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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION ff G77 ,

SHINEALICHAROOSOEX | Aea
Valdez, Alaska ey

op nme

5 October 1949

ig

Mr, Ike P, Taylor _

Chief Engineer, A.#.C,
Juneau, Alaska

lore *

Dear Sir: igre ope\ af
. fm.

w
e

Prior to calling for bids on sections Glenn Ee and Be3, it
*

is desired to point out some line changes which it is believed will . ¢ /be advantageous to make at the time paving work is performed, fe

On Section B=2, "$4 curves in the vicinity of Mile 133 should
©

be eliminated, and this can be done by meens of a short line change
through good ground,

In connection with this matter, it is desired to know which
District will handle Section Bee as evidently the contract will be ;half in the Anchorage District and half in the Valdez District, i
Please advise in the near future on this, as if we are to handle |

any of it, it is desired to have survey crews now working on Be3
continue on to B+2,

On Section B-3, it is strongly recommended that the bridge
across Tolsona Creek, at Mile 172.6 be relocated across a new chan~
nel, the new channel to be cut through the present road just east
of the present bridge site, The road just east of the bridge is
much lower than the creek channel upstream from the bridge and com

men tinual trouble has been had with this stream during periods of high
BF og

water, The proposed channel change would straighten the creek, lower
i the present high bridge abutments, and eliminate danger of overflow
: waters washing out the road, At this time the bridge end fills have
; again moved, evidently breaking the tie-back cables, and it will be
tl necessary to dig out both ends of the bridge and pull the bents back
é into position, It has been decided to postpone this work mtil

spring, as the bridge should be all right during the winter, with
the hope that a relocation can be made before spending more funds
on the present site,

Very truly yours,? 4
#5 lain.SedpBR, D, Stewart, drs ee

District Engineer
BDS:pra
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the removal of gravel from the
he Glenn Highway.

vith the arrival o
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Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corporation
MATANUSKA VALLEY COLONIZATION PROJECT

Palmer, Alaska
dune 24, 1947

Og
|

i dunewily |- . ooMr. Ike Taylor, Chief Engineer, "y

Mache ied tamentosien/The Alaska Roed Commission, \, detens, Abate fJuneau, Alaska A aeoy,

Dear itr. Taylor:
LighAt the time the Alaska Road Commission put the Glenn It iHighway straight through on the section Line at Palmer, Alaska, fthey promised to remove the gravel from the old highway,
cy

Up to this date this has not been done. T have ®pproached pfMr. idmunds and Mr. King several times about this andhave uebeen told by them that when the equipment is available in the
Valley that it will be taken care of. The equipment has come
and gone several tines. We would like very much to have this
done this summer if possible,

Kindly let us know if this matter can be taken care of.

~Very truly yours, LO

General Manager

—
Don L. Irwin



ALACRA wer

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
APRIL 28, 1944

My. Ike P. Taylor Dp

Chief Engineer, A. R. 6.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir:

With reference to the crusher operations in the vicinity of Pelmer,
there is eight miles of road between the Knik Bridge and Palmer. The ditches
will have to be cleaned out, clearing on the berms widened, and rubbish already
on the berms flattened out.

A line change will be required south of the Matanuska Bridge of
about one-quarter mile where the river is encroaching on the road in the

vicinity of the Brix Homestead. As long as we are going to put crushed mate-

rial on the road a change should be made before any surfacing is done. This
only leaves us séven miles of road to be surfaced until we arrive at the

_
Matanuska Bridge, ‘The road between the Matanuska Eridge and Palmer should
also be fixed up before surfacing is applied; there are several unnecessary
sharp turns and low places which should be improved, and the road which now

wobbles on both sides of the section line, should be straightened out so that
it is in the proper place, This is particularly important near Palmer where

the land has been subdivided into lots and houses built sdjacent to the road.

We usually plen on working in the high altitudes during the spring
and early suumer, retuming to lower lands in the vicinity in the fall where |

conditions for working are more favorable and woe have a mach longer season in
the fall, If we follow this procedure we would not get back to make the re-

which would probably take about six weeks times

vision north of Palmer in time for the erushing outfit to cover this new road a
and all the road we could cover with crushed material around Palmer would be ary

that between the Knik Bridge and Palmor, a total distance of eight niles, e~

IP we plan on leaving the work around Palmer 7 until the fall,
which 1 believe we should do, using pit run materisl to cover the road for a

base before putting on crushed mterial, we would have the choice of two plas,
either working down the road towards the railroad at Mile 146 or skipping
the section of road which is being revised and moving towards Moose Creek

with crushed material. I think we should @ntinue down towards the railroad
as this roadbed has been in use for many years, it is more or less stabilized
and with the exception of some minor changes the alignment is all right. This

section of road needs surfacing badly, there is no material for patrols to
work with and I think we would cet more benefit from graveling this section
then any other.

Another problem we have to contend with on the Glenn Highway is
sidehill sections of road, which keep sluffing and cozing down on the road

continuously, We have very flat slopes which keep running down on the road

especially during the spring when thawing starts, and the natural slope for

much of the euts indicates that one would have to go up a very long way on

sam of the slopes in order to eliminate the hazard of sluff coming onto

the road, and it seems that we would lose the benefit of crushed material if

fh ‘
\ f f .

Mo a \



Mr. Ike P. Taylor.
Page #2
April 28, 1944

_

put upon roads under these circumstances,

A slides covered the road on the left limit of Caribou Creek
recently for a distance of four hundred feet. It was about seventy-five |

feet high in the center and carvied the road away down to the river.
While this is unusual we can expect smaller slides which will cover the
road in many places causing us to lose a great part of the surfacing.

fhe main thing I am eoneerned about at this time is where to
set up the gravel plant and this is the reagon of this letter, If we sure
face on both sides of the Knik Bridge we might place the erusher at the
bridge where we would have a maximum haul of clghtmiles but if you do
not approve of graveling down towards the railroad we would then put 1%
somewhere bebween the bridge and Palmer, giving a maximum haul of four
miles.

It might be advisable to move the crusher in any event half way
between the bridge and the ralizoad as the shortening of the hanl would save
a lot of wear and tear on our trucks which have had a lot of hard usage dur
ing the pest few years and are nol in very good shape.

Yours very truly,

M. C. Edmunds,
Superintendent.

MCEp
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December 20, 1943
Mr. MH. G. Edmunds, fos 3

Superintendent, A. RH. 0., fis F

Anchorage, Alaska. ae i

te
nc
e

Dear Sir:

We have your reply to our memorandum on the Glenn Road of October 7,
anid we are ansyering same to clear uo some evident misunderstandings.

It is common knowledge that graveling will haves to be done between
Miles 54 and 68, bub it cannot all be done next season because you will
have neither the men, the eouipment, nor the money to do it with. You will
have only one gravel outfit on the roed, working west from 83 as stated.
Shere may be some necessary patch work graveling, of course, which will be
done by other than this crew. We find nothing in our letter which indicates
that ve intended doing all the graveling from a camp ab Mile 68--in fact,
it plainly states on the last nage of the Valdez memo that the crusher
camp vould be ab Mile &&.

On this subject it is desired to emphasize the point that crusher
gravel for the section from 83 to 76 is to come from the pit at Mile 86.
4 vabher thorough inspection was made of all the gravel pits in this area
Last sumer and, unless some new pit is found, the pit at 86 is the only
one that is suitable for crusher. I4 is not only sultable, 14 will make
excellons surfacing.

oh
te
a 4

3~
T6
T/

: his erusher crew will be reernited at Valdez and will arrive ab 88

« with everything necessary to set up and start the oneration of the cam,
/daeluding the tent frames from 4O and tents from Glenelien. Thereafter
; your district will operate the camp and supply it with anything required.
aed

fhe suggestion of using the Northwest shovel for sloping banks is
based, as atabed, upon an extension being improvised for the boom, of which
you make ne mention. We know the present boom is too short. Zrus, it is
experimental but if i+ worked it would be worthwhile. The "hard cemented
gravel which stands up in the banks” would not have to be sloped since it
stands uw.

You de not specifically state that the railroad bridge at Granite
Greek has been cleared out, If it hasn't, you are cautioned that this
should be done before the next flood or you will have a repetition of Kings
River, You are again cautioned on the importance of getting the protection
to f111 ends down well below the scour line, as you will find that the
channol will be cut deeper when confined. ‘We believe this is also true of
Kings River--though it has never been measured to my knowledge, there must
bo ab least 15 feet dron between the bed of the stream at the bridge and its
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSTON 4
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA vLe 3
DEC. 10, 1943 /

Mr. Hawley Sterling
Acting Chief Engineer
Alaska Hoad Commission
Juneau, flLases

CE}

Dear

With reference to your "MEMORANDUM ON PRESENT CONDITION AS oF
OCTOBER 7, 1943, OF GLENN HIGHWAY WITH PROPOSED FUTURE OPERATIONS", the
following comments are offered:

Item 1: From Mile 54 to Mile 68 will have to be graveled. While
most of the surfacing done between Chickaloon and Mile 54 and some places
between Kings River and Chickaloon is composed of argillaceous rock which
was handled by shovel without blasting with the exception of a short dis-
tance in the vicinity of Packsaddle Gulch and Pinochle Creek, it was found
that this material while excellent in dry weather was not satisfactory dur-
ing rains when the roads gensrally became slippery and in some particular
places rutted up badly, While this material is all right temporarily, it
will -have to be covered with better material which can be Gone when fin-
ishing up the road with erushed gravel. ,

Item 2: After discussing the way to do this work, it is agreed that
the best way in most cases would be to use dozers, starting at the top of
the slope and coming dowm by steps. Most of the mechanics and foremen be-
lieve that a slope could not be taken down by a dragline. While the length
of the boom is 40 feet, at an angle of 60 degrees the end would be about
37 feet from the ground, the approximete length of the three-quarter yard
seraper ineluding crotch chains, is 12 feet cutting down the length of the
boom to 25 Peet, When a ditch is made the shovel will be another 8 feet
from the bank further reducing its reach on high slopess

It would also be experimental work, draglines usually
have a solid bank to pull towards the machine, end it is very doubtful
whether the hard cemented gravel which stands up in the banks could be
worked by this method. The question is, would a dragline work satis-
factorily on a sloping hard bank? To get the proper slope in many in-
stances trees will have to be removed and it is believed that the most
satisfactoryway would be to use dozers for this work.

