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The following additional equipment is recommended for 1950s

1 - Freight truck, long wheel base, with stake rack and ..
hydraulically operated tail gate,

L = Snogo.-, 2-Screw.2 — Light Plants, 2: Kd. for Glenn Highway mountain caps. ~-

Survey venicles,i suburban, for survey crews on contracts, *
Pickup trucks, = ton, for inspectors on contracts and for °

maintenance replacements.
~ Mechanical Senders. (To be specified later), ~

Coupe for District Engineer, ,
1 - Water pwap, portable, 13", air cooled gs engine driven, -

' with intake tose cnd screen.

on
d

Mount McKinley Pan Roads.

For a purely c=aintenance crogram, on the same scale as in recent years,
no new equipment will be required.

On the proposed improvemont and bridze replacement prograi, the major
items would include a bean, cragline bucket, piledriver leads and a hammer
for the 208 shovel, cond a piciup truck for the foreman. Wo design data is
available on the brridges as 2 guide for ordering piledriver equigment or such
items es a concrete mixer if concrete abutments or cther conerete wore is
involved,

Sufficient tire would be available to prepare equipment and tool lists
when the progrem is «now, anc before bridge materials could be delivered on
the ground.

Tliamna Roads. . .

No new equipmant is conteaplated, It may be necessary to transport a
Del, tractor and comoressor from Homer to facilitate rock work and gravel
loadinz. The 30 gas Cat. should be. repleced with a more derencable machine
until the read isin

eee
to where the 35 gas Cat. con nandle. This is a

local problem which requires additional field investigation,

Advantage should be taken of the favorable weather in the early summer
to complete all gracing work on the section between Mile 66 and 93, includinginitial gravelling. To prevent any delay to the gravel progran, which would
thereby run in the costly rainy season, there should be a minimun of distur-
bance to the present equinpamt set-up on the Kenai Peninsula,

On hand are the following major itms of usable equipments

Sterling Hichway.
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22 Tractors (3-D7, 6-EDL4, 13~D3.)
6 Carryall Scrapers (5-12 to 14 yd, and 1-8 yd.)
5 Meteor Graders, 12 ft.
6 Di10 Tractors & wagons
3 Euclids & wagons
3 Pull graders
3 Power Shovels (2/4 yd. iW, 15=B, and 4 ya, Link-Belt. )L Draglize (14 7d. Nv)
3 Ford Dump Trucks, 3 :d,
6 International Dump Trucks, 5 yds

Any other earthnovinz or gravelling equipment cannot be considered exceptfor light maintenence wor end comp use. The Link~Belt shovel also falls intothis caterory.

It will be necessary to set up two large grading crews end three gravelcrews to attain the maximum speed and efficiency toward early completion of anall-weather road, In addition, there will be tre re~grading and crushing crewswhich will be built up as rapidly as the erusher operation warrants.
Two D-S tracters must be shizped to Cantwell for spring freighting, andpossibly one U=-6 and one De if required. As the work clears up on the

Sterling Highway, ond the Farm Road prosren clarifies, it may be possible tolove a few wore of the best D-¢'s and perhaps a carryall or two to Cantwell,
Gravel hauling equipment must be increased to meet the program, It isrecommended that future Centwell trucks be purchased for work on the SterlingHighway end shipped north when the initial gravelling is under control.

”

The following additional equinment is reconmended for 1950:

1 Freight truck, 3—4 ton, long wheelbase with stake body and \hydrauliceliy operated loading tail gate.L Truck Tractor, 4-5 ton, cab over engine, short wheelbase withdouble oscillating 5th wheel, air connectiais and controlvalve for trailer brakes, (Similar to Auto Car Hodel U7LLAT)12 Dump trucks, 5 cueyd. (to be transferredto Cantwell.)
~

1 Coupe pickup 8i Light Plant, 5 KW - AC
1 "

", 3 Kiweac

Caution should be exercised in the selection and balancing of equinmnentfor this operation. The first Season, with its heavy expenditures for canipmaterials, and start of permanent depot, coupled with purelwse of considerableservice equipment, lends itself somewhat to this plan.

Vanyveii—it1Tenearasen nignvar,
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Permafrost boundaries are not entirely clear, All indications from work
which was done, years. ago, and from explorations during the location survey
point to extensive: giacier deposits overlain with moss, light brush and small
spruce, The Location Enginecr's report states "there is plentyof gravel surfac~
ing along the route of the highway, but it will be necessary to have a screening
end crushing plant because there is a considerable amount of oversize rock in
the gravel." °

Plan of operrtions is to open up as much grading ground, well in advance,
as possible. Cnly extensive e:xwlorations will disclose how much grading ground
will be found in the first 34 miles of road now substantially lecated, It apnears
that we should be prepared to utilize all suitable borrow materials with the
idea of keeping the ~oad up above the surrounding graind to ease the snow removal
problems. In that event, the stripping crews would frequentl; revert to grading
operations to b2lance cut the overall plan of progress and the ever-presen
supply problem.

Tractor equinment is purposely, and also through linitction of funds, held
to a minimum. The sane applics to scraper equinpment until tne full story de-
velops on the ground conditions. Although shovel and truck equipment is not
plenned for the 2arly part of the season, if at all, the vehicles should be
purchased on the basis thet they are needed on tne Sterling Highway for a good
part of the suwoamer,

Two tractors, D-&, be transferred from the Kenai Peninsula for spring
freighting., Perneps other equipment can be moved up later, cased on its con-
dition end the program on the Kenai. The use of larse Athey Wagons in lieu of
pobesleds has also been considcred advisable which is a change in recortisndations
submitted under Section I, This tywe of equinamt nas proven satisfactory in
snow, andecn also be utilized for sumer freighting.

Purchase of the following major items of equipment is recommended:

Tractors with Dozers, D-S or equivalent,
Carryall Scrapers, l2-14 yd.
Athey Wasais, Stake Body, 10 ton capacity.
Grader, pull, le ft, large rubber tires.
Power shovel, 3/4 yd. with roel nucket, 60 ft.

sectiouel boom, and dragline bucket.
Are elder, 300 Amt. ces enszine driven.
Motor grader, Tandem Drive, l2 ft,
Light Plant, 25-30 KW,

rT n 2k Kw
Freight Truc, 3 ton, with hydraulically ope:cted Lift tail gate,
Tank truck, 2000 gallon with puzp.
Pickups, 7; ton, 4 wheel drive
Pickup, 3 ton, standard
Fuel Store.32 Tanks, 12,000 gallon." " Tank, 10,000 gallon.
Electric dispensing pwnp with meters,

N
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PN

P
RR

Other smell camp equipment will be requisitioned in the normal mamner,
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Bethel Airfield and Road.

Bethel must be better equinped if we are to make any headway there, or
even hold what we clready have, This has previously been discucsed under
Section I.

Recommended for purchse:

1 Dwep Truck, 3 yd. :

1 Tractor, Dei, with "Southwest" combination bucket loader
and bulldozer blade, to be supplied with mountings and
power control unit attached to tractor.

Dillinghom-Snag Point.

With a Foreman-mechanic on a year round basis, we are in position to
keep up the equipment and nrovidce satisfactory sumer and winter maintenance.
The new shop requircs sone additional equinnent to function properly.

The D7 tractor :ith straignt blade is not @ satisfactory m-schine for
maintenance and inprovenent and snould be replaced with a DS with angle blade,
It is realized tht this is only feasible if additional work is coming up or
if the D7 can be tronsferredto Haimek on the proposed road. ,

Equipment recommended:

1 D-6 Tractor with angle blade, complete with mountings and
power control unit attached,

lL Are Welding Machine, 200 Amp, air cooled, gas engine
driven, with hood, leads, electrode holder and

: ground clanos. (Lincoln
L Light Plant, 2 KI - AC, water cooled,
1 Air compressor, swall shop size, electric driven.

Kodiak, Roadse
°

The present dump trucks are old and require continuous heavy repairs.
Length of gravel haul is long and this is ome of the main maintenance opera~
tions,

Required:
2 Dump trucks, 3 yd.

Flat Roads,

The truck equinment at Flat is old and due for more heavy repairs. One
new truck is needed,
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Trap loading with dozer is a slow and costly method of obtaining road

surfacing material in this locality, especially when the area is dotted with
tailing piles frou placer workings which need only a loader to utilize them.

Heul distances are reduced and production increased,

Reomended:

10s Dump Truck, 3 yd.
1 Loader, bucket, wheel type. (Will be discussed at Conference)
1 ldght Plant, 2 KW, waver cooled gasoline engine.
1 Air compressor, shop size, electric driven.

, ‘Very truly yoursA
‘

Wn. J. neni
District Zngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for November 1949, Anchorage District, ‘ cel. ul

Anchorage, Alaska. q, apt3
icv

Ay alya Anchoraze Roads:
|
“

2 A: 47
Regular motor grader maintenance was performed on all the Ancip#—" : os

age roads during the early part of the month and were in fair condition when “U7 77

they froze up on the 9th. First snowfall, about six inches, fell on the 15th. .
Plows worked through the storm until all the reads were clear, as all indie al .

cations pointed to a much heavier fall, On November 19th temperatures rose YS\
to a high of plus fifty decrees, melting the mow and causing the roads to v :

become very slippery. Temperatures remained high until the 23rd when it .

started freezing again. Sanding was done on all the roads end the graders
were worked double shift on the 23rd to get the roads back in snape for the
expected freeze. During the warm weather, which was like a spring thaw, .

traffic rutted and dug holes in the roads, The weather turned cold on the <—
24th and remained cold for the rest of the month, freezing all. roads in ~

fair condition. A snow cover is now desirable so that running surface can
be placed in good condition for the winter,

be Palmer Hiehway:

Regular maintenance and snow removal was accomplished during the ;

month. Sanding was continued throughout the month on the pavenaent which was

slippery due to alternate freezing and thawing. Barrels containing Calcium
Chloride, ashes, and sand were spotted on the major hills anc a part time
maintenance man was employed at Chugiak, Mile 18, to take care of the early
morning sanding whenever it becomes necessary. In this manner dangerous
conditions can be quickly remedied at a point which cannot be reached rapid~
ly by maintenance crews from Anchorage or Palmer, end at minimum cost. This =

maintenance man, a summer employee, maintains a truck at his residence and
works only when required,

ce _Anchoraze Depot:

The small electrical contract on the garage was completed early
in the month, All machines are operating although the tools for the milling
machine have not yet arrived. The wire mesh for the concrete floor on the

am
(M

AS

/ mezzanine was secured and partially laid. The wrk is being done by the
garage mechanics as a fill-in job and is going rather slowly. As yet no
concrete placement has been started. The maintenance crew has been busy during

By Government Forces.
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the month jacking up the old C Street warehouse, moving everything out ofit and getting it ready to move to the new area. Overhaul and paintingof equipment is progressing very satisfactorily. Some difficulty is being
experienced with the parts inventory as many parts were jumbled up in the
move from the old area and were not properly cataloged upon arrival at the
new bins. Inventory should be completed early next month,

d. Valley Roads:

The Valley roads remained in good condition during the mnth
and the oly work accomplished on them was snow removal,

@e Mountain Roads;

_
Seven miles of snow was plowed on the mountain roads during the

month, *

£. Glenn Highway:

Maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.The crew was busy most of the month sanding roads, cleaning sluffed rock
from the roadway, cutting brush along the road to prevent drifting and .
work on glaciers. Snow wes removed from the road three times during the
month; on the first, the fifteenth and on the twenty-eighth.

Ze Homer Roads:

Work done on the Homer roads consisted of repairing the access
road to the beach at Millers Landing and spot graveiling the East End farm
road where original gravel surfacing was too light.

Ohison Mountain on the upper bench was prospected for gravel anda deposit was found near the top which is suitable for surfacing, The extentof the deposit is not known and cannot be determined until after the springthaw. Surveys will also be made to determine length of road required toreach this deposit, which would eliminate a long haul from the present gravelsource om the beach,

he Russian River~Homer Road:

Actual: work on the grading was shut down on the 2th of the month
due to wet conditions. A few days later, when freezing weather started again,carryalls were sent over the ungravelled section to make the road passablefor winter traffic and was officially opened on the 28th. The 58 foot timbertrestle bridge was completed across the Ninilchik River early in the month,

*
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4. Farm Roads:

The Sutton-Jonesville road was completed early in the month,
when additional gravel surfacing was placed by truck haul. The road is
in good condition.

The road from Kenai north to Salamata Beach, known as the North
Kenai Farm road, was cleared, stripped and graded during the month. The
road is 6.1 miles in length and terminates at Salamata Creek. Surfacing was

not attempted this late in the seasa due to the ground conditions. As the
entire area is being taken up by homesteaders the road may have to be exten=
ded in the future, The ground is high and free of swamps and appears to be

good farming land.

je Dillingham:

The roads at Dillingham are in very good condition due to grader
maintenance, Brush was pushed back on the blind corners, ditches were cleaned
out; and areas that showed signs of breaking up were resurfaced during the
month. Worl: is on a winter basis with Foreman Palmer the only employee
except when he.requires help on snow removal.

k. Kodiak:

Moter grader mintenance kept the roads at Kodiak in good condi-
tion during the month. 16 yards of gravel was hauled into bad holes which
developed on the Island Lake cut-off. Although no snow has fallen during
the month, the wind and freezing conditions caused rock slides along the
Base road which were removed with a dozer. An exceptionally high tide and
wind on the 22nd washed out 100 yards of the breakwater along Mission Road.
A dragline was moved to the area end repairs undertaken. Luckily the retain-
ing logs remained in place,

Work was started on the road to the ACS Receiver site but wet
weather forced the equipment out until next season.

le. Naknek Roads:

Survey was started on the road from Naknek Villege to the Airbase
on the Sth of the month. Arthur L. Jess, Engineer from Homer is in charge.
of the work. The first half of the survey was worked from the Village after
which the crew moved to the Airbase to complete from that end. During the
month about $ miles of the preliminary line with profile levels, bridge data
and topog was completed. Field work is expected to be completed early in
December with estimates showing the route to be approximetely 13 miles in
length, A supplementary survey of 3 miles from the Village to the mouth of
the river was also completed. This section is important in conjunction with

. the Village-Airbase survey as ships mist anchor off the mouth of the river,
and future supply route would have to extend to the beach.
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Since the survey was started, this office has been informed of
an Army Construction project that will require a road in that area, The
military planning officer was requested to present the facts to the Com-
missioner of Roads for Alaska for plamning purposes and possible cooperation.

2. By Contract.

So

Contractor did nothing on this section curing the mnth. The BPR
Engineering office was closed early in the month and all maps and gear
either stored or moved to Seward,

be

Contractor is working 2 nine hour shifts six days per
week and plans to work until about Decerber 17 when the pla is to shut
down completely, The crusher was moved from Mile 53 to the 74 mile pit and
crushing and stockpiling of base and plant mix rock started at that point.
Drilling and blasting of rock points on Long Lake Hill, Mile 88, was carried
on during the month. Some base gravel was laid during the month and that
section between Miles 48 and 67 is now complete except for Miles 51 and 53
where the subgrade is frozen and it beceme inadvisable to place crushed
material. Contract is approximately 25% complete,

Engineering crews have been reduced to 9 men who are handling
the present work, both office and field.

ce Glenn Highway Be2:

The Ieline and bench levels have been completed on this section
and the crews are now working on the Xesection and profile levels, Antici-
pated completion date of all field work,including material deposits, is
December 206

C.

Exterior of both houses were completed except for the final coat
of paint on entry stairs, doors and window trim, Interior wall board com-
pleted, finish floors installed, kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing instal-
led in both apartments and linoleum fleorand bathroom fixtures installed
in Apartment No. l.

3 Weather:

The month was quite unusual for this time of the year, On the 3d
rainfall began in the moming and continued all day melting what little snow

_
was on the ground. On the 5th more rain fell and the temperatures were low
enough to cause freezing as it hit causing an extremly hazardous condition
on all roads, Weather continued cold wntil the 18th but on the 19th a chinook
wind raised temperatures a round Anchorage to plus 50 degrees and kept them

denn nienway, section As

GLENN HLenway, Section BbeLs

aAncnorage Apartment Houses:
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above freezing until the 23rd, On the night of the 23rd the weather turned
cold and remained cold for the rest of the mmth,

4 Miscellaneous:

Harry 0. White, Master Mechanic, left for vacation to the States
on the lst. 0. B. Peterson, District Mechanic, anc L. A. Hatchett, Assistant
District Engineer, made an inspection trip to Nalmek and Dizlingham on the 3th,
returning to Anchorege on the 14th.

Wm, J. Niemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the
-Kenai-—Homer road on the 2lst, returning to Anchorege on the 23rd.

High tides of 35 feet, backed up by strong wind on the night of
November 21, piled drift on the Asphalt Dock Line and broke two pipe hangers
and jarred the pipe loose from three more, Repairs were effected immediately .

and it is believed that no permanent damage resulted. The line must be
tested in the Spring.

Arrangements were made during the month with the Army to procure
their surplus power plant ashes for road sanding. Approxinctely 150 yards
were hauled and stockpiled in the yard, The crusher hopper was erected and
is being used for drying sanding materials, as well as providinga2 rapid
method of Loading trucks in emergencies,

Very trulyJIL M

LoJe Niemi
District Engineer

yeoir
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SUBJECT; Monthly situation report for October 1949, Anchorage District,
Anchorage, Alaska,L

a Anchorage Roads:

Patrol maintenance kept the Anchorage roads in fair condition
during the month. ‘ork of redecking Ship Creek bridge in the Railroad yards
was completed on the 17th of the month, Some surfacing was placed at the
approaches of the bridge. Nreweed Lane in Spenard area was spot graveled
where surfacing showed signs of being inadequate. Some gravel wag also
placed on EFQD road where the surface was breaking up. Culverts wers cleaned
out on all the roads and marker stakes were erected for locating culverts in
the Spring. Plans to level up the worn Ship Creek Bridge decking with asphalt
mix have been delayed until next spring due to inclement weather,

b. Anchorage-Palmer Hishway:
.

a
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IG
E

a?
anvie 2

te Kien

Culverts were cleaned out on the route and end markers erected.
Three side ditches were dug, two through section 16 south of Mt. View, and
the other across 1100 feet of open field north of Merrill Airport. During the
past few years we have been troubled with lack of drainage at both places and
have had numerous complaints from residents and business establishments, Late
in the month a 2 inch snowfall, followed by thawing weather, caused slipperyconditions which required sanding on all hills and on the Knik River bridge.

Cc. Anchorage Depot:

Due to unavailability of materials work on the electrical fixtures
was not completed during the month and a two weeks extension was necessary for
the contractor to finish the work, Work done by our own forces consisted of
installing heating units in the machine shop and installing 200 ft. of drain
culvert in the yard to take care of water from Fifth Avenue. Overhaul and
painting of equipment is progressing very satisfactorily,

a, Valley Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance during the month
on all the Valley roads. Snow fences were set wo, and all culverts were
cleaned out and staked. New decking and running plank was placed on SpringCreek Bridge.

cof t
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By Government Forces:
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e. Mountain Roads:
|

Motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain roads
during the month.

f. Glenn Highway:

Vigdahis returned from their trip outside over the Highway and
were reestablished in the Mile €8 camp. The maintenance crew was cut to
three men with Archie Stadler the only man at 115 mile, Motor patrol] mainten-
ance was performed during the month, culverts were cleaned out, sluffed rock
was cleared from the road and icy hills were sanded. Snow fall late in the
month was removed from the roadway with the motor graders. New running plank
was laid down on the ckaloon Bridge.

& Homer Roads:

Maintenance was kept to a minimum on the Homer roads during the
month with motor patrols working the surface only when absolutely necessary
to prevent the road from becoming too rough, Some gravel was placed where

surface showed signs of going to pieces.

h. Russian River-~Homer Roed:

Giles Lighterage Service was awarded a contract to haul bridge
lumber by boat from Kenai to the bridge sites at Deep Creek and Ninilchik due
to muddy condition of the ungravelled road. ‘The 80 foot trestle bridge across
Deep Creek was driven and lacics only the guard and hand rails for cowoletion.
Driving was started for the Ninilchik River crossing and the bridge should be
completed early in November. Grading on the Kenai end is going forward very
slowly due to inclement weather but every attemt is being made to get in the
dreinage so the road will dry out and be ready for grading early next summer

and. also to make it passable after the freeze-up.

At Homer grading crews are working gravel hills and even though
the weather was wet during the month, work was not materially slowed down.
That wet section south of Happy Valley was graded and ditched, work being
done tetween rainy periods.

4. Farm Roads:

Work was completed on the Jonesvilie-Sutton road on the 17th of
the month, and the road was opened for traffic. ‘The bridge across Eska Creek
was finished early in the month. Clearing of 8 acres of land for Mr. Halstead
at Sutton was also accomplished per our agreement for the cleared land that
our right-of-way took from his homestead. Camp at Sutton was closed down and
the equipment was hauled to Anchorage for repair, overhaul, and storage for
the winter. The gravel crew from the Knik road will work a week or ten days
gurfacing the Jonesville road with finer surfacing material.

