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SUBJECT: Monthly progress ‘yeport for September 1949, Anchorage District,Anchorae, Alasia,

1. By Government Forces. .
.

. fo?
a. Anchorage Roads: ' fe

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage
roads in good condition curing the month. Late in the month the bridge
crew started work on the lower Ship Creek bridge. It was planned to re-
place mly the runing plank but upon investigation both the running plenk
and deck proved to be worn out. Present plans are to replace the decking
with availeble 3 inch vlank and cover it with asphalt macadam as soon as
possible, probably next spring. ‘ork will be carried on at night because
of the heavy traffic during the daylight hours.

be Potter Road:

Gravelling and regrading of the Potter road was completed this
month and the camp shut dow on the i/th. Maintenance with the motor gra-
der completed the work am left the road in good condition, Sections of
the road threugh the nuwnerous swamps already show some signs of settlement
and may have to be brought up to grade ahead of crushed rock surfacing,
and when this is done. Culverts were placed at access road approaches and
,the Campbell Cree: elephant hut crossing was rivrapped with heavy rock to
prevent washing.

Cc. Anchorage-Psimer Highway: ¢

. Maintenance during the month by the contractor continued lax and
the road between Anchorase and Mountain View became so rough and rutted that
Alaska Road Commission eguipment was put on it for one and me half deys in
the middle of the month to keep it passable for passenger cars. The bailey
bridge was moved from Goat Creek to Ship Creex wnere it was erected com
stream from the old crossing. ‘The old bridge was torn out ana a new structure
200 feet long constructed. This bridse was backfilled ani opened for traffic
on the 26th of the month. The new bridge was painted highway yellow and

\reflectors installed on the approach guard rails. Bolts ami bolt heads on theEagle River bridge were wire brushed and painted, end those bolts that were }

left out during construction were put in and all bolts tightened.
Bolts were re

also tightened on the Knik River Bridge, .
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G@. Anchorave Devot:

One drainage culvert was installed between the garage and ware-
house over the water line and work was started on completion of the quonset ,
hut. A contract was awarded Pioneer Electric for installation of electri-
cal wiring in the garage for operatio of lath, milling machine, overhead
crane, Lighting fixtures and elevator. ‘tlork is to be completed during the
month of October,

‘

@, Valley Roads:

Motor graders performed necessary maintenance du.ing the month on
all the Valley roads. One 36" culvert was installed on 75=L to reviace ean

old log bridge and 105 yards of sravel was hauled for the fill. Two neces-
sary culverts were instalied on Edlund road, Clark road was spot gravelled
where the surface had gone to nieces,

f. Mountain Roads; ‘

Necessary motor grader maintenance was performed on the mountain
roads during the mmth. Roads were flazgzed with poles for winter snow re~
moval,

g Glenn Highway: . .

That section of Glenn Bel from Palmer to Kings River, Mile 67,
was turned over to tne contractor for maintenance and our crew at &S Nile
was cut.down to two men. The camp is also handling the Glenn B-l engineers
on that end of the work. At 115 we have one maintenance man with a
grader. The engineering forces for Glenn 2-2 are headquartered at Wile 115
camp, The road was maintained in good conditim curing the month.

h. Homer Roads:

Ditches on all the East road ani the worst sections of tne Hiil
road were cleaned out andall culverts have been cleaned and staked on all the
local roads. The maintenance crew was laid off late in the month to remain
off until winter conditions warrant their rehire.

i. _Russian River-Homer Road:

Lumber ordered early in the seasm finally arrived at Seward end
has been hauled over the road to Kenai, With old timbers on hand we have
enough material to complete bridges at both Ninilchik River and Deep Creek,
Plans are to contract the lighterage of tiie lumber from Kenai down Cook
Inlet to the bridse sites rather than try to move it overland over 15 miles
of ungraded road. Piling for both bridges will start about October 15 with
completion in about one month. Stripping between Homer and Kenai was com
pieted early in the month but grading is going very slowly due to almost con~
tinuous rains, Crews have teen reduced to a minimum andall gravelling shut
down for the seasai. All efforts are being concentrated on drainage and
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working dow dry cuts. Regrading be necessary before gravel surfac~
ing next spring, but a passable road will be available for use after the
freezeup. At Homer a gravel pit has been ‘secured from Mr. Crosby a home+
steader, The pit has been stripped but due to wet weather late in the month
the gravel crew was laid off before any mterials could be taken for the road.

The Gruendler crusher was put in operation early in the month for
an extended test but after several days operation the gears in gear boxes wore
out due to lack of lubricants, This has been discussed in previow corres~
pondence, and replacenent will be made by the suprlier of the machine due
to inadequate design for proper applicant of lubricants.

. gj. Farm Roads:

Work on the. Pittman Road was carried tarough to completion earlyin the month. Grading went very well, and that portion of the road that
was not built on gravel was gravelled with the carryalls. The first section
of this road, which was mercly stripped last season, was graded and ditched.
As this was all gravel base very little work vas needed to makea good road
out of it. hotcr graders finished the ditches and grade after rough grading
was done with the cats and

carryalls.
The dozer—bladewidth road from Pitt-

man to Big Lake, approximtely83 miles in length, is passable to passengerears and it is planned to send agrader down the road to the lake when one
is available in that area,

Bruhn's grading crew moved from the Pittman Road with their equip-
ment and started work on ihe Jonesville-#ska Mine Road early in the month.
The old camp at Sutton S placed into operatim, with equipment working on
the road from botiu the Suttvon and the Jonesville ends. Although the. work
consisted of saie heavy cuts ard fills, haul cistences were very short and
in most instances the work could be done with the dozers. The route is the
most part in gravel. except for about one half mile in the flats borderingBska Creek, Some difficulty was experienced in getting a right-of-way for
a railroad crossing fron She Alaske Railroad on the steep grades of this
spur railroad but a satisfactory locction was agreed-upon, Our forces will
have to keep the

oe
clean of snow during the winter months. The new

route is aporoximetely3.5 iiles in lemgth end eliminates all the steepgrades and blind curves ss the old route, Completion is expected in late
October,

At Kasilof work was started on the South Kasilof Road early in the
month, ‘ Four tractors and two graders have done most of the work on this road
which will be approximately seven miles long in good to excellent #zround,Actual work accomelished this month on the route is 4 niles cleared and strip-
ped with 2 miles graded and 1 iaile surfaced.

Wasille-farkWork has started on gravelling the remaining 10 miles of the, roadduring the last week of the month. The one half yard truck mounted Zay Cityshovel has moved from Anchorage to this job, together with the new Ford
trucks. Ralph Dye, local foreman, is handling the work with the crew of
drivers from Palmer, Work is progressing very satisfactorily ani should be

Gompleted curing October,

aad
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k, Dillinghan:
Crew at Dillingham is dow to one man, Foreman-mechanic E, R.

Palmer. Work on the roads consisted of grader maintenance and spot gravel-
ling, On those days hen it was impossible to do rocd work, due to weather,
completion of the shop is the alternative. Insulation of the building was

completed during the month and parts bins and storage racks started, Minor
repairs were mde on the.Snogo in anticipation of the winter season, It
4s planned to buila a Y—type plow for the dozer out of old boiler plate
available from the canneries to take care of heavy drifting where the Snogo
is umable to handle removal alone and in cese of a breakdowm. It appears
that we have the right wan on the job at Dillingham, and complaints should
decrease, ,

1. Bethel:

Work at Bethel this month consisted of filling ruts in the center
of the airfield with sond wnich resulted from runoff this spring md during
subsequent rainstorms during the summer,

—

A local contributio of $300 was wade for building an extension
from the end of the slough bridge to tio stores a distance of approxiimmtely
200 yards, This work was started during the ronth.

me Kodiak:

Maintenance with motor patrols kept the Kodiak roads in good con=
dition during the month, Sone ditching and spot gravelling was dme on
Mission Bay road and the Base road was kept clean of sluff and falling rock.

ne Takotna end rilat Roads:

Routine maintenance was performed on all the road at botn Flat and
Takotna and the crew reduced to 3 men on the 15th. The latter part of the
month Takotne crew worked on the house and garage, getting them ready for
winter. Plans are now to complete the interior of the garage and rove in
during October, ready for spring overhaul.-

O» McKinley Pari:

On the Ist of Septexber the crew was cut down to 5 men and over=
haul and repair work was started, Som gravel was hauled into the shop area
and the equipment parking strip was moved back from the airfield, iquipment
repair for the month includes mounting thaw boiler on Truck 72105 ond painting
both boiler and truck, minor overhaul of D-&, repair to: both naintainers,
repair to welder and miscellaneous repairs on the 5 Chevrolet Duno trucks,

Sable Pass closed on the 29th of the month. Inventory was comple-
ted on the 29th and the crew returned to Anchorage on the 30th.
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2. By Contract: .
,

.

a. Glenn Hiehway Sec “ion A:
.

Paving has been com:leted from Palmer to Spring Creek with one
Jane being conmleted almost to Chugiak, of approximtely 28miles of
‘paving. Rough grading is alrost complete with the contractor now reworking
the Eagle River cuts. Their crusher is set up in the pit at Fort Richardsm
producing plant mix aggregate. Work of preparing the subgrade for crushed
base is getting under way. Present plans cali for moving the hot plant early
in October to the Monument pit in Fort Richardson. Final paving will be mde
from this setup,

be Glenn Highway Bel:

Work on the Glenn Bel section of the highway has been satisfactory
during the month from our standpoint, although the rock work has been slow
through lack of sufficient equipmmt. Additional equipment ms now been
ioved in and the work is picking up. The contractor is now maintaining 22
miles of the Glenn Highway during constru tion.

.

Engineering is roving along very well withthe work keeping well
ahead of the contractor's operatims,

ce Glenn Hi phwasyr BH2:
' Engineeri.g on this section is progressing fairly well with 43%

of the center line being completed,

ad. Anchoraze Apartrent Houses:

Contractors work on the Apartment Houses was satisfactory during
the month. Block partitions in the basement were finished, all framing of
both buildings was complete, plumbing and wiring was roughed in in one build-
ing and roofing was started on tle second building,

Force account work at the site completed during the month consisted
of excavating both sewer and water trenches, laying both lines and backfil-
ling, installing one .anhole complete with cover, placing oil storage tanks
for afl apartments and backfilling the area around the apartmuent basements
with select gravel borrow, . -

cy
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3- Weather.
.

Exceedingly wet weather during the first week of the mmth hampered
field work considerably. The remainder of the month has been fair for con-
struction but plagued with intermittent rains which kept the ground soaked
up. No freeging.weather, however, which 1s unusual for Septenber.

*

4. Miscellaneous:

Harold Hiller arrived on the 2rd from Cantwell -having remained later
than his crew to complete inventory and to store supplies for the, winter.
He is working on notes and maps at Anchorage,

Hatchett made a reconnaissance of a possible route dom the East side
of the Nenana River between Cantwell ami HeKinley Parx.. Also a route over
Carlo Pass on the West side. A complete report will follow,

Niemi accompanicd Assistant Interior Secretary Wm. Warne on a flight
down the route of the old Cooper River Raiimad to Cordova. The flight
plen was reversed <t the last minute due to weather, leaving D.8,.Stewart av
Cordova to meet the plane after completion of

the Plight instead of acconpany-
ing Secretary

}AINE«

Very truly yours,

DAA \

. ‘ Win. Je Naerd. ‘

i District éngineer

d.
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
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Mr, Ike P, Taylor .
Chief <ngineer «
Alaska Road Commission 8

Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Monthly progress report for Aug. 1949, Anchorage District, Anchorage,
> Alaska. .

1. By Government Forces: ¢
& Anchorage Roads: /

Routine maintenance with motor patrols kept all the Anchorage roads
in good condition during the month. Some roads at Mountain View were graveled by
interested parties and at the same time spot gravelling was also done on the
main Loop which we maintain.

Numerous requests are being received for the installation of driveway
culverts on the Spenard Roads. Many of these are on the main road and we are
recommending that the people concerned bridge the ditch rather than install an
expensive culvert which must necessarily be torn out next year when the main
road is regraded and paved,

b. Potter Road:

Early in the month the grading crew finished earth movement on the
Potter Road and Foreman Brunn's crew was moved out to the Matanuska Yalley to
work on new farm roads. Ed Ueeck returned from Dillingham and the gravel crew
was turned over to him to continue widening and bringing up to grade both
Potter and Sand Lake farm road, About one mile remains to be brought up to
grade across swampy ground on the Potter road and some widening of £111 on the
Sand Lake farm road, Both should be complete in late September. Grader main-
tenance over the route kept it in fine condition during the month, Feople of
Anchorage are developing the habit of driving to Potter, ana the road carries
heavy Sunday traffic,

Co

Maintenance during the entire month wus performed by the cmtractor
on the job and although the road became rough at times it was at no time im-
passable, The Goat Creek bridge was completed during the month and traffic
routed over it on the 16th, ‘Trouble was experienced in getting decking as it
was the lust item of bridge lumber received, not arriving in Anchorage until
the 13th. As it worked out, hovever, Knik Glacier did not break until the 14th
nnd water did not cover our Bailey Bridge detour until the 13th, after the
new bridge was open. After the waters receded the Bailey was taken up and
removed to Ship Creek where it will be erected as a detour diring replacementof the old bridge at that point of the Anchorage-Palmer Highway.