Item 3: Is practically completed; the fill is made and the bridge
is being used, some smoothing up and finishing will have to be done.

Item 4: Moose Creek should have cement and rock walls built around
present steel piers, and rock placed on upper side of the fill for pro-
tection against high water with sloping rock walls at the east end of
the bridge and near the railroad to form a revetmente

Granite Creek at the bridge is about 75% completed, Kings
River steel piling is protected, but no revetment made, It is believed
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that if the slopes of the fill are protected, slither with wire "sausages"
or large rock, that this is all that is needed. The channel is confined
and the only way for the water to go is under the bridge. This stream
is crossed near the mouth and it seems to me that there is very little
chance for a deep channel to be cut under the bridge.

The loose dirt around both ends of the CGhickaloon bridge
should be excavated to solid rock on which a short rock and cement wall
could be built sufficiently high to catch the toe of the slope. ‘The base
of this wall would be about 20 feet above the high water mark and serve
as a retaining wall for the fill. Rock could be obtained by drilling one
hundred yards from the west end of the bridge.

item 5: The proper way to make the fill at the west end of the
Chickaloon Bridge would be by carryall scrapers, and good material could
be obtained about one thousand feet from the bridge on the west end on
the main road.

Item 6: Bank protection at Mile 89, material to protect the bank
should be taken from the dyke material available which makes good rock
Tor bank protection.

ttem 7: Could be done late in the season when other work in the
higher altitudes is completed.

Item 8: The cleaning out of the Jackass Gulch culvert will be
completed in December and the cribbing constructed as instructed. Lp
the cribbing is unable to be built on account of frost conditions this
fall, it will be built before the water runs in the spring.

items 9, 10 and This work will be done first thing during
the season, also the final removal of frozen sections between Miles 68
and 74, The frozen ground which was excavated to get on the proper
-location in several places was too soft and wet to hold up gravel trucks
and the road which was in use was surfaced. The problem of having to
keep a road open for traffic during the time construction is under way
complicates the work to a great extent.

A crib could be built at the narrow cut oh the right
limit of Caribou Creek fastened with steel dowels, Tue face of the rock
drops straight down at this place,

Item 12: The grading has to be completed from Miles 48 to 64.

item 13: With reference to this bridge, while the sills should
be about four feet below the ground at the outlet, our experience at Me

Kinley Park where we have similar conditions, shows that these washes
keep building up and filling instead of washing bridges out.

Item 14: Aculvert has already been installed at the mouth of
this gulch near Mile 56 which is believed is ample to take care of this
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drainage; however, if it is found that it is not satisfactory a bridge
can be built to replace it. Material can be hauled to this point by
truck Later and it would be a simple matter to construct a bridge if it
is found necessary.
‘ ttem 15; The building at Mile 68 is completed with the exception
of chinking which will be done by the men taking care of winter maintenance.

Item 16: No instructions have been given concerning mile posts,
whether zero will be at Palmer or the Richardson end of the road. While
we have started our mileage from Palmer and the Valdez crew their mileage
from the highway, it is assumed that the mileage will be continuous through-
out and not broken ups

With reference to the conduct of the work during 1944, it is believed
that the grading crew should start at Mile 48 when frost conditions are
favorable and work uo to Mile 64 during the spring and early summer, doing
all the work on the higher ground when the weather is favorable, she best
months being the latter part of May to early in July. ,

The work done last fall west of Caribou was done during wet weather.
The work took much longer than would have been the case if the weather was
more favorable and delays were also caused by having to keep traffic moving
and was unsatisfactory.

Some more grading will have to be done between Miles 68 and 74,
where the road is not on the location although a new line may be run so
that as much of the present road as possible can be utilized, Grades can
probably be widened where necessary in the epring with dozers while frost
is in the ground,’

The ground at Jackass Guleh which-was thawed by steam last year and
is now on grade with a narrow road can probably be worked all right as the
ground thaws but Bug Lake will probably have to be thawed similar to Jack-
ass Gulch.

There is work to be done in the vicinity of Caribou Greek which will
probably keep a shovel busy for two weeks cleaning out slides on the east
side which is continually sloughing and the upper end of the west end,

The clay at the top of the west approach should be taken down into
the fill, raising this part of the road to grade. If this material is not
sufficient to build up the grade there is ample slide material available
in the adjacent sidehill.

Prom Mile 50 to Mile 59 most of the grading has been completed;
ditches will have to be deepened, some sidehills sloped and a fill made
near Mile 54 about 150 feet long and 10 feet high,

From Mile 48+1/2 to Mile 49~1/2 west of Hicks Creek is in solid rock
and has been drilled to width and below grade. This section should be covered
with an averageof one foot of surfacing.
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There igs ample slide rock available.on the steep sidebill east of
Packsaddle Guleh. This is a shovel and truck job with the maximum haul
about one miles

So far we have kept the two carryall serapers together; with these
machines, two dozers and the three-quarter yard shovel, the work of clean~-
ing up and widening and backsloping between Mile 31 at Chickaloon and
Mile 48-1/2 should be accomplished in good time and the equipment be avail-
able for the work between Chickaloon and Moose Creek.

With reference to crushed gravel, it is believed that it would be
better for this crew to camp at Mile 88 instead of 68 at least until the
road is graveled to Mile 76, when the camp would be moved to Mile 68 for
the balance of the seasons

,

King could start preliminary work of clearing, grubbing and strip-
ping of the section between Palmer and Mile 5, including moving fences
after right of way has been decided upon, but it would probably be as
well for the regular grading crew to do the grading, if funds are avail-
able after other work is finished.

Work in the Palmer area can be prosecuted late in the fall, possi-
bly to the end of October or early November, thus giving crews that live
in this vicinity, as most of our key men do, a long working season.

The main grading crew should have the following equipment?

Carryall serapers,|
Large dozers,
Shovels, N. We and 20 &.,
Motor graders, Adams,
Pull grader, 12',
Compressor,
Trucks, miscellaneous jobs,
Ripper,
Grease truck,
Pickup motor grader,

u mechanic.

Po
G
t

Fe
iP

A couple of dozers could be working between Sutton and Moose Creek,
working independently, taking down the slopes on sidehill sections, during
the season, and a small maintenance crew with motor grader operator, would
be required starting out early in the season from Sutton and working their
way out the road as far as required, finally camping at Hicks Creek after
the road had been opened up to the Little Nelchina Hiver.

The question of personnel will probably be acute during, the coming
season; several of our key men have left - two of our best mechanics,
Mitchell and Whittier on account of the draft. One of our best shovel
men, Fitzzerald, has told me that he would not be back next summer, and
numerous others have gone for similar reasons and some to take other work
for contractors who offer more inducements as to pay and bonuses than we do.
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We have a few faithful employees who live around here and in the
Palmer area whomwe can depend upon for gome of the key jobs, but it
looks as thoughwe will have to import others, unsatisfactory as this
method is, particularly mechanics and operators, although the extent of
this can be determined in time before operations open up in the springs

We are even finding it difficult to keep a maintenance crew abt

Palmer, farmers are getting good prices for their products, Many men
who used to wotk for us now prefer to work on the farms entirely and some
of our men work intermittently on the farm during spring when planting,
in the fall when harvesting, and in between times for us.

Another development is the longer employment and high wages paid
to construction men who have more money these days than they ever had,
causing a tendency even amongst good mén to want to quit work -when
conditions get disagreeable, 7

In other years one could figure on certain jobs being done after
the season's work was over, when men were glad of the extra work during
the winter season, but now the majority of the men are ready to quit when
the work on which they have been engaged during the summer is completed
and prefer to loaf around during the winter. This attitude is under-
standable amongst the older men who cannot stand the rigors.of the
winter out of doors but the situation is general. One of our mechanics,
who worked about nine months, made a little less than $5,000, leaving
for the States as soon as the season was over, and many other younger
men prefer to loaf around or go out in the hills rather than work during
the cold weathere

Yours very truly,

MCH:p

Catan
f_})Me Ce

Su aden be
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action Palmer to Mile 76

Tho newly constructed read from Mile5 to 76 could be ealled comleted
amsost Por tho following items:

1. A sulbteablefine) greyl surface where required,

2, Whe back sloping of evba and sidshill sections to prevent sloughing.

3. Whe completion of the aoorsach Pills to Granite Greek Bridgs and
vouoval of o14 vallroad trestle.

4, She prosection of bridgs foundations and fille, parbieulariy Granite
Crea, Hings River ond Chickalosn River.

§, The somletion of the west anproach to Chickaloon River Bridgs and
gultable to take off of main voad tovard Ghieksaloon.

6 River propestion at Hille 29.

7. Tho
widening

of sertain Zlils bebyeen Moose Gresik: and Subten and
bebweon Miles 26 and 27.

& Whe eleeming out and protection of Jeekass Gulch culvert.

9. he completion of the road $0 grade and allgnmextat Jatkass Guich,
Bag Lalte,

8 Couple of spots bobween 7O and 74end Caribou bili east from
brideey $0 top of hill,

10. The widening of rock outa to provide the mindmun 2foot width
adevted as standard for the road.

ii. The lovering of the md cub ab Mile 59 to provide suitable sight
distance.

12, he completion of the grading from 54 to 54.

13. The construction of a small bridge in the vash at Mile 66.

UU}, Ditto at the mouth of the eally about Mile 56.