Upon completion of the Jonesvile-Sutton road one HD-19 was moved
to Caribou Creek and constructed one half mile of road for the settlers below
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the highway. The work went very well with#asof the trouble anticipated as the
hillside was dry and no sluffing occurred, Actual working time for the tractor
was only two days. This road takes off the highway just north of the Caribou
Creek Bridge and eliminates the old entrance about one quarter way up the hill
which was always plugged by ous snow removal operations, and which Ben Hitchcock
wrote mumerous letters about.

The South Kasilof road was completed during the month, Gravel was
hauled by carryalls on those sections that were not constructed from gravel hilis,
making an all-weather road of the entire 7 miles. Some regracung remains to be
done next year and spots must be regraveled after settlement.

At Homer, gravel was hauled from the Spit to the new East Ind extension
to provide an all-weather road.

Johns Road on the Anchorage~Seward road was lengthened for 0.5 miles
to take care of homesteaders in that area.

Blueberry Road and Sylvan Way were graded and graveled to take care of
the school bus travel that will be on these roads upon the completion of the new

Spenard Schoo, ‘The school is in the loop formed by Fireweed Lane, Spenard Road,
Blueberry Road ond Sylvan Way and faces on Blueberry Road.

KENI road was built by settlers and the owners of radio Station KaNI,
but was never graded up or graveled., All the ground along the road has now been -

taken uo, Due to the roads importance to the entire community, it was deemed
—

=
advisable to take it up as a farm road and to gravel it.

The two loops in the Mountain View area, which fall under cur minten-
ance, were gravelled, These roads were practically impassable last spring.

j. No report received from Dillingham yet. As yet no adverse reports
heve reached this office as to the work since our change of foreman. FHatchett
and Peterson plan a trip to Hristo] Bay area early in November.

x, Bethel:

The extension from the end of the slough bridge was completed during
the month. Some work has been done on the trucks getting them ready for next
years operations.

1. Xoddak:

Paul Stover returned from the Park-early in the month and went to
Kodiak for the winter, Hie brother, who had been handling our work, took leave
and went outside, He is expected back early in November and will return to Kodiak
as a maintenance mn, Niemi made an inspection trip to Kodiak late in the month

and at that time work was started on a short piece of road leading to the ACS
transmitter site, Trouble is still being encountered in the person of
Mes. Kachweith who claims to control the road to the nearest available gravel at
the head of Mill Bay,
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m, ‘akotna and Flat Roads:

Work on the Flat City roads was suspended on the 2nd of the
month, The roads were left in good condition.

Crew at Takotna was reduced to two men. No work was done on the
roads during the month. The garage was completed and work was sterted on
overhaul of equipment, .

nm, McKinley Park:

- On October 21, two men were sent from Anchorage to the Park to
grade an area around Fark Headquarters and to dig a basement for the erection
of a new building, Work was completed and the men returned to Anchorege on
the 25th,

2. By Contract,

a Glen Highway, Section A,

Paving has been completed from Palmer to Mile 18 for a total of
30 miles, Paving operations were suspended early in the month due to severe
weather conditions, The remainder of the month was spent in finishing the
grading andlaying a base course of crush gravel on the remainder of the roadway.
Graveling operations were completed on the 29th and at that time the entire
section was turned back to the ARC for winter maintenance.

0. Glenn Eichway, Bl,
Work on the Glenn B-l section of the highway has been satisfactory

during the month, The contrector has carried his rough grading operations to
completion from Palmer to the King River Bridge with the exception of some
heavy dirt moving remaining at Moose Creek hill. Crushed base course has beenlaid down on the flats between Sutton and King River,

Engineering is keeping ahead of the contractor's work although
our crews have been cut down somewhat due to men returning to school.

c. Glenn Hichway, Be2.

Engineering on this section is moving along with 80% of the
Leline staked and 504 of the Profile levels completed. Expected completion
date is early December,

d. Anchorage Amrtment Houses:

The contractor's work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory
during the month with the construction ahead of schedule, .Chimeys and
insulation were completed in both buildings, heat was installed with the exe
ception of finishing the ducts, roofing was laid, all siding was put up, and

~cutside painting was started. Inside finish is nearly completed in Apartment
No. 1 and bas been started in No, 2, ,

L
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Force account work at the site consisted of smoothing up the
backfilled area, and covering oil storage tanks. Although some work remains
to be done at the site it mat wait until the contractor removes bis’ scaffolding
and cleans up the area.

3- Neather:
Wirst snow of the season fell on the evening of October 4, after

raining allday. That nite saw the first frost of the year. Snow fell again
on the 14th and on the 20th, Very little freezing weather was experienced
during the month but rain fell intermittantly during the entire month. On

Friday Cctober 2lst an earthquake tremor shook Anchorage at 11:25 AM. Althougs
quite pronounced it was very short and no damage was done.

.

4, Miscellaneous:

Niemi accompanied by Kenneth Goodson made an inspection tour of
“the Kenai area on October 4 arriving back in Anchorage on the 7th.

Two snow removal meetings were held in the District during the
month: One at Palmer on the evening of Cctober 10 and one in Spenard on

October 21, Factual data end general inforration gathered from interested
parties was the subject of a spparate report.

The Anchorege Asphalt Plant was shut down and all lines drained
for the season on Cctober 12,

Charles E, Abbott, Construction Engineer, went on leave the 12th
and returned to work on the 18th.

An Army wrecker ran one of our snowplow trucks off the road on the
|

2ist. The wrecker did not stop and although our truck turned over it was not

damaged seriously.
Niemi made an inspection tour of Kodiak roads on the 26th returning

to Anchorage on the 27th. ,

Mr. Barry Johnson was released from service with the ARC during
the month due to his teling a suburban Chevrolet truck for his own convenience
ene Sunday. The truck was run off the road and overturned with about $700

dollars worth of resulting damage.

A. H, Domschot, SP-7, Inspector on Glenn B-l, ran Alaska Road

Commission pickup #1085 into a contractor's truck on the Falmer Road. The

pickup skidded on an icy bridge and hit the truck which was waiting at the
other end. ‘The front axle of the pickup was bent, and no appreciable damage

to contractor's vehicle.

aim YOUrS y/\ ;

Yi buck WNe
Wm, J, NieintDistrict Ingineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress ‘report for September 1949, Anchorage District,Anchora;e, Alaska,

1. By Government Forces.

ae Anchoraze Roads: ’
pp

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept ali, the Anchorage
reads in good condition curing the month, Late in the month the bridge
crew started work a the lower Ship Creek bridge. It was planned to re-
place oly the running plank but upon investigation both the running plenk
and deck proved to be worn out. Present plans are to replace the decking
with available 3 inch vlank and cover it with asphalt macadam as soon as
possible, probably next spring. ‘Work will be carried on at night because
of the heavy traffic during the daylight hours.

be Potter Road: .

Gravelling and regrading of the Potter road was completed this
month and the camp shut down on the 17th, Maintenance with the motor gra- —

der completed the work and left the road in good condition, Sections of
the road threush the numerous swamps already show sone sigs of settlemert
and may have to be brought up to grade aheed of crusned rock surfacing, if-
and when this is done. Culverts were placed at access read approaches and
,the Campbell Creek elepnant hut crossing was riprapped with heavy rock to
prevent washing.

Co Smnienlieneeeiiieniere: ‘

. Maintenance during the month by the contractor continued lax and
the road between Anchorase and Mountain View became so rough and rutted that
Alaska Road Comaission eyuipment was put on it for one and me half days in
the middle of the mmth to keep it passable for passenger cars, The Bailey
bridge was moved from Goat Creek to Ship Creek wnere it was erected dow
stream from the old crossing. ‘The old bridge was torn out ana a new structure
200 feet long constructed. This bridse was backfilled ani opened for traffic
on the 26th of the month. The new bridge was painted highway yellow and \

reflectors installed on the approach guard rails, Bolts ami bolt heads on tle
Eagle River bridge were wire brushed and painted, and those bolts that were oUN
Left out during construction were put in and all bolts tightened.

Bolts were
also tightened on the nnik River Eridge. .

Ancnoragéerolmer llenway
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Qe. Anchoraze Denot:

Qne drainage culvert was installed between the garage and
house over the water line and work was started on completion of the quonset ,
hut. A contract was awarded Pionser Electric for installation of electri-
eal wiring in the garase for operation of latie, milling machine, overhead
crane, Lighting fixtures and

elevator. ilork is to be completed during the
month of October. .

4

@e Vallev Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance dwing the month on
all the Valley roads. One 3€" culvert was installed on 75-L to replace an
old log bridge and 105 yards of sravel was hauled for the fill. Two neces-
sary culverts were instalied on Edlund road, Clark road was spot gravelled
where the surface had gone to pieces,

f. Mownteain Roads: '

Necessary motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain
reads during the math. Roads were flagged with poles for winter snow re~
moval,

g Glenn Highway: ; .

That section of Glenn Bel from Palmer to Kings River, Mile 67,
was turned over to tne contractor for maintenance and our crew at €¢ Mile
was cut .dowm to two

nen.
The camp is also handling the Glenn Bel engsneerson tiat end of the work. At Nile 115 we have one maintenance man with a

grader. The engineering forces for Clenn 2-2 are headquartered at Mile 115
camp, The road was maintained in good conditim curing the month.

h. Homer Roads:

Ditches on all the East road and the worst sections of the Hill
road were cleaned out andall culverts have been cleaned and staked on all the
local roads. The maintenance crew was laid off late in the month to remain
off until winter cogditions warrant their rehire.

i. Russian River-Homer Road:

Lumber ordered early in the seasm finally arrived at Seward end
has been hauled over the road to Kenai, With old timbers on hand we have
enough material to complete bridges at both Ninilchil River and Deep Creek,
Plans are to contract the Lighterage of tne lumber from Kenai down Cook
Inlet to the bridge sites rather than try to move it overland over 15 miles
of ungraded road, Piling for both bridges will start about October 15 with
completion in acowt one month, Stripping between Homer and Kenai was com-
pieted early in the month but grading is going very slowly due to almost con~
tinuous rains, Crews hive seen reduced to a minimum andall gravelling shut
down for the seasm, All efforts are being concentrated on drainage and

=e
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working dow dry cuts. Regrading vill be necessary before gravel surfac-
ing next spring, but a passable road will be available for use after the
freezeup, At Homer a gravel pit has been ‘secured from ir. Crosby a home~
steader, The pit has been stripped but due to wet weather late in the month
the gravel crew was laid off before any mterials could be taken for the road.

The Gruendler crusher was put in operation early in the month for
an extended test but after several days operation the gears in gear boxes wore
out due to lack of lubricants. This has been discussed in previow corres~
pondence, and replacenent will be made br the suprilier of the machine due
to inadequate design for proper applicant of lubricants.

.j. Farm Roads:

Work on the. Pittman Road was carried tarough to completion earlyin the month. Grading went very well, and that portion of the road that
was not built on gravel was

grevenee
with the carryalls, The first section

of this road, which was mercly stripped last season, was
graded and ditched,

As this was all gravel base very little work ves needed to m a good road
out of it. Moter graders finished the ditches and grade otterrough grading
was done with the cats anda

carryalls.
The dozer-blade wiath road from Pitt-

man to Big Lake, approminetely83 miles in Length, is passable to passengerears and it is planned to send agrader down the road to the lake when one
is available in that area, ‘

Bruhn's grading crew moved from the Pittman Read with their equip-
ment and started work on ihe Jonesville-iska Mine Road early in the month.
The old camp at Sutton was placed into operatim, with equipment working on
the road from bot. the Sutton and the Jonesville ends. Although the. work
consisted of saie heavy cuts ard fills, haul distances were very short and
in most instances the work could be done with the dozers. The route is the
most part in gravel. except for about one half mile in the flats bordering
Eska Creek, Some difficulty was experienced in getting a right-of-way for
a railroad crossing fron She Alaske Railroad on the steep grades of this
spur railroad but a satisfactory locction was agreed-upon, Our zorces will
have to keep the

oe
clean of snow during the winter months. The new

route is aporoxinately 3 5 ialles in lmgth and eliminates all the steepgrades and blind curves ss the old route. Completion is expected in late
October,

At Kasilof work was started on the South Kasilof Road early in the
month,‘ Four tractors and two graders have done most of the work on this road
which will be approximately seven miles long in good to excellentzround.Actual work accomplished tiis uionth on the route is 4 miles cleared and strip-=
ped with 2 miles graded and 1 isile surfaced,

Wasille-WarkWork has started on gravelling the remaining 10 miles af the, roadguring the last week of the month. The one half yard truck mounted zZay City
shovel has moved from Anchorage to this job, together with the new Ford
trucks. Ralph Dye, local foreman, is handling the work with the crew of
drivers from Palmer. Work is progressing very satisfactorily ami should be
dompleted dauring October,

. ob
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ke Dillingham:

Crew at Dillingham is dowm to one man, Foreman-mechanic 5, R.
Palmer. Work on the roads consisted of grader maintenance and spot gravel-
ling. On those days nen it was impossible to do rocd work, due to weather,
completion of the shop is the alternative. Insulation of the building was

completed during the month and parts bins and storage racks started. Minor
repairs were mde on the. Snogo in anticipation of the winter season, It
4s planned to buila a Y-type plow for the dozer out of old boiler plate
available from the canneries to take care of heavy drifting where the Snogo
is unable to handle removal alone and in case of a breakdown. It appears
that we have the right wan on the job at Dillingham, and complaints should
decrease,

1. Bethel:

Work at Bethel this month consisted of filling ruts in the center
of the airfield with sand wnich resulted from runoff this spring md during
subsequent rainstorms during the sumer,

A local contribution of 3300 was made for building an extension
from the end of the slough bridge to two stores a distance of approximutely
200 yards. This work was started during the ronth.

Me Kodiak:

Maintenance with motor patrols kept the Kodiak roads in good con-
dition during the month. Sone ditching and spot gravelling was dme on
Mission Bay road and the Base road was kept dlean of sluff and falling rock.

n, Tattotna end Flat Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed on all the road at botn Flat and
Takotna and the crew reduced to 3 men on the 15th. The latter part of the
month Takotne crew worked on the house and gerage, getting them ready for
winter, Plens are now to complete the interior of the garage and rove in
curing October, ready for spring overhaul.°

Oo. McKinley Park:

On the lst of September the crew was cut down to 5 men and over-
haul and repair work was started, Som gravel was hauled into the shop area
ami the equipment perking strip was moved back frou the airfield, Equipment
repair for the month includes mowiting thaw boiler on Truck 72105 and painting
poth boiler end truck, minor overhaul of D8, repair to: both maintainers,
repair to welder and miscellaneous repairs on the 5 Chevrolet Dump truc«s,

Sable Pass closed on the 29th of the month. Inventory was comple-
ted on the 29th and the crew returned to Anchorage on the 30th.

“t-
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2. By Contract: .
,

@. Glenn Hiehway Sec “ion A:
.

Paving has been com leted from Palmer to Spring Creek with one
Jane being comnleted almost to Chugiak, of approximetely 28 miles of
‘paving. Rough grading is alrost complete with the contractor now reworking
the Eagle River cuts. Their crusher is set up in the pit at Fort Riciardsm
producing plant mix aggregate, Work of preparing the subgrade for crushed
base is getting under way. Present plans cali for moving the hot plant earlyin October to the

Honunent pit in Fort Richardson. Final paving will be made
from this setup,

be. Glem Highway Bel:

Work on the Glen Bel section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month from our stondpoint, although the rock work has been slow
through lack of sufficient equipmmt. Additdorml equipment ma now been
moved in and the work is picking up, The contractor is now maintaining 22
miles of the Glenn Highway

during
cons tru tion,

Engineering is roving along very well withthe work keeping well
ahead of the contractor's operatios,.

Ce Glenn Hi phvay B-2:

Engineeri.g on this section is progressing feizly well sth 43%
of the center line being completed,C

Contractors work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory duringthe month. Block partitions in the basement were finished, all framing or
both buildings was complete, plumbing and wiring was roughed in in one build-
ing and roofing was started on tle second building,

Force account work at the site completed during the month consisted
of excavating both sewer and water trenches, laying both"Lines and backfil-
ling, installing one .anhole complete with cover, placing oil storage tans
for al apartments and backfilling the area around the apartuent besenents
with select gravel borrow.

a

ANCNOTAZS ANAYURENT Nousess



e
*

Taylor - Juneau - Oct. 10, 1949 Page 6.

3. Weather.
‘

Exceedingly wet weather during the first week of the math hampered
field work considerably. The remainder of the month has been fair for con-
struction but plagued with intermittent rains which kept the ground soaked
up. No freezing.weather, however, which is unusual for Septerber,

4, Miscellaneous:

Harold Miller arrived on the 3rd from Cantwell having remained later
than his crew to complete inventory and to store supplies for the, winter.
He is working on notes and maps at Anchorage.

Hatchett made a reconnaissance of a possible route dow the East side
of the Nenana River between Cantwell ami NcKinley Parx,. Also a route over
Carlo Pass on the West side. A complete report will follow,

Niemi accompanied Assistant Interior Secretary Wm. Warne on a flight
down the route of the old Cooper River Railmad to Cordova. The flight
plan wes reversed ct the last minute due to weather, leaving D.B.Stewart at
Cordova to meet the plene after completion of the Plight instead of accompany-
ing Secretary Warne. ‘

Very truly yourg,/\ALAA \

. : Wa. J. Nieni .

‘ District éngineer
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SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for Aug. 1949, Anchorage District, Anchorage,
. Alaska.

Lo ob
a Anchoraze Roads: 7

. Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month. Some roads at Mountain View were graveled by
interested parties and at the same time spot gravelling was also done on the
main loop which we maintain.

Numerous requests are being received for the installation of driveway
culverts on the Spenard Roads. Many of these are on the main road and we are
recommending that the people concerned bridge the ditch rather than install an

ensive culvert which must necessarily be torn out next year when the main
road is regraded and paved,

be Potter Road:

Early in the month the grading crew finished earth movement on the
Potter Road and Foreman Bruhn's crew was moved out to the Matanuska Valley to
work on new farm roads, 5d Veeck returned from Dillingham and the gravel crew
was turned over to him to continue widening and bringing up to grade both
Potter and Sand Lake farm road, About one mile remains to be brought up to
grade across swampy ground on the Potter read and some widening of fill on the
Sana Lake farm road. Both should be complete in late September, Grader main-
tenance over the route kept it in fine condition during the month. People of
Anchorage are developing the habit of driving to Potter, and the road carries
heavy Sunday traffic,

Co Aniiieseeniienime
Maintenance during the entire month wus performed by the contractor

on the job and although the road became rough at times it was at no time im-
passable, The Goat Creek bridge was completed during the’ month and traffic
routed over it on the 16th. Trouble was experienced in getting decking as it
was the lust item of bridge lumber received, not arriving in Anchorage until
the 13th. As it worked out, however, Knik Glacier did not break until the 14th
pnd water did not cover our Bailey Bridge detour until the lsth, after the
new bridge was open, After the waters receded the Bailey was taken up and
removed to Ship Creek where it will be erected as a detour diring replaceuientof the old bridge at that point of the Anchorage~Palmer Highways
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The Matanuska River Bridge was redecked while the crew was waiting for

the decking for Goat Creek to arrive. Running plank and wheelguard were ree
moved and new planking was Laid longitudinally for the full width of the deck
before replacing the wheelguard. Repairs were made on the south portal of the
Knik River bridge,

d, ‘Anchoraze Depot:

Work around the depot this month donsisted of erecting one quonset hut
on the platform built last month, laying the foundation for another and hauling
+opsoil into the yard between ths garage and warehouse. This last was raked
dowm and leveled off. It is rot planned to complete this project until next
spring, when more funds will be available. Storage racks were built in the ware~
house and the moving of parts and non-perisnables into the quonset was sterted,
Missing elevator parts for the garage finally arrived. One of the guide rails
was two inches too narrow and a plece had to be scabbed on for the full length
to make it useable. ‘

e, Valley Roads:

Other than grader maintenance on the main travelled roads very little
work was done in the valley this month, Three miles of brush were dozed off
the sides of the Palmer-Matenuska road and 3/4 of a mile of fence erected where
the plows tore it dowm Last winter. Barbed wire was furnished two farners who
put up their own fences whici: we tore down lest winter. In the future we do
not plan to furnish any more wire or labor for fences damaged by snow removal.
Farmers have been requested to move all fences back to give us a sixty foot
right-of-way — otherwise winter snow removal, may not be possible without damage
to fences,

ff, Mountein Roads:

Only necessary maintenance wes performed on the Mountain Roads during the
month, :

ge Glenn Highway: ,

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good condition
during the month. Late in the month the Vigdahls from Camp &3 mile went on leave
and Foreman Stadler moved down from 115 mile to take over the maintonance on the
entire route. Hrs. Stadler is doing tie cooking for the maintenance crew and also the
engineering crews on the upper end of Section Glem B~l,

h. Homer Roads:

Regular maintenance was verformed during the month with motor patrols.
Soft spots in the completed section of the East End mad were filled with gravel
and the hill road was reditched wnere slutfing had occurred during the rains.
The roads remained in good condition all curing the month.

i. Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road ‘in good
wee
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shape, Fine weather during most of the month aided grading and that part which
had to be left last month due to mid wus graded up and ditched ready for gravel~
ling. Stripping was advanced 1/4 mile beyond the Ninilchik River, The river
was dovm and the equipment was forded easily. ‘Work continued very satisfactorily
uitil the last few days of the month when steady rains turned the ground into a

quagmire, slowing operations almost to a standstill. The Deep Creek River cros=-

sing was investigated by Niemi and Soberg together with the engineer and a more

suitable crossing was located upriver from the original one. Although the change
will entail several huncred feet more of construction it will eliminate heavy '

fills in overflow flats and possible future bank protection. Construction costs -
should be less, with no appreciable disadvantage in grade and alignment. After
a study of both the Ninilchik and Deep Creek crossings it was deciced to bridge
both streams instead of attempting to use elephant huts as suggested. Both streams
will require 100 feet of pile driven trestle, with a.l00 foot steel span to event~

ually replace trestle on Deep Creek.