.
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The Matanuska River Bridge was redecked while the crew was waiting for

the decking for Goat Creek to arrive. Running plenk and wheelguard were re~
moved and new planicing was laid longitudinally for the full width of the deck
before replacing the wheelguard, Repairs were made on the south portal of the
Knik River bridge,

d, ‘Anchoraze Depot:

Work around the depot this month ¢onsisted of erecting one quonset hut
on the platform built last month, laying the foundetion for another and hauling
*opsoil into the yard between the garage and warehouse. This last was raked
down and leveled off. It is rot planned to complete this project until next
spring, when more funds will be available. Storage racks were built in the ware~
house and the moving of parts and non-perisuables into the quonset wes sterted.
Missing elevator parts for the garage finally arrived. One of the guide rails
was two inches too narrow and a piece had to be scabbed on for the full length
to meke it useable. ‘

e. Valley Roads:

Other than grader maintenence on the main travelled roads very little
work was done in the valley this month. Three miles of brush were dozed off
the sides of the Palmer-Matenuska road and 3/4 of a mile of fence erected where
the plows tore it dow last winter. Barbed wire was furnished two farmers who
put up their own fences whic: we tore dow lest winter. In the future we deo

not pian to furnish any more wire or labor for rences damaged by snow removal.
Farmers have been requested to move all fences back to give us a sixty foot
right~of-way otherwise winter snow removal may not be possible without damage
to fences,

££. Mountein Roads:

Only necessary maintenance wes performed on the Mountain Roads during the
month. .

&e Glenn Highway: :

Regular maintenance with the motor patrols kept the road in good condition
during the month. Late in the month the Vigdanls from Camp 63 mile went on leave
and Foreman Stadler moved down from 115 mile to take over the maintonance on the
entire route. Mrs. Stadler is doing the cookin; for the maintenance crew and also the
engineering crews on the upper end of Section Glenn B-1,

he Homer Roads:

Regular maintenance was performed during the month with motor patrols.Soft spots in the completed section of the East End road were filled with gravel
and the hill road was reditched where sluffiing had occurred during the rains,
The roads remained in good condition all during the month,

i. Russian River-~Homer Road:
On the Kenai end maintenance with the notor patrols kept the roud ‘in good

wmQue
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shape, Fine weather during most of the month aided grading and that part which

had to be left last month due to mid was graded up and ditched ready for gravel~
ling. Stripping was advanced 1/4 mile beyond the Ninilchik River, The river
was down and the equipment was forded easily. Work continued very satisfactorily
mtil the last few days of the month when steady rains turned the ground into a

quagmire, slowing operations almost to a standstill, The Deep Creek River cros-

sing was investigated by Niemi and Soberg together with the engineer and a more

suitable crossing was located upriver from the original one. Although the change
will entail several nuncred feet more of construction it will eliminate heavy"
fills in overflow flats and possible future bank protection. Constructicn costs
should be less, with no appreciable disadvantage in grede and alignment. After
a study of both the Ninilchik and Deep Creek crossings it was decided to brics
both streams instead of attempting to use elephant huts as suggested. Both streams
will require 100 feet of pile driven trestle, with #100 foot steel span to event~
ually replace trestle on Deep Creek.

Gruendler crusher representatives and mechanics flew to Kenai early in
the month with repair parts for the crusher, The machine was extensively altered
with many of the v-belt drives being replaced with gear boxes and chain drives.
Repairs were effected too late in the season to warrant setting up a camp and

putting the machine in operetion. Test runs were made, however, anc it is felt
the machine should be put on full scale operation for a period of about a month

before any reports can be made on it. ‘
.

On the Homer end, the work has been going somewhat slower tha at Kenai
due to the fect that some of the equipment was kept busy on fare road construc~
tion. Gravel crews moved ahead to Starisky during tne month. A pit was located
ahead of Starisicy Creek and negotiations are in progress to get five acres from
the homesteader concerned, Stripping is beyond Happy Valley, with five miles
remaining to join with the Kenai end.

j. Farm Roads:
On 98 East End road at Homer 0.1 miles of road was graded and 2,0 miles

were gravelled curing the month, All soft spots on the road were covered and
the gracing is now finished sor the year, All the hemesteaders in this area ore
taken care of with the exception of one homestead that would need an additional
2 miles of road. This road is not believed justifiable until more of the inter~
vening Land is taken up.

fhe East Hill Road at Homer was extended 1.6 miles to take care of addi-
tional homesteaders in that area, Grading was completed but no attempt was
made to gravel this road due to long haul from the Homer spit.

The Anchor Point Road was completely gravelled. The graded surface became

impassable under the increased traffic which a new road invariable attracts.

Location survey has been completed on the access road down the south bank
of the Kasilof River. It is believed further study,and some improvement in the
located line, will be necessary before construction of this road begins in late
September,

3:



On the Sand Leke Road, trucks worked from the Wells pit on the Potter
Road to finish gravel fills over the swampy sections. One carryall and cat were

used early in the month to cut down several of sand and gravel hills on this
route, The road was connected about the 15th of the month when the trucks
moved onto the Potter Road to augment our equipment there, Altogether 3.5 miles
of road have been completed with an all weather gravel surface. It is believed
that more work will be necessery next month after present fills settle across
the swamps.
.

The Airport Heights Road, 1.5 miles in length, was built with ome dozer
and one carryall and cat in 4 actual working cays during the month.. Motor graders
followed with ditches. Soil material was removed to gravel, thereby eliminating
necessity for surfacing. This road, besides giving an access road to the people
in the area, was needed by the ARC as an access from the Spenard area to our gravel
pit located in the school section at the end of Merrill Field. A small timber
trestle bridge was built across Chester Creek and approach fills were pushed out
with the dozer.

During the good weather, the work on the Schrok Road was carried through
to completion for the season. Although all the people in the vicinity are taken
care of, there seems to be an influx of settlers in this area and a reasonable
assumption is thet we will be called on to extend this roud in the future.

Equipment was moved from the Shrock Road to the Davis Road or Route 35-3.
Three families that have mde a full-tine effort to farmthe land have no access
road and consequently lost most of their procuce last year through their inabili-~
ty to get it to market. This project was promised for last season bub was ovare-
looked in 1949 plans. ‘ork wis sturted late in the month on a road for them anc
should be completed earl; in September. Length of road to be constructed is ap~
proximately one mile anc the settlers are assisting in cmstruction.

(@

Work was strrted on the Pittman Road early in the month. Ray Bruhn's
grading crew moved from the Potter Road with grading equipment to co the work,
During the early part of the month, work progressed so satisfactorily that it
was decided to continue on to Pittman, Jack VanZanten and his crew worked both
on location and construction on this project. Sections of swampy ground encoun~
tered along the route proved to have sound gravel bottoms and did not slow the
work materially. A standard width gravelled surface road has been completed to
within one mile of the Pittman Station. Numerous settlers at Big Lake requested
that the road be extended to the lake. Laci of funds and other priority jobs
made this impossible; however one tractor worked 3 days filling swampy ground on
the 11 mile route so the olc road is passable to truck traffic. Homesteaders con-
cerned paid all operating expenses with the tractor being donated free of rental
by the Commission.

Surveys were started on the Suttm-—Jonesville Road. Present plans are to
follow up the east side of the ARR tracks,staying outside of their right-of-way,
eross the tracks approximately oe mile from Sutton and continue on the west side
of the tracks, Grading crews will be moving into the Sutton Camp early in
September, '

owe 4
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k. Dillingham:

Ed Ueeck reported back to the Anchorage Office on the lst of the

month, Work was turned over to Mr.zrnest R, P,lmer, of Dillingham,and the

quonset type shop hus been completed, Other work consisted of ditching and

maintenance with the motor patrol.

le Bethel:

Work at Bethel consisted of hauling sani to pateh up the road where

it showed signs of going to pieces. Our foreman, Mr. Marsh, recommends that
we plan on cribbing the approacnes of the slough bridge with 1c-s which could

be obtained lecally. This will be investigated when someone gets down that

way and recommendations made in future programs.

m, Kodiak:
.

The only report received from Kodiak for the month was given verbal~

ly from a Captain Bucy, ACS Station Chief from Kodiak. He stuted that Stover
was doing a fine job and the roads are in excellent condition.

n. Takotna and Flat Roads:

Ditching and improvenent of the road between Candle Hill and the lend-

ing was continued. Additional gravel was placed at the landing. Routine main~

tenance was performed on all Flat roads and a powder house 4x4x5 was built during
the month,

O. McKinley Park:

Work during the month consisted of filling washes ami sags in Miles

58, 59, 69, 72, 75 and 79. Bridge appreacnes were raised at Miles 87.8, 41.7 and

42 miles, Necessary bridge repairs curing the month were as follows:

Mile 1.8 decking and running plank at approaches
Mile 3.5 repaired abutments

. Mile 12.8 decking and running plank renewed
~

Mile 16.6 repaired abutments
Mile 19.5 and 19.6 running plank and railings replaced
Mile 20.4 decking and running plank renewed
Mile 30.9 running plank replaced
Mile 41.7 repaired abutments
Mile 43.2 piling braced and repaired
Mile 60.8 replaced one bent and abutment braces
Mile 87.8 replaced approach decking and running plank

°

Two culverts were extended to take care of shoulder washing, one at
mile 46 and the other at 13, Brush was cut along the road in miles 1 and 2) and

all streams and wash channels cleaned and re-ditched.
Early in the month about 3 inches of snow fell at Camp Eilson but it

or melted soon after it hit the ground,
ra

a
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A cmtract for supplying Miller's survey party by air from

Anchorage was awarded early in the month and first flight made August 3, land-

ing at a small field built by survey dozer. On the 24th Niemi flew in but was

unable to land due to failure to cut brush on the end of the fleld which was

requested by the pilot on the'previous flight. Purpose of the flight was to
‘ look over the route and also to pull in the survey crew which wus Logging down

due to constant trouble with tractor equipment, long supply lines, and poor
commmnicetions, Thirty miles of location was also deemed sufficient ahead of

construction, since the route has been definitely determined to the Susitna

Crossing.

Personnel from this crew, together with badly needed survey instru-
ments, were moved to Section Glenn Be2 at the end of the month, Miller is
expected down in a few days after storing supplies at Cantwell and taking in-
ventory.

Ge Talkeetna:

Work at Talkeetna consisted of routine maintenance with grevel
trucks and maintainers. Niemi made an inspection tour of the work on the 24th
and at that time it was decided to shut down the work the lst of September,

Mulvaney will take over the job of maintenance man at 115 mile camp, Glenn

Highway, and Mrs, Mulvaney as cook for the survey party on Glenn B-2 now

working from that camp,

re Anchorage Asohalt Plant:

A scale repair man was borrowed from the ARR to check the scales
both at Anchoraze and at Valdez, He was taken to Valdez on the Lith and was

back to work on the Anchoraze scales on the 17th, Tests proved that our secales

were badly out of adjustment and upon raising the deck it was found that me

of the pivot points wes broken, No replacements were on hand so one was mace

from some stock that was available from the ARR. Upon Hr. Erwin's suggestions,
a complete set of pivots were ordered to be carried in stock at Anchorage. The

parts will fit both sets of scales and in case of another breakdown can be ine
stalled immedistely. It was believed that the scales breakdow was cue to the
trucks running over the corner when pulling out. A piling wes set at the cor-

ner of the pit to remedy this, The pit approach, which was soft ani filled with

large rock was also dug out and replaced with select gravel.

Work is still being carried on by the operators in painting the pipe
lines with a water proofing compound, Almost daily deliveries of asphalt are

being made to contractor on Section Glenn 4,

2. BY CONTRACT

’ , & Glenn Highway, Section As

Paving has been completed on that section of the highway between

Palmer and one half mile South of Knik Bridge. The asphalt plant was moved

onl

HcKkinley Park-ousitna= Kiver survey:



.. down to 12 mile and the Hclutna flats have been paved for about 4 miles, The
contractor's plans are to do only such paving as is ready in the vicinity of
the present plant set-up, and get the crushed bise course down on the rest of
the road and leave it until spring, The crusher was moved to the Merrill Field
pit late in the month and it is the contractor's plans to Lay crush from the
City limits towards Chugiak. Although the road is in better condition than
during previous month, it still is rough over the first 15 miles from Anchorage.
An inadequacy of road construction and slow signs is also very noticeable all
through the contract, Progress estimates show the work as being 55% complete.

be Gienn Hishwey, Bol:

Work on this section of the highway is moving along satisfactorily,
the operations being concentrated between Palmer and Sutton. Gome rock dril-
ling is in progress on the rock bluffs a few miles eouth of Chickaloon. Actual
construction on the project is approximately 6% complete. Constructim engineer-
ing on the contract is moving along well after a poor start, although the crews
are still handicapped somewhat by shortage of vehicles, The contractor has
started erection of construction canp at Mile 95.

ce Glenn Highway, B-2:

My. McAlister, Resident Engineer, for this work started survey work
on the 23d to obtain data for design curing th winter. Miller's crew, complete
with cook, was sent to 115 Mile Camp on the 3lst of August to aumet NeAlister's
single party. Present plans are for him to operate from 115 Mile Camp for the
entire project until weather forces a shutdown.C

Work of preparing the site for the apartments was completed and the
contractor sturted actual construction on the 13th of the month. Since then
work has progressed very satisfactorily with both basements being poured complete
with floors and walls, Concrete block partitions in the basement have been con-
pleted in me building.