15. The vonstruction of a winher station for snow removal ab Mile 68,

165. The placing of standard mile poats.

~T
S6
T/
ET

CG



MIMO On Blonn Highvay = Je

{3 is expected that items 3, 4, 8, 12, 13 and 18 will be sompleted this
season with available funds. In reference to item 4, the deportance of
sseuring denth for proteghion work to vile bents at Granite and Kings River
has been vervally emphasized and is again emphasised here. Anything which is
nos so constructed as to provide protection to maximum scour Line is fublie.
It is believed the work done on the west vier ab Kings River will prove useless,
gines the river will eventually reach that side, scour owk the gravel under the
genonted rock, thereby broaking 14 wo and letting 14 wash avay. A% Granite

Orselke ones the channel is confined and has a get avay ‘below, 1b eam be expected
that a dewp and permanent chenael will be formed wiley the bridge. In regard
to iten 8, the condition on October 7 is contradictory to that stated in your
‘gituabion report: the condition is unchanged as of 30 days vrevious except
the pool of water ab he upner ond was higher, probably from increased rain-
Pall, as apparently as seh vater was passing then the olvert. You can realize
the dewortance of attending to this matter.

Reference item 13, you ave cautioned regarding setting tho sills for
this bridge ab least 6 feot belo lovest oxisting point im wash, as once the
yebers are tonfined the sondonsy, due to srede of stream, will bs to out a
dacp channel under the bridge. Posts of bents should be well braced agains’
fills by using strong longitudinal members between then.

Oa them 2 44 has been suggested that the Northwest shovel with dragline
boon and an oxbonaion te same, using a drag straper, might make a suitable tool
for the nurpose, the idea being to plek wo the spoil with carry2ll and to place
4% in nearest narroy Pill. Sea also item 7. Pesision as to angle of slope
would be made by inamection. ‘This shovel vould else have te be used fox diem
6 in loading trucks with large broken voek,

item 5 emi probably all be done with dozer, using the aceuralated
slouchings from the Dlurf. The final work should leave a vertical curve be-
sinning at bridge end and a safe takeoff? to Chiekeloon,

Reference iten 9, as you were verbally informed Bagoy constructed the
alignment at dackass and Bug hake according to his own ideas and did not follow
the shakes, making a passable rool bub a poor engineering job — at the same
Gino making the engineer feel both sore and useless. These places should be
um in according to vlan end se constructed. Hast Caribou Rill should be rerun
fox alignment and erades.

item 10 = ve cannot conseientliously advertise a 2foot road for the
Glenn Highvay if narrow ssote are left. There are now but very Tew places
under 241, One on Caribou Hill was noticed: this narticoular place eould
probably be more economically fixed with a good erib, using steel pile ends
for suport if available. 14 wag only 2 very narrow ext in an otherwise solid
role roadbed.

The sight distance at the md cut is very voor and a sharp plese of grads
was left on the vest emf. ‘This eut was ordered ditehed (and a good job was
done), so that it might dry for lovering. Nothing was ever dons, probably



MemoonGlennHighway~33

bocaugethereweretoomonyotherthingstodo.ThiscubandM11below1
shouldbeprofiledandworksdwoaccordingly.xceptfortheadditionalcost
ofmovingtoendPromitsevere)times,14canbedonewithouttheleast
troubleandascheaplyesanycommonexeavation.Itshouldbewatchedclosely
andteendowninsteps,ovehalflongitudinellyatatims;whenthesidebeing
workedshovesignaofbeingwobbly,getoffof1tendlettheaundry16out,
ifthisoutvastakendounfromnothingatedgesto6factabdaovestplace
aadweterialplacedinPULLyouwouldhaveagoodjod.

ReferenceLien24,44isBelievedyouwilleventuallybeconvincedthat
,beideeisnecessaryabthisplace.Thereadpasse:themowthofafalriy
avea,WOlldefinedereukwhichhasbeenentdeepintethehiliside.Apparently
a

4

gh
bo?

19

howatersdrainedintothisereskseepintoandronunderthegrounds;ab
imestheundexzgrowdchannelsbecomechokedanddurlag2heavyralnorinthe
owing2heavyPlowofwetercomesdowntheergekontopoftheground,carry-
mtaiotoffinegravelwith14whichwouldchoke2culvert.Inlieuofa
bridgeatwobytueboxculvertwithtoplevelwithroadsurfaceissuggested,
thetonofculverttoveeasilyremovableforcleaningout.Ineldentally,you

-willfindavonderfulandmnliniteddenositofgravelbelowtheroadatthe
noushofthiscreek,Threeinchesofthiscrushedte3/3"on6"ovwhatever
isvoymaieedforsubbasewillmakeaPineroad.

a
&

oF

TheplacingofwilecostscannotbedoneuntilMiles0to5havebeen
loentedandconstrusted,@hisworkwillbedonenextyeariffoundsareavall-
able.Inthissomection,wewouldbepleasedtosesaplabofyourproposed
locationshovingalsetheogistingroadoverthesofivemiles.Mapsofthe
twovenainingsections,Carlhowto76and76te45Mile,shouldbeforvarded
a3goonascounleted.TheDivisionisrequestingcopiesofthesemaps.

ten1=geovelinghesbeonpartiallyeoversdbymemorandumofproposed
workfortheValdesdisteich.Ifistentativelycontemplatedthabthisonitis
willwerkwestcontinuouslytheentireseason.24showldbeabletoworkover
sbleast30milesdfnoserioustlewssareencounteredwiththeerusher.Your
spoodershovelwouldberequived.Ithasbeensuggestedthatineasefunds
areavailable,asecondparclysrushinglayoutcommentoabEniRiverBridge,
yorkingeast.ThecrusherfromtheParkwouldbewhiliged.teothererevel
gporationsotherthantheseshouldbeplaned.

hoseetionfromPalmerteMile5,iffundsareavallebls,1stebe
entirslyrebuilttosbendard,imeluidingsuchrelocationsasarenecessaryand
desirable.appearsthisshowldbehandledasseparateoperationentirely
fromworktobedonesastofthere,

‘Yetinateddost194)Orerations,

itappearsthatoncetheroadhasbeenopened,acomparativelysmall
crey(acidefromgravelingonerations)couldverywelldoalltheworkoute
LinedfromMile5to76insixtytoninetydays.Thecrowwouldattimesbe
fairlywidelyseparated.Equinmentrequired,aoproximatelyasfollows?



Meno on Gloan Highvay ~ #5

1» 5/8 yard shovel (for bank sloping end losding rect)
L= carryald w/t) (to work pats tine with shovel)

gomovessor (for drilling for river week and widening)
2 dovors, as required (Seribou Hill and rock work)
7 = trucks (for approximately 20 days howling roc)
5 ~ plckuns (ons each for mechenis, timeksoper, Paterson,

foreman ani Bagoy}
1 = dum teuck (for compvessor orev)
L = 3/4 yard shovel (digebing 63-78 Mile ~ 30 days only)

Rermmiving Polloving ereyi

Ronerald Poxamen
foreaen
vook foreman

2 mosghenias
1 greaso monkey
2 wook
4 Pluaky
2 Labover
2 gikilied Labora:
2 axlllers
@ dozer operatorsi timekesser
2 shovel summers (as required)
7 tevek drivers ¢

# $j.
AS

Be
be

ps
fale ouatlt, figuzing the work could te dons im 75 days, extept as

aoted, would cos) SH8,c00 on a Sen-hour basis, 24 would work out of Sutton,
gam for a shor imo ab Hieks Oreek, then Gariiou Ureck. The canipment would
move to Palmer abouts Juby Lith,

4 guall maintenanes crew consisting of working foreman, 1 rack drivor,
L Llabores and « eook would cos$ about $15,000 for the season. This erew would
fives bo stabloned at 68 Nile, later ab Hieks Greek.

fhe onoration of the Sutton sam with warshouseman, cook and froightor
would van about 510,000 for the agacon.

he work from Paluer to 5 Wile comld be supervised by King untill he was
vequived in the mountain area, about the time the orew on the main road Pinished
anil moved to this job. His work would consist of clean burning all trees,
brush aod moss within the acquired right of way, gvading of Plat work, establish-
neat of fonceas where necessary and a start toward doger and aarryali work,
‘Leaving the bulk of the work for laber orev.

Betimated Tyulpmen’ stinated Crew

2 dodgers 1 doser overator-graderman
1 garryail 1 doger-carryall ovexator
L pickup 2 Laborers



Meno on Glonn Highway = #5

Hatinated Equiouent, Vont?d. estimated Grev, Cont'd.

1 arafer - 8 sonleskilled lakorers (75 days only)
2 wool: (75 days only)
1 fiuky (75 days only).

Shis outfit for 75 days would cost $25,000 and thal portion of it used
the balance of the season an aflditional $15,000.

iv a crusher crew starts work cast from Enik River, 14 could wbilise the
gamp at Palmer. This orew would be small compared with the erusher orew on
$ne east end of the road, as. the Park crusher will not average 50% of the
production of the new crusher.

Rstime
bed Bguloment isbinated Grey

1 crusher 2 evughermen
1 dozer (vars tine for sbeioning) 1 machanis
10 tracks 1 hoist overator or dozer overator
2 motor sradas 4 foreman

& truck drivers
1 damm
4. motor gvedem(nger operabor.

This outfit would cost 375,000 for a Lideday season and would, with luck,
ado 15 miles of ton surfacing. Fite not more than 4emile intervals would have
4%o be used to hold down tho haw.

