
Due to the extreme unrest in this vicinity caused by high wages
being paid at the airbase, no other result could be expected.
Closing of the F.E.Co. has hebped the situation somewhat.

Clifford did not finally arrive on the job until the 27th.
Edmunds kept him in here to survey the 4th avenue job for a week.I had only a brief chat with him and am unable to pass any judgment
on him. Edmunds and Niemi are both skeptical except that they
admit he knows engineering. They fear timidity and lack of
confidence.

After the 75 went thru the toy bridge at Kings River in
a high stage of water, the driver barely escaping with his life,I had them take the driver from here and drive the false work
for the steel bridge wkich will now be used fon a crossing. I
would have had them trestle to the old railroad bridge as was
outlingd in the instructions as the first and most important
thing to do, except for the fact that they had robbed the old
bridge of materials until it would have required 150 feet of
trestle. The driving is very tough and I anticipate trouble
from washing out should they have a very high stage of water.
They are practically thru with the driving.

The materials for the pile driver finally arrived and the
new driver is now in the process of construction at Eska Creek.
This bridge should be completed in 15 to 20 days and they will
then move to Moose Creek false work. One can drive straight thru

on the grade to Sutton now escept for the detour across Eska Creek
and thru the woods for a few hundred feet.

Bagoy is camped at Moose with the finishing crew and most of tt
equipment, Johnson is camped at Sutton with no equipment whatever
and acting as a super warehouseman, forwarding agent and freight
handlger, ( Niemis idea) . I do not approve until it is proven that
Johnson cannot move dirt; if it is so proven he should be given
warehouse job at $150 a "month or canned. Johnson has been
valuable in getting things togeHther and in seeing that other camps
were supplied, but to the neglect of the main idea until Niemi
became disgusted. Littlejohn is at Kings River doing Ok as usual.
The rock crew is at 34 in charge of a foreman who needs a lot
of education, but who, 1 believe, has the capacity to learn after
being jacked up a few times.

I'm laying off of actively directing the construction as much
as my nature will permit, but cant help going wild once in
awhile. I pray to the heavenly father that Clifford will be OK
as Niemi has more than he can do, what with Takotna and Army stuff.

WEXS Plane came in with Soberg and a cracked skull last
nite; expects to be CK in 3 weeks. So I wired Nash to send Murray
over at least temporarily as the thing was in condition so that
it could not be left. Have not heard from Nash yet.

My intention is to again reconnoiter Sdaw Creek at least thorol
by plan@to avoid the deep dip into Caribou’and the horrors of
Kack Ass Creek . This would put the road on the Noth side of Squaw



Creek behind Sheep Mountain.
2— i'm practically worn out with back packing, siwashing

and sleeping in the rain, but this trip will wind it up
except for taking them out by the neck and showing them, after

iy first fully explaining it from the map. Nodoubt they would get
a road thru if I sat and did nothing, but I often wonder about that

Lo
|

Understand I'm not kicking, I still like it.

Poa I'll be free for a spell here about July 15th and will probab.
|} visit Shepard via Fairbanks. Will be glad to go to Nome later

“Vv |
if you think I can do any good there. Please advise on this.

eh i scene

. Yours very truly,
“f yf adilif

prvecetigHawley Sterling;Asst. Chief Engr’
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Department of the Interior
ALASKA ROAD COMMISS ION

Anchorage, Alaska

|

Usy 22, 1942 fe |
/

Mr. G. H. Skinner,
Chief Clerk, A. R. G.;
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Mr. Skinner:

Please send the following
Land Office plats to this office for use in
connection with the survey of the road from
Palmer to the Richardson Highway:
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Yours very truly,
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partment of the Interior
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSTON

Anchorage, Alaska

May 14, 1941

, }
/ :

ur, J. T. Gunninghan, jj ge
Actig Genera Manager, ILafi ff
Alaska Railroad, vi f
Anchorage, Alaska. / aae -v4

jyre
Dear Mr. Gunninghon. Uy

In reference to your letter of May 12th con~.

cerning use by the Alaska Road Commission of the abandoned railroad
grade between Sutton and Chickaloon as part of the new road to the
Richardson Highway.

7 ett Nite Thee Paarl ar,A
ae

Caief ingineer , Alasxa Road Counission, guneau, andhe gavises that
with thete wet} sp olo BN cee ‘ i fe

Alaska“pailroad to the effect that sf the “Railroad at any time in
the future Pinds it necessary to rebuild the railroad between

Satton andf Chickatoons
the Alaska Road Commission will vacate the

wo byes at meee Bashy mr onh Dag d Soemiasion exoense.

sihtl Abn oF vrour“yi

soprant made ut by vot

Department, I will sign it for the Alaska Road Commission.

aYours very traly, wo

aotHOES
ec ~ Juneau.-



Department of the Interior
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
Anchorage, Alaska

May 12, 1941

ne
ae

é ath,

Mr. Ike P oo. Taylor, f . rad
ae

Chief Engineer, Ae Re C e9 eos ‘ .
cnt

:a
Juneau, Alaska, NO SON

-

Dear Mr. Taylor:

I an forwarding a ¢opy of a
letter received from Mr. J. T. Cunningham,
Acting Menager, Alaska Railroad, with reference
to the railroad grade between Sutton and
Chickaloon, which we were contemplating using,
where practicable, as a location for the road,

Yours very truly,

Superintendent .

6 at!MCE:S do #b
Attach.
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Department of the Interior
THE ALASKA RATLROAD

Anchorage, Alaska
May 12, 1941

Mr. M, ©. Edminds, Superintendent,Alaska Road Commission,
Anchorage, Alaska,

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your letter of May 8th, concerninguse by the Road Commission of the old railroad grade between
Sutton and Chickaloon, as part of the new road leading from
Palmer to Richardson Highway.