3, Weather:

Weather has been exceptionally good for the mmth of August with rain-~
fall below normal for most of the period. The 27th proved to be the second hot-
test day of the year. Since the 29th, rain has been falling,with resultant
hindrance and slowdown of constructim.

ke Miscellaneous:

On August 8, the earth auger hit a power line on the Post road, while
’ it was moving from me hole to the next, Lines were broken ana the auger was

overturned but very Little damage occurred.

( ) a

Ancnoracve cent Houses:



Merle Harding, P-2,Inspecta for Glenn Bel, arrived from Seattle

via PNA on the 10th.

The Knik Glacier broke August 14th, Water rose 13 feet 3 inches

before reaching its crest at noon of August 22nd,

Dorn L. Ellery, P~3, Engineer for Glenn Be“, arrived on transfer
from Bureau of Reclamation on August 23,

Louis P, Hendricks, "ngineer P=2, arrived on the 31st end has been

assigned to Foreman Soberg at Kenai to replace Chester F. Ricker, resigned,

UP CVLE THe
Wo. J. Niemi.

- . District Engineer
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Dear Sirs
. .

Following is the situation report from the AnchorageDistrict for the month of October, 19483

Palmer Roads

The Palmer roads were maintained throughout the month and
evidently are in fair condition. No opportunity for an inspectionhas arisen yet. Foreman Xing has been on leave for several weeks, but
Foreman Dye reports that graveling on the Knik road and the Hayfialdroad has been completed, and that the crew was moved to Natanuska to
£111 in a small bridge which is being replaced with a culvert.

. A new crossing of the main line of the Alaska Railroad was
\ put in by making a short line change just east of Wasille. Bettervisibility is given by crossing the railroad at right angles.

Greding operations were carried out on the Pittman road,about three quarters of m mile being complete by the end of the month.

McKinley Park

Operations in this area wore suspended the latter part ofthe month. Inventory of parts was completed, and equipment for springsnow remioval overhauled. Foreman Diess was transferred to the Anchorage
BhOp.

Russian River ~ Homer

An inspection trip was made to this area the last few daysof the month, flying first to Homer, then to Kenai, by car to Seward,and plane back to Anchorage.
The grading and graveling camp is set up at Anchor Pt. River,with graveling nearly complete to the camp. The Northwest dragline wasstill on the south side of the river, but will be moved across in a fewdays. Wet ground on top of the hill north of the river has been

corduroyed and is ready for grevel. The stripping camp is located atStariski and has worked to a point about a mile and one half north oftae creek. The camp will move up there in a few days. The weather hasbeen very wot but is beginning to tighten up nowe

35/79



4n inspection was made of the proposed East End extension, and
4¢ was found that the “L"® line, as submitted on our sketch, is definitely
the best location. As thera are a number of homesteaderg on east of citFritz Creek, most of whom have children of achool age, it would be most "aedesireable to at least put in the creek crossing this fall and rough in ||»-the grade so it can be used during the winter months. Please adviseus

\\

>
aboutthis as soon as possible.

It was found that the heating plant in the Homer garage is very
crude and dangerous, consisting of a drum with a Bicce of pipe dripping
oil into it. dn effort is being made to secure something more suitable.

At Kenai, graveling is still being done with the two Euclids, the
carryalls are working out of the camp at the c<asilof bridge, and the
clearing crew is still working. There is a large swamp to be corduroyed
and then tais crew will be laid off. Work on the Kasilof bi#idge was a
completed the last week in the month. Due to heavy rain during the
month, it was necessary to go back and regrade about four miles of road
that had been completed in September. Mud was hauled off the made and
sand hauled in with carryalls.

The road from Kenai to Kasilof is now open to all traffic, also, of...
course from Seward to Kasilof. .

A trip was made to Milo 58 on the Seward-Hove road, where it was:
t

found that Munter was putting in footings for the first large bridge, i Panel
and Lytle and Green had seve ral miles of road roughed out but less © anrs urs}than a mile completad. coy ?

Surplus equipment stored in Seward was inspected and a decision
made on whet to ship to Anchorage and whet to take to Kanai. District
Mechanic Peterson accompanied me on the trip.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchoragg local roads are in fair condition. fforts have been
made to blado up as much road as possible before freeze-up, especially
the most traveled sections. Graveling of part of the Spenard road, from
the top of Romig’ s hill to Deadman's Curve was started but has been
hampered by breakdown of the shovel and a shortage of trucks. Foreman
Bilodeau was placed in charge of the local work, with headquarters at
the new garage yard. Intermittent snow storms and thawing weatner
during tne day resulted in all roads being very slippery at times, with
consequent trouble from inexperienced drivers. Sanding was done as tine
and personnel permitted.

Work on this section was suspended on October 20th. At this time
a passable road had been secured as far as the Potter section house.
About three quarters of a mile remain to be completed to grade and width
on that section. The grading equipment was moved to the new garage yard
and tank farm site, with the gravel crew going to the Spenard job.

Anchorage = Palmer

This section of road was in good shape all month. The Eagle River e eure
bridge was placed in service early in the month, to the great relief of |

all concerned. \

” ’
~~

Anchorage = Potter

Xs



The public experienced considerable difficulty on the new grades on either
side of Eagle Aiver during the latter part of the month. It was impossibleto keep ahead with the sanding due to the many snow storms, and traffic
became snarled up several times on this section.

the contractor on Section 4 has been hauling gravel from the pitin Mile 45, widening and raising the grade between Palmer and the Butte
road, and has dozers and carryalls working on the line change east of iFort Richardson East Guard Station. The Resident Engineer is preparing an!
estimate on a proposed grade reduction on the west approach to the Zegle :

River span, and this will be submitted when completed. It is recommended
that this grade change be made, due to extreme icing conditions found
on this road during the winter months. cath

kK fn raueUnite ad
Anchorage Depot

des acpi thant

Work on this vroject is proceeding rather slowly. The first interior
coat of paint in the garage building is not yet completed. Some weldingremainds to be done, wheel guards poured around columns, insulation to
be put on steam pipes etc. In the warehouse building, work is progressing
more satisfactorily, though some materials are still short, including
some of the glass and doors. The heating plant fuel tank is being welded,the stack is not yet up, and work will soon begin on excavating for the
fuel tank.

Grading operations in the yard area were begun late in the month,two carryells being used on the job. The areas imsediately north and eastof the garage have been brought to grade, and the equipment is now workingon the north side of 4tn pve.

Miscellansous

Grading operations at the Tank Farm site were begun late in the
mohth end are nearly complete. The only plat availabze is very vagueas to exact dimensions, but it is believed that the grading we have
done will be satisfactory.

The bridge at Bethel was completed during the month, and repairsto the bridge at Flat were made.
Foreman Stover is proceeding to Karluk to make repairs to the

bridge damaged during a storm.
No reports have been received from Dillingham.

Very truly yours,

EQ Ceecilead 7)B. D. Stewart, Irs/
Acting Superintendent

vt
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StomaeaVe ag wD *Ike P, Taylor, Chief Magtneer JUL 6 1043
Alaska Road Commission i dtasse dead cme A
Juneau, Alaska \, ser, inte WT
Dear Sir:

Tha situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of June
4s as follows:

Palmer Roads,

Maintenance was performed unon the local roads, and some gravel and crushed
material hauled to soft places where required,

The roade during the month were repaired so that they were in good condition
ty the end of the month,

Two carloads of lumber for bridge material arrived at Palmer and were unloaded
during the month,

,

The Sno~Go plow returned from work at McKinley Park,

The Quickway shovel has been down waiting for parts since the 8th of the
month.

Mountain Roads.

Roads to various mining properties were opened up on a cooperative basis
during the month, and the road over the Hatcher Summit cleared of snow on the 16th,

Lucky Shot~Willow Station.

Materials were hauled to make repairs to the bridges at 8 mile and Deception
creek during the month,

Both of these bridges were found to be in very poor condition when the road
was opened up this spring,

Wasilla-Pittman,

Corduroy was cut to cover 900 feet of swamp during the month,

McKinley Park

Considerable delay was caused in opening up the road this spring due to

w~ lo»



abnormal late heavy snow, A rapid run off caused a lot of damage to bridges and
many slides to come down in sidehill areas, closing the road beyond the Toklat
River, .

A bridge crew was sent up from Anchorage, bents redriven on the Toklat
bridge and repairs started on the Savage River bridge,

Slides were cleared up, and the road opened up for traffic at the latter
part of the month,

Due to non arrival of lumber for repairing the decking and installing a
£jard rail on bridges, {t is vlanned to bring the bridge crew, with the exception
of a couple of men, to work on bridges, fo Anchorage, for duty in this or the
Kenai area,

Newhalen Roads,

A small cbew is working on this project. They are using CAA equipment and
are experiencing many breakdowns,

Itis expected that this work will bs completed the first week in September.

Talkeetra.

Maintenance iw being performed upon these reads. Several small washouts
were repaired and slides removed, -

Some work is being done on the winter road between Peters Creek and Cache
Creek as considerable freight is moved over this road during the spring for
operations to the West of Cache Creek,

Russian River—Zomer Road.

Kenals

"The summary of the work reported from Kenai is as follows:

Cleared by Hand 50 feet wide 4 Miles
Cleared and Stripped 70 feet wide ll. a

Graded 24 feet wide 7. 4

Moved by Carryall| 125000, Co. Yds,
Corduroyed 18 feet wide 3000, Iin. feet
Gravelling a 4 " 3, Miles

Steel for the Kasilof River bridge was unloaded.

Homer:

A sugmary of the work reported from Homer follows:

"he first twelve miles out of Homer are graded, with the exception of mile 8,

Swamps have been corduroyed and culverts installed for a distance of 14 miles
and graded sufficiently so that this distance can be travelled with a pickupwhen conditions are favorable,

:
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Russian River~Homer Road ~ cont'd,

Homer continued

The dragline has been moved from the beach to a new pit at 11 mile, It is
—

planned to use the large gravel carriers to connect with the gravel hauled from
the beach, .

The shovel and trucks are being moved ahead to cover swamp that is being
corduroyed.

Graded 24 feet wide 0.5 miles
Corduroyed 20 feet wide 860, lin. feet
Culverts Installed 470 a a

Ditched with Fowder 900 WI
"

A checkup is being mde of the progress of the work to date. As soon as
this is done a report dovering th¢is will be forwarded to Juneau,

eys:

The survey of the missing link South of Kenai was completed during the
month,

Anchorage Roads.

The Anchoraze roads are in fair condition. ‘There has been very little
precipitation for the patt three months, which is hard on maintenance of a
gravel surfaced road, .

Repairs were made to bridges in the railroad reserve, the army road and
the Palmer road,

The surface was maintained on the main roads and the roads in Mountain View
in which Mr. Metcalf was interested, and some culverts installed,

Anchorage-Paimer Rad

The gravel crushing plant was operated during the early part of the month
but was idle due to breakdown the last two weeks. Parts arrived the end of the
month and it is expected the mchine will be working in a couple of days.

"wo miles of road between the two railroad crossings were covered with
crushed raterial, and one mile covered with pit run material between Peters Creek
and the military gate.

The hopper in the pit at Mile 15 was rebuilt before it could be used,

During the time the trap was being rebuilt considerable gravel was hanled
on the road. This material was loaded by the portable loader out of banks
edijacent to the road,

The bridge crew moved to Potter early in the month, finally ending up at
McKinley Fark,

~3-



Anchor age-Palmer Road ~ cont'd.

The road was maintained with patrols during the month, brush cut along
the berm, some bank sloping done, and the fill at the lake in Mile 24 raised
by dozer and visibility imvroved considerably.

The Army is placing a base of coarse material on the road North of the
monument in the course of processing this road for, surfacing,

Anchorage-Potter Road .

The work on this project is making fairly good progress. 0,4 miles of
road was stripped and 1.7 miles graded during the month,

Calverts were installed in both Rabbit and Little Rabbit Creeks, Trucks
are now able to travel South of Little Babbit Creek without any hazard, and
wank also about one-third of a mile beyond this creek to where tractors are
working.

Some bad ground ig encountered, possibly 1500 lin. feet, between stations
492 and 517, where solid ground is overlaid with black mick, About half of this
ground has been removed and work is underway clearing off the balance,

Sarveyors are running out new lines between the end of the work and Fotter
station, Van Zanten is back in town now and will be probably be put on this work,
So far we have not been advised by the Sailroad forces where their line will end.

Farm Roads.

Palmer—Falund Road:

The progress on this road during the month sonsisted as follows:

Graded 75 miles of road
Surfaced . 1.25 "

Potter-Wells Road:

The work accomplished on this road is as follows:

Cleared 30 feet wide 0.5 miles
Graded 16 a 0.5 °"

Surfaced 16 «9 a 0.75 &

“Medfra.

