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FOREST SERVICE. CHUGACH ‘
NATIONAL FOREST. ANCHORAGE, AK. :
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
WAsHINGTON 25. D. C.

Division of Field Services

Land Office
| FE2 21 1963 /
Mr. Edward P. Cliff _ /,i/
' Chief, Forest Service : i £
Department of Agriculture . I8 :»’?,‘/i )
Washington 25, D. C. o JL
Dear Mr. Cliff:

e

This acknowledges the receipt of your letter of Fe%ruu;y 1,
your reference: 5480, concerning the proposed airport at

Portage, Alaska. ;~
Copies of the letter have been sent to the Federal Aviation ~
Agency and to our office at Pairbanks for their information

and such action as is deemed appropriate.

Thank you for your prompt response and report on the national
forest lands. ”

Sincerely yours,

P,

SRS e S

-

Morris H. Sachs
Acting Chief,
Lands Adjudication Section
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i REPLY REFER TO \
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. e " UNITED STATES
CrpaRTVENT OF THE INTERICR
SumiAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

oL on 250 C

pPivision of rield Services
Land Office

6.050-1L

5
Y

dated
lﬁ,rwmwdmwwms&hdm
mranmmummmmut.

mclcwdisswpyotthehmrothmn, 1963, from the
cnief, Forest Sarvice, tegarteent of Agriculture,

thet portica of e requasted lends which 18 in the

Saticpsl Forest. Ac@yd%ﬁht@rmwmmw
cur office ab Fairbanks, Alaska.

Plogse airise tric office wastiar WS guggested alternate proposal
ig satisfactory, ©F Whetber you wish to selsct other lands for the
propocad ajrport.

8incerely YOUrs,

- : T 0 e

¥orris H. Sachs
mw'
laads Adjudicstion Section

e

nelosure

cet
Chiel, Forest Serv ice
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 6.05b-1L
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
WasHinGTON 25, D. C.

Division of Field Services
Land Office

-

rig 21 963
Mr. Bidward P. Cliff

Chief, Forest Service _ .
Departmsnt of Agriculture J po b
Washington 25, D. C. v

Dear Mr. Cliff:

Mis acknovledges the receipt of your letter of February 11,
your reference: 5BO, concerning the proposed airport at
Portage, Alaska.

Coples of the letter have been sent to the Federal Aviation
Agency and to our office at Pairbanks for their informstionm
and such action as is deemed sppropriats.

'nnnkyouroryourprouptresponuundnportonthtmml
forest lands.

S8incerely yours,

L 1‘5. ¢ T -
Morris H. Seshs

Acting Chief,

Lends Adjudication Secticm
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e UNITED TTATES 6.
) e O5-iL
55 r S ATNT OF THE ITORIL
: - o DF LAND MA L AGENENT
S8 0 C
Division of Pleld Ssyvises

mwmmmmmmm,MMﬁ,
1968, m»mmgmasmwwmmwm
under Section 16 of the Federal Alrpowd .2 3

Speloeed 15 & copy of the letiar of Pebwusyy 11, 1963, fyem the
Chie?, Forest Servise, Depmrbmmat of Agvicultasre, comodrning
mzp@m;ﬁm@fmmmmmmmu in the Chugsoh
Babimmsl Pozeeb. ﬁwﬁmmmmmmw
sur of tige ob Fairbsnis, il

AL

Plosss advise this office whather e sugpestsd allernete
is sabisfactery, wmmmmmmmmmmm
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State of Alaska ) >

Portage Alrport ¥

Pebruary 1Ly 1%‘3

[ e pu—

o s T

[

The Diregbor
Buresu of land Henagensud
wWashingbong 4. G

Pesr hr. Landstrom: iz 77//3’,/;5/&%/
|

Beference is mede bo bhe Sovember 29, 1962 request [Tom the Federwl
Awigbion Agency to the Seoretery of the Interior for the conveyance

of gertain lands Yo the Stete of 2lasks pursuant to the provisions

of Section 16 of ihe Federal slrport dchk. A portion of the lands

reguested is in dhe Chogach Nationsl Forest and your office has

asiced 1f the Porest Service hes any objepbtions bo the proposed frang-

Ter.

Reglonal Forester P. J. Hepson at Juneau hes studied the lupact of
the proposed transier and fwmished s & veport ou i%. The lacis
and elircunsbances he nes revorbed revesl thab conveysnee to the Slabe
of 4lesks of the Hational Forvest jlands which world be involved in
the requested transfer would not be conslisbent with the needs of the
Forest Service.

ihe Haldomal Forest lands proposed for tranefer include twp aress
plamed for use a8 so sdnindstrabive site for publie recrssbion
improvements. The site finelly selected for development depends upon
availaeility of waber snd the Forest Service hes slrssdy expended a
slzable amount of money in well drilling on one of the sites.

The Natlongl Forest lands zise include a tndrd site plonned for use
a8 & Visitors Informatbtion Service feabure. Un iis site bhe Forsst
cervice plang to use & portion of the old Portage Glacicr Povest
Hlghway =& & loep road to serve the developmenb.

Glearing & 2000' soprosch on Nabiousl Forest lund soubhessb of the
end of the exisbing sirvstrip would lmpeir secenie valves szlong the
portege Glacler Forest dighway. This is an dsporband tourdst route
bermineting ab Portege Ylucier where the Fovest Service has susud
slzeble anvusis of money for public ysorestion developsents sad plans
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - f?{;re af gamigﬁ s E» }.‘-,} Py =, w{(y/\ C/// &
Memorandum === == = —
TO ¢ {hief
FROM ! p, b, Hanson, BRegional Forsster

SUBJECT: §alas and Grants {8tate of Alaska, Portage
AIRMATL —_— -—-—j

The proposed transfer of lands for the Portage Aar§a£%~Weﬁ%d have“a'nﬁﬂ”“*“
siderable impact on Batiomal Porest resources and vaiaes-§he-ggﬁgcxyai““"*
conflict being with recreation values. The Forest Sewrvy, han

in the proposed conveyance falls within the Portage Gisy ]

Area, whick is the wost important and heavily used reefgzi§;n~31
the Chugach Wational Forest.