Your request was referred to the General Manager and
he advises that this old grade may be used by the Road Commissionbut an agreement mist be entered into by the Alaska Road Commission
and the Alaska Railroad, to the effect that if the railroad at
any time in the future finds it necessary to rebuild the railroad
between Sutton and Chickaloon, that the Alaska Road Commission
must vacate the railroad grade and construct a new highway at
Road Commission expense, He feels doubtful that you can legallydo this, and suggests that you abandon the idea of using any partof the railroad grade.

.

The railroad has no objection to allowing of Alaska
Road Commission to use some of the timbers of the old bridgesover Granite Creek, King River and Chickaloon River; also, anyof the old mildings above Sutton and Chickaloon.

Yours very truly,
(Signed J.T.Cunningham)

J. T. Cunningham,
Acting General Manager,
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SUF ~Y_ON THE PAIMER-RICHARDSON CUT- ~E
, YO6

|
ge

“eyThe following report covers the work of a survey party working on the road/
from Palmer to the Richardson cut-off.

The party was first located at Moose Creek in Railroad 'Outfit Cars'. After
sufficient ground had been located the party moved up to Sutton and worked out
from there for some time, The 'Outfit Cars! were left at Sutton to be used by
carpenters and the survey crew moved camp to Kings River.

The survey party consists of Niemi, Ghiglione, Spach and 4 axemen.

The survey started from the end of the gravelled road about 8miles north-
west of Palmer.

The survey runs through the NW quarter of Sec. 10, SE quarter of
Sec. 3, crosses Moose Creek railroad branch approximately 3/4 mile
from junction of Main Branch Line, then through middle of Sections 2
and 1, through NW quarter of Sec. 6, TL8N, R3W, through SE quarter of
Sec, 31, TLON, R3E, through NW quarter of Sec. 32, through SE quarter
of Sec. 29, through north half of Sec. 28, joining Railroad near old
Sutton washing plant at R.R. Mile 19.1, a distance to this point of
9.1 miles.

The Railroad grade was then followed to Mile 23.5 near Kings River
for a distance of 4.4 miles from Sutton, Leaving the R.R. at Mile 23.5
the line crosses Kings River 200 ft. above the R.R. bridge and joins
the R.R. grade at 24.2, following it to 24.5. Leaving the R.R. at
24.5 the line follows somewhat along the old Tote Road through the
north half of Sec. 21 and the south half of Sec. 15, TLON, RAE, joining
the R.R. again at Mile 26.2, just inside Sec, 14, Survey practically -
completed to this point for a total distance of 16.4 from the quarter 2
corner of Sec. 9 and 10, TIEN, R2E. &

bE
!

The approximate mileages surveyed so far are as follows: “

Road Railroad jo
Palmer 00.00 6.5
Moose Creek 7.5
Railroad Grade - Sutton 14.1
Kings River 19.3
Start of Detour above

Kings River 19.6 2h,.2
Junction with Railroad 21.4 26.2
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Anchorage Als May 3 1941

Taylor
Juneau Als

Location of road from Palmer to Richardson Highway o 0 o stop Route

using railroad grade appears OK

Edmunds

Original filed 26/293
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4-11-41

See correspondence with Edmunds and

Taylor on file 26/295 re supplies, etc.,
for Palmer-Richardson Highway route and

establishment of warehouse at Sutton
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Juneau Alaska April 1 1941

Ike Taylor
Care Ummel
Seattle

00000 Re Sutton honest opinion is reconnaissance revealed

nothing new as map indicates stop Route vie Premier Jonesville Eska

maiter of policy not terrain but probably better serve them later by

branch road stop Actually because connection with grade just beyond

Sutton can be made via lower route much sooner than upper route appears

less justification for warehouse than before
stop] Anchonee

office seems

set on Sutton warehouse and I do not wish appear arbitrary in matter stop

If decision changed please let me know stop In any case believe most of

culverts should go to snetorage |
x6 /292

Steriing

Original filed au/s2,
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Wareh 28, 1942
Mr, Hy, &, Edmunds
Superintendent, A. R. 6.
Anchorage, Alaska

Bear Sir:
The I have never seen any of the country between Premier and

donasville, Lt was a foregone conclusion, as map plainly Indicates, thai
the terrain is much mors broken up than that of tha route on the high bench
close to the raibroad as recommended in your wire. As stated in the orl-
ginal reconnaissance report, the object of suggesting the reute via Premier
and Jonesville was based enbirely on giving a daily outlet from these places
and to open up dome new country. ‘There was et the tine considerable doubt
ag to whether the additional road ahould be built an order to afford this
outlet. On the route which has now been approved, you may have the addi-
tional advantege of using some of the old tote road between Moose Greek
and Sutton.

In the light of this change 14 appears that some serious cone
sideration should now be given'te getbing onto the railroad grade about
3/8 of a mile east of the Sutton "Y," rather than to swing to the mouth of
the canyon of Granite Creek. ‘This decision would be based upon the feasi-
pility of controlling2 erossing of Granite Creek with dikes ator near the
raiirosd crossing. I “make no oretense of saying whether or mot it le faas~
ible but the lower route cortainily has some very marked advantages.

‘Reference is made to Map 602A, of which we have just forwarded
you three copies. Assuming you ean 20 locate the road as to get off the
bench st 1480sst near the "5" in "500" und strike « course slightly south
of zeast. for one mile where, in that distance you wouldtie into the rail-
voad gerade just befot'e reaching the 3 dots representing buildings along the

| pallroad-«the following comparison might be wade:

From point of beginning to a eressing at the mouth of Granite
Gresk Canyon and from there te where you would logically tie into the rail-
road grade are 4-1/8 miles of read to build, some of which will involve
considerable curvature.