The work at Medfra is being closed, and it is expected that our equipmentwill be shipped down to Takotna about the middle of the month,

, A tractor belonging to Walter Culver, a Caterpillar D-6, was purchased
during the month and will be stationed at “akotna,

4



Dillingham,

Maintenance is being performed upon these roads,

The two new trucks arrived at Dillingham, and it is reported that the
Sno-~-Go was delivered at Nalmek, where it will be picked up by a local firm
freighting in the Bay.

Kodiak,
Maintenance is being performed, and the roads are reported in goodconditi on,

Glenn Highway.

Maintenance is being performed, and the roads are reported in goodconditi on,
Homer Roads.

Maintenance was performed with patrols, and 645 cubic yards of gravelhanled‘to soft places,
The local roads are not in good condition,

It is planned to start working on a farm road in the vicinity of Fletchers
early in July, vrovided a satisfactory agreement is made with Pletcher regardingthe route to be followed in crossing his land,

a new §0.far
no word has been received

regarding
plans for the construction of

Seldovia.

Some material for the bridge across the slough is arriving, As soon asdeliveries are completed arrangements will be made to construct the bridge,
The old bridge has been damaged further and is getting more dilapidatedall the time,

Anchorage Devot.

The new age is maxing good progress, “he iron skeleton work is
completed, anda Septic tank fs"onder constriction,

Mr. Gothberg has moved on to the site and has erected a omall building foroffice and workshop, .

General,

We still seem t ve plenty of most
|have difficulty in gett ng some rien: such as rah Edabor aval lable, ont vebeen scarce now for some years,

ii
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Generel ~ conttd,

Newcomers are still coming in over the highway, end new settlers along the
roads are increasing all the time,

We are hiring a married woman to work in the office, Her husband works in
& local garage, and we do not have the scute hofising vroblem to contend with that
we usually have with employees hired elsewhere,

PWA Men visited this district, going over the roads with Mr. Taylor, looking
over the local roads with the view of calling for contracts for grading and
asphaiting, Since Mr. Taylor left they have rot contacted this office,

We have been in touch with the Army regarding a cooverative agreement on
black topping local roads. ‘So far letters have teen exchanged and many conver~
cations taken place, tut no definite agreements or plans have been made so that
the work can be. started.

Hatchett is still tied mm down to the Kenai job, and is not getting familiar
with his new duties, Van Zanten returned to the office on July 2nd and will te
used on some of the engineering work which has been postponed in this area,

Mr. Fd Taylor, of the Division of Territorites, has been in this district
for some time, and visited the local roads,

Suverintendett.-
ds
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Dear Sir:
\

The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month of hovember WN

is as follows:

Palmer Roadse

Palmer Fishook Road.

Three miles of brush was cut with dozers on one side of the road during the
months

Falner- ltanuska Road.

One mile of orush was cut on one side of these roads.

Ves «

Ono mile of brush wag cat on one sida of the road, and 6 yards of cinders
hauled to slippery places.

Palmer RR Crossing=ioosa Creek.

al
i0
e

A sump was constructed in the vicinity of the Buffald junction. to get rid
of water which collects in low places during tha runoff in the spring.
Ditchss were deepened and two culverts installed to lead water into the sump.
6 yards of sinders were hauled to slisyery places,

A hopper was constructed on this road during the month, and 722 cu yds of
gravel placed.
One culvert was installed.
Brush was cut along the old road for a distance of 1/2 mile on both sides of
the road, and 6 yards of cinders hauled to slippery places.
All the Palmer roads were maintained with patrols and snow removed

aiime cinger Loko~ caimer

Sdlund Road. (New|
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Anchorage Roads.
Mild weather and rain has caused the roads to become sheets of ice, and crews

are kept busy putting cinders on curves and hills.

Anchorage~ Palmer Roads «

Same as the Anchorage roads, except that some gravel had to be hauled in the

vicinity of Pulmer when the roads became solte

wagle River and Peters Creek Revisions

The grading work on these projects was completed during Octobere

Anchorage~ Fottere

No constructicn work done on this routes The survey of the proposed revision
at Potter vas completed and the map forwarded to Juneaue

Rusgien River=~ Homer.

The work on this project was completed in October, end equipment and supplies
were hauled to the shops at Nenei and Homer for overhaul. Ynis work ia now

on a winter basis»
The surveyors are working on mapse
Haintenance was performed uyon both ends of the road, dua to very mild weather

Cantwell.

Miller is working on the maps at nome in Ketchikan, where he is working in
the Forest Service quarters, whore draughting squipment is available

Meintenence is being performed upon the local roads.

Kodiak.

Maintenance is being purformed.

Homer.

The soft weather of the past month caused some soft places to develop in th
local roads, waich were repaired by gravel haul.
The crib on the read across the slough was filled with gravel where it had
settled.

Takotnae

The work at Yakotna is closed down, everything put away, and Zayless is spending
the winter at Fairbanks with his familye

Llinghan
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flat
A request has been made to have the airfield cleared of snow occasionally ani
I have assumed an otligation not to exceed 5100.00 for this work.

General.

The weather during the month was quite mild, with rain and occasional snow,
making the roads icy and hazardous.

Jack Coats is making good recovery as far as his limbs are concerned, he now
sits up in a chair. His mind however ig not functioning up to normal. I am
informed that it takes much longer for the brain to clear up tha% the body.Iam afraid he cannot be fonsidered as available for returning to work with
the ARC, at least not for a very long tina.

:

Ghiglione left for tha States on vacation on November 15th, expecting to be
away about three gonths.

Grammer is working on maps of the survey between Paxsons and the Susitna River
_

with C'Malley helping on the drafting.
Harry shite left for the States on November 28th, for a months vacatione

Harry “white Jr, is going down to Kenai to take charge of the overhaul vork
aarly in December, which I believe will work out aldight.
The office force working on routine vork. It is expected that the Amual teport a
and Racormendations will be forwarded to Juneau within one weeks

The garage force busy overhauling equipment and helping the maintenance crew
take care of the local roads.

umil Schupp left about a week ago for Fortland, where he is to be overated
upon for Hernia, and .ialph Soberg plans on getting married about the middie
of December.

‘rrangements have been made to have “red Poorman take charge of the work in the
Takotna District during tha coming summere

M.CecdmundS, Sup't
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Gentlemen: / 2
Amp ft

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month ays ’

of October is as follows:
,

Mountain Roads

Some gravel was hauled on this route during the month, and stakes

set up to mark the road during the winter,

Palmer ~ Fishhook

Brush was cut alongside the road, with dozer, for a distance of

1/2 mile on both sides of the road, and for 2 miles on one side, during the

month, ani the surface maintained with patrols.

Palmer ~— Matanuska Roads

~
te
n

Brush was cut by hand and moved by dozer for a distance of 1 mile

on one side of the road on this route and the surface patrolled. One-half 1

mile of snow fence erected for winter.

Palmer — Moose Creek

The surface of this road was maintained with patrols, aid 70 yards

of gravel hauled to a soft place which rutted up.

Edlund Extension (Farm Road)

Due to inclement weather, and the lack of equipment to load gravel,
no surfacing was done on this route. A quarter mile of side hill road was

graded, and tinber cut for corduroy. Some sections of the road are very wet,

and it is doubtful whether we will be able to do mich more work on this route

this year.
The work accomplished to date follows:

Cleared 2.75 miles
Stripped 2.75 "

Graded 1.00 *

Surfaced None

3 4941
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McKinley Park

The bunk house was removed to a new location North of the warehouse

amd garage amd connected with the hotel water ani power. A septic tank was

built; the temporary garage was completed, and electricity installed, The

work in the Pard\ was completed ard the crew returned to town on October 28th.

Talkeetna .

The work in the Talkeetna area closed down, and the crew returned to

town early in the month.

Anchorage Depot

According to advices received from the Juneau office, bids were

awarded to the J. B. Warrack Company for the erection of a new garage in the

vicinity of Fourth Avenue am the Airport.
Two guonset huts are being erected on the site for warehousing our

supplies and the one now used in the railroad yards for a bunkhouse is also

being moved to the new site.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchorage roads are in good condition, A considerable number of

culverts were installed and ditches cleaned out, particularly in the vicinity
of the airport, where there is a heavy run-off during the breakup.

Spenard Roads

The Spenard roads were maintained in good condition. Some culverts

were installed, ditches cleaned out by shovel on Chester Creek and some

surfacing placed.
.

Anchorace ~ Palmer Road
pt ananan Renter APRA Cn etnt tag mnbeY

Maintenance was performed with patrols, brush removed from the side

of the road with dozer and culverts were cleaned out.

Peters Creek Revision

Rains hampered operations a great deal during the past month, but

grading operations were practically completed by the emi of the month, ‘The

status of the Eagle River and Peters Creek revisions are as follows:

Cleared 2.3 miles
Stripped 203 =«C"

Graded 23 =6«4

Surfaced None

No further work is contemplated on these two projects until steel

arrives for the bridges to be erected, Piling for falsework has been cut.



Anchorage ~— Potter

The work on this project was brought to a close at the end of the

month, Most of the work dene during the month consisted of widening and

raising the surfacing, doing a little grading and moving material off the

top of some steep knolls into low places so that settlers in the vicinity of
Rabbit Creek could use the road during the winter. A road was dozed out

South of Rabbit Creek to permit travel up on the bench.
It is surprising the number of new settlers homesteading along

this route.
The work accomplished to date on this route is as follows:

Cleared 6.1 miles
Stripped 5.1. 3

Graded 36 7 "
’ Surfaced 2.5 *

A preliminary line is being run between Little Rabbit Creek and

Potter in accordance with instructions from iy, Taylor, who questioned the

original location.
Russian River —~ Homer

. Fairly good pregress has been made on this route during the month,

after the rainy weather stopped,

Moose Pass

‘Camp was moved to Moose River, where grading is completed to within
2 miles of Moose River. Cne grading crew with carryalls is working between

Moose River and Kenai, working out of Loose River the sreater part of the
month and Kenai at the end of the month. One crew was working out of the rock

camp finishing up grading.

Cleared and Stripped, 70 feet wide 0.8 miles
Grading, 2 feet wide, about 90% completed 6.3 "

Moving by carryall 80,000 cu. yds

No gravelling was done during Octcber,

Kenai

Steel and piling have all been hauled to the bridge camp, site
prepared and some tent frames moved.

Two mechanics have been busy getting ready for the winter, hauling
oil, steel and making up requisitions for winter overhaul,

3=



Homer

The grubbing ard stripping crew were camped at Anchor River at

the end of the month. It is hoped that they will be able to get to the

bridge site before work closes down so that the bridge crew will be

connected with Homer by truck after freeze-up.
The work accomplished is as follows:

Cleardd, Grubbed ani Stripped, 80 ft. wide 3-5 miles

Grubbed and Stripped 1.5 ="

_ Graded
Graded, 25% completed 2.0 =&

fhe lumber stored on the spit at Homer was hauled to the depot.

Repairs were made to the lower end of culvert in No. 1 fill which was

extended 10 feet, hauled 60 yards of gravel to fill ard put 32 feet of

culvert in road above fill to take care of drainage.

' Surveys

At the end of the month, Fuller tied in to Wilson's line at his

stationing 4570 plus OO which is approximately 54 miles south of Deep Creek.

This was station 1976 plus 99 on Fuller's line, which started 5,2 miles

north of the Kasilof River. Fuller has completed an additional 5 miles of

pt Line north of his 00 station towards the Kenai River which will be "L"

line when curves are run in, leaving approximately 4 miles unsurveyed. This

line is mostly tangent. It is planned to complete the unsurveyed portion in

the spring when the bridge is completed, working out of Soldotna,

Camp is closed down, equipment sent to Homer and Fuller moved to

Kenai.
The work accomplished to date is as follows;

Cleared 62.2 miles
Stripped 56.9 "

Graded 39,6 3

Surfaced 19.7 =4

Surveyed 120.6 8

CANTTELL

The survey work on this route was completed during the month and

the crew returned to town. Supplies were stored in the quonset hut erected

at Cantwell.
Arrangements were made for us to get a lease of land from the Alaska

Railroad for depot purposes. Deeds were also obtained from John Carlson for a

Right of way for the road where it crosses his property and for a plot of land

for depot and storage facilities. Deeds will be forwarded to Nenana in a few

days for recording,
Willer is leaving for Ketchikan on the 31st. In view of the housing

Situation, arrangements have been made for him to make the maps at home in

Ketchikan,
Total length of located line 11. miles

~h~



Dillingham

‘York on repairing the Klondyke bridge was abandoned due to heavy
show. The Scandinavian Creek Flet was covered with gravel and raised about

1k feet and the roads opened up for traffic.
Kodiak

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, buildings from the

Anton Larson Bay area erected adjoining the garage and the work on repairing
“ne Cape Chiniak road for the army completed. The crew is now reduced to
two men who will be on a 40 hour week basis after October 31st.

