

roads
in fair condition throughout the month.

n. Kodiak Roads.
The unusually dry weather prevailing during the month permitted

the Kodiak roads to be kent in excellent condition with a minimum of main-
tenance.

The break water at kission Beach was completed, and clearing,
stripping and grading for the garage building was

underway
at the end of

themonth.

oO. Jliamna Roads.

No york was accomplished on the Jliamna roads during August.

p. Talkeetna Roads.

Work was completed on the Petersville end of the road with the
repair of the bridge at Bluell's, and the camp was moved to Talkeetna Landing
early in the month. Gravelling between

orado-?
and Moose Creek was in progress

at the end of the month. Crero

Gs McKinley Park Roads.

Rain and small floods which occurred early in the month caused
wash outs and slides at Mile 9 and Mile 11. Wash outs were quickly repaired
although small slides recurred throughout the month. Rains also caused slides
between Mile 45 - 46, Mile 53, and between Mile 63 - 68. Sridges at Mile 3.5
and Mile 20.4 were canpleted, approaches back filled, and bridges opened to
traffic diring the month. The bridge crew was moved to the Savage River camp
on the 9th, and work was underway on the bridge at Mile 19.4 at the end of the
month, Bridge construction has been delayed by lack of a boiler of sufficiet
steam capacity to keep the pile driver operating; heavy boulders encountered
in the stream bed also retarded progress. The line change at Mile 12.8 was
graded and gravel surfaced, and 380 cubic yards of gravel was hauled to the
National Park Service water supply.

A line revision between Mile ll.l-and 11.3 was staked and cross-
sectioned, and a contour map of the overflow area is being prepared, from which
studies of the bridge site and channel change can be made,

Yr. Cantwell Roads e

Clearing and stripping was accomplished on 2.5 miles of Route 76-C
during the month, with this phase of work now canpleted to Mile 20. Grading was

-~5-«
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completed on 5 miles of
road,

with a total of 11.4 miles of grading completed
to date.

Concrete foundatszons and floors were poured for the generator
building, and tne floor of the 20' x 60! warehouse was poured, The mess hall-
dormitory is now 80% completed,with further progress on the garage building
nalted pending receipt of electric wire, insulation, and radiant heat piping.

The advance location party under Locating Zngineer Grammer moved
ahead to a new camp at Chief Creek, 14 miles east of Brusnkana Creek, on the27th.

Relocation was completed between Mile 21.5 and Mile 27, and the
survey party under Mr. Evancoe moved to Windy on the 30th.

s. Homer Roads,

Gravelling was accomplished on a portion of the Diamond Ridge
Road, from a pit located at iiile 8 on the Sterling Highway, with routine main-
tenance performed on the balance of the Homer roads during the month.

t. Farm Roads.

An additional two miles of roadway were cleared, stripped and
graded on the Campbell Airfield System, completing this portion of the Farm
Road construction program. ‘iork was commenced on the construction of O'Malley
Road, extending from Potter road easterly 4.0 miles, with the entire 4 miles
cleared, stripped and grading completed on 1.5 miles. Clearing and stripping
was accomplished on 1.0 miles of the Dowling Road, which will connect the
southerly terminus of the new Camobell airstrip System with Potter Road.
Grading of 0.2 miles of this road was completed during the monih.

Reconstruction of the old Kasilof Road was completed during the
month, with 3.6 miles cleared, stripped and graded. The road to the Webb and
Ramsdell homesteads was constructed for a total of 1.6 miles, and the road from
the Sterling Highway to Skilak Lake completed for 1.0 mile.

2. By Contract.

‘as Glenn A.

Seal coat was aoplied to the pavement between the Fort Richardson
east gate and Chugiak, and between iiile 0 and the west gate to Fort Richardson,
Sealing of the partion through the base was deferred until late in the month
pending determination of the efficacy of the corrective measures taken to eliminate
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bleeding of the pavement within the Fort. The project was 97% completed at
the end of the month.

be. Glenn B-1, Contract T-arc-/,161.

Grading and crushed rock surfacing has been completed on this
project to Kile 85 and between Mile 100 and Mile 102. Pavement has been
laid to Mile 84 and the crushed rock surfacing primed to iiile 85. Grading
was underway between ifile 85 and Mile 86, and between Mile 97 and Mile 100
at the end of the month. No paving was in progress during the last week of
the month, as the contractor was moving his hot plant to a new setup at Mile 94.

Engineering work on the final profile, grades and construction
X~sections was practically completed by the end of the month, with setting of
slope stakes and final grade stakes in progress as needed. Office engineering
work on the final design was 75% completed at the end of the month.

ce. Glenn 2-2, Contract I-are—4211. / é

No work was performed by the contractor on this project during
-the month, with engineering forces continuing on

slope staking and the prepa-
ration of design.

d. Harehouse Addition, Contract I-arc-4272.

Work performed on the jarehouse Addition during the month con-
sisted of completing installations of the heating and electrical rough-in,
the stairway from the second to the third floor, and the exterior siding.

Work in progress at the end of the month consisted of installing
the roof ,drainage system and installing insulation in the ceiling.

. The Plumbers! strike has delayed completion of this addition,
and the contractor has requested a 30-day extension of time.

e. Bridges, Contract T-arce—427h:

The Peters Creek Bridge was completed and opened to traffic
during the month. Ten bents were driven for false wrk on the Matanuska
River Bridge, and structural steel was being placed on this bridge at the
end of the month.

. The contractor,for the Savage River Bridge, Contract-I-arc-4284,
moved in and set up a camp and began excavation for the concrete footings and
retaining walls. A pile driver was set up late in the month and work was begun
driving piles for piers of this bridge.

-T
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3. Weather.

Temperatures during August have been normal, with little rain,
and cloudy weather predcminating.

4e Miscellaneous.

Mr. G. M. Tapley, Chief, gingineering Division, Mr. Thoralf Rivines,
Materials Engineer, and kr. Harry Bates, Safety Engineer, arrived in Anchorage
Thursday, August 17. Mr. Bates proceeded to Fairbanks on Friday, August 18
and Mr. Tapley returned to Juneau on Saturday, August 19 after inspection of
jobs in the Anchorage area.

CEA: ntm

Libellous
Wn. J. MLemi ,
District mmgineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress reportfor July 1950, Anchorage District, <

Anchoraze, Alaska,

a.. Anchorage Roads.
|

Roads in the Anchorage area were keot in excellent condition
throughout the month by maintenance with motor graders,

Rains during the latter part of the month raised the flow of
Shin Creek and started erosion of the toe of the north aporoach to the
Post Foaa Bridge, It has been

necessary
to haul material to fill heles

which developed at this point of weakness, and it is planned to lower the
bridge bulkhead to remedy this condition.

b. Potter Road,

The work of fillins sags which developed during tne winter
continued through the month, and crushed rock surfacing was placed on the a
4.5 miles which had previously been regraded., Approximately 2,800 cubic <
yards of crush rock surfacing were placed, and an additionel 4 miles of .

roadway regreded, aintenance with motor grader was performed on the
balance of the Potter Poad through the month,

{E
e

“s
~

Cc, Sand Lake and Sand iake Loop Road,

Cn the Sand Lake. Loop Road between Potter Poad and the Campbell
Creek crossing considerable settlezent has occurred through the swampy
area, Gravel fill was placed through this area to bring the road to grade,
and spot gravelling was accomplished. on several other low spots on the
remainder of the Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop. Roads, Maintenance with
motor graders kept the route in good condition throughout the month,

a, Glenn Highway,

Maintenance on the Glenn Highway hss been essuned by the con~
tractors from Anchorage to Mile 102, work performed on this route through
the month consisted of repairing a small slip at the west end of the Hlutna
River bridge, resetting the rocker bearing at the southeast end of the Mooss
River bridge and installing permanent traffic signs,

Yeast
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Concrete aggregates for the construction of the abutments
of the Peters Creek bridge were hauled to the site by government forces
during the month,

Widening of narrow bridges on the Glenn Highway contimed
throughout the month, with the bridges completed to Mile 114.

The bridge painting crew completed painting of the super
structure of the Knik River bridge, and tightening of the bolts and
spot painting of bolt heads on the sub structure of spans 1 and 5,

Maintenance, consisting of digging out and regravelling frost
boils as they occurred, crd blading with motor grader, was accomplished
during the month between Mile 102 and: iile 124, the nortion of the Glenn
Highway on which the contractor has not commenced construction operations.

e, Anchorage Depot.

The work in the Anchorage Depot consisted of pouring the con~
crete base for the storage racks in the warm storage building, and the
erection of storage racks, ;

¢

f. Anchorage Asvhalt Flant,

The gravel fill placed on the Standard O11 Company property
to permit a direct truck approach to the weighing scales has croven to
be very satisfactory and no further trouble with the scales is anticipated,
A gate was installed across this apcroach fill during the month, to comply
-with the terms of the agreement with the Standard Oil Company.

;

’ The Asphalt Plant crew worked at spare times during the month
scraping rust from the pipe lines and tanks, prepatory to painting the
entire tank installation,

& Valley Mads,

Brushing and ditching was accomplished on 6 miles of Route 35H
and 2 wiles-of Route 35~G during the month. ‘Work was commenced on 2 line
change eliminating a series of eight sharp reverse curves in a distance of
approximately 3/4 of a mile, on the Palmer-Wasilla road, Route 35-H, with
the entire distance cleared and stripped of a heavy growth of birch and
spruce. Grading of the line change was approximately 60% completed, with
good gravel encountered in all cuts, ‘ork of rehabilitating the Knik Road
was completed during the month, A411 soft spots which give the most trouble
during the scoring break-up were removed and back filled with gravel, and
gravelling was completed on the remainder of the route, Adequate drainage
ditches were constructed, and culverts installed, which should prevent
recurrence of the prohibitive spring maintenance customary to this route.
A total of 35 ft. of 30 in., 418 ft. of 18 in., and 34 ft. of 15 in. of
corrugated metal pipe culvert were installed, In several places where
serious snow drifting has occurred in the past, the road bed was raised
to correct the condition.
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Two car loads of bridge tinber intended for replacement of
bridges on Valley and Mountain roads were unloaded and stored in the ware=
house at Wasilla,

Maintenance with motor graders was performed on the
remainder

of .

the Valley Roads through the month,

h, Mountain Roads.
Routine maintenance consisting of repairing washouts, removing

emall slides, cleaning ditches and culverts, end blading the road bed kept
the Mountain Roads in good condition throughout the month,

i. . Sterling Highway.
-

Regrading and widening of fills which had settled through the
winter. was accomplished on 7 miles of the Sterling Highway between Ninilchik
and Kasilof. Gravel sub base wes placed between Mile 73 and Mile 82, completion
of which permitted opening ths highway to traffic between Xenai and Tomer,
Three miles of the highway were surfaced with crushed rock, and approximately
5,000 cuble yards of crushed rock surfacing were stockpiled.

Installation of the decking and hand rails was completed on the

U
Kenai River and Moose River bridges, with painting completed on the Kenai

ed

River bridge. The hand reils on the Moose River bridge were provided with

iv
coats of yellow paint,

The Gruendler crushing plant, from which the crushed rock sure

|

rated capacity or the plant is 60 cubic yards per hour, while the maximum
production obtained to date has been 35 cubic yards per hour, yon this rate

’ could not be sustained without sumerous breakdowns, which has resulted in aa
_

average production rate for the month of less than 25 cubic yards per hour,
Production costs of crushed rock surfacing have proven so excessive that
operation of thia equipment has been discontinued,MW

(a was produced, has proven entirely unsatisfactory in cperation, The

J. Flat Roads.

Repairs to the bridges and culverts which had been washed out
by ‘the floods which occurred late in June were completed and roads renddred
passodle again early in the month, General maintenance work consisting of
cleaning ditches, removing slides and regravelling all washouts was accomplished,
with the roads reuaining passable and in fair condition throughout the month,

k. Takotna Roads,

A petition accompanied by several lotters signed by residents and
miniag men in the Ophir area expressing dissatisfaction with the condition of
the roads and of the ARC policies, in the Takotna-Ophir area, was received in
the District Office early in the month, Investigation by the District Engineer’ @isclosed that many of the persons signing the petition were not aware of the

“~~
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nature of its contents, nor of the fact that the several derogatory letters
were being attached to and made a part of the petition, The general sentinent
expressed by the great majority of the people contacted was that noticeable
improvement hag been made on the roads in the Takotna area during the past
two years, and that the nature of the statemonts in the letters was entirely
unwarranted.

Work performed during the month sonsisted of reditching and
proving drainage conditions on the TakotnaOphir road, and -eplacement of the
old bridge acrees Anvil Creek, Considerable regrading wes accomplished on
Little Creek road which restored this portion of the route to good condition.
Maintenance with the graders was performed on the Sterling Landing Read, which
kept this road in good condition throughout the month,

1. Dillingham Roads.

Reutine maintenance with the motor grader kept the Dillingham roads
in good condition during the month, Construction of the new air field runway,
which crosaes the present road, required rebuilding of the portion of the
route between Klondyke Creek and the air field. fhe location of the new road
lies through a dense growth of birch and small spruce, with heavy clearing and
ditching required, This work was completed during the month, providing a
section of road of a considerable higher standard than the old road,

The road across the awamp between the gravel pit and Squaw Creek
bridge was raised evproximately a foot, providing a level approach to the
deck of the bridge, Regravelling of the portion of the road from the new
air field to the hospital was started late in the month,

Be Bethel Rosds.

; Construction was completed on the new road, Route 92-AB, during
the month, Routine maintenence, stypplemented with occasional loads of sand
fill kept the balance of the Bethel Roads in good shape.

The investigation for a new source of sand fill material has proven
dQLeeppointing, the most promising ridge on which it was hoped to find a new
supply proving to be nothing but the customary silt.

n.. Kodisk Roads,

Work at Kodiak during the ménth consisted principally in hauling
rock riprep for the Mission Beach breakwater, Approximately 150 feet of
retaining wall, reQuiring approximately 400 cubic yards cf riprap material
was constructed, with back f111 completed behind the bulk head,

Ditches were cleaned and several culverts installed on the
Mission Beach road, which kept in fair condition throughout the month,

wo
deo
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o, Illiamna Road,

Widening of the roadway through the rock bluff section was continued
during the month, The road was kept passable although continuous heavy rains
during the latter part of ths month slowed all work considerably and made
adequate maintenance difficult. Trouble with the old 30 Tractor contributed
to the difficulty encountered in the repair and regrading of the road.

p. Talkeetna Roads.

Read work on Talkeevae roads sonsisted of graveliing soft spote as
they developed, clearing small slides, cleaning ditches and culverts, and grading
with the grader, which kept the roads in good condition during the mnth,

G@. McKinley Park Roads.

. Roads in the park were kept in good condition throughout the month,
although heavy freishting by the Caribou Mines developed a number of soft svots
between Mile 69 and Mile 87. Gravel was hauled to these as thay developed, and
several low spots and small wash outs were filled and widened, <A heavy rain
early in the month raised the Toklat River, causing 4 threat to the road along
the west bank, A few hours work with the bull dover diverted the main flow back
into the center channel of the stream, Little damage waa done by the water, and
the fow small wash outs which occured were repaired by hauling material secured
from small slides in the vicinity, The road to the Kantishna Air Field, and the
Wonder Lake cute~off were ger:ded, which put them in excellent condition, Ditches
were cleaned and rediked to Mile 37, and the unver Igloo Creek channel doepened
to prevent formation of glacidrs om the road, By the end of the month all roads
had been regravelled and graded, and were in excellent condition,

-

The survey party under Locating Engineer Grammer completed location
of the line between Carlo and the McKinley Park Hotel, and the party transferred
to Cantwell at the end of the month, The survey Barty undér Resident Engineer
Ruoff. completed staking the bridge locations at Mile 3.5 and Mile 12,8, with
crose=section completed for ths culvert at Mile 15,7 and the bridge at Mile 19,5,
All materials for the bridges. which area being constructed by eovernucnt forces
have been received and stored at the various bridge sites, The old bridge at
Mile 3.5 was dismantled and salvable material stock piled at the Savage River
camp, Piles for the abutments of this bridge were being driven at the end of
the nonth,

A contract for the erection of the Savage River bridgs was iet to
the Breeden and Sith Construction Company during the month, and this bridges.
was ataced on the ground according to the plans, -

Mr. Thoralf Rivines, Materials Enrineer, and Mr, Lee D& Lude,
District Materiales Esgineer, made an investigation of the McKinley Park area .

for the purpose of locating a source of satisfactory aggregates for the concrete
required in the construction of the various bridges to be built in the Park.

Bu
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No deposit of sufficient magnitude to meet the requirements was discovered, and
it is planned to ship aggregates from Pairbankg to fulfill the needs for this
season, Investigation will be continued in an attempt to develop a lecal source
of aggregates before the next construction season,

Te Cantwell Roadga, .

Clearing and stripping of the Cantwell-Paxson road was completed
4% Mile 17,5, with grading 35% completed to Hile 14, Grading has been 100%
completed on a total of 6,3 niles of road between these linits, The survey
party under Resident Engineer Joes has completed relocation of the aligament
te Mile 21.5.

‘
Work on the baildings in the depot atea continued, wth the 20! = 60!

warehouse, the warehouse platform and storage shed completed. ‘The bunkhouse vas
framed, roofed and sheeted, with the electrical and plumbing rough-in underway
at the end of toe month. Framing was completed on the 40' x 100' garage, with
roofing and siding underway,

e. Homer Raads, .

Work on Homer roads consisted of reditching and regreding the Cressman
Ridge road, widening approximately ,35 of a mile on the rin of the Hast Fill road
and grading the road to the CA/e7EF site. Routine maintenance, consisting of
erevelling soft spots in the lower roads and blading with the motor grader, was
performed on the balance of the Homer roads during the month,

Col. John R, Noyes, Commissioner of Roads for Alaska, eccompanied hy
William J, Niemi, District Engineer, Anchorage ,Diatrict, conducted an ope»
meeting at Homer on Friday, July 7, for the purpose of dsternining the local
opinion of the relative importence of roads in the Homer area, Much valucble
information was secured as a result of this meeting,

t. Farm Roads,
Work was continued on the Casmbell Air Field system through the month.

The roai connecting with the existing 0il Well road was completed, which would

have provided access to this area from either the North or the West, This road

was no more than completed when the military euthorities installed a locxsd gate
and prohibited use of the road inside the military reservatioa, refusing to

ine
stall a guard station at thia point of ingress, This necessitated the construction
of an additional 3 siles of road, connecting with the Airport Heights road, to

provide adequate access.

A total of 6,0 niles of road was cleared and stripped, 6.5 miles were

graded and 3,2 miles were gravel surfaced in this system during the month,

In the Kenai area, 3,0 miles of tho Old Kasilof Local Road were clearad,
stripped and graded between the Sterling Highway and Kasitof.

~be0

“|
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2. By Contract,

a. GilenmdA,

Paving was completed on this contract during the month between
Anchorage and Chugiak, and the amall sections which had failed during the
spring break-up between Palmer and the Knik River bridge were excavated, back
filled with select material and paved, Sealecoat was avplied on the pavement
between Chugiak and Palmer, Coutinuous rough weather in the latter part of
the month has prevented further progress of the seal coating cperation,

In an attempt to remedy the blecding condition which has developed
in the najor portion of the pavement laid through Fort Richardson, hot chips
were spread and rolled into the soft surface. This work was limited in extent
to the few warm days which occurred during the month, and it is

duestionable4f satisfactory results will be obtained oy this method,

Finishing of the shoulders and drainage ditches, and general clean-up
was underway at the end of the month.

be Gisnn Hishway Bel,

Grading has been completed on this contract from Mile 48 to Mils 81
and fron Mile 95 to Kile 102, with work in progress between Mile 21 end Mile 95
at the end of the month, Gravel base course has been completod to Mile 79, with
subegrade processed and MO-2 prime coat applied to Milo 77, and RC=3 asphalt
pavement laid to Mile 75, with the exception of a 0,5 mile sectisa at Mile 71,
the site cf the contractor's crusher set-up. This section will de completedafter the contractor has finished all his crushing operations,

—

Ce Glean Highvay Bez.
The contractor has not yet ‘vegan any construction cperations on this

portion of the Glenn Highway, Engineering work, consisting of teking prelininery
cosatruction crose-soctions in the field and preparation of final design in the
offica, was continued through the month.

ad Anchorsge-Spenard Roads,

Paving was completed on this contract during the month, with seal
coat applied, drainage system completed and shoulders

Tiniehed.
Final clean-up

was underway at the end of the month,

ee. Warehorse Addition,

Erection of structural steel, rough-in of electrical work and plumbing
installation, and the wall and roof sheeting were completed by the end of the
month, with installation of finish siding well underway. Installation of finish
plumbing may be

delayed vy the present strike of the Plumbers and Steam-fitters
Union, /

ote .

—
_
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f, Bridges.

Work on the Patere Creek bridge during the month consisted of
pouring the concrete for the south abutment, erecting the steel span, and
pouring the conerete slab deck and curbs, Considerable trouble was encountered
with the Dardalet bolts specified for this bridge, and will require the use
of longer bolts than those specified, to secure a tight fitting bolt. The

*

required bolts have been ordered, and opening of the bridge to traffic will
be postponed until their installation,

No work was performed on the Matannskea River bridge, pending arrival
ef the steel for its erection...

3, Weather,

Texperetures during July have been normal, with rain and cloudy
weather predominating throughout the month, The raine which have oeccurred,
however, have not been of sufficient intensity to cause any serious damage

_
or delays. .

4, Miscollargoug,

Col. John R, Noyes, Commissioner of Roads for Alaeka, arrived in
Anchorage from Homer on Saturday, July 8, returning te Juneau on Thursday,.
July 13, ;

Mr. G. M. Tepley, Chief, Enginoering Division, arrived in Anchorage
from Cantwell on Thursday, July 13, leaving for Glenallen on Friday, July 14,

Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Cateof Engineer, arrived in Anchorage on Monday,
daly 24, preceeding to Glenallen on Tuesday, July 25.

. - Mr, Harry Bates, Safety Engineer, arrived in Anchorage on Thursday,
July 27, and returned te Juneau Saturday, July 29.

. District Engineer
CEAinta ,

:

J. feni,
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for June, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska,

L,

@ Anchorage Roads.

Light intermittent reins throughout the month made it possible
to keep the local roads in excellent condition with a minimum of routine
grader maintenance,

Mr. Aw Fe Chiglione
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

July 5, 1950

be Potter Road.

Work on Potter Road consisted of gravelling to grade the fills
which had subsided during the winter and spring months, preparatory to
placing crushed rock surfecing . More than 13,000 eubic yards of pit run
gravel were required to bring approximately 6.5 miles of roadway to grade.

Ce Sand Leaks Road,

The Sand Lake and Sand Lake Loop Roads remained in excellent
condition during the month, and only routine grader maintenance was performed.

a Glenn Highway.

Maintenance on Section-A of the Glenn Highway consisted of
removing the two snow slides which covered the highway at mile 37. The
first slide occurred on June 5. The truck mounted quick-way shovel at
Palmer was moved to the site, and the roadway opened to traffic within
two hours after the slide occurred, with approximately 600 cubic yards of
snow and rock deoris removed from the roadway prism.

An unprecedented slide. occurred on the evening of June 19,
covering the roadway to a depth of 12 to 20 feet.. It was necessary to
move equipment down from the 88 mile camp and from the Anchorsge Garage,
to attack this slide from both sides. Traffic was held up for approximately
seven hours, while more than 1400 yards of snow and rock debris were
removed to clear the highway.

unter’. Construction Company commenced construction on the
Peters Creck bridge on June 15, and traffic was detoured around the old
road on June 20. It was necessary to remove slurfed rock with the

"

BY Government Forces.

35/83



Mr. Chiglione , - July 5, 1950 - p.2

motor grader before traffic: could utilize this road. The two small
bridges were inspected before traffic was detoured, and posted for five
tons safe load. idhile the motor grader was in the vicinity to clear the
Peters Creek Detour, a round trip was made over the road to Eklutna Lake
to clear sluffed rock and smooth the roadway. The one trip put this
road in excellent cordition.

>The big rock slide on Pioneer Peak was intermittently active
throughout the month, and although no single slide of major proportion
occurred, the toe of the accumulated talus is gradually progressing toward
the highway, with occasional large boulders rolling dangerously Par down
the slope. Fortunately, the majority of the rodk material is of a com-
paratively soft nature and the larger boulders are disintegrated by im-
pact against the heavy rock talus at the 50e of the slide. Warning signs
are being left in place.

The small crew painting the Knik Bridge under Foreman Ed. Ueeck,
has completed cleaning, spot painting, and painting of bolt heads; and
has completed the first coat of aluminum paint on span #6 and approximately
50 % of span le Eigh winds and rain squalls in the bridge area have
prevented this crew from working at maximum efficiency.

Maintenance was accomplished throughout the month on Section Be2,
on which Babler Bros. and Rogers Construction Company, the contractor has
not yet commenced operations; and on the portions of Section Bel on which
the contractor, McLaughlin Construction Company, has done no work, The
operations of the latter company have progressed sufficiently that they
will assume maintenance of the entire section Bel on July 1. The work
accomplished consisted of blading with motor graders, cleaning,culverts,
removing several small mud slides, and spot gravelling frost boils which
appeared on Section Beg and the upper portion of Section B-l.

@. Anchorege Nepat.

The 4th Avenue extension into the Depot area was greded and
paved during the month, and a parking area was paved adjacent to the ware=
house. Concrete block foundations were pladed for the new warm storage
building; alterations on the old warehouse building being convertsd to
this purpose are approximately 50% completed, with the building now

placed on the concrete block foundation.

‘The Bailey Bridge which was stored at the depot for emergencies,
was recalled by the military, and was returned to Fort Richardson during
the month.

Surplus materials consisting of various office and engineering
stationery, and supplies, and 200 steel drums, were picked up from the
Fort Richardson salvage yard and moved into the depot.
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f. Anchorage Asphalt Plant.

Due to the sharp angle of the appreach to the truck weighing
scales at the Asphalt Plant, requibing the trucks to drive over the con=
crete foundation and doncentrate their loads on one corner of the scale,
considerable difficulty has been encountered in maintaining an accurate
scale. To remedy this condition, an acreement was made with the Standard
Oil Company under which we were pernitted to construct a gravel fill on
Standard Oil property directly opposite the scales. This allows the
asphalt trucks to back on to the fill and make a direct approach to thescale.

& Valley Roads.

On.Route:.35-H;::-Palmer-\jasilla Road, soft spots which were
marked during the spring breac-up were dug out and back filled with gravel.
Several other areas where the roadway was depressed below the natural
ground level, causing snow drifting to occur dufing the winter, were raised
by gravel fill.to a heizht sufficient to permit the snow to be blown across
the roadway. <A total of approximately 6,300 yards of gravel was utilized
in back filling soft spots and raising the filis on this road. Brushing
of the roadside area was also accomplished on 6 miles of this route.

Qn Route 75-L, Clark Road, several soft spots were also dug
out, and back filled. Gravel for tois purpose was secured from new pits
located on Lazy Mountain, with a total of 450 yards being used.

Routing maintenance was performed with motor graders on the
Dalance of the Valley Roads during the month.

A carload of craosoted piling, destined for bridge replece-
ment in the Valley area, was unloaded at Wasilla, and stored tempmrarly
in the warehouse.

hb Mountain Roads.

Several small washouts occurred on the Lucky Shot*.jillow Road,
which were filled; and routine maintenance was performed on the balance
of the Mountain Roads during the month.

1. Sterling Highway,

A total of 2.3 miles of raad was graded between Mile 71 and
Mile 91 during the month, which completes the grading of Route55-C except
for heavy fwegrading between Mile 64 and Homer, and light Pograding& from.
Mile 1 to Mile 64 which will be required due to differential settlement
of fills. Pit-run gravel base was

completed
on 8,0 miles of roadway

between these sane linits, with approximately 22,000 cubic yards of gravel
required to conplete the fills, and gravel sub-base throush this ares.
Completion of the grading on this portion permits vehicular t
drive clear throuzh to Homer. However, the ordinary tourist and sight-
seer traffic is being; kept off the road and only those vehicles with
legitimate business are being permitted to go through.

= Sea
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The crusher operated continuously during the month, with 8,000
cubic yards of crushed material being stockpiled. Routine maintenance was
performed pn the balance of the high way throughout the month.

Flat Roads.

Routine maintenance was performed on Flat Roads during the
early part of the month, consisting of cleaning ditches and culverts and
spotegravelling soft spots as they developed.

Late in the month torrential rains occurred which damaged
two bridges on Route 33-0. The bridge at the edge of town vas come
pletely washed out, but it was possible to salvage the greater part of
the material, from wich this bridge was reoullt. The approach fill to
the bridge at Lille 2.5 was washed out, and washouts occurred at several
other locations, including one culvert on Route 35=F at Discovery.

The new equipment was received during the month, with the
exception of the front end loader. Lack of this piece of equipment
is proving to be a serious hkadicap in repairing the flood damage,

ke Takotna Roads.

Due to military contract, installations in the vicinity of the
Candle Airstrip, the first work performed on the Takotna Roads consisted of
preparing the portion of the road between Sterling Landins and the airstrip
for the heavy hauling anticipated. Brushing and ditching was accomplished
on 8 miles of the routs between Tatalina Bridge and Sterling Lending, and
the two mile section form the Landing to the top of the grade was re=
gravelled. <A number of frost boils were Aug out and spot cravelled,
approximately 800 cubic yards of gravel being used for this purpose.

Representatives from the district office made a tour of
inspection of roads in the Takotna area early in the month, and sound
the roads in generally fair cogdition, although portions of Route S2-G
were at that time too soft to accomodate heavy heuling. However, in
a discussion with Mr. Strandberg of the Strandberg Mining Corporation,
it was mentioned that he considered the roads to be in very good condition
for that time of the season,

The bridge across Spruce Creel:on Route 38-D was found to
be wrecked from over loading in tha

hauling
of mining equipment with

temporary repairs made.
.

The Gaines Creek Road, Route 38-H, was still blocked by
numerous snow slides; however, the miners in the Gaines Creek area have
constructed a shorter route down Gaines Creek, intersecting Route 38=D
near the mouth of the creek,

Two new culverts were installed on Route 38-D to improve
the local drainage.
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1. Dillingham Roads,

Early in the month the fill at Klondike Creek was raised and
widened, and surfaeed with approximately 150 yds. of gravel. Gravel sur-
facing was also applied on several of the worst spots between Scandinavia
Creek and the hospital. :

New Equinvment arrived in good condition on the 12th of June.
A trailer has been constructed, using the front axles from old surveyed
Model B trucks, and the new welder mounted, mating a mobile unit out of this
piece of equipment.

Repairs were completed on the D-7 tractor, with all equip-
ment being painted during the month.

Considerable rain fell during the mbhddle and latter part
of the month, but it was possible to keep the roads in a passable condition
during: this period; and advantage was taken of the rainy weather to ,

accomplish repairs and painting of equipment.

Me Bethel Roads.

The roads at Bethel were kept in good condition during the
month by dragging with an improvised drag made from a heavy I~beam structural
steel section, which works bettar on the sandy material of thase roads than the
blade grader. Sand was hauled from the pit at the beach, and low spots
filled. The road through the main part of town was widened in several
places, to provide more adequate parking and turning space.

The new equipment was unloaded on the 17th and 18th,
and it was found that some danage had been done to the traxcavator cable
and hoist frame. Repairs wre made and equipment put to work loading
sand for the new road to the lake. The right of way was cleared and
corduryoed for one mile of this new road, and sand fillcplaced on
approximately one half mile.

ne Bull River Road, Route 95-A.