From the
sage begiming point to the same connecting point via

the railroad grade is 33 miles with flat grades and easy curves already laid
aut and only 1 mile of road to build. If it be assumed that the Granite
Creek crossing would be the same regardless of location, there is only the
comt of dike to comiider.

The comparison is then:

fo
r
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3/28/41

inl ft miles gt $8,000 eeatuusereeaese GIGy000

Rea PP ricketea :

et Shepp

L nile 8 $5,000 EH DES Ee x00e$8,000

2% miles rehabilitated rallread grade @ 1,500 12,125.

This would Leave
$21,000,

af required to construct any neces
sary dike, which acsordinueRes pass performance would buld 5,000 feet of
good Tike si 7 GO Sirpe Tho Balt: count om your read
would abmos he ah Least ‘one-half mile «shorter and’

you

2
would certainly have

better sligncent.

Perez hope” S ce soy tareMo PS Bethany A

Pat ay BesordFmng
Assistant thisf Engineer

HSaaH



Juneau Alaska March 26 1941

Ike P Taylor
c/o J R Ummel
Seattle

From Edmunds quote Reurtel Niemi and I made reconnaissance trip from Jonesville

to Moose Creek and indications are that on account of rugged terrain broken up

country road should go direct from Moose Creek to Sutton crossing Moose Creek

near mouth and following high bench on right limit of Matanuska similar to

road from Palmer to Moose Creek stop This changes picture entirely and Sutton

would be logical distributing place for this area stop In view of this advise

whether you still want cold storage warehouse at Sutton eliminated from requi-

sitions advise rush expect to have survey party in field located at Moose

Creek by first unquote In view of reconnaissance he is probably right stop

Please answer direct
Sterling

Seattle Yn Mar 27 1941

Sterling
Juneau

Advised Edmunds construction of storage warehouse Sutton approved 00000

Taylor

Originals filed 26/293

13/191-1



Anchorage
March 10th, 1941

Mr. Ike P.Taylor
“Chief Eagineer
Juneau

We will require a good warehouse at Sutton for at
least two years, for the present we are planning on cold storage,but later on we will have to have a place for perishables and a plecefor at least one man to stay.

If we ere to go ahead the sooner the warehouse is built
at Sutton, the better.

Another matter that will be coming up is the obtainingof right of way from the end of the Moose Creek road across land which
has been homesteaded.

It is not possible to do any figuring on this until a
survey has been made so that we know where we want to go, but some
of the land in this area is owned by persons who are not now living
here, and it is possible, unless we are able to follow section lines
fairly closely, that there may be some delay in getting permission to
cross some of the homesteads.

Yours very truly

/s/ M. C. Edmunds

Supt.

Original filed 26/293

13/191-1
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. February 28, 1941
Hr. MH. 6, Edmonds
Sunearimbandent, A, BR. oO.

hecg:

Anchorage > Alaska

the.west“end of the proposed
1

new “road.

Walle we expect to be advised of the apropriationheaving boos, 23 ig pogcibl tuchnobice mlsHenin
6 finan pied wR Sete be way Memes Boom

be delayed for anotherweonth. However,

cm

cos
: i wst ving a

actually
2

masse » However, it is very desirable thet we have a
survey party start on thal end as scom as woalnor conditions are
at all

Favorable.
The copt of the survey, of course, can be

:
. Pat

Congider Seay 40 valag] Wks

to this ned project andwhile
go deviinite deelgion hag been made

Ae Sep spe he oa na 2is yesy dikely fuel be be ua

st, 4S =
x vs hare red Se Lomo Pray bet

csahaniatelOe Late Mabe an Sate nee oe we he Re ee, cee one per poe in ed ent Sotelo

aPark Service indicates at least a apobablity that the funds for
ithe Park will be greatly reduced. If this is tus cass IT sae no
reason why Elser Hosler could not be left in charge.

BELO |a

I would prefer te leave final decision on this, how~
geekDCP dines

Sree ciyreie Jy Remi weedeat atin

Very truly yours;

ike P. Taylor
Ghief Engineer

xPTSH
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSTON

anchorage
February 24th, 1941

Mr Ike P. Taylor
Chief ungineer

Juneau

Dear Sirs

I noticed in our local paper «a few days azo an

ils000,000. had been
included

in the
estimates submitted

te
2 a

Gay bs

fumds

So far we have had no discussion concerning the proposed work, of
the number of survey parties we should have in the

piehee controlling
points

oo mtsinc et .
5 > Roan pty

Bo FTyrs al we AoetAsPN ee ee kel
the vicinity of the Alaske “allroad bridge, whether we are goinng to ‘make use
of the old railroad grade between Sutton or Chickaloen or keep higher up
towards the foothills, which I am in favor of until detailed surveys showthe railroad grade practical,

Another possibility, if the work is t@ be rushed, as I assume it
will be, whether it would not be advisable to construct

vemperery
bridges

across some of the bridges on the old railroad grade, §

so that it could be used
tennoresd de San esttine ant materiel:wee we OY

unications with advance erewa, which would speed up the work considerably «

mor en =“wud

Again, the question of the survey crews - is important, it would seam
to me that there is no necessity of keeping Ghiglione at McKinley Park on a
small program, and that he could be used to better advantage in charge of
surveys and bridge locations, with Spach running instrument on one

party.
if the work is to be done in a rush, there is no reason why a survey

party could not start out
‘rom

the Falmer -end around the first of April , and,if desired, piledrivers couldbe moved to pleses where required at any time.
_ While you, no doubt, have plans of operations in mind, we would liketo be advised of what the tentative outline is, particularly in reference to

Ghiglione, whether it is planned to have him on the new work or keep him at
McKinley Park for the summere
cersareitoes,

Bds-u4



Februarygis 1941

tor, WM. CO. Edmunds
Superintendent, A. BR. €.
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Sirs
Advices have recently been received indicating a favorable

|

possibility
of funds for the Richardson Highway-Palmer Road. In view of

His and the imnoctance of securing immediate ecticn im the Pield i? and
when the definite word is given, it is thonght desirable to outline a
tentative plan for the beginning of the work.