Glenn Highway

Maintenance was performed upon this route during the month and sane

brush cut. The weather tightened up during the month and some snow fell. The

Quickway shovel cleaned out ditches and slides.
,

Tt ig planned to leave the crew at mile 41 and have two additional
men at mile 115 during the winter,

Homer

Meintenance was performed upon the local roads, leaving them in good

condition. Logs ani stumps were removed from both sides of the Spit road to
widen it ami prevent snow from drifting across the road.

Now that the fill across the slough is used as a dam for the lake
constructed above for a pontoon plane landing, tne wave action erodes the upper
side of the road. 300 feet of cribbing was constructed to protect the fill,
and no doubt, more will be required in the future.

20 feet of 15" culvert was installed and 362 cu. yds. of gravel
placed on the Diamond Creek road. .

Tekotna

Maintenance work at Takotna closed down during the month. Inventories
are being taken and supplies stored for the winter.

Bayless hed been offered a job on the Glenn Highway, but preferred to

stay in the Takotna district for the winter, where he has acquired an interest
jn a mining prospect near lMedfra.

It is planned to make a change in the Takotna setup next summer, So

far, no definite plans have been made but we are considering putting Foorman in
charge of this work, He has done very well at Flat, is energetic, interested,
gets along well with people, keeps everything ship shape ani is good at paper

work.

Flat

The main wrk done at Flat during the month consisted of freighting
matericls for and erecting the Ctter Creek bridge, which was finished except for
the decking and completing fills at abutments.

Inventories were taken and the work closed down around the 16th of
the month.

, a



General

The weather during the fore part of the month was quite wet, but

tightened up later, with frost gradually going down deeper into the ground,
With the exception of a few small jobs, which may be continued for a couple
of weeks, 211 of the Qafor construction projects are being closed down this
month. jdhile the weather is clear and fairly good, it is believed good
business closing down and rot try to keep working. The last day the shovel
worked on the Potter job we lost half a day getting started. .

Jack Coats had a slight stroke on October 350th, and it appears now

that he will not be able to return to work with us.
Cuningham is workins a half day edch day at the garage and

apparently getting along all right. .

lottsfeldt started voriing for us at the garage about the middle of
the month.

Grammer returned from the Park - Richardson Highway survey early in
the month, and is wring on the maps for this project keeping O'Malley, who

is a good draftsman, on to help with this work.

6-
yintendent
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U. S.:DEPARTLENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGZ, ALASKA

Septenber 27, 1947

Ike P. Taylor, Chief sjgineer
Alaska oad Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

well
1947oct

Rinse Regd
fence,

The situation report for the Southwestern District for the month of September
<

is as follows: .

Mountain Roads.

Heavy continuous rains caused some slides on this route, viich were removed.

Palmer Roads.

The roads in the Palmer area were maintained with patrols during the month,
and are in good condition.

Repairs were made to the two bridges across “Wasilla Creek, on the Palmer-
Fishook and tne Vasilla-Palmer road.

Repairs were made to the bridge across the outlet of Wasilla Creek, on Route

35-H.

Heavy rains caused washouts along the Little Susitna River, at the site of
the bridge crossing and near iionument rock, which were repaired.

On September 18th heavy rains caused +ioose Creek to leave its regular channel
about 1/4 mile above the bridge and run down by the old railroad grade, washing
out 160 feet of road. The creek was chenged back to the old channel and the road
rebuilt. The road was closed to traffic for two days.

Some gravel was hauled to a soft place on one of the fam roads.

Completed clearing and stripping on this route—-2~3/4, miles 60 feet vide
corduroy jaid 300 lin. feet. ,

3/1 of a mile graded 24 feet wide from the end of the Edlund road.

a

Polmer-Moose Creek, 35—L

Edlund Road Extension, 35d

L~



McKinley Park,

The two miles of road in the
viedni ty

of miles 70 and 72 were gravelled
during the month.

Brush was cut in the worst places between Igloo
:

and the Railroad Depot.

600 cubic yards of rock was hauled to the center f111 on the Toklat River
where the West stream had run along the bank and caused erosion,

The snall office building was removed to a new position in line with the
~rarehouse.

A tent garage, boarded at the sides, size 18' by 30! was erected for a
temporary garage.

The parking place for planes was constructed alongside the field, in the
vicinity of the railroad depot.

Maintenance was verformed with patrols» Keeping the read surface smooth.

The crew was reduced to four men on the 27th of the month, and it is expected
that the work vill close down by the end of October.

Talkeetna.
' Maintenance was performed upon this route, and surfacing hauled in the vicinity

of mile 13.

It is expected that this crew will close down early in October.

Llianna.

Some surfacing and datching was performed upon this route during the month.

Russian iver-Homer.

The work accomplished during the month, which was
retarded

by steady rains,
is as follows:

At Moose Pass:

Cleared and Stripped 70 ft wide 15 miles
Graded. ah ft wide 5 miles

Moving with carryall and dozers
Gravelled 2 £% wide 2 miles

The malin camp was goved from Hidden Creek to Moose Creek during the month,

At Kenat:

Repair of equipment is under way.

Steel is being hauled to the site.

2



continued

At Kenat - cont'd,

. The two quonset huts were erected,

At Homer:

Cleared 70 feet widé (on line change) 1 mile
Grubbed and Stripped 70 " 2 i
Graded ; 2h " . i
The stripped section North of Diamond Creek graded sufficiently to move camp.
Corduroyed 24 ft wide 2000. lin ft
Ditched South of Diamond Creek, and installed 3500. +"

culverts
be moving Diamond Creek camp 4~1/2 miles at the end of the month and

continue grubbing and stripping.
There has been a lot of rain during the month and it was not practical to

attempt to do too much grading. The work of grubbing and clearing is not inter-
rupted too much by wet weather.

Surveys:

The survey has been completed to Ninilchik, and camp was moved at the end of
the month to Deep Creek.

Located 13 miles

The total accomplished to date on this project is as follows:

Cleared 57.9 miles
Stripped 52.6 "
Graded 32.8 "
Surfaced ‘ 19.7. ="

Surveys 29.0 "

Anchorage Roads.

The Anchorage roads have been maintained with patrols, and are in fair
condi tion. .

Anchorage~Palmer Road.

Maintenance was performed with motor patrols, brush cut with dozer, and some
sections scarified and large rocks removed, in some cases powder was required.

Culverts were cleaned and some extensions made.

A line change was made in the vicinity of Kink Creek.

Russian Niver—lomer



Knik Bridge.

Soundings were taken of the stream bed of the Knik River after the annual
high water. -

The surfacing of this road was completed during the month, 636 cubic yards
of gravel being hauled from the Matanuska Rive bar, loaded vith the truck shovel.

The total vork accomplished on the two farm roads in the Palmer area at the
end of the month as follows:

Cleared 5.55 miles:
Stripped 5.55
Graded 3.55
Surfaced 2.8 "

Eagle River Revision.

Grading reported completed last month.

Peters Creek Revision.

Grading on this project is 65% completed.

Continuous rains retarded operations a great deal, and tractors were moved
away from this job to make emergency repairs where high water had washed out the

road, delaying this project.

The total work accomplished on these two projects to date as follows:

Cleared 2.3 miles
Stripped 2.3 "

Graded 2e1 "

Surfaced Oo.
"

Potter Creek 2oad.

Work progressed steadily on this project, gravelling was completed to
fampbell Creek on the L6éth, and cars now travel by means of the Spenard road.

Work is underway widening the gravel surface, low places which settled during
the heavy rains are being raised and additional culverts are being installed.

A small amount of work was done with the tractor, but considerable mechanical
trouble occurred.

The way things are shaping up, it seems that it wlll take the greater vart of
October to complete the Peters Creek Revision, and that it will not be worth while
to move the grading camp to Rabbit Creek this year, as the camp will be required
for putting in the bridges next spring.

. -~h«
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Potter Creek Road - continued ;

The status of the comoleted work to date is as follows:

Cleared . 5.8 miles

Stripped
Graded

2.5
Surfaced 1.8

Cantwell,

Reconnaissance trips were made during the month, and the route over the

Windy Creek summit and down riley Creek was accepted as being the most feasible

route for the road to uciiinley Park.

A quonset hut was erected at Uantwell station for sleeping quarters, and for

storage of suoplies wen the work is completed.

Four miles of line was located during the month.

At the end of the month camp was moved to one of the ranger cabins, about

six miles from Cantwell,

Total line surveyed at the end of the month 9 Miles

Dillingham.

The main work accomolished at Dillingham consisted of completing the repairs

to the Scandinavian Creek, the Andrews Creek and the Klondyke Creek bridges...

_
Maintenance was performed, and some low swampy places raised.

Kodiak.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads.

Buildings from the Larson Bay area were moved to our depot,

Repairs to the Cape Chiniak road, undertaken for the army on a reimbursement

basis, was’ started during the month, with the crew camping with one of the farmers

in the vicinity,
Glenn Highway.

Maintenance was performed with motor patrols.

Brush was cut with mowing machine between Sutton and 41 mile.

Heavy rains during the middle of the month caused considerable sluffing on

sidehill sections and filling of ditches,

Erosion occurred at the right limit of Granite Creek bridge, where 75 yards

of rock was hauled to the bridge end to replace material washed away.

735



Homer.

The main work done in the Homer area consisted of regravelling aoproximately
two miles of the soit road with carryall, gravelling 3/4 mile on the Brandvold
road and corduroying 300 feet of swamp connecting the Diamond tidge road with
Route 55-0.

Culverts were cleaned, extended and staked where necessary.

The surface was maintained with motor patrols.
Tekotna.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, chiefly repairing bridges
and surfacing soft places.

Flat e

Light maintenance was performed upon the local roads, and preparations made

to get started on replacing the Otter Creek bridge shen the materials arrive.

Flat Airfield.

The grading and surfacing of the fleid is completed, and levelling with the
motop grader is under way.

More surfacing should be placed next year. All the fine material that was

available was cleaned up and new mads will have to be built to get addi tional
gravel.

A total of 1700 cubic yards was put on the field.

Astrip fifty feet vide was cleared of brush the entire length of the field,
making the width 200 feet, clearing four acres.

,

Medfra.

The work at Medfra was completed on the llth of the month, when Ueeck left
for Anchorage.

Brush was cut on shoulders from the Landing of the 7 mile post, and used for
corduroy in mile 5. aid 600 feet of brush laid in miles 2, 3 and 4.

Bridge.appreaches were filled in, ditches cleaned out and material hauled
on road. Lateral ditches were cleared of snags, opened up and deepened, culvert
markers put up, and 600 feet of new road built around a wet place.

A portable loading trap was constructed.

Two bridges were repaired, one in mile 1 and the other in mile 4.4 and a new

bridge constructed at mile 4.8. Two timber culverts were replaced with 100-gal
oil drums. ’

~6-Cy



Medfra - continued

Latest reports from the Kuskokwim indicate that the river boat will not
make a trip to ledfra again this season, therefore, our equipment will have to
remain there until the boat goes up next spring.

Medfra Airfield. f
Brush, which was encroaching on the field, was cut for a width of Atty:

ft.
of

approximately
2-1/2 ares, leaving this field in good

condition.
General.

Jack Coate and Cuningham have both returned to work, putting in half a day
only. Both men seem to be getting along alright.

Flve contractors have obtained plans and specifications for bidding on the
new buildings.

Weather during the month was generally wet, and detrimental to construction
activities, with damage occuring to the roads in the Little Susitna canyon and
on 96—B,

M. OC/ Edmunds

_Superpaecndent.



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE ALASKA
AUGUST 31st, 1947

Mp Tke P. Taylor, Chief ingineer
Alaska Road Commission

. ;

Jungau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

The situation resort for the Southwastarn District for the month of August

ts as followa:
*Hountain Roads.

Light maintenance was performed upon these roads during the month.

Palmer Roads.

These roads were maintained with patrols during the month, and are in good condit

Gravel was removed from some sections of road which were abandoned during the

» * ~ 2 .
:

construction of ths dlann Sighway, in accordance with the recent request from

Mr Don Irwin.

Edlund Road ixtension. 25-J.

Abridge 14ft by 346 ft was constructed across Cottonwood Sreek, one quarter

mile of road cleared and 500 ft of corduroy laid.

MeKinlov Park.

Maintenance was verformed uson tha Fark roads, including repairs rade after

high water had run across tha road in the vicinity of 9 mile.

Tests were made fcr cridge foundations at the Toklat River.

A RD? tractor, dumo truck, camp outfit and sundry tools and supplies were

shipped to Cantwell for use of the survay -arty.
Asnowfall on august 3rd closed tha road for one day to traffic.

. Talkeetna.

Maintenance was parformed upon this route, chiefly between zlwells and

Cache Creek.

§EPS ,
* Alaake Read Caan ~

| Nm
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Tidamna.
.

Light maintenance was performed upon this route. -

Russian River Yomer. ‘

The work accomplished daranc the month follows.