302. Ustimated Teoond4i tures

i. Vests end orusher wand OHR ADH GAAS YS 375,000
fe Froelininary work, Wile o $o 5 FSOReosasee Oeste ueeadg 25,000

e Portion of preliminaey ovew duly L5~Oet. 1 15,000
» 30,000 yds. pit mm grovel Por Hiles 0-5 61.50 . 15,000

5. Goerat jon end maintenance Subbon camp 10,000
6.

Miscellaneous
corey Mites 0-5, duly 15-00%. Laee 48,000

rn a
. Milas Se7S OAdGSedreeenendaadea he 000

&, One only maintenaace GLOW geesrcevensssnceesenae 15.000
%. Hast end gravel erusher crey « May 15-0et, 19 =

250 aaya @ SL BSO° aeceseevecs: OR AHRTORAG a DD 187,500
10. ‘wo motor graders for surface maintenance,

Apyil 15 om Qet. 25 =” Ag aaa @ g6g*irrernete 43. GOS

SH51, 500.

‘Would ba reduced gome at last half of season because haul
Hould be shortened account frequency of gravel, tims reducing
number of trucks required. This item sancels pronosed exconse
on momo to Stevart, of which you have - copy.

OF poy



Memo on Glenn Highway « $6

Rais memorandum with suggestionsdneluded is bent you ab this Hineforneayw

Bhell weer oeeel ainAwgeran
ef

abn arta
* See taeAwe Bae aS Oy ny oy ae

weed a
Sea waedecien RS ane Hae

Aon BF eebe oedema Mil ow 4ed

Bunbe, he Plo Ges
Anchorage, Alaska,

‘arntyr ety gard V& .
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MEMO to the Governor. 4

The attached eopy of a Letter
from Mr. Edmunds is furnished

“~ a op ED ew
Bae A Ot a ac GEL
Bee de Yous desCa lke Giey ww oe =p Ay

furnished you.

Ene.
IPTs Ty

May 19, 1943

Banas #8 orig 4TN

Ike P, Taylor,
Chief Engineer,

se
y,

|

|

13/191-2
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Hay 11, 1943

Bers Me Ge Edens y

Superintendent 4 ds Re Cy 3

Anchoage, Alaska.

Dear Sirs

Meare gn =; 2ogad* ad *

tine changes between Paluor andMoose Greek «are sonewha% concerned
fo Bene abtioude of thn: “ca, Tous Ce i Ox

beery bor ae ekte et wl Sil et See nhc Rar whe age wet dane & Aa

intention to undertake any of these line changes unless full
agreement can be obtained from the oceupants of

the
dand involved,

Path a + ob A;woke etn ACLa a ar Gage fs pleasedMate na Be el
came

ae yene ra oomae wa wtiedon these line changes. I see no ‘reason ‘to undertake clearinguntil the status of the right of way is definitely determined,

it is requested that before any further work is done on
these changes you discuss with Dr, Hanson and the colonists
concerned the matter of obtaining their agreement to the
proposed changes,

Very truly yours,

ike P, Taylor,
Chief Engineer,

CO Offiee of the Governor
IPL: ST



Reproduced at the National Archives and Records Administration-Pacific Alaska Region (Anchorage)

danuary 20, 1943
Mr. R. J. Shepard ;

,

Superintendent, As Ro Ges
Valdez, Alaska.

.

Dear Sirs

The dividing line between roubes 96B and 40B has been definitely
fixed as mile post 76 from Palmer. Though, due to other work, you will in
all probability do very little west ofNelchina River this sumer, after
this season the portion of the Glenn Highway from Nelchina River west to
Mile Post 76 will be improved and maintained by the Valdez District.

Very truly yours,

IKE P. TAYLOR,
Chie? Engineer.

C¢ Edmonds
HS:d5

Original filed 15/1-18
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Form 1263
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AS LITTLEJOHN NOT CETTING ANY RESULTS ACCOUNT WEATHER AND NECESSITY
OF OPENING UP NEW GROUND HAVE. INSTRUCTED HIM TO MOVE TO

WELCHINA STOP SUGGEST WHEN BROWN RETURNS FROM PARK END OF
/. \/

MONTH THAT HE TAKE JACKASS GULCH CREW AND MOVE TO 7
“LEILA LAKE TO WORK ON THIS SFCTILON STOP WILL HAVE
CULVERT PLACED JACKASS AND NO. NECESSARY “DF_DOING

FURTHER
WORK THERE BUT URGENT NEED OF GETTING GRADING WORK UNDER

EDMUNDS 20502
.
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duly7, 1942
Mr. Hawley Sterling :

Assistant Chief Engineer, A. BR. ¢,.
¥aldes, Alaska

Dear Hawley:

I have just received your letter dated July 2, with copy of letter
to Edmunds. As I see it, i+ is our job to attempt to gat some sort of a
passable road thru on the Glenn Highway and do as much as possible of the -

Richardson Highway improvement. If, as you say, 1t is impossible to obtain
enough labor for the Glenn Highway job, then I would aay that this job should
take oreference over the Kichardson Highway work, However, your outline
on equipment indicates that it is your desire to use a large part of the
equipment planned for the Richardson Highvay work on the Glenn Highway. We
sould not reasonably claim that there was a shortage of laber for the Glenn
Highway if it was based on using equipment not originally planned for this
job. We have gone on record repeatedly in atteapting to obtain this equip-
ent that it was urgently needed for the Richardson Highway work. JI intend
to make every effort to obtain more men and while we may not be successful
in this, until we have nade every reasonable effort IT do not feel thet we
should give up trying to get somewhere on the Richardson Highway program.

T had already discussed with Shepard-~-and I assused that he would
inform you of this-—-az plan somewhat as follows:

to continue the rock crews on as large a basis as possible.

" fo start ome shovel crew with whatever trucks were needed on work
‘in the Thompson Pass summit area where gravel Pills will be necessary to
Widen and straighten the road.

Another shovel crev to go in at Tonsina to resurface this season as
much as possible of the read in this section which proved to be weak.

To do gome spot graveling in the section north of Seurdough if this
proved to be necessary, and

to do the necessary grading on relocations in connection with those
‘bridges for whieh it appesred Likely that we wight receive the steel. This
would include, first of all, the cut on the south approach to the Bear Creek
Bridge, which would probably have to be taken out by shovel and trucks and
would be done by the Thompson Pass shovel crew late in the fall. According
40 the latest information the HD14 tractors have not yet left the factory,
-tho Lomen advised that they expected shipment. any day.

I have neo abjection to the diversion of some of the new equipment
bo the Glenn Highway providing the Richardson Highway is not left too short.
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BS ~ #2 Wilke
I do not believe that we would be Justified, however, in taking three of the
new HDLO tractors on to the Glean Highway in view of the fact thet we have
nothing en the Richardson Highway now except two broken-down 40's. In my
opinion it will be necessary to reach some sort of a reasonable compromise
between the tyo jobs. Had we not received the funds for the Richardson High-
way and been able to abtain the equipment for this project, 1% would have
been necessary to get along with what equipment we had on the Glenn Highway.
Gertainly, it would be unreagonable to have some of the new equipment standing
idle on the Richardson Highway while you had breken-dewn equloment on the
Glenn Highway for which operators were available. However, this eould be
earried to the extreme if all the new equipment were placed on the Glenn
Highway leaving the wrecks for the Richardson Highway work,

Ageording te your estimate ef progress it would agpeur that you
vould not be so short of tractor equipment as you would of shovel and truck
equipment to assure a passable read on the Glenn Highway. I do not believe
we would be justified in robbing equipment off the Kichardaon Highway to assure
& road then on the Glenn Highway by September 30 if we could by the use of
tas equipment already available on this rowte get a read thru by the end of
Qetcber, In obher words, I see mo reason to sacrifice any prospective work
on the Richardson Highway in order to get 4 slightly earlier connection on
the Glem Highway.

All this mey sound somewhat invelved but I thought that from our
last discussion it was agreed to be necessary that we make every effort to
carry out as much of the Richardson Highway program as possible, based of
course on our success in obtaining men.

The gravel problem west of the Helchina certainly sounds serious
and if we have to haul gravel twelve miles it appears umlikely that we will
have a gravelec road all the way by the freesze-up.

Your comments to Edmunds regarding obtaining rock at Jackass Gulch
are noted. From what I was able to observe of the sidesof the guich I saw
no possiblilty of obtaining suitable rock nearby. IG way ba that if you
consider 1t essential to have a greater depth of rock thaan merely fill the
eresk channel you will have te have a shovel and trucksto haul the rock in.
if this work is delayed until you are able to move the Nerthwest shovel upit would appear that the filling of the gulch would nothe completed this
season.

I realize that the situation must be very discouraging and I sympathize
with your feeling in the matter but I still feel that we will have to give
some serious thought to accomplishing a part of the Richardson Highway program.
in view of the above I will leave it up to you to decide on the ground what youthink is best anil will abide by your decision. It is requested that you give
some thought to the Richardson Highway work as well as to the Glenn Hiehway.
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There are a number of problems to be encountered in connection with the
construction of Foundations for the various bridges and plan for eraction.
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District by the end of this month.
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Glenalien, Alaska.
duly 2, 1942,

He. Hac «Hdmhnds, Supt. 3

Anchorage, Alaska,
Dear Sir:

\

There are a few things which I wish to bring to yourattention since walking thru the last time. As near as I can
determing and to the best of my belief there is no gravelfrou your mile 70 to Shepards Mile 473 , a distance of 244miles, There may be a degosit near 71 or 72 but aside from
that there is a grave possibility that none whatever will
be found, This fact is going to prevent the possibility of
having & wet weather road connection unless some action is
started at once,

You ¢an readily see that it is imperative that you have
a greveling outfit primed and ready to go the minute that
Hosler gets a passable hole thru te the most easterly gravelthat he can Pind from his camp, Ahead of this must come a
start on the grading and shaping of the work now being done
by Littlejohn, Littlejohn is not leaving his work in such
condition that it will be all ready and walting for gravel.The entire ten miles he is now working on will have to be graded and shaped ahead of the gravel outfit. The ground is so ¥bad in spots and will continue’ to be bad even when Hosier getthere that he will have to have a grader prepared with skisto take care of 1t and he will have to have the grader workin
continuously double shift for at least a month in order te
the work. This means that you should start at onee makingpreparations for the grader and trying to secure a coupleof gradermen,