Gruendler crusher representatives and mechanics flew to Kenai early in
the month with repair parts for the crusher, The machine was extensively altered
with many of the v-belt drives being replaced with gear boxes and chain drives.
Repairs were effected too late in the season to warrant setting up a camp and

putting the machine in operation. Test runs were made, however, anc it is felt
the machine should be put on full scale operation for a period of about a month

before any reports can be made on it. ,

On the Horer end, the work has been going somewhat slower thai at Kenai
due to the fect that some of the equirment was kept busy on farm roac construc~
tion. Gravel crews moved ahead to Starisxy during tne month, A pit was located
ahead of Starisicy Creek and negotiations are in progress to get five acres from
the honesteader concerned. Stripping is beyond Happy Valley, wita five miles
remaining to join with the Kenai end,

j. Farm Roads:
On 98 East End road at Homer 0.1 miles of road was graded and 2,0 miles

were gravelled curing the month, All soft spots on the road were covered and
the gracing is now finished vor the year. All the homesteaders in thisarea are
taken care of with the exception of one homestead that would need an additional
2 miles of read. Tunis road is not believed justifiable until more of the inter-
vening land is taken up.
‘ The East Hill Road at Homer was extended 1.6 miles to take care of addi~
tional homesteaders in that area. Gracing was completed but no attempt was

made to gravel this road due to long haul from the Homer spit.

The Anchor Point Road was completely gravelled. ‘The graded surface became

impassable under the increased traffic which a new road invariable attracts.

Location survey fas been completed on the access road down the south bank
of the Kasilof River. It is believed further study,and some improvement in the
located line, will be necessary before construction of this road begins in late
September,
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On the Sand Leke Road, trucks worked from the Welis pit on the Potter
Road to finish gravel fills over the swampy sections, One carryall and cat were
used early in the month to cut down several of sand and gravel hills on this
route. ‘The road was connected about the 15th of the month when the trucks
moved onto the Potter Road to augment our equipment there, Altogether 3.5 miles
of road have been completed with an all weather gravel surface. It is believed
that more work will be necessary next month after present fills settle across
the swamps. :

°
The Airport Heights Road, 1.5 miles in length, was built with oe dozer

end one carryall and cat in 4 actual working cays during the month. Motor graders
followed with ditches. Soil mterial was removed to gravel, thereby eliminating
necessity for surfacing. This road, besides giving an access road to the people
in the area, was needed by the ARC as an access from the Spenard area to our grevel
pit located in the scfiool section at the end of Merrill Field. A small timber
trestle bridge was built across Chester Creek and approach fille were pushed out
with the dozer.

During the good weather, the work on the Schrok Road was carried through
to completion for the season, Although all the people in the vicinity are taken
care of, there seems to be an influx of setilers in area and a reasonable
assumption is thet we will be called on to extend this roud in the future.

Equipment was moved from the Shrock Road to the Davis Road or Route 35-J.
Three families that have mde a full-tine effort to farmthe land have no access
road and consequently lost most of tueir produce last year through their inabili-
ty to get it to market. This project was promised for last season bub was overe
Looked in 1949 plans. ‘or wes started late in the month on a road for them anc
should be completed earl; in September, Length of road to be constructed is ap-
proximately one mile anc the settlers are assisting in cmstruction.

Work was strrted on the Pittman Road early in the month. Ray Bruhn's
grading crew moved from the Potter Road with grading equipment to ao the work.
During the early part of the month, work progressed so satisfactorily that it
was decided to continue on to Pittman, Jack VanZanten and his crew worked both
on location and construction on this pm ject. Sections of swampy ground encoun~
tered along the route proved to have sound gravel bottoms and did not slow the
work materially. A standard width gravelled surface road has been completed to
within one mile of the Pittman Statio. Numerous settlers at Big Lake requested
that the road be extended to the lake, Lack of funds and other priority jobs
made this impossible; however one tractor worked 3 days filling swampy ground on
the Ll mile route so the old road is passable to truck traffic. Homesteaders con-
cerned paid all operating expenses with the tractor being donated free of rental
by the Commission.

Surveys were started on the Suttm-—Jonesville Road. Present plans are to
follow up the east side of the ARR tracks,staying outside of their right-of-way,
cross the tracks approximately me mile from Sutton and continue on the west side
of the tracks, Grading crews will be moving into the Sutton Camp early in
September.

whyn
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k. Dillingham;

Ed Ueeck reported back to the Anchorage Office on the lst of the
month. Work was turned over to Mr.Ernest R. Palmer, of Dillingham,and the
quonset type shop hus been completed, Other work consisted of ditching and
maintenance with the motor patrol.

1. Bethel:

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sami to patch up the road where
it showed signs of going to pieces. Our foreman, Mr. Marsh, reconmends that
we plan on cribbing the approacnes of the slough bridge with le-s which could
be obtained locally. This will be investigated when someone gets down that
way and recommendations made in future programs.

Kodiak:

The only report received from Kodiak for the month was given verbal-
ly from a Captain Bucy, ACS Station Chief from Xodiak. He stated that Stover
was doing a fine job and the roads are in excellent condition.

n. ‘Takotna and Flat Roads:

Ditching and improverient of the road between Candle Hill and the land-
ing was continued. Additional gravel was placed at the landing. Routine main-
tenance was performed on all Flat roads and a powder house 4x4x5 was built during
the month.

Oo. McKinley Park:

Work during the month consisted of filling washes and sags in Miles
58, 59, 69, 72, 75 and 79. Bridge appreacnes were raised at Miles 87.8, 41.7 and
42 miles. Necessary bridge repairs during the month were as follows:

Mile 1.8 decking and running plank at approaches
Mile 3.5 repaired abutments

. Mile 12,8 decicing and running plank renewed
~

Mile 16.6 repaired abutments
Mile 19,5 and 19.6 running plank and railings replaced
Mile 20.4 decking and running plank renewed
Mile 30.9 running plank replaced
Mile 41.7 repaired abutments
Mile 43.2 piling braced and repaired
Mile 60.8 replaced one bent and abutment braces
Mile 87.8 replaced approach decking and running plank

.

Two culverts were extended to take care of shoulder washing, one at
mile 46 and the other at 13, Brush was cut along the road in miles 1 amd 2, and
all streams and wash channels cleaned and re-ditched,

Early in the month about 3 inches of snow fell at Camp Eilson but it
melted soon after it hit the ground,

~5=
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A cmtract for supplying Miller's survey party by air from

Anchorage was awarded early in the month and first flight made August 3, land-

ing at a small field built by survey dozer. On the 24th Niemi flew in but was

wnable to land due to failure to cut brush on the end of the fleld which was

requested by the pilot on the previous flight. Purpose ef the flight was to

look over the route end also to pull in the survey crew which wus bogging down

due to constant trouble with tractor equipment, long supply lines, and poor
commnicetions. Thirty miles of location was also deemed sufficient ahead of
construction, since the route has been definitely determined to the Susitna
Crossings

Personnel from this crew, together with badly neeced survey instru-
ments, were moved to Section Glenn B-2 at the end of the month, Niller is
expected down in a few days after storing supplies at Cantwell and taking in-
ventory.

de Talkeetna:

Work at Talkeetna consisted of routine maintenance with gvevel
trucks and maintainers. Niemi made an inspection tour of the work on the 24th
and at that time it was decided to shut down the work the ist of September.
Mulvaney will take over the job of maintenance man at 115 mile camp, Glenn

Highway, and Mrs. Muivaney as cook. for the survey party on Glenn Bee now

working from that camp.

re Anchoraze Asohalt Plant:

A scale repair man was borrowed from the ARR to check the scales
both at Anchoraze and at Valdez. He was taken to Valdez on the ljth and was

back to work on the Anchoraze scales on the 17th, Tests proved that ow scales
were badly out of adjustment and upon raising the deck it was found tnat one

of the pivot points was broken, No replacements were on hend so one was mace

from some stock that was available fran the ARR. Upon Mr. Erwin's suggestions,
a complete set of pivots were ordered to be carried in stock at Anchorage. The

parts will fit both sets of scales and in case of another breakdown can be in-
stalled imnediztely. It was believed that the scales breakdown was due to the
trucks running over the corner when pulling out. A piling wes set at the cor-

ner of the pit to remedy this, The pit approach, which was soft aml filled with
large rock was also dug out and replaced with select gravel.

Work is still being carried on by the operators in painting the pipe
‘ines with a water proofing compound, Almost daily deliveries of asphalt are

being made to contractor on Section Glenn A,

2. BY CONTRACT

a. Glenn Highway, Section As

Paving has been completed on that section of the highway between

Palmer and one half mile South of Knik Bridge. The asphalt plant was moved

wnbem

McKinley Park-Susitna- Rivet surveys
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down to mile and the Eklutna flats have been paved for about 4 miles, The
contractor's plans are to do only such paving as is ready in the vicinity of
the present plant set-up, and get the crushed buse course dom on the rest of
the road and leave it until spring. The crusher was moved to the Merrill Field
pit late in the month anc it is the contractor's plans to lay crush from the
City limits towards Chugiak. Although the road is in better condition than
during previous month, it still is rough over the first 15 miles from Anchorage.
An inadequacy of road construction and slow signs is also very noticeable all
through the contract, Progress estimates show the work as being 55% complete.

b, Glenn Hishway, Bol:

Work on this section of the highway is moving along satisfactorily,
the operatios being concentrated between Palmer and Sutton. Some rock dril-
ling is in progress on the reck bluffs a few miles eouth of Chickaloon. Actual
construction on the proiect is approximately 6% complete, Construction engineer-
ing on the contract is moving along well after a poor start, although the crews
are still handicapped somewhat by shortage of vehicles, The contractor has
started erection of construction camp at Mile 95.

Ce Glenn Highway, Bee;

Mr. McAlister, Resident Engineer, for this work started survey work
on the 23d to obtain data for design during th winter. Miller's crew, complete
with cook, was sent to 115 Mile Camp on the 31st of August to augment NcAlister's
single party. Present plans are for him to operate from 115 Mile Camp for the
entire project until westher forces a shutdown.

d. Anchorave Apariment Houses:

Work of preparing the site for the apartments was completed and the
contractor sturted actual construction on the 13th of the month. Since then
work has progressed very satisfactorily with both basements being poured complete
with floors and walls. Concrete block partiticns in the basement have been can=
pleted in me building.

3. Weather:

Weather has been exceptionally good for the month of August with rain-
. fall. below normal for most of the period. The 27th proved to be the second hot-

test day of the year. Since the 29th, rain has been falling,with resultant .

hindrance and slowdown of constructim.

ke Miscellaneous:

On August 8, the earth auger hit a power line on the Post road, while
it was moving from me hole to the next. Lines were broken ana the auger was
overturned but very little damage occurred.

~f=



Merle Harding, P-2,Inspecta for Glenn Bel, arrived from Seattle
via PNA on the Oth.

The Knik Glacier broke August 14th, Water rose 13 feet 3 inches
before reaching its crest at noon of August 22nd,

Dorn L. Ellery, P~3, Engineer for Glenn Be2, arrived on transferfrom Bureau of Reclamation on August 23.

Louis P, Hendricks, “ngineer P=2, arrived on the 3lst end has been
assigned to Foreman Soverg at Kenai to replace Chester F, Ricker, resigned.

inp er
Wn. Je Niemi.

. . District Engineer
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.SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for July 1949, Anchorage District,

Anchoraze, Alaska, f
Le, : aa Anchoraze Roads: . :

Routine maintenarce with motor patrols kept all the Anchorase roadsin good caidition curing the month. The Fourth Avenue raving which was laiddown last fall became rutted and was scarified and relaid during the early partof the month. Upon inspection, it was found that the oil tas not cured at allunder the top one half inch and it worked as though it nad just been nixed, TheSouth appreach to the Ship Creek bridze washed out early in the month and riprapconsisting of severzl old truck bodies was placed to protect the abutment andbefore it was replaced. Traffic was routed around thraigh The alaska Tail~road yard while repairs were being made.

The east suard rail on the Chester Creek Bridge at Spenard Road was ¥replaced after being wrecked by a car.
oe

Progress om this route was very good tails month altiicush some local-rains slowed down much of the regracing, The on the Ancheraze end of theroad was widered to 23 feet end much of it’brougnt up to grade, Rezracing wascarried across numerous small swanps along the route where the fills rlaced' last yeer had setiled down to swamp level, Fills at Rabbit and Little Rabbitwere widened and brought up to-standard and numerous culverts were lengthenedto take care of the added width. Late in the month, trucks were taken off theJob of making fills from the CAA and ‘ells pits and put in the Raboit Creek pitso gravel could be placed over that section of road already up to cur new standards.The gravel program is progressing very satisfactorily.
Grader maintenance over the entire route kept it in fine conditionduring the month.

Ge Mountain View Roads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in thisarea in good condition. No new road construction has been contemnl:ted inMountain View out with tue erection of the new schocl it seems certain thatanother quarter of a mile of road will necessarily be added to our system for
maintenence for corivenience of the school buses.

wo]

Government Torces

b. Potter Road:
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d. Anchorace-Palner Hichary:

Early in the month all the highway beyond the Fort Richerdeon MP Gate
No. 3 was turned over to the contractor for maintenance. The section from the
Anchorage City Limits to this point was maintained by our zotor graders untilthe 20th of the month when the: contractor moved in and started grading. At thattime he assumed responsibility for maintenance on the entire 48 miles,

The Peters Creek fitls were made early in the month by the contractor
and traffic was routed over the new bridze. Twice during the month rains causedthe untamped apnroach fill to sluff around the bridze abutments » but traffic wasrouted eraind the ole road while the slight damage was repaired. To prevent re~currance of the sluifing, 3 feet of bulkhead were added to the east abutment.
No traffic delays were ex-erienced during these periods,

@. Anchorave Denot:
’ No actual egradinz was done around the cepot this month. The wiringfor the cold storage box was run in and the box has been operating most of themonth, The contractor on the warehouse finally received his materisls andhas corpleted the repair work on the second floor, Latest reports from him arethat he still has not received nis gates for the elevator. uaterials are slowin coming from the States as is evidenced by the fact that the elevator in the
garage is still being held up pending the arrival of the guides,

A loading ramp 2CO feet long has been built at the beck of the yard,using old timbers salvazed fran the old: Sutton yard. It is plenned to erect
quonset huts on one end cf it to be used for storage for nonperishable goods,during the winter,

Water lines have been run into the mess and a shower kas been com=pleted in one end of one of the bunk houses,

f. Valley Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed during the month with motor gradersand the roads were kept in good condition during the entire wcnth. Cne dozerwas kept busy cleaninz brush from the right-of-way in those areas where it was
encroaching upon the ditch or roadway. Six miles of brush was removed on the
Bodenberg Butte road and one mile along the Palmer-wasilla road,

&- Mountain Roads:
MOA

The Hatcher Sumit was opened up on the 15th of the month and theroad opened to the Lucky Shot Mine. Due to bad washouts on the ‘fillow creekroad, however, traffic could not get into Willow until a week later. Duringthe second run-off this spring, iillow creek swung over and ran down the centerof the road and extensive repairs were necessary to make the road passable. PeterNelson and his crew was ‘moved down froin Colorado upon compietion or their workthere, and camp was set up at Willow. ‘Work was carried on with two trucks sent
up from anchoraxe and the Cab that came back with the crew, The Grubstake Lineroad was repaired, as the owners plan on operating this year, Nothinz extensive

owen
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was done on the roads and it is probable that more extensive repairs will be
required for next year if the roads are to be braight back and maintained to .

our standurds.

he Glenn Hiehway: .

Regular maintenarce with the mtor patrols kept the road in goodcondition during the month, Crews were kept busy renoving ‘slides that have oc-
curred during tne pest seasm, opening ditches and filling small washes along
the Katanuska River,

i. Hower Roads:
ROME POLS 3,

Regular iaaintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.
The Diamond Ridze Road was ditched and the secticns that showed the worst wear
were graveled, Gravel had to be nauled up the long hill so spot gravelling wasall that could be attempted. The Hill road and the Bast End Road were maintain-
ed and ditctes cleaned with the motor graders, . ’

je Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols. Duringthe early part of the month while the weather was favorable, grading was carricd
forward to Clam Gulch ani the cut made on the North side of Clam Gulch Creec. The
weatner then took 4 turn for the worse and grading of the next 3} miles was im~
practicable due to lack of cravel and the clay nature of the soil. This area wes
by-pessed and the grading crew noved forward ower to the road to better cround.
Grading is being backed up over this zap whenever it appears feasible to work it,
Graveiling is going somew.at siower as there is ro sign of any materiel that will
stand up either as fill across the swampy areas or for surfacing for an eighthmile stretch; and the m.terial siust be rauled from the pit 2 miles south of the
Kasilof River, Clecring and stripping is moving ahead rapidly with the caisp now
set up €4 wiles north of the Ninilchik River. ‘

The Gruendler crusher service man was down to look at the crusher earlyin the month anc admitted the obvious faults of the machine. He returned to th
factory and the latest rerort ‘from hia was that the entire engineering deprtrens
and the mechanical departzents were busy redesiming and fabricatin7 replacement
parts, Factory mechanics are due in Anchorase on the 4th of August to handle the
job of recorfverting tie crusher when the parts arrive.

At Homer the weather has been exceedingly wet. Althnaigh the actualrainfall has not been sreut, the lack of any drying weather slowed the work dow.
Areas thate ald normally hove been worked with the pull crader and carryalls re-
Quired from to three feet of gravel fill before they could he crossed. Much. of the ground ahead of constructim is of the sme type and will necessarily slow
the job considerably. Gravel is now being obtained from the pit at Anchor ltiver-
with the next pit in sight at Starisxy Crossing. ‘The trading crews Inve moved to
Starisky, with the gravel crew still working out of Anchor River,

-3e
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ke Farin Roads:
On 98 East End read at Homer 0.3 miles of road was graded and gravel-

led during the month. Further work had to be discontinuec on the extension
until drying weather permits. .

The Anchor Point Farm road was comicted durinz the month with the
exception of gravel, which will be omitted on much of the road this year. Actual
work done consisted of 1.4 miles of clearing, stripping and grading and one
half mile of gravellins. . .

:

St. Johns farm roac, off tne Potter roazd, was built and gravelled
during the month, Homesteacers coneerned did all the slashing and corduroyed
the swanpy areas. They also suszested that if our equipment was too busy they
could take care of the surfacing also after the grading was finished. This,
however, wa3 taken care of with the carryalis right along with the grading.
Altogether 0.4 miles of road was cleared, stripped, graded and gravelled.

Qn the Sand Lake farm road, the trucks were moved around to the Potter
end of the road and work carried on rom the Wells pit. Actual f111 placed durinz
the montana was i mile with 2500 feet of the way being cordureyed. The oridze
across Campbell creek has beer completed with a total lenztn of 52 feet. the
piling were driven by the New Byers 3/4 yard rig with a drop hammer on swinging
leads, The 3byers proves 20 be too siow to operate with any decree of efficiency
using the drop hamner. aA steam havmer and swinging Llecds nave been secured from
the Ariay to commlement our bridce crewls equipmeit, and it is planned to use our
thawing boilers to furnish necess:ry stean.

,

Work continued during tne month on the Schrock Read in the Valley.
Although the area did not dry cue wo the dasp weatter, some procress was made.
work accomplished consisted of one anu one nalf miles clears:d and stripacd and
0.7 miles graded. Sore zraveliing was done but only a negligible amount went
into new work 2s the road already surfaced broke up during the wet weather and
had tio be reinforced,

Wquipmant moved in on the Clark road during the last few days of tne
month but nothing wus done other than patch up that portion already commicted.

Peter Nelson h2s moved to Vasilla and is enszged in setting up ¢ asp
fo construction of tue Fitman Farm road. It is planned to move the sracing
equipment from Anchora-e ucen conrletion of grading work en the Potter job
early in August. The gravelline crew will stay at Potter and complete surfacing
within available funds, Jack VanZanten and his crew rovcd to Palmer and are
running the survey ror the new road to Pitsan. At present the P-line is commleted
for 24 miles ami sone final lecation mde. The road has been pulled avy froa
the jlaska neilreed Track and the new location follows dry ridges, with only minor
swampy areas, If vweather.conditions are favorable we may try to work on to
Pitan, a total of cbhout 4 miles of new construction.

-h-
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1. Dillingham:

The last report from id. Veeck, Foreman at Dil-inzham, stated that
the roads were in spod condition. New pits have been stripped and the motor
patrol spentost of the month pushing the moss and small brush back where it
was encroaching on the roadway.