A small crew under Foreman Ed. Ueeck spent the week of June 9th
through the 24th protecting our investment in this route. Ditches were
Cleared, brush removed, and culverts cleaned between the railroad and the
mine. Three round trips of the motor grader put this section of road
in fair dondition.

©. Kodiak Roads.

Maintenance was performed on Kodiak Roads dwring the month,
Soft spots and chuck holes on the Mission and Mill Bay roads were spot
gravelled with all roads kept in fair condition during the month.

a= 5 «
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Pe -Tiiamna Roads.
{Route 48-iIliamna Bay~-iIliamna Lace)

A compressor and drill steel were shipped to iIliamma early
in the month and work, consisting of drilling and blasting the rocky points

, and removing sluffed rock from the roadway section, has continued through
the month. Ditches and culverts were cleaned and several small slides removed.

Qe Talkeetna Roads.

A small crew under Foreman Mulvaney proceeded to Talkeetna
on the 5th of June and commenced work opening the road from Talkeetna to
Cache Creek and the Peters Creek Hines. iWork in general consisted of
cleaning ditches and citlverts, and clearing slides.

Ye McCinley Park Roads and Surveys.

Snow removal was completed to Kantishna on June 4th. Slides
were-removed from the section between Mile 67 and Mile 68, and gravelling
completed between Mile24 and lille 60, with several small washes, soft spots,
and subsided areas filled between Mile 62 and Mile 88. By the end of ths
month the road was dry and in good condition except for a few sags and soft

. spots between Nile 60 and 88. Temporary repairs were: made to the
vridgesat Uile 5.6, 15.5, and Mile 19.5; lumber and piling for the new
bridges at these locations has arrived and been stored at thesites,.

The rock crusher tas delivered from Fairbanks during the month.

A survey party under 8. A. Ruoff, Resident Engineer, proceeded
from Anchorage to the perk on Lionday, June 19th. Preliminary surveys were
completed for tha re-location of the bridges at Mile 5.5 and Mile 12.8,
with final projection made and location staked for the bridge at Mile 5.5.
Plans have been prepared for this portion of the work, and submitted to
the Park Service for approval.

“Se Cantwell Roads and Survevs.

The road crew working in Cantwell completed 5.5 miles of
clearing and stripping durin the month , with 2.3 miles of road graded
from Cantwell past the permanent camp site. Foundation for the new
boiler was laid out, with concrete scheduled to be poured the first part
or guly. ,

Surveys of the cemp site have been completed with building
sites and access roads laid out. A survey of the recreational area
designed by Col. Noyes was underway at the end of the month.

~ 6 =
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t. Homer Roads)

Maintenance was performed with motor greders on the Homer
roads during the month, which kept them in passable condition. Lud holes
which developed during the intermittent rains, occuring throughout the
month at Homer, were spot gravelled,.

An inspection trip is being planned early in July by
Col. Noyes, Commissioner of Roads, and District Engineer Niemi, at which
time a public meeting will be held to discuss the road situation in the
Homer area.

Ue Farm Roads.
Work was continued on the Campbell Airfield loop system

during the month, with cleerirg and stripping completed on 1.5 miles
and grading accomplished on 3.0 miles.

A gravel crew commenced operations early in the month
constructing the Campbell station Toad,

with 1.0 miles cleared, stripped
and graded.

Grading was comploted on the Huntley Road for an additional
0.5 mile. Gravelling of the 1.5 miles of this road is heing delayed
pending installation of drainage culverts, shipment of which has not
yet been received from the states. .

York was commenced on the ‘folvering. Farm Roed with the
entire 1.0 mile being @eaned, stripped, graded, and grevel surfaced
during the month. An excellent devosit of gravel was uncovered in one
of the cuts on this road, and an easement for use of this gravel is
being secured from the owner cf the property on which thb ddpdsit occurs.

2+ By Contract.

Paving of this portion of the Glem Fighway was completed
from the Anchorage city limits to connect with the pavement laid last
month at Mountain View. Sub-srade was prepared on the remaining unpaved
portion of the contract, between the Fort Richardson east gate at liilell.6
and Mile 18.12, with MC-2 prime coat applied to Mile 16 and paving con]
pleted to Milb:29.5. Paving was completed on Fourth Avenue from the
Anchorage city limits at sast G Street to epsromimately 500 feet east of
the Ship Creek Bridge; the Fourth Avenue extension into the anchorage Depot
of the Road Commission was also paved, and a paved parking areacgonstructed
in the depot area.

~ 7 «
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de Glenn Highway Bel.

McLaughlin Constuuction Company, contractors for this section
of the Glenn Highway, are making good progress with their contract, with
88% of the unclassified excavation and 63% of the borrow excavation completed
at the end of the month. Crushed gravel subgrade has been placed to Mile 74,
and subgrade processed to mile 69.5. C-2 prime coat was applied to the
prepared subgrade to mile 69.5, and paving laid to mile 68.5.

Ce Glenn Hishway B-2.

Engineering werk on this project consisted of completing
the check levels between bench merks, completing and re-establishing
and referencing of the final location line, with office forces continuing
on final design.

No construction operations have begun on this section.,
Paving was completed on this project during tEB month. One

short section approximately 50 feet in length showed signs of distress after
Opening to traffic, and this section will be removed and replaced. Oleaning
of ditches and completion of drainage, application of seal coat, and

final
clean-up are all that remain to be done on this contract.

@. warehouse Addition.

The carpenters and electricians strike has deleyed progress on
this project during the month. Structural steel on hand has been erected,
and the work is scheduled to get into full swing now that the strike has been
settled.

f. Bridges.

Munter Construction Company has completed pouring conctete
in the abutments and pier for the Matanuska River bridge. All piling
has been driven at the Peters Creek Bridge, and the concrete poured for
the north abutment. Steel for the Peters Creek Bridge has been hauled to
the site.

Se weather.

Temperatures during June have been normal. Rains which began
early end heve continued intermittently through the month, have brought
the totel precipitation for June to above normal. No serious delays,
however, have been incurred by the rains.

Anchoragze-Spenard Road,
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4 Miscellaneous.

Colinel John R. Noyes, and Chief Mngineer Chiglione arrived
Thursday, June 15, and on friday, June 16, accompanied District Engineer Niemi
on an inspection of the ‘

Turnagainarm: Project, returning to Anchorage
Saturday, June 17.

Mr. Chiglione returned to Anchorege for a short inspection
trip on June 21.

Colonel John R. Noyes, accompanied by Mr. Harry Bates,
Sefety Engineer, and Mir. Thoralf Rivines, Materials Engineer, arrived
in Anchorage on June 26.

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEERS,

wy 20.
> Le Ae Hatchett, Ass't. District Eagizeer



U.S.DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTBR
AIASKA ROAD COLMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

June 5, 1950
Mr. A.F.Ghiglione .

Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission rmJuneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for May, 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorege, Alaska,

1. By Government Forces,

a. Anchorage Roads,
¢

Routine maintenance with graders was performed on Anchorage Reads
during the month, The easy spring breakup has permitted keeping the roads in
good condition at all tines, and as very little runoff developed during the
‘spring thaw, ditches opened last month were adequate to handle that

which
occurred,

be Potter Road.

Subsidence of s everel fills on Potter Road, particularly between
Fireweedd Lane and Campbell Station Road, occurred during the winter, Harly

th mmth a gravel crew began filling the low spots preparatory to placing
crushed gravel surfacing. The crusher at Wells pit was put into operation
and approximately 3,000 cu.yds. of crusher base material has been stock piled
for surfacing of Potter roads

Ce Spenard and Sand Lake Road.

Spenard Road was maintained with graders until May 8, when the con-
tractor assumed maintenance during his construction operations, Sand Lake Roads
were maintained during the month. A bad mud hole developed on Sand Lake Road
just off Spenard Road and gravel was hauled to remedy the condition.

d. Palmer Highway,

Routine maintenance of the paved portion of the Highway. consisting
of removing sluffed rock from the pavement, was performed during the month.
The spring breakup caused no further damage to the pavenent and the load limit
restrictims imposed during the breakup period were lifted on May 4.

Morrison-Knudsen Company, Contractors for the paving of the Palmer
Highway, resumed construction operations between Anchorage and Chugiak and
assumed maintenance of this portion of the Palmer Highway on the lst of May.

The rock slide on Pioneer Peek continued activity all thru the month,
No slide material has reached the highway but a tremendous mass of loose talus
is accusmulating and a period of heavy rain will possibly start a mud flow which
may reach the highway. Slide warning signs are therefore being left in place.

«
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A small painting crew was organized under Foreman Ed. Ueeck and
work was cormenced in chipping rust and spot painting preparatory to painting
of the Knik River Bridge. Approximately 55% of the bridge steel was cleaned,
and spot painted and bolt heads painted, during the month.

On May U4, the J.P.Munter Construction Company in moving a crane to
the Matanuska Bridge site, damaged the portal, wind braces and horizmtal
struts on the Eagle River Bridge. The Munter Company has been notified byletter that steps mist be taken to repair the damage, and a copy of this letter
has been forwarded the Juncau Office.

6. Anchorage Depot.

Plans were initiated during the month for the continuation of Fourth
Avenue into the Depot area, and surveys and plans are being prepared for this
purpose.

Alterations om the interior of the old 2nd Avenue Warehouse building,
necessary to caivert it into a warm storage building, were made during the
month, and foundations were being prepared to receive it.

Cooks quarters were completed and plumbing installed.

A heavy duty "Go-Devil was castructed by shop forces for use by
the surveys at Cantwell. Miscellaneous items of equipment procured by Juneau
were picked up at Glennallen and moved into the Anchorage Depot.’

f. Anchorage Apartments.

Gravel back fill of the Road Commission lots at the Ancnorage Apart—
ments was completed and one foot of top soil spread on the area, Top soil was
finish graded and seeded into lawn.

Ze Valley Roads,

Routine maintenance with motor graders was performed on Valley Roads
during the mmth. Although numerous soft spots developed, the roads were kept
passable without recourse to gravelling, All soft spots were marked and work
was commenced on excavation of the excessive silt material so that permanent
correction of this cmdition can be made by filling the spots with gravel. Ditch-
ing was completed on the Bodenburg-Butte Loop road and regravelling of the entive
loop was accomplished during the month,

Brush removal was continued curing the early part of the month, ap-
proximately 5 miles of roadside being cleared,

The bridge across Wasilla Creek at Mile 5.4, Palmer-Fishhook Road,
was replaced with a 25 foot span pile bent structure. Minor repairs were ac-
complished on several other Valley bridges.
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he Mountain Roads.

Snow was removed from Hatcher summit late in the month. Two or
three inches of ice remained on the road after clearing of mow, and traffic
is being kept off the summit until the ice has melted and the roadbed dried.

Heavy hauling by mine operators during the breakup period caused
sconsiderable difficulty in maintenance of the road, between the Little Susitna
Bridge and the Independence Mine road.

i. Glenn Highway.

Routine maintenance with motor graders was accomplished on the
portions of the Glenn Highway on which maintenance had mt been assumed by
the Contractor, The road was kept in excellent condition at all times, al-
though slides on Chickaloon Grade and at Mile 69 narrowed the roadway to one
way traffic. Warming signs have been kept on these areas throughout the month.

je Sterling Hishway.

Construction was continued on the Sterling Highway during the
month with approximitely one mile of road being graded.

Traffic restrictions were lifted on the Kenai end, and the road
opened to traffic as far as Ninilchik.

Routine maintenance was performed on the balence of the highway
during the month.

k. Flat Roads.

No report has yet been received from Foreman Alderson. However,
an inspection trip is being planned by District personnel early in June and
a report of ecmditions at Flat will be submitted to Headqmrters Office upon
completion of this trip.

1. ZTakotna Roads.
Mild weather at Takotna removed practically all the snow from the

road before the spring breakup. No heavy runoff has occurred and the roads
have remained in generally good condition. Equipment overhaul was completed
during the month, the cookhouse was repainted and a new aluminum roof instal-
led. The summer maintenance crew went on duty on the 16th of the month, and
on the 17th, the snow remaining on the Candle road between Takotna aid Tatalina
was removed, and traffic held off the road for about a week to permit drying.
Twenty 30 foot piles were cut for the Anvil Creek Bridse.

m. Dillingham Roads.

Work at Dillingham during the early part of the month consisted of
- draining water holes and cleaning ditches, Some of the worst mud holes were

-3-
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corduryoed with brush and old cooling trays secured from local canneries
which were placed and covered with gravel obtained from the beach and other
gravel pits. By the end of the month the road beds were dry and in fair
condition, but the shoulders and ditches were still too soft to permit the
use of motor graders,

Nhe Kodiak Roads.

Heavy rains during most of the month prevented adeauate maintenance,
as the roads were too soft to permit use of the graders, Tim wash-outs occur-~
red on the Island Lake Cutoff, from overflowing of a beaver dam, which were
repaired,

A few holes on Mission and Mill Bay roads were still giving trouble
by the end of the month, but the remainder of the roads were in fair shape.
Work was completed on the Receiver Station road.

The new truck was received on the 25th.

©. McKinley Park Roads.

Light snow fell early in the month but melted as fast as it fell.
Snow was removed to 3/4 mile by the 10th and a small crew moved into Igloo on
the llth. Heavy drifts were encountered at Mile 18 and 19, which slowed
progress, Warm temperatures during the middle of the month caused a heavy
runoff, but no serious washouts occurred, By the end of the month snow md
been removed to 59 mile, culverts thawed and ditches cleared to 58 mile, The
road has been graded and is in good condition to 33 mile except for 3 small
washes at 19, 21 amd 33 mile, thich are being filled in. Overhaul, repair
and painting of equipment were continued throughout the month.

Pe Cantwell Roads.

Camp was moved from Cantwell to 2 mile on the lst of the month,
where the crew has been clearing a permanent camp site area, Spur track. has
been laid out at the Cantwell warehouse site, and a portabie ramp for unload~
ing heavy equipment, loaned for the purpose by The Alaska Railroad, was installed,
Carpenters have been working erecting tent fremes and constructing wanigans,
with fourteen 14! x 16! and five 16! x 24! tenframes and four wanigans com
pleted during the month, An 18! x 36! Quonset hut was also erected, All new

Caterpillar equipment was delivered during the month and was put into operation
as received,

The Cantwell survey has been extended to the Jack River Crossing,
with profile levels and X-sections completed. A preliminary survey has also
been pushed northerly to the Nenana River crossing, and mapping of both cros-
sings and extension of the Jack River survey will be made as soon as a boat
can be obtained,

oly
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Rock around the bluff from Station 152 £ 50 to station 155 “ 50 was completed
and the rocd has been cleared and stripped to Mile 4, with grading completed to
Mile 0.5. Screen tests of the gravel on the Jack River bar indicate that it
may be satisfactory for the concrete wrk in foundations and floors for the
permanent camp. Samples are being submitted te the lezboratory at Anchorage
for final testing.

Ge Homer Roads,

Routine maintenance was performed m the Homer reeds. Ditches were
cleared, culverts opened and the wrst mud holes spot gravelled. An estimete
is being prepared for grcvelling of Homer roads, based upon securing material
from recently locsted deposits on Olsen Mountain for use in gravelling the Hast
Hill roads.

r. Farm Roads.

Work was continued on the Campbell Airfield System, Southeast of
Anchorage during the month. A camp was set up on Campbell Creek at the Northeast
end of the airstrip, from vhich Foreman Bruhn's grading and gravel crushing
crews have been operating since May 11. Approximately 4 miles of roadway have
been cleared and stripped, and 3 miles of road graded during the month. Gravel
for surfacing will be obtained from a pit located near the center of the job,
for which a special use pemit has been secured from the Bureau of Land Mana-
gement.

Work continued on the Huntley road near Palmer with. a total of 1.5
miles of roadway being cleared and stripped ad grading completed on approximately
1 mile, A gravel deposit has been uncovered in one of the road cuts, and an
easement for use of grevel from this source is being secured fromthe owner cf
the property on which the deposit occurs, Securing of this mterial will cm-
-siderably improve the gravel situation for all the roads in the Lazy Mountain
area, as it has previously been necessary to haul gravel up a steep winding
grade from the Matanuska River bed.

,

2. By Contract.

a. Glenn Highvay - A.

Morriscn-Knudsen Co., Contracters for the grading and paving of
this portion ef the Glenn Highway, resumed operations on the first of the
month and assumed maintenance of the unpaved portion of the road at that
time, The crusher-base material laid in the fall of lest year was re-pro-
cessed from the Anchorsge City Limits through Fort Richardson to the east gate,
with the exception of a short section approximately 500 feet in length adja-
cent to the Pacific Airmotive hengar at Merrill Field, which showed failure
during the spring breakup. ‘his section was excavated appromimately 3 feet deep
and backfilled with select borrow material, which work was completed late in

|

the month,

-5~
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MC-2 prime coat was applied on approximately 4 miles of the
highway, beginning at Taylor Street in Mountain View and continuing north-
east through the Military Post, and RC-3 plant-mixed surfacing laid on the
primed roadway for approximately 3 miles.

be Glenn Highway

McLaughlin Construction Co., contractors for this grading md
paving of this portion of the Glenn Highway, commenced paving operations’
during the month. Crusher-base material laid last fall was re-processed
and subgrade prepared from Mile 48 to Mile 55. The first mile of prime
cat, from Mile 48 to Mile 4$, applied witn the MC~2 asphalt as received
from the Anchorage asphalt storage plat, failed to penetrate properly. Ad-
dition of sufficient kerosene to cut the asphalt back to Grade MC-O was
attempted with very satisfactory results, the prime coat penetrating from
4 to 3/4 inches in from one to four hours after applicetion. Prime coat of
this material was then applied on the prepared subgrade to Mile 55, and plant~
mixed surfacing, RC-3, laid full width from Mile 48 to Mile 49, during the.
month,

Grading was continued on Long Lake Hill between Mile &5 and Mile
86, and crusher-base material, produced in the plant set up at Mile 74, was
stock-piled for future use. ‘

Co Glenn Highwa,y Bez,

Engineering work on this project consisted of rumning check levels
between bench marks, st.xing and X-sectioning of gravel pits, re-establishing
-and referencing the "L" line, with the office forces continuing on final
design. The contractor has not moved in to begin construction on this section.

dad. Spenard Road.

Lytle-Green Company, contrectors for this project, began operations
on May &, and has completed all excavation and borrow except between Station
30 and Station 78. <Approxim:tely 20,000 cubic yards of select borrow was se=-
cured from the CAA gravel pit, which exhausted this source of material. The
balance of the select borrow required is being obtained from the Merrill Field
pit.

A special metal culvert was installed at the Chester Creek crossing.
Drainage culverts have been instelled on 90% of the contract; and all crusher-
base materiel, aggregates for plant-mixed surfacing and seal coat chips manu-
factured and stock~piled.

Engineering work consisted of furnishing grade stakes for the con-
tractor ‘as necessary. The "L" line for the proposed Sand Lake extension to the
International Airport, was run and profile taken; and plan and profile have
been plotted for submission to Juneau,

-b~
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e. Warehouse Addition.

Breeden and Smith, Contractors for this project, began opera—
tions on May 1 and have completed erecting scaffolding; re-inforced the
second story columns; and poured concrete for the beam seat and parapet
caps. Stran-Steel Joists and Studs for the erection of this addittion
have been received and stock~piled at the site.

ft. Bridgese

Munter Construction Company, Cmtractor for the Matanuska River
and Peters Creek Bridges, moved equipment to the Matanuska River Bridge site
on May 14, and started setting forms for the pier at the Palmer end of tie
bridge. .

It was discovered the existing pier was undermined by river action,
which necessitated the redesign of this pier and relocation of the bridge.
This redesign was performed by Mr. Schultz, Bridge Design Mgineer from Head-
quarters Office. Steel sheet piling was secured from The Alaska Railroed and
transported to the site for use in the new pier as designed. Engineering work
at the site has consisted of re-establishing center line and bench marks and
re-staking the new bridge location.

Steel for the Peters Creed bridge was received and stored at the

Anchorage Depot.

Ray F, Johnson, Engineer GS-7, has been appointed Acting Resident
Engineer on these projects,

3e Weather,

Temperatures during May have been normal,with overcast days pre-
dominating. As only 0.47 inches of precipitation heve fallen in the past 5

months, no delays have been incurred by wet weather,

4. Miscellaneous.

Mr. G. M. Tapley and Thor Rivenes arrived on an inspection trip on
Monday May 1, Mr. Tapley proceeding to Glennallen amd Fairbanks on May 3.

Sidney Lundwall arrived on Friday May 5, to work on reconcillation
of property inventory, returning to Juneau Thursday May

Mr. Tapley returned to Anchorage on Sunday May 7, and Mr. Goodson
arrived on May 8, returming to Juneau presumably on May 10th.

a
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Mr. A.F.Ghiglione, Chief Engineer, arrived on Saturday May 10,
and accompanied by lir, Niemi, District Engineer, proceeded m an inspection
trip to Kenai and Cantwell, Thursday May 11, returning to Anchorage on
Tuesday May 16. Mr. Ghiglione left May 17 for Glennallen and Haines,

Colonel John R. Noyes, accompanied by L. A. Hatchett, Assistant
District Ingineer, left Anchorage on Saturday May 13, on an inspection trip
.over the Glenn, Richardson,Alaska Highways and Tok Cutoff, returning to
Anchorage on Monday May 15. Colonel Noyes proceeded to Nome on Tuesday
May 16 °

Mr, Tapley and Hr. Schultz arrived in Anchorage on Saturday .

May 24, to investigate pier condition of the Matanuska Bridge.

Wm. J. Niemi
District Engineer

Ml
ry koe he

E.C.Sim.ons, District Chief Clerk

i
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a. Anchorage Roads: )(Regular maintconance was performed on the Anchorage roads

during the month, Culverts were thawed and ditches opened up. Runoff
water in Ship Creek uncermined the north approach to the Ath Avenne
Bridge late in the month and gravel was hauled and the approach back
filled, Traffic was not stopped during this operstion.

Hast "G" Street between 12th end 1Lth became exceedingly soft UG

early in the month ana srevel was hauledto this area. At no time did &
the road becoze i:passacle to traffic, however. . S

be. Fotter Reads;

Potter road was maintained with gradersduring tne month and
the smali glaciers at Rabbit Creex-were taken care “of by Slecier fence and
thaw boiler. Later in the month due to the early spring run-off fences
Were removed and ditches and culverts were opened up. A crusher was

brought over from Glennallen, overnauied and moved to Wells pit.
c. Svenardmec Sand Lake Roads

Spenard road remained in fine shape during the entire monta
althaish small glaciers occurrec, and were taken care of on Romig Hilt.
Sand Lake roads started to breax up on the 20th and two mud noles on Rasp-
berry road were graced out and gravel was heuled in.

d. _Paluer Hishway:

Maintenance with motor graders was performed during the month.
Culverts were thawed, glaciers taken care of, and snow fences removed and
stored. On the 5c, patrols were startccd over tie surfaccd section between
Anchorage and Falmer. Distortion of the pavexent from frost heaving was
first noted on the 6th at Hiles 20.5, 31.0, and 39.5. Sponsy subgrade de-
veloped at hile 39.5 on the 9th,and on the lth a 755 gross load restriction
was placed on trucks, and speed limit recuced to 35 EPH. Truck load liuits
were further reduced to 50; on the Lith. Partial breakup of the pavenent

y

by WOoverniucnt .sorces

l=
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occurred at Mile 22.6, 39.4, 40.0 nnd 41.8. As no other places showed .any
Sign of cistress, no further restrictions were imposed on traffic during the
month.

The rock slice on Pioneer Peak continued activity during the early partof the mmth. Two large slides moved dovm but did not reach the mad, Mr.
Niemi and tir, Abbott flew over the Peak and confirmed our suspicions that
the movement was a bedding plane slide caused by frost action in the cracks
and crevices in the rock, All danger from the slide now appears to be past, but
warning signs will be left in place until all activity stops. The longitidinal2

:cracks which nave appearcd on toe Eklutna flats have not cpread further during
the maith and appearances are tuat they can be sealed with asphalt before the
seal coat is applied, ,

e. _Anchoraze Depot:

Work at the depot during the month consisted of erecting Cook's
Quarters, using @ section of Quonset hut; moving surplus pmperty from Ft.
Richardson to the depot; and finishing the mezzanine floor in the garage,
Mess was started April 10, and at that time the engineering crews for Spenard
road moved to town and were established in the bunk neuses. Surplus property
obtained from the Post Saivage Yard consisted of 16 all metal refriserators;
125 Kil gas lignt plant, road flares and numerous small iters. Several of tne
refrigerators are in excellent cmdition and two nave clready been put into
service; one in the wareucuse anc one in whe Anchorage hess,

f. Valley Roecds:

Work on the Yalley roads consisted of routine maintenance with
the motor graders; resoval ond sborage of all snow and glacier fence; thawing
culverts; and ditching and drai:ing, Sutton ca:p site ws cleared out; the
old wnloading ramp wes torn down anc all tinbers moved to the Palmer depot.

wes started late in the month on brush removal almg all Valley reads
to cut down our snow-drifting problems, At present tine avprosimately 6 mes
of brush have been rasoved, This is being done with the cooperation of the
farmers concerned who will replace all fences removed by our operations.

co

Work done on the Glenn Hishway consisted of removing and storing
glacier fences; cleaning sluffed rock from the road-way along the datanuska
River; and hauling pit-ren gravel on frost boils as they appearec. The road
remained in good condition during the qtire month. Zarly in the ny mt thaw-
ing and freezing weatner caused ice to form between Caribou Creek and Sheep
Mountain. These icy’ spots were sanded as they formed.

Vo wile ou

4

On April 9th rock slides nearly closed the road at Mile 69. The

slides were removed by graders and bucket loader, Glacicrs that nad formed
at Mile 77 gave no trouble,

Regular maintenance was performed on the entire highway and
on

tho 15th, due to thawing weather, the roud was closed to truck traffic. Camp

Glenn ALEAWays

Sterling Hishway
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was erected at Ninilchik anda sml1 crew was moved in to gravel several
swamps in that area with scrapers and to open up additional gravel pits.

i. Flat Roads:

The foot bridge across Otter Creek at the point where the old
bridge was formerly located, was completed except for filling the approaches,This work cainot be accozmlished until late in the season due to the fact
the ground is still frozen and gravel cannot be hauled,

je Takotna Rosds:

No report has been received from Foreman Poorman as yet. However,
equipment overhaul is getting under way. :

k, Dillinghasa Roads:

Work at Dillingnam consisted of removing several large mow drifts
that were by-passed duri.s the winter season due to the press of other work.
Snow which fell curing tm month was too wet to handle witn the Sno—Go, but
the D-7 kept the roads open at all tines, Late in the month the AC Patrol
was taken out, small holes were filled and tise roads wers graded. Run-off
this year was ver; easy on tie roads in tne area, and tiey are in good condi-
tion, the only bad spot being the hill to the hospital.

1. Kodiak Rods:

The ground thawed sufficiently curing tne month to permit hauling
rock for the Missim Seach break waters on the l4th. The roads remained in
fair shape all month although they were too soft ‘to accomplish anything by .

STgrading. On the 20th work was started hauling gravel m the «CS Receiver
Station road.

Me inicenl : " : .

No snow fell curing the month at KcKinloy Park and thawing during
days and freezing at night gave us a small run-off witha very little dunage to
the road, Culverts wer. thawed between the station and Park Headquarters and
cinders were hauled on tie icy hills. Overheul is continuing at the station
with the Cats and trucks ready to go and work being concentrated on placing
a new base uncer the shovel. Hess was started am the 27th. At the present
tine the road has been oncaied up as faras 19 ‘the season is ecrly this
year, calling for an earlier start on protecti.g road curing run-off.

n,. Cantwell Roads;

Foreman Rogers, with a small crew, moved into Cantwell April 3.
At that time a tent carp was established at the Railroad,
at the Reed House until tiis canip was caupletecd. A permenent cunp area was
locatcd by Hr. Rogers and hr. Jess, Sngineer, and on the 12th Hr. Niemi went
to Cantwell and ateroved the site. Survey was then made of the area and work

The men nac quarters

MCALULSY Farn woaass
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started on clearing for permanent installations, Oil was freichted during
the month elong the proposed line of the road. toward Paxson. Caches are
being placec at itile &, 20, 30, 36 and 48. The. area around Cantwell wes
prospected for gravel but as yet ro satisfactory material hes been found.
It appears that we will have to obtain fill material froa Jack River, back-
hauling with carryells, Strivping operations were started late in the month
with the right-of-way between Jacx River and the camp site, a distance of
approxlinately 1 mile, oeing stripped enc wade resdy for gracing, At the
present time plans are to start the rock work at Fish Creex, Mile 2.5, the
lst of Hay. Compressor from licKinley Park has been moved down to do the work.

Oo. Homer Roads:

, Work av Horer consisted of maintenance .ath the blades, cleaning
ub ditenes on the niil road, opening up culverts and hauling gravel to mud
holes as they appearec,.

Pe Farm Ronds:

Work was started on the of
Anchorase late in the uontn anc approxXimevely one Mile of roac was Cleared.

ror ideal

Campbe Airfield stem Soutnezst
cl

Frost was encountered at a depth of aporoxinately 3 inches, raxing for
stripping condcitiaos. However, plans going forward te start grading, as
much of the roac across tne swampy areas can be filled‘with carryalls before
the frost is out by breaking open borrow ;its. tGravel pite in the vicinity
of the Caempvell Air striv,wiich nave been strinped by the army, appear to be
free of frost. .

artec late in the month on the Huntley Road near Palner,Worx was
y Mountain road system. At the present time 0.2 mile

st
an extension to the Laz

rt
yo

5has bean stripped and prading has been sterted,

2. By Contract:

a. Glenn Hidiway - A.

Jonn Eaapala, PRA Zesident Engineer on Glenn A, arrived in Anchorage
late in the month to begin work on that section of road, The emtractor set
up a washing plant on the 25th at the Fort Richardsm pit and began wasning
chips for a seal coat,

¢

bo

Work is continuing on desig at the Engineering Office in Palmer.
Early in the month the contractor sturted the crusher anc is crushing and stock
piling waterials in anticipation of beginning actual rod work early in Haye
Grading was continued during the monti: on Long Lake Grade, hile Co - 87.

ce Glenn Highway Bee,
' ir, McAlister's Survey crews moved to Eureka Road House early in

he month and work is being carried on in the field, picking up final levels
.

GLEN HLenwey - bebe
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and slope staking those portions of the road on which final design has
been approved,

d. Spenard Road.

Contract was awarded Lytle and Green Company for grading and
paving Spenard Road from. the Anchorzse City Limits to Lake Spenard, lir.
Ellery, Resident sngineer, began staking the project April 15th. iIsineer-
ing work is going ahead rapidly, as the contractor plans on beginning
operations on liay éth.

e. Warehouse Addition.

Contract was awarded Breeden and Smith, Local Contractors, fer
building a tiaird story on our existing i/arehouse for administrative offices.
Due to pending carpenter strike the contractors moved in and erected initial
scafolding with the nopes that the steel work could go anzad even though
carpentcr work mignt be delayed, Mr, Allan T. Fleischbein, Office Hngineer,
will be inspector @m the job.

,

3. Weather.

The temperatures during April were normal, with precipitation for
the month the lowest recorded sor 30 years, warm days and freezing nights
permitted accumulcted moisture to evasorate at aporoziumtely tne seme rate
as thawing occurrec, resulting in very little actual breakup of road surface.