Imevin mombers are gofinitels
Sale Ad it ae me er Antenne

Set
4 -
/ tentatively placed as follows: /.2
_—

Rowbe 35B~ Hasiiia-Fishhook-—Palmer.

ate
3 4 MAPA M Boast Lhe mle Stearnaor tonPalmer-doose Grek RPOLROer Ue Greet SS ATs

Subbesd - 351 - Name changed from Moose Creek Read te | / M

FS)

Lake, ile 75)0 Thismileage, for, references balow / iis segregated as follows:

Noose Creek penecvenscacvenscresanene eH Le Te
gonervilio {yallroad erogsing} 135

ae s :*. eyeiunc WEE5 Tt te Gye x
Set Tiwi WR Er aac, wie aie aten

east GranLte Crack
fines River Pes cca d 4 oe ork
ae: Pe

Sadat Sal
tome wiry ere

Shickeioon River Crossing oeeeneneueee 32
Hicks Crask Crossing DH OH EH 52
Caribou Greek Grossing é2

Tonite WtLED eee ce

Reference |is made ta Sterling’# RaconnaissariceReport ‘ofFink CPi + y+ vt

WOoROORE iG, 354s 0 Unless furtaer juvestigation Bik. Gupvey OPings oro
gome serious objections, 1t appears the logical location between the
end of the Moose Creek Road and Chicksloon River {mile 32) should be ss

outlined. This will be discussed with Niemi when he arrives here.

On this assumption plens should be formileted for immediately
(upon advice) establishing eamps in the following priority and according.

te
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d
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Reproduced at the National Arshives and Records Administration-Pacific Alaska Region (Anchorage)

HEADQUARTERS ALASKA DEFENSE FORCE
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

DARNE HMR EICESRALAIER

Fort Richardson, Alaska
January 6, 1941.IN REPLY

REFER TO:

Alaska Road Commission
dmeau, Alaska.

Abbention: Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer.

Dear Ur. Taylors

I appreciate the opportunity, afforded me by your recent letter,
af expressingmy opinion conesrning the proper width of roadway for
bridges on the proposed Palmor - Tiohardson Highvay Koad.

The new bridges whieh you will build will be usablo for the next
fifty or more years, During that period it is reasonable to expect a
considerable increase in traffie on the Richardson Mighway which might
warrant double width roadways. During this same period, however, changes
may be expected in the roads in the matter of reducing or eliminating
eurves. Thus new bridges may be required. Consequently, I fesi that
bridges of single width roadways would be most appropriate. The only
exception to this would be ths bridge over the Tanana River, which I
believe should accommodate a double width roadway. ‘Where other road ap-
proachss are sush that there is no Likglihoed of chanze, two track bridges
would be warranted.

x

*So fav as military requirements exist, two track bridges require
5 tle traffic control and are thus preferred but are not a necessity.

when only one track bridzes exist we would institute rigid traffic scon-

trol whenever the military necessity; therefor arose in oomnection with
heavy troop moverents.

Cordially yours,

3 * 3 * BEC NER,
Brigadier Gensral, U. 8. Army,

Commanding.

Original letter filed with :
additional correspondence :
on File 13/80-24
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Anchorage, Alaska,
November 12, 1940,

Ta Ptep D
Nov 1811940

/

Alaska Road Commiesion,4Anonorage be-Ogh 3 aweae

Dear Sir:

aboachecd hereto- ‘ ag Tazling Lake to Chi

wo Prtmte Sons apo Alta *f
"aa . 5oe / required:

guy f i141, MPsxe
~
~ 100, scale 1” ~ 400", Location

* vy Wee 4
: af as Of Ta 2yot, #

Vr seule 1" — 400f, "
scale 1" 400", "

a ; hereto a bound copy of the Alaskan
5101 rt for the period from March 12, 1914,
5 ch describes the route between Copper

Engineering Cody
to December 31,
Center andl Ohi ek
this report available, so will

appreciate
it “Lk you will return

th tan wha» at Inne cemyed —-—,td ad bate we LEE

eoret thet we h:Core St Gast We

Your Pile is returned herewith,

Very truly yours,
wee

0. F. Ohlson,
General Mansger,

SEP OT

Pan, Aiene
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It is believed if funds for this voad are nob made
the

beginning |of whe ‘open season next year thatAt will not be possible to
Set ALLL 2. UES L On SE : tatwe Be oof a °

Tf can 4 mtn Sy vata OLS aeWaleitdheees “wiars wei tate

4 Rooke i ‘ *ymake it possiible © purchase‘the necesse“YF equipment
and lay
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route At would “hen be possible bo move in construction orew

sort of
questionable,

to April 15, to. insure “traffic sebting ‘thru bhthis sea
might be
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Ike P, Taylor
Chie? Engineer



October 19, 1940

Mr, M. C. Edmunds
a ; 3

Superintendent, A. KR. C.
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Sir:
Attached is a letter from MacDonald relative

to railroad maps and profiles of survey of Chickaloon ~

HighvaySection.