The site for the shop has been stripped, the timber snoring erected
and most of the steel framework erected for the hut. Present plans are to
leave Veeck at Dillincham until the erection is canvlete and then have him turn
the work over to “ir, Falner, wno is at present working for us as mechanic. Lr.
Palmerhas been instructed to

do only necessary work m the roads during the
remainder of the scasm.

m Kodiak;

Maintenance was performed om all Kodiak roads with motor patrols,
Mi11 Bay road was reditched as the ditches were siuffed' full and the base road
was kept clear of falling rock during the month.

,

nh. \idenioeitenrien

The 20-3 shovel was moved to Savase River and gravel was hauled on
the sags and soft shoulders at niles 6,12, and 13. (Cn the 13th, the shovel was
again moved, tiis tise to the pit at 26 mile; and washes and sags from miles 2h
to mile 34 were filled. ° .

Farly in the month the D-S moved to Camp Hilson and widened the road by
cleaning up the sluff that the meltine snows hed brorght down. Both maintainers
ave been working during the month anc the road as far as 54 mile is in gocd
conditicen. Bridze railing and running plank were replaced on the 63 mile bridge.
Rains sterted in the Park on the 20th and it nas been raining almost constantly
ever since.

Two foot bridges were replaced on the Three Lakes Trcil, with the nand
rails and’ approaches being repaired.

o. Takotna ani Flat Roads:
\ .

. The first inspection of Takotna reads this season revealed them to
be in excellent conditim, especially tue main travelled roads. At Takotna,Foreman Poorman has a small camp at Mile 13 near the Tatalina Flats and is
gravelling and ditching toward Candle Creek and Sterlins Landing. Some work
will also be done at the landing to provide more sravelled srea for storing
supplies during unloading of river steamers, The “Tanolxo Dredging Company is
taking over the old Shonbeck dredge on uoper Gaines Creek and is shipping in
about 300 tons of miteriels to rebuild it, including new pontoons to replace
the wooden huli, This will mean considerable freiyht and fuel over the road
this season. The miners are dozing a rood down Yankee Creek to avoid the crook-
ed, narrow road at the beginning of tne Ganes Road. Some grading and spot
graveiling will be done by our forces rather than attempt to improve and main-
tain the old road, Takotna crew will be reduced about the middle of September

-5=
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and about a six weeks viork done toward caupletion of the garage.for spring
ove rhaule

‘At Flat Foreman Alderson and one man have done an excellent job
of maintaining the roads which Panter left in such good caidition, Their
work has been largely spot gravelling and surface maintenance, using a trap
and dozer for loading from selected pits , ooth men drivinz dup trucks on
haul, A satall locder of some type will be procured for next seitson to
utilize the numerous fine tusling piles along all roads, thereby eliminating
long haul from pits suitaole for trap loscing.

There are still numerous recuests for information on our plans for
construction of the roud to the Kuskokwim River at Crooked Creek. One operstor
claims thet he saved 37,000.00 on winter freighting 400 drums of fuel over

this route last wintcr.

pe Colorado: ; .

Work was started on the bridse across the South Fork and necessary
repairs completed early in the month, Maintenance was performed by reter Nelson
and consisted ef fillinz numerous washouts, dozing slides off the road to the
coal mine ami filling around the approaches of the bridge at the saw mill. The
washout at the.end of the south fork bricze was repaired »y placing a log crib
on the ‘upstrean side of the and backfiliing it with gravel. the lack of
elevation for a bridge and the fact that the old driver at Colorado would not
stand being torn down and erected on the far side of the truss without2 major
overnaul job influenced cur decision to crib tie gep rather than try to bitidce
across it. Subsequent reports have been received from the mine owner that tne
river rose again and washed out part of the fill, He had a Cat on the site,
however, and repairswere immediately made. Hatchett «ade a trip to Coloraco
during the time of repair and comeurred with the Foreman cn the job that the
backfilling and riprapping woild prove to be satisfactory. at that time the
roads were in very good conditia: and exteisive maintenance was not necessary.

Ye Bethel: ,

Work has been carried forward during the month on the hill road
and it now extends to Urs, Marten's residence, about half way oetween tae eir-
port and the spur constructed last year, Lack of funds tas stopped tue work
at Bethel arc unless more sioney is forthcoming, plens are to complete the road
early next jear.

Trouble has been experienced during tne month with the Slough bridze
in that the breakun pulled the west cier 18 inches out of line and caused
settlevent of 21 inches. The water this year did not drop low enough to expose

a
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the footings so repair work had to be carried on under water, Piling were
purcha sed locally, and with a rerted pump they have been jetted dow, using
a@ bumping block asa driver, it is expected that this will alleviate anyfuture trouble with the structure, Rodd mintenance and improvecsents have
had to suffer this year as a result of tiis extra work.

re McKinley Parx-Susitna River Survey: .

Hatchet? made a trip inte Miller's camp during the month and every-=thing is going satisfactorily. ‘Trouble is still being experienced with the twotractors. The hoist on the TJ-.4 broke and it is impossivle to use the blade.The Dei, is down because the track rails are worn out. Both items are on orderand will b& replaced as soon as possible, iller's cam is now at 24 Wile and itis planned to supply hin by air as soon as the air strip he is constructing hasbeen completed. First flisht is planned for August 3. aA radio receiver-trans-mitter has been secured ard is being set up at his camp so better communicaticn.and co-ordincticn can be arranged between nis field crews and the office.
26 BY Contract:

a. Anchoraze Asrhalt Plant Contract Tearc-086, 3-l-"%-Co,

Work Cone at the plant this manth consisted of force account erectionof a 400 feet of st-el suard rail between the fence ana the road, painting of
exposed piping in tne yard, and atiscellaneous cleanup around the erce by our
forces,

Formal acceptance of the work was mide after an inspection early inthe math by kr. wim. J, Miewl, District Engineer, ir. Daub, Chief, Contracts Divi-'Sicn, lin. Tapley, Chief, Engineering Diu Sion, and lir, Stump, UK Engineer,
Mir. Kervin E. Jenkins, Consultant, completed his work am the 1ébth ofthe month,

be Glenn Hi-hwar Section Ay

Grading is,bein= carried forward on the entire project and all theroad has been turned over to tre contractor by the Alasia Rod Coumission forfaintenance. On the 18th, the contractor started grading opersticns on the
Ancnoraze end cf the work. At the present time the ro.d fron inchorare citylimits to the MP gate Number 3 is being prepared for the crusher base. .

Actual layinz of the paving has been retarded by wet weather. However,there are now gi miles laid on the Palmer end. Most of the work appears satis~factory althoush several srots show siers of ravelline under traffic. Additives
have been shipped in to prevent stripping.

Inadequate maintenance of the road and lack of courtesy to the travel-ling public have been noticeable on this project.
a

a ==
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Co

The contractor completed setting up his camp eariy in the month and
started grading work from The ilaska Railroad track et Palmer, At the present
time, less than one percent of the work is completed but with more equipment
moving onto the job daily the grading snald be well under way next month.

The engineering is moving ahead, with the L-line 95% comileted and -
cross-sectims eighty percent comvleted.

d. Glenn Hicthwar, +2 Secticn,

My, F. W. itcAlister has been employed as Resid ent angineer for phework and is at present with the uencineers of the Bel section. ‘we are in th
process of recruiting a crew to besin the survey work, with no success to date
on instrument men. Headquarters wel be at our 115 Mile camp, and later at
Eureka Roadhouse,

Je Weather:

Weather for the first two weeks of the month
compared favoraoiy with Cali-

fornia, The sun was at work every dzy ami very little rain fell during tint tine
aiding constructim considerably. vuring

the last two weeks, rains hove fallen
almost ev.ry day, nct heavily, out enoughto turn the construction areas into a
quagmire of mud, Little drying weather Was encountered durins this time and those
days that it did

not
rain were so cloudy that little drying occurred.

he Miscellaneous:

On the 15th of the maith, the truck that wes used to naul diesel fuel to
the Potter camp broke its gas Line. The gis was ignited by the exhaust and as a
result flames consumed the entire truck. The incident occurred in the heavilysettled Spenard area, out the driver had sufficient presence of mind to run the
truck off the road and into a vacant lot. The driver was not injured. ‘for-
tunately the tank of diesel fuel cid nct ignite. There was no opportunity to save
the truck but the lows was not great as it was cne of the older models ready to
be scrapped. -

Mr. Wm. J. Tlemi, District Engineer, made an inspection trip of the Taxotna
and Flat areas during the month. ‘

Hatchett made an inspection trip of the Colorado Stetim read, the Cantwell
‘ survey, and McKinley Pari roacs during the month.

Colonel Noyes arrived m the 26th and mde a tour of inspection of the
Turnagain Arm projects end the Kenai-Homer areas, returninz to Ancora :e on the 29th.

Mp. A.F.CGhiglione arrived on the 29th, and spent the 30th in local cenferences
and

d

inspection with Colonel Noyes.

~SO

Glenn Hichway, 8-1 Section
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On the 31st, Colonel Noyes, accanpanied by Mr. Ghigl. one and Abbott,
made an inspecticn trip of the Valley roads.

Colonel Noyes left for Fairbanks, Mr.Ghiglione for licKinley Park, on
the lst of August, .

Very truly yours,

VINA Lene
Vn. J. 4iemi

Wdiismn Distrist Engineer
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Mr. Ike P. Taylor
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Aleska Road Commission
Juneau, alaska /

SUBJZCT: Monthly situation report for June 1949, Anchorasze District, foo
Ancnora2,

1. Sy Government Forces.

a. Anchorate Roads:

Routine maintenance was verforred on all the Anchorage roads.
Ditches were kept clean and surf.ce grading was accomplisied with notor patrols.
Heavy rains started on the 20th of the mcnth and some damage occurred to the
Anchoruse roads. Constant patrolling and flagzing of tne washed areas until
graders could arrive to repair them was done during this period. The approach
on the North end of the Fourth Avenue Ship Creek Bridge washed out on the 25th.
fhe road was immedi:tely blocked off, traffic routed araind through the ARR
yard, repairs accomplisiied, and the rezd again opened to traffic two hours after
the washout occurred. Apparently hish water during the preceding week had caused
a backedcy under the bridse which kept eating into the fill until it siuffed away
from the planking at the end of the bridge. Repairs were made by adding planks
and replacing tne washed matcrial. ra

le
e

be Potter Read: -

Despite intermittent rains, progress was consiiered good on this
section. The fill across Fotter Swamp was made, the Leavy cut in the centr
completed end the entire one nalf mile widened to 26 ft. Trucks made the fill
on the Anchorusze end from wells Pit, elephant nuts were instalied in Campbell
Creek and the road tied into the Zast G. road. The rains which started on tue
20th slowed the work somewhat and the equipment had to be pulled back to regrade
gruvel points that would not soften due to the weather conditions.

The two 48 inch culverts at Rabbit Creek were barely able to nandle
a sudden and neavy rise of water which rose on the fiil until it rezched wnat
was considered danger point at 9:00 F.l., on the 22nd. Camp rersonnel were moved
into tow and bedded dow in the garage for the night. About midnight the weatucr
turned colder, with snow in the mountains, which slowed tle runoff and alliowsa the
culverts to take care of tie backed uo water, Considerable erosion of fill oc-
curred at the disciurge end of the culverts and it will be necessary to protoct
these points by retaining walls and possibly a spillway apron. Headwalis will
also be required at tie intake. ‘The flood was s result of a cloudburst in the
mountains. Ship Creek, at Anchoraze, reached tre highest recarded level, £0 tie
flood was probzbly the maximum that can be expected. No additional culvert.
opening is contemplited,.
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Regular maintenance was perforaed witn the motor patrols during the monthand culverts were installed on that section of road thet was being regraded, Par-ties interested contributed the cost of standard culvert,
GC. Mountsin Videw 2oads:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the roads in fairemdition, any petitions save been received from the local residents for assist—ance in improvinz ane «maintaining tue street but due to the fact that most of tueWork would be developinz crivate subdivisions » our policy has beer to olace ourequipment on farm roads ratner than becowe involved in street problems.
d. Anchora7e-Palmer inxhyay:y

No maintenance fas been performed by the ARC on the Higiway between
Eldlutna and Palmer as the contructor is working that streten of the hishway. His
operaticns will be discussed in Glenn A section of this report.

Regular maintenance was performed during the entire month with motor
patrols andsuntil the heavy rains of the 20th. thru the 26th the roads were in
good condition. On the 2ist the small creek at 15 mile jumped its banks andstarted flowinz over tne road, washing out one lane but le: ving one lane open totraffic. This washout was flagced nd traffic was alloved through the one lane.
Water could not be diverted, and as the culvert would not handle it no attemptwas made to do anything otner than brush the lower side of the road to prevertfurtaer washing. A man was stetimed at the eulvert to slew approaciiing traffic en
keep the cuivert clean of debris.

On the 22, Coble Creek went over the road at 3:00 A.U., cLesing theEast approach to the new Eagle River Bridge, The area was flagged and traffic
detoured over the old road, The washcut was caused by flash fleods in the sur-
rounding mountains and the lack of a wingwall on the upstream end of the culvert.
water maliing a turn to enter the culvert caused a backeddy thet washed the fill
material from under the culvert mouth. Weight of the fill on the center of the
pipe caused it to breck ellowing the intaxe to rise above water level. Tne waterthen rose high enouxh to run elong the fill for a distance of 300 yds. and even-tually crossed tre read in several places taking the fill with it. A dozer was
used in en attempt to change the channel and run the water alonz the rocd but notuntil the 23d was the rachine able to get ous in the water due to its depen. aA

temporary cinnnel was completed and the rocd opened to traffic on the 25th. It isnot planned to do any extensive work on the hill as the contractor will be movingin during July and at thu.t ¢ime the creek will be re-routed away Trou the road,

Heavy runoff on Peters Cree Hill washed out one aormroach on the 22dbut this was. repaired inmedi:tely end traffie was not delayed. Goat Ureek approachwashed out on the 23d but ws repaired in twohcurs. Passenger cars were allowed’
across the bridge while repairs were wade but truck traffic was pelted duruigthat time. 5

.
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Mr. McGovern and his bridge crew of four experienced men arrived in
Anchorage on the 20th from Homer and started hauling steel for the temporary
Goat Creek Crossing. Arrangements were previously made with the Army to get two

Bailey Bridges to be used at detours wiile Gout Creek and Ship Creek bricges were

being built. The detour bridge job went along very well and was completed on the
29th. ‘The contractor :.as made the aporoach fills and the bridge is now ready to
open for traffic. It is not planned to open it until the piling arrive for the
permanent bridge but in the mcantize the bridge crew has been sent to Colorado
to take caro of the West fork 3ridge.

@. Anchoraze vepot:

Very little was done eraind the depot this month, The contractor remov~
ed his materials from the front of the warehcuse and otfer materials have been re-
moved by the ARC. The Cold Storase box arrived for the warehouse and it has been
set up in one corner of the ground floor, Controls and cooling units have not
yet bdeen hooked up as it will require running another 3 phase line for the mctors.
We have an extra hook-up on the panel board, however, and this will not be too
great a job. It is contemplated to run the line overhead in conduit along the
ceiling.

f. Valley Roads:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair con-
dition until the 20th. eavy flocds at that time made most of the roads next to
impassible although traffic was kept meving. ‘/ashout occurred at ‘icsilla Creek
Bridge on the Palmer-fishhook road out did no& close the entire road, Repairs nave
been made. Nine miles of the Wasilla-Knik road has been brusied and five miles
regraded and regraveled.

g. Lountain Roads:

Roads to the Fern anc Independence mines were opened up curing the
month, kr. Everett of ‘iilow wes in and reported that the roads there were bad
since the last rain with the approach M111 at Deception Creek being washed out so
traffic imst use planks to get over it and Willow Creek running down the roac abow
15 miles out of Willow. It is planned to start opening the Summit sbout July ilta,
to get equipment on this road.

he Glenn Hichway:

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols xept the road in fair con-
dition. Rains on the 20th caused numerous siall rock slides alonz the Latanuska
River and on Moose Creek Hill. Maintainers removed the slides and the highway «ert
open to traffic durin the rainy period without interruytion.

i. Homer Roads and Dock:

During the early part of the month the Diamond Ridge road was too wet
to work, The road is built on sand with no gravel available closer than the beach”
for surfacinz. During the thaw the road becenes impassable and numerous washes
appear in the surface, As soon as possible craders went over the surfi.ce, holes
‘were filled and tie road put in good wndition. iegular maintenance with the
graders kept the roads in good condition,

23



The Homer dock was completed sufficiently for use during the month
and officially turned over to the Fublic Utility District on the 13th of the
month. Sone bolting of bracing remains to be done for a complete job.

je Russian River-ilomer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performed with motor patrols. Con=
siderable regradin; was done on the entire road, and gravel was hauled on miles
42 and 51 where the surface showed sare signs of preaking up. One and one-half
miles of new grading was completed, 2: ailes was stripped and 1.6 miles has been
graveled with bise «ntcricl. leven fir piling were driven wicer the Moose River
Bridge to strenzthen it anc new decking and oracing was laid down, The idea of
elephant nut culverts to replace the bridze nas been abandoned.

fhe Gruendler crusher service wan arrivéd on the 29th, and on the 30th
accompanied Mr. White end i. Petcrsm to Kenai. Up until thst time the crusier
had been idle due to feults either in cmstructio or design, or both. The vibrator
screen fails to work under load, causing the agcregate to nile up on the head end,
ami the single V-belt drive on the elevator does not have power enough to turn the
elevator under lozd, The corrections on this machine, to make it operative, will
be of major proporticns. The answers nave not yet been found.

At Homer tie Starisky Bridge has been completed, the f4i1 coupleted on.
the south side and 2/3 caxpleted on north side. 800 ft. of ‘whiskey Creek swamp
has been corduroyed and one ‘ialf mile graded at Starisk; crossing. The fill north
of Anchor River nas deen brought up to grade and considerable regradinz end resur-
facing was dene between mile 13 and 16 which showed some sisns of breaking up
during rainy wether.

k. Farm Rocds:

On 98 Bast nd road at Homer forty feet of half round elephant nut mas
installed for the fritz Creek crossing and one quarter mile was cleared, stripped
and graded during the month.

On 75@P Sand Laxe-Potter road work was carried on from both ends. The
fill made last fall as a temporary road for the honesteaders in tne area was moved
over on line end ruised avove the swamc level. The illside on tue Potter ind of
the road proved too wet to let the carryells work it advantaseously so the equipzent
was taen pulled cut and put to work on the gravel knolls on 75-P. Cn the Sand Laie
end stripping and gradin, continued taraigsh the monta with the trucks fiilin: over
the corduroy previously laid. soe of the ground preved to os uravel hills and
are workable e*en during rainstorms such as the one encountered during tae latter
part of she month,

On Schrock Road 35-3, which was stripned last veer to afford some relief
for the henesteaders in tut area, work was started toward criding anc gravelling.
One half mile of tio prepared subgrade was graded and graveled. Rein on tue 29bn
forced us to cease oper.ticns on tie road until it drys sufficiently to be
workable,



One tractor and operator worked all month m the Clark Road but due

to the late breakup and rains was kept busy filling washouts and regrading work

that had been com:leted during the previous sesson.

1, Dillinghan: a

Regular maintenance with tne motor patrol and spot gravelling with
the trucks was carried on torouch the month. New gravel pits were stripped and

the D-7 wes repaired. Duc to lack of proper preventive maintenance on the macaine

the belts in the track roller f:cme became loose end the frame cracked. lr. Veeck

had to tear it dow and weld it. Plans are underway to erect the quonset type shop

on Game Commission reserve out actual ercction has been held un becaise the local
agent is owt of town ard cannot be contacted in recard to a suitable location that
will not interfere with Fisn ani Wildlife plans.

m, Kodiak:
Maintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads with motor patrols.

Nothing more has been received concerning tne new shop area so we are still opera-
ting from the old area.

Work at Kodiak was turned over to Mr. Puul Stover's brotlzr on the

first of the mmth and Stover was sent to the Park to take over maintenance there,
Work at Kodiak nas not seered to suffer from the change.

n. McKinley Park:

Early in the month the road was opened up into the KXantishna area and

minor repairs were made on all washouts. Naejor washouts filled were at miles

20, 23, 26, 34; 36, 52 and 57, Kew railings and running plank were put on tie
bridges at 57 mile; railings on bridges at 5] mile and 4l mile, and railing at
3, mile. Approximately 600 ft. of channel was changed on the Toklat River to swing
the river away from the fill between tre two bridges to prevent future washouts in
that area. Slide rock was cleaned from the road in Polychrome Pass. Tourists
are being transported to this point.

Started to snow m tie 24th and has snowed and drifted ever; duy since.
On the 29th the road to jionder Lake was opened up and the Rangers! family moved

out. Took 15 hairs to sake the trip fro camp at Toldat ani back. Drifting is
occurring from iiguway Pass to Camp Bilson and snow is falling as far down as 6

mile, Some of the drifts are froa12 to 14 feet deep and until snow stops falling
very little can be done with tie roads.