You will positively have to have a shovel for this work
and a good one as a trap will not turn out the gravel as fast
as you need it. I do not know whether#g you have a shovelavailable that can be used on this work in addition to thethree now on the job, If you have none, then all you can
do is to take the Speeder and let Pete get along the besthe can « Even if you have another shovel I would suggsatthat the Speeder be sent to the front when it is required andthat Pete take the old shovel, as breakdowns on his workwould be of lesser importance than the stopoage of getting thé
mud country graveled, If you send the Speeder the operatorsshould go with it. If the old shovel nseds ank work done onit in preparation for this work, now is the time it shoulébe done. You should also see that you have plenty of trucksin readiness for this work; tho you wont need many at. theatart, if we have to haul gravel 12 miles you will eventuallyneed as many as 25 in order to keep going.
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It was noted that Harry Mackey Is working wlth a very small
crew of men and consequently is not making the progress that the

job denandss Unlesa something is done to increase his crew he

will not get the bridge work done until after the first of the

year, We have made tentative plans to use Mackey Por bridge
work on the Richardson Highway as goon as he can be spared
from where he ila, Thers is no reason, if your can secure the men,

why Hackeys crew should not be doubled at once as he ean be drive
ing one 1ilttlis bridge whhle others can be Pinishing up. He could
work on tuo or three bridges et the same time. You have Muddy,

Pinochle Greek, Pack Saddle and at least Five Little spans
besides these before reaching Nelchina. I will bring the required
information on bhese spans on my next trip over, I think you
should now definitely plan on taking a chanee on the temporary
bridee over Hieks Greek end leaving it to be done on the way
back, It seems at this time that you will have to figure on

Heckey Going the Nelehina Bridges. We have hopes on this end

of being able to land the Lumber and steel for this bridge
at the site by the time Mackey gets all the little spans done

up to the Nelchina,.

As mentioned in my note to you I am wiring Ike to-day
regerding the location approaching the long steep grade to
Gapibou. This ice bump has thawed down, has only a three foot
eut for 150 to <O00 feet and there is no reason whatever why
it cannot be worked up at no more cost than on the proposed
location. Certainly, the original alignment is far better
and in my opinion is of real importance at the head of this
Ong grade. Frankly, we are doing miles of ground like that
short stretch over on this side, This hump can be dons inter.
mittently by the tractor widening the grade if you watch it close
enuf to set some boy on when it is ready to work.

Also as I iwentionedin the note I looked over the Jack Ass

Guech project. At that time there was a small tractor in the
bottom of the gulch digging into the hillside and getting
an occasional bowlder, In addition there were two men besides
Wartens pleking up rock by hand, ( the size of your head or

smaller }, From the top of the creek this looked like a few d
dwarfs trylngto bulld the pyramids and, indeed, that is what
it amounts to. It is true that there are a few good sizeable
bowlders upstream in the bobtom which it will be worthwhile,
tho costly, to secure and since they now have a winch they
should be secured, But, if a side cut on the hillside above
the solid is mad, on both sides of the creek, a large number of
bowlders will naturally roll down the hill, many of them landing
exactly where they are wanted, whil most of the fines will stay
on the hillside, If sufficient bowlders aannot be secured in
this manner, there is a good deposit of large bowlders ¢

mile east of the suleh which can be loaded with a shovel and
hauled on an easlly made road on the right of way. It is believe
that it would pay to get the Northwest up to do this. work
after they are thru with the Long Lake Grade, There is plenty
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of other work in this vicinty for the shovel when finished with
the Weywd A ar et

Bed Naat
bd ln Bete pel he and»

TQ onecking vee DLibbiesa Sat in the or
is

avently opened
boo

Waco rae at wiiaMOV LS oO get
be. He ig, as a consequeeed em

“ko tna?ers,
installed, Unless Hosier nits this work of isttielonae” as soon
as he gets a hole thru te it, he is liable to have a great deal
of diffleulty in working 16 up for the gravels

Yours very truly,

Hawley Sterling,Asst. Chief Engr,

co Juneau



— ‘ Anchorage, Alaska

May 12, 1942
AIR MATL

di P, Ta lor Uhief sneineer Be,
fa

TE WEGTOte, geeBau. we] ? f

ionDear Sir: eee
In reference to the work on the Glenn Highway, JI went ont with

Grammer a week ago to get him started on the survey from Leila Lake to
the Little Nelchina River, While at Leila Leke we made a trip down to
the Hiver to get some idea of where the road would be located and to see
how thechanging of the bridge location two or three miles down stream
would affect the survey.

We found that the old location was the one Shepard was planning
upon and we were very glad to see that this was the case as the change
would have throm us into some very bad ground.

Upon looking over the ground it seemed to me very evident that we
would not be able to construct much of a4 road to the Nelchina by fall
without additional equipment being provided which of course is out of
the question at this time. ile might have obtained some equipment from
MickKinley Park which could have been used to good advantage but most of
this equipment is being transferred to Fairbanks in accordance with your
instructions, .

The conditions have not been very favorable tor accomplishing much
work this spring but with Bagoy, Hosler and Littlejohn in charge of our
main canps it is expected that good progress will be made as soon as the
frost is out of the ground and we are able to travel over the roads withe
out losing too mucn time,

I suppose we will be seeing you up this way before very long. I
would like to get an itinerary so that I will be here when you arrive.
With the necessity of my being out on the Glenn Highway more or less it
is not likely I will be out of Town for any extended period but it is as
well for me to mow when to expect you so that I may plan accordingly.

Very truly yours,

iiks «. Mas: “

«mStiperintendent



April 1, 1942
BY. ie ow Edeunds ?
Super

vintendont,
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Anoe

Dear Sir:

Pe Oe Since ee
. Rene yi ahe yer se ce Sar a ve Yee Biya at Wor ee

should "be"interrupted ky this traffic
it is

suggested
¢
after the Chickaloon Bri

Lidge
is completed

ub ead couples “% ta.h & neavy chats
wiin padlock,

be pub soregs the ke 2 sore ished lo endgh Pears:

necessarily travelrg the roud, an ttLonal energency
be placed in each camp.

Ab tie tine
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a few minutes at a sbero point.pale way ug the First
3

grade.
“wyLewe

snould the Army personnel Rave cecasion to use the road
beyond the padlock, it is suggested you supply them with 2 couple of
keya and they in turn could clroulariszs their various contingents that
ets rs 4 men Astoy Fane Ton a Aanbamalchinewhan a

-
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Very truly yours,
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Anchorage, Alaska — fe

i

March 17, 1942

Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission {Loadtl
Juneau, Alaska /.
Dear Sirs

In reference to the last paragraph in your letter of
March 3, the supplies enumerated~-

1 pack board
1 Sleeping bag
1 Boys axe
1 Brown warbag, containing clothes
1 Mess outfit for two men with two extra pots

have been shipped to Valdez on Government Bill of Lading #1165338,
this date, marked "Hawley Sterling",

We had the sleeping bag cleaned so that Hawley would
make a good start.

Very truly yours, = et

MCEs1s

CC: Valdez
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Merch #4, 1942

Me. HM. GO.

Superintendent, A. Be Os pope y

Anchorage, Alasks /

Dear Sir
With reference to the copy of the letter from the Northern

Sommerelal Company which was recently forwarded te you, concerning the
delivery of the g.yard Bucyrus Erle 208 shovel, 14 1s suggested that
sinee this shovel is being puvchased principally for the heavy work
slong $-Mile Leake, thet this work could be lef until the shovel arrives,
providing of course tha the narrowest rock points are widened to enable
you te get your wanigen camp aver the road when required. You are
ayoavently doing this now. Ag it is almosh a separate operation, 1%
gould be worked if neesssnry even from a Hicks Oreck enmp should Bagoy
be camped thet fer out when shovel arrives.

This Bile Lake settion was disaussed sith Clifford anc
Bagoy and i4 waa agreed that after the experlence of last summer that
ig decidedly a tough job for desers, particularly the boulder section.
The Job is one to which a shovel is adapted, with perbaps ona dezer to
push bouldera over the bank after they have been loosened by the shovel.
There will elao be a ibtle truck hen, requiring a saovel, for Milling
across the lske. The fill is teo long to be bendled entirely by doxers.

This suggestion is made on the assumpihion thet you are sow
having and will contimne to heve plenty of work for the Northeest.

Very touly yours,

ike P. Taylor
Chief Eaginser
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ALAGZA ROAD COMMISSION — (Vinee

Anchorage. &

Mr. Ike P.Taylor, February 26th, 1942.
Chief Engineer, A.R.C.,

/|
, oe

Juneau, Alaska. fs)
Dear Sir: po

om fo
bei?

In reference to the location of certain portions of tls Gi /
"Glenn"! highway which have not been definitely decided upon, and
the possible necessity of doing work.on some of this ground
before the ground thaws out in the spring.

I would like to know whether Mr Sterling is planning on coming
up here to look after this end of the work, or whether it will be

up to this office to make the decision,

The sooner a definite location is made and approved, the better,
in order that we may know what kind of ground we are going to encounter
and what work is most necessary in order to make progress.

Since the location of the bridge across the Little Nelchina
river has been changed we will have to revise the line run by Grammer
last fall to the new location farther downstream, with the possibility
that we hay have some wet ground lower down, which might be worked to
much better advantage before the frost goes out, and, in that case
the sooner it is done the better after the surveyis tade.

Personally, I have never been over this section, so it is hard
for me to estimate when the snow will be off sufficently so that a
survey may be made, but I would estimate that the earliest one could
tell anything about the ground would be about the 25th of April.

By thetime a location was made one would not have much time
to spare &f it was necessary to ditch wet ground before the water
ran.

Wr Sterling is the logical man to decide where the location
should be, he has been over the ground and is acquainted with the|
whole route, but if he cannot be spared we will have to make the
decision promptly in order to get to work in the areas which are
now indefinite as far as the location is concerned.