4. Miscellaneous:

Colonel John R. Noyes and Mr. Noble arrived on an inspection trip
Monday April 3, and flew to Fairbanks the 5th.

The new Chevrolet Sedan arrived from Seattle the 3d,

District Engineer Niemi made an inspection trip to Cantwell April
12, returning to anchorage the 15th.

7A.F.Ghiglione, Chief Engineer, arrived from Juneau on an inspection
trip April 19, and jeft for Fairbanxs on the 22d,

Douglas Layman, Engineer GS-9, started on a tour of all Districts
April 20, for the purpose of detemaining type and location of traffic signs
on all main Alasxan Highways.

District Engineer Niemi uade an inspection trip of the Kenai Penin-_
sula April 27, returning to Anchors m the 29th.

MAY (0

Wie J fKLlemdL

District Hngineer

ey
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SUBJECT: . Lonthly rrogress renort for March 1950, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska

1. By Government Forces.

a. Anchoraze Roads:

Reguler maintenance was performed on all Anchorage roads during the
maith. This cmsisted of sanding hills and curves, elacier control and chin
Ping ice, Late in the moth, several of the roads showed sign of breaking up.
fhis was especielly noticcabic on East "G" between LOth’ Avenue and Fireweed
Lane where some gravel ves harled in and some dlicning wes dore to get rid of
surface water, The gracere in the Anchorage area were put on a shift from noon
until €:00 P.l., in order to take advantage of the afternoon thewine weather.
On the 25th apyorocin-tely 4 inches of snow fell, nalsing the roads very slick for
traffic, All cengerois areas wore inmedistely sanded and by the 27th all the
ice had melted off the roads. 63

/6
5

b. Palmer Hishwav:

Regular maintenance was performed on 211 Palmer roads during the month
and cinders were nailed end spread on all dangerous curves and hills. The e¢lacier
at liile 17 ranained active curing the month but an oil drum heater built in the
shon kept the culverts open and ice off the road. The deck on the Knik River
bridge became loose curing the maith and was renailed. Late in the amith rocx
slides started on Fioneer Feak between miles 36 and 37. It appears that the rock
points at the peak of the mountain ere disintegrating and breaking loose due to
frost action. Since the 22d o. the month, several large slices have tulen place
with boulders weighing several tons rolling to within a few hundred fcot of the
highway. As yet there been no rocks hit the road, although a traffic warning
has been placed in the local papers, The paving laid dow last full shows very
little sign of breaking Slthough longitudinal cracks nave appeared in several
places on the Exlutna flat. Inspection by hoth officials from Juneau and angineers
from this office reveal that some settlaient has taken place on the edges of the
fill but the cosensus of opinion is that the cracks are mainly due to frost
heaves in the mud flat.

‘Ce Anchorace Depot:

Work continued on the old warehouse and it was moved into the depot area,
on the 1st of Morch. The engineering section drew up plans for pouring conerete
floor, erecting pipe colu.ns, cutting out two large doors-in ‘the end and removing
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all partitions. Plans are to set the warehouse on solid foundation and use
it for warm storage during the winter months.

Work was startcd on pouring the mezzanine floor of the garage on the
22d. The floor was poured in sections and at the present time approximately one
half of the work is completed,

Work was also started in setting the bunk houses and mess hall in the
area ready for occupancy. The mess hall floor was cover:d with

aaeiraae de

all
buildings were painted white inside and 4 short section of Quonset Hut wa
erected for cook's quarters. Plans are to start the Mess early in April.

d. Valley Roads:

Little trouble was experienced in the Valley during the month, although
one crew worked continuously on widening roads and wingicg back berms. The glacie
that occurred last noth on the Cottonwood Creek was taken care of by blasting
an ice dam about three miles below the present bridge and allowing the water to
return to the creek chancel.

Ce Glean Hicnwavs

A small cvew was kept busy on the Glenn Highwey keeping glaciers off tie
road; sanding niils, and taxing ccre of small rock slides that came doin along
the hatanusica River.

f. Sterling Hignway:

The Sterling Higlzay was open for traffic during the entire month and
very little was done on maintenmce daue.to the frozen condition of the surface.
Early in the month oil vas hezled andstock piled at Stariski River, which is
midway on the section that was not finished lest year, Plans are to erect camp
at Starisii and work bothways from there on grading and placing hase course ;

eravel,

ge Talkeetna:

.

Mr. Mulvaney went to Talieetna on the 20th to take care of getting oil
and supplies across the river before the break-up. This wes completed and Mulvaney
retumed to Anchoreze Saturday when he started work with the boiler crew, f

h. Takotna:

Fred H. Poorman,Foreman, and one man started work at Takotna on equip
ment

overhaul
on the 27th. .

i, Dillinghan:-
,

Strong winds and rather heavy snow fall at Dillingham the early partf the month filled all roads but by working long hours the foreman, Mr. Palmer,
had the road open c¢ein for triffic on the 12th. Since that time all roads have
been open

and,
accordins to reports from local residmts, in very good snane,
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Kodiak:

Work on the Kodiak roads consisted of hmling fravel to chuck holes and
frost boils on Mission and Mill Bay road, and hauling rock into the Mission Road
break water. Heavy rains in the area has caused quite a bit of sluffing of rock
on the hase road and the grader las been busy all month on this section.

f

k, Cantwell:

Mr. Claude Rogers, Foreman, retumed to Homer’on the &th to expedite
the moving of tractor and truck equipment for Cantwell, He retumed to Anchorage
on the 22d to complcte prepare’ ions here, Lumber was sent up from Anchorage for
bhe initial construction of tent frzrmes and Mr. Rogers plans on leaving with
a small crew on April 3d. '

1. McKinley Pork:

; Mr. Paul H. Stover, Foreman for McKinley Park, arrived in Anchorage early
in the month. He took leave upon arrival in Anchorage end went to Fairbanks.
Qn Uhis return from Fairbanks he stopped off at the Park to check equipment and
buildings. Some time during the winter, the carburetor had been removed from the
starting motor of tne new D-S tractor, end it appeared tiat several of the trucks
had been used, Kr. Stover will return to the Park April 3 to,begin equipment
overhaul ami will at that tine instigcte a thorough investigation.

2. BY Con tracts

a. Glenn Hishway:

Work is continuing on design at the engineering office at Palmer, The
emtractor started work on Harch 6 with cone siovel and two compressors, At that
time field parties ard inspectors were placed with the contractor's forces.

The old warehouse at Sutton was moved to Palmer and finished off as an

engineering office, and the office that was operating in the dining room of
the mess nall was moved into these quarters on the 2Sth. The mess hall will be
started and meals served on April 1. Jaues Simpson is being established as cook
at Palmer.

be. Glenn Hichway B-2:

Design work is being carried on in the Palmer engineering office with
McAlister in cnarge. One crew was established at Eureka Road House late in
the month to finish cross sections and levels that were not picked up last year.

Realignment of approaches and abutnmt stake-out were accomplished on
the Matanuska River Bridge. Concrete egsregate samples were taken from both
Peters Creek and iatanuska River and submitted to the Fort Richardson Laboratory
for analysis. Some excavation work was done for the location of piers of the
Eklutna bridge.

Ce. Glenn High: As
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3. Weather:

} The weatherpor March was warner than usual, t he averege being approximately
6" above mésncucrace to date. Very little mow fell in and around Anchorage;
approximately five inches the entire month.

4. Miscellaneous:

Mr. Wm. J. Niemi, District ingineer, returned from temporary Army duty on
March 9. .

Hr, Thor Rivenes, arrived from Juneau on an inspection trin March 14. Ur.
Leon DeLude, Laterjals Ingineer’, GS-11, arrived from the States on March 15.
On the 16th Hr. Rivenes and Mr. DeLude left Anchorage for Glennallen,.

On March 13, Mr. Stevart, District Engineer, and Hr, Cameron, Assistant
District Engineer, Valdez District, arrived in Ancimrege. Hr. Cameron was on
his way outside on leave. Mr. Stewart retumed to Valdez on the 19th.

Mr. Goodson and Eugene white arrived in Anchoraze over the highway m, the
22d, They left for Juneau by plane on the 24th.

be?
uir. Wa. J. Niemi, District dngineer, rade an inspection tour of tine reads

on the Kenai Peninsula on the 27th and 26th, returning to Anchor.ge on the <9th.

Very truly yours,

FQ THE DISTRICT ENGINaaR

a. Hable
L.A aHetchett

LAY som Assistant District Hngineer



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE DISTRICT
Anchorage, Alaska

Merch 3, 1950

Mr, A, F. Ghiglione
Chief Zngineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

Monthly Progress report for February 1950, Anchorage Wes’ ns.
District, Anchorage, Alaska. ners

1. By Government Forces,

a. Anchorage Roads:

Regular maintanence, consisting of sanding hills and curves,wy,glacier control, and chirping ice, was performed on all Anchorage
roads during the month, No snow fell during the month but on the
second, surfece wincs drifted the reads full. Winds continued
through the third, fourth end fifth and plows, by working during this
period on twenty-four hour shifts, succeeded in keeping the main roads
and school bus routes open. Side roads drifted fuli, however, end
could not be cleared until the fifth, Glacier at the foot of Fonig
Hill becsme active on the twenty-second, Glacier fence was erected,
culverts were thawed, ditches were opened up.

b. Palmer Highway:

Regular maintenance was performed on the highway during the
month, Due to excentionally cold weather, the pavenent became slick
and was sanded continually on the hills and sharp curves, The glacier
at Mile 17 remained active during the month and a heater was installed
above the culvert to keen it cpen, Highway remained free of snow dur-
ing the entire month except for snow drifting at Merrill Field,

ec. Anchorage Depot:

‘Work contimied on the old warehouse at the foot of "C" Street
hill and on the twenty~eighth the building was moved across the rail-
road tracks and up Ship Creek, Some difficulty was encountered getting
under low hanging telephone lines but the lines were removed by the

Railroad
and the building was moved into the Depot Area on the first

of March,

The roof drains in the warehouse gave no trouble during the
month,

cot +72Sey
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a Valley Roads:

Wind started blowing in the Valley on the second, plugging all roads
except the main highway. Orews worked 24 hours a day and succeeded in opening
the Palmer-Wasilla and Falmer-atanuska roads, Winds continued until the
sixteenth, All roads were not opened until the nineteenth, At the present time
there is no snow in the fields around Palmer but there are berms of from four to
ten feet along the roads. Several bad glaciers formed on the Fairview road on
the twenty-fifth, This was caused by Cottonwood Creek freezing threo miles below
the bridge and becking the water up. At the present time there is about six inches

"

of water over the oridse and clans are to blast the ice dam. This does not close
the road to traffic, however, as the half mile of closed road can be by~passed,

e, Glenn Highway:

On the Glenn Highway the crew was kept busy chipping ice, erecting
glacier fences and sanding reads, Several small rock slides came down along the
Matanuska River but were immediately removed,

f. Sterling Aichway:

High winds early in the month closed the road between Kasilof and
Starisky end also between Kenai Junction and Moose River. Roads were again open
for traffic on the fourteenth and the remainder of the month was spent in winging
back berms, sanding and glacier control.

Mr, Claude Rogers, General Foreran from Homer, came to Anchorage on the
fourteenth to begin getting resuisitions ready for the Cantwell work, At that
time all the work on the peninsula was turned over to Ralph Soberg,

Llovis Hendricks, Engineer at Kenai, is still busy securing right-of-
way easements,

& Bethel:

Plans for securing a Quonset hut for storage and shop work by Foreman
Marsh at Bethel has fallen through as there are none now available in the area,
Fery little snow fell in this area end no maintenance was needed during the month,

h, Dillingham:
. Snow removal continued at Dillinghan during the month with much of the

time being spent on that section of road between Dillingham and Windmill Hill.’
The Sno~:0 carried imch of the load until late in the month when trouble wes ex-

perienced with the Ford engine, Parts were immediately sent to Dillingham for
repair but during the time snow removal continued by use of the dozer and grader,
Several local residents were in the office during the month and appeared to be very
well pleased with the work of our local foreman in the area.

4, Kodiak:

Work accomplished at Kodiak during the month consisted of snow re-
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‘moval end winter maintenance. Due to the mild winter in this area no glaciers
formed and all culverts remained open during the month, Steady winds caused
some drifts and one plow was kept busy removing drifts as they occurred, Work
continued on the breakwater on Mission Beach. Coarse rock was hauled in from
the Base road and retaining logs were replaced,

j. Centwell:

Mr, Claude Rogers arrived in Anchorage on the fourteenth and requi-
sitioning was instigated for materials and equirment which will be needed at
Cantwell for the forthcoming season. On the twenty-seventh Mr. Rogers and
Mr, Jess, locating engineer, flew from Anchorage to Cantwell to look the ground
over and study snow conditions, Mr. Jess caught a gas car on the twenty-eighth
on route reconnaissance from Cantwell to the Far, Snow conditions on the entire
route sre good - shere being very little snow either at Cantwell or on the pro-
posed route to the Fark.

k, Homer Dock:

On the night of the sixth ice in Kachemak Bey, torn loose by high
tides and strong winds, took out seven fender piles on the face and two piles
on the approach of the Homer Dock, Materials for the repair was furnished by
the Public Utilities District at Eomer ani repairs were effected by the Alasza
Road Commission. Crane was moved down from Kenai to drive the piles. Cost of
repairs were borne by the Territory and the Utilities District,
2. By Contract:

a Glenn Highway, Bl:

Work is continuing cn final design at the Ingineering Office at Palmer,
At the present time 38% of the design has been completed,

b. Glenn Highway, B-2:

Some winter work has been carried on at the upper end of Glenn B-2,
This consisted of getting final levels end grades so design can be accomplished,
Design work is being carried on at the Falmer "ngineering Office, Twenty-two
percent of the work is completed at the present time,

ce. Glenn Highway, A:

Some work was done late in the month on the east end of the Matanuska
Bridge in conjunction with the design for the pier. Frost was thawed and holes
were excavated to solid rock, Hlevation of the rock and final cross sections
were taken,

. 3 Weather.

The weather for February was colder than normal, Although no snow
fell, due to the severe cold and gale-force winds, trouble was experienced

m
y
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keeping the roads cleared for traffic. On the twenty-seventh the temperature
reached a high of 33°, the first time above freezing temperature has been ex-
perienced in Anchorage since the twenty-fourth of November,

4, Miscellaneous:

On the second, Mr. Willian J. Niemi, District Engineer, entered active
duty at Elmendorf Air Base for a period of thirty-five days.

Mr. Donald H, Miller, Chief, Administrative Division, and Mr, Sidney L.
Iundwall, Cost ingineer, arrived from Juneau on an inspection tour on the
fourteenth, They left Anchorage by car for Glennallen on the fifteenth.

Miss Mary Jones, Stenographer from Juneau, arrived in Anchorage February
seventeenth, ‘She left for Valdez via car on February twentieth,

‘Mr. Arnold R. Plumzer, Highway Mngineer - GS9, and Mr. Dean B, Kintner,
Instrumentman - GS5, arrived in Anchorage on the twenty—seventh, They have been
assigned to work in the Palmer Ingineering Office.

Very truly yours,

Wn, J. Niemi, District Tngineer

py $8.0.
L. A. Eatchett, Asst, Dist. Ingineer

LAH: mtp



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE DISTRICT a

¢.
Anchorage, Alaska ON

Mr. Ao F. Ghiglione
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

Feb. 3, 1950

Monthly Progress Report for Janucry 1950, snctordge.Sistiet
Anchorage, Alaska. CG

1. By Governnent Forces.

ae Anchorare Roads:

Regular maintenance cmsisting of sanding hills and curves,
glacier control and chipping ice off the road was carried on throughout
the month. Snow fell on the first, second and fourth of the month but
plows kept it back and all the roads remained open to traffic. The
glacier on Romig Hill on Spenard Road started working enc moving onto
the road, culverts were opened up and a fence wes erected. No snow fell
during the rest of the month and the-snow berms were winged back. The
Campbell Airstrip road was plowed out on January 10 to provide access to
the numerous families in that area, ;

BO
L.

b. Palmer Highway:

; Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the
month. Sanding was continued throughout the month onthe pavement and hills,
The glacier at Mile 17 moved over onto the highway on the 27th and the ice
was chipped off, fence was erected and the culvert and creek channel were
thawed. A heater of oil drums was installed in the sand pileat 27 mile
to thaw and dry out'the sand for future sanding.

Ce Anchorace Depots

‘Some work was done on the old warehouse at the foot of "C" Street
hill getting it ready to move. The walls were jacked up ready for the skids.
This work is being carried on by the iiaintenance crews.

Some trouble was experienced with the roof drains in the cold
storage section of the warehouse, The drain was thawed with the boiler but
there still seems to be a bad leak. It appears that the roof leaks, the
water runs uncer the roofing to the drain opening in the roof and then runs
down on the outside of the drain, Although the drain wes plugzed in an ef-
fort to force the water to the drains in the warm storage, glaciers are still

N
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formed on the floor of the cold storage section. Finally the entire
roof was shoveled off to stop the trouble,

d. Valley Roads:
«

Early in the month heavy snows and strong winds closed all.
the Valley roads. Snowing stopoed‘on the 4th and the winds died down and
the roads were quickly opened up. The remainder of the month was spent
in equipment repair and winter maintenance on the roads, Several bad
glaciers developed on the Wasilla roads that required constant attention
during the month. lr. Clyde V. King, General Foreman in the Palmer Area,
retired on the 22nd of the month and the vacancy was filled by Oliver Onkka,

e. Glenn Highway:

On the Glenn Highway, the crew was kept busy plowing snow, sand-
ang roads, cleaning sluffeca rock off the roadway and taking care of the
numerous glaciers that appeared on the sidehill sections.

£, Sterling Highway:

High winds and heavy snowfall early in the month blocked the
highway between Kasilof anc Starisky but the road was open for traffic
as soon as the wind died down m the 6th of the month. G&ciers were taken
care of and the hills and curves were sanded, Equipment overhaul and paint
ing was carried on satisfactorily at both Kenai and Homer.

The Engineers at both places are busy securing right of way ease~
ments wherever the road right-of-way encroaches on private property.

&e _Bethel:

Mr, Clarence Marsh, Foreman, was in Anchorage during the month.
He is attempting to secure a quonset hut in the area to serve as a garage
and equipment storage,

he Dillingham:

Work at Dillingham consisted of snow removal and maintenance of
the roads, building parts bins in the shop anc overhaul of equipmat. The
weather has been unusually mild in this area and the roads have been open
for traffic all month. Snow fence was erected by pushing the snow up with
the dozer about one huncred feet from the road on the prevailing wind side,
and drifting has been reducedto a minimum, Several residents of the Village
were in Anchorage during the month and voiced their approval of the way our
work is being conducted in the area,

"a
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Kodiak:

Unusual weather was encountered at Kodiak this month. Very
little snow fell and warm rains melted what lay on the graund keeping
the ground bare all month, On the 3rd numerous slides came down on the
Base rozd and glaciers started working on all roads, Maintenance work
consisted of picking ice, cleaning culverts and ditches and erecting
glacier barriers, Lake in the month a shovel boom was borrowed from the
Navy for our dragline ano permanent repairs an the Missia. Beach road
were started.

Work was progressing on final design of this section with the
engineers working in the mess hall at Palmer, Approximately 28% of the
final design has been completed.

be Glenn Highway, B-2:
,

F. We. McAlister, Resident Engineer, returned from leave on the
7th of the month and ient to work on design of this section. To date
approximately 10; of the final design is completed, The work is being
carried on at Palmer,

Ce Anchorase Arartment Houses:

Early+in the month a break in the weather allowed the installa-
tion of the thermopane windows by the contractor. With their instellation
the contract was completed, as the remaining outside painting was elimina-
ted by a Change Order. This work will be done by the Road Comuissi on
during the sumer.

3, Weather:

The weather for January was colder than normal; the average being
about 5 degrees lower than usual. Fourteen inches of snow fell between the
first and fourth of January but since that date there has been no snowfall.
At Anchorage a new record for fog was established for the month as 22 days
of the month were fogsy. . ‘

4. Miscellaneous:

Colonel John R. Noyes and Mr. Wm. J. Niemi made an inspecticn trip
to Kodiak on January 3. ;

Due to the heavy snowfall, the tops of all tenks and the boiler
house at the Asphalt Plant were shoveled off on the 4th, 5th ana 6th.

Clarence Hunt, Warchousewan,left on the 9th, on leave to the

7
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States. His place is being filled by the ran who was his assistant last
summer, Nicholes Savitsky, —

Harry 0. ‘Shite and O. B. Peterson made a tour of the Valdez and Fair~
banks Districts leaving Anchorage on the 5th and returning m the 13th,

Be D. Stewart, Jr., Valdez District Ingineer, arrived in Anchorage
on the 19th on his way to tne Juneau Conference.

Frank Nash and Jonn Nudert arrived in Anchorage
¢

on the 20th on
their way to the Juneau Conference.

Very truly yours,

Wa. J. Niemi, District Ingineer

sy SA. MEETS'

LeAeHatchett,asst. Dist.imgineer

LAH: rma



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
DONEATECALASKA
Anchorage, Alaska i.

January 4, 1950 £1: “gtr,.

21. 7 me
Mr. Ike P. Taylor j oF Se
Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

Monthly progress report for December 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alasxa.

—

Anchoraze Roads:

Regular maintenance consisting of sanding hills and icy places,
glacier control, and chirring ice off the road was carried on throughout
the month, On the 7th, snow started falling with anproximately 9 inches
on the ground when it stopped on the Sth. Plows kept it off the roads
diring the day and started azain early on the Sth berming back and getting
ready for future falls. On the 13th approxinetely € inches fell and the
plows worked all that night making all roads passable for traffic. Glaciers
started working on Rabbit Creek Hill on the Potter road anc the ice was.
chipped off the road, glacier fence erected end the ditches thawed out.
Weather turned cold on the 23rd and stayed dowm below zero and clear until
the 30th. On the 3lst about 4 inches of new snow fell and the plows re-
moved it at once,

eg
ic
e

be. Palmer Hichway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during
the month. Sanding was continued throughout the month on the pavement and
on hills, Early in the month, the glacier at Mile 17 became active and re-
quired work with the boiler. Culverts were thawed out and a cnannel opened
in the small creek to handle the water,

Ce Anchorarce Denot:

Overhaul ard painting was carried on very satisfactorily during
the mmth. The gasoline accounting systenwas started the first of the month
and an attendant is on duty at Anchcrage as a part-time job, doing mechanical
work during the reuainder of the time. ®.

The warehouse has been marking all equipmemt and tools and get-
ting the property accounting set up and functioning, All surveying instru-
ments have been called in and are receiving a check for possible repairs.

Ay
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Tripods are being painted orange as a safety measure,inas=
much as they are in need cf painting

anyways
d. Valiey Roads:

The Valle roads were kept clear of mow during the month,
Heavy snows and high winds on the 29th and 30th kept the plows at work on
24, hour shifts to keep traffic moving. On the 31st winds died and the
berms were pushed back in anticipation of future storms.

C.

On the Glenn Highway the crew was busy plowing snow, sanding
wads, cleaning sluffed rock off the readway end talking care of the numerous
glaciers that apreared on the sidehill sections.

‘£. Sterling Eichay:
_

Work at both Kenai and Homer consisted of winter overneaul and
painting. Snow was removed from the roadway as it fell and the hills were
sanded and glaciers taken care of with fencing or ditching.

ge Farm Roads:

Early in the month, a short piece of road was completed, with
the exception of gravelling to connect Ninilchik vith the Highs ay, Two
tenths of a mile of road was graded up and one bridge was constructed,

he Dillingham:

No report has been received as yet from the Dillingham area,
Neither have any letters been received from the residents compleining about
conditions over there. .

i.e Kodiak:

Very little snow fell on Kodiak during the month although the
rainfall was rather heavi. The month was spent in equipment overhaul and
in keeping the numerous rock slides off the Base road,

3. Naknek Roads;

Field work was completed on the Naknek Village-Nalmek Airbase
road survey on the 9th of the month and Engineer Arthur L. Jess returned
to Anchorage. ‘he naps of the route are presently; being draw up so ¢s-
timates on equipment and cmstruction costs can be made,

ke Flat City Roads:

Although vo rk was shut down earlier in the season on the Flat

Lenn hIsAwey:
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City roads, it became necessary for Foreman Alderson to roll the airfield
due to daily air traffic to the area. Our plans are for minimum maintenance
to keep the field safe for aircraft,

e

2. By Contract.

ae Glenn Hichwey, Section Bel;

The contractor closed down all operations on the 17th of the |

ronth due to poor production.. The crusher was shut down on tne 3rd because
@ gravel freezing to the screens and cutting production to about 30%, On
the 17th all field engineering field work was discontinued on the project
and hourly men released, Classified employees began working on design, The
Mess hall at Palmer was set up as a drafting office and all design work on
Bel and Be2 is being carried on at Palmer due to the critical housing condi-
tions in Anchorége.

be Glenn Hichvwev Be2:

Field work was discontinued due to cold weather, about the middle
ef the month and Resident Engineer McAlister went on leave for a few weeks.
Mr, Ellery is handling design on this section until McAlister returns.

ce Anchorace Arartment Houses3

During the mmth the apartment houses were sufficiently completed
to allow occuvancy, Installetion of thermopane windows and adjustment of
furnaces is practically the only remaining work. Due to cold weather, tempo-—
rary wincows will remain in until the thermonvane can be put in places. AlL
apartments were occupied by tenants by Decerher 30,

36 ‘Weather:

Weather for Decerber was abait normal with snow falling on the 3rd,
the 13th and the 19th. Temperatures remained fairly high until the 21st
when the mercury dropped to 15 below zero. From that time until the 30th of
the month temperatures did not rise above zero, with the low at Anchorazse of
minus 27 degrees, Snow fell on both the 30th and the 3lst, accompanied by
winds and drifting in the Matanuska Valley.

4, Miscellaneous:

Harry R. Bates, Safety Engineer arrived on an inspection tour on the
Uyth,

Harry 0. White, Master Mechanic,returned to Anchorage from the States
on the 18th.

Louis R. Hendricks, mngineer, left on the 16th on leave to Seattle,
He plens to return early in January.

Colonel John R. Noyes arrived on the 26th on an inspection trip.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
MOMEAIRCALASIOUS

Anchorage, Alaska
December 29, 1949

Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

BC
if

‘3

Dear Mr, Taylor:

Recommendations for 1950 operatims in the ety
outlined in your letter of November 10, 1949, are submitted as follows:

SECTION I. This includes summer and winter mainteance of exist—
ing roads, continuation of projects and farm roads, asphalt plant overa-
tion, and engineering and inspection of contracts, Actual figures, as
furnished by Juneau, were used for Haintenance, Cantwell-Richardson Highway,
Sterling Highway and Farm Roads. All others are the best available
estimates,

SECTION II. Reconstruction and imorovement of existing roads,
Covers recomendations for regrading, widening and gravelling of roads

|

which are of low standard to isset the needs of increased traffic. Also..-;
takes into consideration the need for greater safety through improved
alignment and sight distance which in turn results in more rapid and Aless contly maintenance, summer and winter. OS

SECTION TIT, Under this section ere the recommendations for new i

equipment based on specific amounts set uo in directive of November 10,
1949 for maintenance, new work and Farm Roads, Rehabilitation and
improvement can be accomplished with equirment set un for maintenance and
‘farm road construction except for KcKinley Park. When the extent of that
program is knovm, necessary equipment must be procured. _ : 9

KR Jame fe7 (ewan. .
SECTION I.

Route 35A, 35DB, Mountain Roads. (56.0 Miles Road; 1.0 Sled Road)

Only the barest maintenance was done during the past season and these
roads must ccme in for more attention in 1950. The road from Willow Sta-
tion to Lucky Shot needs regrading and spot gravelling. Bridges at Gold
Chora Creek, and Upper willow Creek on the Willow Creek Extension are
unsafe and must be replaced, HKining activity is increasing with Snowbird
Mine working the year around, and Independence Mine opening up again. Win-
ter maintenance to the forks above Little Susitna Lodge consists mostly
of snow removal, Cooperative snow removal with operating mines is the
practice at present beyond the forks, with the miners paying for cost
of fuel and operator's wages.

cs
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Summer Maintenance - - = -$18,000,.00‘ Winter Maintenance- - - = 7,000.00

Route 35B,F,G,H,J.— Valley Roads, (146.3 miles road) .

Heavy snow removal and breakup maintenance in the spring of 1949
drew heavily on maintenance funds and precluded any extensive maintenance °

on the Valley system during the past season, The one exception was the
Wasilla-Knik road which ceme in for regrading and gravel sufcing from
both maintenance and Farm Road Funds. An extensive program of maintenance
and iprovement rust be undertaken without delay if tne Valley roacs are
to be kept passable in tie future,

Gravel surfacinz has almost completely worn out for 94 miles on the
Glenn Junction-rishnook roac. The farm loop on this route needs brushing,
reditching and several gravel fills to bring the road up in low spots.

The Wasilla~Fishnook road is in fair condition but brush is closing
in on the roadwa;, esvecially on the upper end.

Adcitional brushing and ditching should be done on 34 miles of the
Wasilla-Knik road.

The Palmer—Matenuske Roads, which include the Springer System adja-
cent to Palmer, require extensive brushing, reditching and gravelling. One .° 4
small bridge has become unsafe and must be replaced. gine

.

4

Wasilla-Finger Laxe-Palmer Roads encompass one of the most heavily - ae
settled and developed ecrecs of the Valley. The 113 miles between Palmer
and Wasilla is the most heavily travelled road in the system and recuires
severel short line changes to improve grades ari remove danzterous curves.
Gravel is practically gone from the road surface between Four Corners and
Wasilla, Decking on Cottonwood Creek bridge must be replaced,

The Natanuske Trunk road is in need of extensive brush removal,
ditching and spot gravel.

Original gravel surface of the Bogard Road has deteriorated wntil
many short stretches are impassable in rainy weather. Decking must be
replaced on one small bridge.

Wasilla-Matanuska road requires brushing, ditching and spot gravel.
The situation in the Matanuska Valley will be mentioned further under

Section II,
Winter maintenance funds must necessaril; be kept proportimately high

. wntil brush can be removed and the roads improved for the faster truck plows.
Summer linintenence- - - - - - -$52,000,00
Winter Maintenance- - --- = ----- = 20,000.00
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Routes 4$D, DA - Mount McKinley Park Reads. ( 95.2 miles road; 14.0 trail)
Funds in amount of $20,300 were reserved for spring work to July 1,

1950,as indiccted in Juneau memorandum of August 4, 1949, Maintenance work
will include protection of tie road during spring runoff, removal of sluf-
fings at Sable Pass, Polychrome Pass, Toxlat, and between Miles 65-69; spot .

gravel over entire system and, especially between Miles 46=53, necessary
maintenance on old bridges, and re-ditching to maintain drainage.

Rehabilitation will be covered under Section II. :

Summer Maintenance to July 1, 1950- - - -- -$10, 300 4Winter Maintenance- 10,000" *

(15.5 niles ro2d)

The maintenance of this road always poses a problem due to its isola~
ted location, difficult; of supply, and lack of competent help on which the
local foreman can cepend, The section between Hiles 1 and 2 on the grade from
Iliamna Bay to the Pass at Mile 2, is in need of widening and some gravel to
even up the recky roacbed. Four culverts should be installed end routine
maintenance gravelling done on the rest of the road. A bridge is needed st
Mile 4, where traffic fords the streaa, and which sometimes becomes impassable
during rains, and causes erosion of the road. Approxcimately 555 tons of freight
was hauled over tre road in 1949, the bulk of which was for the Civil Aeronau- -

tics Commission and the Indian Bureau. No winter maintenance needed.