CC

rm, te neat nesnasscoyr hy stants innl MA at me ae ae ee

at this dae it “would be worhueJe investigate and
rinevi 443:Guy guar aradice we is avalLable.

for a road would be distant from the railroad location, but
there are sections where the nature of the country brings“ anemia bee aheaations WOLLT UMCOUTTE*S Le2 « bea eayaaelhice toe3 hoe ®“ar, se ces) os

a

ba of value.
2 A st bb ayCe WELD TeeGre ve

ports, they would be nendy “bo have. We would be interested
in seeing en inventory of this material.

ete EAL} t

whet Dp ed

Vary truly yours,

5

Hawley Sterling
atdoaglatant Engineer

HS2dJ

P, 8. Plesse return MacDonald's letter.
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Juneau Alaska October 3 1940

Commanding General Ninth Corps Area
Presidio of SanFrancisco Calif

After conference with Road Commissioner comma recommend that first priority be

given to road connecting Anchorage with Richardson Highway so that in case of

emergency two seaports will be available for the supply of both Anchorage and

Fairbanks and to facilitate mutual reinforcement of these two garrisons (stop)

Estimated cost of this new road is one million five hundred thousand dollars

“0o0o00cd 8 8 :

Buekner

Original filed 13/40-17
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Proposed “Highway Between |:
Tazlina ‘and Chickaloon2
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Road Cominission’ that & “prelij
‘ary survey /‘er the proposed Toad —
from,Matanuska to the Richafdsorl
highway will ‘be made early in’'Sep-'
tember by Hawley Sterling,

‘
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ant ‘chief engineer of the “ARC ahd
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Ben \ Woods,” ”“transitman.“yr)
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Valdez Chamber of Commerce
Valdez, Alaska

May 16, 1940
x

Mr. Ike P, Taylor,
Chief Engineer,
Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Sir :

The enclesed report , which isa rough estimate of the cost
of constructing a road from the Richardson Highway near Gulkana to
Ghickaloon via Nelchina section, was prepared by a committee of this
Chamber of Commerce,persuant to a request from the Territorial Chamber.
The latter body is now working up estimates for a definite plan to link
up all of the Central Alaska road systems in one intereonnecting system,
using the Highway as the trunk road of the network . The plan now is to
submit the complete program to you as soon as the Territorial Chamber
has assembled and compiled the necessary estimates and maps.

We are handing you this preliminary report on the Matanuska
connection at this time with the idea of having you lock it over at your
convenience and give us your suggestions regarding any changes or ad=
ditions which in your opinion it wowld be advisable to include in the
Territorial Chamber's final draft. The Ghambers in Anchorage, Seward
and Fairbanks are also cooperating in worlting up the data.

What this Chamber is trying to do is to work up a plan that
is sufficiently definite and feasible to justify a reconnaissance of the
Highway~Ghickaloon route by the Read Commission .

Your suggestions will be appreciated.

Very truly yours ,

IY
D. H. Kelsey
President. “



Valdez, Alaska,
May 15, 1940,

Y he Valdez ‘Chamber:of. ‘Comnerge,
Valdez, Alaska...

Gentlemen:
The following is a preliminary report on.the feasibilityof.an automobile highway connecting Rithardson

ighway-ateGuikanawith
Anchorage

|via Chickaloon. and Matanuska:
PURPOSE OF ROAD:

Le
To.‘develop the country economically.

Oo
” fo .commect Anchorage with Valdez, Fairbanks, and

Copper“River pelt.3. To comeet the agricultural districts with the non‘agricultural Glstricés. |

' To develop:the coal~bearing district and furnishani.economical outlet to the consumers.
5. To gain access to the mitieral district known as the

Nelehina District.
None of the above subjects will be discussed here ag

information on them can beeasily found in
publications by the Agri~culture Department:

andThe Bureau of
Mines.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:
.

Sinee this.report is to ascertain whether a preliminary
survey is feasible, some pertinent and reliable data tust be had
as a basis for this report. Therefore, data from the "Report of
the Alaskan‘ Bngineering Commission" of 1916 to the House of Repre-~sentatives, Decunient 610, Part Ry has been used quite freely.
NAME:

This report will consider the territory from the
Richardson Highway“to-Chickaloon only a distance of 111miles since
there is a roadbed of some ‘sort. connecting Chickaloon‘with . .

Matanuska and Anchorage. "The name "Nelehina~T az lina.Highway"
will. be used.todesignate this:‘partioular stretch of. ‘the.road,

THRNTHALS “AND: LENGTH OF. ROAD:
|

this road should connect eee
the Richardson Highway

between . Gulkana and Copper Center. ost likely the site chosen
‘will’ be from three to five miles south of Gulkana, From here, the
easterly termitus,. the road willfollow the north.bank. of the. .

Razlina River and thé Nelehina River,:keeping: up. onthe benches;thence to. Tahneta Pass + elevation 5007 feet ‘~ thengedown to the
Matanuska Valley to Chickaloon, the other terminus of the road.
The’dength ‘of this: road igs LiL miles.
NATURE OF ROAD:

The. stretel: from ‘the east terminus to Tahneta Pass as
surveyed ‘by the railroad ‘engineers in 1914-15 has a gradeof not
more than two percent plus‘orminus.: Thus, for an ‘automobile’
highway,-the..average grade”can be said to be thé same Withsitgntvariations locally.

—

:

.
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Beginning from the Richardson Highway, mile 125, the
road extends westerly for 25 miles over very flat ground: Westerly
from here the ground is more or less rolling and rises to an eleva-
tion of 2400 feet at mile 49 from the Richardson Highway.

The next 18 miles slopes downward and then upward slightly
to mile 67, which is Tabneta Pass, elevation 6007 feet.

From Tanneta Pass the road grades downward on a tro
pereent average for 10 miles, to a roeky point. This point is 77
miles from the Riehardsen Highway. The work to here is all of light
to medium light in chsracter.

But from mile 77. to mile 91, a distanee of 12 miles,
rock work is requiredmore or less, It is presumed that much of
this can be eliminated by careful routing for the automobile road.