Yours very truly

Grammer informs me that he believes we will have a lot of frozen
ground in the vicinity of Leila Lake.



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Anchorage, Alaska

cd
order for the conduct of the work on the "Glenn" Highway.

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ArSHKA

February 5, 1942

Yh, > mare stay CnSoa MayOP % saldeg wes te oie) shad de 9 Ne!
eleanor SBSseni

Alaska Road Commission
dumeau, Alaska

Samco

Dear Sir:
a OF Patt AN were ue DeyOL wv OU BO

ye
eedhAERTS IRI

FH annet hts ta shrek oo
LO PUM

yey crew ous Bast of Garibou Creek so that we may have a survey crew oub
ce anfee wy

inforuig wo 29a ae
Wwe awe BR te Qos.

believes weau run into considerable rock on the higher crossing, but
the only thing to do is to run out the Line and have some definite in»
Booey ahs nn Sorvate aid on3 of,

If the location of the bridge across the Little Neichina is

changed
ib wild makeconsiderable éeifference in the preliminary Line.

y +3al loestion werked owt slricht
niyeat ait t ADUTBEY WOPSo g Gad Paruncr

down; although again,a survey would nave to be made to determine the
relative values of the different routes,

fo i
Sedaaaitdevade dw hakFrets

The burning of brush is already under way. A few men are sta-
tioned ab the bridge camp at Chickaloon and are engaged in this work.

When the bridge crew moves a small crew will keep working ab the
clearing and burning it is completed and other men pub in other
crews to do the work ahead,

ROCK VORK

mes + Bos g at hat Cree!oe. = ate tat

pies de
BO woVG G&G SOC. Crol ihe uw vate MLE §O0T

the work at Moose Greek is completed in order bo complete the road on the
location down to the river so that it can be used,
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Taylor 2/5/42 / Page 2

We wlll probably have to construct a exporary skeleton pile bridge
across Caribou Creek in order to keep ouppites moving ahead, I do nob
think we can depend upon getting the bridge steel on the cround for some
considerable time@, Judging by past deliveries > and the pile tresble could
afterwards bs used for false work for steel erection,

This depends, of course, on steel deliveries.

If necessary to de rock work on the temporary road up Jackass Gulch
this eould be done at the time the Caribou Greek work is under way end be»
fore the compressor ig moved back,

I do not believe there is any immediate hurry ebout Hicks Creek,
baking inte account the fact that we only have two compressors on the
ground 2b would probably be as well to work two outfits until such time
23 the new compressoris available, one ub Caribou Creek and the obher in
the vicinity of eight mile lake,

- GRADTNG WORK

The main consideration for early work is grading and cliching wet
areas, The selection of this ground vooend Ss upon surveys which are not
made and will have to be detexwnined later.

As mach of this work should be done on the frost as possible so
thet drainage may be obtained after the frost is out of the ground,

Zt is planned to have Littlejohn téke charge of one of the advance
Crewsy burning brash, freighting, etc, so that he can keep informed of
ground conditions, and be

ready
to sbarb grading as soon as conditions are

favorable,

In the second paragraph of your letter, under gradingBy youmentionthat In one of the situation reports I brought up the subject of "keeping
& passable truck road open to the Easterly advance canp",

This, no doubt, refers to my letter of December 19, written about
new equipment for this road. .

I had no intention of giving the impression that it would be advis-
able to build a narrow road for the purpose of advance freighting, What I
recomended was that we bulld the road to a narrower standard in the first
place, in order to ‘be mileage and then work to the higher standard on the
way back,

}

If Spach is out in the field this year no doubt the map + z

be kept up to dates otherwise Lt is believedthat it will keep ordwith general supervision of the work, and that he would not have much time
for this work,

ork could
vusy 4



Taylor 2/5/42 Page 3

Grammer is plaming on
baking

about two weeks leave of absence early
4 Te. ny &Saerpecr AM avy anan flan} one aby soni mat Fee
had makNoad uO sata Meat Bd Teh Fat we jane 7 2 eed wa ae awa

terfere with, our plans.

The labor situation is not encouraging. We are losing single men

all the time. It is gebting to be a problem to keep the Garage going and
~ have had to wire Outside for Mulvaney to reburn as I have not been able
to geta man that is anygood to work with McUlure here on maintenanceweieb is boo much for one igen bo handle,

a os athe wheUs Lore wa

Latest reports of Ben Peterson
indleate thathemay

be off the job
ng

5 nt ty mongerweGIFSe WOnLIS dnebead OL ORe Nomen Of Shen ws

man ab a critical period.

If there is very little work at the Pars thi's
SUMLETy andi could

a nly
be arranged subisfactoriiy, I a2 planning oa brin Mosler down to vork

on the new road and trying Brown oub at the Park as it is poor policycaving ik good n sxekl gob when His services are neéded SL ste.
where.

= would Like to bring Zozers up from Nodisk also, nov vhat his fom

ily are evacuated no doubt he would be glad to make the
change

but with
activities of one wavy and aray going on there do aob think would be
the snart thing to do at this time.

Very truly yours,

mu 6, Edmands
Superintendent

HCEels

CO: Clifford



February 25, 1942

Me. M. C. Edmunds
Supte, Ae Re C.
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Sirs

0000

It would appear your best plan at this time
would be to erect Purinton Creek and some of the other
wooden bridges enroute to Caribou, at the same time planning
on having the false work in at Caribou about the time the
steel reaches there.

Very truly yours,

Ike P, Taylor
Chief Engineer

S-
T6
T/
ST

Original filed 15/191-8
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out. “The pictures“thonsolves
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nae been of inestinable valuenot only in helping to select the
location

of the voad inYew wer sate nein mw
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at Aw ee Mele AS Netkb ade neha
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We had an
enlargement made of the Gulch section,Soak FangMe BS meboved. LAAthis ts golze to nels Lick the seoblen of this erassing.
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Operations for 1942 season'sOrders

work on this roadfiled 35/66,
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION — —

Anchorage, Alaska UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR:

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

DUNEAU ALAS

Se
a

December 29, 1941

iv, Ike P, Paylor, Chief Engineer
ON Baleat net ias

Junean, Alaska

Wang

This takes in the aree un to the Chickaloon iver, The
balance of the man is being made and conies will be sent te Juneau
when it is completed,

Very truly yours,

+2 blue prints under separate cover,
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ALASKA R@AD COMMISSION

Anchorage
7 oo

December 3lst, 1941 feo

Mr Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer b

Juneau.

Dear Sir:

As soon as a decision has been reached concerning

the type of crossing to be constructed across Jackass Gylch, I

would like to be advised so that requisitions may be made and

checked against material on hand.

The lumber situation is not encouraging, we have|

requisitions made up during various times this summer which have not

been completely filled, one requisition made up inAugust was not

delivered until the last freight, when three carloads arrived at

Sutton, and it is not known yet whether the requisition was filled.

Yours very truly

nomads =
sip t a
Up . oo
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December 31, 1941

Superintendent, A. KR. ¢.
anchorage, Alaska

a ty ‘ -& BeyMd gf gat eet ntgiy adeno ge

line, with 30° curve, referred to in,ours of December 30
requiring a Pill of 46,235 ou. yde.

There la also enclosed a short pleee ofoe

profile showing grades on thig crossing.

Very touly yours,

TFepee) says RE be egeT dE aye,eh tne Neate
adevete STi,Assistant Chief Engineer

HS2iW

Ene. maps



Br. M. G. Edswmds o f Deecegber 30, 1941
Superintendent, A. BR. o,

/Anchorage, Alaska

Bear Gir:

sturningto dumeau I have projemted several Linas on the
ass Gulch without any great success in reducing the yardage.

pears Peeatics
of the impossibllity of securing steal, or oven

EAS vhat the Stingplan should be adophed,
on Ubis con point

Eh dering, at SEY 3 takes place and haw much wate

y ab

essential to know how guch ge
dem at tne peek of oa. runof?, Thile

most of the snow ig then off, other trial lines ean beran in
¢

on the ground in
order to definitely determine the best one.

Of tha Lines I projected. the best one from a yardage standpointis tasged on = 20° curve, using the sane center point ag Clifford used for his
40° curve,

&and with the
spproaching

curves slightly altered. MY eroge seotions
WTS sel on BO Loot vpoulwary du lwih DAML an’ cubelth L wo L slopes for eut
and 13 to 1 slepes for fill. Clifford's vaport did notBtate slapes used in
computing, tart in checking his yardage on the same basis for tha 40° curve, ifind a wide variance from his figures. Disregerding the proportion of rock,
waieh at best is only @ guess, the comparison ef present possible filled ercssings
follows:

Clifford'a tangent 67,500 Cie FOS»
m 40°Currys OR 62,000 a fha ateVee 24,000)

hy OG curves HROPTER TKRTHA bsO00 "

Fron the topography available end from what I
have

seen on the ground,I am convinced that the best crossing for filling (from a cost standpoint),will be found at the place which in the beginning looked the best to de on the
ground. This place is above Clifferd'!s crossing, outside the limits of available
topography anc approximately 1100 fest above the treil. Tho considerable effort
has already been expended in securing topography, due to the character of the
sountry, 2b is not belLieved that the right location will be found until actuallyrunning some trial lines (including the one suggested above) on the ground and
figuring yardages from then.