Paul. Stover replaced Frank Johnson as foreman Sn the Park on the first
of the month. Kr. Jonson went to Homr as stripping and corduroyiuis foreman.

o. Takotna-Flat City Roads:

Reports not in as yet on either of these routes.



pe Colorado:

Pete Nelson was sent to Colorado early in the month to start road
maintename and make canp arranzererts for the bridse crew. It was learred that
the ARR station couldnot taxe care of ow bridge crew upon their arrival so a
complete camp outfit was sent uo. Mr. LicGovern, Bridze Foreman, Looked the
bridge over and sugzested that we replace numerous piles thet the ice nad taken
out under the existing bridge including one camplete bent. Since a large part
of the piling sent up to exterd the bridge were needed for maintenance it was
Cecided that the washout be backfilled and riprapned. The lwnber ordered for
extensicn of the briuge will be utilized at licKinley Park or Cantwell.

GM Bethel: .

Work was started this month m the hill road at Bethel ta rerlace
the existing read to the airfield and hospital. It is planned to carry this work
through to completicn this year as the old road is in grave danger of washing
into the river during the fall storms, The Airfield has been filled end dragged.

During the hich water, the slouch bridge approaches washed out and
botii were backfiiled. lr. uarsh, locsl foreman, sugzests that 2 20 ft. approach
bent be constructed ct either end of the existing structure. Tis wiil be looked
into during the montn anc recom.endutias forwarded to Juneau. ,

ye HKeKinley Park-cusitna River durver:

Bugene white sade two trips into Liller's camp curing the month and
he reports everjthins zoing satisfactorily, liller revorts 15 miles completed to
date and expects to be delayed because of mud during the next acnth. eather there
has been about tne as at the Fark witn cold rains and snow during the latter
part of the month. lr. siarold Noche was sent te Willer as transitman und proved
to be quite capable, Late in the month ne fell and sprained nis back and nad to
return to Anchora.;e for trestinent. at the present time he is working in Anchora-e
with Jack Vanzanten but expects to return to Cantwell as soon as the doctor permits.

2e By Gontract:

ae Anchorage Asphalt Plant Cotract I-arc-4086, B-M-K-Co.

Work on the plant reached the 100% completicn mark during the mmta.
The contractor cleaned uo cis excess materials around the area and nas moved out.
Forwal acceptance has 'na& been made but it is expected that Ur. Daub, Chief Contracts
Division, Mr. Cook, kh-K Chief ingineer, and ir. im. J, Niemi, District sngineer,will inspect the plant early in the fortacoming month so acceptance can be nade,

Final training of firemen in boiler water testin procedure has been
delayed due to tne nonarrival of chemicals needed by Xr. Jenkins for setting up
this procedure. The chemicals are now enroute and training should be completed
withih a week or ten days.

*

be (Simmnbideeiienien : .
Grading has been carried forsard on the section between the Knik River

=-o™

GLem Haistnway section Ae



bridge and the Zklutna and the section is almost ready for the crush bose course.
The contractor hus set his crusher up at the’ upper railrad crossing above [iklutna
and plans to haul crush back to the Knik River. During the reiny period the road
did not become impassable, but numerous bad spots apneured and had to be dug out
and replaced with select material. .

Prime of "C2 has been laid down for 9 miles out of Palmer and the
contractors hot mix plant is set up ready to sturt laying the mat when weather
permits. During the month 80 tons of M2 prime was laid on the subgrade.

e. Glenn Highway, 3-1 Section:

Mr. Albert Torn, Resident Engineer on 3-1 was relieved of his duties
early in the month and Kr, lawrence A. Paglia arrived and has taken over as Resident
Engineer on the contract. lir, Gamwell hes been spending ost of ris time on the

job, The work is progressing fairly well with 554 of the L line completed and

cross sections 545 complete.

fhe contractor is moving in end is setting up his camp south of
King River.

3. Weather:

Weather during the first 20 days of the month wes wetter than usual but
construction and surveys proceeded without too such loss in progress except for
Kenai and omer. Cn the 20th of the month it sterted to rain anc rainec continual ly
until the 26th. Due to very little previous thawing in the mountains warm rains
caused the small streams to run wild, jump their banks and wash out road fills where
the existing culverts could not xandle the water. On the 2ath cooler weather and

snow in the mow:tains helped situation by giving the water time to get away.
Traffic on the highways was kept moving by detours and expedient fills but many of
the farm roacs in the Valley were impassable during this period. “eather in the
Park was even worse with snow falling continually from the 24th to the 30th. Snow

fell as far down as 5 mile,

4. Miscellaneous:

Up, Ike Taylor arrived for an inspection tour on June 1. His tour included
all three Districts and he returned to Junecu from Anchorage on the 30ti.

Mr. va. J. Hiemi returned from leave on the 5th.

Mr, Lewis Nottmeyer was relieved from duty with the ARC on the 22d due

to lack of engineering knowledge for which employed, and intoxic*ticn.

Gruendler Crusher representative arrived in Anchorsge on the 29th and ac-

companied Mr. White and Mr, Peterson to Kenai to inspect the new crusher on the 30th.

. Very truly
how

WnwJ. ttemi

. District Mgineer
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SUBJiCT; - Menthiy situation report for May 1
Anchorase, alasia

1. By Government Forces

a Anchors'e Noadss

Routine maintenance was performed ai all the Anchoraze reads. Motor
Patrols cleaned out ditches and did general surface grading.

Cn say i; due to
unusually warn weather Lake Ecenard rose over the road to the plane iend~
ing at Lake Hood. Very lit tle damage occurred and the water rececec in “vo
days so the road vas asain cpen for traffic. The same dete the water washed
out & short section of “tne sand Lake readat the intersecticn between the Sand
Lake Roads anc tne road to the Tenth Rescue

Squadron.
The washeut did rot stop

traffic and was repaired the next day. The read toroush Spenarc neld up ail
month anc remained in excellent conditicn, except that “Larao rocks in tas sr vel {laid dew Last fall was centinuallir loosened 57 main tainers ang uac to pe */renoved. /

Gravel was nauled from the G.in Fit and tie Camrbel
into raise it above seepas: froa tae swamp to maxe it
month.

1 Station read wos filled
passable early in tne

b, Potter ord:

No trouble «as experienced during the menth and regular -aintencnece
with motor graders xept tie road in fine shupe. Glaciers et Little Rabbit creex
gave us trouble as they were not disturbed by traffic until they had melted
and dried up. The dig swamp at Potter Stanicn reseined soft until the 2Cth of
the month, but had dried enough by that tine to permit equipment to begin moving
dirt. .

Erection of constriction camp was started cn the 13th and a crew
moved in the 24th, end gredinz was start:.d cn the Potter end at that tine, Fre-
viously to that the shovel was moved to Vells pit end six five yard trucks be7zen
hauling gravel back to

tne
Sust "G" Street swamp crossing, Twin elephant hut cul-

verts were placed in Campbell Creek and tne fiil started across them. ove to a
shortage of bolts, one of “tre huts was welded instead of beinz bolted. This
proved to he 4 mistaxe, however, as the welds seemed to we:ken the structure
and it collapsed under the fill load, Most of it can be salvaged but in

=m leo
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the meantime arrangements have heen made to borrow forty feet to be repla~
ced when our hut arrives from Valdez.

é
c,. ountain View Roads; ,

The Hountain View Roads remained in bad condition curing the
early part of the month out were kept passable during the entire math. Sur-
face water stood in tne ditches and softened the subgrade until it could get
away through the frost. Mos. of the present surfacing nas secone embedded in
the mud subsurface und will undoubted]; prove a headache for future taintenence,
Durinz the latter part of the month maintenance with the motor graders kept tne
roads in fine caiciticn.

Gd. Anchors e-Palner Yichvays

and is in fair condition, Jarly in the month, the section of road at ville 22
became rouch and sponty due to frost boiisana seavy traffic but the freet
left the zround and Let the water away before any great damise wes cone. vJuring
the runoff, water crossed the road at sev-ral pliuces but did vary litcle apre-
rent damage, Reqular naiintenance with the motor graders brought the road un
%o its present conciticn.

The hizmay to Palmer has been maintained with motor graders” oS)

f

The Petzirs Creek Bridze was completed by installing tre hand
pails and wheel mards. Sarl in the month the contractor atvenpted te pace
fill the epproaches to allow traffic to we it, out frost in the cuts prevenved
his doing any work. Present plans are rather inderinite as the contractors
equipment is now all busy furtaer up the road and he does not plan on being
in that section for anctuer month or six weeks.

o
4

a th
Two small snow slides occurred near the South end of the Kalix

River Bridze on the 27th at 4:30 P.M., out were cleared fro. the road oy 7:00
P.ie, the same evening. Luck wis with us this year as we nad passea the area
with @ TD-13 on a trailer headed for Faluer but a few minutes before. The

tractor was at work by tae time the slide had stopped. Traffic was not seid
up as the end cf the slide just reached the edge of the roadway and one pass with -

the blade opened a lane. ,

e, aAnchora~s Denot:

¥oving was completed early during the montana and the old build-
ing turned back to the aRR. Parts and miscellaneous supriies from the old
building nave not yet been put away at tne new garage but should be pretty
well cleaned up during the coming month. Bins are still being ouilt and sort-
ing of parts continuins. <quipnent received this uonth included three 3 yard
Reo Trucks, ten 3 yard ford Trucks and one 3/1, yard Byers Truck Crane with
dracline and siievel attachments. ‘The dyers machine was damaged in transit vy
the Add and an arranzesent has »een made with them whereby they repair it and

we accept it with a one year wuarantee fro: taem. Three new ford Coupe Plekups
arrived.and have been assigned to the Juneau personel cir Pool.

2
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The yard nas been orousht down to grade end will take but a Little
finishing with the motor patrols. This has been delayed as tre patrols were
needed badly on the roads, and beczuse some cleanup work was necessary by

_ poth the ANC and the contractors before the entire area can be finish graded.

f. Valley 2ads:

Routine maintenance during the month kept the main roads in fair
condition. During the carly part of the month the roads we.c soft and traffic
was stopped on the worst stretches to give them a chance to cry up. fhe frest
was slow in zcing ouv which kept the surface water on tne roadway. This,
coipled with the traffic, tended to cut the surface gravei to pieces. Those
main roads not closed were spot sraveled wherever they snowed sign of breaking
up. In the latter sart of the month, the Wasille-Knik Road grading was stanted
and graveling is follo.dng close behind the reditching and grading. Some work
has been done un cn the Clark Road as the surfacing cas all been embedded in the
muskeg and the road is an impassanle quagnire. It is contemplated to start worst
on the extension to the Childrens! Nome as soo as weather permivs.

ge Glenn Hicthwasy:

Work done on the Glern Hichway consisted of cleaning out ditches,
clearing the road of fallen reek and filling miscellaneous siiall wascouts along
the Matenucka Aiver. lLotor eroaders saintained the surface daily between Fairer
and Zureka, and tre road stayed in geod conditim durin; tne entire montn,
Yery little trousle was :

the water very well. Cne new culvert vas placed at 112 wren it was found
tuat tne existin; pipe would mot handle tne waver.

he. Homer Roads and Doc:

The sit road fron Hud Bey to the end of tne Spdv has been regra-
3 >ded ond spot cravelled for a total distance cf Lk miles, Gravel was “anled on the

Enst read to peteh frost »olls, Uo werk was cone on the fritz Creex 24st ond
extension 2s the sound proved to be too wet to work efficiently. 2esular maine
tenance was performed durin; the monta with motor graders.

On the Homr Dock all bearing piles heve been driven and braced.
Fenders iiave ceen drived on the face and north side of tne dock. There are

enough short pilins on nand to put 12 fenders aleng the north sice of the ap-
proach as an additional protection fro ice and for the convenience of small
boats 2nd scows, Arrencewer $ are being made with a Packing Company at Fort,
Graham to neve a floating driver drive a dolphin but as yet final detsils .ave
not been arranzsed. We are short approxinstely 1200 lineal feet of Ixl2 decking
but it is plenned to saw it from some of the extra 12:12 tinbers that are on

nand, .

=~

encountered the runoff as the cite:ss and culverts ‘ancls
uw

e
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i. Russian River-Homer Road:

On the Kenai end, maintenance was performedby motor patrols. Can-
siderable regreading had to oe doe on mile 26 ami 27 where two large lakes
formed on the road and 2t mile 57 ana 58 which were graded on the frost last
fall. A large washcut cccurred at mile 32 for a distance of approximately
600 feet which was fi.ied. Gravel was hauled on Kenai streets and ailes
1,2,3,4,9 anc 10 of the Renal spur where frost soils occurred, Crusher has
been set up at the tioose River pit and it is ezrpected to start operating the
lst of June.

Three camrs have oeen set up; the Moose River Camp, Kasilof and the
Stripping Camp. Some stripsing has deen done out no grading or sravelinz.

Overhaul in the shoo is coming atong in fine shape with some of the
surplus esuipment from Sevard zoin3 through the shop. Psinting is ceeping
UD With the overuaul,

At Homer the Anchor River fills have been commisted and grading is
being completed on the nertn side of tne anchcr River hill.

Gravelling tas neen moving forward with 1-) miles oeing rravelled
on top of corduroy. Grading on tots section “as neglizible as tis gravellinz
took care of it. Snow was 2 feet deep at Starisiqr on cay 15th. Campo was set
up and Ricker went down from Henai to re-establisa center lire and 7

MeGovern and crew will move out to drive the oridge as scon as tuey finisn
with the Homer Dock,

aaé.

je Farm Roads:

75=P Sand Lake-fotter work accomplished tais menth is as follows:

Cleared and stripned - - - - - - - ~.25 niles
Graded ~~ »25 miles

Totals to date: Cleared and stripped- - - - - - -.25 miles
Grided-- ~~ = 25 miles

Due to main projects opering up and need for maintenance on most
of the routes, no other farm road work was carried on during the month.—

k. Dillin shan:

Hatchett mide a trip to Dillincham early in the month anla few
changes were sade in personnel. Since that time tire only report is tnat the
motor grader and the maintenance shop has arrived on the round. The problem
of a building site was taken up with hr. Ghiglicne upon nis inspection tour
through the Distriat and he has tentatively mide plans with the Game Comnrission
for a very well situated site on their South boundary, Cur local foreman will
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take care of the exact loe:tion which is to oe worked out with tir. Carson,
the local Game Commission Cfficer at Dillingham.

1. Kodiak:

Meintenance was performed on all Kodiak roads, with small rock
slides being runoved from the base read. The new location for our shop was
taken uz with liv. Ghislione after we received a more comprehensive report
from Lr. Stover,our Modiak foreman. lir. Ghiglione i.as made the necessary ar-
rangements with the Land Cffice and we are waiting for our request to be
grantec befove we move in anc start clearing tne new area for our operations.

m. MeKinley Park:

Due to the unusual amount of snow the road was plowed to Igloo and
camp set up there on the Lith of the month. Culverts were thawed and the men

have spent the month divertin; water to save the road. A smell wasnout at
Sanctuary River was filled. Some trouble is being encountered at mile 4 and
mile 6 as hi<h water is cutting the fills on the birdge approaches. Paul
Stover from Kediak nas been sent up to take over the crew in the Park due to
the fact that Frans Johnsm aay be Leaving soon to take over some rock work
in the Valdez District.

Althousn it nad not ceen planned to plow further tran Saole Poss,
the snew in the pass wes Lister than expectcd and ir. Jonnson states tiat
it was imperative to get through as the water on the other side vas wasting
out the entire road. Four nurs cleared the pass so the washouts could be
taien care of before tiey nad done much dane ge,

n
tee
Sem

ne: Tanotnaerlat City Rocds:

No report tas seen received as yet from Taxotna.

At Plat hich water ond ice in Otter Creek mide it advisasle to start
the crew early to tear cown the old bridge vefore the ice toox it out. The
Smbers were vadly robbed end the bridge liad previously ocean posted as dange-

rous. ‘The decxing is in fair shape and can be used to rcpisce worn pisnuing
in other bridses in the area. The new bridse completed last year should suffice
for all city traffic. ~—

ainany
One Cees Artin:

oPY
O, Talieetrm:-

Jim Zulveney and wife went to Talxcetna on the 23rd to start the
camp. Due to a wire from Talxeetna on dangers of eressing the river, tne rest
of the crew and a larze part of the provisions were not sent till or. iubvaney
wired in that a crossin: could be made, The loader for the D-4 Cat. was sent
to Fairbanks by mistake ond has not yet returned.

p. heKinley Park-Susitna 2iver Surveys:

Harold tiller, Chief of Party, left Anchoraze with his party on
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Monday llay 16th. at the end of the month he reported that ‘us survey isout at 4 mile, iis transitman, lir. Uottmever, was sent beck to Anchorazeafter approxizmazvely 10 days with nis. The men will probably work out allright, but he was tco
inexperienced

¢to be of much heip to Miller's crew.Nottmeyer is now worxing under Jack YVanZanten in te Ancherace area, Itis wlanned to send Harolc Roche to iiller to fill up his crew. The partyseems to be experiincins some trouble with the tractors tus vere sent outalthoughone of tuem was new énd was shisped directly to Cantwell from Jeatile.
2. SY

a Anchorc-e asphalt Plant Contract I-arc-4036, Bei-K Co.
Work on tne plant is near. completion with the boilers instalLed and the stcam pipins nearing corclection. The seale pit has been dug andpoured and the scale house erecved with piping and valves installed,
Tre Standard Cil Tanker "Hanna" docked on the 14th. The pumpingwas started at 10300 P.L.. Pumping

went very satisf.ctorily and asphalt andfuel oils were unloaded by 11:00 Ave, tne following momming. The tankerpulled away from the dock on Sunday Kay 15,

The Plant will be ready to start delivering asphalt in approximiely tdays, whica is in edvence of delivery dites of June 15th estimated by contractcron Glenn a.

The work on the entire oroject is 874 complete.
b. GlennEishway Section 4.

The work of final grading between the Knik River Sridge and Polnerwas completed early in tie month and the, contractor moved his crusner in andmowhas laid a base course of crush over. the entire streten. Grading wrk nasbeen carried on to include the Goat dreek secticn where 6 3 foot rige will
put in the present grade line because of the past dangers of Moooding.

4oe

The rock work st the second railroad crossing above silutne hasbeen.carried forward during the month and the stretch is dow to grade withthe exception of a few rock points that must be snot off.
It is expected that the emtractor will be cailing for aspnaltafter the middle of June,

Some difficulty was experienced by the crusher crew when the rapidrise in the Matanuska River caused them te pull out of their borrow pit infavor of one on hizh cround. The equipment was moved before the pit flooded,
¢. Glenn Iishway, Bel Sections:

The survey is speeding up as the crew become sonewhat more Laniliarwith the type of work required of them. Lr. Tornts parties have been enlarged

-6-



Taylor - Juneau ~ June 7, 1949 p7

and he now has 23 men in the field. Actual work done is P line 40% complete,
L line 40% complete, Cross sections 35%complete and levels 404 complete.Few chanses nave been made in key rereonnel althouch the turnover in axemen
and chainmen has been rather large.

3, ‘eather.

Approxim:.tely 4 incres of snow fell on May the 3d, but was soon
all zone, Durinz the remaincer of the month tae weather tas been excepticonal~
ly good for constricticn and surveys,

he Miscell:.neous,

New equipment wiich arrived during the mmth consistcd of
3 - 5 yard Reo trucks
3 + Ford Counes ,

10 = 3 yard Ford trucks
1-3/4 yard Jers truck crane and
2~ TD-19s.

Two Carryéeil-Zcrarers were hauled by our trucks from Vaidezg. also
received one new pricse mover, whichwas badlyy needed,

L.A watchett left for an inspecti tour of the Dillingham Area on
the 4th and returned to anchorage the Lith.

ir, A.F.Ghigzlione a for % nlecdings of the Tanker on the
ith. He toured the Districts and retuwene dato“Juneau on the 24th.

PrLvea

Mr. George Tapley arrived on an inspection tour on the 24th.

Mr. wWilldamCuningham, long time Arc enployee, died of a stroke
on the 26th of the month.

Mr, ting J. Wiemi, District ensineer, left for a week in the States
on the 25th. It is expected that he will, be back in Anchorsge on the 5th of
JUNE.

Very truly yours,LP
Wad vie

vadah mam District ungineer

T=
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DEPARTHAN?T OF TiS INTERIC
ALASKA RCAD COMLZSSICN

ANCHCRAG!, ALASKA

May 3, 1949
kr, Ike P. Taylor
Chief ineineer
Zlaska Road Commissicn

; s

Juneau, Alaska

SUBJuCT; llonthly situation report for April, 1949, LAnchoraze District, Anchoraze, Alaska i!) f
ae
/

1. 3y Government Torces

a. dnchorase Rods:

Snow rencval was accomplished Giring the early part of the menth withmotor patrels, The glacier on the loop road revained active and on the sixth, theice was plowed off the road anda siallow ditch vas opened acress the road totake cere of the overflow from the culverts. nthe 24th unusually warn weathercaused a heavy runeff and few of the culverts were large enourn to handle theflow. No major washouts occurred. The Zast sat Street rozd just beyond theCity limits beerne flocced and the road was ditched to take care of the waterthat was backinz up into peorlets houses, euring the latter part ef the monthgravel was nauled and spread on the reads as required to keep traffic moving.
>,

During the early part of the month snow removal was aecomplishedon these roads and gravel was hauled on any spots that showed sims of breakingUp. warm weather near the end of the month caused the small stream on the
Campoell Station road to jump its banks and wash across the roed, ‘This woes
repaired but the frost is leavi:.z the rosd and at present it is impassable to
anyurang out four wieel drive vezicles,

The Sand Lake roads are in fair condition and tmve been passableall xonth, A small hole at the end of Spenard Laze between the Idle Hour road
and the forks, has opened up aue to heev: hauling by contractors on the Inter~naticnal airport. This is now passable but net sood., Leads are now being reestricted to prevent further domace during the breakup period.

