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/Submitted herewith is the draft of an Executive order which
| gNTERIOR OEprWill withdraw the public land in an area containing 1,210,000 acres
|

RECEIVED on the north and west side of Cook Inlet, Alaska, for the use of the
|

AUG~7 194] War Department as an aerial gunnery and bombing ranges ‘The with-
!

SECRETARy's drawal was requested by the War Department as a national defenseAIL CENTER
'@ SOLICITOR Measure.

After careful study and consideration of the request of the
ii War Department of October 29, 1910 to withdraw an area on Kenai
Peninsula for the same purpose, which area was found to be important
and valuable for the preservation of wildlife and other purposes,
a substitute area was informally suggested at a conference between
officials of the Fish and Wildlife Service and of the War Department,
and was found acceptable to the War Department. This alternate area
‘is the subject of the proposed order submitted herewith.

|

|

j

On June 20 the Office of Indian Affairs was informed of the
proposed withdrawal of the alternate area, and this office has been
informally advised that there is no objection thereto. The cor-

_ respondence will be routed through that Office for endorsement.
Maleeee?” The proposed order excepts fishing villages and the Moquawkie Native
| AUG 1S 1541 Reservation at Tyonek, containing about 25,000 acres. There are

UNDER. 91.01 acres of patented mission and trade and manufacturing sites
SP GRETARY in the area to be withdrawn, and an outstanding coal prospecting

“permit embracing 287 acrese

!

|

oD

The records of this office show that the land for the most
part is low and flat, and contains a large area of muskeg. The
more northern portions are mountainous, the highest part being
Mt. Spurr which has an elevation of 11,06 feet. Except for the
villages on the coast the area appears to be uninhabited.
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The Kenai Peninsula area was the subject of investigationand report by the Division of Investigations, but in view of theinformation available in this office, the Office of Indian Affairs,and of the Fish and Wildlife Service concerning this alternate
area, it is not believed that a field investigation is necessary

It is recommended that the proposed order be submitted tothe President.
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To Secretary
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For Signature

INTERIOR DEPT Ry
dear Ure Seerstary:

‘

ce AGJULoeoe a t enclose a copy of «a draft of an Bxeoutive order which t
|ayNEW this day tranamitted to the President, through the usual channand which will withdraw the public lands in an/area containing1,220,000 acres on the north and west side of Cook Inlet, Aleeke,
oterangnet‘for the use of the War Departnent ag an aerialgumery end bombing
4JG~ 7

194FEmEe*
TGR ENTER, In your letter of October 29, 19140 you requested the withdrawal“SOLICITOR » tuo avons of land, one in the iumedinte vicinity of, and the other ‘

about twenty miles southwest of, Anchorage, Alaska,on the Kenad Oya Peninsula. the area in the demediate vheinity of Anchorage was with-
php\

drawn by Executive Order No. 8795 of May 16, 19).
Wy

ahie 44 A The area now proposed to be withdrawn f* a aubatitution for the oecoinskewed Poningula aren. By conference and correspondende between
representatives of the War and Interior Departments, it was determined— that the Kenai Peninsula area wee important and valuable for theTRE. ivenerwation ef whlidlife and other purpodes, and that the alternate|US. “aren asross Cook Inlet would suit the purposes of the War Department.

Within the area now proposed to be withdrawn are 91.01 sores ofpatented mission and trade and manufacturing sites, and approximatelyi Heat REP G5,000 anren were withdrawn by Bxeoutive Order No, 2144 of February27, 1915, and eubsaquently dent gnated as the Moquawkle Native Reser~[4 twation,
near the village of Tyonek, There is aleo an outstandingENTER Goml prospecting pernit enbracinug 267 acres adjoining one of the

patented olaime.
LORS EEA .

.iReon NtFiteED |

nner et Sinowrely yours,UG Le 14 nog 43 1941
AUG 13 1941CaM ase“GageSee) SeECRELARTEMAIL CFNTER
orPe iRay. (Sgd.) HAROLD L, ICKES

Secretary of the Interior.fon, Henry Le Stinson,

Seeretary of War. .
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