At mile 91 the Matanuske Valley is reached and from here
to mile 111, a distance of 20 miles, the work required is of medium .

to light in character. Chickaloon is at mile lll.
METHOD OF BOPIMATING COST OF ROAD:

The railroad commission estimated in 1914~15 that the cost
for a railroad from mile past.0.0 to mile 25 to be #20,000 per mile.

- Using $5000 per mile as the basis of cost for this same stretch, foran
automobile road, and directly proportioning the cost against the
estimated cost of the 1914-15 commissionts report, the estimate is
made for the cost of the "Nelchina~Tazlina Road."

ESTIMATION:

Mile 0.0 to mile 25, 25 miles @ $ 5,000 & 125,000.00" 25 4" 49, 64 " & 5,800 139,000.00
" 42 R 74, 25 4 " 7,200 180,000.00
i" 74 " 91, 17 #8 t 19,200 - 000.00
" 91 "

|. FEL, £0 0 t 30,000 £00,000,00
TOTAL CObT OF LLL Miles & 970,000.00
The sum of $970,000.00 is only an approfimate estimation

and it is the opinion that the sum will approach $750,000.00. This
will give a very good passable road, The figure $1,000,000,00 can
be used as the cost for the Taz lina~Nelchina road to Matanuska and
would include all ecsts for surveys, preliminary and final. A good
survey will not cost more than 20,000.00

It is highly recommended that a preliminary survey be
made for this project - the road from Matanuska to the Richardson
Highway via Chickaloon.

Respectfuily submitted

NATURE OF ROAD: (Conttd,

VJ)RAE OG
ast”

¢
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Anchorage Chamber of Commerce = = =

THE H U B O F IN DUS TR Y KA
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

June 23, 1940

otOER
Ike P Taylor, Specie teChief Engineer, Poage beat

Alaska Road Commission ,
| {

JUN 23 1940

Juneau, Alaska fh 4, Masia Rod Commission
- |

\ Sima, Alaska

/ V
Ui

Dear Mr. Taylor:
Enelosed herewith is a copy of a report
in which this Chamber and the Valdez Chamber
of Commerce urge your closest attention and
study. /
Briefly, we urge a connection between the — eS Le
road systems of the Matanuska Valley and Anch-
orage and the Richardson Highway. At this ae “
time of world upset and ominous threats to our TL ee
peace it seems especially appropriate that a Aeroute to Interior Alaska other than by the (

single track Alaska Railroad be available. Its
peacetime economic value seems alse equelly
obvious.

We hope we are not overstepping our jurisdic-
tion in suggesting such a project and we certan-
ly do not intend to convey eny such intention.
We shall certainly be hanpy to know your
resection and will feel grestly indebted if
your office sees fit to consider this nrojeet
that has the hearty endorsement of hundreds of
Alaskans.

Thanking you for past kindnesses, we are

vincerely yours,
ANCHORAGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CRS nagad, vag
445, neg
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‘Ostober 12, 1943

Mr. M.D. Villiems, District Engineer,
Public Roads Administration, ¢

dunesan, Alaska. ca

“R
ee
m
s
to
n

Dear Sir:

in compliance with your verbal request the follorring
information on the Glenn Highway is submitted:

Zhe length of new construction involved is 137.50 miles.
The end of this working season will see grading compicted excentfor necessary cleanup along high slope sections. Fincl selected
surfacing nas been completed on 55 miles; pit run sux’acing
has been placed over the remainder only as required and in
quantity only sufficient te prevent the read from rutting.

Costs to date are estimated to be $26,730 per mile and
it is estimated the completed road will average $19,5C0 ver
mile, including select pit run or crushed rock surfacing through-
ont...

Very truly yours,

Henley Sterling,
Acting Chie? Enginser.
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Betober 25, 1243

SectLor,
giend Possessta ee

Beet ccm cp
ppenehdang dtwlth your vorbal suggestion there is

Dg
oe gant pm St cosy TES

ow beesfeserivtion of the Glean Eighray.
ale: You here been gupclied with a comy of Br. Shepard's ‘

penert to the Arey on the Riehordgon Hishwey fron Valder ts
Rasids, You also here 4 brevyelosue covering the Richardeon

If the above dees not give you the inforustion recived
we will be glad te bere ony Liens yer wish to make and
siso to famish you something along the Lines of Mr. Shopardta
recor covering the Eisharisen Bighvway Dros Ragids te Pairbenta,

LH Very Gruly yours,
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Reproduced at the National Archives and Records Administration-Pacific Alaska Region (Anchorage)

“A iD Fe)

| ? ° .STANOARD FORM NO. 64
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS :

\ b wt
Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT

:M. Ce een fost Engineer,
Anchorage, Alaska

/

:Glenn Highway Revisions- Mile 78.3, 92.0 and 91.0

:Regional Office, Bureau of Public Roads, DATE: July 3, 1957
Juneau, Alaske

Z

Data on.the Glenn Highway revisions, although not entirely __|
complete, are being forwarded on this date for review before it is ——

too late in the season to advertise. 2 N&R.
Le. 6efarredRevisions at Mile 92 and 9, correct only a part of the very LEY Ef fopoor alignment in approximately 3 miles of road. There is aline

change which would eliminate this whole section of poor alignment and
grades which would begin at approximately Cascade Creek, go below our
9h Mile Camp, and come back in at Packsaddle Creek. (See attached
plats for general location.)

This approximate 3 mile line change was brought to our attention
recently byMr. EFarl Grammer and is known of by many old timers in the
district and they concur with him. It is recommended by the district
that this line change be considered before the

above revisions are
made.

Mile 78: (North end Chickaloon River Bridge) This grading
and drainage project will eliminate a snaking curve prior to the
approach fill to the north md of Chickaloon River Bridge. There
are only normal construction problems and the contractor has all the
material required for the fill within free haul limits. (Free haul
is 2,000 feet for Unclassified Excavation on all three revisions.)
Waste material is also disposed of within the free haul limit.