The main Spenard road remained in good conditia durins the month
due to the gravel placed iste last fall. Frost boils showed in mile one snd mile
three, but were immediately taken of,

c. Potter toads: ;

The Fotter roads remained good during the brealms. Snow was removed
during the early part of the month and resuler maintenance wos performed with

“1+
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spenardesand Lake Roads:
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motor patrols. The road between Little Rabhit Creek and Potter Stetion nas not
been opened up, ‘Traffic will be kept off tids road until it dries out. Side
roads in this area have been maintained as soon as a maintainer could zet over
them after the frost vas down,

d. Mountain View Roads:

The main roads at
mountain

View have given a zreat deal of trable.Tris ares is so flat that. ditches were unable to handle the water which spilledover inte the road soaxing the subbase. neavy traffic did the rest and the roads
became impassanle250ut the middle of the month, Tney have dried un somewhat sincethat time and by deeper 27: 7 the ditches, discins laterals with the consent of thepropertyowners, ani cantinual maintenance, the roads are anain passable,

€. Ancora -e-Palmer Wiriwarys

The entire nisiway to Palmer has been maintained with rotor gradersand is in fair conditia. Zarly in the month, the section cf hizswar north of
oes,
stais31S

the mormnent, whien vas surficed by the arn last year, went +o pi. The Fost
Bngineer was requestedto haul sravelto this seeticn "and, wht mice fron
Read Comission motor patrols, several miles of the werst secttion of tids nigiwarwas pleced into excelent concition in three days. Frost coils appeared xt miles
12,15,19 and 21. These were dug out and gravel hauled in to oring the road baczto grade, Necessary citering wasdone to lesd water away from the road and aaaculverts were kept open. The contractor rousned up the road surface near Chuziawhile stripping for the new alignment out this was reraired curing normal rain-tenance by patrols. The section between Knik River bridge and the Letanuska River
oroke Up in spots due to poor subgrade bub was at no time impassable.

Two oroken stringers on the approach te the Matanuska Giver Bridze
wers reinforced. aA mud sill was laid on the rock abutment, the strinzers jackedback in place ene a cap inserted midway between the nents. ‘

The Peters Creek Oridse falsework was completed and is ready for
backfilling. The PRA Resident Engineer states that the contractor will meke tune
approach fills as soon as possivle. 1% is contemplated to out traffic over the
bricse as soon as tds is done.

ff. aAnchorace Devot:

Moving has been going m continually curine the month. ivenything
has now been moved witn the exception of clean-up work around tae atside of the
building and the blacisutth iron on the porch. It is planned to nove the ges
punp after the new yard is groded down around tne shop area, This should e wi tidn|the next week or ten days, The five tor crane has not as yet veen swung on the rail
as no clectrical ruil wire was included in the order. As soon as tiis arrivesinstallation will preceed, A smaller cand operated crane has been hunz from tie
rail. this works very satisfactorily; and will continue to function until tre
electriczl wiring can be installed,

The yard ‘as been cross secti.ned and grading sti rted on the 29th,
Such of the surplus equipnent which was in front of the warehouse been movedto the back of the yard to make room for gracing operwtions. Bo TD~i9s

arrived

ore =2e
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and one of them was put on the Wooldridge carryall. The tractor operates fine end
has plenty of povier. It appears to be slow while loading, however it loads about
ten yards without the assistance of a pusher.

The warehouse has been completed except for a.little outside paint-
ing and the inner. doors of the elevator, The warehouse is completely moved and
is now operating from the new area, i. partiticn nas been installed to make a
reom betyeen the elevator sneft and the west building wall upstairs. This isutilized for storaze of office and enzineering supplies.

g Valley Rods:

Routine maintenance ami snow remov2l was perforred on all routes
with both tractors and motor patrols. Ditching was done where possible and all
culverts were kept open ami clesned out, During the latter pert of the month,due to rapid thawing, water formed on the road and numerous frost boils appearedalmost simultaneously on all roads, Gravel was hauled on the bad sections but
most of the roads became impassable on the 23rd and the 24th of the month. The
Palmer~jasilla road was asain passable for trsffie on the 22th and the Matanuska
road was 272in open on the 2¢th. Traffic in the Valley has been moving all month
but some of tuc sehcel bus Loops are in bed condition and the busses have had to
backtrace o1 dunerous octasions. “Ata the present weatter, £11 roads should be
in fair shape within a weex, ‘The Rodenburg Butte read went to pieces but gravel
was hauled and the bad holes filled, ;

h. Glenn Hishwarv:

Work done on the Glenn ilighwey consisted of snow removal during
the first few days of the montn, maintenernce with motor patrols durinz the entire
monta, removal of fslling rocks and clesnins ait of ditches cnd culverts. Exceptfor a bad frost doil at the top of tre Loose Creek Hill on the Palmer side, the
higway remained in excellent condition. ‘The neil was cleaned cui and gravel hauled
in, The higuway resained open to traffic all month. For tue first ti.e in many
years, no troubie was encountcred by hish waver in loose Creek. The Sausage nlacedlast spring turnec the water successfully back into the channel and uncer tne bridge,

4. Homer toads and Dock:

The approach bents have been driven, also tre triangle bent and
eleven piling in the dock, Two ten foot hents for the ranp to the approach have
been framed and the decking is out 2CC feet on the aporoacn. The dock should be
caupleted late in May. Crews are working idth the tides, starting as early as
4:00 a.iney AS swift currents make driving difficult during incoming tice or runout.

Routine maintenance with the mtor patrols was rerformed on the
Homer roads and sand and gravel havled in on the srots which shewsd signs of goin
to picces,

-j~ .
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j. Farm Roads:

98~ Homer East Ind Road - Work accomplished this month is as
follows: .

Cleared and stripped - - - ~2200 feet
Graded- - - = 4000 feet

Totals are: Cleured emi stripred~ - ~ - - - - 12,200 feet
Graced-- - eee een = 9,000 fect

3 eft to be graded was ieft wntil the frost is cut
of tne ground and it ‘4s dr up enoush to make greding feasidie,

mt

The Le
ied

ke Russian-tiver-Homer Road:

On the Kenai enc, maintenance was performed by motor patrols.anc the
boiler, Culverts wern vert open anc the ditches were kept clesned out to take th
surface water durinz rumorf, in the latter part of the month, melting snows caused
or the unusually wera weather finled all the depressicns throug wien the rozd
passes, causing water to rise cver the roed in numerous claces, As t.ese potholes
do not hive natural ¢rainage there is no war to lower tne water in many of then
until the frost goes out and it sinks into the ground. The roadbed, however, re-
mains solid and is passaole to trucks faving clearance enough so she motors co not
drown out. The Hower and cf the road remained in sood shape durin the runoff,
maintenance was rerforzed with motor gracers and all culverts were kept open.
North of Anchor River trere is still about one foot cf snow.

The Anctor River Bridge, is up and helted. Three Cuarter inch
machine bolts were sutstituted for sae af the 5f3 rio bolts in the tep cords on

pests, out will be changed 2s soon as the proper’ colts cen ce obtained, The fill
‘on the south end of the bridge is complete and the north end fill is new being made.

DLL:

Larson's last report iidicat.d all roads open with maintenance veing {
performed dsuily on all roids. Troucle is bein; experienced with all the equipment
and causes are uninow at tie present time, 1t is planned to send Hatchett down

tiat way the first of hay to look into the situstion. His report will be sudomitted

to Jumeau upon his return.
,

{
{

{

m. Kodiak:

‘Neintenance was performed on all Kodiek roads, with small roek
slides beinz removed from the base road, Foul Stover is lookins around for @

location for our gurege and equipment which be bettir situated than the pre~
sent hillside. te believes that we will ne better served by & leestion on

Bay road, and there appears to be avaiissie land in Lot 39 of wast Addition, sociax
Yownsite, UJ. Survey ilo, 2538. A ™7e comprehensive roport be suomitted
on tiis after all details hxve been ascertained.
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n, MeKinley Park:

Cold and windy during the first part of the month with drifting
of snow occuring daily. On the 9th the snow was removed from the west half of the
airstrip so light planes could get in, Glaciers are bad et the foot of Sable
Pass, end plens now are to clear tne road to 37 mile and ditch a small creek to
keep it out of the road wen tnawing occurs. The flat at Toklat is entirely
covered with ice with no gravel showing through.

Def from Cantwell arrived back at the Park on the 7th.

Oe Takctnas

Started overvenl of equipment and have all equipment in falr’ shape
to start road work. Trucks ti2t arrived last fall are in fair condition and need
very little work.

pe Mckinley Park-Susitna River Survey:

Harold Miller, Chief of Party, arrived in Anchoraxe
on the 20th. Ee reports fron L to § feet of snow at 20 mile and 5)

from
= feet 2v

Bruskana 35 miles out. Sverything is moved across the bad ground anc cached ay

35 mile, The Td\9l4 arrived during the month and & meciuanic was sent dom fram
the Park to check the machine. lLiiller went to Ketchikan on the 2lst énd was back
in Anchorage the next weec.

2. By Contract. -

A. dAnchoracve Vicrehouse, Contrast I-arc-l007, Gothberg Construction Co.

The warehouse was completed early in the month and the contrector
began moving his equipment awey from the site. There remains only the wooden

inner gates for the elevator which never did arrive from Seattle and the cutside
paintinz which is a small percentase of the jcb. Gothbers was in and stated
that he was on his vey outside on the 29th and would arrange to get the deors at
that tine.

ob. Asphelt Tens Farm Contract I-arceL036, 3-N-K Co.

Work has been somewhat speeded up tais month on all phases of
the job. The tank erection is completed, tracer lines have been fitted and wel-
ded and the asphalt lines in the pit menifold arc deck are complete. rection
of the boiler “ouse nas been started with the boiler set, stack in and ¢ riobing
complete. Exeavation for the scale house and scales is being sade and the Hot

Tanks anc Fucl Tanks are being fitted wath stean coils.
At the request of tne ARC, the contractor increased welding and

plumbing crews, Trouble is still being experienced witn the Urbs Aushins “ARC and tie«oe Ss slow on coopereting with both the A

Prime Caitractor.

The actual work is 75% complete om the entire project.

and Hieatins |
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ce Glenn Hishway A-l Scction,
Work was started during the month on strigpinz, and gradings, Actual

grading consists of dizzing cut soft areas between the hatanuska River Bridge ard
the Knik River and replacing poor subgrade with select gravel. The rock bluff at
the North end of Eklutna fluts is being drilled and shot and the roadway is being
widened and brougnt dow to a new grade, .

Engineering on the road is being done by PRA ergineers with five
parties in the field. Centerline, level, topog, and cross-section parties are
keepin; anead of the actuzl work and one party is cheexing final grade behind con-
struction.

Wy, Haapala, Resident Engineer on the job, estimates the wor as
being 7% completed, considerinz the entire paving project.

d. Glenn Uirhimy, 3-1 Section.

Alaska Road Commission Enzineers are working on the sectim, run-
ning certer line and levels. albert Torn, Tesicert “ingineer, is planning am

increasing his starfas scon as cur surverring equipmmt is in from tre Shaves
where it was: cent for overnaul and repair. He is at present uncerstaffed for
a job of that size, especinily as it of utmort urgmey tuet the works pe cone
pleted in a ghnort time. He now nas © for miles of line located :ith center~
line and levels run in.

<
od afh

abou

Werk has deen somewhat slow due to breaking in sreen crews, cut
this condition srould imrrove and work proceed more rapidly in the. future. Severai
temporcery transfers were made of enzineers from Vaidez District.

3 e JJeathe Te

; Yeather has veen somewhat varied during the month, runni.z from
@ storm thet started cr tne 3let of March and endinzy on the Stn of april, to 47
degrees above zero weatier that oceurred on the 22nd to the 25th inclusive. 4s
a whole the weather conditions were anout normel with the exception t.at no rain
fell during the ertire =cnth, ‘Warm temperatures felt during the latter part of
the month caused floodin; vhich our culverts were unable to handle, and as 2
result many roads thet should have withstood the springs thaw became saturated be~
low the surficing ond broke up. Another result of the rapid thawing was the
frost lesving all the reads simultaneously situ the result that equipment was
spread too thin to zive more than tenrorary relief on a few of the nain roads.
Total snowfall for the winter oroke all past records during tue monti.

4. Kiscellaneous,

New equipment is bevinning to shov up. Durins the monts we re-
ceived the new Bros boiler which was sorely needed, aiso two-Tl-19s, a 3/4 yd
crawler end § yd. rubber mounted’ shovels bot Bay Citys!, 5 5 yd. Reo trucks and
Lh new ford pickups. The boiler, the crawler shovel and tie two tractors nave
been put to work,

ene

OND
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af fa

Thomas Perkins, P-3, was released on the 13th of the month. v
Mr. Daub, accompanied oy his assistent, Mr. Carter, end lir. Bates,

Safety Engineer, arrived on tne 12th from Juneau on an inspection tar.
Uy. Ghiglione and Ur. Goodson arrived on an inspection tour on the

25th, and accommanied b; the District in -ineer spent the 28th, 29th, end 320th on 4
an inspection tour of the Kenai Peninsula.

Cook house was set up at Palmer for 3~1 ingineers. It is not

contemplated feeding PRA men at our camp. First meal will be on May 3.

Very truly yours,

Cup sim
Wn. J * reer

WIN smm District cngineer

Yo
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l. By Government Forces Gi} htue
& Anchorave Roads:

General snow renoval and winter maintenance was performed m all
the Anchorage roads during the monts, Weather turned warm early in the month
causing the heavy snow berms that were net out beyand the ditch lines to melt
and the roads with gater. The tractor equipment spent the sonta pushing
back the berns and cleaning out citches in an attemt to get rid of the water.
The main roads were open to traffic all month although due to thawing days
and freezinz nights they rutted faster tmn the graders could keep them smooth-
edup. Graders were put on a 10:00 Awiu., to 6:00 P.li., saift to catch roads
when they were tiawed.

The glacier on the Loop Road by the CAA shop started running and
building on the road and the snow anc ice was ke:t removed and a ciich out
across the road to take the water that was bypassing the culverts. Some gravel
was nauled and sprezd on the bad stretches, The Alaska Railrocd treck crains
drain into the road alone this stretch and these holes were filled with gravel
and kept smooth.

va
/c
e

A glacier which formed just outside the City limits on East '"G"
Street was thawed and dozed off the road ami the road raised a foot for one
hundred feet to keep tie ice and water off.

Spot sravelinz has been done on all spots witich show signs of break-
ing up under the trawing weather and heavy traffic.

>,

The entire hishiay to Palmer has been maintained by both metor
grader and tractor equipment. Berms have beenpusned back and ditches opened
where thawing has occurred. Snow was removed along merrill Field with a earryall
and culverts were opened to carry off the surface water. The glacier at the
South und of the Knik River Bridze remained active durin: the novti and a boiler
has been attendins it periodically when the culvert froze and tie ice showed

sicns of going over the road. The section of highway that wes surfaced by the
\Army is broken up and is very rouzh. aAppedrances are that the snow was not

wle

\ CaGaNfords.
apo<3
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Anchorace=-rainer Hizway?
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}
oft ge

plowed back from the shoulders and runoff water drained under the pavement De adi

into the subgrade. Subsequent traffis broke thesurfacingand mud boils Ara \
appeared on the entire stretcn. That portion tnat was laid down last year steocahas not croperly; cured end is also wearing away froi the surface causing J
Ghiick holes. Other than the section through the fort, however, the road is
in good condition, althoush roush between Palmer and the knik River BSridg

>

The temporar:’ oridge at Peters Creek was started on the 10th. Ice
has been shot clearing tie river, snow has been removed from the entire area,
and most of the deadwor finished. Sone troudsle has been experienced leveling
up for the caps but a coxpressor was nut to work and the frost drilled and snot
for level footing as the boiler was busy on the roads. Two oats nave been
erected complete with stringers and decking. The work should be completed within
two weexs.

ce Potter Hizhuay:

Routine snow removal and maintenance :dth the maintainers was per=
formed during the month. The snow was pushed back beyond the ditch line and
the ditches were opened with a pull grader to take care of the runoff. The
glacier at Rabbit Creek continued to give trouble but was taken care of with
a ditch through the ice along the road which carried the water into the creek.
Side roads were plowed free of the slush that formed as the accumulation of
ice left during winter plowing operatims thawed and broke up.

ad. Anchora-e Denot:

Moving has been carried forward along with the task of overhaul
of equipment for the fortncominzg seasm. The hydraulic lift has been in-
stalled in the garage and a canpressor utilizedto operate it until the com-
pressor from the old building can oe moved. The major portion ef the parts
have oeen moved and put away overhead. Garaze offices nave been moved to the
new location and a1] overhaul is sow in the new building, Steel for the mez-
ganine floor has arrived anu been put in with the exception of me oay which
had to be left free for the elevatian of the elevator snaft., All the elevator
parts have not yet arrived and it is not cmtemplated trying to instail it until
it is complete as this would necessitate the removal of the hoist now being
operated in the shaft, The five ton crane arrived ani the rail has been instal-
led preparatory to attaching the crene proper. The rail proved to be too long
and had tc be dapped to clear tiie steam lines in the building, This will not
affect its strength or movement in any way.

Carpenters are now building storaze racks in the warehouse and ware-
house supplies and provisions are being moved into the building. ‘The storekeep-
ing section of the Anchor:ge office hus been established in the room originally
planned ss the engineering office so the storekeeper can keep closer cncck m
the work of recuisitionins and supplying supplies to tue eaips. The emtreact
and ingineerin;s section is also runctioning in the new buildiny; thus greatly

~relieving the congestion in the oftices in the Federal Suilding.
an Doe
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The cook house in the new area was put in operation on the 10th to
handle the bridze crew and the crew for moving the garare and warehouse, The
quonset hut storaze in the new area collapsed“due to snow leading on the 5th and
has been partially dismantled. The ouilding does not appear to be severely dam-
aged and it is planned to re-erect it only efter the area is down to grade, It
can then be utilized for possivle warm storage.

e, Palmer Roads:

Snow was pushed bacic on the Palmer roads and ditches opened up to
allow the surface water to get away from the roadways. General maintenance
was performed witc the graders and low spots and places tnat snowed signs of
breaking up were graveled. All roads were passanle for the entire month.

f. Glenn Hi-nwav:

Snow was moved back on the nighway and ditcnes were opened up to
take care of the runoff. General surface maintenance was perforzed om tae
entire road enc it remained in fine snape during the montis Glaciers were active
and a crew was kept ousy chippinz ice and keepinz culverts open. The river start-
ed to undereut the road at King River on the 25th, mut was caught in tine to
prevent sericus cazayc, It is planned to ectend the drum oreaxwater to prevent
a@ reoccurance in the future.

ge Homer toads end Dock:

All dock materials arrived and hove been unloaded on the end of the
spit. Grammer and Perkins took soundings and hsve estavlished a definite loca-
tion for the deck face. Piling ordered ob: tne Territory were found too short
for a flotation of 23 to 25 feet as actual depths and covernins tides (with storms)
had not been detecrizined by the Territoby's representatives when the plans were
suomitted., Design drawinzs gave top of deck at Dlevaticn 22.0 referred to
Mot.L.ii. Local residents warned esainst placing the dock deck lower than the
old one which was @t Elevation 29.45 cecause of storms durin’ hish tides which
pile water into Kachemak sar, We are therefore ouildinz to deck elevation of
9.25 to make piling cutoffs at 27.C. The present face of dock is planned for
~20,0 contour on basis of 15 feet penetratim for piiinz, but there is a hish
spot of -0.17 in the oceun floor at tne center of the 120 foot face of the
dock. Perhaps this is a temporary conditim which may scour out when tie dock
is in, Again, if we find that we cannet set 15 feet of penetration when driving
the approach, it may be possible to wove the face out to -22.0 bottom contour.
The driver has been built end is set on false cents and the hoist mountcd. It
is planned to start driving the first of april with completion date estimated
at hay 15.