TR LI

e have preparsd a photograph mosaic showing the proposed tract and the
location of some of the features that would be affected. Heferring to
enclosed coples of this mosaic, you will note the following:

{a} Proposed tract includes two aveas currently plaanad for uss
as an administrative site for a rocreation adwinistration station.

spproximately $13,000 has already been speunt for well drilling on
site mumber 1. §ite nomber 2 i3 an altorpate for use in the owent

that sufficient water cammot be found on site mumber 1.

{b} Proposed tract also includes a site {(numwbsr 3) planned Zox
use as 8 V.I.8. feators, <donstruction of the new Portage Glacier
Fovest Highway has left a part of tha old road ideally suited for
use ag a loop road o a V.I.8. facility. This site affords an
axcallant view of a hanging glacier of intense blue color.

{fe} Clearing an approach zone 2,000 feet long on lational Forest
land southesst of the end of the existing ailrstrip would detract
from the scenic values along the Portage tlacler Forest Highway.
The highway traverses seven miles of this outstanding recreation arsa,
providing access to three campgrounds, and terminating at Portage

flacier, where the Region has jJust completed a §70,0300 restroom

facility., Plans call for addition of a $30§5,000 v,1.8. building,
Anything that diminishes the assthetic valuves along this voad is
a detriment to the recreation facilities which the Region has
installed and projescted. Copias of the development plan wmap for
the Portage Glacioer Recreaation Area are suclosed. h

¥or the foregoing veasons, the Rawzan orjects to the proposaed land transfer,
as it affects Hational Forast land., The Begion recommends that this nart
of the land transfer application be denied,
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Thers is an altermative solution to the problems, i.e,, to extend the
existing runway to the northwest 1,500 feet, and use a portion of the
National Forest lands spplied for as an approach zZone.

The Chugach Forsst advises us that it is feasible to extend the runway io
the northwest. This involves £11ling in all or a portion of a horrow pit,
or if the aligmment of the rumway is changed slightly, the pit can be
bypassed. The land involved is nearly level and the surface is underlain
with gravel, This type of area represents the cheapest kind of construc-
tion opportunity found in slaska. Clearing an approach zone Lo the
porthwest of the extended strip involves only & small clump of trees
betwesn the runway and a branch of Portage Creek. Beyond Portage Creek
.-the trees are short enough and far enough from the runway as to require
jittle or no clearing. Any clearing that might be needed to widen the
southeast approach zone provided by the existing runway on National
Forest land can be handled under special-use permit procedure with the
objective of meeting air approach requirements with a mininum of damage
to recrestion values. All of the laund that would be involved in that
portion of the existing runway, extended rTunway, aad approach zone to

the northwest of the Hational Forest boundary is public land under control
of the Bureau of Land Management.

The Portage Airport is used primarily as an smergency airstrip at this
time, and we presume that this will continue to be the main use., It was
built about 1946 by a contractor who was building tuonels on the railroad
to Whittier, and was used at that time to supply the construction camp.
Anothey minor airport iz located 12 miles away at Girdwood. The Begion
has no objections to contim ed emergency use of the existing alrstrip

on National Forest land pending conmstruction of a new facility.

In May of 1960, the State Division of Avistion applied to the Chugach
National Forest for a special-use permit covering the National Forest
part of the Poriage Alrport. They were asked for a plat of the area and
avidence that the FAA had approved the aeronautical suitability of the
site, This information was not supplied. The permit was never consum~
mated.

Enclosures

L
cc: Chugach (2) w/enclosures and cc of Hendee's 1/9/63 memo
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~ Forest Service
Washington 253, . €.

3480

Regional Forester, R-10 Jamuary 9, 1963
Edward P. Cliff, Chief By
CGrant - State of Alaska, Portage Airport

The Federal Aviation Agency has requested transfer of certain Government
lands to the State of Alaska for public airport purposes. & part of the
requested land is in the Chugach National Fovest. The F.A.A. request and
related papers are attached.

The Bureau of Land Management has asked 1f the Forest Service has any
objections to the transfer and requested that we advise them of any special
stipulations or reservations such as timber, minerals, ete., that should
be included in the conveyance.

The plan is for BLM to handle the conveyance to the state for these lands.
This will require a revocation of the withdrawal for Hational Forest purposes
of the Hational Forest lands that will be involved. 7This can he handled
here. We will recommend to BIM a provision in the conveyance to the stale
to the effect that, in the event the transferved property reverts to the
United States, a withdrawal action will be initiated by the Forest Service
to restore the lands originally in the Chugach to Nationsl Forest status.

Flease review the F.A.h. request and adwise if there are any Forest Service
cbjections to the transfer as proposed. Also, suggest any additional clauses
for inclusion in the conveyance, includiag the right to use the airport,
which you consider essential for the protection of the Forest Service.

It will be helpful if you can give us a description of the portion of the
requested area that will be derived from MNationsl Forest lands. Pechaps
the BLM State Directors Office can provide this information. We will need
the description in comnection with the withdrawal revocation.

We will appreciate recelving your report on this request not later than
February 1. Please return the map in the attached assembly with your reply.

Enclosures