At Moose Passe

Cleared and stripped, 70 ft wide 2.7 miles

Graded, 26 " ek "

n 24 ” 3.0 w

Gravelled 24 ” 7.0 "

Moved .with carryall scrapers 125,000 cu yds
« “ dozers 52,000 *

" * Shovel aad trucks €,500 "

Rock, sxcavated 4500.0 cu yds

At Kenaie

Revairing of equipment is under vay, with Darnell in charge of this

works
Steel for tha Kenai Siver bridgs is heing hauled to the bridge site.
Two quansat huts, from sevard, gre oeing arected.

At Homere

Cleared 80 ft wide 3. miles

Grubbed and stripved 70 * 3.25 "

Graced 24% 025 *

Gravelled 24 (8 le ”

The portion clesred is in heavy timber, North of Diamond Creek, closa to

the clearing cone by contract last winter.
The gravel was haulsd catween four and five miles. cn grades >etween 4 and

7 per cent. It was loaded asd hauled with equipment brought from Eaines and

the two DVLO wagons surchasad from Putnan.
Thore is one mils of very wat ground between the end of the grading and the

ridge on the North sida of Diamend Creek. There is a sreval devosit near the

creek which will be available for filling the swamp when accessidle.

Surveyse.
8 miles of located line vas run and 2-1/2 miles of preliminary line,bringing

the line to a point approximataly half way between Kasilof and Nindlchike

Camp was moved from Clam Guich to within two niles of Ninilchik, travelling

by way of the beach.
Some trouble was experionced with the dozer tractor used by this cr, em

. fierewed *.

—2—
SEP 5 1947 :

Alacka Reedof ervete:
Jeane, A'neke f,
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The total work accomplished to data on this project follows:

Cleared 41.9 miles
Stripped 35.6 *

Graded 26.8 ”
Surfaced 17.7 =*

Surveys 16.0 ©" ( this year.)

Anchoraza Roadgse ‘

The Anchorage roads have been maintained with patrols and are in good

condition.
A small weshout on the KPlD road was repaired

Anchorago~ Palmer &scad.

Maintenance was verformed with patrols, spot surfacing olaced and brush cut

by hand and by dozer.
Clay was hauled from Palmer to the Marsh homestead, in mile 46, covsring

an area where pols corduroy, which was continually coming to the surface, was

removed«
$ stretch of road betwaen the Sklutna Sridge and the railroad crossing near

the Anchorage rover station, was scarified and considerable oversize rocks

thrown off the road. Clay vas haules on this section and some fine material

ona part of the road as an experiment towards improving the surface,

Farm 202

Some additional surfacing was placed upon this road during tha month, covering

O.4 miles.
The work accomplished on the two farm projects at Pslmer to date follows:

Cleared 3.8 miles *

Stripped 3.8 * .

Graded 2.8 " .

Surfaced

Bagle River Revisione

The grading on this project is completed as far as practicable until the

bridge across <agle River is constructed.
“he grading is 95:5 completed.

Peters Creak Sevisions

A good start has been made on this line change. Fills have been started on

both ends, the creek water diverted to a new channel, and the connection

at the Anchorage end stripoed and vartly graded.
Carryall scaravers from lagle River will be moved to this job in a fuw days.

It is estimated that the grading on this project is 20% completed.

at
iS

i. (Clark r
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Anchora ge~Potter

Fairly good progress is being made on this job. Most of tha work accomplished
during the month being the continuation of the gravelling, laying of corduroy;
installing culverts and completing the grading started last month»

The work done during the month follows:

Cleared Ge5 miles
Stripved . c.30=Ci#””

Sorduroyed, 10 ft wide 8200. lin feet
Graveliing, placad 8320. cu yds
Culverts, installed

,

be

Graded 0.4 miles

4t the end of the month there was a gap of one half mile to connect tha

gravelled surface wita the existing road at Camptell Creek.
The road caing pushed taro to connact «ith the inchorage system of roads

4s narrow, it is settling considerably during rains, and much more work will
ne required before the road will be brought up to the standard of other roads
in this vicinity.
hen a mile of road is reported as being gravelled, this aoplias to a low

gtandarg road and is not intended ag 4 rencrt on a finished rend.
Gravelling is aplied ts both gradins and surfacing.
The work accomplished +o date follows:

Cleared 5.8 miles
Stripped
Sraded 2.2 $85 *

with grader 0.4 miles
with shoval and trucks 1.8 "

Surfacad 1.4 "

Cantwell.

Due to difficulties in keeping the survey crew maved and supcliss fris ghted,
it was decided to ‘work from tha Cantwell end, revising the line already located
and invastigating the possibilities of finding the best route to continue
the road to iickinley Fark.

A reconnaissance trip vis made over the head of windy Creek down Riley Creek

where a crossing was mede in the vicinity of the railroad bridge. Miller
reports that the route as feasible and that a very good location could be

worked out.
Five miles of preliminary line was run on the right limit of Jack diver,

with the intention of crossing this stream below the present bvridgesite.

ir Been, in convarsation with Ghiglione regarding the Fark connection, statad
that as far as he «as consorned he would prefer the location to follow the
Kenana River than Vindy Creake
Acsordinz to the map the railroad route would be about 8 miles shorter than

the “iindy route.
Two quanset huts are being erected at Cantwell station, for quarters and for
“arehouse purposose
Tho itema of work accomplished follows:
Surveyud, locatad line 5 miles

whe
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Dillingham.

The chief work at Dillingham during the month consisted of revairs to the

Scandinavian Creek bridge.

Lumber arrived at Dillingham this summer, but we were short 70 stringers out of

100 ordered, so will have to mit finishing other oridges. Unless Larson is able

to get timber locally he will save to cut cown on the number of stringers on the

Scandinavian bridge. So far we have nad no report as to what action ne has taken.

Kodtek,

Maintenance has been verformed upon the base road, and improvements made to the

Lission rocc, cerets*ias of widening and surfacing.

Some hyildings vhich were eoandoned by the Army at the aid of the Anton Larson

Bay road are being moved to our derot in town.

A request has been made by the amy for us to make repairs to the Chintsk Cane

road, and for us to take over the maintenance of this road in the future.

Homer.

The mainork done at tomer during the month consisted of srading 1/2 mile of road

and sandifig 2-3/4 miles on the Uiamond idge road, and gravelling 1/2 mile of road

on coth roads leadine to the uoner bench. .

Taere remains 600 feet of swamp to oe carduroyed and covered to complete the

connection of tae diamond .<idse road end the new main road,

No further work was done on the rad to the Last, on the lower oench.

Glenn Htraway.

maintenance was performed upon this route, which is in good condition.

A start was made cutting brush near Kings River, but wet weather kent the crew

busy on other work.

In several places the river is encroaching on the road, aitho not enough to cause

hazard.
.

Takotna.

Maintenance was verformed upon the local roads, ditches cleaned out, oridges

repaired and soft places surfaced.

The bridges across the Tataline liver and Gaines Creek were nainted, and part of

the ‘Talzotna bridge painted.

arrangenents were made to convert an old milding, size 16 ft by 20 ft used as a

warehouse, into a garage, and to ouild a leanto on to it for a parts room.

It is propsed to transfer Beyless to the maintenance camo at sille &8, on the
0

Glenn Highway ab the end of the seasons work and send another man to Taokotna next seas

“5-6



~6~=

Flat.

Maintenance was performed upon the local roads, vhich are in good condition.

Beams and lumber for the Otter Creek bridge were shinned from Anchorage near

the end of the month, ; ’
Flat Creek Airfield.

A start was made widening this field to a width of 150 feet, >rush was cut and

some deep dredge ponds filled. One of the local miners, Pete i-iscovich, gave us

the use of a D-8 tractor for three days, without charge, for this work.

Some further levelling will nave to be done, and fine material hauled for
surfacing.

Medfra.

The status of this work is uncertain. A tractor used at the mine to furnish power
broke dow, and the tractor we were using had to be taken to the runes

Parts laying around here for a week waiting for Clint ‘inens were finally shioned
by Alaska Airlines. ‘hebher they moved out of tucGrath is not :movm.

If parts did not arrive end Yeeck ran out of work,he will probably return vromotly.

General.

Our offices were moved from the railroad yards to the ‘est Penthouse of the
Federal building on a,gust 3rd, making a big improvement as far as the vusiness
and force is concerned. :

The ACS has been very heloful, installing a telephone connection with their
switchboard at a time vhen the city operstors were on strike, and having their men

install our wireless telepnone, vhich is underway at this time.

“lg have no word es to Coats and Cuningham returning to work. Coats seems to be
getting along suite well—probably “hile he is resting up at home—out I doubt
whether Cuningham will come back, ‘hile he seems to oe getting along fairly well
at time other times he is not so good. He is getting along in years and does not
pick up like a younger man.

Specifications for the depot were sent to Juneau on the lth of August.

General Steese left for Fairbanks by plone late in July.

The weather hag been gererally favorable for construction work during the month,
with occasional heavy rains.

There are no surplus men available for most clesees of labor. Repeated cells to
the enploymwent office fail to yet results, with the exceotion of truck drivers.

LEENe. oG. acinus s——
Sipinttndent °
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U. 3. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION ,

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

July 3, 1947

Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission J
Juneau, Alaska \an

Dear Sir:
The situation report for the month of June is as follows: ‘ p

Mountain Roads

Some snow removal work was done during the month, the road to the Gold Cnord
Wine, on the Little Susitna watershed, and the Lilo Kelly wiine on the ‘llow Creek
slove, were opened up.

The road over the Hatcher Pass was opened up on June 13th.

Palmer Roads

The roads in the valley were maintained during the month, and are in good
condition,

ieKinley Park

A small crew is engaged at the Park maintaining the road. It is planned to
erect a tent garaze near the site of the old garage to take care of repairing
equipment this summer.

& D-8 tractor was shipped from the Park to Fairbanks during the month.

The road was graded to the Park boundary, spot gravelled and regraded to Mile .

17. The side road around Park headauarters was gravelled.

The unsightly remanents of the fire at the depot was cleaned up, leaving the
place presentable looking.

Edlund oad Extension
. and '

Apart from scouting around to find a sutiable route,/the cutting of corduroy
cover 200 lin feet, no work was done on this pro ject during the month.

When the Clark road is completed the crew will move down to work on this
connection.

Talkeetna

A small crew under foreman ifulvaney left Anchorage on June 3rd, to work in
this vicinity.

No report has been received regarding the work done. The mail service is very

eer
Ww
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Talkeetna - continued

erratic and uncertain, depending to a great extent upon travellers passing bye

Russian River-Homer

Moose Pass

A fire of undermined origin caused considerable damage to the country between
Moose Pass and Kenai during the month, causing loss of tent buildings, one truck
and one pickup, considerable parts for repairing equipment, construction materials,
including 8 tons of dynamite, and soe ersonal losses amongst employees.

A great deal of time was lost fighting fire and trying to prevent it from
spreading, mostly vithout avail.

The work accomplished at this end follows:

Rock Drilled 4000 feet
Rock Blasted 1600 cu. yds.
Corduroy laid, 12 feet wide 700 lin feet
Cleared, by nand, 60 feet wide 800 lin feet
Stripped, 60 feet wide 5300 lin feet
Graded, 25 feet wide, comvletec 1.5 miles
Graded, 26 feet wide, 50% comoleted 1. mile

One pickup truck was shipped to doose Pass from Anchorage.

A wireless telephone was installed at the Hidden Creek camp, It is now working
fairly satisfactory. Our present office in the railroad yards, with equioment and

high voltage lines, is not ideal for radio reception but on the average we manage
to carry on conversations which facilitate our operations.

Kenai end

The work at the Kenai end consisted chiefly of repairs to equipment, working on

the tote road, unloading of materials, including steel for tne Kenai Aiver bridge,
and fighting fire.

Four D-8 tractors, five trucks, a motor grader and one pickup were maved over
the Tote road to the crews at iloose Pass, arriving there on July lst.

Two tractors, one four-by-four truck, camp equipment and supplies were shipsed
to Kasilof for use of the survey party, oy barge.

Homer

Four D-8 tractors have been operating, two with carryalls part of the time,
working on four large fills.

Fill No. 1 is 80% complete
Fill No. 2 is 60%

"
Fill No. 3 is 90%

"
FLL No. & is 258 n

226 lin feet of 24" culvert has been installed in Fill No. 1, and 120 lin feet
of 15" culvert in Fill No. 4.

~2<
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Homer ~ continued

Fairly good progress is being made, a great improvement over last years work.

Surveys

A crew under Kent Fuller is engaged in surveying the route between Kenai and

Kasilof., It is believed that 8 miles of located line has been run.

Hatchett is engaged with the loose Pass crews, lining up the rock and other
work ahead of the construction crew.

Lovell Point Project

Good progress has been made on this ywork-~it is expected that it will be

completed by July 15th.

Anchoraze 2oads
Sent ten a CCA IN MAS

The Anchorage roads have been maintained in fairly good condition.

Considerable work hes been performed upon bridges in the vicinity of Anchorage.
Several of the bridges over the years nave been getting into 2 bad state of dis-
repair, finally getting to a point where they were dangerous and something nad to
be done.

A bent was placed under the Chester Creek bridge, on the Spenard road.

The dutment of the bridge across Shio Creek,on the Fourth Avenue oad was

planked up and a hole under the black top filled with gravel. Traffic was carried
by the blacktop until it failed and a hole appeared.