Sumer Maintenance- $5,000.00

Route 51 - Talkeetna Roads, (40.7 miles road; 18,0 sled road; 16.0 trail)
Despite the high costs of placer mining there are always some working

at it. This road serves such operations. Gagnon Placer Mines operated all
suumer as well as a number of individuals, That firm is putting ina drilling
erew early next Srring and with the possibility of develosing sufficient ground
to warrant a dredge. The road should be maintained on ebout the same scale as
during the past year. The tractor loader and two trucks do a good job of
catching up on gravel. Considerable brusa cutting and re=shaping of the road
is needed. Concrete abutment of steel bridge across upper Peters Creek needs
repairs, Summer maintenance onky required,

|. Summer Maintenance- - -- $15,000.00

Route 55C_- Sterling Hichwav, (129.5 miles road)

Stripping was completed on the entire route in 1949, with sufficient
grading and drainage to make the road passable during the winter for through
traffic to Homer. Heaviest remaining work lies in the 24 mile. section between
Mile 69 on the Kenai end and 26 from Homer (Mile 37.5 from Homer equals
Mile 81 from Forest Boundary, approxim.tely). Grading is 75: to 80% completed

Route 4S - Iliamna Ray - Ilianma Lake.
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and most of the culverts are in, but considerable reditching and lateral
drainage remains to be done. The entire section must be gravelled and in
addition to this there renains one mile of gravelling at Hile 66, where
heavy gracing remains to be done, two miles of regravelling between 67-69,
and one half mile on the Homer end, for an equivalent of approximately 27
miles.

Bridges across Ninilchik River and Deep Creek have only a bare deck.
Wheel guard and hand rails must be installed, Kenai and Kasilof bridges
require permanent type decking. The three steel bridges across the Kenai,
Kasilof and Anchor Rivers remain to be painted.

Placing of crushed rock surfacing will be started in 1950 on the
section between Kenai Junction and the Chugach National Forest boundary.
Progress will depend on the ability of the revemped Gruendler crushing
plant to turn out the rock. The plan is to stockpile crushed material,
with only a minimum crew, until the plant has proven itself and the capacity
etermined. Any breakxdowms or adjustments of the plant will thereby affect
only the immediate crusher personnel, who will effect revairs, and eliminate
any lost time for hauling crews and equipment. Actual organization of the
hauling and olacing crew will follow when continuous operation is essurred.
This will mean re-loacing from stockoile, but the cost should be negligible
compared to inevitable lost tine to hauling crew by bin loading from the
crusher unit. Necessary regrading will precece placement of crushed rock
and wiil be cocrdinated with the entire operation.

‘The 27-nile gravel progr:m on the section betweén Kenai and Homer
should be timed to beat the rainy season normally starting in July. Several
plans are being considered, one of which would utilize frozen roadbed and
early spring operations with Did-10's and dragline to gravel at least three
miles from Wile 25.5 to 26.5 on the Homer end and possibly a greater distance
if conditions are right. Another plan is to cover the entire distance with
a light spread as rapidly es vossible and then reinforce the gravel cover.
Muddy conditions could thereby be elimiuated over most of the section when
the rains come. Loading equirment is considered adequate but ten to twelve
five yard trucks are needed to set up the necessery crews to accomplish
the job. It is recors.ended that trucks destined for the Cantwell~Richardson
Highway project be diverted to the Kenai Peninsula for nost of the season.

Equipment disposition and needs will be covered more fully under
Section III,

All work on she Sterling Highway for 1950 will be under the direction
of one General Foresen instead of two as in the past when construction was
pushed from both ends,

It is also recomiended that consideration be given toward initiating
the construction of a permanent camp at the Kenai Road Junction for future
construction, and summer and winter maintenance. This should include a
garage, warehouse, dormitories and the necesszry residences or apartments
for permanent personnel,

or
oR
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Construction and Summer Maintenance- - - - -$550,000.00
Winter Maintenance and overnaul -- 60,000.00

.
Routes 75, 754, L - Anchoraze Roads. (123.0 miles road)

With completion of paving on the Anchorage-Palmer section of the
Glenn Highway sometime during the summer of 1950, asphalt surface maintenance
will become a new type of operation for the District. It is our understand-
ing that maintenance equipmentis being studied and will be procured by Juneau
headquarters.

Tne entire system of roads south of Anchorage is being subjected to
steadily increasing traffic. All old roads are in need of brush removal,
some widening, reditching, and spot gravelling, Side drainage must be impro-
ved at many locations. A steel bridge is to be erected at the new crossing
of Peters Creek, Eagle River, Eklutna River and Knik Bridges must be painted.
Eagle River has only tne shop coat, end the paint is wearing thin on the
others. Consideration is vceing given to possibility of contracting the
painting after further study and estimate of costs.

Sanding of paved roads must receive considerable attention, with pro-
-curemait of sufficient moder equipmemt to attain effective results, Tfrocure-
ment and storage of sanding material for rapid operations during freezing
temperatures is a necessity.

More road signs are needed on all roads in the vicinity of Anchorage,
and on the Palmer highway.

With the great increase in rural population south and east of Anchor-
age, and along the Palmer Highway, snow removal and winter maintenance has
reached a role of utmost importance. Wo longer can roads be allowed to close
even for a few hours, day or nignt. Workers cannot reach their places of
employment on the Railroad, at Fort Richardsm, in the City, and schools are
thrown off schedule. Traffic jams develop rapidly, with great danger to occu-
pants of vehicles during sub-zero temperatures, Lack of sand on one incline
on a main road can result in a traffic snarl that takes hours to untangle.
No two Winters are exactly alike, which mikes it difficult to accuretely
estimate the amount of funds required for winter work, Summer mintenence
funds must be expended when emditions are right for ding necessary work and
are not available for increasing winter operations during a bad year such as
1948-1949, At this time those costs mve not yet been compiled.

The recomaended amount of funds for these roads was at by teking
the entire amount set up by Juneau, reserving necessary funds for outlying areas
in the District, and setting up the remainder for Anchoraze roads, With the
work load for 1950 in this area, the funds recommended appear to be insufficient.
Therefore, separate funds are included under Section II to relieve the main-
tenance funds.

Sumer Haintenance- - ~ - - = $95,000.00
Winter Maintenance- 35,000.00.
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Route 75D -— Anchorace Depot.

Funds recommended are for continuation of our program to provide a
depot at Anchorage where all major supplies are stored and issued, and where
most of the major overhaul of equipment can be accomplished for aras joined
to Anchorage by roads, hore unheated storage isneeded for materals and
supplies and Quonset huts serve this purpose reasonably well. The present
three huts used for mess hall and living quarters should be placed on good
foundations for this purpose and a small mess hall and dormitory provided,
We are now in process of jacking up and moving the old building from the foot
of "C" Street to the Denot area in the hopes that it can be placed on per-
manent foundatiors and vartitioned for combined mess hall end dormitory, I+
is still problematical what condition it will arrive in. Provision must also
pe made for warn storare of equipment required on winter maintenance, Present
funds are not adequate to plan for this in 1950 program..

pp het®?oh Concrete place-ent for floor in the mezzanine section will be only
hat

eoupseted
from 1949 funds. The remainder will be placed in the summer

of 1950

Yard area will be enlarged and low spots filled due to settlement.
Painting of buildings will be completed and some landscaping started.

Maintenance and Imorovement -$15 ,O000 ,00
°

Route 75-P_- Anchorase-Potter Road. (14.1 miles road)

Maintenance will include protection of high fills, from erosion, re=-
ditching following stabilization of slopes, and surface maintenance. Snow
removal costs should be low due to wide roadway and excellent alignment.
Truck plows can handle very effectively. Completion of this road will be dis-
cussed under Section II.

Summer Maintenance- - $6 000,00
Winter Maintenance- ---------- 2,000.00

Route _76-C - Centwell-Richardson Highwaz.(New Project.)
Base of operations for this project will be at or near Cantwell on

the Alaska Railroad, Road Commission facilities are almost non-existent at
that point, consisting of one Quonset warehouse used by survey crews, As
indicated in letter cf Chief, Qverations Division, dated December 6, 1949,
selection of. final location for the permanent depot should be deferred until
a thorough investigation can be made of all possible sites, The final route
into McKinley Park will have some bearing on the depot location.

Regardless of permanent depot location, a warehouse approxinately
24'x4S! should be constructed at Cantwell, and fuel tanks of 10,000 gallon
capacity be installed for both gasoline and diesel fuel. A short racd lroad
siding should also be constructed for spotting cers with a ramp at the end
for unloading equipment from flats, Other permanent or semi-permanent ouild-
ing recomended for the first season should inclide.a steel frame parage
40'x100' on concrete footings with concrete floor, a combination mess hall
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and dormitory to handle messing for 50 men and quarters for about 20 men,
and a frame builcing with concrete floor for electric generator and well
pump for water supply, A temporary warehouse, approximately 24!x50! would
bé required if the depot is at a point other than Cantwell. Tents could
be used for temporary housing at depot site during camstruction.

A considerable proportion of the funds set up for the first season
must necessarily go into eauipment, depot construction, and camp materials
and supplies, Actual road work should consist srimarily of opening up as
much ground as possible to allow for drainage and stabilization for extensive
grading operations the follow ig year and thereafter. Two fairly lerge strip-
ping crews with a small aaount of srading equipment are contemplated, follow-
ed by a small grading crew to advance the gracing work as ground and weather
conditions pernit. No gravellinz should be attempted the first season, except
that which can be done by carryall equipment on short haul.

To open un as uch ground as possible, the advance stripping crews must

ve set up with quarters, mess nall end wash room on skids, which can be
rapidly moved over short distences, Sturdy frame construction, with only
exterior sheathing and roof can be used during the summer, and \dnterized as
required with weatherproof paper and interior insulation board, Skids should
provice about 20 inches of clearance, and a smooth surface of light sheet
metal installed uncer floor joists to prevent moss and roots from oiling up
between the skids. Sketches of all desired buildings will be covered as a
separate subject,

Surveys taard MeKinley Park will be started from Cantwell as early
as possible to definitely fix the final route. Continuation of locction
toward Susitne River Crossing anc the Richardson Highway will be coordinated
with progress of construction to ease 1 the supply situation as much as
possi ble.

Initial supply of fuel and lubricants will be distributed along the
route on the snow in early Spring with bob sleds, Advance crews will go up
to Cantwell early in arch for freighting followed by building workers as
materials become available end weather conditions permit.

Equipment requirements are listed under Section III.
New Construction = = =-§1,000,000.00

Route 92 AA — Bethel Airfield and Road. (1.3 miles road)

The situation eat Bethel during the past swamer was not conducive to
progress in maintaining the roads and extending them, or in the maintenance
of the airfield. The Foreman is doing all he can with an old truck and a
rented tractor. It is time to remedy this situation if we are to accomplish
much of anytliing, and we could easily lose the services of our part tine
foreman who would be difficult’to replace, Tractor rental amounted to $1,304.00
in 1949, mostly for loading sand. The dump: truck is in poor condition and
should be replaced by a 3 yd. veliicle,
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The airfield is in need of considerable fill m:terial to bring
u low spots and depressions due to settlement and erosion. An attempt
will be made to secure the use of a D-S, tractor and 12 yd. carryall from
the Civil Aeronautics Commission for ten days to two weeks to accomplish
this work as soon as spring weather permits.

Improvements and additional road emstruction are discussed in
Section II, Equinment recommendations under Section III,

~

Summer Haintenance- ~$13,000.00

Route 92-R - Dillincham-Snaz Point. (9.5 miles road).

Summer maintenance funds are required for patrol maintenance, spot
gravelling, replacement of one bridge with a culvert, and improved drainage.
Winter maintenance covers snow removal, and overhavl of eauiument by the
Foreman. The AC-35 tractor does not warrent an overhaul job and will be
used only far lisht work. Purchase of a new DS tractor with angle blade
is recommended to replace the too heavy D-7 with straight blade, both for
summer work and winter plowing. The D-7 could be shifted to Naknek if that
pro ject is undertaken.

The road patrol is providing good results in summer surface mainte-
nance, The winter situation should be much better with a steady foreman on
the job and the numerous co:plaints received in the past from that area should
decrease. Improvement is discussed under Section II.

Summer Haintmance- - - - - = - - - = — =$13,000,00
Winter Maintenance- - - 7,000.00

QnA - Bull River Road, (17.0 miles road),

With only assessment work going on in this area, only necessary
maintenance to hold the road from deteriorating is recommended, Some addi-
tional cribbing end filling will be required at the far end of the Chulitna
bridge.

Summer Maintenance- -$3, 000.00

Qk - Kodiak Roads. (7.9 miles road)

Funds recommended are for surface maintenance, slice removal, re-
ditching, and spot gravelling. Traffic is increasing through steady growth
and suburban home construction. The section of main highway to the Naval
Base requir.s constant attention on removal of sluffing rock and surface ©

maintenance, Crew will consist of about three men in the summer and one to
two mien, as required, during the winter mmths on snow removal and overhaul,

Improvement and reemstruction recomended appears in Section II,
‘and new equipment under Section III,
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Summer Naintemnce- - - - - - — - - — = — -$20,000.00
Winter Maintenance and overhaul- - - 5 3000.00

(7!..9 miles road; 1.5 sled road; 9,0 trail)
Sumer maintenance +411 not be heavy, with the entire section under

contract. It will cover only the secticns con which
the contra tor has not it

undertaken rehabilitation work, {2.ee ANAL? OY DepecbAlls ALNantegota |

aAWinter maintenance continues in importance and will require more
sanding and greater care in snow removal, with an asphalt surfece to main-
tain in the future.

4

Section II covers inprovement not included in contracts.
Sumer Maintenance- - - - - = = -$ 5,000.00
Winter haintenance- - ~ 25,000.00

98 — Homer Roads. (42.4 miles road)

Completion of the Sterling Highway will throw a large volume of traffic
on the local road syst=exn. Light gravel surface will suffer and blade main-
tenance will be miltiplied. The increased traffic will eventually require
all-weather roads throughout, of a stendard comparable to the Matanusia
Valley, and vlanning is'’in that direction. Normal summer and winter mainte=-
nance funds are included in the avove figures, including the work of building
some form of cribbing at Miller's Landing. Investigation was made late in
1949 of possible gravel ceposits at Olsen Hountain on the bench lands, and
encouraging prospscts were encountered, Further investigations will be con~
ducted in.the Spring of 1950 to determine whenter the devosit is ot sufficient
sizeto warrant a road several miles long. Cost of haul from the beach at
Homer is almost prohibitive for gravelling bench roads. No further extension
of these roads is recoimzended until present roads are greatly improved over
their present condition.

Civil Aeronautics Conmission is preparing a request for improvement of
a section of road to serve tneir receiver station on a reinbursable besis
in amount of approximately $2,500.00. Imcrovement of the vital Hast End road
near the beach is covered under Section II.

Summer Maintenance~ -- -- ‘= -$29,000.00
Winter Maintenance- ---- - 6,000.00

FARM ROADS:

Petitions for Farm and Industrial Roads are being received regularly
in the District office. At the present time there are on file in the District,,
28 requests for roads, footbridges and evm the gravellins of subdivision i
roads. Eighteen of the requests, representing 53 miles of road, have con=

|

siderable merit for early construction. Most of them are in the Anchorage
area, adjoining the hatanuska Valley and along the Sterling Highway and
branches,

96B ~ Glenn Highwa;.
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From a population standpoint, the area near Anchorage south of the
Oilwell Read end East of the new Potter Road is the most critical. Not
only is practically all available land taken up but a total of 355 small
tracts have been disposed of to veterans an others, An additional 294
tracts will be made vailable for home sites in the near future. To ade-
quately serve tlis area, aprroxim-.tely 15 miles of roads will be required.
Egneering studies have been made and data is being compiled,

°

It is the understanding of this office that a farm road policy is
in process of discussion and dovelopment. Rather than submit any recommen-
ded priority list of construction at this time, a summary of all requests will
be brought to the District Engineers Conference for decision.

Completion of previous projects and new cmstructio-- ~- - -$150,000.00
Route 75 E — Anchoraze Avartients.

. Funds reconmended are for completion of gravel fill around the build-
ings, replacing topsoil, installing clothes lines, building garbage racks to
City specifications, completion of exterior painting which was elinineted from
the cmtract and construction of entry sidevalks,.At the tine funds for these
extras were set up last season, it was merely a sum set up by Juneau to take
care of immedicte needs such as stripping and backfillins the area, water and
sewer lines, anc fuel tanks.

Total required --------- --------- $6,CO0,00

Anchoraze Asphalt Plant,

The amount recommended is for operation and maintenance of the plant
for a period of approximetely six months from April 15 to October 15, The
estinate includes cost of fuel.

Operation and maintenance- 950,000.00

Contract Engineering and Insvection.

No cost figures are available from the past on which to base estimates
for engineering and inspection on cmtracts on Alaska Highways. Using.a
figure of eight percent, and assuming that Glenn Bel and B-2 will overrun
25% of bid price, the answer is aporoximtely $275,000. A further problen
of breakdown of this figure arises when it is not definitely lmowm how many
of survey and inspection personnel will be classified employees. ‘The District
recommendation is for 100% classification, which would place a large percentag
of the funds in Juneau Purchase, Field funds are for mess operation, camps,etc.

Total required - ew
ew ee $275,000.00
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KUSKOKWIM _SUB-DISTRICT

Routes 32B, 33C, Flat Roads: (35.7 miles road)

The crew on these roads consists of a foreman and one other man
with excellent results being obtained. This situation could easily deteriorate
unless a longer season is provided, especially for the forman. Funds are set
up to provide at least seven months of work. Gravel surfacing is the major
effort each season. A small loader is needed to utilize numerous tailing
piles along all roads. This will increase production and reduce haul distance
ever the trap loading with dozer as practiced in the past. Other maintenance
will include bridge repairs, reditching and surfece blading. Winter dragging
of the airfield required periodically, not included in maintenance funds.

Summer Maintenance~ - - - - we wee -$15 ,000.00

(61.5 miles road)

Mining activity continues in this area despite setbacks in other
parts of the Territory. One dredge overated during the season on lower Gaines
Creek and a number of mechanized outfits worked on other creeks. Inokko Dred-
ging Conoany is rebuilding the dredge on upper Gaines Creek and brougnt in
considerable new machinery curing the summer. Surveys are also being made for
possible military instalictions.

Funds recommended are for reditching, brush removal and continuation
of gravel surfacing toward Sterling Landing from Candle Creek, and am the upper
Gaines Creek road. Bridge at Anvil Creek, rear Ophir, must be replaced. Ad-
ditional work is needed to complete the interior of the new garage and for
maintenance of the Foreman's residence,

Summer Maintenance- - ~ $38,000.00
Winter Maintenance- ----------- 1,060.00

Route S0_ F, Medfra-Nixon Hine. (12 miles road)

For minimum maintenance to protectthe road frou excessive erosion
and deterioration. To be charzed to Takotna allotment.

The folloting is a vreakdowm of funds for the various routes and
projects. ‘where no actual figures were set up by the Juneau office, District
estimates are submitted:

Routes 32G, 38D,H, Takotna Roads



Mr, Taylor - Juneau - Dec. 29, 1949

MAINTENANCE
Page 12

*Note:
clasified employees pid from Jnem office,

Progam Total
Route Summe Winter Program JeP &M Field

Plewatduy 35A , DB $18,000 $ 7,000 $ 25,000 $6,500 $5,500 # 13,000
Val 35B PF ,C,H,J-+ddmn52, 000 20,060 712,000 18,000 16,000 38,000FE / 32B,33C 15,000 15,000 3,300 2,700 9,000
Tebrtue 32G, 36D,H 38,000 1,000 39,000 “9,000 8,000 22,000

48, heb 5,0CO --- 5,000 1,200 g00 3,000
Tethaitiva 51 15,000 --- 15,0C0 4,000 3,000 8,000
Duahorn4e75,75A,L¢ahmw 95,000 35,000 130,000. 34,000 29,000 67,000
Aitel,, DepsO75D 15,000 --- 15,000 } 3,800 3,200 8,000

pen 75P 6,000 2,000 8,000“ 2,000 1, 500 4,500
Aetel 92AA 13,000 ~-- 13,000 3,300 2,700 7,000

Pvsg lean G2R 13,000 7,000 20,000 5,0CO 4,000 11,000
pforade- 93A 3,000 --- 3,000 600 4,00

*

2,000
Kodiak 9d, 20,000 5,000 25,000 6,500 5,000 13,500
Cluw 96B 5,000 25,000 30,0CO 8,000 6,000 16,000
Homer 98 29,000 6,000 * 35,000 9,0C0 7,000 19,000

TOTALS~ - - — $342,000 $108,000
—

$450,000 114,200 $94,800 $241,000

NEW WORK

Route Program J.P. "_LéN Field
55C $ 610,000 $160,000 130,000. $320, 0C0
76C 1,000,000 490,000 160,000 350,000
Farm Roads 150,000 39,000 33,060 78,000

TOTALS- - = $},760,000 $689,000 $323,000 $745,000

McKINLEY PARK

Route Program JaPa L&éh Field
46D, DA $20, 200 $ 5,300 $4,000 $11,000
TOTALS-- - $20,300 $ 5,300 $4,000 $11,000

OTHER
Route Prosran J.P. L&M Field
75E (Apartmmts) $ 6,000 $ 1,400 $ 1,100 $ 3,500
103 (Asphalt Plant}50,000 Ly, ,000 10,000 26 ,000* Contract Ingr. & ,

Inspection- - = -275,000 200,000 35,000 40,000
TOTALS- - - - — 9331,C00 $215,400 $46 100 969, 500

Breakdown based on all employees on actual
emgineering and inspection being

yo
re

oy
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SECTION II

(Rehabilitation and Improvement) .

Route354, DB ~ Mountain Roads.

A minim of viork has been dor.e on these roads since'1941. The road
from Willow Station to Luciy Shot is in poor conditin an needs heavy re-
habilitetion in the way of drainage, reditching and gravel. On the Hatanuska
Valle Sie, the roacs are narrow, crooked and overgrowing witl brush. The
first 15 miles of the Fern and Snowbird branch road is subject to snowslides,
and should have a mile of rolocation starting near Little Susitna Lodge and
joining the old road near the old Viabel Mine. Construction by-pass was star=—
ted in 1948 down Archangel Creek but was abandoned due to wet, sliding hill-
side on the route end erosion by the Creek.

Rehabilitation, and 1 mile relocation -- - - - -$30,000.00

Routes 35 BLF,G,H,J. Valley Roads,

As discussed under Section I, the entire system of roads is in need of
heavy maintenance and regraveiling which cannot be caught up with normal main-
tenance funds. The funds requested are to bolster us maintenance funds which
are insufficient to core with a deteriorating situation.

Improvement --------

rt
- - $40,000.00

Routes 75, 75A, L - Anchorage Roads,

The same situation exists as has been mentioned under Valley Roads.
Ditches need to be opened uv and brush vushed back from shoulders, Additional
culverts are needed as well as lateral drainase. Extensive gravelling is in order
to bring the roads back te where normal maintenance can keep them in shape.
This surfacing should be crushed rock. Round gravel will net stay in place uncer
the heavy traffic around Anchorase.

“Improvement He ee ee - $30,000.00

Route 75 P - Anchoraze-Potter Road,

Funds recommended are actually for completion of crushed rock surfacingon the project. Some res papieg must pe dome this fivst year
apter omy)ete pa etwk yeof the road. ay)Wea he, tOnRL, neveralecy,Ol Cov? rence. we

Completion of project- + - - - -970,000.0
eS Tua Rowse

Route 92 AA - Bethel Airfield and Road. Coustiu, aca7
No appreciable progress has been made in past vears to extend the road

up the ridge to the new village area, and to the new cemetery which has been
established due to River erosion of the old one. Three to four miles of new
road are needed to serve the Bethel area, Mainte@mance funds cannot be made
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to stretch ver far in that type of country. This is actually new construc-
tion, and will help to purchase the new euipment needed at Bethel,

Extension and improvement - - - - - - ~$20,000.00

Route 92 2 - Dillingham-Snag Point.

The plank road just out of Dillingham has needed replacment for years.
The final solution is a fill across the swamp to Windmill Hill. The Dillinghan
Town Meeting ras petitioned a fill sufficiently high to form a lake for floa
planes, similer to the Homer setun. A more detciled survey is needed but the
plank road must be replaced and ‘ny fill placed now would serve later for the
damn. ,

Improvement - ~ - $15,000.00

Route 94 - Kodiak Roads.

The Kodiak depot has alwazrs been a makeshift affair, built from any
materials that could be obtained locally or through Army Salvage. Now that
we must move our installetions to the new site on the Mill Bay road most of
the lean-to and tacked-on sheds are nob worth the cost of tearing down and
re-assembling.

We are attempting to obtain a 20'!x1l20! warehouse from the Army installa-
tions at Fort Abercrombie eat Point near Mill EBay,and perhaps a Quonset
hut. The Army Engineer, Fort Richardson will give us an ansver on this early
next Spring. Concrete foundatims and floor should be installed uncer the
warehouse, which would be used as a repair shop and equipmant storage building,
md would also contain parts rooms and office, The Quonset wuld be usedas a
warehouse.

For Depot ---------------- = = = = $20,000.00

Route 96 ~ Horer Roads,

Homer is experiencing the most rapid growth of any community on Kenai
Peninsula. A business section is taking shape and people are building hoes
along the main roacs, and especially toward the East. The section of the
East gnd road, between the Road Commission depot and Miller's Landing, is
crooked, rolling anc narrow. Signt distence is poor, and cars sust slow dow
almost to a stop to pass. Local traffic has increased rapidly, and when
gravelling is completed on the Sterling Highway next season the numoer of cars
travelling these roads will be -ultiplied many times. Opening of the road to
Anchorage will find the roads jammed with cars.

A start should be made in 1950 to improve the roads adjacent to the
beach at Homer,

Rehabilitation and improvement - - ----- - = $20,000.00
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Most rehabilitation and improvement wrk can be accomplished with
maintenance equipment augnented by heavier equipment for short periods which
would move from job to job. A maximum amount af the funds would go into
field work.

The following is breakdown of the recomnended funds for this program:

Route Prozran Je P. L&M Field
35a, DB $ 30,000 $ 7,000 $ 6,000 $17,000
35 B,F,G,H,d 40,000 10,000 8,000 22,000
75, 75 AsL 30,000 7,000 6,000 17,000
75P 70,000 18,500 15,500 36,000
92 AA 20,000 6,000 3,000 11,000
92 R 20,000 7,000 3,000 10,000
oh 20,000 5,500 3,500 11,000
98 20,000

‘
4,500 3,500 12,000

TOTALS - - - 250,000
'

$65,500 948, 500 $136,000

Route 46 D — Ht.McKinle: Park Roads.

Rehabilitation of roacs in HcKinley Park is outlined in a letter dated
August 9, 1949 from Chief, Construction Division to Commissioner of Roads for
Alaska, which also establishes amount of funas.

The 1950 program includes replacement of one large bridge (Savage River),
five small bridges, and elimination of two bridses by substituting culverts, all
between the Station and Mile 20.4. The program also includes one minor Line
improvement, and resurfacing Miles 47 to 55.3. :

Rehabilitation and Improvenent ----------- $200, 000,00

JP .
Route Program Gere L&M Field

L6D $200,000 $100,000 $30,000 970,000
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SECTION III

(Equipment)

Atichorage Local, Valle: Roads, Mountain Roeds, Glenn Highway,
and Contract Construction,

This system of connected roads can be considered as one group, from
an equipment standpoint, because of flexibility in shifting equipment rapidly.

Major construction equinmmt on hand includes the following:

U, Tractors. (2-06, 2~D7, 2-HD1,, 4-TD18, 4-HD19.)
5 Carryall Scrasers (2-12 yd, 2~9 yd.)

10 Motor patrols (9-12 ft, 1-10 ft.)
3 Power shovels (1-3/8 yd, 1+3 yd, 1+3/4 yd.)

12 Ford Dump trucks, 3 yd.
9 Reo Dump trucks, 5 yd. -

2 Pull Graders (1-10 ft, 1-12 ft.)
The above construction and maintenance equipment can be expected to

perform the work recomended for this area, including rehabilitation and improve-
ment. The old crusner at Palmer will be overhauled for surfacing Potter and
other roads if recomendations 2re annroved.

Winter maintenance equipment is a different story. The present vlows,
while capable of handling light snowfall by continucus operation during snow
storms, are not heavy enough to cope with drifts of any size. Motcr graders
must be used almost continuously to cut dow the packed snow and to wing back
she berms, Bulldozers ar2 called out as a last resort on unpaved reads, The
answer is neavier truck-pvlow equipnmt,. A start has been made in that direce
tion with the Walters truck for which a blade and wing has been ordered. Tro
additional heavy truck~plows are needed, which would place one at Anchorage and
two at Palmer. One of the Palmer clows would work Glenn Highway to Eureka if
the lighter plows are unable to handle.

A rotary plow is freauently required to handle through cuts ard mountain
roads. Our 15 year old Snogo at Palmer should be replaced by a newer model
with three screws, A Hotor-grader type wuld not be as effective on the crooked,
narrow roads on which this type of equipment would be mostly employed.

Sanding of roads rust be more rapid and effective, especially on pavement.
At least 6 mechanical sanders are required with two at Anchorage, two at Paluer
and two inthe mountains on the Glenn Highway, We are now testing out a Hall
sander through courtesy of Nerthern Comercial Company and expect to have a
Flink type through Yukon Equipment in the near future.
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The following additional equipment is recommended for 1950:

- Freight truck, long wheel base, vith stake rack and -
hydraulically operated tail gate. . _

Snogo.s 3-SCrew.Light Plants, 25 Ki. for Glenn Highway mountaincaps. -

Survey venicles, suburban, for survey crews on contracts,*
Pickup trucks, 3ton, for inspectors on contracts and for *

maintenance replacements.
~ Mechanical Senders. (To be

specified
later). ~

Coupe for District angineer
1 - Water puwan, portaole, 13", air cooled gas engine driven, ~

with intake iose and screen.

PO
AN

N
E

!

Mount McKinley Parx Roads,

For a purely caintenance crogram, on the same scale as in recent years,
mo new equipment will be required,

On the proposedimprovement and bridze replacement
progreti,

the major
items would incluce a boon, dragline bucket, piledriver leads and a hammer
for the 20B srovel, end @ pickup truc!c for the foreman. Mo design data is
available on the bridges as a guide for ordering piledriver equipment

or such
items es a concretemixer if concrete abutments or cther concrete tore is
involved,

Sufficient time would be available to prepare equipment and tool lists
when the progrem is xno.

own
, anc before bridge materials coulda be delivered on

the ground,

Tliarna Roads. : .

No new equipment is contaaplated. It may be necessary to transport a
De tractor and comoressor from Homer to facilitate rock work and gravel
loadinz, The 30 gas Cat. should be. replaced tith a more devendeble machine
until the road is in sha

Pe

to wuere the 35 gas Cat. can nendle. This is a
ir

sn
local problem which requires additional field investigation.