_ Length of Project - 740 feet or 0.1) mile.

Mile 92: This is also a grading and drainage project but with
some complications. During our recent materials study there was un-
covered soft rock that we believed must be ripped before it can be
excavated. It appears as though 75% of the excavation must be handled
this way. There is a possibility of soft coal at our grade line which
will require excavating and backfilling to 3 feet below grade with
select borrow from Mile 9) pit.

It is recommended that clearing, grubbing and stripping be made
a subsidiary item to Unclassified Excavation and eliminate an extra
set of cross-sections. The cover is light with up to ) inch Cottonwood
and Birch trees, and from 6 to 8 inch Spruce trees mixed in.
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|
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Regional Office 2 July 3, 1957

We are requesting $1500 force accomt for drainage which we
do not have complete information to design ab this time.

After reviewing the materials report based on test holes
just made, the sections and quantities on the revision are not in
agreement with this materials report.

Length of Project - 3003 feet or .6 mile.

Mile 94: Like the two previous revisions, 9l: Mile is a grading
and drainage project which eliminates poor alignment and improves
sight distance. There is a drawback to the design which is an 8.2%
grade which is above the maximum of 7% for a primary route. It appears
the only way of reducing this grade would involve considerable hard
rock work at the lower end or very heavy cutting on overall project.
Our previously mentioned 3 mile line change would also alleviate this
and many other poor grade and alignment problems.

Muddy Creek culvert iin the old fill must be retained during
construction as this route must be used as a detour. ‘This old culvert
has eroded, therefore we are recommending the new installation require
paved inverts. (See cross-section and grade of pipe at the end of
cross-section roll.) Upon completion of the new fill, the old culvert
could be removed and salvaged by contractor as we understand there is
a glacial condition at this location in the winter.

There is no overhaul involved in this project with inclusion
of a 2000 foot free haul for Unclassified Excavation.

As in Mile 92 revision, we request that all clearing, grubbing
and stripping be a subsidiary item to Unclassified Excavation. The
Clearing is light except at Muddy Creek fill which has save large
Spruce and Cottonwoods to 30 inches at the butt.

Lengthof Project - 2770 feet or .52 miles.

The following is being forwarded under separate cover:

2 3Rolls - Cross-sections,

1 ~ 78.3 Mile «
-b---9260 Milé
1 = 94.20 Mile e”



Regional Office 3 July 3, 1957

1 Contour Map, Mile 94
~t¢Plan and Profile on Federal Aid Sheets

1 ~ 78.3 Mile —-
~2--m--92.0 Mile (Profile on same x011)
1 = 9.0 Mile.

2 Rolls - Profile
1 - 9) Mile
1 - 78.3 Mile =—

1 Culvert List for 92 and 9l Mile.

Earthwork Sheets and Engineering Estimate of all three
revisions.

Attached are two copies of the Materials Report and two copies
of Location Map for line change.
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SYANDARD FORM NO, 64 OSs a Oa 2

Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
DelaHunt, Chief, Design & Construction Div., JuneauRe ue e

TO : Attn: F. E. Baxter, Chief, Survey & Road Design DATE: May 27,

FROM : Alaska Road Commission, Anchorage

SUBJECT: Construction Drawings Glenn E-1
;

ob6 --
Under separate cover we are sending all oSnstruction

drawings pertaining to subject project. We are also sending al
uncompleted as-built drawings.

This was requested by Mr. Baxter by phone, May 25th.

We ev. aH she

(be? have pack7
carton

|FEL fey3

C
19h

A
c

AB
#3:

Cx

Ry

Br

: Py
,

Si
R/

BF

idg

OFF.

apply.

te neer
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64
f ik Po

Office Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
» Chief, Design & Construction Div., Juneau
axter, Chief, Survey & Road Design Dats:

Re Js DeLabunt
TO ‘Atin: F.-E. B

FROM : Alaska Road Commission, Anchorage

May 17 RR
Chf.

SUBJECT: As-Built Plans Glenn B-1

Opn

Under separate cover we are sending 57 of
Sheets of as-built plans for Glenn R-1. As has been discussed, th
plans ineorporate the cadastral alignment and therefore there is 5

95 Plan & Prof

difference in stationing between the construction line and the cad
4

g

Yer

line. This requires an adjustment in the profile. [It is felt tha
they are accurate in alignment and accurate enough in profile for mbps

Purposes. All available information has ibee: included,

Please advise if the remaining 33 sheets should be held
YL Adrved dy

uspense pending completion of the Glenn Highway cadastral : 7.
phane Yoo halFEF
oe. retuned,

Me. Ce Zimmerman
District Engim er

izeBEAJo C6,LY, Ons
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Report
on

LsA, Abrasion Test of Quarry Rock
for

Alaska Road Commission - duncau, Alaska

h December 1953
DE Lab No. 9823
Field Identification, JRW/257/101LP

test Results _
Crushed Size of Rock Location Mile Post Less by Abrasion

Max 18
. ho Glenn

:3 300) left 20%

§00! lef 18.6%

NCTE: Sample consisted of two Jerge rock from different

distances out from Mile Post 19.0 Glemn Highway. These were

srushed down to a 1" maximum after which the Abrasion Test was

made AASHO 7-96-49 grading A to obtain the above result,

WOG/eb We M, KNOPPE
Chief, Testing Section

xf
2 ff

&
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

THE ALASKA RAILROAD
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

July 3, 1953

Mr. E. d. ‘shite
District “aginser
Alaske Road Commis sion
Anchorage, Alaska

Subj; 1941 Profile o2 Glenn Highway -
Between Fresent Miles Se to 78.
Engrs Depte Pile 007

Dear wr. trite:

in daterminins the locations of J.5e0e&% GS. Bonch clarke and
Triangulstion Marks along the Glenn Highiay with the aid of the orig- |

inal 194] Socatio:n Map of the aighway, it has developed vhat the lo=
cation of some of the marks as given in tie U.8.0.&% U.5e descriptions
are basei m ends of cuts or ends of fills in tha hipaway.

ag am exXunple, the description sor trienguletion station
"MOOSE" roads, in oart: "-about 200 feet 2ast of the southwest ond of
a cut wherg tha hizhwa, starts dowmgrads”. These Locations cannot be
determined satisfootorily from the Location Map alone.