The Bents of the Snip Breek bridge, in the railroad yards, were blocked up so

that the caps rested on the piling, and the piling braced so that they supported
the caos.

The Peters Creek bridge, on the Palmer road, was raised and timbers vhich had

failed replaced, leaving tnis bridge in good condi tion.

The bridge across the tail race, the filling of which was delayed waiting for

elephant huts to be freighted from Kenai, was braced up ard gravel hauled at the

ends of both abutmmts, removing the hazard of this bridge breaking down.

The caps of the Goat Creek bridge were braced to prevent further movement.

A bent was placed under the bridge across Caapbell Greek, at the end of the

Lake Obis road, to permit settlers to the South to connect with the Anchorage

system of roads, and permit light equipment bo cross the bridge. Running planks
were also placed on the bridge.

Large convoys are frequently going over the roads to Fairbanks, loads frequent-

ly reach 20 tons, some heavier. The ‘Lack of lumber has held back repairs for some

years, yhich makes a bad situation, particularly in view of increased and heavier
traffic.

~3-
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Anchorage Denot

Plens for the new Depot and estimates are about completed. A separateletter is belng forwarded on this subject.

Anchorage Palmer road

The main work done on this route consiste of the line change at Eagle River
where a canp was established early in the month. '

Two small carryall tractors, with D-7 tractors, end one D-? wlth dozer, have
been engaged on this york. Considerable time was lost waiting for parts to
repair tractors. One carryall was used fixing up the tractor road to our camp
at Potter Creek and also in eli-iinating a frost nazard on the Fourth Avenue road
in readiness for blacktonpping.

8500 cubic yards was moved by carryalls, the road opened up on the left limit
s0 that trucks could travel to camp, and a temporary road constructed fram Hagle
River bridge to camp, waich is located near the location on the river bottom.

With the arrival of the four new tractors, it is hoped to gake a better
showing on this project. .

Some brush was cleared off the side of road in the vicinity of Mile 24, with
the small D-4 tractor, and a gravel trap constructed near the Power Plam, where
material is availaole for Milling the tail race.

Considerable work was done on the Clark road, in the vicinityof the atanuska
bridge, as follows:

Cleared and stripped, 60 feet wide 2.75 miles
Graded, 18 ft top 2.25 miles
Corduroyed, 13 ft wide . 320. lin feet
Gravelled. None placed,
Culverts installed 56 feet of 21"
Gulverts installed 71 feet of 18"

Knik River Bridge

We have not been able to get any more lumber for decking the Knik River bridge.
Chiefly on account of forest fires destroying Limber,

Fourth Avenue Road

Considerable work was performed upon this road, eliminating a section wnich
contained clays78Si2gh bump to appear in the mad during the winter months.

A railroad hoe was used on this job. A ditch which drained a lake was excavated
to a depth of six feet, and tne material in the road in the vicinity excavated and
replaced with gravel. ‘

A stratum of clay crossed the road at this point, preventing the free flow of
. drainage water which froze during the winter months, when surface drainage closed
UP.

~h =



Medfra

ig planned to complete the gravelling of this road during July, when the
Culver tractor will be available for this work.

It is expected that this work will be started about July 8th, after the
holidays. ‘

Ed Ueeck is being sent over to take charge of this work.

Dillingham

Maintenance was verformed upon the roads in this vicinity, which are in good
. condition,

Anchorage-Potter

The vork on this project is well under way. The tractor road from Campbell
airport has been out in shape so tnat it can be travelled by cars.

The Speeder shovel was hauled to the location on a trailer borrowed from the
Alaska Railroad, and trucks and other equipment moved over this road. There was
no siding on the Alaska Xailroad in the vicinity, and this was the logical way to
move our equipment. '

The crew is camped near mile 105.5 on the Alaska cailroad, boarding at one of
the settlers.

The road has been stripped fran sta. 255, vhere our gravel cit is located to
sta. 327, at farce ureek, and a road dozed out down to Little xaopit Creek, sta.
473, which trucks can travel over, oermitting settlers in this area to connect
with the road system and travel to Anchorage.

The road has been surfaced 16 feet wide from sta. 230 to sta. 265, crossing
the first swamp, and the swamp at Faroe Creek covered.

The items of work accanplished follows:

Cleared, zrubbed and stripped, 60 ft wide 1.2 miles
Graded none,
Gravelled, 16 feet vide 67 "
Tractor road, in shape for trucks-—~good weather 5. miles

Colorado

A small crew of 5 men are engaged in maintenance work at Colorado. It is
expected that this work will be finished about July 7th, when foreman Ueeck will
go to liedfra.

Kodiak

The work at Kodiak is getting alons well, the main road to the base has been
widened. Apart from stringing cable, the guard rail along the road to the base
has been completed.

~5e



Kodiak ~ continued

Gravel was hauled to the Mission road, and three culverts installed.

The Navy has been very co-operative in furnishing equipment for widening
the road and loading trucks. :

The Army was tentatively enquiring regarding the possibility of the Alaska
Road Commission maintaining some of their roads outside the Navy reserve on a
reimbursement basis. I informed them that we would be glad to do this work
provided that we were able to get equipment.

Glem Highway

The Glenn Highway nas been maintained and is in good condition. Heavy
rains in the vicinity of Long Lake caused several small road and mud slides
during the month.

Takotna

The roads in the Takotna area have been maintained, and ere in better
condition than they have been for some years at this time.

Bayless has niade an informal arrangement with the ovners of a savmill for
us to get lumber. The bridges are all in very poor condition and lumber is
needed badly to repair them.

Ye is also in hoves of getting same lumber for the construction of a garage
but it is doubtful whether we can get sufficient for this purpose.

Flat

Maintenance is being verformed at Flat, and the. roads are in good condition.
As soon as the steel beams arrive at Flat the bridge across Otter Creek will be

replaced, It is planned to send liackey over to do this work.

General

The weather generally has been dry end hot, favorable for construction
activities, but bad for forest fires, particularly in the Kenai area.

Jack Coats is recovering rapidly, his condition is very encourageing, and it
is now expected thet he will be able to return to work before too long.

My. Cuningham has been under the weather the past few days, in the hospital.
It looked bad for hin for awhile, but he has had two blood transfusions and is
now much vetter. It is hoped he will be able to return in a week or ten days.

There are lots of new people coming to this vicinity, ad there is a surplus
of most kinds of labor, except grader men.

Mr. Sterling left for Juneau on the 20th. He has been in poor physical shape
all summer and used good judgnent in teking steps to correct his condition.

fg EL Zae Edminds, oe,
Superintendant,



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA 20AD COMMISSION

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Mr. Ike P, Taylor, Chief fngineer
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

The situation report for the month of May is as follows:

Mountain toads

th
June 6 1947

t \

Maintenance was started on the mountain roads during the month, with ditches and ~)
culverts being opened up, and water drained away from the roads.

The road to the Mabel and the Snowbird mines, on the Archangel branch, was plowed
out during the month, on a cooperative basis with miners interested.

The road to the Gold Chord mine and the one leading to ‘/illow Creek, will be

opened up early in June, on the same basis.

Palmer-asilla Road :

fhe road from the Four Corners to the crossing of “lasilla Creek, was raised one
foot by gravel haul, to get away from ice conditions during the winter and spring.

Wasilla-vatanuska toad

A new gravel trap was constructed on this route, and the branch road raised in
a low place in section 18, to eliminate glacial conditions which caused hazards
during the winter months.

McKinley Park

A small crew was engaged in overhauling equipment, maintaining the road and

plowing snow, opening up the road to the Kantishna during the month.

A fire destroyed the A&C garage and blacksmith shop on slay 23rd. jihile a few
small tools were saved, everything else was a total loss.

The mechanics kept busy working on the road with the maintenance crew for the time
being until such time as plans are formulated to suit cnanged condi tions.

Talkeetna

A small crew of five will be leaving Anchorage on June 3rd to take care of the
maintenance on the Talkeetna roads.

‘ It was intended starting a week earlier, but due to the ferrjyman being out of
toyvm we had to wait a week for him to return.

é f
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s
The main wrk done at the Moose Pass end consisted of getting organized forrepairing equipment, erecting a garage, maintaining the rad and starting upa rock crew.

328 lin feet of holes were drilled, 75 feet of corduroy laid, 12 feet wide and
75 feet of 18 inch culvert installed.
The main work done at Kenai consisted of overhauling equipment, three tractorswere dismmtled and partly overhauled.

Two barge loads of lumber were unloaded, and a floor put in the blacksmith shop.
A man was sent to Kenai to reolace Ben Peterson in taking charge of the overhaul
work, and Foreman Teague was emoloyed as a foreman in ovening ap and putting thetote road in condition for suzmer travel.
On the Homer end the main work consisted 0? grubbing and strioping one mile of
road, and making a fill with dozers. Two D-8 tractors were engaged in this work,and it is expected that a third one will be in shape about June 2nd.

A meat house was built and a platform constructed for handling diesel oil. The
Creuger clearing contract has been completed, and wuchers are being preparedso that payment may be made for the vork,

Surveys

A survey crew, under Kent Fuller, is engaged in surveying a location betweenKenai and Kasilof, and the crossing of the Kasilof River. Five miles of linewas located during the month,

Lowell Point 3uiidings

It is plamed to start dismantling these buildings early in June, get+ing a local
man, Halcolm, to do this work.

Anchorage Roads

The Anchorage roads have been maintained, and some surfacing placed to take careof soft places which developed during the breakup.

Anchorage Devot

Plans for the new depot are nearly canpleted, waiting for Van Zanten to get somelevels of the proposed site, so that foundations and sewage disposal can befigured on. ;

According te reports, we should be able to move into the Federal Building sometime in June.

Anchorage-Palmer Road

Considerable soft places developed between Hagle River and Peters Creek duringthe month requiring surfacing,
A start was made opening up the proposed revision at Eagle River. The entire

Russian River-Homer Roag
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Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer pieradAlaska Road Cosmission a asety
Juneau, Alaska

a Gane

Dear Sir:

fhe sitiwation report for the Southwest district for the month of September
|
iyis as follows:

Palmer~Matanuska Roads

Repairs were made to the road from the foot of Cobbs Hill to Matanuska,
to permit the use of the road during the winter months and assist childred in
getting to school.

182 yards of gravel was hauled on this road during the month.
The rmds were maintained with patrols, and are in gocd condition.

One half mile of brush was renoved with dozers, three starp turns widened,
the roads patrolled with motor grader, and 48 yards of gravel placed,

Wasilla—tatanuska Road

A portion of the old road which was abandoned some years ago was repaired .

to serve settlers who have moved into the area adjacent to the Alaska Railroad.
A short road was dozed out 1200 feet long below the experiment farm to

avoid snow conditions during the winter months.
Two miles of rad was brushed out with dozers, 184 yards of gravel placed

andthe roads maintained with patrols.
Palmer Roads

The roads around Palmer have been maintained in good condition with patrols.

MeKinley Park

Decking on bridges between mile 30 and mile 51 were redecked during the
mont he

The piledriver was dismantled, and the hoist and rigging samt to Colorado
to erect the 100 foot wood span across the West Fork.

The work was closed down, and it is expected that with the exception of
seven men who will overhaul equipment, take inventory etc., the crew will be laid
off around the 10th of October.

WASlLLIawrlneer Lake radamer NoCas



Talkeetna

The road was maintained between the river and
Peters Creek, and gravel.

hauled around bridge ends and low places.
A pump was installed in the cabin at the landing.
The crew will finish up and return to town early in October,

Homer ~ Russian River

Fairly good progress was made on this route during the month.

Fullers crew at Kenai has completed the located line to station 762, a

distance of 14.4 miles.
Sandin, who left our service the latter part of the monvh, had 13 miles of

read located, and ‘iilson, at Homer had 19 miles located,
Johnsons rock outfit has moved down to Moose Pass from the Park moving

600 yards of rock during the month,
The progress of the work at the Moose Pass end ag of the end of the month

is as follows:

Cleared from
Sta. 00 to 242 6.5 miles 80 feet wide

342 to 350 0.9 = 4,0 4"

tt 00 to —-~8 .15 1! 40 0

Grubbed and stripped 00 to 342 6.5 miles §0 feet wide
" 342 to 390 0.9 1 LO 4" "

ht
OOto—S .15 * 4ON 8

Levelled amd graded with dozer, . .

Sta 00 to 342 6.5 miles 2h feet wide
342 to 390 0.9 "

00 to 8 0.15 8 20" om

The road fran 00 to minus & is being built to connect with the PRA road.

Camp is being built at station 390, at "Hidden Creek."
At Kenai 10 miles of main rad was cleared, 8 miles graded and six miles

gravelled in addition to three miles gravelled around the town.

Four bridges were constructed, with a total of 46 feet.
The dock and camp buildings are completed, with the exception af doors,

windows and plumbing.
Two gravel traps were constructed, and two fuel tanks of 4000 gallon, capacity

erected,
The sizes of the various buildings at Kenai follows:

Mess and bunk house 20 x 100
_ Warehouse, warm storage 30 x 30

Garage 40 x 60
" 20 x 30

Blacksmith Shop 2axn
Power House 2@ x 20

The work at Homer has been delayed considerably on account of soil conditions,

and large guilies which have to be filled, and shortage of metal culverts,

”~ng ee



Homer - Russian River Continued

The work accomplised consisted ¢& 1.75 miles of road being cleared 80 feet
wide with 1.5 miles being graded.