Advantage should be taken of the favorable weather in the early summer
to complete all grading work on the section between Mile 66 and 93, including
initial gravellinz. To prevent any delay to the gravel program, which would

’ thereby run in the costly rainy season, there should be a nininuna of distur-
bance to the present equipmait set-up on the Kenai Peninsula,

On hand are the following major items of usable equipments

Sterling H war
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22 Tractors (3-D7, 6-HDLU,, 13-Ds.)
6 Carryall Scrarers (5-12 to 14 yd, and 1-8 yd.)
5 Motor Graders, 12 ft,
6 DW-10 Tractors & wagons
3 Euclids & wagons
3 Pull graders
3 Power Shovels (2/4 yd. NW, 15~B, and4 yd. Link-Belt. )1 Draglire (13zd. -NW)
3 Ford Dump ome!“Sy 3 sd.
6 International Dump Trucks, 5 yd.

Any other earthnovinz or gravelling equipment cannot be considered except
for light maintenance work end camp use. The Link-Belt shovel also falls into
this catagory.

It will be necessary to set up two large grading crews and three gravel
crews to attain the maximum speed and efficiency toward early completion of an
all-weather road. In addition, there will be the re-grading and crusning crews
which will be built up as rapidly as the crusher operation warrants.

Two De8 tractors must be shizped to Cantwell far spring freighting, and
possibly one U-6 and one D-4 if required, As the work clears up on the
Sterling Highway, end the Farm Road program clarifies, it may be possible to
wove a few of the best D-C's and perhaps a carryall or tio to Cantwell,

Gravel hauling equinment must be increased to meet the program. It is
a Gtrecommended that future Cantwell trucks be purchased for work on the Sterling

Highway and shipped north when the initial gravelling is under control.
’
The following additional equipment is recommended for 1950:

1 Freight truck, 3-4 ton, long wheelbase with stake body and
hydraulically onerated loacing tail gate,

L Truck Tractor, 4—5 ton, cab over engine, short wheelbase with ,

double oscillating 5th wheel, air connectiais and control
valve for trailer brakes, (Similar to Auto Car Model U7ULT)12 Dump trucks, 5 cu,yd. (to be transferredto Cantwell.)

1 Coupe pickup
1 Light Plant, 5 KW - AC
1 " "> 3 Ky-Ac

x»

Cantyvell—Richardson Highway,

Caution should be exercised in the selection and balancing of equinnent
for this operation. The first season, with its heavy expenditures for camp

materials, and start of permanent depot, coupled with purchase of considerable
service equipment, lends itself somewhat to titis plan.
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Permafrost boundaries are not entirely clear, All indications from work
which was done, years. 2go, and from explorations during the location survey
point to extensive giecier deposits overlain with moss, light brush and saall
spruce, The Location Enginecr's report states "there is plentyof gravel surfac~
ing along the route of the highway, but it will be necessary to have a screeningendcrushing plant because there is a considerable amount.of oversize rock in
the gravel."

Plan of oper:tions is to open up as much grading ground, well in advance,
as possible. Cnly extensive e:mlorations will disclose how much grading ground
will be found in the first 34 miles of road row substantially lecateda, It appears
that we should be prepared to utilize all suitable borrow materials with the
idea of keeping the road un above the surrounding ground to ease the snow removal
problems, In that eyent, the stripping crews wuld frequentl, revert to grading
operations to balance out the overall plan of

progress
and the ever~present

supply problem. .

Tractor equirment is purposely, and also through linitetion of funds, held
to a minimum. The sane applies to scraper equipment until tne full story de-~
velops on the ground conditions. Although shovel and truck

equipment
is not

planned for the early part of the season, if at all, the vehicles should be
purchased on the basisPiha they are needed on tne Sterling Highway for a goad

_ part of the sumer,

Two tractors, D-€, till be transferred irom the Kenai Peninsula for spring
freishting. Pernaps other equipment can be moved up later, based on its con-
dition end the program on the Kenai. The use of large Athey Wagons in lieu of
bob-sleds has also been considcred advisable which is a change in recortzendations
submitted under Section I, This tyne of equinumt nas proven satisfactory in
snow, andcen also be utilized for summer freishting.

Purchase of the following major items of equipment is recommended:

Tractors with Dozers, D-S or equivalent.
Carryall Scrapers, 12-1 yd.
Athey wWagais, Stake Body, 1O ton cavacity.
Grader, pull, 12 ft. large rubber tires.
Power shovel, 3/4 yd. with rock pucket, 60 ft,

sectioiel boom, and dragline bucket.
Are Welder, 300 Ais. cas enzine driven,
hotor grader, Tandem Drive, 12 ft.
Light Plant, 25~30 KW. ,

u n 24 KW
Preight Truck, 3 ton, with hydraulically ope:rmted lift tail gate,
Tani truck, 2000 gallon with puxp.
Pickups, > ton, 4 wheel drive
Pickup,4 ton, standard
Fuel Storese Tanks, 12,000 gallon.

u " Tank, 10,000 gallon.
Electric dispensing pump with meters,

N
EP

RP
N

O
o

Other small camp equipment will be requisitioned in the normal manner,
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Bethel must be better equipped if we are to make any headway there, or
even hold what we elready have, This has previously been discussed under
Section I.

Recommended for purchased:

L Dump Truck, 3 yd.
1 Tractor, D-4, with "Southwest" combination bucket loader

and bulldozer blade, to be supplied with mountings and
power control unit attached to tractor.

Dillinghem-Snag Point.

With a Foreman-mechanic on a year round basis, we are in position to
keep up the equipmet and provide satisfactory summer and winter maintenance,
The new shop requires some additional equinnent to function properly.

The D~7 tractor vith straignt blade is not 4 satisfactory mschine jor
maintenance and improvement and snould be replaced with a D-S with angle blade.
It is realized tmt this is only feasible if additional work is coming up or
if the D-7 can be trensferredto Naknek on the proposed road. .

Equipment recommended:

1 D-6 Tractor with angle blade, complete with mountings and
power control unit attached,

1 Arc Welding Machine, 200 Amp. air cooled, gas engine
driven, with hood, leads, electrode holder and
ground clamvs, (Lincoln

1 Light Plant, 2 KW - AC, water cooled,
1 Air compressor, small shop size, electric driven.

Kodiak, Roadse .

The present dump trucks are old and require continuous heavy repairs.
Length of gravel haul is long and this is one of the main maintenaice opera-
tions,

Required:
2 Dump trucks, 3 yd,

Flat Roads,

The truck equinment at Flat is old and due for more heavy repairs, One
new truck is needed,

Bethel Airfield ana moad,
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Trap loading with dozer is a slow and costly method of obtaining road
surfacing material in this locality, especially when the area is dotted with
tailing piles from placer workings which need only a loader to utilize them.
Haul distances are reduced and vroduction increased,

Reommended:

1 Dump Truck, 3 yd.
1 Loader, bucket, wheel type. (Will be discussed at Conference)
1 Light Plant, 2 KW, water cooled gasoline engine.
1 Air compressor, shop size, electric driven.

Very. truly
Ours A .

LL onde t fcrWn, J. semi
District =ngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for November 1949, Anchorage District, ‘col. Hi}

Anchorage, Alaska, $i ret?7’
. Di aeGee1, ASAi GHT

\/1% ef& Anchoraze Roads: i _—
ai aat

Regular motor grader maintenance was performed on all the Anclor—" ***

age roads during the early part of the month and were in fair condition when “~“? oe
they froze up on the 9th. First smwrall, about six inches, fell on the 15th.

/Plows worked through the storm until all the reads were clear, as all indi- fi .

cations pointed to a much heavier fall, On November 19th temperatures rose Vs
to a high of plus fifty degrees, melting the mow and causing the roads to
become very slippery. Temperatures remained high until the 23rd when it
started freezing again, Sanding was done on all the reads and the graders
were worked double shift on the 23rd to get the roads back in snape for the ;

expected freeze. During the warm weather, which was like a spring thaw, .

traffic rutted and dug holes in the roads. The weather turned cold on the Nm.
2kth and remained cold for the rest of the month, freezing all roads in
fair condition. A snow cover is now desirable so that running surface can
be placed in good condition for the winter.

be Palmer Highway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the ‘

month. Sanding was continued throughout the month on the paveaent which was
Slippery due to alternate freezing and thawing. Barrels containing Calcium
Chloride, ashes, and sand were spotted on the major hills anc a part time
maintenance man was employed at Chugiak, Mile 18, to take care of the early
morning sanding whenever it becomes necessary. In this manner dangerous
conditions can be quickly remedied at a point which cannot be reached rapid~
ly by maintenance crews from Anchorage or Palmer, and at minimm cost. This
maintenance man, a summer employee, maintains a truck at his residence and
works only when required,

ce. _Anchoraze Depot:

The small electrical contract on the garage. was completed early
in the month. All machines are operating although the tools for the milling NSmachine have not yet arrived, The wire mesh for the concrete floor on the 8

‘mezzanine was secured and partially laid. The wrk is being done by the
garage mechanics as a fill-in job and is going rather slowly. As yet no
concrete placement has been started. The maintenance crew has been busy during

By Government Forces.

“mse
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the month jacking up the old C Street warehouse, moving everything out of
it and getting it ready to move to the new area. Overhaul and painting
of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily. Some difficulty is being
experienced with the parts inventory as many parts were jumbled up in the
move from the old area and were not properly cataloged upon arrival at the
new bins. Inventory should be completed early next month.

d. Valley Roads:

The Valley roads remained in good condition during the mnth
and the mly work accomplished on them was snow removal.

“e, Mountain Roads:

Seven miles of snow was plowed on the mountain roads during the
month,

£. Glenn Highway:

Maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The crew was busy most of the month sanding roads, cleaning sluffed rock
from the roadway, cutting brush along the road to prevent drifting and -

work on glaciers, Snow was removed from the road three times during the
month; on the first, the fifteenth and on the twenty~eighth.

@e Homer Roads:

Work done on the Homer roads consisted of repairing the access
road to the beach at Millers Landing and spot gravelling the East End farm
road where original gravel surfacing was too light,

Ohlson Mountain on the upper bench was prospected for gravel and
a deposit was found near the top which is suitable for surfacing. The extemt
of the deposit is not known and cannot be determined wntil after the spring
thaw. Surveys will also be made to determine length of road required to
reach this deposit, which would eliminate a long haul from the present gravel
source om the beach.

h. Russian River—Homer Road:

Actual: work on the grading was shut down on the 20th of the month
due to wet conditions. A few days later, when freezing weather started again,
carryalls were sent over the ungravelled section to make the road passable
for winter traffic and was officially opened on the 28th. The 58 foot timber
trestle bridge was completed across the Ninilchik River early in the month,

m
ol
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i, Farm Roads:

The Sutton-Jonesville road was completed early in the month,
when additional gravel surfacing was placed by truck haul. The road is
in good condition.

The road from Kenai north to Salamata Beach, known as the North
Kenai Farm road, was cleared, stripped and graded during the month. The
road is 6.1 miles in length and terminstes at Salamata Creek. Surfacing was
not attempted this late in the seasm due to the ground conditions. As the
entire area is being taken up by homesteaders the road may have to be exten-
ded in the future, The ground is high and free of swamps and appears to be
good farming land.

je Dillinzham:

The roads at Dillingham are in very good condition due to grader
maintenance, Brush was pushed back on the blind corners, ditches were cleaned
out; and areas that showed signs of breaking up were resurfaced during the
month, Work is on a winter basis with Foreman Palmer the only employee
except when he,requires help on snow removal.

k. Kodiak:

Motor grader miintenance kept the roads at Kodiak in good condi-
tion during the month. 16 yards of gravel was hauled into bad holes which
developed on the Island Lake cut-off, Although no snow has fallen during
the montn, the wind and freezing conditions caused rock slides along the
Base road which were removed with a dozer, An exceptionally high tide and
wind on the 22nd washed out 100 yards of the breakwater along Mission Road.
A dragline was moved to the area and repairs undertaken, Luckily the retain-
ing logs remained in place,

Work was started on the road to the ACS Receiver site but wet
weather forced the equipment out until next season.

1. Naknek Roads:

Survey was started on the road from Naknek Village to the Airbase
on the Sth of the month, Arthur L. Jess, Engineer from Horer is in charge.
of the work. The first half of the survey was worked from the Village after
which the crew moved to the Airbase to complete from that end. During the
month about & miles of the preliminary line with profile levels, bridge data
and topog was completed, Field work is expected to be completed early in
December with estimates showing the route to be approximetely 13 miles in
length, A supplementary survey of 3 miles from the Village to the mouth of
the river was also completed, This section is important in conjunction with

- the Village-Airbase survey as ships must anchor off the mouth of the river,
and future supply route would have to extend to the beach.
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Since the survey was started, this office has been informed of
an Army Construction project that will require a road in that area, The
military planning officer was requested to present the facts to the Com-
missioner of Roads for Alaska for planning purposes and possible cooperation.

2e By Contract.

a. fl Pr

Contractor did nothing on this section curing the month. The BPR

Engineering office was closed early in the month and all maps and geareither stored or moved to Seward, .

be Ginieinnienien
Contractor is still working 2 nine hour shifts six days per

week and plans to wrk until about Decerber 17 when the plan is to shut
down completely. The crusher was moved from Mile 53 to the 74 mile pit and
crushing and stockpiling of base and plant mix rock started at that point.
Drilling and blasting of rock points on Long Lake Hill, Mile 8&8, was carried
on during the month. Some base gravel was laid during the month and that
section between Miles 48 and 67 is now complete except for Miles 51 and 53
where the subgrade is frozen and it became inadvisable to place crushed
material. Contract is epproximately 25% complete.

Engineering crews have been reduced to 9 men who are handling
the present work, both office and field.

ce Glenn Highway Be2:

The I~line and bench levels have been completed on this section
and the crews are now working on the X=section and profile levels, Antici-~
pated completion date of all field work,including mterial deposits, is
December 20,

CG.

Exterior of both houses were completed except for the final coat
of paint on entry stairs, doors and window trim. Interior wall board com

pleted, finish floors installed, kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing instel-
led in both apartments and linoleum floor and bathroom fixtures installed
in Apartment No. 1.

3. Weather:

The month was quite unusual for this time of the year. On the 3d
rainfall began in the moming and continued all day melting what little snow
was on the ground. On the 5th more rain fell and the temperatures were low
enough to cause freezing as it hit causing an extremely hazardous condition
on all roads, Weather continued cold until the 18th but on the 19th a chinooic
wind raised temperatures a rouhd Anchorage to plus 50 degrees and kept them

uienn nignway, cection As

WULenn Hignway, Bes

aAncnorage Apartocnt Housess



‘Kenai-Homer road on the 21st, returning to Anchorage on the 23rd.
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above freezing until the 23rd. On the night of the 23rd the weather turned
cold and remained cold for the rest of the mmth.

4, Miscellaneous:

' Harry 0. White, Master Mechanic, left for vacation to the States
on the Ist. 0. B. Peterson, District Mechanic, anc L. A. Hatchett, Assistant
District Engineer, made an inspection trip to Naknek and Diilingham on the 8th,
retiusning to Anchorage on the 14th.

Wm. J. Niemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the

High tides of 35 feet, backed up by strong wind on the night of
November 21, piled drift on the Asphalt Dock Line and broke two pipe hangers
and jarred the pipe loose from three more. Repairs were effected inmediately
and it is believed that no permanent damage resulted. The line must be
tested in the Spring.

Arrangements were made during the month with the Army to procure
their surplus power plant ashes for road sanding. Approximately 150 yards
were hauled and stockpiled in the yard. The crusher hopper was erected and
is being used for drying sanding materials, as well as providing a rapid
method of loading trucks in emergencies,

,

Very truly TOUR
WH", cémt

Wn. J. Niemi
District Engineer
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ALASKA ROAD COMMESSI i
Anchorage, Alaska

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Eagineer

‘Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alasia

SUBJECT; Monthly situation report for October 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska.L

a@. Anchorage Roads:

Patrol maintenance kept the Anchorage roads in fair condition
during the month, York of redecking Ship Creek bridge in the Railroad yards
was completed on the 17th of the month, Some surfacing was placed at the
approaches of the bridge. Mireweed Lane in Spenard area was spot graveled
where surfacing showed signs of being inadequate. Some gravel was also
placed on KFQD road where the surface was breeking up. Culverts were cleaned
out on all the roads and marker stakes were erected for locating culverts in
the Spring. Plans to level up the worn Ship Creek Bridge decking with asphalt
mix have been delayed until next spring due to

inclement
weather.

AU.
be. Anchorage-Palmer Hizhway:

Culverts were cleaned cut on the route and end markers erected,
Three side ditches were dug, two through section 16 south of Mt. View, and
the other across 1100 feet of open field north of Merrill Airport. During the
past few years we have been troubled with lack of drainage at both places and
have had numerous complaints from residents and business establishments, Late
in the month a 2 inch snowfall, follewed by thawing weather, caused slippery
conditions which required sanding on all hills and on the Knik River bridge.

c. Anchorage Depot:

Due to unaveilability of materials work on the electrical fixtures
was not completed during the month and a two weeks extension was necessary for
the contractor to finish the work. Work done by our own forces consisted of
installing heating units in the machine shop and installing 200 ft. of drain
culvert in the yard to take care of water from Fifth Avenue. Overhaul and
painting of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily.

d. Valley Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance during the month
on all the Valley roads. Snow fences were set up, and all culverts were
cleaned out and staked. New decking and running plank

was placed on Spring
Creek Bridge.
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e. Mountain Roads:
|

Motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain roads
during the month.

f. Glenn Highway:

Vigdahls returned from their trip outside over the Highway and
were reestablished in the Mile €8 camp. The maintenance crew was cut to
three men with Archie Stadler the only man at 115 mile. Motor patrol mainten-
ance was performed during the month, culverts were cleaned out, sluffed rock
was cleared from the road and icy hills were sanded. Snow fall late in the
month was removed from the roadway with the motor graders, New running plank
was laid down on the

I
oeorL\dge. / /

g Homer Roads:

Maintenance was kept to a minimum on the Homer roads during the
month with motor patrols working the surface only when absolutely necessary
to prevent the road from becoming too rough. Some gravel was placed where

surface showed signs of going to pieces. .

h. Russian River-Homer Road:

Giles Lighterage Service was awarded a contract to haul bridge
lumber by boat from Kenai to the bridge sites at Deep Creek and Ninilchik due
to middy condition of the ungravelled road. ‘The 80 foot trestle bridge across
Deep Creek was driven and lacks only the guard and hand rails for completion.
Driving was started for the Ninilchik River crossing and the bridge should be
completed early in November. Grading on the Kenai end is going forward very
slowly due to inclement weather but every attempt is being made to get in the
dreinage so the road will dry out and be ready for grading early next sumer
and. also to make it passable after the freeze-u.

At Homer grading crews are working gravel hills and even though
the weather was wet during the month, work was not mterially slowed down,
That wet section south of Happy Valley was graded and ditched, work being
done tetween rainy periods.

4. Farm Roads:

Work was completed on the Jonesville-Sutton road on the 17th of
the month, and the road was opened for traffic. The bridge across Eska Creek
was finished early in the month. Clearing of 8 acres of land for Mr. Halstead
at Sutton was also accomplished per our agreement for the cleared land that
our right-of-way took from his homestead. Camp at Sutton was closed down and
the equipment was hauled to Anchorage for repair, overhaul, and storage for
the winter. The gravel crew from the Knik road will work a week or ten days
surfacing the Jonesville road with finer surfacing material.

Upon completion of the Jonesvile-Sutton road one HD-19 was moved
to Caribou Creek and constructed one half mile of road for the settlers below
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the highway, The work went very well with ne"of the trouble anticipated as the
hillside was drz and no sluffing occurred. Actual working time for the tractor
was only two days. This road takes off the highway just north of the Caribou
Creek Bridge and eliminates the old entrance about one quarter way up the hill
which was always plugged by oun snow removal operations, and which Ben Hitchcock
wrote numerous letters about.

The South Kasilof road was completed during the month. Gravel was
hauled by carryalls on those sections that were not constructed from gravel hills,
making an all-weather road of the entire 7 miles, Some regrac.ng remins to be
done next year and spots must be regraveled after settlement.

At Homer, gravel was hauled from the Spit to the new East Ind extension
to provide an all-weather road.

Johns Road on the Anchorage-Seward road was lengthened for 0.5 miles
to take care of homesteaders in that area.

Blueberry Road and Sylvan Way were graded and graveled to take care of
the school bus travel that will be on these roads upon the completion of the new
Spenard Schoo, The school is in the loop formed by Fireweed lane, Spenard Road,
Blueberry Road and Sylvan Way and faces on Blueberry Road.

KENI road was built by settlers and the owners of radio Station KENI,
but was never graded up or graveled. All the ground along the road has now beon
taken up. Dus to the roads importance to the entire community, it was deemed
advisable to take it up as a farm road and to gravel it.

The two loops in the Mountain View area, which fail under cur minten~
ance, were gravelled, These roads were practically impassable last spring.

j. No report received from Dillingham yet. As yet no adverse reports
have reached this office as to the work since our change of foreman. Hatchett
and Peterson plan a trip to Bristol Bay area early in November.

k, Bethel:
The extension from the end of the slough bridge was completed during

the month. Some work has been done on the tracks getting them ready for next
years operations.

1, Kodiak:
Paul Stover returned from the Park-carly in the month and went to

Kodiak for the winter, His brother, who had been handling our work, took leave
and went outside, He is expected back early in November and will return to Kodiak
as a maintenance man, Niemi made an inspection trip to Kodiak late in the month
and at that time work was started on a short piece of road leading to the ACS
transmitter site. Trouble is still being encountered in the person of
Mrs. Nachweith who claims to control the road to the nearest available gravel at
the head of Mill Bay,

re
w
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Me. Takotna and Flat Roads:

Work on the Flat City roads was suspended on the 2nd of the
month, The roads were left in good condition.

Crew at Takotna was reduced to two men. No work was done on the
roads during the month. The garage was completed and work was sterted on
overhaul of equipment. ;

De McKinley Park:

On October 21, two men were sent from Anchorage to the Park to
grade an area around Fark Headquarters and to dig a basement for the erection
of a new building. Work was completed and the men returned to Anchorege on
the 25th. ;

2. By Contract.o
Paving has been completed from Palmer to Mile 18 for a total of

30 miles. Paving operations were suspended early in the month due to severe
weather conditions. The remainder of the month was spent in finishing the
grading andlaying a base course of crush gravel on the remainder of the roadway.
Graveling operations were completed on the 29th and at that time the entire
section was turned back to the ARC for winter maintenance.

b. Glenn Highway, B-l.
Work on the Glenn B+l section of the highway has been satisfactory

during the month. The contrector has carried his rough grading operations to
completion from Palmer to the King River Bridge with the exception of some
heavy dirt moving remaining at Moose Creek hill. Crushed base course has been
laid down on the flats between Sutton and King River.

Engineering is keeping ahead of the contractor's work although
our crews have been cut down somewhat due to men returning to school.

c. Glenn Highway, B2,
Engineering on this section is moving along with 80% of the

Leline staked and 504 of the Profile levels completed, Expected completion
date is early December.

ad. Anchoraze Avartment Houses:

The contractor's work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory
during the month with the construction ahead of schedule, .Chimneys and
insulation were completed in both buildings, heat was installed with the ex~
ception of finishing the ducts, roofing was laid, all siding was put up, and
outside painting was started. Inside finish is nearly completed in

ApartmentNo, 1 and has been started in No. 2,
1

Glenn Highway,Section A.
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Force account work at the site consisted of smoothing up the
backfilled area, and covering oil storage tanks, Although some work remains
to be done at the site it mst wait until the contractor removes his scaffolding
and cleans up the area.

3. Weather:

First snow of the season fell on the evening of October 4, after
raining allday, That nite saw the first frost of the year. Snow fell again
on the 14th and on the 30th, Very little freezing weather was experienced
during the month but rain fell intermittantly during the entire month. On
Friday Cctober 2lst an earthquake tremor shook Anchorage at 11:25 AM, Althouga
quite Pronounced

it was very short and no damage was done.

4e Miscellaneous::

Niemi accoupant ed
by Kenneth Goodson made an inspection tour of

‘the Kenai area on October4 arriving back in Anchorage on the 7th.

Two snow removal meetings were held in the District during the
month: One at Palmer on the evening or Cctober 10 and one in Spenard on
October 21, Factual data and general information gathered from interested
parties was the subject of a spparate report.

The Anchorege Asphalt Plant was shut down and all lines drained
for the season on Cctober 12,

Charles E. Abbott, Construction Engineer, went on leave the 12th
and returned to work on the 18th, .

:
4

An Army wrecker ran one of our snowplow trucks off the road on the -

2lst, The wrecker did not stop and although our truck turned over it was not
damaged seriously.

Niemi made an
inspection

tour of Kodiak roads on the 26th returning
to Anchorage on the 27th. .

Mr. Harry Johnson was released from service with the ARC during
the month due to his taking a suburban Chevrolet truck for his own convenience
one Sunday, ‘The truck was run off the road and overturned with about $700
dollars worth of resulting damage.

A. H, Domschot, SP-7, Inspector on Glenn E-l, ran Alaska Road
Commission pickup #1035 into a contractor's truck on the Falmer Road. The
pickup skidded on an icy bridge and hit the truck which was waiting at the
other end. The front axle of the pickup was bent, and no appreciable damage
to contractor's vehicle.

Very-truly yoursANCink
Wm. J, Ni@ind
District Ingineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress ‘report for September 19495 Anchorage District,Anchorae, Alasia,

l. By Government Forces.

ae Anchorage Roads: ‘

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage
reads in good condition curing the month. Late in the month the bridge
crew started work on the Jower Ship Creek bridge. It was plenned to re-
place only the running plank but upon investigation both the running plenk
and deck proved to ce worn out. Present plans are to replace the decking
with available 3 inch vlank and cover it with asphalt macadam as soon as
possible, probably next spring. ‘Work will be carried on at night because
of the heavy traffic during the daylight hours.

be. Potter Road:

Gravelling and regrading of the Potter road was completed this
month and the camp shut covm oo. the 17th. Maintenance with the motor gra-
der completed the work ani left the road in good condition. Sections of
the road threugh the numerous swamps already show some signs of settlemert
and may have to be brought up to grade ahead of crushed rock surfacing,
and wnen this is done. Culverts were placed at access road approaches and
,the Campbell Creek elephant hut crossing was riprapped with heevy rock to
prevent washing.

Ce Anchorage-P=olmer Highway: e

. Maintenance during the month by the contractor coritinued lax and
the road between Anchorage and Mountain View became .so rough and mitted that
Alaska Road Comaission easuipment was put on it for one aia me half days in
the middle of the mmth to keep it passablefor passenger cars. The Bailey
bridge was moved from Goat Creek to Ship Creek where it was erected down
streem from the old crossing. ‘The old bridge was torn out ana a new structure
100 feet long constructed. This bridze was backfilled ani opened for traffic
on the 26th of the month, The new bridge was painted highway yellow and \

reflectors installed on the approach guard rails. Bolts am bolt heads on the
Eagle River bridge were wire brushed and painted, and those bolts that were
left out during construction were put in and all bolts tightened.

Bolts were ly
also tightened on the inik River Bridge. ,

HAY
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ad. Anchorave Denot:

One drainage culvert was installed between the garage and ware-
house over the water line and work was started on completion of the quonset ,
hut. A contract wes awarded Pioneer Hlectric for installation of electri-
cal wiring in the garase for operatio of lathe, milling machine, overhead
crane, lighting fixtures and elevator, iJork is to be completed during the
month of October.

\

@e Vallev Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance dwing the month om

all the Valley roeds. One 3€" culvert was installed on 75-L to renlace en
old log bridge and 105 yards of sravel was hauled for the fill. Tiio neces-
sary culverts were instalied on Edlund road. Clark road was spot gravelled
where the surface had gone to pieces,

f. Movntain Roads: '

Necessary motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain
reads during the mmth. Roads were flagged with poles for winter snow re-
moval.

g Glenn Highway: . ‘

That section of Glenn B-1 from Palmer to Kings Rivsir, Mile 67,
was turned over to tne contractor for maintenance and our crew at && Mile
was cut.dovm to two men. ‘Tne camp is also handling the Glenn engineers
on tiat end of the work. At Mile 115 we have cne maintenance nan with a

~

grader, The engineering forces for Glenn B+2 are headquartered at hile 115
camp. The read was maintained in good conditim during the month.

h. Homer Roads:

. Ditches on all the East road and the worst sections of the Hill
road were cleaned out andall culverts have been cleaned and staked on ali the
local roads. The maintenance crew was laid off late in the month to remajn
off until winter conditions warrant their rehire.

i. Russian River-Homer Road:

Lumber ordered early in tle seasm finally arrived at Seward end
has been hauled over the road to Kenai, With old timbers on hand we have
enough material to complete bridses at both Ninilchik River and Deep Creek,
Plans are to contract the lighterage of the lumber from Kenai down Cook
Inlet to the bridge sites rather than try to move it overland over 15 miles
of ungraded road, Piling for both bridges will start about October 15 with
completion in about one month. Stripping between Homer and Kenai was
pleted early in the month but grading is going very slowly due to almost con-
tinuous rains, Crews have been reduced to a minimum andall gravelling shut
down for the season, All efforts are being concentrated on drainage and

=e
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working dow dry cuts. Regrading vill be necessary before gravel surfac-
ing next spring, but a passable road will be available for use after the
freezeup. At Homer a gravel pit has been secured from hir. Crosby a home-
steader, The pit has been stripped but due to wet weather late in the month
the gravel crew was laid off before any mterials could be taken for the rad.

The Gruendler crusher was put in operatim early in the month for
an extended test but after several days operation the gears in gear boxes wore
out due to lack of lubricants, This has been discussed in previous corres~
jpondence, and replacenent will be made bir the suprlier of the machine due
to inadequate design for proper applicant of lubricants,

. Jj. Farm Roads:

Work on the. Pittman Road was carried through to completion early
in the month. Grading went very well, and that portion of the road that
was not built on gravel was gravelled with the carryalls, The first section
of this road, which was mercly stripped last season, was graded and ditched,
As this was all gravel base very little work vas needed to make a good road
out of it. Moter graders finished the ditches and grade after rough grading
was done with the cats ana carryalls, The dozer—blade width road from Pitt~
man to Big Lake, apnromimstely S$ miles in length, is passable to passenger
ears and it is planned to send a grader down the road to the lake when one
is available in that area. .

Bruhn's grading crew moved from the Pittman Rozd with thelr equip-
ment and started work on tne Jonesville-siska Mine Road early in the montana.
The old camp at Sutton wos placed into operatim, with equipment working on
the road from bot the Sutton and the Jonesville ends. Although the. work
consisted of saie heavy cuts ard fills, haul cistences were very short end
in most instances the work could be done with the dozers, The route is the
most part in gravel. except for about one half mile in the flats bordering
Eska Creek, Some difficulty was experienced in getting a right-of-way for
a railroad crossing from The Alaska Railroad on the steep grades of this
spur railroad but a satisfactory locction was agreed-upon. Our forces will
have to keep the crossing clean of snow during the winter months. The new
route is aporoxinetely 3.5 miles in leigth and eliminates all tre steep
grades and blind curves on the old route, Completion is expected in late
October,

,

At Kasilof work was started on the South Kasilof Road early in the
month, ‘ Four tractors and two graders have done most of the work on this road
which will be approximately seven miles long in good to excellent ground,
Actual work accomelished this month on the rote is 4 miles cleared and strip-
ped with 2 miles graded and 1 iaile surfaced. °

.
W asWla-tark

Work has started on gravelling the remaining 10 miles of tne, road
during the last week of the month. The one half yard truck mounted Zay City
shovel has moved from Anchorage to this job, together with the new Ford
trucks. Ralph Dye, local foreman, is handling the work with the crew of
drivers from Palmer, Work is progressing very satisfactorily and should be
dompleted during October,
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k. Dillingham:

Crew at Dillingham is down to one man, Foreman-mechanic E. R.
Palmer, Work on the roads consisted of grader maintenance and spot gravel-
ling. On those days when it was impossible to do road work, due to weather,
completion of the shop is the altermative. Insulation of the building was
completed during the month and parts bins and storage racks started. Minor
repairs were made on the. Snogo in anticipation of the winter season. It
is planned to buila a V-type plow for the dozer out of old boiler plate
available from the canneries to take care of heavy drifting where the Snogo
is unable to handle removal alone and in case of a breakdawm. It appears
that we have the right wan on the job at Dillingham, and complaints should
decrease,

1, Bethel:

Work at Bethel this month consisted of filling ruts in the center
of the airfield with scond waich resulted from runoff this spring md during
subsequent rainstorms during the summer,

A local contributim of $300 was made for building an extension
from the end of the slough bridge to two stores a distance of approximately
200 yards, This work was started during the ronth.