‘3 therefore request two (2) prints of the original 1941
Location “rofile trom oresent -iile Posts 52 to 78, showing the adopted
grade lines, These limits are indicated on the 1941 profile as Hiles
5 to 31.

“sis oarticular profile is required because the mars were
get and aaseriybious were writsen in July, 1944, before line changas
were mada in tae origiual (1942 and 19435) constructioa, und before
black tossing wae done.

Yery truly yours,

Irvin Pe. Gook
~

Chief Gngiaeer

Qi
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a

GP THE INTERIOR
AD

CORBIS
ON

ANCHORS
Vas

DISTRIGT 1953 WORK ORDER No, 1129

Routes 511, 310 end 811.1

Belige Site Surveys

For bridge site surveys Lor s@ River Bridge, Sterling Highway;
Moose Oreck, Granite ghuay and Pass Creek
Bridge, Cantwell Summit Reed,

M

PROGRAMMED AMOUNT SMFPFOeCGr se ewer oeeasoaeaseuseeoeavsaeasasesd $3,000
seDistrics Divest Laver O88 FSFGAxFTFH PF O64 ODE 300

Budgetary Aetiviuy «3a

General Ledger Account « 142

Asset decouns = 156

Cost Schetvis » A

AUTHORIZED: duly 6, 1953

db, bA, fA
a

Les é

¢
LoWetabentpee

Wea, Fe
attendChie? Eagineer

5 Distrieti
Comin.

of Roadsi Chief Engineer _
1 Chief, Cperations
3 Engineeringi Program Officer
1 Gontracts
1 Administration
5 kecounts

<3 re
)

oo

WoO. #1129
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potries’Engineer
Alaska RoadCommission
AughaORDER y

fear Ur. "nites
8 baen noted thei on Glenn &] there ay

provided with suard raid, Otherj
wing gonkinuoua rei] al

Se ape
*‘ain Theentrank gurereo whe?

Th hes

Jancerous curves Rot
beun overzsnergusly protected 3

of tanvenh bebween curves axi at cer 4

tere ia Little danger of @ dviver cromding the shoulder or skidding
oydr the benk. It is requestedthet a gomplete ray

port
on guard

refill for ugth Leng,Bel aaeEee be coapleted waen & permnlis.
TBe regers should contain four reconmesdetions for “additionseh guardip4 Wish Should oe supplied, 3 ivice mile posts and stationing
Aregounendsalion as to type and scatinated cost is requested.

io Lunds are available for acl
bhats

L guard 212 at tits
tine emi the

ierres
ti
get
tA

on
8
Should

:10% be vlven orlerliy over
gonebructicnenylneerine f rord go

omerweet.
it ie antlelpated

taat
mes,

sox thissor vaG23 e Freyussted aml possibly wade avail
able for the 1252seazen,

Yery truly yours,

a > io] ,fe F, Goigilone
md ef Engdnesr

g-v

efvs
{ >

[6



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

BT ee, me -lemorandum

rr, om, eoTos M. Tapley, Chisf + /

From: T, I. Rivenes
Materials Engineer i

Subject: Comparative Cost Analysis between excavation and afbackfill of silt areas and gravel overlay, on Glenn B-1. /

The original estimate of the cost of excavation «
etvrimental silt layers occuring on the above project was ba
e following figures.

1. Areas involved:

Sta. 289 4 00 to 311 4 50 2,250!
" 270 4 00 to 275 4 00 500!
4 21h + 00 to 266 + 00 5,200!

300! in 3 short areas 3200!
75! an 1 short area 75!

Sta, hO2 4 00 to 412 4 00 1,000!
u A1& 4 50 to 421 4 00 250!
n Lb + 50 to LL 4 00 650!
" L476 4:00 to 478 4 00 200!
" L180 4 00 to 482 4 50 250!
nH LBB £00 to 493 4 00 500!
" 586 4.00 to 590 4 00 , 100!
" 595 4 00 to 599 4 00 ~

LOO!
" 600 4 50 to 629 4 00 2,850!

1h, 825!

2, Width of exeavation 32!

3. Depth of excavation (average) 3h

The width of excavation was based upon average section in
place, figured to average 4! wider at ditch bottom than the newly

epvema 19

VLVLSLON
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Cost estimate based on bid prices.
Select Borrow

73,000 x 1.10 - 229, 300,00Overhaul ~

73,000 x 9.40 ~

"S, 590,00

Therefore, there is an apparent difference ‘pr cstimated costsof $51,253.00, with the 3! overlay being the most acoceslerl,| However,the important point to consider betweenthe 2 sec:ions ¢ chat the,

* section hasexcavation and backfill section is
dreined,

and ths ove
Te

@

tO have en expensive drainage system constructed so arenr comparableall-season stability, Increased: pipe costs, and “ie }us: jirdage ofexcavation required to provide outlet-ditehés to the becravskea B4

Fa
)

e fi <
>

O
D 3-

(400' to 2,500! in length}, would cervainly be corcider:difference that the above celeulations
show,

Therafors
assumed thet positivestability hasbeen assured ir tha
been excavated and backfilled, endat a lower figure tan an overlayplus necessary drainage would cost,

-
cfa COrEPCLELS

mor h

is Ln:
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