TWO y 400CzalL lon tanks were erected on the spit at the dock.
The garage was completed except f@ inside wark, and a water line connected

up. Plumbing was completed in the cook house with toilet, showers, lavatory,
and water tank installed. f

An oil range was installed, anda septic tank milt to lmndle waste.
4666 cu. yards of gravel was placed on the roads, 664 lin. feet of metal

culverts installed and 338 feet of timber culverts constructed.

/nchorage Local Roads

The local rmds have been maintained with patrols, and a small crew cutting
brush and opening up culverts.

Low places across the Ship Creek flat on the Palmer road, were raised durirg
the month, .

Mountain View Road

The grading amd gravelling of these roads were completed during the month
leaving the streets worked over in good condition. Two metal culverts were instaLL

Govit Hill Road

fhe work of constructing this read was started during the month, and it is
expected that it will be completed early in October.

This read connects with the dock road near the Standard Oil Depot.

Anchorage-Palmer
cee

The crushing outfit broke down on October 26th, and while waiting for parts
moved into the vit at Goat Creek.

4392 yards of crushed material was placed upon the road during the-month, and
there remains 2 miles of road to be surfaced between the Alaska Railway at mile
146 and the Knik Bridge, to be f inished.

The réQ nas maintained with patrols, and gravel nauled to soft places.
Three metal culverts were installed with a total of 60 lin. feet of 16" culver
The portal brace on the South emi of the bridge was repaired, but due to

Large army convoys using the road the brace near the middle of the span was not
touched for the time being. Soundings were taken of the ground line under the xnik
bridge and shown upon the map kept for that purpose, and a print sent to the Juneau
office.

Cantwell Airfield

We were not able to do any work on this field this fall, owing to early snow
and frost.

Dillingham

Foreman, Ed Veeck retuered to Anchorage early in October, but maintenance work
is still under way with one af the older residents, Albert Larsen in charge.

Fu
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Dillincham—Continued

Considerable damage was done by a high tide on October 6th which raised
Scandinavian Creek Bridge about two feet at one end, breaking up some planking.

One end of the Klondyke Creek Bridge was washed out, and both ends of the
Bradford creek bridge at Kanakanak.

No word has been received regarding repairs, but it is assumed that the road
will be restored so that it can be used during the winter.

Colorado

The work of erecting the 100 foot Howe trws over the West Fork of the
chulitna is umlervay.

This work is being done by the bridge crew from McKinley Park umer foreman,
Harry Mackey.

In addition to the span, there are several piles which have been damaged in
various bents which will have to be repaired.

Curry Airfield

At the recwst a the Alaska Railroad we will be cooperating with then in
repairing the Curry Field, and putting it in shape for small planes to land. This
work will be done in October. ,

Brush will have to be cut, some levelling done to fill low swales, and the
surface smoothed up with grader.

Arrangene nts have been made forthe mowing machine and the motor grader from
McKinley Park to be snipoed down for tnis project.

AlL equipment is being moved without charge, and the men subsisted at Curry
while engaged on this work. \

Glenn Highway

Maintenance was serformed upon this route which is in good condition.
The motor grader operator moved up to camp 115 for the winter, and three men

are camped at Long Lake.

. Homer

The local rmds have been maintained with patrol, with some soft places being
surfaced,

Flat

The work closed down at the end of September, except for one man who is working
on equipment until parts arrive, which can be checked in.

Takotna

Most. of the field work has been completed. The main interest now is the
arrival of the last boat up stream with groceries and the grader, which according
to latest reports was having difficulty getting up river. ,

ondyow



Medfra
"

three trucks ani supplies have been landed at Medfra in readiness to work on.
the raid and the airport.

The doing of the work, nowever, depends upon the arrival of the Culver
tractor amd it is not known whether it will get up this fall or not.

Valdez Creek Airfield
Some work was done on the Valdez Creek during the summer, but this work was

handled direct through Mr. Smith ani local people.
General

The weather gererally has been favorable for construction work, with very
little snow or frost South of the range.

,

With crevs caning in from isolated places, the labor situation is improving.
Sandin, locating engineer, came in from the field and left for the outside

at the end of the month.
River boats on the Yukon are tied up along the river, and boats in the

Kuskokwim area are having difficulty getting up river on their last trip.

ii.
Superintendent

MCE/ng



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGE , ALASKA

°

March 3lst, 1946

Nir Ike P. Taylor
Chief ingineer
Juneau

e

4

fy
Dear Sir:

The situation report for the Southwestern district for the month

of March follows: PP
f

Palmer Roads

winter ‘maintenance was performed upon the roads, ice picked and slispery
places sanded.

:

4& Lot of snow .2l] intermittently, which drifted during high winds,
requiring the roads to te plowed out,y the mileagas on the various routes

being as follows:

Route 35a 4 miles. Route 35-H 92 miles
~B 28 * -T 8 " ‘
-F 6 “ oJ 16 " .
~G 127 " 75-1, 104 “

Anchorece Roads»
area

The roads in the anchorage/ware maintained in good condition. Some snow

fell at various times which was cleaned off tre surface and ditchas cleaned
out. hills and curves sanded and ice picked, particularly in tna
vicinity of Chuster Creek. .

The road to the Campbell airport sas plowed out, to permit settlers to
cone to towne

'

Mileage plowed out during the month 24 miles

Anchorage- Falmer.

Consistent cold weather kept glaciers active and crws busy picking ice.
Some snow fell but not enough to bother, except at the end of the month,

when a hich wind caused the road to block up in the vicinity of the 9 mile

post.

Retewe
1348

Reed Cy

Seay,



Some busaes and cars were stuck for three or four hours, while men were
rustled and a tractor sent oute
after we opened up the road the army came along with two large sno gos and
cleaned out the cerms.
This is the second time in recent years that the road hus been olocked at
this place. « regular blizzard seems to clow in this section when conditions
are ricghte
de are very poorly equipped here in Anchorege for such energencies. Usually
we gre eble te handle most drifts with our motor graders, but sometimes we
have to use tractors. as wa have no way of transporting tractors on wheel
trailers tuay have to travel on their own power, which is hard on the trector
and unsatisfactory cue to the time consumed in travelling.
It would hardly seem advisable to have a snogo standing by for emergemcies
when it might only be needed for a short period every two years cr So, dus
it might be smart to have a small D4 tractor available, which could Le
loaded on one cf our freight trucks and moved around to pluces where tractors
are required, both summer and wintere
There is a lerge number of these tractors available from surplus, end it is
recommended that one be purchased for this areie

The gravelling of tha flat at mile 146 was completed during the month, ¢354
cu yerds of gravel being placed.

The construction crew moved camo from Palmer to azklutna, and started in
on the revision at mile 25, grubbing and stripping 1/4 mile of road 100 ft
wide.
Cinders were placed upon slicvery places, and culverts thawed out

NeKinlev Park.

glmar Hosler and a few men ere going to McKinley Fark on April léth, to
take core of tne run off and start in takine cure of the road.
McDonald, in charsa of the hotels for the alzska Railroad, inforred me that
they would like to nave the read open to mile 66, where they are going to
have a small campy by Lay 15th, so that they could build up the camp and
have it ready for the opening of the season by June 10th.

Dijllincham.

Parts were finally obtained for the tractor, and the roads opened up on
March 21st ‘

Glenn Highway.

Glaciers were active, and the smaillcrew at Long Leke kept busy keeping ice
off tre roade
‘nile considerable snow fell it was not enough to bother travel, except at
the end of the month, when hish winds caused snow to drift in several places
making travel heavy, but not closing the roade

Homer
« ;
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Homer

to report has been received from Homer, so it is assumed that everything is
alright in that areae

Anchorage~ Potter road.

Due to heavy snow in the woods, we have not been able to do anything
towards starting surveys. f
“hile the weather is beginning to warm up in the afternoons, tke mornings
have been consistently axax cold, between 5 and ten above, and very little
thawing has taken place.

‘

Kus kokwim

The overhaul done during the month consisted of completely overhauling
one “ord truck und two others, less uotorse .ork was started on one of
the KO tractors.

Arrangements rave veen made to bring Soberg out of Tukotna after the new
man hus arrived and gone over various activities.
It is planned to heve both of them go to Fiat and overhaul the equipment
in that are@e

°

He reports that while the radio is working but up to the 24th of March ne

had been unaole to contact Flat, and Iam informed today that 2 message sent
to him yesterday vie flat kas not ceen deliversd. { april 3rd.) so evicently
no contact has been established.

Generale

The office force has been busy on touting work and reports during the
monthe

‘

The sub project sheets pertaining to the cost accounts were forwarded
during the month.

_The surplus property has been keeping two and three ren busy most of the
time, at the orssent time it appeers that we are going to get the following
machines.

. 1 only 302 15 3. shovel with cracline
3 only Gat Bg tragtors boom and bucket, also
3 ©

Do-4
* shovel front

2 * DS |

CO* 2 * Gat 66 pull graders
1 " P and H welder
1 * Hobart *

1 ™ Carryxull, 6 yards.



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
ANCHORAGS , ALASKA
February 28th, 1946.

vr Ike Pe Taylor
Chief ongineer

Juneau

Rr

Dear Sirs

fhe situation report for the month of Feoruary follluws:: GT
Palmer Roadse lyr

vinter maintenance was performed upon the roads, which were in good
conditione

Considerable snow fell during the month, the mileages plowed out being
as followss

Route 35-a 5 miles
~B 156 "
~F 1? *
~G 74 ®

-H 146 ”
~I 30 *

=~J 89 «

Anchorsre Roads.

The roads in the Anchorsge area were plowed out sevaral times, hills
and curves sanded, and glaciers picked in the vicinity of Chester Creek.

Tne mileage of snow plowed out follows:

Route 75 16 miles
a TS@A 98 "

Anchors ¢ce-Palmor.

Glaciers were particularly active between the Alaska Railread at mile
146 and the Knik Sridge, requiring continuous work keeping ice off the roads

The usual snow slide came down in the vivinity of the tnik ridge on
January 15th , covering the road in three different places. Cne of the slides was
250 feet long by 8 fest deep, one 2CO feet long by 10 feat deep, und the other 240
feet long by 20 feet deep. this slide was cleared off by the nite of the 17th.

On the morning of the 1Sth another slide came down, ccvering tha road
for a distance of 350 feet long and from 2 feet to 6 feet deep. This slide was
cleared out by noon of the same day.

Glaciers were kept off tne road, and the road plowed out three times
during the monthe

Cinders were placed upon curves and slinpery places

11,020 cu yde of gravel was hauled from tha pit at mile 146 during
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the month across the swamp. It is expected that this work will be completed by

the micdle of March.
159 miles of road was plowed out during the month, tne surface maintained

and rocks removed from sidehill sectionge

Dillingham.

The tfactor hes been broken down for some considerable time waiting for

parts from the stateae In the meantime snow blockedthhe road and tnere was no

way of opening it.
One small tractor and dozer was available, but the owner said it was too small

to do any good and would not tackle the jobs
Parts have been rustled from ere and shipped over to Snag Point( mxiiad

given to avaitor on Larch 9the) which should take cara of this situatione

Glenn Hishway

Glaciers were taken care of and the road plowed out curing the month, 284

miles of road being onened up.
Rocks were removed wnich fell down on sidehilis.
The inside of tna garage at mile 88 was lined with celotex, making it much

warmer
This road was in good condition duting the monthe

Homer.

The local roads were raintained and snow removed, 100 miles of road baing

opened up, including reads on the upper bench.
Tnere are a few children attending schcol on the hill. The school teacher int

informed Snolin that they were not particularly interested in the roaa o@ing kept

open for uuto traffic, as the chilcren all travelled to school on ski's.

Kus kokvim.

Soberg and one mechanic worked overhauling equipment curing the monthe

irs Soberg left. for the states, leaving Ralph available for work on the

Russian RKiver-tiomer road, if required, and we are able to yzet someone to replece him

at Takotnae

General.

The office force ave ogen busy on routine work and gathering data for reporbs.
Donald Brown arrived tne middle of the month, reporting to work on the 1sth

when Miss Secker was luid off.
Griglione, Coats and Feterson working on the surplus property board and

investigating equipment and property which wa hope to acquire to prosecute our constr«

uction programs this summer.
So fur we do not ssem to be making much progress. Miners seem to have the first

priority on equipment, and a large part of the first shipment from the aleutians,
which hus not arrived to date, altho due early in Februery, is ear marked for winurs

in the Fairbanks area.
Most of the equipment lookeda at needs repairs. Some outfits around town picked

up some of the best D-cs beforewa started in. It is reported tnat some of these were

picked up the moment they were declared surplus.
Some items shovm as good on the classified list are in very pocr shane, and gvery

thing has to ve ins scted carefully so tiat we know we are getting stuff we can usee

eS otdmunds , Sup!
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