Me Kodiak:

Maintenance with motor patrols kept the Kodiak roads in good con-
dition during the month. Sone ditching and spot gravelling was dme on
Mission Bay road: and the Base road was kept clean of sluff and falling rock,

ne Takotna end rlat Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed on all the road at botn Flat and
Takotna and the crew reduced to 3 men on tne 15th. The latter part of the
month Taxotna crew worked on the house and garage, getting them ready for
winter, Plans are now to complete the interior of the garage and rove in
during October, ready for spring overhaul. -:

O. McKinley Park:

On the lst of September the crew was cut dowm to 5 men and over-
haul and-repair work was started, Some gravel was hauled into the shop area
and the equipment parking strip was moved back from the airfield. Oquipment
repair for the month includes mounting thaw boiler on Truck 72105 and painting
both boiler and truck, minor overhaul of D-8, repair to-both maintainers,
repair to welder and miscellaneous repairs on the 5 Chevrolet Dump trucks,

Sable Pass closed on the 29th of the month. Inventory wes comple-
ted on the 29th and the crew returned to Anchorage on the 30th.

ad
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2. By Contract: ,

.

a. Glenn Hiehway Sec “ion A:
.

Paving has been comleted from Palmer to Spring Creek with one
lane being completed almost to Chugiak, of approxinetely 28 miles of
‘paving. Rough grading is alost complete with the contractor now rewrking
the Eagle River cuts. Their crusher is set up in the pit at Fort Richardsm
producing plant mix agsregate. ‘Work of preparing the subgrade for crushed
base is getting under way. Present plans cali for moving the hot plant early
in October to the Monument pit in Fort Richardson. Final paving will be mde
from this setup. .

‘ .

b. Glenn Highway B-l:

Work on the Glenn section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month from our standpoint, although the rock work has been slow
through lack of sufficient equipnmt. Additional equipment has now been
moved in and the work is picking up. The contractor is now maintaining 22
miles of the Glenn Highway during construction.

.

Engineering is mving along very well withthe work keeping well
ahead of the contractor's operations.

Ce Glenn Highway Be2:

Engineering on this section is progressing fairly well with 43%
of the center Line being completed,

A. ianimeeerieeenies
Contractors work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory during

the month. Block partitions in the basement were finished, all framing or
both buildings was complete, plumbing and wiring was roughed in in one build-
ing and roofing was started on the second building.

Force account work at the site comleted during the month consisted
of excavating both sewer and water trenches, laying both lines and backfil-
ling, installing one Lanhole complete with cover, placing oil storage tanxs
for afl apartments and backfilling the area around the apartwent basements
with select gravel borrow. .

AnCcnorTrars ApAartvrent Houses:
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3. Weather. '

Exceedingly wet weather during the first week of the mmth hampered
field work considerably. The remainder of the month has been fair for con-
struction but plagued with intermittent rains which kept the ground soaked
upe No freezing.weather, however, which is unusual for September.

h. Miscellaneous:

Harold Miller arrived on the 2rd from Cantwell having remained later
than his crew to compiete inventory and to store supplies for the, winter.
He is working on notes and maps at Anchorage.

Hatchett made a reconnaissance of a possible route dom the Hast side
of the Nenana River between Cantwell ami McKinley Parx.. Also a route over
Carlo Pass on the West side. A complete report will follow,

Niemi accompanied Assistant Interior Secretary Wa, Warne on a flight
down the route of the old Cooper River Railmad to Cordova. The flight
plan wes reversed <t the last minute due to weather, leaving D.B.Stewart at
Cordoya to meet the plane after completion of

the flight instead of accompany—
ing Secretary Warne.

Very truly yours,

(AD NAAR \

: ' Wo. J. Nien .

‘ District éngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for Aug. 1949, Anchorage bistrict, Anchorage,
, Alaska.

1, ¢
a. Anchorage Roads:

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month. Some reads at Mountain View were graveled by
interested ‘parties and at the same time spot gravelling was also done on the
main loop which we maintain,

Numerous requests are being received for the installation of driveway .

culverts on the Spenard Roads. Many of these are on the main road and we are
recommending that the people concerned bridge the ditch rather than install an
expensive culvert which must necessarily be torn out next year when the main
road is regraded and paved.

b, Potter Road:

Early in the month the grading crew finished earth movement on the
Potter Road and Foreman Bruhn's crew was moved out to the Matanuska Valley to
work on new farm roads, id Ueeck returned from Dillingham and the gravel crew
was turned over to him to continue widening and bringing up to grade both
Potter and Sand Lake farm road, About one mile remains to be brought up to
grade across swampy ground on the Potter road and some widening of fill on the
Sanda Lake farm road, Botn should be complete in late September, Grader main-
tenance over the route kept it in fine condition during the month. People of
Anchorage are developing the habit of driving to Potter, and the road carries
heavy Sunday traffic,

Co

Maintenance during the entire month wus performed by the contractor
on the job and although the road became rough at times it was at no time im-
passable, The Goat Creek bridge was completed during the’ month and traffic
routed over it on the 16th, Trouble was experienced in getting decking as it
was the lust item of bridge lumber received, not arriving in Anchorage until
the 13th. As it worked out, havever, Knik Glacier did not break until the i4th
and water did not cover our Bailey Bridge detour until the lsth, after the .

new bridge was open. After the waters receded the Bailey was taken up and
removed to Ship Creek where it will be erected as a detour diring replacement |of the old bridge at that point of the Anchorage~Palmer Highway.

~le
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The Matanuska River Bridge was redecked while the crew was waiting for

the decking for Goat Creek to arrive. Running plank and wheelguard were re=-
moved and new planicing was laid longitudinally for the full width of the deck
before replacing the wheelguard, Repairs were made on the south portal of the
Knik River bridge.

d, Anchorage Depot:

Work around the depot this month ¢onsisted of erecting one quonset hut
on the platform built last month, leying the foundetion for another and hauling
+opsoil into the yard between the garage and warehouse. This last was raked
down and leveled off. It is not planned to complete this project until next
spring, when more funds will be available, Storage racks were built in the ware=
house and the moving of parts and non=perisnables into the quonset was sterted,
Missing elevator parts for the garage finelly arrived. One of the guide rails
was two inches too narrow and a piece had to be scabbed on for the full length
to make it useable. .

e, Valley Roads:

Other than grader maintenence on the main travelled roads very Little
work was done in the valley this month. Three miles of brush were dozed off
the sides of the Paimer-Matenuska road and 3/4 of a mile of fence erected where
the plows tore it dowm last winter. Barbed wire was furnished two farners who
put up their own fences whici: we tore down last winter. In the future we do
not plan to furnish any more wire or labor for fences damaged by snow removal.
Farmers have been requested to move all fences back to give us a sixty foot
right-of-way — otherwise winter snow removal may not be possible without damage
to fences,

f. Mountein Roads:

Only necessary maintenance wes performed on the Mountain Roads during the
month, .

8 Glenn Highway: '

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good condition
during the month. Late in the month the Vigdanls from Camp 6&3 mile went on leave
and Foreman Stadler moved down from 115 mile to take over the maintenance on the
entire route. Mrs. Stadler is doing the cooking for the maintenance crew and also the
engineering crews on the upper end of Section Glenn B-l,

he Homer Roads;

Regular maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
Soft spots in the completed section of the East End road were filled with gravel
and the hill road was reditched where sluffing had occurred during the rains.
The roads remained in good condition all curing the month.

is Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road ‘in good

onde
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shape, Fine weather during most of the month aided grading and that part which
had to be left last month due to mid was graded up and ditched ready for gravel~
ling. Stripping was advanced 1/4 mile beyorid the Ninilchik River, The river
was dowm and the equipment was forded easily, Work continued very satisfactorily
until the last few days of the month when steady rains turned the ground into a
quagmire, slowing operations almost to a standstill, The Deep Creek River cros-
sing was investigated by Niemi and Soberg together with the engineer and a more
suitable crossing was located upriver from the original one. Although the change
will entail several huncred feet more of construction it will eliminate heavy~fills in overflow flats and possible future bank protection. Construction costs
should be less, with no evvoreciable disadvantage in grade and alismment. After
a study of both the Ninilchik and Deep Creek crossings it was decided to bridge
both streams instead of attempting to use elephant huts as suggested. Both streams
will require 100 feet of pile driven trestle, with a100 foot steel span to event—
ually replace trestle on Deep Creek.

Gruendler crusher representatives and mechenics flew to Kenai early in
the month witn repair parts for the crusher. The machine was extensively altered
with many of the v-belt drives being replaced with gear boxes and chain drives.
Repairs were effected too late in the season to warrant setting up a camp and
putting the machine in operation. Test runs were made, however, anc it is felt
the machine should be put on full scale operation for a period of about a month
before any reports can be made on it. °

,

On the Honer end, the work has been going somewhat slower thm at Kenai
due to the fect that some of the equinment wes kept busy on farm road construc-
tion. Gravel crews moved anead to Starisky during tne month. A vit was located
ahead of Starisky Creek and negotiations are in progress to get five acres from

_

the homesteader concerned, Stripping is beyond Happy Valley, with five miles
remaining to join with the Kenai end,

j. Farm Roads:

On 98 East End road at Homer 0.1 miles of road was graded and 2,0 miles
were gravelled durin, the month, All soft spots on the road were covered and
the grading is now finished ior the year, All the hemesteaders in thisarea are
taken care of with the exception of one homestead that would need an additional
2 miles of road. This road is not believed justifiable until more of the inier-
vening land is taken up.

The East Hill Road at Homer was extended 1.6 miles to take care of addi-
tional homesteaders in that area. Grading was completed but no attenpt was
made to gravel this road due to long haul from the Homer spit.

The Anchor Point Road was completely gravelled. The graded surface became
impassable under the increased traffic which a new road invariable attracts.

Location survey has been completed on the access road down the south bank
of the Kasilof River. It is believed further study,and some improvement in the
located line, will be necessary before construction of this road begins in late
September,

3:



On the Sand Leke Road, trucks worked from the Wells pit on the Potter
Road to finish gravel fills over the swampy sections. One carryall and cat were
used early in the month to cut down several of sand and gravel hills on this
route, The road was connected about the 15th of the month when the trucks
moved onto the Potter Road to augment our equipment there. Altogether 3,5 miles
of road have been completed with an all weather gravel surface. It is believed
that more work will be necessery next month after present fills settle across
the swamps.
,

The Airport Heights Road, 1.5 miles in length, was built with me dozer
end one carryall and cat in 4 actual working days during the month, Motor graders
followed with ditches. Soil material was removed to gravel, thereby eliminating
necessity for surfacing. This road, besides giving an access road to the people
in the area, “as needed by the ARC as an access from the Svenard area to our grevel
pit located in the school section at the end of Merrill Field. A small timber
trestle bridge was built across Chester Creek and approach fills were pushed out
with the dozer.

During the good weather, the work on the Schrok Road was carried through
to completion for the season. Although all the people in the vicinity are taken
care of, there seems to be an influx of setilers in area ana a reasonable
assumption is thet we will be called on to extend this roud in the future.

Equipment was moved from the Shrock Road to the Davis Road or Route 35-J.
Three families that have mde a full-tine effort to farmthe land nave no access
road and consequently lost most of their procuce last year through their inebili-
ty to get it to market. This project was promised for last season but was ovar—=
looked in 1949 plens. ‘ork wes sturted late in the month on a road for them anc
should be completed earl; in September. Length of road to be constructed is ap-
proximately one mile anc the settlers are assisting in cmstruction.

Work was stzsrted on tne Pittman Road early in the month. Ray Bruhn!s
grading crew moved from the Potter Road with grading equipment to co the work,
During the early part of the month, work progressed so satisfactorily that it
was decided to continue on to Pittman, Jack VanZanten and his crew worked both
on location and construction on this project. Sections of swampy ground encoun-
tered along the route proved to have sound gravel bottoms and did not slow the
work materially. A standard width gravelled surface road has been completed to
within one mile of the Pittman Station. Numerous settlers at Big Lake requested
that the road be extended to the lake, Lack of funds and other priority jobs
made this impossible; however one tractor worked 3 days filling swampy ground on
the mile route so the old road is passable to truck traffic. Homesteaders con-
cerned paid all operating expenses with the tractor being donated free of rental
by the Commission.

Surveys were started on the Suttm-—Jonesville Road, Present plans are to
follow up the east side of the ARR tracks,staying outside of their right-of-way,
cross the tracks appraximitely one mile from Sutton and continue on the west side
of the tracks. Grading crews will be moving into the Sution Camp early in
September. .

aye ’
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ke Dillingham:

Ed Ueeck reported back to the Anchorage Office on the lst of the
month. Work was turned over to Mr.Ernest R. Palmer, of Dillingham,and the
quonset type shop has been completed. Other work consisted of ditching and
maintenance with the motor patrol.

1. Bethel:

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sami to patch up the road where
it showed signs of going to pieces. Our foreman, Mr. Marsh, recommends that
we plan on cribbing the approacnes of the slough bridge with lc-s which could
be obtained locally. This will be investigated when someone gets down that
way and recommendations made in future programs.

°

me Kodiak: . .

The only report received from Kodiak for the month was given verbal~
ly from a Captain Bucy, ACS Station Chief from Kodiak. He stated that Stover
was doing a fine job and th: roads are in excellent condition.

n. Takotna and Flat Roads:

Ditching and improvement of the road between Candle Hill and the land
ing was continued. Additional gravel was placed at the landing. Routine main-
tenance was performed on all Flat roads and a powder house 4x4x5 was built during
the month.

Oe McKinley Park:

Work during the month consisted of filling washes and sags in Miles
58, 59, 69, 72, 75 and 79. Bridge approcnes were raised at Miles 87.8, 41.7 and
42 miles. Necessary bridge repairs during the month were as follows:

Mile 1.8 decking and running plank at approaches
Mile 3.5 repaired abutments‘ Mile 12.8 decking and running plank renewed

~

Mile 16.6 repaired abutments
Mile 19.5 and 19.6 running plank and railings replaced
Mile 20.4 decking and running plank renewed
Mile 30.9 running plank replaced
Mile 41.7 repaired abutments
Mile 43.2 piling braced and repaired
Mile 60.8 replaced one bent and abutment braces
Mile 87.8 replaced approach decking and running plank

°

Two culverts were extended to take care of shoulder washing, one at
mile 46 and the other at 13, Brush was cut along the road in miles 1 and 2, and
all streams and wash channels cleaned and re-ditched,

Early in the month about 3 inches of snow fell at Camp Eilson but it
melted soon after it hit the ground.

-5<
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A cmtract for supplying Miller's survey party by air from
Anchorage was awarded early in the month and first flight made August 3, land-
ing at a small field built by survey dozer. On the 24th Niemi flew in but was
unable to land due to failure to cut brush on the end of the field which was
requested by the pilot on the'previous flight. Purpose of the flight was to
look over the route end also to pull in the survey crew which was Logging down
due to constant trouble with tractor equipment, long supply Lines, and poor
communicetions. Thirty miles of location was also deemed sufficient ahead of
construction, since the route has been definitely determined to the Susitna
Crossing.

Personnel from this crew, together with badly neeced survey instru-
ments, were moved to Section Glenn Beg at the end of the month. Miller is
expected down in a few days after storing supplies at Cantwell and taking in-
ventory.

Qe Talkeetna:

Work at Talkeetna consisted of routine maintenance with grevel
trucks and maintainers. Niemi made an inspection tour of the work on the 24th
and at that time it was decided to shut down the work the Ist of September,
Mulvaney will take over the job of maintenance man at 115 mile camp, Glenn
Highway, and Mrs. Mulvaney as cook for the survey party on Glenn Be2 now
working from that camp.

re Anchorage Asohalt Plant:

A scale repair man was borrowed from the ARR to check the scaled
both at Anchoraze and at Valdez. He was taken to Valdez on the 14th and was
back to work on the Anchoraze scales on the 17th, Tests proved that our scales
were badly out of adjustment and upon raising the deck it was found that ome
of the pivot points was broken, No replacements were on hand so one was mace
from some stock that was available from the ARR. Upon Hr. Erwin's suggestions,
a complete set of pivots were ordered to be carried in stock at Anchorage. The
parts will fit both sets of scales and in case of another breakdown can be in-
stalled imnediztely, It was believed that the scales breakdown was due to the
trucks running over the corner when pulling out. A piling was set at the cor-

ner of the pit to remedy this, The pit approach, which was soft and filled with
large rock was also dug out and replaced with select gravel.

Work is still being carried on by the operators in painting the pipe
lines with a water proofing compound, Almost daily deliveries of asphalt are
being made to contractor on Section Glenn 4,

2. BY CONTRACT

& Glenn Highway, Section Ay

Paving has been completed on that section of the highway between
Palmer and one half mile South of Knik Bridge. The asphalt plant was moved

be
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.. down to 1¢ mile and the Eklutna flats have been paved for about 4 miles. The
contractor's plans are to do only such paving as is ready in the vicinity of
the present plant set-up, and get the crushed bise course dow on the rest of
the road and leave it until spring. The crusher was moved to the Merrill Field
pit late in the month anc it is the contractor's plans to lay crush from the
City limits towards Chugiak. Although the road is in better condition than
during previous montn, it still is rough over the first 15 miles from Anchorage.
An inadequacy of road cmstruction and slew signs is also very noticeable 2]1
through the contract. Progress estimates show the work as being 55% complete.

be Glenn Hishway, B-l:

Work on this section of the highway is moving along satisfactorily,
the operatios being concentrated between Palmer and Sutton. Some rock dril-
ling is in progress on the rock bluffs a few miles south of Chickaloon. Actual
construction on the project is approximately &3 complete. Constructim engineer~
ing on the contract is moving along well after a poor start, although the crews
are still handicapped somewhat by shortage of vehicles. The contractor has
started erection of construction camp at Mile 95.

Ce Glenn Highway, Be2;

Mr. McAlister, Resident Ingineer, for this work started survey work
on the 23d to obtain data for design during the winter, Miller's crew, complete
with cook, was sent to 115 Mile Camp on the 3lst of August to augment MecAlister's
Single party. Present plans are for him to operate from 115 Mile Camp for the
entire project until weather forces a shutdown.

Cd.

Work of preparing the site for the apartments was completed and the
contractor started actual construction on the 13th of the month. Since then
work has progressed very satisfactorily with both basements being poured complete
with floors and walls. Concrete block partitions in the basement have been conm-

pleted in one building.

3- Weather:

Weather has been exceptionally good for the mmth of August with rain-
fall below normal for most of the period. The 27th proved to be the second hot-
test day of the year. Since the 29th, rain has been falling,with resultant
hindrance and slowdown of constructim.

4. Miscellaneous:

On August 8, the earth auger hit a power line on the Post road, while
it was moving from one hole to the next. Lines were broken ana the auger was
overturned but very little damage occurred.

-7-
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Merle Harding, P-2,Inspect@ for Glenn Bel, arrived from Seattle
via PNA on the 10th.

The Knik Glacier broke August Ujth. Water rose 13 feet 3 inches
before reaching its crest at noon of August 22nd,

Dorn L. Ellery, P=3, Engineer for Glenn B=2, arrived on transferfrom Bureau of Reclamation on August 23,

Louis P, Hendricks, “ngineer P-2, arrived on the 3lst and has been
assigned to Foreman Soverg at Kenai to replace Chester F, Ricker, resigned.

Wn. J. Niemi
. District Engineer
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Mr, Ike P. Taylor
Chief Enzginee
Alaska Road Comnissi on ,
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for July 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchoraze, Alaska. f

/
@. Anchoraze Roads: .

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorase roads
in good caidition curing the month. The Fourth Avenue paving which was Laid
down last fall became rutted and was scarified and relaid during the early part
of the month. Upon inspection, it was found that the oil ms not cured at all
under the top one half inch and it worked as though it nad just been mixed.

meSouth appreach to tne Ship Creek bridge washed out early in the month ana ripraconsisting of severzl old truck bodies was placed to protect the abutment and
fill before it was replaced. Traffic was routed araind thraigh The

Alaska Rail-
road yard while repairs were being made.

The east suard rail on the ChesterCreek Bridge at Spenard Road was ¥
replaced after beingwrecked by a car. oe

. .

be Potter Road:
Progress on this route was very good tais month although some local-

rains slowed down mich of the regrading. The fi21 on the anchoraze end of tae
road was widered to 23 feet enc much of it‘brougnt up to grade, Regracing was
carried across numerous smali swamps along the route where the fills rlaced

‘last year had settled cova to swamp level. Fills at Rabbit and Little Rabbit
were widened and brought up to-standard and numerous culvorts were lengthened
to take care of the added width, Late in the month, trucks were taken off the
job of making fills from the CAA and Wells pits and put in the Rabbit Creek pit
so gravel could be placed over that section of road already up to our new standards.
The gravel program is prozressing very satisfactorily.

Grader maintenance over the entire route kept it in fine condition
during the month.

Ce Mountain View Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in this
area in good condition. to new road construction has been contemnl:ted in
Mountain View but with the erection of the new school it seems certain that
another quarter of a mile of road will necessarily be added to our system for
maintenance for convenience of the school buses.

-l-
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Cd.

Early in the month 211 the highway beyond the Fort Richardson MP Gate
No. 3 was turned over to the contractor for maintenance. The section from the
Anchorage City Limits to this point was maintained by our zotor graders until
the 20th of the month when the: contractor moved in and sturted grading. At that
time he assumed responsibility for maintenance on the entire 48 miles,

The Peters Creek fills were made early in the month by the contractor
and traffic was routed over the new bridze. Twice during the month rains caused
the untamped apnroach fill to sluff around the bridze abutments, but traffic was
routed araind tne olc road while the slight damage was repaired, To prevent re-
currance of the sluffing, 3 feet of bulkhead were added to the east abutment.
No traffic delays were exnerienced during these periods.

e. Anchorave Derot:
. No actual gradinz was done around the depot this month, The wiring
for the cold storage box was run in and the box has been operating most of the
month. The contractor on toe warehouse finally received his materizls and
has completed the repair work on tne second floor. Latest reports from him are
that he still has not received his gates for the elevator, laterials are slow
in coming from the States as is evidenced by the fact that the elevator in the
garage is still being held up pending the arrival of the guides.

A loading ramp 200 feet long has been built at the back of the yard,
using old timbers salvaged from the old-Sutton yard. It is planned to erect
quonset huts on one end of it to be used for storage for nonperishable goods,
during the winter.

Water lines have been run into the mess and a shower has been com=
pleted in one end of one of the bunk houses,

f£. Valley Roads:

: Routine maintenance was performed during the month with motor graders
and the roads were kept in good condition during the entire month. Cne dozer
was kept busy cleaning brush from the right-of-way in these areas where it was
encroaching upon the ditch or roadway. Six miles of brush tas removed on the
Bodenberg Butte road and one mile along the Palmer~Wasilla road.

ge Mountain Roads:

The Hatcher Sumit was opened up on the 15th of the month and the
road opened to the Lucky Shot tline. Due to bad washouts on the Willow creek
road, however, traffic could not get into Willow until a week later. During
the second run-off this spring, Willow creek swung over and ran down the center
of the road and extensive repairs were necessary to make the road passabie. Peter
Nelson and his crew was'‘moved.down froin Colorado upon compietion or their work
there, and camr was set up at Willow. Work was carried on with two trucks sent
up from Anchorase and the Cat that came back with the crew. The Grubstake Hine
road was repaired, as the owners plan on operating this year, Nothing extensive

~2—
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was done on the roads and it is probable that more extensive repairs will be
required for next sear if the roads are to be braight back and maintained to
our standards.

he. Glenn Hirhway:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept tne rmd in good
condition during the month. Crews were kept busy removing slides that have oc-
curred during tne pest seasm, opening ditches and filling small washes along
che Matanuska River.

i. Hower Roads:Bome Tce ass
Regular i:aintenance was verfornmed during the month with motor patrols.

The Diamond Ridze Road was ditched and the sections that snowed the worst wear
were graveled, Gravel had to be nauled up the long nill so spot gravelling was
all that could be attempted. The Hill road and the Bast End Road were maintain-
ed and ditctes cleaned with the motor graders. .

‘

je Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end, naintenance was performed with motor petrols. During
the early part of the month while the weather vas favorable, grading was carried
forward to Clam Gulch anc tne cut made on the North side of Clam Gulch Creek. The
weatner then took a turn for the worse and grading of the next 34 miles was in-
practicable due to lack of cravel and the clay nature of the soil, This area wes
by-passed and the grading crew moved forward over to the road to better ground.
Grading is being backed up over this zan whenever it appears feasible to worit it.
Gravelling is going somewiiat siower as there is ro sign of any materiel that will
stand up either as fill across the swampy areas or for surfacing for an eighth
mile stretch; and the material iust be nauled from the pit 2 miles south of the
Kasilof River, Clezring and stripping is moving ahead rapidly with the cap now
set up &} wiles north of the Ninilchik River. ‘

The Gruendler crusher service man was down to look at the crusher eariy
in the month anc admitted the obvious faults of the machine. He returned to th
factory and the Intest report ‘from hia was that the entire enzineering department
and the mechanicol departments were busy redesigning and fabricating replacement
parts. Factory mechanics are due in Anchorase on the 4th of august to handle tue
job of reconvertings t crusher when the parts arrive,

At Homer the weather has been exceedingly wet. Altnagh the actual
rainfall hes not been great, the lack of any drying weather slowed the work cow.
Areas thate auld normally heve been worked with the pull grader and carryalls
quired from ivo to three feet of sravel fill before they could be crossed. iiuch
of the ground ahead of constructim is of the ssme type and will necessarily slow
the job considerably. Gravel is now veing obtaincd from the pit at Anchor River-
with the next pit in sight at Starisxy Crossing, ‘The zrading crews Inve moved to
Starisky, with the gravel crew still working out of Anchor River.

—3—
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ke Farin Roads:

On 98 East End rood at Homer 0.3 miles of road was graded and gravel-
led during the month, Further work had to be discontinued on the extension
until drying weather periits. .

The Anchor Point Farin road was completed during the month with the
exception of gravel, which will be omitted on much of the road this year. Actual
work done consisted of 1.4 miles of clearing, stripping and grading and one
half mile of gravellins. , .

.

St. Johns farm road, off tne Potter rozd, was built and zravelled
during the month, Homesteacders concerned did all the slasning and corduroyed
the swampy areas, ‘They also suszested that if our equipment was too busy they
could take care of the surfacing also after the grading was finished. This,
however, was taxen care of with the carryalls right along with the grading.
Altogether 0.4 miles of road was cleared, stripped, graded and gravelled.

On the Sand Lake farm road, the trucks were moved around to the Potter
end of the road and work carried on from the Wells pit. Actual fill placed during
the month wes 1 mile with 2500 feet of the' way being cordurecyed. The bridze
across Campbeli creek has been completed with a total lenzth of 52 feet. ‘The
piling were driven by the New Byers 3/4 yard rig with a drop hammer on swinging
leads, The Byers proves +o be too slow to operate with any decree of efficiency
using the drop hamner. A steam havmer and swinging lecds have been secured from
the Aray to complement our bridge crew's equipmait, and it is planned to use our
thawing boilers to furnish necess:ry stezn,

,

Work continued during the month on the Schrock Road in the Valley.
Although the area did not dry cue to the daup weatter, some prosress was made,
“work accomplished consisted of one anu one nalf miles clear:d and striposcd and
0.7 miles graded. Sose gravelling was done but only a negligible amount went
into new wore as the road already surfaced broke up during the wet weather and
had too be reinforced,

Wquipmet inoved in on the Clark road during the last few days of tne
month but nothing wus done other than patch up that portion already completed.

Peter Nelson hes moved to and is enzszged in setting up camp
construction of the Fitman Farm road. It is planned to move the grading

equipment from Anchorace uven completion of grading work on the Potter job
early in August. The gravelling crew will stay at Potter and complete surfacing
within available funds. Jack VanZanten and his crew movcd to Palmer and are
running the surver for the new road to Pitman. At present the P-iine is completed
for 24 miles ari some final location mde. The road has been pulled avay fron
the Alaska Railreed Track. and the new location follows dry ridges, with only minor
swampy areas, If weather.conditions are favorable we may try to work on to
Pitinan, a total of cbout 4 miles of new construction.

=e
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1. Dillingham:

The last report from Ed. Veeck, Foreman at Dil.ingham, stated that
the roads were in good condition. New pits have been stripped and the motor
patrol spent ost of the month pushing the moss and small brush back where it
was encroaching on the roadway.

The site for the shop has been stripped, the timber snoring erected
and most of the steel framework erected for the hut. Present plans are to
leave Veeck at Diilincham until the erection is camzlete and then have him turn
the work over to Falmer, wno is at present working for us as mechanic. Hr.
Palmer has been instructed to

do only necessary work m the roads during the
remainder of tre seasm.,

Kodiak:

Maintenance was performed om all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.
Mil. Bay road was reditched as the ditches were siuffed fuil and the base road
was kept clear of falling rock during the month.

,

n. Mckinley Park:

The 20-3 shovel was moved to Savage River and gravel was hauled on
the sags and soft shoulders at miles 6,12, and 13. (Cn the 13th, the shovel was
again moved, tiis tisie to the pit at 26 mile; and washes and sags from miles 24
to mile 34 were filled. . .

Early in the month the D-8 moved to Camp Eilson and widened the road by
cleaning up the sluff that the meltin snows had

brow
ant down. Both mainteiners

have been working during the month ang the roadas far as 54 mile is in good
conditicn. Bridze railing and running plank were “replaced on the 63:mile bridge.
Rains sterted in the Park m the 20th and it has been raining almost constantly
ever since.