It is suggested therefore that when a camp ig erected at Caribou,
these lines be run in so that it will be definitely settled

and clearing can get
underway before snow ic off. Naturally a Filled tangent over the gulch would
be preferable but because of the lay of the scountry at the proposed elite, Lt
camel be done with the economy of 2 curve. If ve can seaure a crossingon a 30°
curve or less, with less than 50,000 yards based on the slopes mentioned, it is
believed it will be satisfactory and the beat that can bo dene. It is realized



HCE ~ 2 Lem R041,
of course that actually much of the cut will stend on & to 1 and the will
probably not be more than 1) to 1, Se the total actualyardage should not be
more than 34,000

Yery truly yours,

Hagley Sterling
assistant Chief Engineer

DeiEN



December 23, 1941
Nery Ma Cc. Edmunds :

superintendent, A. BR. C. LON

Anchorage, Alaska

Rear Sir:
You ara advised that $500,000 has been aporopriated for the Palmer~

Richardson Zoud and is now available for expendi bure.

tho it is believed your belance fron the last allotment is suffi-
glent to see you through until spring work opens up, you are advised of the new
money in order that you may be assured of not running short of funds for any
work which can be done to advantage between now and spring,

We refer particularly to any patts orders which may be required for
the equipment on the nev road, considering slow deliverles, and to any addi-
tional mechanical force which may be necessary to assure your haying all equip~
ment completely overhauled before work begins,

fiso, if your rock crew at Hicks Creek is still there and if, in
your opinion, they are working to advantage, and can be supplied without too
much difficulty there ig no reason, so far as funds ars conearned, why they
should not continue through the winter, making a full width road in the rock
both east and west of Nicks Cresk on work which can be reached from that eamp.
A great deal wlll depend of course on lecal conditions. It is not the intention
of this letter to advise you to work against a serleus weather handicap.

The nearest guess we can now make upon the arrival ef the 200!
Kings River span is March 25. There is nothing even remotely definibe on the
spans for Hicks, Granite and Caribou

it is further suggested that you now plan on moving into Cerihbou
Creek Canp earlier than unticipated, probably the latter part of February,
gepending upon conditions. Consideration should be given to erscting a small
camp for the rock crew to be later used by the bridge crew on the east side of
CarLlbou Greek near the bridge site where 14 is believed a suitable place may
ba found above overflow area, If this is done Martens!’ old tent frames should
be left intact for later use by grading crew. As soon as Caribou Camp is
erected you should start truck freighting dlesel oil, gas, lub oil, bridge
lumber, culverts, ste., to be hauled by tractor to various points between thers
and Nelehina, This stuff should be unloaded atove high water on the Cat road
on the cast side of Caribou Creek and should be moved on by trastor to the
various locations before the snow leaves, I4 is believed you have sleds.

The above plans call for widening the temporary road on the east
side of Jackass Gulch, which will undoubtedly be used until around July 1.
Tractor freight beyond Caribou Creek should be landed at prorosed camp sites.



BCE ~ #2 Lee 3h)
Grammer can furnish information on this.

Due to
the posaible ‘shortage of &

stage]
oil there8 no

objectionto P$llins all of your 3S ayy Dine. You should at ones G regu
i

for a carload of Lubricating oft unless you
¢

earn obtain sufficient“local for& av
your needa.

Cr.ates
Sel xe bet

Ree F. Tayleo
Chief Engineer

AOsi¥



ADDRESS REPLY TO

Anchorage, Alaske
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Aa ALAS As

December 12, 1941

yw+

Mr, Ike P, Taylor, Chief Eng
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir

In reference to your letter of December 2, concern-
ing the 400! man of the first eight or ten miles of the Palmer—
Richardson Highway,

expected that the map will be commleted as far
will be forwarded to

It is
ex

as Unickaloon within a few days,
Juneau as soon as received

Very truly yours,

uc, Edwunds >
-Siiperintendent
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Alaska Road Commission

Anchorage ee
November 24th, 1941

Mr Hawley. Sterling
Ass't Chief ngineer

Juneau

Dear Sir:

In your "Outline Proposed Operatiions on 96B" in the pe
last paragraph muxpage but one on page 6, you mention that
"It is suggested that on these short spans 8 to 13 feet, the
large sticks, 9" x |iv” ete, be

laid directly on caps, thus
requiring no decking :

Upon inspeding one yesterday, I noticed Mackey was
using timbers on end,’ solid all the way across, and he in-
sisted that you had told him that that was the way they were to
be used.

I could not agree with him that you intended the timbers
to be laid on end, but that they should be put down with the
large dimension flat on the caps, and am checking up with you
to find out whether I am correct.

The timbers he was using were about 14" x26", and the cost
of using timbers this size the way he had done is. prohibitive, and
I have instructed Clifford to use native timber temporarily on any
other bridges he might construct.

Am still waiting wordz that steel for the Moose Creek bridge
has left Seattle, =m that arrangements can be made to start in
on steel bridge erection.

ZB +

FEbeee
Mi. Oe BGsnds

Suptt.

See answer to this on
Sterling'sfile 13/191-8

Letter of DecemberaonL941.
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Reproduced at the National Archives and Records Administration-Pacific Alaska Region (Anchorage)
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Sutten, Alaska
Ostoner 20,

tir. RH. G. Edmunds, Superintendent
.

Alasxa Road Comission
7 OE

Anchorage, Alaska
,

,7
(Cc

Dear Sirs

I am submitting saps and profile of oroposed crossing on Jackass
Gulch, also tovogranhy on two other possible crossings. Line "A" is a
low crossing of the Gulch on a 40° curve with side hill cubs of black
shale rock on 80% slopes which can be daylighbed. It is aporcached from
the West on a 30 grade end left on the East with a plus 73 grade, The
alignment approaching and leaving the crossing has very little curvature,
This crossing I have worked up an estimate on both a trestle crossing
and a £411, The fill having a 30' road bed.

Line "B" is a straight tangent crossing on a high trestle also
worked up on the basis of ae fLil, This cressing is im through cut with
good alignment, With 76 grades approaching and leaving the crossing.
Grading on both A and B lines very light.

laine #0" is a crossing on a 20° curve on a stiecl tresble up high
on the creek, The line approaching from the Nest is on 40 to 505 slopes
and a plus 7% grade. Leaving to the East it is on 70 to 80% slopes,
Hakine ib necessary to bench the road bed in, This Line is just under
the cliffs and would ron ab least 303 solid the Bash seebion,

_ R-
TA

T
/e
T

2E also enclose topography of country below the proposed crossing "A".

Estimates on the crossings ere~

WAN 50? high trestle 970,000 Length of road
55% $46,000 11,000 lin. ft.

mBY 100t high trestle 430,000 Length of road
95% fill 122,000 10,400 lin, ft.

mgt 680!) high trestle eeeeee 212,000 Lin, fb.
(steel) $161,000,
(wood) 120,000

In my opinion the best route would be to use location "ATO"
on fill,

Sincerely yours,

(Simed)

Paul N, Clifferd



Decsuber 2, 1941 /) |

ke
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ie, 8, C, Edmunds
Superintendent, A. BR. C.
Anchorege, Alaska

Dear Sirs

It is requested thai es soon as you
have completed the first eight or ten miles of the
400-fook map of the Palmer-Richardson Highway
Fou sent ua due prints of gene as We are how in the
process of seanuUving w right of wer Spon le Ceoneral
hand Offiee snd musthave the map, Showing ties ta
Supper: the raqguest.

Very truly yours,

ike P, Taylor
Chief Engineer

RSeky

oe



ALASKA KUAD CUMMLSSLON= Anchorage, Alaska —

‘°
November 4, 1941 . ¢ Chey

rp

vi af

ir, Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engineer . [Alaska Road Commission uA de
Juneau, Alaska , a

Dear Sir: eeI am forwarding twoLe. of right-of-way deed obtained
recently for right-of-way on the new road from Palmer to
Richardson Highway, as follows: . paSAY - ba? La Willian E, Bieri Sec 27 T-19 North Range 3 Hast Seward Merid, Pg é

Av Wagner Sec 29 T-19 North Range 3 East

oOo Very truly yours,

RT BottonC. Bande

e~
TA

T/
ET

Sunerinténdent
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ALASHA BROAD GGMNTSSION
Anchorage, Alasia

Departaent ef the Interlor fo| | (4
Hepieaber 1S, LOAL

Mr. Pank 0. Clifford A

Dear Me, Glifferd: |

i

Foreman, A.B,6. f
Sutton, Alaska pf

(He

i have to make a report at the end of each month showing
the pregress of the work on the various roads in bhe district
and wish you would send me in a very brief account of the progress
ef the work ag of the end of the month. This reporL should be in
the office not later than the 27th of the month.

I should also have the total amount of all the men's
payroll, together with the number of men employed in each crew.

In reference to the winter work for tae engineers after
they are through with the work in the field, I am planning on

_

having sove of the men work on a wap of the new road. In order to
do this it is necessary thal we nave all of the alignment, together
with length and Location of bridges, eulverts, ets. In addition
to the alienuent Levels should be taken 86 that the profile may
be made.

Usually our engineers are so busy during the summer
months keeping the congtruction crews working that they neglect
records necessary for the making of maps, Heretofore this has
been exeuseable as our engineering forces have always been very
limited. But on the Palmer~Rlehardson highway it seems to me
that we have sufficient men available so that this information
should be on hand when we start making the maps. JY we do not
have sufficient information it wlll mean that the maps will be
held up as it is not possible to do any checking during the winter -

months.

i do not know how busy Spach is but 1% seems to me any
information that is required should be obtained by him at this
time as he is mot tied dow to any construction crew. Spach ia
more or less lax and someone who is familiar with the work should
seo that he gets the necessary Information,

Very traly yours,

My G. EDMUNDS

ucB/BH Superintendent

Auf— Samwg :
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Dear iio, Gcuunde:
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Yo rade gesfollowing work ls accomplished, or until Roo ean oreelas BS arrives?
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cet oub and yard all necessary false work pliing.
Hawk Jareber to site,

i ¥

epateie bathBios cyapt CO ated
s muct ganl hod tte ah Ll U2 andSn lwrive pi

4 mile crosks, bat only if driver and crew nob able to
continue work on steel bridges.

AOVS mares
de rie
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&saska Roag Commission

Anchorage {2
October 6th, 1941 _

captor.