The thaw boiler and one grader has done necessary maintenmce on tie
reads and opened te culverts,

The End road has been surveyed to a point 450 fect west of the
corners of Sectiwis 22-23-26-27. «hen the road is completed to this point it
will serve all the hosesteadcrs new leected in that area with the exception of

&
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ow



Taylor ~ April 4, 1949. Page 4.

of one. The mile of additional road needed to serve thi's one man is not bee

LZ; bd
Cleared- - - - -

~
~ -10,000 feet phn ade

lieved justified at this ti.e. actual work accomplished is 43 rollovs:

batsGraded- 5,000 feet oe

h. Russian River-Hotmer ite d: \

Maintenance was performed on the Kenai end oy notor patrols and the
boiler. On the 2lst of the month the road became so soft tmt it was temporarily
closed to all heavy traffic. Cold niznts have subsecuently seen it being opened
for necessary traffic from midnisht until early morning while the frost was able
to carry the load. On the Homer ind the false work for the Anchor River Bridge has
been driven and capped and the bottom chord is in place. it is planned to set the
top chord from the river with the big crane if the river ice holds, if not, tne
bottom chord will be decked and the Speeder will work from the deck. Roadwork
consisted of snow removal and surface maintenance with the patrol graders.

i. Didlinghem:

Winter maintenance was performed on this route during the monta.
Larson was in on the 25th of the montn and reports that ne nas not succeeded in
keeping up the work started by Betts in February. He states tact as fast as
theyplow out a mile of road it fills up behind then. Now that the snow is wet tue
SnoGo will net handle it ana the starting motor on the 0-7 is down. New parts
were shipped for it the next day but nothing further has been received on tue
work. Plans now are to replace Larsam wits a foreman-mechanic-operctor, Wwe

have a line on severai such men in tuat area and decision wili be made when
someone gets down tiat way this sumer. The answer may be on hiring suca a man
on year round basis, The situation there is definitely bad and apparently be-
coming worse.

Je Kodiak:
Winter maintenance and snow remcval was performed upon the Kodiak

Roads during the month. Cverhaul of equipnernt wds carried on satisfactorily.
k. Talkeetna Roacss

Mulvaney went to Talkeetna on tne 25th, unloaded the truck and D-4
tractor and 30 barrels of fuel; crossed them on the ice and returned to anchor-
age on the 30th. The river was opening up and the move none tco early.

1. MeKinley Park: -
4

Frank Johnson replaced Chet Diess as forcnan in the Park this year.
He, with one mechanic left for tre Park on the 23d. Very little snow around
station and the freisnt that has been goine into the Park h:s been hauled and
stored, Grant Pearson, new Park Supervisor, was in and he advises that glaciers
are exceptionally bad this year, especially so up at Igloo.

onl yme
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m, McKinley Park-cusitna River Survey:

Harold Willer, ami one man, left Anchoraze on the 16th to start
freighting supplies for the survey. Reports were that tne miners nad broken
@ trail part way to the statim from Valdez Creek and were broken down. D-4
which went with uwiller developed fuel pumn trouble and oven after remecyinz
that, the werk oroved too muc:: for the sml1l cat. The 0-8 scheduled for the
Park from rairbanks was sent dowm to break trail for the smaller cat and drag,
it arrived on the 2lst anc was put to work with an operator from Anchors-e,
Last definite reports were toot ther had opened up a haul road to 20 milcs out
and progress was piccinzg up. It is expected that the DS will be through and
back at the Park in about 4 week.

2. By Contract

&@- Anchora~e Viarehcuse, Contract I-arcei007, Gotnbers Construction Co.

Partitions were completed, tile floorinz laid, plunbing in and
painting completed. ‘ie moved in on tne 25th of the month, but this did not
constitute an acceptance of the cuilding as arrangements had been made sbout
this with the contractor, The ouildcing should be complete, ineluding elevator,for @ final inspecticn on tre Sth of april. This does not incluce outside
painting which "ust wait for warner weather.

Three storage tanks have been completed including heating, coilslaid in the bottom in two of them. Piling was secured oy the ARC from the
Railroad for the trestle for the 12" line when it was found timt the LieK piling
was at uihittier under $ feet of snow. This was done to speed up tne fob and HK
will replace the pilin; to the Railroad from their stockpile. The driver was
started on the 9th, and the job of driving completed on the lth. The 12" vipe
was reconditioned manually efter it was found that the contractor was not 2ole
to optain suitable senddlastins equinmait. This work was completed on the 21st.
A strata of frozen and expanded clay «ms discovered in the subgrade under tank
three and the area excavated on the 1éth. Upon completion of the excavation, tue

‘e ARC immediately backfilled the area with 66 yards of select gravel.
8 ,Work on laying the dock line has speeded un eonsiderably and 604 of

the line is in place and welded. The floor slab of the pipe well of the pump

f s
e.

was found that it wes constructed in the wront position in the pump room, Zx-
cavation in the proper location hus been starbed, and the old slab covered un,
The error occurred when the contractor worked from an old plan and not fromi i

he

and boiler house wes poured on the 27th but after the pour was completed, it
‘
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Weather has been very moderate during the mmth. Started to thaw
-on the 27th of February and very little freezing weather was encountered until

5

Asphalt Tank Farm Contract T-are-4056, 3-¥-K Co.

revisea drawings that had been submitted to hin early in the moni

9 Ded nde tam wae
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the 30th of March. Snowfall started March 30 and about 8 inches of new snow

is on the ground which may hamper operatims somewhat for a few days.

he Miscellaneous: 4 ,

Water main leading down over the hill to the new area froze up on

the 2nd. ‘arm weather seems to h:.ve driven the frost down, Thawed dow to the
main on Pifth avenue and men worked 24 hour shifts opening up the line. Thawing
completed on the 4th and water -n the garace and warehouse again on that day.

Thomas M.cGovern, bridge foreman, arrived om the 9th and was

immediately sent to Hower.

B. D. Stewart, Jr., arrived from Valdez on tie i0th,to meet
Colonel Noyes.

Colonel Noyes arrived from Fairbanks on an inspection trip on
the llth.

Forrest R, Easterdsy, P-3, in off the Baronoff on the 25th. It is
planned to use him on easezent and rignt-of-way work .

Peter J, Bagoy came in over the Alcan Hisiway. He reports it in
fine shave. It is planed to use him as generel foresan of tae aAncnorate area
including Palmer Mountain toads ana the Glenn Highway. King and Bilodezu ere
to be retained as job foremen with Bagoy over botn of them. this will relieve
the office of many routine costruction and maintenance proolems, and coordinate
equipment between all areas in this locality.

Three steel girders 50' long were hauled over the roadkto Sey ard from
Kenai for bridge repairs at Valdez. Some difficulty wus encountered in setting
them around the corner at Schooner Bend Bridge out the back end of the trailer
was lifted with a cat dozer and slid over to clear the end of the bridge.

Albert W. Torn, P-3, arrived fraa the States. He will go on section
and property line ties and gravel pit locatiais on the Anchorate-Falmer Highway
and other roads, until contract work on Glenn B-1 opens up.

George li, Tapley and Marvin 5. Jenkins arrived from Juneau on the
29th on inspection of the tank Fara. They left for Valdez on the 31st.

Walter H, Daub arrived from Juneau on inspectio tour on the 31st.

Ellery Rountree, Equipment Engineer was in the 3lst. He is on leave
and is in reserve training with the 925th Aviation Engineer Group at fort Richard

Very_truly

son,

yours

White Je & eal
WJE sma District engineer

AEmi
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March 7,°1949.
Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief ingineer
Alaska Road Commission
‘Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Lonthly progress report for February 1949,
Southwestern District, Anchorage, Alaska

1.

@ Anchorage toads:

General snow removal and winter maintenance was performed on all
Anchorage roads. Heavy snow conditions and strong surface winds caused
considerable trouole due to drifting in the open areas and cuts, but roads
were kept passable excerpt for a few hours on the L6éth and 12th of the month.
During this pericd, winds reached a velocity of 53 miles per hour and cur
equipment was unaoie to remove drifts as fast as they forned. Dozers and
graGers work twenty-four hour snifts and succeeded in spasmoedically opening
one lane in the Spenard area and at iierrill Field and Uountsin View so
traffic could «cep moving. “ind died down on tne 1Sth end dozers were kept
busy widening and openings sice roads that nad become slusgzed. Graders be~
came worthless except for smoothing up behind the tractors , 2s the snow was
too heavy and berms too nish for then to operate. aA Dek «as we to work
cleaning berms cut of privete drives after the heavy wors Was accomplished.

A

yf

ic
e

The glacier br the CAa shop on the Loop moad was active during the fimonth and the boiler crew opened the culverts and chipped ice durin2 the f°
period. /

b.

The snow fence thet was erectcd by L.P.Gate Nucber 3, stopped all
drifting in that crea onc excent for intermitiant s-aall drifts between the
Katanuska iiver Sridse and Palner, no uncue trowole was encountered. On this
latter section, dozers reaoved the drifts as the; cccurred aid pushed theberms back off the snoulder of the roadway to prevent further trowole. The
wind kept this stretch open oy blowdnz the snow across the road. The slacier
at the south end of the Knik River Sridce became active during the month and
culverts were kept open during this time. Ice from overflow vias chipped off
the roadway. .

+ Potter Hishway

Routine snow renoval and maintenance with the .aintainers was per-
formed during the first part of the wonth. During the stromz surface winds on
the 16th, 17th and 15th, the stretch of road between Camphell Stating Road
and \sells Noad becene drifted full for its entirc lenzth. 411 availabie
equipment went to work and by double shifting the road was open and passable for

-l~
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traffic on the 17th. Cne lane vas kept open and wien the winds died dow
dozers pushed the drifts back. The iiszhway was made passabie for two lane
trafiic on the (Sth. On tye 27th, tre glacicr at Rabcit Creek became active
and had built two feet of ice on the road before it could be checked. The
boiler crew thawed and chipped the ice and cut 4 ditch through the ice so
it would drein over the bank into the creek. The cut is so narrowed by
frozen ice anc snow that the ereetion of a barrier is impracticable.

d. Anchore-e Derot

Parts bins have been nuilt upstairs in the garage and parts are
being moved from the old area. ‘The elevator arrived in part but as all the parts
are not here it seems ispracticabie to try to assemble it. Overhaul is being
carried on in doth shops.

During the month, the roof drains in tne north end of the warchouse
froze uncer the flicor and water pressure sprung a pipe joint, wits the result
that the cold storave secticn becane covered with two inches of ice. The boiler
was used to thaw the drains and the roof intakes were plugged. This will hive
no bad effect on the roof as the water will be forced to the drains that are
open through the warn storaze area,

@. Palzer "oadcs

. The wind blew continuously during the month causing drifting on
alcost 411 the roads. Crews worked double anc trisle shift during the worst
storms and kert travel over the sain arteries. Loss of cur only Snete on the
9th, severely nandicapped the efforts of the crews but by sending extra dozers
and graders from anchoraze, this loss .as somewmt offset. lost of the drift-
ing could nave been elininated by the we of double or trisle snow fence,
especially along the Latcnuska River and at Stephans on the wlain Hidway. It
is estimated that at least 15 <dles of snow fence is needed in the Valle:r, Cne
tractor with dozer was stati.ned at Vasiila and werked to advantase. It is plen-
ned thet next winter suow removal equipment will be Left thre with an experienced
operator who resides in Wasilla, and who will work as required. The mowitein
roads arc still plugged witn snow but werk is continuing on thes. Eosesteaders
have woved into old Knikx and that pisce of road has been added to cur ssaintenen-
ce in the Valley.

ff. Glenn tirhar
Unusual drifting wes encountered all threugh the month along the

Matanus«a River. Maintainers were kept busy on the road all maith clearing
snow as it feli ana as it sus blown in. Glaciers were active and a crew was
kept busy chipping ice off the road, weeping culverts open ani sanding the
worst stretches. On the 27th, three small slides came cown at 98 mile bout

ange
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they were dameciately removed without amr delay to traffic. Crews worled
overtin:1e keeping the drifts out andkceping ahead of the aliost continuous
snowfall, .

g- Homer Roads
Kasilo?® Roads

Snow renoval was accomplished on both these
projects.

At Kasilof?
drifting occurred

ca the 17th but the road was opened when the dozers fron
Kenai axrrived ae Lhasllo® two days later. The rozd was kept in good condition.
Glaciers were taxen care of on the Homer roads and sanding was done on the
worst stretches.

h. Russian River-Horer Wood

Overhaul progressing satisfactorily, and expect to have all equip~
ment in operating condition when constructio starts. The crusher nas are
rived in Seward anc plans are being made to get it to Kenai before the thaw
anc the roads becaue bad.

Heavy drifting of snow occurred on the 17th at Kmai and Moose River.
Dozers removed the seavy drifts and the road was open -for traffic by the 20th.

On the Homer end very little drifting occurred end the work during
the month consisted of general nainterance and snow rezoval. Flans are being
made to get the ancnor iver bridge started in ilareh, as well as the Homer
dock.

i. Diblin sham

Winter mainvenance was performed upon this route during the menth.
Thurman cetus returned to anchorage February

“a‘3
and reported the SnoGo

and tractor in soot repair, anu the work of snow cvalmoving rapidly. Double
shifting has been neecersar, during the month toKeep“tke roads open for tne
school bus as the unusually heavy snowfall] and high surface winds have caused
undue driftins curing the entire monta.

i ° Kodiek
Winter maintenance and snow removal was performed upon this route,

whieh was kept in good condition.

2. sy Contract

a, Anchorage warehouse, Contract I~arc-4007, Gothberg Construction
Company.

Gothberg was notified to proceed with the supplemental work on the
. warehouse on the and of the month, and imvediately started erecting partitions,+
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installing addivional wunbing and wiring. The work p. uressed satisfacto-
rily during the month with the partitions being completed, tne wiring finish-
ed and most of the plurbing hooked up. Asphalt tile for the floor arrived
in Seward on the 27th and the anR is trying to expedite it. The rest of the
plwabing is being left unfinished until the tile arrives and can be placed,
The parts for the completion of the elevator have arrived in the aR yards
in Anchoraje, but cannot be located in the tremendous backlog of freight.

Gothberg hes cleaned up soth floors of the building and mas given us his
OK to go ahead and start moving in. He has agreed thet this will not con-
stitute an acceptance of the building, i ,

-b. Asphalt Tank Farm ~ Contrect I~arc-4036, 3-i-K Co.

Snow removal on tank site has Deen completed, major materials stored
at site and sorted, The the tins operations of tenk area is approximately 25
complete, Piling anc necessar:” equipment is Located at the site anc driving
of piling is proposed ‘to start Laren 1, 1949. ALL amjor materiais are on hand
or on the wey, emozsh is on hand so that contractor is not hindered for lack
of materials.

3. ‘weather.
Weather conditions nave been exceptionally bed curing the last xonth.

The mean temperature was avout 13 degrees below normal, the coldest c.onth of
February on record. iLinimun tenperature was around 25 below zero. The wind
has blown steadily over the greater part of the district causing drifting of
the frequent snow falls.

4. Hiscellaneous.

Harold Willer arrived frou Ketchikan on February 3.
Claude Rozers was in on tne llth, going back to Heuer from outside.
Riehard Ganweil, P-4, Contracts ingineer, arrived cn the 4th.
Ed. Siladeau, local forenan, arrived frou the States on the 5th.
Thomas Perkins, Engineer, arrived for work om the 7th. It is planned

on hin. working here until the Paxson-Cantwell Survey opens up and
then he is to go on to the Valdez District.

Bill Fordan, P-3, Resident ungineer, arrived for duty m the 2lst. He
has been assizned on the tank farm to relieve Liller who is clean-
ing up snail office jobs and getting uaterials, equirment and crew
ready for the Cantwell-~PFaxson Surve;.

Niemi, left for an inspeetion tour of the Kenai Peninsula on the 23th.

Ver: you

District angineer
J.

WINK :mat

As



DSPARTASNT OF TiS INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMISSEONANCHORAGE, ALASKA

March i, 199.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief cngineer
Alaska Road Comaission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Snow Removal for Southwestern District, Anchorage Area.

During the first eicht days of thea month, work consisted of general
anow removal with maintainers and widening with two tractors. (Cn the
ninth the wind came up and threatened to block all roads. iiind died down
at 11:00 P.i., and men on shift finished cleaning drifts and went off
duty. All roads were passable at 5:00 A.M, of the tenth. On the loth
ten inches of new snow fell but was plowed back and roads were passable on
Sunday Feo. 13. wind cams up at noon Mesday Feb. 15, and crews went on
double shift to gt school buses and commiters home. Hired available opera=
tora and put all available equipment on twenty-four hour shift. Snow drif-
ted roads full faster than equipment could open it up. One cat and one
grader worked on 75~A at Lerrill Field and Zountain View und managed to keep
one lane open for traffic. wind blew ali day Feb. 16, and all roads were
blocked except FPalmer-Anchora-e Highway. Worked double shift and long hours
and had main Spenard roads, Potter roads and Sand Lake roads open for traffic
when the wind died down cu the moming of tre 17th. Graders were practically
worthless except for cleaning up arcer dozers as berms were too hign to work
efficiently and drifts were too heavy. On Friday 18th, all roacs were open
for traffic, but ail needed additional work as only one lane was open. Cm-
tinued double shift for another blow would have filled ev: rything completely.
Wind resained quiet and all roads were opened for two lane travel on feo. 21.
Rest of sionth spent on pushing berms back with dogers and cleaning up with
graders. 545 milea of snow removal were accomplished during the month.

681 miles of snow reuoval during the month ai this raita. There was
very little drifting as the road was protect<d exc: t between Balmer and the
Matanuska.bridge. Snow berms were removed and wind kept the road clear except
for occasional isolated drifts which were immediately removed.

936 miles of snow removal during the month. Tho wind was continuous
for the entire month blowing from 10 to 53 miles per hour. Roads were open
on first but strong winds on the 2nd filled tiem all. By double shifting with

- plows and Snogo, traffic was kept moving, wid died to 10 a.P.H. that evening
and the snow was pushed back with dosers so V-plows could work. 40 M.P.H. wind
came up the 9th, nulifying all the work that had been done, All cuta wore

1

-
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75 @ Anchorzze Reads:

75eL — Anchor2a*e-Palmer Hichway:

35 =~ Palmer-dasilia Roads:
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drifted full from 3 to 10 feet and dozera and Snowgo went on double shift to
open them up. Snogo broke down in evening and has been down all mmth waitingfor parts from the States. Sent another grader with wing blade from Ancshors.:e
on the 1LOth, to help cut. Seven inec:es of new snow fell the 12th and the wind
picked up, undoing all the work accomplished, ‘ent on triple shift on the main
highway with ell equipment and managed te keep traffic moving until the 16th shen
drifts at Stephans and the Alpine Inn blocked tha read completely, Wind died down
on the 17th and the Glenn Highway was opened, also the road +> Wasilla. 3y
triple shifting all main rosda were ovendd up by the 1éth. The wind continued
blowing at Palmer steadily at 3 to 16 miles per hour with 20 to 40 mle custs
the rest of the mcnth. Jy double-shifting during the worst spells all roads
have been kept passable.

96-3:
Conditions on 96-5 have been about the same as the Palmer roads with

524 miles of snow removal, being acconplished curing the month. Cmtinuous winds
along the Latanuska River with fresh light snew evury few days made double
shifting a necessity to maintain travel ower the road. Moderating tonperatures
on the 27th caused three smali slidex at 9S mile but thcse were reuoved without
any delay in traffic.

At Kenai hcavy snows and interuittant winds caused no undue trouble until
the 13, 18 and 19, when the road at Kenad and cose Hiver drifted full to a depth
of 2 to 6 feet. Dozers removed the drifts and roads were open on the 20th. Snow
removal for the month cansisted of 466 miles including 5 miles of drifts.

At Homer no or very little drifting occurred and work cosist-d of routine
anow removal aftey the frequent snowfalla. 62 miles were totaled curing the
month,

98-D Kasilof~Roads:

35 miles of anow removal including me mile of & ft. drifts which blew
in on the 17th. Doser removed it two days later,G

Debts returned to Anchorage Feb. 4, after getting the road to the
hoscital open. Larson was working on the Wood diver road, when he left. Roads
drift full iamediatoly after bei.‘§ plowed which seens to discourage him.
No report received as yet on present road conditions.