Two foot bridges were repleced on the Three Lakes Trail, with the hand
rails and approaches being repaired.

oe Takotna and Flat Roads;

; The first inspection of Takotna roads this season revealed them to
be in excellent conditim, especially the main travelled roads. At Takotna,
Foreman Poorman has a small camp at Mile 13 near the Tatalina Flats and is
gravelling and ditching toward Candle Creek and Sterlins Landing. Some work
will also be done at the landing to provide more gravelled srea for storing
supplies during unloading of river steamers. The Innokko Dredging Company is
taking over the old Shonbeck dredse on unper Gaines Creek and is shipping ir
about 300 tons of aiterisls to rebuild it, includinz new pontoons to replace
the wooden hull, This will meen considerable freipht and fuel over the road
this season. The miners are dozing a road down Yankee Creek to avoid the crook-
ed, narrow road ct tne besinninys of the Ganes Road. Some grading and spot
graveiling will be done by our forces rather than attempt to improve and main-
tain the old road, Takotna crew will be reduced about the middle of September5



Ike P. Taylor - Aug. 3, 1949 P=6

and about a six weeks work done toward caupletion of the garage.for spring
ove rhauls ,

‘At Flat Foreman Alderson and one man have done an excellent job
of maintaining the roads which Panter left in such good condition. Their
work has been largely spot gravelling and surface maintenance, using a trap
and dozer for loading from selected pits, both men driving duap trucks on
haul, A small locder of some type will be procured for next season to
utilize the numerous fine tuiling piles alonz all roads, thereby eliminating
long haul from pits suitaole for trap loading,

There are still numerous requests for information on our plans for
construction of the rozd to the Kuskokwim River at Crooked Creek. One operstor
claims thet he saved 37,000.00 on winter freighting 400 drums of fuel over
this route last winter,

Pe Colorado: ; -

Work was started on the bridze across the South Fork and necessary
repairs completed early in the month. Maintenance was performed by Feter Nelson
and consisted cf fillinz numerais washouts, dozing slides off the road to the
coal mine ani filling around the approaches of the bridge at the saw mill. The
washout at the: end of the south fork bricse was repaired oy placing a log crib
on the ‘upstream side of the fiil and backfiliing it with gravel. The lack of
elevation for a bridce and the fact that the old driver at Colorado would not
stand beins torn down and erected on the far side of the truss without @ maior
overhaul job influenced our decision to crid tie gap rather than try to bridze
across it. Subsequent reports have been received from the mine owner that the
river rose again and washed out part of the fill. He had a Cat on the site,
however, and repairs were immediately made. Hatchett :ade a trip to Coloraco
during the time of repair and concurred vith the Foreman cn the job that the
backfilling and riprapping would prove to be satisfactory. At that time the
roads were in very good conditia: and exteisive maintenance was not necessary.

Qe. Bethel;
.

Work has been carried forward during the month cn the hill road
and it now extends to Lirs, Larten's residence, about half way between tne eir-
port and the spur constructed last year. Lack of funds bas stopped tie work
at Bethel arc unless more sioney is forthcoming, plans sre to complete the rosd
early next year,

Trouble has been experienced during the month with the Slough bridge
in that the breakup pulled the west pier 13 inches out of line and caused
settlexent of 21 inches, The water this year did not drop low enough to exposea
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the footings so repair work had to be carried on under water. Piling were
purchased locally, and with a rented pump they have been jetted down, using
a bumping block asa driver, It is expected that this will alleviate any
future trouble with the structure, Road mintenance and improvesents have
had to suffer tuis year as a resuit of tris extra work.

ry. McKinley Parx-Susitna River Survey:

Hatchett made a triv into Miller's camp during the month and every-
thing is going satisfactorily. Trouble is still being experienced with the two
tractors, The hoist on the TD-.4 broke and it is impossible to use the blade.
The Dei is dowm because tne track rails are worn out. Both items are on order
and will o@ replaced as soon as possible. ifiller's cam is now at 24 Mile and it
is planned to supply hin oj; air as soon as the air strip he is constructing nes
been completed, First flight is planned for August 3. A radio receiver-trans-
mitter has been secured ara is being set up at his camp so better communicaticn.
and co-ordinéticn can be arranged between mis field crews and the office.

26 By Contract:

a. Anchoraze Asrhalt Plant Contract T-arc-4086, 3-l-K-Co.

Work done at the plant this math consisted of force account erection
of a 400 feet of st:el cuard rail between the fence ena tm road, painting of
exposed piping in tne yard, am miscellaneous cleanup around the area by our
forces. :

Formal acceptance of the work was made after an inspection early in
the menth by Mir. wm. J. iliewil, District Engineer, Hr. Daub, Chief, Contracts Divi-
“Sion, Mr. Tapley, Chief, sngineering Division, and Mr. Stump, NK Engineer.

ir, Marvin E, Jenkins, Consultant, completed his work m the 15th of
the month.

b. Glenn Hichwayv Section A.

Grading is.beinz carried forward on the entire project and all the
road has been turned over to the contractor by the Alasla fo.d Commission for
nainitenance. On the 18th, the contractor started cradinz operations on the
Ancnorare end of the work. At the present time tue rod from Anchorase city
limits to the KP gate Number 3 is being prepared for the crusher base,

Actual laying of the paving has been retarded by wet weather. However,
there are now gh miles laid on the Palmer end, Most of the work appears satis-
factory althouzh several spots show siers of ravelline under traffic. Additives
have been shippoed in to prevent stripping.

Inadequate maintenance of the road and lack of courtesy to the travel-
ling vublic have been noticeable on this project.

. -T~
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Co

The contractor comleted setting up his camp earl; in the month and
started grading work from The jlaska Railroad track et Palmer. At the present
time, less than one percent of the work is completed but with more equipment
moving onto the job daily the grading snould be well under way next month.

The engineerinz is moving ahead, with the L-line 95% comleted and -
cross-sections eighty percent comoleted.

d. Clenn Hithwar, 3-2 Secticn,

Mr. F. W. itcAlister has bee employed as Resii ent Engineer for the
work and is at present with tre enaineers of the Bel secticn. ‘we are in th
process of recruiting a crew to begin the survez work, with no success to date
on instrument men. Headquarters will be at our 115 Kile camp, and later at
Eureka Roadhouse.

3. Weather:

Weather for the first two weeks of the month compared favorably. with Cali-
fornia, The sun wes at work every dzy ami very little rain fell during that tine
aiding constructim considerably. during the last two weeks, rains nave fallen
almost ev.ry day, nct heavily, but enouzh to turn the construction ereas into a
quagmire of mud, Little drying weather was encountered durins this time and those
days that it did not rain were so cloudy thet Little drying occurred,

.

he Miscellaneous:

On the 15th of the mmth, the truck that wes used to naul diesel fuel to
the Potter camp broke its gas line. The gzs was ignited by the exhaust and as 2
result flanes consumed the entire truck. The incident occurred in the heavily
settled Spenard area, but the driver had sufficient presence of mind to run tre
truck off the roac and into a vacant lot. The driver was not injured. aid ‘for-
tunately the tank of Giesel fuel did nct ignite, There was no opportunity to save
the truck but the lows was not great as it was cne of the older models ready to
be scrapped.

Mr ‘Im J iWieul, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the Taxotna
and Flat areas during the month. .

Hatchett made an inspection trip of the Colorado road, the Cantwell
‘ survey, amd McKinley Park roads during the month.

Colonel Noyes arrived m the 26th and mde a tour of inspection of the .
Turnagain Arm projects end the Kenai-Homer areas, returninz to Ancnora:e on the 29th.

Mr. A.F.Ghiglione arrived on the 29th, and spent the 30th in local cenferences
and inspection with Colonel Noyes.

~SO

Glenn Hichway, B-l Section
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On the 3lst, Colonel Noyes, accanpanied by Mr. Ghigl. one and Abbott,
made an inspection trip of the Valley roacis,

Colonel Noyes left for Fairbanks, Mr.Ghiglione for lLicKinley Park, on
the Ist of August. ;

Very truiy yours,

Wm. J. “iend
Wdiismm Distrigt Engineer

et

or
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U.S.DEPARTEENT OF THES INT:RTOR
ALASKA RCAD COLMISSI ON

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Jul,

Mr. Ike P. Taylor 'Chief sngineer
,

Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska /

,
. ‘ . - J!SUBJSCT: Monthly situation report for June 1949, Ancioraze District, o

Ancnora:2, Alasia.

1. By Government Forces.

ae Anchorave Roads:

Routine maintenance wes verforred on all the Anchorege roads.
Ditches were kept clean em surf.ce gracing was accomplisied with notor patrols.
Heavy rains started on the 20th of the mcenth and some damage occurred to the
Anchorase roads. Constant patrolling and flagzing of tne washed areas until
graders could arrive to repair them was dome during tnis period. The approach
on the North end of the rourth Avenue Ship Creek Bridge washed out am the 25th.
The road was immediately blocked off, traffic routed araind throuzh the aRR
yard, repairs accomplisiied, and the rezd again opened to traffic two hours after
the washout occurred, Apparently hish water during the preceding week had caused
a backedcy under the bridze witich kept eatiny into the fill until it siuffed away
from the planking at the end of the bridze. Repairs were made by adding planks
and replacing the washed matcrial.

b. Potter Rad: .

Despite intermittent rains, progress was considered good on this
section, The fill across Potter Swamp was mide, the neavy cut in the centzr
completed and tne entire one half mile widened to 28 ft. Trucks made the fill
on the Anchorese end from Wells Pit, elephant nuts were installed in Campbell
Creek and the rozd tied into the Hast G. road. The rains whicn started on tie
20th slowed the work somewhat and the equipment had to be pulled bacx to regrade
gruvel points that would not soften due to the weather conditicns.

- The two 48 inch culverts at Rabbit Creek were barely able to nandle
a sudden and neavy rise of water which rose on the fiil until it reached wnat
was considered danger point at 9:00 F.., on the 22nd. Camp personnel were moved
into town and bedded dowm in the garage for the night. About midnisht the weatner
turned colder, with snow in the mountains, which slowed tie runoff and aliowsd tie
culverts to take care of the backed uv water. Considerable erosion of fill oc-
curred at the discimrge end of the culverts and it will be necessary to protcct
these points by retaining walls and possibly a spillway apron. Headwalls will
also be required at tie intake, ‘The flood was a result of a cloudburst in the
mountains. Ship Creek, at Anchorase, reached the highest recearded level, so tie
flood was probably the maximum that can be expected. No additional culvert.
opening is contemplited,.
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Regular maintenance was performed witha the motor patrols during the month
and culverts were installed on that section of road that was being rezraded. Par-
ties interested contributed the cost of standard culvert.

Ce Mountein Videw Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in fair
cmditio. ilany petiticns rave been received from the local residents for assist—
ance in improving and imintaining tie street but due to the fact that most of the
work would be developing rrivate subdivisions, our policy has beer to vlace our
equipment on farm roads ratner than become involved in street problems,

d. Anchora-e-Palner Jichvway:
No maintenance fas been performed by the ARC on the Hignway between

Eklutna and Palmer as the contrsctor is working that stretcn of the hishway. His
operaticns will be discussed in Gienn A section of this report.

Regular maintenance was performed during the entire mento with motor
patrols andsuntil the heavy rains of the 20th. thru the 26th» tue roads were in
good condition. On the 21st the small creek at 15 mile jumped its banks and
started flowing over tne road, washing out one lane but le: vinz one liane open to
traffic. This washow was flagsed and traffic was allowed through the one lane.
Water could not be diverted, and as the culvert would not handle it no attempt
was made to do anything otner than brush the lower side of the road to prevem
further washing. A man was statimed at the culvert to slow approaciting traffic end
keep the culvert clean of debris.

On the 22, Coble Creek went over the road at 3:00 A.M., closing the
East approach to the new Eagle River Bridge. The area was flagged and traffic
detoured over the old road. The wasnceut was caused by flash flcods in the sur-
rounding mountains and the lack of a wingwall on the upstream end of the culvert.
water maling a turn to enter the culvert caused a backeddy thet washed tne fill
material from under the culvert mouth. ‘eight of tne fiil on the center of the
pipe caused it to break allowing the intake to rise above water level. Tne waver
then rose high enough to run along the fill for a distance of 300 yds. and even-
tually crossed tne road in several places taxing the fill with it. aA dozer was
used in an attempt to cminge the channel and run the water along the road but not
until the 23d was the rachine able to get out in the water due to its depth. aA

temporary; cinnnel was completed and the road opened to traffic on the 25th. It is
not planned to do any extensive work on the hill as the contractor +11 be moving
in during July and at thet time the creek will be re-routed away from the road.

Heavy runoff on Peters Creek Hill washed out one apmroach on the 22d
but this was. repaircd immediately end traffic was not delayed. Goat Creek apnroach
washed out on the 23d but wis repaired in twohours. Passenger cars were allowed’
across the bridge while repairs were wade but truck traffic was vualted during
that time. .

.
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Mr. McGovern and his bridge crew of four experienced men arrived in
Anchorage on the 20th from Homer and started hauling steel for the temporary
Goat Creek Crossing. Arrangements were previously made with the Army to get two
Bailey Bridges to be used at detours while Goat Creek and Ship Creek bridges were
being built. The detour bridge job went alone very well and was completed on the
29th. ‘The contractor as mide the approach fills and the bridse is now ready to
open for traffic. It is not planned to open it until the piling arrive for the
permanent bridge but in the mcantine the bridge crew has been sent to Colorado
to take cars of the West fork Bridge.

e. Anchoraze Depot:

Very little was done eraind the depot this month. The contractor reiov—
ed his materials from the front of tne warehcuse and otler materials have been re-
moved by the anc. The Cold Storaze box arrived for the warehouse and it has been
sev up in one corner of tiie ground floor. Controls and cooling units have not
yet been hooked up as it will require running another 3 phase line for the motors.
We have an extra hook-up on the panel board, however, and this will not be too
great a job, It is contemplated to run the line overhead in conduit along the
ceiling.

f£. Valley Roads:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair con-
dition until the 20th. Heavy flocds at trat time made most of the roads next to
impassible although traffic was kept meving. ‘Wasnout occurred at Wesilla Creek
Bridge on the Paimer-risnhook road but did net close the entire road. Repairs have
been made. Nine miles of the wWasilla-Knik road has been brusred and five miles
regraded and regraveled.

ge Mountain Roads;

Roads to the Fern anc Independence mines were opened up curing the
month, kr. Everett of ‘/illow was in and reported tht the roads there were bad
since the last rain with the approacn fill at Deception Creek being washed out so
traffic mst use planks to get over it and Willow Creek running down the road abow
15 miles out of Willow, It is plannec to start opening the Summit ebout July Leta,
to get equipment on this road.

h. Glenn Highway:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in fair con-
dition. Rains om the 20th caused numerous siall rock slides alonz tne Matanuska
River and on licose Creek Hill. Maintainers removed the slides and the highway kept
open to traffic durirg the rainy period without interrujtion.

i. Homer Roads and Dock:

During the early part of the month the Diamond Ridge rad was too wet
to work, The road is built on sand with no gravel available closer tnan the beach”
for surfacing. During the thaw the road becanes impassable and numerous washes
appear in the surface. As soon as possible craders went over the surfi.ce, holes
‘were filled and the road put in good wndition. Regular maintenance with the
graders kept the roads in good condition.
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The Homer dock was completed sufficiently for use during the month
and officially turned over to the Fublic Utility District on the 13th of the
month. Some bolting of bracing remains to be done for a complete job.

j. Russian River-llomer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols, Con~
siderable regradin3 was done on the entire road, and grevel was hauled on miles
42 and 51 where the surface showed saze signs of breaking up. One and one-half
miles of new grading was completed, 2: miles was stripped and 1.6 miles has been
graveled with bise :natcriol. leven fir piling were driven wider the lioose River
Bridge to strenzthean it anc new decking and bracing was laid down. The idea of
elephant nut culverts to replace the bridze has been abandoned.

The Gruendler crusher service wan arrived on the 29th, and on the 20th
accompanied bir, Wiite end ir. Petersm to Kenai. Up until that time the crusisr
had been idle due to faults either in cmstructia or Gesisn, or both. The vibrator
screen fails to worx under load, causing the agcregate to pile up on the head end,
and the single V-belt drive on the elevator does not have power enough to turn the
elevator under lozcg. The corrections on this machine, to make it operative, will
be of major proportions. The answers have not yet been found.

At Homer tne Starisiy Bridge has been completed, the fill canpleted on
the scuth side and 2/3 canpleted on north side. 800 ft. of “whiskey Creek swaip
has been corduroyec enc one ialf mile graded at Starisky? crossing. The fill north
of Anchor River nas oeen brousht ud to grade and consicerabie regrading and resur-
facing was dene between mile 13 and 16 which showed some sizns of breaking up
during rainy wether.

k. Farm Roads:

On 98 East ind road at Homer forty feet of half round elephant hut was
installed for the fritz Creek crossing and one quarter mile was cleared, stripped
and graded during the month.

On 75=-P Sand Laxe-Potter road work was carried on from beth ends. The
fill made last fall as a tenrorary road for the honesteaders in the area was moved
over on line end ruised avove the swams level. The “illside on tue Potter snd of
the road proved too wet to let the carrvells work it advantaseously so the equipment
was then pulled out and put to work on the gravel Knolls on 75-P. Cn the Sand Lele
end stripping and gradin,; continued trraigh the month with the trucks flilin: over
the corduroy previously laid. of the ground proved to 5: uravel hills and
are workable even during rainstorms such as the one encountered during tne latter
part of vhe month.

On Schrock Road 35-3, which was stripncd last vear to afford some relief
for the henesteaders in tiat area, work was started toward eradins anc gravelling.
One half mile of tho prepared subgrade was graded and graveled. Rain on tue 29th
forced us to cease oper..ticns on the road until it drys sufficiently to be
workable.



One tractor and operator worked all month m the Clark Road but due
to the late breakup and rains was kept busy filling washouts and regrading work
that had been comzleted curing the previous sezson.

1. Dillinghan: J
Regular maintenance with the motor patrol and spot gravelling with

the trucks was carried on throuch the month. New gravel pits were stripped and
the D-7 was repaired, Duc to lack of proper preventive maintenance on the machine
the bolts in the track roller f:me became loose end the frame cracked. ir. Ueeck
had to tear it down and weld it. Plans are underway to erect the quonset type shop
on Game Comnission reserve but actual erection has been held up becawe the local
agent is owt of town and cannot be contacted in recard to a suitable location that
will not interfere with Fish ami Wildlife plans.

m. Kodiak:
Maintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.

Nothing more nas been received concerning the new shop area so we are still opera-
ting from the old area.

Viork at Kodiak was turred cover to Mr, Puul Stover's brotler on the
first of tie mmth and kr. Stover was sent to the Fark to take over maintenance there.
Work at Kodiak has not seezed to suffer from the change,

n. McKinley Park:

Harly in the month the road was opened up into the Kantishna area and
minor repairs were made on all washouts. Hejor washouts filled were at miles
20, 23, 26, 34, 36, 52 and 57. New railings and running plank were cut on the
bridges at 57 mile; railings on bridges at 51 mile and 41 mile, and railing at
34 mile. Approximately 6CO ft. of channel was changed on the Toklat River to swing
the river away from the fill between the two bridges to prevent future washouts in
that area. Slide rock was cleaned from the road in Polycnrome Pass, Tourists
are being transported to this point.

Started to snow m the 24th and has snowed and drifted everz duy since.
On the 29th the road to ‘ionder Lake was opened up and the Rangers! family moved

:8out. Took 15 haurs to maxe the trip froa camp at Tolklat aml back, Drifting is
occurring fron Highway Pass to Camp Bilson and snow is fallins as far down as 6
mile, Some of the drifts are from 12 to 14 feet deep and until snow stops falling
very little can be done with the roads.

‘Paul Stover replaced Frank Johnson as foreman in the Park on the firstof the month, Lr. Johnson went to Homer as stripping and corduroyiug foreman.

© Takotna-Flat City Roads:

Reports not in as yet on either of these routes.



pe Colorado:

Pete Nelson was sent to Colorado earlyin the month to start road
maintenarce and make camp arranzenernts for the bridse crew. It was learred that
the ARR station couldnot take care of ow bridge crew upon their arrival so a
complete camp outfit was sent uo. Mr. UcGovern, Bridge Foreman, looked the
bridge over and sugzestcd that we replace numerous piles that the ice had taxen
out under the existing oridze including one complete bent. Since a large part
of the piling sent up to exterd the bridge were needed for maintenance it was
Aecided that the washout be backfilled and riprapped. The lwnber ordered for
extension of the bridge will be utilized at McKinley Park or Cantwell.

qe Bethel:

Work was started this month m the hill road at Bethel to replace
the existing road to the airfield and hospital. It is planned to corry this work
through to completicn this vear as the old road is in grave danger of veshing
into the river during the fall storms. The Airfield has been filled end draggec.

e -

During the hich water, the slouch bridge aporoaches washed out and
bot were backfiilec. lr, tiarsh, local foreman, sugzests that a 20 ft. anpproacn
bent be constructed ct elther end of the existing structure. Titis wiil be looked
into during the monty anc recom.endutims forwarded to Juneau. ,

re McKinley Park-susitna River Survey:

Eugene Wiite rade two trips into Liiler's camp curing the month and
he reports ever;thinz zgoins satisfactorily. Miller reports 15 miles completed to
date and expects to be delayed because of mud during the next month. ‘eather there

4.verhas been about tne same as at tne Park with cold rains and snow curing the la
part of the month. kr. Harold Roche was sent tc liiller as transitman und proved
to be quite capable. Late in the manth ne fell and sprained nis back and nad to
return to Anchoraje for treatinent. At the present time he is working in Anchoraze
with Jack VanZanten but expects to return to Cantwell as soon as the doctor permits.

2. By Gontract:

ae Anchorage Asphalt Plant Cotract I-are—/,086, B-M-K-Co.

Work on the plant reached the 1003 completion mark during the math.
The contractor cleaned uo -is excess materials around the area and nas moved out.
Forual acceptance has'nd& been made but it is expected that tir. Daub, Chief Contracts
Division, Mr. Cook, k-K Chief ingineer, and lir. Wa. J, Niemi, District sngineer,
will inspect the plant early in the fortnacoming month so acceptance can be made.

Final training of firesen in boiler water testin: procedure has been
delayed due to the nonarrival of chemicals needed by Mr. Jenkins for setting up
this procedure. The cheinicals are now enroute and training snould be completed
withih a week or ten cays. .

be

Grading has been carricd forward on the section between the Knik River
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bridge and the klutna and the section is almost ready for the crush bose course.
The contractor has set his crusner up at the’ upper railrced crossing above Eklutna
and plans to haul crush back to the Knik River. During the rainy period the road
did not become impassable, but nwnerous bad spots apneared and hud to be dug out
and replaced with select material,

Prime of UC2 has been laid down for 9 miles out of Palmer and the
contractors hot mix plant is set up reedy to sturt laying the mat when weather
permits. During the month 80 tons of MC2 prime was laid on the subgrade.

ce. Glenn Highway, B-1 Section:

Mr, Albert Torn, Resident Engineer on B-l was relieved of his duties
early in the month and Mr, Lawrence A. Paglia arrived and has taken over as Resident
Engineer on the contract. lr. Gamwell hes been spending most of his time on the
job. The work is progressing fairly well with 55% of the L line completed and
cross sections 545 complete.

The contractor is moving in and is setting up his camp south of
King River.

3. ‘Weather:

Weather during the first 20 days of the month was wetter than usual but
construction and surveys preceeded without too much loss in progress except for
Kenai and Homer. On the 20th of the month it started to rain snd rainec continually
until the 29th. Due to very little previous thawing in the mountains warm rains
eaused the small streams to run wild, jump their banks and wasn out road fills where
the existing culverts could not nrandle the water. Cn the 28th cooler weather and
snow in the mou.teains heipcd tne situation by giving the water time to get away.
Traffic on tie highways was kent moving by detours and expedient fills but many of
the farm roacs in the Valley were impassable during this period, ‘eather in the
Park was even worse with snow falling continually from the 24th to the 30th, Snow
fell as far down as 6 mile,

4. Miscellaneous:

Mr, Ike Taylor arrived for an inspection tour on June 1. His tour included
all three Districts and he returned to Junecu from Anchorage on the 30th.

Mr, Wa. J. Hiemi returned from leave on the 5th.

Mr. Lewis Nottmeyer was relieved from duty with the ARC on the 22d due
to lack of engineering knowledge for which employed, and intoxicrticn.

Gruendler Crusher representative arrived in Anchoroge on the 29th and ac-
companied Mr, White and lir. Peterson to Kenai to inspect the new crusher on the 30th,

. V trul; Lo
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DEPARTMGNT OF TI INT<RICR
ALASKA 204) COMVISSICH

ANCHCRAGS, ALAGKA

June 7, 1949.
vMr. Ike P. Taylor

Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Comnission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJ2CT: - Kenthiy situation report for May 1
Anchorazse, alas’a

1.

@. Anchorz:'e Roeds:

Routine maintenance was performed m all the Anchoraze reacs. Motor
Patrols cleaned out ditches and did general surface grading. Cn way 13, due to
unusually warm weather Lake Ipenard rose over the road to the small plane iand-
ing at Lake Hocc. Very little damase occurred and the water receded in ‘wo
days so the road was asezin cpen for traffic. The same dete the water washed
out a short section of tne sand Lake road at the intersecticn cetween the Sand
Leke Roads anc the road to tae Tenth 2escue Squadron. The washeut did not stop
traffic and was repaired the newt daz. The read throush

:

month ana resained in excelent conditicn, except that Le
laid dewn Last fall was ccntinuelly loosened by maintainers end inac to be j
removed.

Gravel was neuled from the Cia Fit and the Campbell Ststion road was filled winto raise it above seepass froa toe swamp to maxe it passable eariy in the
Mw

month. @

b. Potter 2ond:

. No treuble vas experienced during the month and resular maintencnce
with motor graders kept tue road in fine shupe. Glaciers et Little Raobit Creek
gave us trouble as they were not disturbed b; traffic until ther had melted
and dried up. The ois swamp at Potter Staticn resained soft until the 2cth of
the month, but had dried enough by that tise to permit equipment to begin moving
dirt. .

Erection of construwctim camp was started om the 13th and a crew
moved in the 24th, and gredinz was start:d cn the Potter end at that time. Fre-
viously to tnat the shovel was moved to Vells pit end six five yard trucks bezan
hauling gravel back to the S.st "G" Street swamp crossing. Twin elephant hut cul-
verts were placed in Campbell Creek and tne fiil started across them. Due to a
shortage of bolts, one of the huts was welded instead of being bolted. This
proved to be a mistaxe, however, as the welds seemed to wecken the structure
and it collapsed under the fill load. Most of it can besalvaged but in
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ced when our hut arrives from Valdez.

Taylor, Juneau - June 7, 1949 Pea

the meantime arrangements have been made to borrow forty feet to be repla-
. a“

ce Mountain View Roeds; i

The Mountain View Roads remained in bad condition during the
early part of the month but were kept passable during the entire math. Sur-
face water stood in tne ditches and softened the subgrade until it could get
away througn the frost. los. of the present surfacing has become embedded in
the mud subsurface and will undouotedl; prove a headache for future maintenance.
During the latter pirt of tne month maintenance with the motor sraders kept tne
roads in fine camditicn.

Ge Anchors e-Palner Hichvary:

The hiznay to Palmer has peen maintained with motor zraders
ana is in fair condition. Uarly in the month, the secticn of road at ‘ille 22
became roush and sponzy cue to frost bolisana neavz traffic but the frest
left the ground and let the water away before any great Gamise was cone.
the runoff, water crossed tne road at sevsral pleces out did very litsle apra-
rent damage, Resular iiaintenance with the motor graders brought the road ur
to its present conciticn.

The Petcrs Creek Bricse was completed by installing the hand
rails and wheel guards, Sarl; in the month the contractor attennted to n2en-
fill the epproaches to allow traffic to we it, out frost in the cuts orevenved
nis deing any wort. Present plans are rather indefinite as the contractcrs
equipment is now all busy further uo the road and he does nct plan om being
in that section for another month or six veeks.

Two small snow slides occurred near the South end of the Kaikx
River Bridge on tne 27ta at 4:30 P.X., put were cleared fron the road by 7:00
P.ui., the same evening. Luck was with us this year as we nad passed tne area
with a TD-13 on a trailer headed for Falzer but a few minutes berore. The
tractor was at work by the time the slide had stopped. Traffic was not xeld
up as the end of the slide just reached the edge of the roacway and one pass with -

the blade opened a lane.

e. <aAnchora-¢ Depot:

¥Woving was completed early during the monta and the old build-
ing turned back to the aRQ. Parts and miscellaneous supziies from the old
building nave not yet been put away abt tne new garage but should be pretty
well cleaned up during the coming month. Bins are still being ouilt and sort-
ing of parts continuing. Jquipment received this month incitded turee 5 yard
Reo Trucks, ten 3 yard ford Trucks and one 3/), yard Byers Truck Crane with
dracline and siovel attachments. ‘The Byers machine was damiged in transit by
the AXA and an arranzezent has been made with them whereby they repair it and
we accept it with a one year zuarantee fre: tnem. Three new ford Coupe Pickups
arrived.and have been assigned to the Juneau personnel car Pool.
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Tayjor, Juneau - June 7, 1949 pe3

The yard ras been brousht down to grade and will take but a Little
finishing with the motor patrols. This has been delayed as the patrols were
needed badly on tie roads, ana beczuse some cleanup work was necessary by
both the ARC and the ccntractors before the entire area can be finish graded.

f. Valley 2ocds:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair
condition. During the carly part of the month the roads weic soft and traffic
was stopped on the worst stretches to give them a chence to cry usr. The frost
was slow in gcing out which kept the surface water on tne ros way. This,
capled with the

traific,
tenaed to cut the surface gravel to nieces. Tnose

main roads not closed were spot sraveled wherever they showed sizn of breakin
up. in the latter cart of the month, the Wasiile-Knix Road grading was start
and greevelans is follo.anz close behind tae reditching and sredinz. Some wor:
has been done up on tue Clark road as the surfacins tas all been embedded in the
muskez anc the road is an impassanie quagnire. Jt is contemplated to start work
on the extension to the Childrens! home as soon as weatirer permits.

d&
<.

ge Glenn liicthwar:

ork done on the Glern Hichway consisted of cleanin:out d-tches,elearinzthe road of fallen reex and fillings :misceLlaneovs small washouts alongthe vatonusia Aiver., wotor sraders uwaintained the surface daily between Parmer.
and Zureka, and tre road stayed in seod concitio during the entire month.

teVery little trousle «es encountered by the runoff as the cLicses anc culverts vanclec
the water very well. Cne new culvert «as placedat 112 alle when it was found
tinat tne existins pipe would rnct handle the water.

h. Homer Roads and Dock:

The spit road fron Hud Sey to the end of tne Spit hes neen rezra-
Ged and spot szravelled for a total cistance cf Lh miles. Gravel was “cauled on the
Bast read to petch frost »oils. ito work was cone on tne Fritz Creek tasty ond
extension 2s the sround proved to be too wet to work efficiently. Regular main-.
tenance was performed durin; the month with motor gracers.

On the Hower Dock all bearing piles heve been driven and oraced.
Fenders iiave teen drived on the face and north side of tne dock. There are
enough short piling on hand to’ put 12 fenders aleng the north sice of the ap-
proach as an additional protectim from ice and for the convenience of small
boats and scows. Arrenseuei s are being made with a Packing Comrany at Fort
Graham to have a floating driver drive a dolphin but as jet final deteils Lave
not been arransed. ‘ie are short approximately 1200 lineal feet of 2x12 decking
but it is pleined to saw it from sone of

the
extra 12:12 tivbers that are on

nand,
.
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i. Russian River-Homer Road:

Cn the Kanai end, imsintenance was performed by motor patrols, Cai-
Siderasole rezrading had to oe dme con mile 26 ami 27 where two larze Lakes
formed on the road and at mile 57 ana 58 which were graded on the frost Last
fall. A large washcut cccurred at mile 32 for a distance of aprroximately
600 feet which wes Gravel was hauled on Kenai streets and miles
1,2,3,4,9 and LO of the nenai spur where frost coils occurred. Crusner has .

been set up at tne lioose River pit and it is expected to start operating the
lst of June *

Three camps have oeen set up; the Moose River Camp, Kasilof and the
Stripping Camp. Sone.stripes g has seen done out no gradings or sravelinz.