Mr Ike FP. Taylor hy 9 REGEN
Chief Engineer oe a corte att}
Juneau 2 pt

- 8 4 8 Vk earns
, a a we

os “a N

x 2 } f x i i x, yee

Dear Sir: whipté. Bo pies J oj
ye

In reference to your telegram of October 2nd concerning the
funds and status of the work on the road from Moose Creek to Liela
Lake. Z

Providing that weather does not intermfere, it is planned
bo close down the construction work as far as the greding is concerne
at the end of this month, cutting out the night shift on the 15th.

Vie are planning on keeping about 25 men working all winter
providing that the steel arrives for the bridges thet have been order
about 15 men being engaged on the pridge crew and others on mechanica
overhaul, freighting etc.

Harcomb's survey crew is thro on location, and he is now

engaged on construction work and obtaining information required for
making maps and profiles- it is doubtful how much longer his service
will be required, I would say that that after six weeks or two months
we would not need him any longer.

. Grammer is engaged and will be thro with the location to
Liele “ake about the middle of next month, as soon as he is thro with
the field work he will be brought into the office and kept busy all
winter, either on cost accounting or enginerring work.

Spach will be brought into the office as soon as he can be
released from the field, and will be engaged on cost accounting work

|

which is away behind asfar as the records are concerned,

Clifford will probably work on the maps, perhaps with one

transitman to help him who will be available for field work in
staking out bridges, giving cutoffs and so forth, providing that

Harcombe is terminated, if he is not laid off he would be engaged
on the maps.

The only work we have in mind at the present time and

for which we may reasonably expect supplies on hand consists as foll



il. Driving stebl piling and erecting Moose Creek bridge
Qe

” ” " Chickeloon River *

3. Completing Survey to the Nelchina river.
4. Constructing "Sausage" dykes at. Moose Creek bridge
5. t " Granite "

6. Overhauling equipment
7. Miscelaneous work on warm storage warehouse, garage,

fixing up wanagins for winter occupancy, inventories
and so forth.

A survey is being made of Jackass Gulch, and Mr Sterling is due
to arrive in Anchorage today to repcrt to you concerning the
bridge to be constructed at this point.

We are basing our plans on the assumption that the other steel
bridges on order will arrive here in time for erection- so far [I

have had no advice concerning the orders being placed or when

delivery may be expected.

We might have considered working the construction crews longer
but in view of the state of the funds thot it better to stop the
work at the end of October and leave enough money for us to get
the bridges in- this also will permit us to take care of some

of our "Key" men who otherwise might have to be laid off.

it is very doubtful whether we could work to advantage beyond the
end of October, we have had a lot of rain in Anchorage recently
which turns to snow in the higher altitudes, and the snow line
in the upper Matanuska is already getting quite low.

i trust that this will give you the information requested

in <namindsnds
Supt.



October8,1941

Mr.HawleySterling.AssistantChiefEagineer
c/oAlaskaRoadCommission
Anchorage,“aska
DearHawley:

Thedataonthegulchmakesthisaprettytough
proposition.WhileIagreewithyouthatatrestleona40
degreecurveisveryundesirable,theestimateof€160,000for
the2milesofroadandthesteeltrestleonthetangentseems
toprecludeconsiderationofthissolutionatthistime.In
fact,evenifwereceiveanadditional$500,000itisdoubtful
iftherewouldbesufficientfundstoallowustoadoptthe
lattersolution.InviewofallthisIthoughtitbestto
adivseyoutousethewoodentrestleplan;especiallyifyou
founditdesirabletoworkonthissectionthisfall.

c
Verytrulyyours,

IKEP.TAYLOR
Chief{ngineer

OriginalfiledSterlingSuspense

LN
om

AD
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Form 125K
Revised

1950)
S’ NAL CORPS, UNITED STATES AR}

.

ALASKA COMMUNICATION SYSTEM
TELEGRAMU.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 238481

RECEIVED art

153D B 124 INT NL

ANCHORAGE ALS OCT 7 1944 ? Pere
. we Oc; CNET \TAYLOR ARG &S , pete

: . a a “02d Comms.~

JUNEAU te feAl

ARRIVED LAST NIGHT AND RETURNING TO LEILA LAKE TOMORROW STOP GLIFFOR,

MADE SURVEY OF GULGH AND TENTATIVE ESTIMATES INCLUDING TWO MILES ROA

ARE SEVENTY TWO THOUSAND FOR TWO HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE FOOT WOODEN

TRESTLE FIFTY FEET HIGH ON FORTY DEGREE CURVE AGAINST ONE HUNDRED

SIXTY ONE THOUSAND FOR TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE FOOT STEEL TRESTLE

ONE HUNDRED FEET HIGH ON TANGENT STOP IF WEATHER HOLDS GOOD THERE 18S

POSSIBILITY OF GETTING INTO THIS AREA BEFORE FIRST OF MONTH TRUCKS

TRAVELING TO WITHIN FOUR MILES GARIBOU CREEK NOW STOP THOUGH MUGH
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CRovidiis ‘ “NAL CORPS, UNITED STATES AF Y
ALASKA COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

TELEGRAM
RECEIVED at PAGE TWO #453D B/

DISLIKE FORTY DEGREE GURVE BELIEVE MOST PRAGTIGABLE ACGOUNT GOST AND

STEEL DELIVERIES STOP IF YOU CARE MAKE DEFINITE DECISION NOW WITHOUT

HAVING DETAILS BY MAIL PLEASE ADVISE STOP, LEAVING FOR JUNEAU LAST
BOAT OCTOBER LgeQiSTERLIN

4.230PM
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON

July 18, 1941.

Mr. Ike P. Taylor,
Chief Engineer, Alaska Road Commission, ne

Juneau, Alaska.

My dear Mr. Taylor:

In reply to your letter of June 11 requesting the withdrawal by |

Executive Order of a strip of land 200 feet wide for right-of-way

for the construction of the Palmer-Richardson Highway, I am enclosing

a copy of a memorandum from the Commissioner of the General Land

Office, dated July 12, stating the reasons why the withdrawal in

advance of a survey or actual construction of the highway cannot

be accomplished.

. Sincerely yours,

KMagtttypleeIPYOr,
Acting Director.

Enclosure. F Dwr.i ‘taag
{ JUL 2a 1OpAs \
mo
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR

COPY : General Land Office
Washington

1877260 "Fr

JUL 12 1941

MEMORANDUM for the Director,
Division of Territories and Island Possessions.

Reference is had to your memorandum of June 26, 1941; trans-
mitting for appropriate action a copy of a letter from the Chief
Engineer, Alaska Road Commission, dated June 11, 1941, requesting
the withdrawal by Executive Order of a strip of land 200 feet wide
for right-of-way for the construction of the Palmer-Richardson
Highway in Alaska.

In the absence of maps showing the location of the highway or
such other data as would serve to identify the highway on the ground
and the land to be reserved, it is not seen how the withdrawal would
serve any useful purpose. The withdrawals made by Executive Orders
of May 24, 1905, and October 14, 1915, to which you referred, were
‘of lands desired for rights-of-way for the operation and maintenance
of apparently existing telephone lines and a road sufficiently de-
scribed to enable identification on the ground of the areas withdrawn.
In the instant case there is nothing by which the proposed highway
or a reservation for the right-of-way as suggested could be identified
on the ground so that a withdrawal in advance of survey or actual
construction of the highway would have no effect.

In this connection see our letter to you of January 20, 1939
(1751330 "F") with respect to rights-of-ways for roads and highways
in Alaska.

(Sgd.) FRED W. JOHNSON =
om,

Commissioner.
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Anchorage, Alaska.
June 29, 1941.

Mr. Ike P, Taylor, Chief Engr., . . or
Juneau, Alaska. . ’ a
Dear Ike: fs

I came in here last nite from Chickaloon preparatory
to flying into a lake northeast of Leila Lake on a ten day
trip to wind up the reconnoissance work and to get the balance
of the information on bridges. We leave Tuesday morning and
will get back to Chickaloon on shanks mare. Fay Durand, one of the
survey boys is accompanying me.

The area from Chickaloon River to Hicks Creek, about 20
miles has been thoroly looked over.

At this writing the tractor trail crew is about Mile 10
beyond Chickalon River, Grammer at Mile 8 and Harcombe STILL
at the river.

Harcombes first line up the Matanuska after crossing Chickaloo}
was out of the question , as I felt it would be, after taking
shot with Abney level on a 104 per cent grade to top of bluffs.
So we went back to the original place Grammer had tried, thru the
gap, crossed the river slightly on the diagonal in order to
get away on this side and have what I consider a satisfactory locat:
tho it will require a bridge about 25 feet above the valley bench
and a cut of about 20 feet thru the gap for 150 feet. The originalx
line hitting into the bluffs called for 2000 feet of rock work with
slopes up to 80 on poor alignment along the bluff and a bridge
equally as long but not as high. I decided after getting the line
thru the gap not to even run the one I had in mind, that is up
Chickalton River, using the first railroad bridge, a 180 degree
turnaround with a 30 degree curve and then up the hill. There is '

no doubt that this line would be the cheapest but one would have to
travel over at least an additional 1 1-3 mile of road forever afte!
Besides that the south aButment of the railroad bridge is
undermining, tho still plent safe, and a new one would be required.

{.

The first 6 4 miles out of Ckickaloon is remarkably direct.
I doubt if it would be over 1000 feet shorter in a straight line
from the railroad to the control point at 63.

With what I have seen on this job in the way of labor
coupled with the increased prices of all commodoties, I would now s:
that thelestimate should be increasea& to 4nmillion dollars. Also
as mentioned in my original report it appears we will hit more rock
than can be seen or anticipated from the surface. Except for a
few of our old employees and a very few of the new ones, it is
the largest bunch of incpmpetents ever gathered together on one
job, even tho the smallest wage being paid is $5 net.

f
: ot aFo, ew) Lo tk bh poate