QQ, dada
L.A HATCHET?Ass't. Dist. inginser

- LAs mm

55—t
~ Kenai~Homers

92eR ~ Dillinchamewood River Road:



ALASKA ROAD GCBUISSLON
Anchoraze, Alaska

February 2, 1949.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Sngineer .
Alaska Road Comuission
Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly prosress report for January 1949, Southwestern District,
Anchoraze, alaska. wv

1. ByGovernmentForces
a. Ancnorare Roads

‘

Cea ae ten a ee a a ee oD \bi
Snow removal and winter maintenance was verformed on all the

Anchorage roads, The glacier on the Loop Road by the CAA shoo becked up
anda started over the road, the culverts were thawed out, ice chipved off the
road and oil burners placed at the culvert entrences to keen the watcr Zloving.
The tractors with blades were nut to work om widening on all the roads as the
unusual amount of snow fali could not be removed with the clows on the craders.
The roads have been bladed down to the zrevel in most places anc are in ood
Shape. The snow this year is too neavy for the mraders to hencle and quite a
bit of trouble develoned with the eauinment. The AC grader broke in half on
the Palmer Highway and several cases of breken bits, me moldbeerd, anc the
wing on another machine was damaged several times. ‘

b. Anchoraze-Palrer Hishway

Two small slides came dow at the south end of the xnik River
Bridge on the $th. They extended across the road but were easily renoved with
dozers and sraders. Traffic was not nalted more than a few minutes Liorday
morning. The slaciers were very active curing the thaw and culverts were tnay-
ed and fence erected. The excessively heavy snow fall wade it necessary to use
the dozers to push the bersas back so the graders could clear the road of snow.

c. atenuska VelleyRoads
work on these roads consisted of snow removal, sanding, and

widening of snow bers tirown up by the Veplows. During the early part of
the month, the glaciers were quite active and culverts were opened, ditches
cleaned out and rlacier fence was erected. During the last half of the month,
snow fell until all reads were blocked and the crews worked overtime to keen
school bus routes open. A fifty mile an hour wind has been blowing for the
last week which blocks roads almost as soon as they are ovened un. ‘The Snoco
is the only machine which will cet rid of the drifts and it nas been working
overtine. Two additional men were hired and double shifts started. Two :sore
cats were sent from Anchoraze.to help wusi the berms back so the V-plows would
be of service, The roads to the Susitna minins district have been closed all
month by slides which came down curing the warm weather on the 9th and 10th of
the month. They are comeosed of dirt, trees and snow and the Snogo will not

on}
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handle them, so a cat has been busy all month on that project.
d. Homer-Russian River Road_

work in this area consisted af winter maintenance, snow
removal, and ecuivaent overhaul. Over 1400 miles of snow removal was
accomplished to vermit freightins ama zeneral traffic, ands. freight cold
move from Seward. Frank Jolmson returmec and is stayins at Russian River

Kenai River. The PRA rood is cettina narrow and

selsto take care of the zlaciers that are coitinually siving trouble alonz the

\2
:

hn

&NQ Snow YusoVal WAS berLormed on tae homer roads.

ee Dal“ incvham.

Betts left for Dillingham on the lath, and found thinzs in
pretty bad shape. de requested a new notor for the Snogo which was sent
down and installed. The Snowo was plowinz snow the dav after the motor was
received. Snow has been abnormal there and drifts vary bed. Mo report hes
been received recently out the road situation should be consideruoly improved.

f. anchora.re Desot

The garaze crew is busy on winter overhaul of equipment for
ndxt seasons work and on keeping the present snow plovdinz ecuionmt on the
road, Several sieces of equimaent have been comoletely overhauled ineludinz
three tractors thst were imasdiately put to work on snow removal. The AC
erader was repaired by inserting a sleeve in the tubular steel fraue and weld-
ing reinforcing pletes in clace,

Parts bins have been built in one querter of the upper floorof the garage and lumber purchased for additional bins and racks in the
maining area, The steel for the mezsanine floor was also hsuled and has been
put in place.

2. BY COcTRACT

&- Anchora:e “Warehouse,Contract J-arc-4,007,GothberzConstrictiai Conoany.

work on the warchouse is almost womoleted but due to the delay
of some of the shicments by the railroad, the building is not ready for inspec-tion and ocecurancy. Even after accentance, money should be retained to take
care of outside painting and finishing which cannot be done until weather
moderates.

=2u
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The railroad has evidenély mislaid one box of elevator narts so
that is not yet installed. It is also new apparent that a change in the
wiring is essential for efficient operatian.

b. Garaze Heating Chanzes

Short Tera Contract - anchorage Installation Company.

Chanzes were made in the heating of the geraze as revised on
the plan wnoich included lowering the vresent units and addins four new ones
in the work area and instaliin= ther.ostat in office. Uoticeable difference
resulted in heating the floor level.

¢. Asvhalt Storing and Handling Facilities ~ ContractI-arc-L086-
Benim K

First materials for the tenk farm arrived durin the sonthn
consistins mostly of :mocked-cown tanks in crates. Uaterial was hauled to
Site and stored in the truck loading area, or placed in LK warehouse.

H.c.Shircliff, District Snzineer for i-K Co.
advis

ed tauis office
that actual field constructicn will commence iimmediately efter she 1st cf
February. D.D.Xaiser will be cuildinz suverintendent, am Jaiserriatank
suveryntendent, Their plan is to erect me tank 1s ravidly as nossible to
provide storase for such materials as nipe insulatia.

The contractor advises that three subcontractors will be en~
gaged on the project as follows:

,
Opuacs .

Urban Plumbing & Heating Comcany, Seattle, on vipinzg and power hours;
City Electric of Anchorage, on electrical work;
hie F. Goggans of anchoraze,on painting

A form waw prepared and delivered to the contractor on which was
tobe indicated the Proposed

Construction
Programe. This has not yet been com-

pleted, as the local rerresentativesof M-K Co. wish to consult with their Chief
Engineer before returning it.

36 WEATHS2CONDITICHS

Temperatures in the first ten days of the month were above normal
with the thermoneter reading plus 32 degrees on the tenth of the month.
the 17th it dronved to minus 17 dezrees but was back up to 15 above on the
19th, and staved above zero for the remainder of the month,

, The snowfall was the heaviest yet recorded for Anchoraze for the
month of January with a total of 36.1 inches. These abnormal comditions

ak
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existed over the entire district which resulted in numerous problems
and long hours in keening traffic moving and roads open.

he MISCELLANEOUS

Foreman King from Palzer returmd from States on the L7th.

Two new Ford Pickups arrived in Anchorate. It is planned to
give one to King and use the coupe he now has in the Anchoraze Area. ’

The cost accounting is slowly goinz ahead with Grammer and
Van Zanten doin= most of the work m it.

Grammer finished his man work on the Fairbanks survey.
' Wa J. Wiemi, District Sngineer, arrived at Anchorace,

January 22, from Juneau, as transfer from the Bureau of Reclamation, Washinton.? > 9

H.O.white returned fram the trip to the International Harvester
factory and Juneau conference on the 22nd,

Several boxes of surolus ecuinment have been received from the
States, They contain in whole a 16 ft. boring bar for Sterlinz Marine Encines
plus special tools for servicing. Their value is contained only in what netal
can be salvaged for the shops. Received also from tne States one stean towing
winch for a heavy duty tuzseat. This mterial and equipment was procured by
Juneau from War Surclus in the Continental U.S.

LL
Wn. J.
District Engineer

WIN sm
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~~ 6 URONEE REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Pe

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
SBUREXGKAEAKAK.

Anchorage, Alaska

January 6, 194

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, 4.7.0.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern
District for the month of December, 1948. d

Pelmer Areat

Activities in this section consisted of winter maintenance,
enow removal, end overhaul of equipment. During the early part of the
month the ginciers began to work rapidly, especially in the Matanuska
Valley, end required daily attendance of thaving crews.e. Numerous
fences and varricades were erected to xcep the ice from forming on the
road surface. all roads remained icy during the first half of the
month, end considerable sanding was done in order to provide a safe
driving surface. The last ten days of the month snow started to fall,
accompanied by winds and all available equipment was put to plowing.
The 511 tandem-drive grader borrowed from Glennallen was most useful
during this period. It was necessary to work irregular overtime
in order to keep ell roads open and safe for traffic.

Russian River-Eomer

Work on this section consisted of winter maintenance and
equipment overhaul. Zxtreme cold weather was experienced, especially
around Kenai, and some bad glaciers have begun to form on the road.
The Coopers Landing road is in very poor shape, with many sidehill

¥gieciers, end our equipment was off the road several times. Inventories
at both Kenai and Homer were completed, end work begun on overhaul of
equipment. All equipment along the road was brought in to the depots.
Necessary winter maintenance end snow renovel was performed on the
Homer local roads.

Anchorase Roads

Winter maintenance and snow renovel was performed as conditions
dictated on this section. Roads were icay during the first part of the
month, and glaciers were active. The thawing crew was xept busy putting
in drain ditches and placing barricades were possible in order to stop
ice from forming on the road surfaces. <All roads were plowed several
times during the month.
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Anchorage-Palmer Road

As on the other roads in this area, thawing crews were kept
,

\
busy working on glaciers most of the mohth. Considerable sanding was \

necessary aa the read eurface was very icy most of the month. Barricades \
were placed in several spots along the road to prevent ice from forming
on the roed surfacd. These were constructed of corrugated roofing iron
placed against staxes frozen into the ice, of building paper and chicken
wire, end of canvase Snow removal was performed as necessery, it being
the policy to keep the snow bladed right down to the road surface. The
road was in good condition ¢«°] monthe

Anchorere Desot
Pouring of concrete on the second floor of the garage building \

was completed. ‘wnen neat was put into the building it wes found that the
main working space in the garage was not warm enoughe A contract was let
to put in additional heaters and to lower the existing heaters. Steel for
the additional mezzaxnine was received during the month.

Operation of the camp in the depot yard was suspended about the
middle of the month.

Work on the warehouse building progressed slowly. One boiler
was placed in overation and work on jacketing both boilers and the piping
continued. Partions were placed and some of the windows glazed. Tae
contractor is still short quite a bit of material.

A tank was purchased to provide gasoline storage when tne gas
pump is moved to the new depot.

The garage crew kept in repair equipment being used on winter
maintenance, completed inventories, and overhauled several pieces of
equipment.

Miscellaneous

; fo reports have been received to date frou outlying districts.
On December 28 a wire was sent to Dillingham to inquire if the SnoGo was

operating and if the roads were being plowed. No answer has teen
received. It is believed that both wires were routed wrongly, having
addressed to Kanakanek. We have since discovered that direct service
to Dillingham is now available.

Foreman Rogers from Homer is on annual leave in the States
and will return about February 1.

Very truly yours,

Ld
Be De Stewart, Jr.
Acting Superintendent
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BLACK

From Ghiglione Road Commission Juncau Alaska December 31, 1948

fo Stewart Road Commission Anchorage

Re Situation Report Cecember eleven confirm that farm road west from Wells

junction Potter road has been gravelled to railroad along center section seven

and advise status road west of railroad

AFC sXK
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ADORKES REPLY TO \
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JOXUEXWAAKASA.

Anchorage, Alaska

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, 4. PR. Co
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Following is the situation report from the Southwestern
District for the month of Novenber, 1940s

Palmer Areat Lit
All work except routine maintenance was discontinued the

middle of the month, due to lack of funds and cold weather. Foreman JlKing was called to the States about the 15th and Foreman Dye has been
in charge since his departure.

Crews were cut to the minimum required for satisfactory
winter maintenance, there being one man with a large motor grader
end snow wing at the camp east of Sheep Mte, a foremen, grader
operator, end two truck drivers at Wienie Lake, and men as required
working out of Palmer. All roads in this section are quite icy at
the present, and it has been necessary to do a great amount of sanding,
especially on the Glenn Highway. To date, there has been little work
necessary on glaciers, though some are beginning to show up.

The telephone at Palmer was moved to the ARC. office, with
_

an extension bell in the garage, so that better communication can be
had with crews. An Adams 511 grader was brought over from Glennallen
to essist in winter maintenance of the Valley roads, the present
machines at Palmer being old and in very poor condition, and none of
them large enough or fast enough fofsome of the heavy snows and drifts.
The garage crew was cut to three men, who are engaged in getting in shape
some of the heavy equipment known to be needed next season. The Anchorage
shop will be too busy moving to the new building and getting out eouipment
stationed in Anchorage to do any of this work this winter, but following
that it should be possible to discontinue the Paluer garage as such.

In the Kenai area, all work was suspended by the 20th. Graveling
was stopped prior to that time, due to cold weather, but the clearing
crew was worked longer in order to corduroy a long swamp about five
miles south of the Kasilof River. The grading crew also worked longer
than the gravel crew, and graded up a wet sidehill about three miles

~
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south of the Kasilof River, freezing weather making this work easier
due to the wet ground.

All Mile Posts from Russian River to Kasilof were put in,
the camps closed, and work started on the inventories. <A start was
made on hahling in equipment which had breken down-along the road,
and this work was nearly completed by the end of the month. Some
equipment secured from the Army and stored in Seward, was moved to the
Kenai. depot. This consisted of three Cass tractors, two De4 tractors,
3 Euclid tractors, three Oskosh trucks, and one gravel loader.

It was necessary to dig a new well at the Kenai depot, the
old one having been contarinated by overflow of the cesspool.

dn inspection trip to this section was made by Assistant
Superintendent Hatchett late in the month, and plans made for overhaul
of equipment.

In the Homer area, graveling near Anchor River was carried on
until the middle of tne month, covering wet ground just north of the
river. Loading and heuling of bridge steel was completed by Nov. 15,
and the small shovel moved to Anchor River. The weather being favorable
at that time, it was decided to go ahead with erection of the Anchor
River bridge, end Foreman Gunderson and crew of three men was sent to
the site, from Glennellen. Using the large dragline as a piledriver,
the steel bent on the south side of the river, and one false bent, were
driven, but in the meantine extremely cold weather came on and the river
started to glacier. Attempts vere made to keep a channel open but
those failed and the entire velley became covered wita about three feet
of ices It was necessary to do some dyking to keep the camp from being
flooded, and the steel yard began to glacier up. Under these conditions,
the crane could not work out into the stream, so the camp was closed and
the crew sent home. Strinping and corduroy work was also halted lete in
the month, cold weather and darkness resulting in inefficient oreration
of the camp.

,

All equipment was moved in to Homer, except the large dragline,
for wintor overhaul and inspection. The light plant at the Homer depot
gave trouble during the month, the connecting rods and crankshaft going
out, but repairs were accomplished.

Anchorage Roads:

Work was continued until about the 20th of month on graveling
the Spenard road from the top of Romig's hill to Deadman's Curve. Cold
weather was experienced during this time, but it was deemed adviseable
to continue until this section was completed, due to the heavy volume
of traffic over that section and the manner in which it broke up last
spring. About 18 inches of gravel was placed over most of the distance.

The gravel was then moved to the Potter road and gravel
placed on the line which had been started toward Campbell Creek. ad

fill across a swanp was made, bringing the road to the railroad, and from
there a dozer was started on cldaring out the right of way toward
Campbell Creek, Ii is the intention to secure a passable wintor road
that will servo the homestenders and to get the line brushed through
while tho ground is frozen.



Moet of the local roads were bladed up before the ground
froze, and as a consequence they should remain in fair shape all winter.
They are all icy, though, due to rain that fell about the middle of the
month just after a heavy snowfall, followed by extremely cold weather.
Sanding has been done on the worst sections. Some giaciers have made
appearance, especially on the lower end of the Potter road, but only
that portion being used by the school bus is being maintained.

This road was in fair shape during the month. The surface
was bladed well tefora frecze-up, but as in the Valley and around
Anchorage, the thaw in the middle of the month, followed by cold weather
resulted in a sheet of ice covering the road. Attempts had been made
to blade tae snow down to the gravel but it was not rossible to get this
work done before the ics formed.

Some glaciers have formed, especially on the hill just north
of the Moose Eorn Lodge, on Peters Creek hill, and north of the railroad
crossing at Mile 146. Maintenance crews have placed barricades at these
glaciers, some consisting of sheet iron roofing against posts frozen into
the ice, some of canvas, and some of chicken wire netting backed with
roofing papere These barricades successfully hold back the ice and
prevent it from flowing across the highway. hen not working on these
barricades, the maintenance crew has been occupied in sanding the worst
places.

The sub-contractor on Section A, Stock and Grove, ceased
grading operations on the loth, the weather being too cold. The line
change east of the Zast Gate is about 75% complete. Considerable
stripping was done on line changes between tiile 14 and the Fire Lake
racdhouse. W;qening of sub-grade between the Knik and Nata nuska bridges
is nearly complete.

Anchorage, Depot:
Sufficient grading was dene around the new buildings so that

the spring run-off would not bother them, and a large parking area
built up north of 4th A ve. The fuel tank was completed and placed
in position, the stack raised, and work begun on installing the oil
burners in the furnaces. dbout half of the concrete flooring on the
secod floor of the garage was voured, but the weather then became too
cold to proceed. ‘Work on the warehouse progressed all month, but some
items on order were lost when the Railroad barge sank.

The camp located in the new yard was operated all month, but
cold weather cade the buildings very uncomfortable and the water supply
Was a probleme

The garage crew kept in repair the equipment being worked in
this area and overhauled some items secured from Surplys. dn Adams 511
grader was placed in service late in the month, a welcome eddition to
equipment being used for snow removal.

ad

Anchorage~Palmer Sections



Miscellancouss

Foreman Stover reports that he completed repairs to the
Karluk bridge on Novenber 20th; also that he was shipwrecked on the
return trip to Kodiak and had to remain at Halibut Bay for two weeks,
arriving at Kodiak on Dece 8. No other reports have been received
from this section. .

Grading operations at the tank farm site were completed
as much as possible. The Railroad was unable to move the vower pole
until the latter part of the month, as they were waiting for the
post hole digger to return from Haines. They then set a new pole
and transferred most of tne wiring, but the original pole still stands,
and it nas large pile of earth still around it that must be removed.
No glaciering has been observed on the site, but across the road, the
Standard Cil Company is having a bad time with ice. Water is seening
out along their north fence line and glaciering~in the upper row of tanks.

Assistant Suserintendent Grammer returned from duty in the
Fairbanks District and is takinz a small anount of leave.

a start has been made on keeping equipment records posted
monthly with tne start of a new cost accounting year, and it is hoped
that this will materially shorten tae time required to work up the
costs in tue future.

Very +

. (Eb,
Be D. St
Acting Superintendent

ruly yours

ewart, Jr
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November 5, 1948

Mr. Ike P, Taylor
Chief Engineer, 4. Re Co
Junean, Alaska

9
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Dear Sirs
. . J .

Following is the situation report from the AnchorageDistrict for the month of October, 19483

Palmer Roads

The Palmer roads were maintained throughout the month and
evidently are in fair condition. No opportunity for an inspectionhas arisen yet. Foreman Xing has been on leave for several weeks, butForeman Dye reports that graveling on the Knik road and the Hayfialdroad has been completed, and that the crew was moved to Matanuska to
£111 in a small bridge which is being replaced with a culvert.

; A new crossing of the main line of the Alaska Railroad was
\ put in by making a short line change just east of Yasille. Bettervisibility is given by crossing the railroad at rignt angles.

Greding operations were carried out on the Pittman road,about three quarters of a mile being complete by the ond of the month.

McKinley Park

Operations in this area were suspended the latter part ofthe month. Inventory of parts was completed, and equipment for springsnow removal overhauled. Foreman Diess was transferred to the Anchorage
shop.

Russian River = Homer

An inspection trip was made to this area tne last few daysof the month, flying first to Homer, then to Kenai, by car to Seward,and plane back to Anchorage.
The grading and graveling camp is set up at Anchor Pt. River,with graveling nearly complete to the camp. The Northwest dragline wagstill on the south aide of the river, but will be moved across in a few

days. Wet ground on top of tha hill north of the river has been
corduroyed and is ready for grevel. The stripping camp is located at
Stariski and has worked to a point about a mile and one half north ofthe creek. The camp will move up there in a few days. The weatner has
been very wat but is beginning to tighten up nowWe

35/79



An inspection was made of the proposed East End extension, and
it was found that the “LY line, as submitted on our sketch, is definitely :the best location. As there are a number of homesteaders on east of oatFritz Creek, most of whom have children of school age, it would be most OSdesireable to at least put in the creek crossing this fall and rough in|;

the grade so it can be used during the winter months. Please adviseus \,

>
about thisas soon as possible.It was found that the heating plant in the Homer garage is very
erude and dangerous, consisting of a drun with a Bicce of pipe drippingoil into it. dn effort is being made to secure sometuing more suitable.

At Kenai, graveling is still being done with the two Euclids, the
carryalls are working out of the camp at the xasilof bridge, and the
clearing crew is still working. There is a large swamp to be corduroyed
and then this crew will be laid off. ‘Work on the Kasilof béidge was
completed the last week in the momth. Due to heavy rain during the
month, it was necessary to go back and regrade about four miles of road
that had been completed in September. Mud was hauled off the gade and
sand hauled in with carryalls.

The road from Kenai to Kasilof is now open to all traffic, algo, of ..
course from Seward to Kasilof.

A trip was made to Milo 58 on the Seward-Hope road, where it was:
found that Munter was putting in footings for the firet large bridge, whPomeand Lytle and Green had seve ral miles of road roughed out but Ard "ge{than a mile completed. :

q Pr

Surplus equipment stored in Seward was inspected and a decision
mado on whet to ship to Anchorage and what to take to Kenai. District
Mechanic Peterson accompanied me on the trip.

Anchoraze Roads

The Anchoragg local roads are in fair condition. Hfforts have been
made to blade up as much road as possible before frseze-up, especially
the most traveled sections. Graveling of part of the Spenard road, from
the top of Romig's hill to Deadman's Curve was started but has been
hampered by breakdown of the shovel and a shortage of trucks. Foreman
Bilodeau was placed in charge of the local work, with headquarters at
the new garage yard. Intermittent snow storms and thawing weataer
during tne day resulted in all roads being very slippery at times, with
consequent trouble from inexperienced drivarse Sgnding was done as time
and personnel permitted.

—
_—

—
—
—

Work on this section was suspended on October 20th. At this time
@ passable road had been secured as far as the Potter section house.
About three quarters of a mile remain to be completed to grade and width
on that section. The grading equipment was moved to the new garage yard
and tank farm site, with the gravel crew going to the Spenard job.

Anchorage = Palmer

This section of road was in good shape all month. The Eagle River cleatbridge was placed in service early in the month, to the great relief of |

\all concerned.

q.
Anchorace = Potter

Ss