Overhaul in the shor is coming along in fine shape with some of the
surplus equipnent from Seward zoin5 through the snop. Painting is keepins
upd with the overnuaul. :

At Homer the Anchor River fills have been comzleted and grading is
being completed on the ncrtn sice of tne ancher iver hill.

Gravelling has been MOVaNS forward vith 1-} miles
on top of corduroy. Grading on writs section was negligible 2
took esre of it. Snow was 2 feet deep at Starisicy on Lay 15th. Camp was set
up and ricker went down from Kenai to re-establish center A

MeGovern ond crew will move out to drive the oridge as scon trey finisn

oem ravelled

with the Homer Deck,

3 rravellem idine

ne

je Farm Roads:

75=-P Sand Lake-Potter york accomplished this month is as follows

Cleared and stripned - -- - - - - -.25 miles
Graded -- ~.25 miles

Totals to date: Cleared and stripped- - - - - - -.25 niles
Graded -- - 725 miles

Due to main projects openings up and need for maintenance on most
of the routes, no other farm road work was carried on during the month.

k. Dillinzhan:

Hatchett made a trip to Dillingham early in the month ania few
changes were wade in personnel. Since tmt time the only report is tnat the
motor grader and the maintenance shpp has arrived on the sround. The provlem
of a building site was taken up with kr. Ghiglicne upon nis inspection tour
through the Distriot and he has tentatively mde plans with the Gane Commission
for a very well situated site on their South boundary, Cur local foreman will

dpe
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take care of the exact locstion which is to ce worked out with Hr. Carson,
the local Game Commission Cfficer at Dillingham,

1. Kodiak:

Maintenance was performed on all Kodiek roads, with small rock
slides being raaoved from the base read. The new location for ow shop was
taken uz witn tir. Ghislione after we received 4 more comprehensive report
from ki. Stover,our Noaiak feremian. Mr. Ghiglione has made the necessary ar-
rengements witn the Land Office and ve are waiting for our request to be
grantec befove we move in an. start clearing tne new area for our operations.

m. McKinley Park:

Due to the unusual amount of snow the road was plowed to Igloo and
camp set up trere on the 14th of the month. Culverts were thawed and the men
have spent tne month divertinz water to save the rad. A small washout at
Sanctuary River was filled. Some trouble is beings encountered at mile 4 and
mile 6 as hish water is cutting the fills on the birdge approaches, Paul
Stover from Kediak nas deen sent up to take over the crew in the Park due to
tne fact that Fran« Johnsm say be leaving soon to teke over some rock work
in the Valdez District.

Althousn it had not ceen planned to plow further tian Saole Pass,
the sicw in the pass was Lliszhter then expected and iir, Jonson states that
it was imperative to get through as the water on the other side vas washing
out the entire road, Four nurs cleared the pass so the washouts could be
taien care of before trey nad done much dane ge.

n.- Taxotna-flat City Rocds:

No report has ceen received as yet from Taxotna.

. At Flet nish water end ice in Otter Crees mde it advisasie to start
the crew early to tear cown tie old vridze before the ice took it out. The
tinbvers were vadiy rotted end the bridge iad previously oeen posted as dange-
rous. ‘The decxing is in fair shape and can be used to replace worn plantings
in other bridges in the area, The new bridse completed last year should suifice
for all city traffic. —— aires sre Are,ety

oOo, Talkestms-
'

Jim Zulvaney and wife went to Talkeetna en the 23rd to start the
camp. Due to a wire from Talt:eetna on dangers of cressing the river, tne rest
of the crew and a large part of the provisions were not sent till Ur. Luivaney
wired in that a crossin: could be made. The loader for the D-4 Cat. was sen
to Fairbarks by mistake and has not jet returned.

pe HickKinicy Park—-Susitna River Surveys

Harold Miller,Chief of Party, left Anchoraze with his party onV
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Monday May 16th. At the end of the month he reported that ‘iis survey is
out at 4 mile. iiis

Fransitiman
» lir. Nottmever, was sent bzcx to Anchorazeafter approximicly 10 days with hia. The wan will probabl; work out all

right, but he was tco inexperienced 2o be of much heip to idller's crew.
Nottmeyer is now workins under Jack VanZanten in tre Anchorace area. It
is rlanned to send Harold Roche to Miler to fill up his crev, The party
seems to be experisncin> some trouble with the tractors baat were sent out
although one of tiem was new énd was shisped directly tocantwell from Seatile.

2. BY CaitRict:

a. aAnchore-e Asphalt Plant Contract I-arc-4035, Bei-K Co.

Work cn the plant is nearins completion with the boilers instal
led and the steam pining nearing comzletiom. The scale pit has been dug and
poured and tne scaie nouse erected with piping and valves installa.

The Standard Cil Tenker "Henna" docked on the 14th. The pumping
was started at 10;C00 P.u.. Pumping went very satisf.ctcorily and asphalt and
fuel oils were unloaded by 11:00

Rabie y
the following morning. The tanker

pulled away from the dock on Sunday May 15.

n approximicly teTne Plant will be ready to start delivering asphalt
ted by contractcrdays, wnicn is in advence of delivery d:tes of June 15th esting

on Glenn aA.

a
d

The work on the entire vroject is 37 complete.

be Glenn Elshway Section a.

The work of final graeding bets,veen the Knik River Bridge and Palner
was completed earl; in the month andwas. §contractor moved his crusaer in an
has laid a base course of crush overthe extirestretch. Gradins work nos
been carried on to include the Goat Creek sec where a 3 foot rise will be
put in the present grade line because of the vast danzers of floocinz.

The rock work 2st the second reilroad crossing above sklutna has
been. carried forward during the month and the stretch is dow to grade with
the exception of a few rock points that must be snot off.

It is expected that the emtractor will be csiling for aspnalt
after the middle of June.

Some difficulty was experienced by the crusher crew when the rapic
rise in the Matanuska River caused them tc pull out of their borrow pit in
favor of one on high srownd. The equipment was moved before the pit flooded.

ce Glenn Ilichwav, Bel Section:

The survey is speeding up as the crew become soxewhat more familiar
with the type of work rcquired of them. Lr. Torn'ts parties have been enlarze

~6-
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and he now has 23 men in the field. Actual work done is P line 40% complete ’
L line 40% complete, Cross sections 35% complete and levels 40% complete.
Few changes fave been made in key personnel although the turnover in axemen
and chainmen nas oeen rather large.

3. Weather.

Approexim:tely 4 incres of mow fell cn May the 3d, but was soon
all gone, Durins the remaincer of the month the weather nas been excepticnal-
ly good for constricticn and surveys,

he Hiscell: neous.

New equipment which arrived during the mmth consisted of
3 — 5 yard Reo trucks
3 - Ford Tounes

10 - 3 jerd Ford truck
|

1 - 3/4 yard Byers truck crane and
,2- TD-19s.

Two Carryeil-icrapers were hauled by our trucks from Vaideg. also
received one new prime mover, witich was badly needed.

LeAvilatchett left for an inspectim tour of the Dillingham Areé on
the 4th and returned to Anchorage the llth.

lar. A.F.Ghiglione arrived for the unlocding of the Tanker on the
kth. He toured the Districts anda returned to Juneau on the 2h¢h.

Mr. George Tapley arrived on an inspection tour on the 24th. .

Mr. williamCuningliam, long time arC enployee, died of a stroxe
on the 26th of the month.

Mr. Wn. J. Niemi, District insineer, left for a week in tne States
on the 245th. It is expected that he will. be back in Anchorsze on the 5th of
June.

Very truly yours,

iviegZ
Wiismm District ingineer

{

re
re
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DEPARTLGNT CF THE INTERIC
ALASKA RCAD COLLZSSICH
ANCHCRAGE, ALASKA

May 3, 1949

hr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief =ncineer
flaska Road Commissicn
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Lionthly situation report for April, 1949,
Ancnorace District, Ancnoraze, Alaska

1. By Government Porces

a. adnchoraze Roads:

Snow remcval was accomplished during the early part of the menth
motor patrels. The glacier on the loop road reneined active and on the sixth
ice was plowed off tre road anda sialilow ditch was opened acress the road to
take care of the overflow from the culvert:., (nm the 24th unusually warn weather
caused a heavy runcff and few of the culverts were large enoush to handie the
flow. No major washouts occurred, The Zast "G" Street rozd just beyond the
City limits becsme flocced and the road was ditched to take care of the water
that was backinz up into people's houses, Ouring tne latter part cf the month
gravel was nauled end spread on the reads as required to keep traffic moving.

>. Snintenieneioemiens
During the early part of the month snow removel was accomplished

on trese roads and gravel was hauled on any spots that showed sisms of breaking
up. Warm weather necr the end of tne month caused the small stream on tie
Campbell Staion road to jump its panks and wash across the road. This was
repaired out the frost is leavi.g the ronda and at present it is impassable to
anything out four wieel drive vecicles.

aThe Sand Lake roads are in fair condition and Imve been passable
all xonth. <A small hole at the end of Spenard Lake between the Idle Hour read
and the forks, has opened up due to heavy heulins by contractors on the Inter-
naticnal Airport. This is now passable but net sood. Lous are now being re-
stricted to prevent further dsmasge during the breakup period,

The inain Spemard road remained in goed conditim during the month
due to the gravel placed late last fall. Frost boils showed in mile one md mile
three, but were imiediately taken core of,

ce. Potter toeds: .

The Fotter roads remained good durinz the brealup. Snew was removed
during the early part of the month and resular maintenance vas performed with

-l-
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motor patrols. The road between Little Rabbit Creek and Potter Station has not
been opened up. Traffic will be kept off tics road until it cries out. Side
roads in this area have been maintained as soon as a maintainer could get over
them after the froct vas down.

d. Mountain View Roads:

The main roads at Maintain View have given a zreat deal of trouble.
Tris are2 is so flat that ditcnres were unable to handle the water which spilled
over inte the road soaxing the subbase. Heavy traffic did the rest and the roaas
became impassanle 25out tae middle of the month, Ther aveAried un somewhat since
that time and by deecpenin the ditches, digzins laterals with the consent cf the
property owners, ard cotinual maintenance, she roads are acain passable,

Ce :

The entire nigiway to Palmer has been maintained with rotor graders
and is in fair conditim. arly in the month, the section cf highway north of
the monument, whicn was surfecea by tne Arny last year, went +o pi:ces. ‘The Fost
engineer was requested to haul sraevel to this secticn "and, with aasistmee from

toils nigawazRoad. Commission motor patrols, several
miles of tle werst section of tid

was placed into excellent concition in three days. Frost oolls appeared at miles
12,15,19 and 21. These were dus out and gravel hauled in to drinz the road hack
to grade. Necessary citening was done to lezd water avay from the road anc ail

ar Chuziaxculverts were kept open. The contractor roughed up the road surface near
while stripping for the new alignment out this was reraired curing normal rain-
tenance by patrols. The section between Knik iver bridge and the Matanuska River
oroke up in spots due to poor subgrade but was at no time impassable.

Two oroken stringers on the
approa

acn te the
watanuska

River Bricze
werc reinforced, A mud sill was laid on the rock abutment,the stringers jackedback in place enc a cap inserted midway between the bents.

The Peters Sreek Bridce falsework was completed and is ready for
backfillinc, The PRA Resident Engineer states thet the emtractor will make tie
approach fills as soon as possible, It is contemplated to out traffic over the

tone

f. anchora-e Desot:

SverytuingMoving hes been going m continually curins
the mcnth.

thehes now been movedwith the exception of clean-up work around the aitside of
pbuilding and the blaci:smith iron on the porch, It is planned to move the gas
pumpaftcr the new yverd is

graced
down areind tne shop area. This sneuld Se within

the next week or ten e2ys. The five tor crane has not as yet been swing on the rail
as no electrical rail wire was included in the order. As soon as tiis arrives
installation will proceed. A smaller hand operatcd crane has been huny from wie
rail. ‘his works very satisfactorily and will continue to function until tie
electrical wiring can be installed.

29
. The yard has been cross secti.ned and grading sturted on the 29th.

Much of the surplus equipment which was in front of the warehouse “as been mowed

to the back of the rard to make room for grecins operations. Two TD-19s arrived

-2=ue

ANC UOTE “Ceraimer Nisiway~—

soo as isbrid



Taylor - May 3, 1949 Page 3

and one of them was put on the Wooldridge carryall. The tractor operates fine end
has plenty of power, It appears to be slow while loading, however it loads about
ten yards witnout the assistance of a pusher.

The warehouse has been comnleted except for a.little outside paint-
ing and the inner. dcors of the elevator, The warehouse is completely moved and
is now operating from whe new area. A partiticn nes been installed to make a
reom between the elevator sneft and the west building wall upstairs, This is
utilized for storase of office and engineering supplies.

ge Valley toads:

Reutine maintenance aml snow remov2l was perforved on all routes
with. both tractors and motor patrols, Ditching was done where possible and all
culverts were kept open am clecned out. During the latter part of the montn,
due to rapid thawins, water formed on the road end numerous frost boils anpeared
almost, simultaneously on 2@ll roads. Gravel was hauled on the bad sections but
most of the roads hecame inpassable on the 23rd and the 24th of the month. The
Palmer~jasilla road was asain passable for traffic on the 22th and the Matanuska
road was azain open on the 29th. Traffic in the Valley has been moving all month
but some of tuc sehcoi ous loops are in bed condition and the busses have nad to
backtrack on numerous occasions, “With she present weather, 211 roads should ose

in fair shape witain a weex. The Bodenburg Butte road went to picees but gravel
was hauled and the bad holes filled.

he Glenn Hizhweyv:

Work done on the Glenn Ilighway consisted of snow removal during
the first few days of the montn, maintenance with motor patrols during the entire
monto, removal of falling rocks and cleaninz mw of citches ond culverts, cxeept
for a bad frost boil at the top of tre Moose Greek Hill on the Palmer side, tue
higavay remained in excellent condition, The oeil was cleaned out and gravel nauled
in. The higuwar renained open to traffic all month. For tie first ti.e in many
years, no trouble was encountcred oy hish water in lioose Creek. The Sausage nlaced
last spring turned tine water successfully back into the channel and uncer the bridge.

i.e Homer Xcads and Dock:

The approach bents have been driven, also tre triangle bent and
eleven piling in the docx. Two ten foot bents for the ramp to the approach have
been framed and the deckinz is out 20C feet on the approacn. The dock shouid be
conpleted late in May. Crews are working with the tides, starting as early as
4:00 A.i., as swift currents make driving difficult during incoming tice or runou

Routine maintenance with the mtor patrols was rerformed on the
Homer roads and sand and gravel hauled in on the spots which shewed signs of goins
to pieces,

-3- .
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3. Farm Roads:

-9~ Homer East End Road = Wrk accomplished this month is as
follows: / ‘

Cleared and stripped - - - -2200 feet
Graded~ 4000 feet

fotals are: Cle-red emi stripped- - - - - 12,200 feet
Graced- - - 9,000 feet

32CO feet left to be graded was left until the frost is out
of tne ground and it has dried up enoush to make grading feasible.

k, Russian-iiver-Koner oid:

The

Cn the Kenai enc, meintenance was performed by motor patrols and the
Culverts were vert cpen anc the ditches were kept clemed out to take theboiler,

snows causedsurface water during runorf., in the latter part of the montn, meltins
by the unusually wara weatcer fiiled all the cenressicns througi waich the road
passes, causing water to rise cver the rozd in numerous rlaces. As tuese potholes
do not h:ve natural crainage there is no way to lower trie water in many of them
until the frost goes out and it sinks into the ground. Tne roadbed, however,
mains solid and is passable to trucks having clearance enough so the motors do not
Grown out. The Hower and cr tie road remained in sood shoppe curinz the runoff,
maintenance was cerforved with motor gracers and all culverts were kept open.
North of Anchor River trere is still aomt one foot ef snow,

The Ancnor River Bridce, is up and bolted, Three Quarter inch
machine bolts were substituted for sane af the 5 "rib bolts in the tep ciores 2n

posts, put will be changed as soon as the proper’ bolts cen ve obtained, The fill
‘on the south end of the oridze is complete and the north end fill is new being mace.

<lL. Dillin-han:

Larson's last report iidicatsd all roads open with maintenance ceing
performed dsily on all ro.ds. Troucle is being experienced with all the equipnent
and causes are unknow at the present time. is planned to send Hatchett down
that way the first of May to lool: into the situntion. Eis report will be submittedv J

.to Juneau upon his return.

me. Kodiak:

Neintenance was perfermed on all Kodiek roads, with smell rock
slides being removed from the base road, Foul Stover is looking around for 4

Lleeation for our gurage and equipment which will be bettu, situated than the pre-
sent hillside. He believes that we will be better served dy © lecation on Mill
Bay road, and there appears to be availadie land in Lot 39 of bast Addition, fociak
Townsite, U,J. Survey Io, 2538i, A more comprehensive report wil be suomitted
on this after all details have been ascertained.

“le



-5-

Taylor - May 3, 1949 Page 5

n, licKinley Perk:

Cold and windy during the first part of the month with driftingof snow occuring daily. On the 9th the snow was removed from the west half of the
airstrip so light planes could get in. Glaciers are bad 2t the foot. of Sable
Pass, and plans new are to clear the road to 37 mile and ditch a small creek to
keep it out of the road when thawing occurs. The flat at Toklat is entirely
covered with ice with no gravel showing through.

DeS from Cantwell arrived back at the Park on the 7th.

O. Taketna:

Started overhaul of equipment and have all equipment in fair’ snapeto start road work. Trucks arrived last fall are in fair condition and need
very little work,

« McKinley Park-Susitna Piver Survey:Pa ad

Harold hiiller, Chier of Party, arrived in Anchorace from Cant-rell
on the 20th. Es reports fron L to 5 feet of snow at 20 mile and 54 feet 2%
Bruskana 35 miles out. Uverjtaing is moved across the bad ground and cached at

uu oe

the Park to check the machine. Liiller went to Ketchikan on tne 21st end was back
in Anchorage the next weex,

35 mile. The TD-1L arrived durinz the month and é meciianic was sent dowm from

2. By Contract.

A. Anchoraze Verehouse— Contract I-are-1.007, Gothberz Construction So.

The warehouse was completed early in the month and the contrector
began moving his equipment awey from the site. There remains only tne wooden
inner gates for tne elevator which never did arrive from Seattle and the outside
painting which is a small percentace of the jcb. Nr. Gothbers was in anc stated
that he was on his wey outside on the 29th and would arrange to get the decors at
that time.

b. ASphalt Ten Farm Contract I-~arc-1035, 3-N-K Co.

Werk has been somewhat speeded up this month on all phases of
the job. The tank erection is completed, tracer lines have been fitted and wel-
ded and the esphalt lines in the pit menifold ari deck are complete. Brection
of the boiler souse has been started wits the boiler set, stack in and cribbing
complete, Excavation for the scale house and scales is being made and the Hot
Tanks and Fuel Tanks are being fitted with stean coils.

At the request of the ARC, the contractor increased welding and
Trouble is still being experienced witi the Urban pluabins

ARC ang tieplumbing crews,
e Urberx which firm is slow on cooperating with botn theand Henatinz Caaps

Prime Contractor.
The actual work is 75% complete on the entire project.
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Cc. Glenn Hizhway A-l Section, 3-u-K-Comany.

Work was started during the month on strippinz, and grading, Actual
grading consists of dizging cut soft areas between the Matanuska River Bridge and
the Knik River and replacing poor subgrade with select gravel, The rock bluff at
the North end of Eklutna fluts is being drilled and shot and the roadway is being
widened and brougnt down to a new grade,

Engineering on
the

road is being done by PRA ergineers with five
parties in the field. Centerline, level, topPOS, and cross-section parties are
keepins aneed of the actual work “and one party is checxingfinal grade behind con-
struction.

Mr. Haapala, Resident Engineer on the job, estimates the work 4s
being 7% completed, considerinz the entire paving project,

d. Glen “ichevev, 3-1 Section.

Alaska Road Commission Snzineers are working on the section, run-
ning certer line and levels. albert Torn, tesicent ongineer, is clanning o
increasinz his staff as scon as cur surverins equinmemt is in from the States
where it was cent for overnail and repair. de is at present uncerstafred for
a job of treat size, especinily as it is of utmoct ursmez tuat the worn de con-
pleteed ina snort time, He now nas about for miles of line located «ith center-
line and levels run in,

reen crews, cutWerk nas been somewhat slow aie to breaking in
the future. Severalthis condition scould improve and work proceed more rapidl;:

temporary transfers were made of enzineers from Vaidez Distr 1
M
eeK

e)

ot.

3. ‘leather.

Weather has been somewhat varied during the month, runnin: from
e@ storm that started cr tne 3lst of Maren and endinz on the Stn of april, to 47
degrees above zero weatier that oceurredon tie 22nd to the 25th inclusive, As
a whole the weather concitions were anout

nor
mol with the exception t7at no rain

fell during the entire month, ‘arm temperatures felt during the latter mrt of
the month caused flooding; which our culve nts were unable to handle, and as 2

result many roads thet should have withstood the spring thaw became saturated be-
Low the surfecing and broke up. Another result of the rapid thawing was the
frost lesving all the roads simultaneously witn the result that equipment was

spread too thin to give more than tenrorary relief on a few cf the main roads.
Total snowfall for the winter broke all past records during tue monti.

L. Kiscellaneous.

New equipment is besinning to shay up. Durinz the month we re-
ceived the new Bros boiler which was sorely needed, aiso two “R2-19s, aa 3/k yd
crawler and } yd. rubber mounted’ shovels bot) Bay Citys!', 5 5 yd. Reo trucis and
h new “ord pickups. The boller, the crawler stovel. and tie two tractors nave
been put to work.

oo“)
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‘ YThomas Perkins, P-3, was released on the 13th of the month.

Mr. Daub, eccompanied oy his Assistant, Mr. Carter, and lr. Bates,
Safety Engineer, arrived on the 12th from Juneau on an inspection tar.

Mr, Ghiglione and Mr. Coodson arrived on an inspection tour on the
25th, and accompanied b; the District in-ineer spent the 28th, 29th, and 30th on SO
an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsula.

Cook house was set up at Palmer for Bel Engineers. It is not
contemplated feeding PRA men at our canp. first meal will be on May 3.

Very truly yours,

CD) ecm.WM. J. bert
/

WJN smn District engineer
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< mrt ne
Co popeteporSI'QWJECT: Monthly situation report for Lreh, 1949 owe

m™~Anchorase District, alasia Be we )
1, Wy(hy

@. dAnchoraze Reads:

General snow removal and winter maintenance was performed m all
the Anchorage roads during the montc. Weather turned warm early in the month
causing the heavy snow berms that were net out beycnd the ditch lines to melt
and fiil the roads with sater. The tractor equipment spent the montn pushing
back the berms and cleaning out ditches in an attespt to get rid of the water,
The main roads were open to traffic all menth although due to taawing Gays
and freezing nigitts they rutted faster tran the sraders couldkeep them smooth-
ed up. Graders were put on a 10:00 A.il., to 6:00 P.i., shift to catch roads
when they were thawed.

The glacier on the Loop Road by the CAA shop started running and
building on the road ard the snow anc ice was kest removed and a citeh out
across the road to take the water that was bypassing the culverts. Sone gravel
was hauled and sprezd on the bad stretches. The Alaska Railroad track drains
drain into the road along this stretch end these holies were filled with gravel
and kept smooth.

A glacier which formed just outside the City limits on Zast "'G"
Street was thawed and dozed off the road ami the road raised a foot for one
hundred feet to keep tie ice and water off.

Spot graveling has been done on all spots which show signs of break-
ing up under the tnawing weather and heavy traffic.

>.

The entire hizhay to Palmer has been maintained by both mctor
grader and tractor equipment. Berms have beenpushed back and ditches opened
where thawing has occurred. Snow was removed along perrill Field with a carryall
and culverts were opened to carry off the surface water. The glacier at the
South End of the Knik River Bridze remained active durin; the month and a boiler
has been attendins it periodically when the culvert froze and the ice showed
signs of going over the road. The section of highway that wes surfacedby the
Army his broken up and is very rouzh. appearances arc that the snow was not”

S
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yessplowed back from the shoulders and runoff water drained under the pavement Y
into the subgrade, Subsesuent traffic broke the surfacing and mud boils Arn \

: :
1. 3

“a Anum,
an Vi

appeared on the entire stretca. That portion tnat was laid down last year cock}has not croperl; cured end is also wearing away froia the surface causing 5chuck holes. Other than the section through the Fort, however, the road is
good condition, although rouzh between Palmer and the Knik River Bridge.

The temporary oridge at Petcrs Creek was started on the 10th. Ice
has been shot clearing tie river, snow has been removed from the entire area,
and most of the deadwork finished. Some trousle has been experienced leveling
up for the caps but 2 coxcpressor was put to work and tne frost drilled and shot
for level footing as the boiler was busy on the roads. Two om@mts have been
erected complete witn stringers and decking. The work should be completed within
two weexs.

¢. Potter Hishvay:

Routine snow removal and maintenance :4dth the maintainers was per-
formed during the month. The snow was pushed back beyond the ditch line and
the ditches were opened with a puil grader to take care of the runoff. The
glacier at Rabbit Creek continued to give trouble but was taken care of with
a ditch through the ice along tne road which carried the water into the creek.
Side roads were plowed free of the slush that formed as the accunulaticn of
ice left during winter plowing operatims thawed and broke up.

d. Anchora-e Denot:

Moving has been carried forward along with the task of overhaul
of equipment for the forthcominz seasm. The hydraulic lift has been in-
stalled in the garage and a compressor utilized to operate it until the com-
pressor from the old building can oe moved, The major portion of the paris
have oeen moved and put away overheed. Garaze offices nave deen moved to the
new Location and overhaul is now in the new building. Steel for the mez~
zanine floor has arrived anu been put in with the exception of me oay which
had to be left free for the elevatia of the elevator snaft. All the elevator
parts have not yet arrived and it is not contemplated trying to instail it until
it is complete as this wuld necessitate the removal of the hoist now being
operated in the shaft. The five ton crane arrived and the rail has been instal-
led preparatory to attaching the crane proper, The rail proved to be too long
and had to be dapped to clear the steam lines in the pbuilding. This will not
affect its strength or movement in any way.

Carpenters are now building storase racks in te warehouse and ware-
house supplies and provisions ere being moved into the pbuilding. The storekeep-
ing section of the Anchorage office hus been established in the room originally
planned as the engineering office so the storekeeper can keep closer check on
the work of requisitioning and supplyins supplies to the cazos. The emtract
and ingineerins section is also functioning in the new building thus greatly
relieving the congestion in the offices in the Federal Building.
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The cook house in the new area was put in operation on the 10th to
handle the bridze crew and the crew for moving the garare and warehouse, The
quonset hut stora7e in the new area collapsed due to snow loading on the 5th and
has been partially dismantled, The ouilding does not appear to be severely dam-
aged and it is planned to re-erect it only efter the area is down to grade, It
can then be utilized for possible warm storage.

e, Palmer Roads:

Snow was pushed back on the Palmer roads and ditches opened up to
allow the surface water to get away from the roadways. General maintenance
was performed wits the graders and low spots and places that showed signs of
breaking up were craveled. All roads were passaple for the entire month.

f. Glenr Fimvwayv:

Snow was noved back on the nighway and ditches were opened up to
take care of the runoff. General surface maintenance was performed ai the
entire road end it remained in fine shape during the month, Glaciers were active
and a crew was kept busy chipping ice and keeping culverts open. The river start-
ed to undercut the road at King River on the 25th, but was causnt in time to
prevent sericus cawaye. Itis “planned to extend the drum oreaxwater to prevent
a reoccurance in the future.

ge Homer Roads and Dock:

All dock materials arrived and heve been unloaded on the end of the
spit. Granmner and Perxins took soundings and heve estaolished a definite loca-
tion for the dock face, Piling ordered by the Territory were found too short
for a flotation of 23 to 25 feet as actual depths and governing tides (with storms)
had not been determined by the Territopy's representatives when the plans were
submitted, Design drawinzs gave top of deck at Dlevaticn 22.0 referred to
M.L.L.iw. Local residents warned as2inst placing tne dock deck lower tnan the
old one which was at Elevation 29.45 oecause of storms during high tides which
pile water into Kachemak Bey. We are therefore building to deck elevation of
9.25 to make piling cutoffs at 27.C. The present face of dock is planned for
-20.0 contour on basis of 15 feet penetratim for piiinz, but there is a hish
spot of -0.17 in the ocean floor at tne center of the 120 foot face of the
dock, Perhaps this is a temporary conditim which may scour out when the dock
is in. again, if we find that we cannct set 15 feet of penetretion when driving
the approach, it may be possible to move the face out to -22.0 bottom contour.
The driver has been built end is set on false vents and the hoist mounted. It
is plained to start driving the first of April with completion date estimated
at May 15.

The thaw voller and one grader has done necessary maintena@ice on tieroads and opened tre culverts.

The sast End road has been surveyed to a point 450 fect west of the
corners of Sectims 22-23-26-27. when the road is completed to this point it
will serve all the nowesteaders now leected in that area with the exception of
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of one. The mile of additionl road needed to serve this one man is not be-
lieved justified at this tice. actual work accomplished is as follovs:

LeLS
Cleared- - - - - ~ --10,000 feet

veeaaGraded- -~ -- 5,000 feet Aes ha
é

h. Russian River—Hoter Re ds: :

Maintenance was performed on the Kenai end by motor patrols and the
boiler. On the 2lst of the month the road became so soft trat it was temporarily
closed to all heavy traffic. Cold nights have subsecuently seen it being opened
for necessary traffic from midnisht until early morning vhile the frost was able
to carry the load. On the Homer and the false work for the Anchor River Bridze has
been driven and caepped and the bottom chord is in place. It is planned to set the
top chord from the river with the big crane if tne river ice holds, if not, the
bottom chord will be decked and tre Speeder will work from the deck. Roadwork
consisted of snow removal and surface maintenance with the patrol graders.

i. Dillinchen:
Winter maintenance was performed on this route during the month.

Larson was in on the 25th of the monta and reports that ne nas not succeeded in
keeping up the work started by; Betts in Feormry. He states tauat as fast as
theyplow out 4 mile of road it fills up behind them. Wow that the snow is wet tne
SnoGo will nct handle it ana tre starting motor on the D-7 is down. New parts
were shipped for it the next day but nothing firther has been received on tie
work, Plans now are to replace Larsm witn a foreman-mechanic-operstor., Wwe

have a line on several such men in tuat area amd decision wili be made when
someone gets down tiat way this summer. The ansver may be on hiring sucn a man
on year round basis. The situation there is definitely bad and apparently be-
coming worse.

je Kodiak: .

Winter maintenance and snow remcval was performed upon the Kodiak
Roads during the month. Cverhaul of equipment wds carried on s2tisfactorily.

k. Talkeetna Roads:

Mulvaney went to Talkeetna on tne 25th, unloaded the truck and D-j,
tractor and 30 barrels of fuel; crossed them on the ice and returned to Anchor-
age on the 30th. The river was opening up and the move none too early.

1. McKinley Park:

Frank Johnson replaced Chet Diess as foreman in the Park this year.
He, with one mechanic left for tne Park on the 23d. Very little snow around th
station and the freight that has been soins into the Park his been hauled and
stored. Grant Pearson, new Park Supervisor, was in and he advises that glaciers
are exceptionally bad this year, especially so up at Igloo.
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